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INTRODUCTION




What is the Septuagint?

The collection of compositions commonly known as the Septuagint is an ancient translation of the Hebrew Bible, the Jewish Scriptures, into Greek. Although there are many English translations of the Bible, only a few English translations of the Septuagint exist. Most English translations of what Protestant Christians call the “Old Testament” are translations from Hebrew and Aramaic, because these are the languages in which these books of the Bible were originally written. By contrast, the Septuagint is, for the most part, itself a translation of these Hebrew and Aramaic biblical books into Greek.

And yet, the Septuagint itself should be studied—and therefore translated—because of the important role it plays in biblical studies. More often than not, when the New Testament writers quote the Jewish Scriptures, they quote the Septuagint. Other early Christian literature does the same, including the apostolic fathers, post-New Testament extracanonical material, and later patristic writings. Not only is it likely that the Septuagint was the Bible of the apostle Paul, it was probably also the one consulted by Josephus, Clement of Rome, Clement of Alexandria, and perhaps even John Chrysostom.




The Origins of the Septuagint

The pseudepigraphal Letter of Aristeas contains a legend of the miraculous completion of the Septuagint translation of the Pentateuch into Greek. This legend pointed to a committee of seventy-two translators, and it is the basis for the title we use today. The Latin word for “seventy” is septuaginta. (The common abbreviation for the Septuagint is “70” given in Roman numerals: “LXX.”) Still today, writers will refer to the Septuagint’s translators as “the seventy.” Legend has it that all the translators sat down separately to translate the entire Hebrew Bible, and they emerged with precisely identical translations. It has clearly always been a concern of believers that their translations be accurate, and the story of the seventy is an appeal to miraculous divine providence as a guarantee for accuracy.

The reality, however, is that the various books of the LXX were translated by various people over several centuries, beginning in the third century BCE. We know next to nothing about these translators, but we do still have their work. They translated not just the canonical Hebrew Bible but also several other books, often called “apocryphal” or “deuterocanonical” (though they are accepted in some Christian traditions). There is even some noncanonical material present in what we now call “the Septuagint”—4 Maccabees and the Psalms of Solomon—because it is present in some of the oldest Greek biblical manuscripts.

Because the books of the Hebrew Bible were translated by different people at different times, the Septuagint is not so much a single, uniform document as it is a compilation of translations, each of differing quality and philosophy. Some are relatively literal, translating word for word; others are fairly dynamic, translating phrase for phrase or idea for idea. Some translate similar Hebrew terminology in different ways. The LXX also includes some documents that appear to have been composed originally in Greek. So any translation of this body of literature, itself (largely but not entirely) a translation, will end up being diverse.




Translations of the Septuagint

Today there are only three English translations of the Septuagint that are widely available in print. One is the work of a single man, Lancelot Charles Lee Brenton, dating back to the middle of the nineteenth century. Another translation is found in the Orthodox Study Bible, published in 2008 by Thomas Nelson. The third is the New English Translation of the Septuagint (NETS), produced by a committee of Septuagint scholars and published by Oxford University Press in 2007, with a revision in 2009.

Each of these works has particular strengths and weaknesses.

•Brenton’s translation is simply dated, and in two respects: its textual basis does not reflect more recent discoveries of Septuagint manuscripts, and it relies on older views of the meanings of certain Greek words.

•The NETS is up to date with regard to these two issues, and it seeks a careful transparency to the Greek. But the NETS editors decided to transliterate rather than translate many proper names that are familiar to English readers. “David” is “Dauid,” “Joshua” is “Iesous.” This policy is helpful for certain readers in very specific circumstances, but it makes following the narrative more difficult for others. Also, in order to reflect that the Septuagint is subservient to the Hebrew text, the NETS was designed to be subservient to an English translation. But this means that rather than being an original translation from the Greek, the NETS is a modified NRSV.

•Similarly, as its translation of Psalm 22:5 (23:5 in Hebrew) shows, the Orthodox Study Bible is a revision of the NKJV that draws some vocabulary from Brenton’s translation.

The Lexham English Septuagint (LES), then, is the only contemporary English translation of the LXX that has been made directly from the Greek. It is not our goal to supplant any of these earlier translations. But just as those who use English translations in their study of the Bible find that insight and understanding of a given passage can be enhanced by comparing translations, our desire is that the LES would be one of the primary English translations of the Septuagint consulted in one’s study of the Jewish Scriptures, of apocryphal/deuterocanonical literature, and even of the New Testament and patristic literature.

In languages other than English, the Septuagint has recently been translated into German as Septuaginta Deutsch (LXX-D) from 1999–2008. A Spanish translation, La Biblia griega, was published in four volumes from 2008 to 2015. A French translation project, La Bible d’Alexandrie, was started in 1986 with a volume on Genesis and is now nearing completion.




Textual Basis and Critical Editions of the Septuagint

There are two main types of editions of original language texts: eclectic and diplomatic. An eclectic edition attempts to recreate the earliest form of the text based on available manuscript evidence and text-critical principles. It represents no single manuscript but uses the best readings from all available manuscripts in an effort to represent a form of the text that best explains how the alternate readings came about. Many eclectic editions have a textual apparatus that lists evidence for the reading adopted in the text as well as for the variant readings. For the New Testament, the Nestle-Aland family of printed Greek New Testaments provide examples of eclectic editions. For the Septuagint, Alfred Rahlfs’s edition (1935) and the still in-progress Göttingen editions are the available eclectic editions. In eclectic editions, the editor makes a decision regarding the original text for each word. Eclectic editions include a textual apparatus at the bottom of each page listing variant readings from other manuscripts. Rahlfs used only a handful of manuscripts when producing his edition, while the Göttingen editions aim to be comprehensive, listing every variant in all available manuscripts.

A diplomatic edition of an original language text, by contrast, is a transcription of a single manuscript in its entirety, supplemented from other manuscripts only when content is missing from that primary manuscript. Diplomatic editions may also offer an apparatus of variant readings, but they do not indicate which reading is considered better or preferred. H. B. Swete’s edition of the Septuagint, The Old Testament in Greek: According to the Septuagint, is an example of a diplomatic edition. For the most part, it provides the text found in Codex Vaticanus (which is also an important witness to the text of the Greek New Testament). Where Vaticanus is missing material, the text comes from comparable manuscripts such as the Codex Alexandrinus and the Codex Sinaiticus. Swete’s edition also provides an apparatus listing significant variations found in other major manuscripts.

The LES is a translation of Swete’s edition, the best diplomatic edition of the Septuagint that contains an apparatus of variant readings. For most books, Codex Vaticanus is generally of better quality (fewer errors) than other manuscripts, so for a diplomatic text, Swete chose his primary manuscript well. The fact that the LES is based on a diplomatic edition carries some implications for the translation style of the LES—because in a diplomatic edition the text represents an actual manuscript rather than a hypothetical original text. In the case of the LES, this means the point of reference is the person reading that Greek manuscript, rather than the person translating the Hebrew into Greek. In other words, the LES has in mind the translation not as produced, but as received. The LES seeks to replicate in English the same sort of reading experience that an ancient Greek speaker would have had when reading the Septuagint in Codex Vaticanus.

One textual issue that requires explanation is the presence of “alternative texts.” These appear for two distinct reasons. First, the book of Tobit appears in two versions because the text of one of the oldest manuscripts (Codex Sinaiticus) is so different from that of the other two oldest manuscripts (Codex Vaticanus and Codex Alexandrinus) that it would have been cumbersome to point out each of the differences in the usual way, in the critical apparatus. Instead, Swete opted to print the Sinaiticus version of Tobit separately. Correspondingly, in the LES both versions of Tobit are translated separately, with the Sinaiticus version as the “Alternate Text.” Second, the book of Daniel appears under the label “Alternate Texts” because of the reception history of the multiple translations of the Bible into Greek. The “Septuagint” (i.e., the translation attributed to the “seventy” translators) was not the only translation of the Jewish Scriptures into Greek in ancient times. Other translations appeared within a few centuries, translations attributed to “Theodotion,” “Aquila,” and “Symmachus.” In the case of the book of Daniel (with its additions “Susanna” and “Bel and the Dragon”), the older LXX translation actually fell out of favor among early Christians; in its place the translation of Theodotion began appearing in manuscripts of the Bible. Because this Theodotionic version of Daniel was so popular in biblical interpretation, Swete decided to print it alongside the “LXX” version of Daniel, and in the LES it is therefore included as an “Alternate Text.”




The History of the LES

The LES began as an interlinear edition of the Lexham Greek-English Interlinear Septuagint, which was edited under the leadership of Randall Tan. A diverse and talented group of translators created this original interlinear edition, upon which the LES is based.1 Rick Brannan initiated a project to take the material from this interlinear and use it as the initial basis for a translation. He wrote a program to reassemble, as much as possible, the interlinear lines into English word order.2 He invited Michael Aubrey, Isaiah Hoogendyk, Israel Loken, and Ken M. Penner to serve with him as contributing editors and supplied them with this machine-generated text to edit (in consultation with the Greek text, of course) into readable English. Each of these translators was responsible for a book or a group of books. These individual interlinear translations formed the original basis of the LES. The degree to which each of the contributing editors is responsible for the LES translation of their allotment depends on how much work the Lexham Greek-English Interlinear Septuagint for those books needed in order to become readable English. The amount of work varied, and the result is that the wording of some books of the interlinear is retained more than others. The goal of the LES was to transparently match the interlinear as much as possible; still, some books required an almost entirely new translation by the LES translator.

Brannan then reviewed and edited this English translation to meet basic guidelines established for the translation. Each of the editors’ submissions was further reviewed and then copy edited into a transparent, literal translation of the Septuagint, which was originally available only as a resource for Logos Bible Software.

Over the next several years, small mistakes were discovered and shortcomings identified, yet the LES continued to grow in popularity to the point that it was considered feasible to publish the translation for a print readership. Ken M. Penner was invited to reedit the LES with a view to publishing the LES as a print volume.




Translation Principles

Because the LES is intended to correspond to the Lexham Greek-English Interlinear Septuagint, the translation style of the LES is largely controlled by that resource. It is “formal” (or “literal”): it has a strong transparent connection to the Greek, because it is derived from an interlinear.

The second edition of the LES makes more of an effort than the first to focus on the text as received rather than as produced. Because this approach shifts the point of reference from a diverse group to a single implied reader, the new LES exhibits more consistency than the (multieditor) first edition. Every effort was made to render the Greek in its own right, with no eye to the Hebrew at all. The LES is an attempt to answer the question, “How would this text have been read—understood and experienced—by a fourth century, Greek-speaking gentile Christian?” This implied reader’s knowledge of Hebrew and Jewish customs is restricted to what could be learned from the Greek Scriptures and by observing fourth-century Jews in the Greco-Roman world.

The English translation should feel idiomatic where the Greek is idiomatic. It should feel formal where the Greek is formal. It should feel foreign where the Greek feels foreign. In other words, it is not only acceptable, it is positively desirable for the LES to feel like a translation, to the extent that Greek readers would have been aware that they were reading a translation. Ideally, the translation should be as rough or as smooth as the Greek would have seemed to a Greek reader who knew no Hebrew. Sometimes in Ecclesiastes this meant translating some rather unconventional uses of συν (sun) into awkward English. Sometimes it meant that phrases that were idiomatic in Hebrew but not in Greek—such as prepositional expressions using body parts—were translated literally into English just as they were into Greek. In cases where periphrastic prepositions involving πρόσωπον (prosopon) were idiomatic Greek, an idiomatic English translation appears in the text. But since (according to Muraoka’s Syntax) they are Hebraisms, the foreign feel was retained by translating literally. Never in nonbiblical Greek does πρόσωπον mean “presence” (at least not in any way not also covered by “face” in English), so it should not be so translated in English. Greek readers were able to make sense of these foreign-sounding expressions, and English readers can, too. Most commonly, this principle meant that Greek καί (kai) should almost always be “and.” A Greek reader would be struck by the lack of variety in conjunctions; to produce a similar effect in English, καί as a conjunction should consistently be “and” rather than “so” or “then” or “but”—as much as possible without changing the sense. On the other hand, where the Greek style was typical, as in most of the books of the Maccabees, the English of the LES is idiomatic as well. Where a phrase would have sounded formulaic but not foreign—such as τάδε εἶπεν/λέγει (tade eipen/legei)—to a Greek reader, it is rendered in equally formulaic English: hence the translation “thus said/says.”




Vocabulary

Because the first edition of the LES began with dozens of individual translators working on individual books, and because it was edited in the same way—one book at a time, by five editors—there were places where a phrase or term was not consistently translated across the whole of the LES. For example, one translator might have rendered ἔλεος as “pity” and the others as “mercy.” The second edition of the LES makes more of an effort to focus on the text as received rather than as produced and therefore exhibits some effort to establish lexical consistency, especially where inconsistency in English word choice obscured verbal connections within or between passages—or semantic associations that would have occurred to the ancient Greek reader.

We were guided by the principle that if the Greek is smooth and represents good Greek style, then the English equivalent should convey that style, and that the English should be awkward if the Greek is awkward. Applying this guiding translation principle to vocabulary prompted two guidelines. (1) Where the Greek has a common word, use a common English word; where the Greek has unusual (one might say “marked”) vocabulary, use similarly unusual English diction. (2) Make it possible to notice the same verbal connections that a Greek reader would, both within a passage and between passages. Where words are cognate in Greek (such as nouns and verbs from the same root) they should also be cognate in English. Conversely, because an English reader might infer that a certain Greek word lies behind each instance of a certain English gloss, we sought consistency in both directions. For example, εἶπον should never be “replied” rather than “said,” because the English reader might infer a different Greek word if “replied” were used.

In choosing that preferred consistent gloss, we took four points into consideration: (1) how this word is translated in the rest of the LES; (2) the range of meaning in (primarily older) nonbiblical Greek (using classical lexica); (3) the range of meanings that would occur to a fourth-century Christian reader (using lexica of patristic Greek); (4) preserving distinctions among words with semantic overlap (using Muraoka’s lists at the end of an entry, for example, because the alternatives to φυλάσσω [phulasso] are τηρέω [tereo, “keep”], εὐλαβέομαι [eulabeomai, “beware,” “fear”], and σκοπεύω [skopeuo, “keep watch”], “keep” is an inappropriate gloss for for φυλάσσω).

Yet we did not seek a forced lexical consistency that ignores context. Instead, we prefer some lexical flexibility to suit the context. For example, because λέγω/εἶπον (lego/eipon) with the dative is smooth Greek, in English “tell”/“told” is a suitable rendering; it retains that smoothness. There will be some necessary variation because of context, such as ψυχη (psuche) as “soul” and “life,” even though ζωη (zoe) is also “life.” In a few cases, none of the formally equivalent English glosses would have produced the same effect as the Greek word. One such example is οὐρανός (ouranos). “Sky” and “heaven” would both seem to be candidates, but neither is adequate because οὐρανός connoted a divine realm, whereas in current English “sky” has only physical connotations. On the other hand, “heaven” as used in contemporary English is almost exclusively about postmortem rewards, which were not at all implied by οὐρανός. Consequently, the preferred English equivalent is “the heavens” despite the grammatical mismatch in number.

The shift from the third-second century BCE Alexandria (LXX as produced) to the fourth century Christianizing Roman Empire (the time Codex Vaticanus was first read) did not yield many cases in which the semantic range of a word had changed so much as to warrant a different translation. But in those cases in which the meaning had evolved (mainly due to the influence of the New Testament), the meaning at the time of reception would take precedence. Examples include a shift from “wind” to “spirit” and from “maiden” to “virgin.”




Gender

With regard to gender issues in translation, the LES strives to translate as literally as possible, in a contextually appropriate manner, using terminology that is widely acceptable. The goal is contextually appropriate semantics more than gender-inclusive wording. Perhaps the most notable example is the phrase “sons of” as a translation for a generic people group such as Israel. In such instances, the first edition of the LES had “children of Israel” instead of “sons of Israel,” and for people groups other than Israel, “descendants of” was used in place of “sons of.” In each such instance, a note was included indicating the alternate translation “sons of.” This second edition has eliminated these footnotes and consistently uses the translation “sons of.” This policy rests on the observation that the Greek word υἱός (huios)—translated “sons”—almost never refers to both genders; rather it is used when “sons” is contrasted with “daughters.” When both genders were intended, a Greek writer would specify “sons and daughters.” Similarly, although the first edition of the LES sometimes translated the Greek word for “fathers” with the gender-inclusive “ancestors” when the context suggested earlier generations, the second edition uses “fathers” more consistently, on the basis of Greek usage. These translation equivalents bring today’s reader to the ancient culture rather than the reverse.

By contrast, a different situation pertains to the Greek words for “man” and “humanity.” Greek has both a gender-specific word for “man” and a gender-inclusive word for “humans” or “people”: ἄνθρωπος (anthropos). Only very rarely is ἄνθρωπος contrasted with “woman.” Therefore the LES translates ἄνθρωπος as “humanity,” “human,” “people,” or “person” unless the context is referring to a specific person, as when calling someone an “ἄνθρωπος of God.” Translating this phrase as a “person of” or “human of” God would yield awkward English where there was normal Greek. In such cases, “man” or “woman” is preferable in order not to distort the impression that would have been made on the ancient Greek reader.




Proper Nouns

A longstanding issue in Septuagint studies has been how to render Septuagint names in English. Hatch and Redpath, to their credit, include an appendix of more than 160 pages with listings of Greek proper names, their instances, and their Hebrew equivalents where available.3 This appendix is the best resource available today on proper nouns in the Septuagint.

Recent Greek-English lexicons of the Septuagint largely skip over the problem. Regarding the inclusion of proper nouns in their lexicon, Lust, Eynikel, and Hauspie note, “Proper names are included only when they are a transliteration of Hebrew words that are common nouns.”4 Muraoka does not mention proper nouns in his front matter,5 and he seems to include only the most common proper nouns (e.g., Μωϋσῆς, Moses) in the body of his lexicon. This means that outside of Hatch and Redpath, one of the best references to consult regarding names in the Septuagint is actually a lexicon of New Testament Greek, BDAG,6 which has entries for names that occur in the New Testament, many of which also occur in the Septuagint.

The NETS tends to render Greek names by transliteration. They describe their method:

Names have been treated in essentially two ways: (1) as translations of Hebrew (or Aramaic), i.e., names in general use in the Hellenistic world apart from the LXX, and (2) as transcriptions of Hebrew (or Aramaic), i.e., names produced de novo from the source language. The former have been given their standard equivalent in English (e.g. Egypt and Syria) while the latter appear in English transcription (e.g. Dauid and Salomon).7

This is a straightforward and consistent solution that is faithful to NETS’ underlying method, but this solution creates difficulties for those whose primary familiarity with the Old Testament material is through English translations of the Hebrew Bible. Although some transliterations are easy enough to recognize (such as Ieremias, “Jeremiah”), others don’t correlate in ways readily obvious to all readers (such as Selo, “Shiloh”), and some are possibly confusing (such as Iesous, “Joshua”). Names are difficult enough to track in English translations of the Hebrew Bible; when they are rendered in an English transliteration of their Greek form, some names become virtually impossible to identify. Therefore, where possible the LES uses the common English form of the related Hebrew proper noun to render the Greek form of that noun: it translates rather than transliterates. For the apocryphal/deuterocanonical books of the Septuagint that have no underlying Hebrew, LES uses the NRSV to maintain consistency among names. Only in cases where no direct link could be established with the Hebrew does the LES use a transliterated form of the name. The result is that the text, for the most part, uses recognizable and familiar forms of names for people, places, and people groups.

The first edition of the LES included the transliterated forms8 of Greek proper names as footnotes so that scholars and students could have access to the Greek forms. Such footnotes were not cumbersome in a digital publication, but because the second edition was prepared for print publication, these footnotes have been omitted from the second edition.




Conclusion

In the introduction to his lexicon of the Septuagint, Takamitsu Muraoka wrote:

Following a series of exploratory studies and debates, we have come to the conclusion that we had best read the Septuagint as a Greek document and try to find out what sense a reader in a period roughly 250 B.C.–100 A.D. who was ignorant of Hebrew or Aramaic might have made of the translation, although we did compare the two texts all along.9

Muraoka’s conclusion is sensible and sums up the overall approach followed during the translation and editorial phases of work on the LES. The Septuagint is treated and understood as a Greek document, and it is translated with the desire to allow English readers to read the Greek document. Although it may be helpful to consult the underlying Hebrew and Aramaic texts—particularly when the Greek text is difficult to understand—we must remember that the Septuagint was a Greek document, written so that Greek speakers and readers who knew little or nothing of Hebrew could read and hear the writings of the Hebrew Bible in their native tongue.

People have been translating the Scriptures into their own native tongues ever since. We trust you will find this translation of the Septuagint useful in your studies.

And may God do good to you and remember his covenant that he made with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, his faithful servants. And may he grant you all a heart for everything to worship him and do his will with a strong heart and a willing soul. (2 Maccabees 1:2–3 LES)

Ken M. Penner and Rick Brannan

July 2019
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GENESIS




The Beginning

1 In the beginning, God made the heavens and the earth. 2 But the earth was unseen and unprepared, and darkness was upon the deep. And the spirit of God rushed upon the water. 3 And God said, “Let light come into being.” And light came into being. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good. And God made a separation between the light and the darkness. 5 And God named the light day and the darkness he named night. And there was evening, and there was morning, the first day. 

6 And God said, “Let a firmament come into being in the midst of the water, and let a separator be in the midst of the water.”a And so it happened. 7 And God made the firmament, and God made a separation in the midst of the water that was under the firmament and in the midst of the water that was upon the firmament. 8 And God named the firmament heaven.b And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there was morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, “Let the water that is under the heavens be gathered together into one assembly, and let the dryness appear.” And so it happened. And the water under the heavens was brought together into their assembly, and the dryness appeared. 10 And God named the dryness earth, and the assemblies of the waters he named seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout fodder plants, sowing seed according to kind and according to likeness, and fruit-bearing tree making fruit whose seed is itself in the tree, according to kind in regard to likeness upon the earth.” And so it happened. 12 And the earth brought forth fodder plants, sowing seed according to kind and according to likeness, and the fruit-bearing tree making fruit whose seed is itself in the tree, corresponding to its kind upon the earth. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was morning, the third day. 

14 And God said, “Let luminaries come into being in the firmament of the heavens for illumination of the earth and rule the days and the nights and make a separation in the midst of the day and in the midst of the night. And let them be for a sign and for seasons and for days and for years. 15 And let them be for illumination in the firmament of the heavens so that they might give light upon the earth.” And so it happened. 16 And God made the two big luminaries, the big luminary to have authority over the day, and the little luminary to have authority over the night and the stars. 17 And God placed them in the firmament of the heavens so that they might shine upon the earth 18 and rule over the day and the night and to make a separation in the midst of the light and in the midst of the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning, the fourth day. 

20 And God said, “Let the water bring forth living, creeping thingsc and birds flying above the earth in relation to the firmament of the heavens.” And so it happened. 21 And God made the very large fish and every life of living creeping things that the water brought forth according to their kind and every bird with wings according to kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Increase and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let the birds multiply upon the earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth a living creature according to kind, quadrupeds and creeping things and wild animals of the earth according to kind.” And so it happened. 25 And God made the wild animals of the earth according to kind and the livestock according to kind and all the creeping things of the earth according to their kind. And God saw that it was good. 26 And God said, “Let us make humankind according to our image and according to our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and the livestock and all the earth and all the creeping things that creep upon the earth.” 27 And God made humankind; he made him according to the image of God; he made them male and female. 28 And God blessed them, saying, “Increase and multiply, and fill the earth, and gain dominion over it, and rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and all the livestock and all the earth and all the creeping things that creep upon the earth.” 29 And God said, “Look, I have given to you every herb that has sowable seed that is upon all the earth, and every tree that has sowable seed in its fruit will become food for you, 30 and for all the wild animals of the earth and for all the birds of the heavens and for every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth that has soul of life in itself. And all green fodder will be for food.” And so it happened. 31 And God saw everything that he made, and look, it was very good! And there was evening, and there was morning, the sixth day. 




God Rests

2 The heavens and the earth and all their ornamentation were completed. 2 God completed his works that he did on the sixth day, and on the seventh day he ceased from all his works that he did. 3 God blessed the seventh day and made it sacred, because on it he ceased from all his works that God began to do. 

Adam and Eve

4 This is the book of the origin of the heavens and the earth, when they came into being, on the day when the Lord God made the heavens and the earth, 5 and every green plant of the field before they came to be upon the earth, and every herb of the field before they had grown up. For God had not sent rain upon the earth, and there was no human to work the earth, 6 but a spring came up out of the earth and watered all the face of the earth. 7 And God formed the human with dust from the earth and blew the breath of life into his face, and the human came into being as a living soul. 

8 The Lord God planted a paradise in Eden toward the east and there he placed the human that he formed. 9 And God further brought up from the earth every tree beautiful to the sight and good for food, and the tree of life in the midst of the paradise, and the tree for knowing what is known of good and of evil. 10 But a river goes out from Eden to water the paradise; from that place it separates into four sources. 11 The name of the one is Pishon; this is the one encircling all the land of Havilah, there where the gold is. 12 But the gold of that land is beautiful; and the carbuncle and the green stone are there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon; this is the one encircling all the land of Cush. 14 The third river is the Tigris; this is the one going opposite the Assyrians. And the fourth river, this is the Euphrates. 15 The Lord God took the human that he formed, and he placed him in the paradise to work and to keep it. 16 The Lord God commanded Adam, saying, “From every tree that is in the paradise you may eat for food, 17 but from the tree for knowing good and evil, you will not eat from it. And on whichever day you eat from it, you will surely die.”a 

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good that the human is alone; let us make for him a helper like him.” 19 And God further formed from the earth all the wild animals of the field and all the birds of the heavens. And he led them to Adam to see what he would name them, and anything, whatever Adam named it as a living soul, this was its name. 20 Adam gave names to all the livestock and to all the birds of the heavens and to all the wild animals of the field, yet for Adam, no helper resembling him was found. 21 So God laid a trance upon Adam and put him to sleep; and he took one of his ribs and filled up the flesh in the place of it. 22 The Lord God built the rib that he took from Adam into a woman, and he led her to Adam. 23 And Adam said, “Now this is bone from my bones and flesh from my flesh; she will be named ‘Woman’ because she was taken from her man.” 24 For this reason a man will leave behind his father and his mother and will cleave to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. 




The Fall

3 The two were naked, both Adam and his wife, and they did not feel shame.b Now the serpent was wiser than all the wild animals that were upon the earth that the Lord God made. 

And the serpent said to the woman, “Why is it that God said, ‘You may not eat from every tree of the garden?’ ” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “From every tree of the garden we may eat, 3 but from the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden God said, ‘You will not eat from it, nor may you touch it, in order that you might not die.’ ” 4 The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die;c 5 for God knows that in the day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be as gods who know good and evil.” 6 The woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was pleasing to the eyes to look at and it was seasonable to look at, and after taking some of its fruit, she ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and they ate. 7 Then the eyes of the two were opened, and they realized that they were naked, and they sewed together fig-tree leaves and made for themselves loincloths. 

8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking about in the garden in the evening, and both Adam and his wife hid from the face of the Lord God in the middle of the tree of the garden. 9 And Lord God summoned Adam and said to him, “Adam, where are you?” 10 He said to him, “I heard the sound of you walking about in the garden, and I was afraid because I am naked, and I hid.” 11 He said to him, “Who told you that you are naked? Unless you have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you ‘From this one alone, do not eat.’ ” 12 Adam said, “The woman with me, whom you gave, she gave me something from the tree, and I ate.” 13 The Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, accursed are you of all the livestock and of all the wild animals of the earth. You will go upon your chest and belly, and you will eat earth all the days of your life. 15 I will place enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he will watch your head carefully, and you will watch his heel carefully.” 16 He said to the woman, “Multiplying, I will multiply your pain and your moaning. You will bring forth children in pain, and your recourse will be to your husband, and he will be master over you.” 17 And he said to Adam, “Because you obeyed the voice of your wife and ate from the tree of which I commanded you, ‘From only this one, do not eat,’ you ate from that one, the earth is accursed by your works. In pain you will eat it all the days of your life. 18 Thorns and thistles will grow up for you. You will eat the herbs of the field. 19 You will eat your bread by the sweat of your face until you return into the earth from which you were taken; because you are earth, and you will depart into the earth.” 

20 Adam called the name of the woman Zoe,a because she was mother of all the living. 21 The Lord God made tunics of skin for Adam and his wife, and he put them on them. 

22 And the Lord God said, “Look, Adam has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; so now may he never stretch out his hand and take from the tree of life and eat, and will live forever.”b 23 So the Lord God sent him away from the luxurious garden to work the earth from which he was taken. 24 So he threw Adam out and settled him opposite the luxurious garden and stationed the cherubim and the flaming, turning sword to guard the way to the tree of life. 




Cain and Abel

4 And Adam knew Eve, his wife, and she conceived and brought forth Cain and said, “I have acquired a man through God.” 2 And she proceeded to bring forth his brother, Abel. 

Abel became a herdsman of sheep, and Cain was working the earth. 3 Now this happened after a number of days: Cain brought some of the fruit of the earth as an offering for the Lord, 4 and Abel himself also brought some of the firstborn of his sheep and some of their hard fat parts. God looked upon Abel and upon his gifts, 5 but he did not pay attention to Cain and upon his offerings. He grieved Cain very much, and he fell in face. 6 The Lord God said to Cain, “Why have you become deeply grieved, and why has your face fallen? 7 Have you not sinned if you offer rightly but do not divide rightly? Calm down! His recourse will be to you, and you will rule him.” 8 And Cain said to Abel, his brother, “Let’s walk through the field.” And this happened while they were in the field: Cain rose against Abel, his brother, and he killed him. 9 Then God said to Cain, “Where is Abel, your brother?” But he said, “I don’t know. I’m not my brother’s guardian, am I?” 10 God said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the earth. 11 Now, accursed are you upon the earth, which opened its mouth wide to receive the blood of your brother from your hand, 12 because you will work the earth; it will not proceed to give its strength to you. You will moan and tremble upon the earth.” 13 Cain said to the Lord, “My guilt is too great for me to be forgiven. 14 If you throw me out today from the face of the earth, and I will be hidden from your face, then I will be moaning and trembling upon the earth, and anyone who finds me will kill me.” 15 The Lord God said to him, “It will not be like that. Anyone who kills Cain will release seven reprisals. The Lord God has placed a sign for Cain so that none who find him would kill him.” 16 Cain went out from the face of God and lived in the land of Nod, opposite Eden. 

17 Cain knew his wife, and once she conceived she brought forth Enoch. He was building a city and named the city after the name of his son, Enoch. 18 Irad was born to Enoch,a and Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. 19 Lamech took two wives for himself; the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the second was Zillah. 20 Adah brought forth Jabal. This man was the father of cattle raisers who live in tents. 21 The name of his brother was Jubal. This man was the one who invented the harp and lyre. 22 Zillah brought forth—even she—Tubal-cain, and he was a hammer-using coppersmith of copper and of iron. The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 23 Lamech said to his wives: 

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice, 

wives of Lamech, give ear to my words, 

because I killed a man for a wound to me 

and a young man for a bruise to me, 

24 because sevenfold revenge has been given to Cain,b 

but from Lamech seventy times seven.” 

25 Adam knew Eve, his wife, and, once she conceived, she brought forth a son and called his name Seth, saying, “Because God raised up another offspring for me in the place of Abel, whom Cain killed.” 26 Seth had a son, and he called his name Enosh. This one hoped to invoke the name of the Lord God. 




Adam’s Descendants

5 This is the book of the generation of humans on the day when God made Adam, he made him according to the image of God. 2 He made them male and female. He blessed them, and he named their name Adam on the day when he made them. 3 Adam lived two hundred and thirty years and fathered a child according to his appearance and according to his image, and he named his name Seth. 4 The days of Adam after he fathered Seth were seven hundred years, and he fathered sons and daughters. 5 And all the days of Adam that he lived were nine hundred and thirty years, and he died. 

6 Seth lived two hundred and five years, and he fathered Enosh. 7 And after he fathered Enosh, Seth lived seven hundred and seven years, and he fathered sons and daughters. 8 And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years, and he died. 

9 And Enosh lived one hundred and ninety years, and he fathered Kenan. 10 And after he fathered Kenan, Enosh lived seven hundred and fifteen years, and he fathered sons and daughters. 11 And all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years, and he died. 

12 And Kenan lived one hundred and seventy years, and he fathered Mahalalel. 13 And after he fathered Mahalalel, Kenan lived seven hundred and forty years, and he fathered sons and daughters. 14 And all the days of Kenan were nine hundred and ten years, and he died. 

15 And Mahalalel lived one hundred and sixty-five years, and he fathered Jared. 16 And after he fathered Jared, Mahalalel lived seven hundred and thirty years, and he fathered sons and daughters. 17 And all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years, and he died. 

18 And Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and he fathered Enoch. 19 And after he fathered Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred years, and he fathered sons and daughters. 20 And all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years, and he died. 21 And Enoch lived one hundred and sixty-five years, and he fathered Methuselah. 22 Enoch was very pleasing to God for two hundred years after he fathered Methuselah, and he fathered sons and daughters. 23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 And Enoch was very pleasing to God and was not found because God transposed him. 

25 And Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and he fathered Lamech. 26 And after he fathered Lamech, Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years, and he fathered sons and daughters. 27 And all the days of Methuselah, which he lived, were nine hundred and sixty-nine years, and he died. 

28 And Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-eight years, and he fathered a son. 29 And he gavea him the name Noah, saying, “This one will relieve us from our works and from the pains of our hands and from the earth which the Lord God cursed.” 30 And after he fathered Noah, Lamech lived five hundred and sixty-five years, and he fathered sons and daughters. 31 And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and fifty-three years, and he died. 




Corruption of Humanity

6 bAnd Noah lived five hundred years, and Noah fathered three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

And it happened when humans began to become numerous upon the earth, and they had daughters, 2 the angels of God, having seen the daughters of humans, that they were beautiful, took for themselves women from all whom they picked out. 3 The Lord God said, “My breath will certainly not reside in these humans for very longc because they are flesh, but their days will be one hundred and twenty years.” 4 Now giants were upon the earth in those days, and after that, whenever the sons of God entered into the daughters of humans, they fathered children for themselves; those were the giants who were from long ago, the people of renown. 5 Now the Lord God saw that the wicked actions of humans multiplied upon the earth, and everyone was focused in his heart on evil things all their days. 6 And God reflected that he made humankind upon the earth and considered. 7 And God said, “I will discard humanity, whom I made, from the face of the earth, from human to animal, and from creeping things to winged birds of the heavens, because I am angry that I made them.” 8 But Noah found grace before the Lord God. 

Judgment of Humanity

9 Now these are the generations of Noah: Noah, a righteous person who was perfect among his generation. Noah was pleasing to God. 10 Noah fathered three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 11 Now the earth was marred before God, and the earth was full of wrongdoing. 12 The Lord God saw the earth, and it was corrupted because all flesh was corrupting its way upon the earth. 

13 God said to Noah, “The time of all humanity has come before me because the earth was full of wrongdoing from them, and, look, I am destroying them and the earth. 14 So then make for yourself an ark from trees; you will make the ark of squared compartments and smear it inside and outside with pitch. 15 In this way you will make the ark: three hundred cubits the length of the ark, and fifty cubits the width, and thirty cubits its height. 16 While gathering that together, you will make the ark. You will complete it to a cubit from above. And you will make the door of the ark out of the sides; with a ground floor, with two stories, and with three stories you will make it. 17 Look, I am bringing the deluge, water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which the breath of life under the heavens is in it, and whatever is upon the earth will come to an end. 18 I will establish my testament with you; and you will enter into the ark, you and your sons and your wife and the wives of your sons with you. 19 And of all the livestock and of all the creeping things and of all the wild animals and of all flesh, two by two of all you will bring into the ark in order that you might feed them with yourself; male and female they will be. 20 Of all the winged birds according to their kind and of all the livestock according to their kind and of all the creeping things that are creeping upon the earth according to their kind, two by two of all will enter with you to be fed with you, male and female. 21 You will take for yourself of all the food that you will consume, and you will gather it together to yourself, and it will be for you and for them to eat.” 22 And Noah did everything that the Lord God commanded him; thus he did. 




The Flood

7 The Lord God said to Noah, “Enter, you and your whole house, into the ark, because I have seen you as righteous before me in this generation. 2 Of the clean livestock lead in for yourself, seven by seven, male and female. Of the unclean livestock, two by two, male and female. 3 Of the clean birds of the heavens, seven by seven, male and female; and of all the unclean birds, two by two, male and female, to maintain offspring upon all the earth. 4 For in seven days I am bringing rain upon the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will destroy all the heights that I created from the face of the earth.” 5 And Noah did everything that the Lord God commanded him. 

6 Noah was six hundred years old, and the deluge was upon the earth. 7 Noah and his sons and his wife and the wives of his sons entered with him into the ark, because of the water of the deluge. 8 And of the birds and of the clean livestock and of the unclean livestock and of the birds and from all the creeping things that were upon the earth, 9 two by two they entered to Noah into the ark, male and female, just as God commanded him. 

10 And this happened: after the seven days, the water of the deluge came upon the earth. 11 In the six hundredth year in the life of Noah, during the second month, on the twenty-seventh of the month, on this day all the springs of the deeps burst forth, and the waterfalls of the heavens were opened. 12 And the rain came upon the earth for forty days and forty nights. 

13 On this day Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and the wife of Noah, and the three wives of his sons entered with him into the ark. 14 And all the wild animals according to their kind and all the livestock according to their kind and every creeping thing moving upon the earth according to its kind and every bird according to its kind, 15 they entered with Noah into the ark, two by two, male and female, from all flesh in which there is the breath of life. 16 And the things that entered, male and female of all flesh, entered just as God commanded Noah. And the Lord God shut the ark from its outside. 

17 And the deluge happened upon the earth, for forty days and forty nights upon the earth. And the water increased, and it lifted the ark. and it was raised up from the earth. 18 And the water prevailed and increased very much upon the earth, and the ark was being carried upon the water. 19 The water prevailed extremely over the earth and covered up all the high mountains that are under the heavens. 20 The water rose up fifteen cubits, and it covered all the high mountains. 21 And all flesh of the birds and of the livestock and of the beasts moving over the earth, and every creeping thing moving on the earth, and every human died. 22 And everything that has the breath of life and everything that was upon the dry land died. 23 And he wiped out everything that rose up on the face of all the earth, from human to animal and creeping things and the birds of the heavens. They were wiped out from the earth, and only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained. 24 The water was raised up over the earth for one hundred and fifty days. 




The Flood Subsides

8 God remembered Noah and all of the beasts and all of the livestock and all of the birds and all of the creeping things, all that were with him in the ark, and God brought a wind upon the earth, and the water abated. 2 And the fountains of the deep and the waterfalls of the heavens were revealed, and the rain from the heavens was held back. 3 The water subsided, going from the earth. The water subsided and lessened after one hundred and fifty days. 4 The ark ran aground in the seventh month on the twenty-seventh day of the month on the Ararat mountains. 5 The water, going, kept diminishing until the tenth month, and in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains appeared. 

6 And this happened: after forty days, Noah opened the window of the ark that he made, 7 and he sent off the raven to see if the water had abated. After it went out, it did not return until the water dried up from the earth. 8 He sent off the dove after it to see if the water had abated from of the earth, 9 and when the dove did not find rest for its feet, it returned to him in the ark, because water was on all the face of all the earth; and stretching out his hand, he took it and brought it in to himself into the ark. 10 Having waited yet another seven days, again he sent forth the dove from the ark. 11 The dove returned to him toward evening,a and it had a dry leaf of an olive tree in its mouth, so Noah knew that the water had abated from the earth. 12 And having waited yet another seven days, again he sent forth the dove, and it no longer proceeded to return to him. 

13 And it happened in the six hundredth and first year in the life of Noah, during the first month, on the first day of the month: the water ceased from the earth. Noah uncovered the roof of the ark, and he saw that the water had ceased from the face of the earth. 14 And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth dried up. 

15 The Lord God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 “Go out from the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons’ wives with you, 17 and bring out with you all the wild animals, all that are with you, and all flesh from birds to livestock, and every reptile moving on the earth, and increase and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah and his wife and his sons and his sons’ wives came out with him, 19 and all the wild animals and all the livestock and every bird and every reptile moving on the earth; they came out of the ark according to their kind. 

God’s Covenant with Noah

20 Noah built an altar to God, and he took from all the clean livestock and from all the clean birds, and he offered a whole burnt offering on the altar. 21 And the Lord God smelled a sweet smell, and the Lord God, pondered it and said: “I will never curse the earth further because of the deeds of humans, because the intention of humankind is focused on what is evil from youth. Therefore, I will proceed to strike all living flesh no further as I have done. 22 All the days of the earth, seed time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and spring, day and night will not cease.” 




9 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Increase and multiply and fill the earth and exercise dominion over it. 2 And the trembling and fear of you will be upon all the wild animals of the earth and on all the birds of the heavens and on all the moving things on the earth and all the fish of the sea. I have put them under your hands. 3 And every moving thing that is living will be yours for food; like grassy vegetables, I give you all things. 4 But you shall not eat meat with the blood of life. 5 For indeed, I will seek out your life blood, I will seek it at the hand of all the wild animals, and I will seek the life of the human at the hand of a fellow human. 6 One who sheds the blood of a human shall be shed in place of his blood, because I made humankind in God’s image. 7 But as for you, increase and multiply and fill the earth and multiply upon the earth.” 

8 And God spoke to Noah and his sons with him, saying, 9 “Look, I am establishing my covenant with you and your seed after you, 10 and for every soul living with you, from birds and livestock, and with all the wild animals of the earth, all that are with you of all those who came out from the ark. 11 And I will establish my covenant with you, and all flesh will no longer die from flood water, and no longer will there be a flood of water to destroy all the earth.” 12 And the Lord God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I am giving between me and you and every living soul that is with you for lasting generations: 13 I am placing my rainbow in the cloud, and it will be for a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 And this will happen: at the time when I collect clouds on the earth, my rainbow will be seen in the cloud, 15 and I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living soul in all flesh, and the water no longer will become a flood, so as to wipe out all flesh. 16 And my rainbow will be in the cloud, and I will see it to remember a lasting covenant between me and every living soul among all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I arranged between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

Noah’s Drunkenness

18 Now the sons of Noah who went out from the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth: Ham was father of Canaan. 19 These three are the sons of Noah. From these they were scattered about over all the earth. 

20 And Noah was the first soil-tillinga human, and he planted a vineyard. 21 And he drank some of the wine and was drunk and stripped naked in his house. 22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s nakedness. And when he went out, he told his two brothers outside. 23 And Shem and Japheth, took the garment and lay it on their two backs and walked backward and covered their father’s nakedness. And their face was looking backward, and they did not see their father’s nakedness. 24 And Noah sobered up from the wine and found out what his younger son had done to him, 25 and he said, 

“Accursed be Canaan. 

A household servant he will be to his brothers.” 

26 And he said, 

“Blessed be the Lord the God of Shem, 

and Canaan will be his servant. 

27 May God make room for Japheth. 

Let him dwell in the houses of Shem, 

and let Canaan become their servant.” 

28 Noah lived for three hundred and fifty years after the flood. 29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years, and he died. 




Noah’s Descendants

10 These now are the generations of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, Japheth; and sons were born to them after the flood. 

2 The sons of Japheth were Gomer and Magog and Madai and Javan and Elishah and Tubal and Meshech and Tiras. 3 And the sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz and Riphath and Thorgama. 4 And the sons of Javan were Elishah and Tarshish, Kittim, Rodanim.b 5 The islands of the nations were marked off from these on their land, each according to their tongue in their tribes and their nations. 

6 The sons of Ham were Cush and Egypt, Put and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush were Sheba and Havilah and Sabtah and Raamah and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan. 8 Cush fathered Nimrod. He was the first to be a giant on the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter before the Lord God; because of this they will say, “As Nimrod was a mighty hunter before the Lord.” 10 And the beginning of his kingdom became Babylon and Erech and Accad and Calneh in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went out to Assyria and built Nineveh and the city of Rehoboth and Calah, 12 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah; this is the great city. 13 And Egypt fathered the Lydians and the Nephthalim and the Anemim and the Lehabim 14 and the Pathrusim and the Casluhim, from whom the Philistines came, and the Cretans. 15 Canaan fathered Sidon, his firstborn, and the Hittite 16 and the Jebusite and the Amorite and the Girgashite 17 and the Hivite and the Arkite and the Sinite 18 and the Arvadite and the Zemarite and the Hamathite. After this the tribes of the Canaanites were scattered around. 19 And the boundaries of the Canaanites were from Sidon until one comes to Gerar and Gaza, until one comes toa Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, as far as Dasa. 20 These are the sons of Ham, in their tribes according to their tongues in their territories and in their nations. 

21 And to Shem were born children, even to him, the father of all the sons of Eber, the brother of Japheth the great. 22 The sons of Shem were Elam and Assyria and Arpachshad and Lud and Aram. 23 And the sons of Aram were Uz and Hul and Gether and Meshech. 24 And Arpachshad fathered Kenan, and Kenan fathered Shelah. Shelah fathered Eber. 25 And to Eber was brought forth two sons: the name of the the first was Peleg, because in his days the earth was divided, and the name of his brother was Joktan. 26 Joktan brought forth Almodad and Sheleph and Hazarmaveth and Jerah 27 and Hadoram and Uzal and Diklah 28 and Abimael and Sheba 29 and Ophir and Havilah and Jobab. All these are the sons of Joktan. 30 And their dwelling was from Massa until coming to Ophir, a mountain of the east. 31 These are the sons of Shem in their tribes according to their tongues in their territories and in their nations. 

32 These are the tribes of the sons of Noah according to their generations, according to their nations. From these the islands of the nations were scattered about on the earth after the flood. 




The Tower of Babel

11 And all the earth was one language, and there was one voice for all. 2 And this happened when they moved from the east: they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they settled there. 3 And a human said to their neighbor, “Come on, let’s make bricks and bake them in the fire.” And the brick turned into stone for them, and the clay was asphalt for them. 4 And they said, “Come on, let’s build ourselves a city and a tower whose head will be as far as the heavens, and we will make a name for ourselves before we are scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the sons of humans built. 6 And the Lord said, “Look, there is one race and one language of all, and they have begun to do this, and now they will not fail at all that they try to do. 7 Come on, let’s go down there to confound their tongue, so that each of them will not understandb their neighbor’s voice.” 8 And the Lord scattered them from that place over the face of all the earth, and they stopped building the city and the tower. 9 Because of this they called its name Confusion, because there the Lord confounded the language of all the earth, and from there the Lord God scattered them over the face of all the earth. 

Shem’s Descendants

10 And these are the generations of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old when he fathered Arpachshad during the second year after the flood. 11 And Shem lived for five hundred years after he fathered Arpachshad, and he fathered sons and daughters, and he died. 

12 And Arpachshad lived one hundred and thirty-five years and fathered Kenan. 13 And Arpachshad lived after he fathered Kenan for four hundred and thirty years, and he fathered sons and daughters, and he died. And Kenan lived one hundred and thirty years, and he fathered Shelah, and Kenan lived after he fathered Shelah for three hundred and thirty years, and he fathered sons and daughters, and he died. 

14 And Shelah lived one hundred and thirty years and fathered Eber. 15 And Shelah lived after he fathered Eber for three hundred and thirty years, and he fathered sons and daughters, and he died. 

16 And Eber lived one hundred and thirty-four years and fathered Peleg. 17 And Eber lived after he fathered Peleg for three hundred and seventy years, and he fathered sons and daughters, and he died. 

18 And Peleg lived one hundred and thirty years and fathered Reu. 19 And Peleg lived after he fathered Reu for two hundred and nine years, and he fathered sons and daughters, and he died. 

20 And Reu lived one hundred and thirty-two years and fathered Serug. 21 And Reu lived after he fathered Serug for two hundred and seven years, and he fathered sons and daughters, and he died. 

22 And Serug lived one hundred and thirty years and fathered Nahor. 23 And Serug lived after he fathered Nahor for two hundred years, and he fathered sons and daughters, and he died. 

24 And Nahor lived seventy-nine years and fathered Terah. 25 And Nahor lived after he fathered Terah for one hundred and twenty-nine years, and he fathered sons and daughters, and he died. 

26 And Terah lived seventy years and fathered Abram and Nahor and Haran. 

Terah’s Descendants

27 Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah fathered Abram and Nahor and Haran, and Haran fathered Lot. 28 And Haran died in the presence of Terah, his father, in the land in which he originated, in the territory of the Chaldeans. 29 And Abram and Nahor took wives for themselves; the name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah, daughter of Haran, and the father of Milcah and the father of Iscah. 30 And Sarai was barren, and she was not able to bear children. 31 And Terah took Abram, his son, and Lot son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai, Abram’s wife, his daughter-in-law, and he led them out of the territory of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, and they came to Haran, and he settled there. 32 And the days of Terah in Haran were two hundred and five years, and Terah died in Haran. 




The Call of Abram

12 And the Lord said to Abram, “Go out from your land and from your kinsfolk and from the house of your father into whatever land I will show to you. 2 And I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you, and I will make your name great, and you will be blessed. 3 And I will bless those who bless you, and those who curse you I will curse, and in you all the tribes of the earth will be blessed.” 4 And Abram went, just as the Lord told him, and Lot left with him. Abram was now seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai, his wife, and Lot, son of his brother, and all their possessions that they acquired and every individual that they acquired, out of Haran. And they went out to go to the land of Canaan, and they came to the land of Canaan. 6 And Abram traveled through its length to the place of Shechem at the high oak. But the Canaanites at that time were residing in the land. 7 And the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I will give this land to your seed.” And Abram built an altar there to the Lord, who appeared to him. 8 And he turned away from there to the mountain toward the east of Bethel and set up his tent there in Bethel toward the sea, and in Ai toward the east, and built there an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram departed and, as he traveled, he encamped in the wilderness. 

Abram and Sarai in Egypt

10 And a famine came over the earth, and Abram went down into Egypt to dwell beside there, because the famine over the earth was strong. 11 It happened when Abram came near to enter into Egypt, Abram said to Sarai, his wife, “I know that you are a beautiful woman. 12 So this will happen: when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ And they will kill me, but they will keep you. 13 Say, then, ‘I am his sister,’ so that it will be well with me because of you, and my soul will live on your account.” 14 It happened when Abram entered into Egypt, once the Egyptians saw his wife, that she was very beautiful, 15 that rulers of Pharaoh saw her and praised her to Pharaoh, and they led her to Pharaoh. 16 And they treated Abram well because of her, and he had sheep and calves and donkeys, servants and maids, mules and camels. 17 And God afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great and grievous trials because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18 Pharaoh, having summoned Abram, said, “What is this you did to me, that you did not tell me that she is your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her as a wife for myself? And now, look, your wife is before you; takea her; depart!” 20 And Pharaoh commanded men regarding Abram, that they should accompany him and his wife and all that was his, and Lot with him. 




Abram and Lot Separate

13 Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all his things, and Lot with him, into the wilderness. 2 Abram was very rich in livestock and in silver and in gold. 3 And he went from where he had come into the wilderness to Bethel, as far as the place where his tent had been before, between Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place of the altar, where he pitched his tent. And there Abram invoked the name of the Lord. 5 And sheep and oxen and livestock belonged to Lot, who came along with Abram. 6 And the land did not have room for them to live together because their possessions were abundant, so they were not able to live together. 7 And a fight took place between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. Now the Canaanites and the Perizzites were residing in the land at that time. 8 And Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no contention between me and you and between your herdsmen and my herdsmen, because we are brothers. 9 For look at the whole land before you! Part company with me; if you go to the left, I will go to the right; but if you go right, I will go left.” 10 And when Lot raised his eyes, he saw all the country round about the Jordan that all was watered (before God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of God and like the land of Egypt up to Zoar. 11 And Lot chose all the country round about the Jordan for himself, and Lot departed from the east, and they each parted ways from their brother. 12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, but Lot settled in a city of the surrounding region and pitched his tent in Sodom. 13 The people who were in Sodom were very evil and sinful before God. 

14 God said to Abram (after Lot parted ways with him), “Look up with your eyes and look, from the place where you are now to the north and the south and the east and the sea, 15 because I will give you and your offspring all the land that you see, forever.a 16 And I will make your offspring like the sand of the earth. If anyone can count the sand of the earth, then your offspring will also be counted. 17 Get up andb travel through the length and breadth of the land,c because I will give it to you and to your offspring forever.”d 18 And, after decamping, Abram, went ande settled beside the oak of Mamre, which was in Hebron, and he built an altar for the Lord there. 




Abram Rescues Lot

14 This happened in the reign of Amraphel, king of Shinar: Arioch, king of Ellasar, and Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, and Thargal, king of nations, 2 made war with Bilhah, king of Sodom, and with Birsha, king of Gomorrah, and Shinar, king of Admah, and Shemeber, king of Zeboiim, and with the king of Bela (this is Zoar). 3 All these conspired at the salt chasm (this is the sea of salt). 4 For twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they revolted. 5 In the fourteenth year, Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him came and massacred the giants who were in Ashtaroth Carnaim, and strong nations together with them, and the Emim who were in the city of Shaveh, 6 and the Horites who were in the mountains of Seir, as far as the terebinth of Paran, which is in the wilderness. 7 And, when they returned, they came to the fountain of judgment (this is Kadesh) and massacred all the rulers of Amalek, and the Amorites who were dwelling in Hazazon Tamar. 8 The king of Sodom and the king of Gomorrah and the king of Admah and the king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (this is Zoar) came out, and they arrayed their armies against them for a battle in the salt valley, 9 against Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, and Tidal, king of nations, and Amraphel, king of Shinar, and Arioch, king of Ellasar—these four kings against the five. 10 Now the salt valley had pits of tar. The king of Sodom and the king of Gomorrah fled and fell in there. Those who were left behind fled into the mountain. 11 They took every horse that belonged to Sodom and Gomorrah and all their provisions and went away. 12 They took also Lot, the son of the brother of Abram, and his household stuff, and they left, for he was living in Sodom. 13 And one of those who had been delivered approached and reported to Abram, the migrant. Now the Amorite himself dwelt at the oak of Mamre, the brother of Eshcol and the brother of Onan, who were allies of Abram. 14 Abram, upon hearing that his brother Lot was taken prisoner, counted his own household members, three hundred and eighteen, and he pursued them as far as Dan. 15 And he fell upon them at night, he and his servants, and he struck them and chased them to Hobah, which is on the left of Damascus. 16 And he brought back every horse of Sodom, and he brought back Lot, his brother, and all his possessions and the women and the people. 

Abram and Melchizedek

17 The king of Sodom came out into the Shaveh Valley (this was the plain of kings) to meet him after he returned from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him. 18 And Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought out bread and wine. Now he was priest of the highest God. 19 And he blessed Abram and said, “Blessed be Abram by the highest God, who created the heavens and the earth, 20 and blessed be the highest God who delivered your enemies in your hand.” And he gave him a tenth of everything. 21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the men, but take the horse for yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I will stretch out my hand to the highest God, who created the heavens and the earth, 23 if I take from a string to a sandal thong from all your things, in order that you might not say ‘I made Abram wealthy.’ 24 Except for what the young men ate and the portion of the men who came along with me, Eshcol, Onan, Mamre, these will take a portion.” 




God’s Covenant with Abram

15 After these words, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am shielding you. Your reward will be very abundant.” 2 Abram said, “Master and Lord, what will you give me? I am departing childless, except for the son of Masek, my house servant, this Eliezer of Damascus.” 3 And Abram said, “Since you have not given to me offspring, my house servant will be my heir.” 4 And at once the voice of the Lord came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir, rather one who will come from you, he will be your heir. 5 He led him outside and said to him, “Look up now to the heavens and count the stars, if you can count them.” And he said, “Your offspring will be like this.” 6 And Abram trusted God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. 7 And he said to him, “I am the God who brought you out of the territory of Chaldeans to give you this land to inherit.” 8 He said, “Master, Lord, how will I know that I will inherit it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a three-year-old heifer and a three-year-old goat and a three-year-old ram and a turtledove and a pigeon.” 10 He brought him all these and divided them down the middle and set them facing one another, but he did not divide the birds. 11 Birds came down on the carcasses, the halves, and Abram sat down with them.a 12 About sunset, a trance fell on Abram, and look, a great dark fear fell upon him. 13 And it was said to Abram, “Knowing, you will know that your offspring will be foreign in a land not its own, and they will afflict it, and they will enslave them, and they will humble them for four hundred years. 14 I will judge the nation that they serve; after these things they will come out here with much baggage. 15 You will depart to your ancestors with peace, after growing to a good old age. 16 The fourth generation, they will be brought back here; for the sins of the Amorites have not yet become enough.”b 17 When the sun approached the west, there was a flame and look, a smoking oven and torches of fire that went through between their divided parts. 18 God established a covenant with Abram in that place, saying, “I will give your offspring this land from the river of Egypt to the great Euphrates; 19 the Kenites and the Kenizzites and the Kadmonites 20 and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Rephaima and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Euaians and the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 




Sarai, Hagar and Ishmael

16 Sarai, the wife of Abram, had not borne children for him. She had an Egyptian maid whose name was Hagar. 2 Sarai said to Abram, “Look, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. Go in, therefore, to my maid, so you may have children from her.” Abram listened to her voice. 3 And Sarai, the wife of Abram, took Hagar, the Egyptian, her maid, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan. She gave her to Abram, her husband, as a wife for him. 4 And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived, and she saw that she was pregnant, and her mistress was dishonored before her. 5 Sarai said to Abram, “I am being wronged by you. I have given my maid into your bosom, but when she saw that she was pregnant, I was dishonored before her. May God judge between me and you.” 6 Abram said to Sarai, “Look, your maid is before you; you may use her however is pleasing to you.” And Sarai mistreated her, and she fled from her presence. 7 And an angel of the Lord God found her at the spring of water in the wilderness, at the spring on the way to Shur. 8 And the angel of the Lord said to her, “Hagar, maid of Sarai, where are you coming from, and where are you going?” And she said, “I am escaping from the presence of Sarai, my mistress.” 9 And the angel of the Lord said to her, “Return to your mistress and humble yourself under her hands.” 10 And the angel of the Lord said to her, “Increasing, I will increase your offspring, and it will not be countable because of the great number.” 11 And the angel of the Lord said to her, “Look, you are pregnant, and you will bear a son and call his name Ishmael, because the Lord has noticed your humiliation. 12 He will be a rustic person. His hands will be against all, and the hands of all will be against him, and he will dwell in opposition to allb his brothers.” 13 And Hagar called the name of the Lord who was speaking to her, “You are the God who watches over me”; because she said, “Because I even saw in person the one who appeared to me.” 14 On this account she called the well “Well where I saw in person.” Look, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 15 And Hagar brought forth a son for Abram, and Abram called the name of his son whom Hagar brought forth for him Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael for Abram. 




The Covenant of Circumcision

17 Abram became ninety-nine years old, and the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am your God. Be pleasing in my presence and be blameless, 2 and I will establish my covenant between me and you, and I will increase you very much.” 3 And Abram fell on his face, and God spoke to him, saying, 4 “And as for me, look, my covenant is with you, and you will be a father of many nations. 5 And your name will no longer be called Abram, but your name will be Abraham, because I have made you a father of many nations. 6 And I will increase you very much, and I will make you into nations, and kings will come from you. 7 And I will set up my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you, for their generations, as an ongoing covenant, to be your God and your offspring’s God after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land that you inhabit, all the land of Canaan, as an ongoing possession, and I will be their God.” 9 And God said to Abraham, “You will maintain my covenant, you and your offspring after you, for their generations. 10 And this is the covenant that you will maintain between me and you and your offspring after you for their generations: Every male of yours will be circumcised, 11 and you will be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin, and it will be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 And a young boy of eight days will be circumcised by you, every male for your generations, the home-born servant of your house and the one purchased from any son of a foreigner who is not of your offspring. 13 The home-born servant of your house and the one purchased will be circumcised with a circumcision, and my covenant will be upon your flesh as an ongoing covenant. 14 And an uncircumcised male who does not have the flesh of his foreskin circumcised on the eighth day, that soul will be utterly destroyed from his family because he has rejected my covenant.” 

The Promise of Isaac

15 God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai, your wife, her name will be called not Sarai, but her name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless her, and I will give you a child from her, and I will bless him, and he will give rise toa nations, and there will be kings of nations from him.” 17 And Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said in his mind, saying, “Will a son really be born to someone a hundred years old, and how will Sarah, who is ninety years old, give birth?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Let this Ishmael live before you.” 19 God said to Abraham, “Yes, look, Sarah, your wife, will bring forth a son for you, and you shall call his name Isaac, and I will set up my covenant with him as an ongoing covenant, and for his offspring after him. 20 Regarding Ishmael, look, I have listened to you, and I have blessed him, and I will make him increase, and I will multiply him very much. He will bring forth twelve nations, and I will make him into a great nation. 21 But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah will bring forth for you at this time, in another full year.” 22 He finished speaking to him, and God went up from Abraham. 

23 And Abraham took Ishmael, his son, and all his servants and all the ones purchased with silver and every male of the men who were in the house of Abraham, and he circumcised their foreskins at the appointed time of that day, just as God told him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he circumcised the flesh of his foreskin; 25 Ishmael, his son, was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 At the appointed time of that day Abraham was circumcised, and Ishmael his son; 27 and as for all the men of his house and the servants and those bought with silver from foreign nations, he circumcised them. 




Abraham’s Three Visitors

18 God appeared to him near the oak of Mamre while he was sitting at the door of his tent during midday. 2 Upon looking up, he saw with his eyes, and look, three men had stood over him, and upon seeing them, he ran up from the doorway of his tent to meetb them and he bowed down to the earth, 3 and he said, “Lord, if perhaps I have found favor before you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let water now be taken, and wash your feet, and rest under the tree. 5 And I will take bread, and you will eat, and after this you will go on your journey, on which account you turned aside to your servant.” And he said, “Do so, just as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hurried to the tent to Sarah and said to her, “Hurry and mix three measures of the finest wheaten flour and make loaves baked in the ashes.” 7 And Abraham ran to the cattle and took a tender and fair little calf, and he gave it to the servant, and he hurried to prepare it. 8 He took butter and milk and the little calf that he prepared and set it before them, and they ate. He himself stood beside them under the tree. 9 He said to him, “Where is Sarah, your wife?” But he, replying, said, “Look, she is in the tent.” 10 He said, “When I return,a I will come to you at the same time next year,b and Sarah, your wife, will have a son.” Sarah heard this at the door of the tent, being behind him. 11 Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in days. Menstruation had ceased for Sarah.c 12 Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “Well, it has not yet happened to me up to now, and my lord is an old man.” 13 And the Lord said to Abraham, “Is it that Sarah laughed in herself, saying, ‘Then indeed, truly will I give birth? I have grown old.’ 14 Is the word impossible with God? I will return to you at this season, for the time, and Sarah will have a son.” 15 Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. And he said, “No, but you did laugh.” 

Judgment Will Come to Sodom

16 Upon rising from there, the men looked down on the face of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham was going along with them, accompanying them. 17 The Lord said, “Will I hide what I am doing from Abraham, my servant? 18 Abraham will become a great and numerous nation, and all the nations of the earth will be blessed in him. 19 For I know that he will appoint his sons and his household after himself, and they will keep the ways of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring upon Abraham all the things that he said over him.” 20 The Lord said, “The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah has increased, and their sins are very great. 21 Therefore, I will go down and see if they are coming to an end according to their crying that is coming to me, and if not, so that I may know.” 

22 And, after turning back from there, the men came to Sodom, and Abraham was standing before the Lord. 23 And after approaching, Abraham said, “Will you destroy the righteous with the ungodly, and will the righteous be treated like the ungodly? 24 If there are fifty righteous in the city, will you destroy them? Will you leave the place unpunished on account of the fifty righteous, if they are in it? 25 No way shall you act according to this plan, to kill a righteous person with an ungodly one, so the righteous person will be like the ungodly, no way! Will the one who judges all the earth not do justice?” 26 The Lord said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the entire place because of them.” 27 And, replying, Abraham said, “Now I have begun to talk to the Lord, but I am earth and ashes. 28 If the fifty righteous are decreased by five, would you destroy the whole city on account of the five?” And he said, “I will certainly not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29 And he continued, still talking to him, and said, “If forty are found there?” And he said, “I will certainly not destroy it on account of the forty.” 30 And he said, “Is it anything, Lord, if I speak? If thirty are found there?” And he said, “I will certainly not destroy it if thirty are found there.” 31 And he said, “Since I am able to talk to the Lord, if twenty are found there?” And he said, “I will certainly not destroy on account of the twenty.” 32 And he said, “Is it anything, Lord, if I may speak yet once more? If ten are found there?” And he said, “I will certainly not destroy on account of the ten.” 33 And the Lord departed when he finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place. 




Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

19 The two angels came to Sodom at evening. Lot was seated beside the gate of Sodom. When he saw them, Lot rose up to meet them and bowed with his face to the earth, 2 and he said, “Look, lords, turn aside to the house of your servant and lodge there and wash your feet, and when you rise early, you can depart to your journey.” They said, “No, rather we will lodge in the street.” 3 And he pressured them, and they turned aside to him and entered into his house. And he made them a drink and baked them unleavened loaves, and they ate before they fell asleep. 4 And the men of the city, the Sodomites, surrounded the house, young and old,a the whole people together, 5 and they kept calling Lot and saying to him, “Where are the men who came in with you tonight? Bring them out to us, so we can be with them.” 6 Lot came out to them, and he closed the door after him. 7 He said to them, “No way, brothers, don’t act wickedly. 8 I have two daughters who have not known a man. I will bring them out to you, and you may use them as you want. Only don’t do anything unfair to these men, because they entered under the roof of my beams.” 9 They said, “Step aside from there. You came here to dwell; did you come also to pass judgment? Now, then, we will hurt you more than them.” And they kept pressuring the man, Lot, very much, and they approached to break through the door. 10 But the men, stretched out their hands and pulled Lot to themselves, back into the house, and they closed the door of the house. 11 They struck the men who were at the door of the house with blindness, both great and small,b and they were paralyzed as they were looking for the door. 12 The men said to Lot, “Do you have anyone here, sons-in-law or sons or daughters? Or if you have anyone else in the city, lead them out of this place, 13 because we are destroying this place, because their outcry has risen before the Lord, and the Lord sent us to wipe it out.” 14 Lot came out and spoke to his sons-in-law who had taken his daughters and said, “Get up and leave this place, because the Lord is wiping out the city.” But his sons-in-law thought he was kidding.c 15 When early morning came, the angels kept urging Lot, saying, “Get up and take your wife and your two daughters that you have, and get out, so you are not destroyed by the lawless acts of the city.” 16 And they were troubled, and the angels constrained their hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of his two daughters when the Lord spared him. 17 And this happened: when they led them outside, they also said, “By all means, save your own lives!d Don’t look around to what is behind you, and don’t stop in any of the surrounding country; escape to the mountain, so that you will not be overtaken.” 18 Lot said to them, “I pray, Lord, 19 since your servant found mercy before you and you increased your righteousness, which you are doing regarding me, so that my soul might live, but I won’t be able to come safe to the mountain. Let not the evils overtake me, and I die. 20 Look, this city is close for me to flee there for refuge, and it is small; I will be saved there. Is it not small? And my soul will live because of you.” 21 And he said to him, “Look, I have honored your face and at this word to not overturn the city about which you spoke. 22 So hurry to be saved there, for I won’t be able to do anything until you arrive there.” Because of this the name of that city is called Zoar. 23 The sun came out upon the earth, and Lot entered into Zoar. 24 And the Lord rained sulfur and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah from the Lord out of the heavens, 25 and he toppled these cities, those in which Lot resided, and all the surrounding region, and all those who dwelled in the cities and everything that sprang forth from the earth. 26 And his wife looked at what was behind, and she became a pillar of salt. 27 Abraham made an early start in the morning to the place where he had stood opposite the Lord, 28 and he looked at the face of Sodom and Gomorrah and at the face of the neighboring land, and he watched it. And, look, a flame was going up from the earth like smoke from a furnace. 

29 And this happened: when the Lord destroyed all the cities of the surrounding country, God remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the destruction while the Lord toppled the cities that Lot lived in. 

Lot’s Incestuous Daughters

30 And Lot went out from Zoar and settled in the mountain, and his two daughters were with him, because he was afraid to dwell in Zoar. And he lived in the cave, he and his two daughters with him. 31 The older daughter said to the younger one, “Our father is old, and there is no one on the earth who will go in to us, as is proper in all the earth. 32 So come on, let’s give our father wine to drink, and let’s sleep with him, and let’s raise up offspring from our father.” 33 They gave their father wine to drink that night, and the older one, went in and slept with her father that night, and he didn’t know when she slept and got up. 34 It happened on the next day, and the older daughter said to the younger one, “Look, yesterday I slept with our father. Let’s give him wine to drink tonight also, and go in and sleep with him, and let’s raise up offspring from our father.” 35 That night also they gave their father wine to drink and the younger daughter went in and laid with her father, and he didn’t know when she lay down and got up. 36 And the two daughters of Lot conceived by their father. 37 And the older daughter bore a son and called his name Moab, saying, “From-my-father!”a He is the father of the Moabite until the present day. 38 The younger also bore a son and called his name Ammon,b the “Son-of-my-Race.” He is the father of the Ammonites until the present day. 




Abraham and Abimelech

20 And Abraham moved from there to the land to the south and lived between Kadesh and Shur and lived in Gerar. 2 Abraham said regarding Sarah, his wife, “She is my sister,” because he was afraid to say, “She is my wife,” lest the men of the city killed him because of her. Abimelech, the king of Gerar, sent for and took Sarah. 3 And God came to Abimelech in his sleep at night and said to him, “Look, you are about to die because of the woman you took. She is married to a man.” 4 Abimelech hadn’t touched her, and he said, “Lord, will you destroy an ignorant and righteous nation? 5 Didn’t he himself tell me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself told me, ‘He is my brother.’ I did this with a pure heart and righteous hands.” 6 And God said to him during his sleep, “And I knew that you did this with a pure heart, and I spared you so that you wouldn’t sin regarding me. For this reason I did not let you touch her. 7 Now return the woman to the man, because he is a prophet, and he will pray for you, and you will live; and if you don’t return her, know that you will die, you and all your things.” 8 And Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his servants and told them all these things,a and all the people were very afraid. 9 And Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “Why did you do this to us? Did we do any wrong to you, that you brought great sin upon me and my kingdom? You have done me a deed that no one would do.” 10 Abimelech said to Abraham, “Knowing this, why did you do this?” 11 Abraham said, “Because I said, ‘It seems there is no fear of God in this place; and they will kill me on my wife’s account.’ 12 Because actually she is also my sister from my father, but not from my mother, and she became my wife. 13 It happened when God led me out from the house of my father, and I said to her, ‘Do this righteous act for me: In every place we enter, say about me, “He is my brother.” ’ ” 14 Abimelech took a thousand didrachmas, sheep and calves, and servants and maids and gave them to Abraham and returned Sarah his wife to him. 15 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “Look, my land is in front of you; live wherever it pleases you.” 16 He said to Sarah, “Look, I have given a thousand didrachmas to your brother. These will be yours for the honor of your face and for all those with you. Now, speak truthfully about everything.” 17 Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech and his wife and his maids, and they bore children, 18 because the Lord had shut from outside every womb in the house of Abimelech on account of Sarah, the wife of Abraham. 




The Birth of Isaac

21 And the Lord visited Sarah as he said, and the Lord did to Sarah as he had spoken. 2 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at that very time the Lord had told him. 3 And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac. 4 Abraham circumcised Isaac on the eighth day, just as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was one hundred years old when Isaac his son was born to him. 6 Sarah said, “The Lord has made laughter for me, for whoever hears will rejoice with me.” 7 And she said, “Who will tell Abraham that Sarah is breastfeeding a young child? For I bore a son in my old age.” 

Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away

8 And the infant grew and was weaned, and Abraham held a great feast on the day when Isaac his son was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, who was born to Abraham, playing with Isaac, her son, 10 and she said to Abraham, “Banish this maid and her son, for the son of the maid will never inherit with my son Isaac.” 11 But the matter seemed very harsh to Abraham regarding his son Ishmael. 12 God said to Abraham, “Don’t consider it harshb regarding the child and the young woman. All that Sarah says to you, listen to her voice, because offspring will be named for you through Isaac. 13 And as for the son of this maiden, I will make him into a great nation because he is your offspring.” 14 Abraham arose early and took bread loaves and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar and he also laid the young child on her shoulder and sent her away. When she left she wandered the wilderness down to the well of the oath. 15 The water from the wineskin came to an end, and she put the young child under a single silver fir. 16 She left and sat down opposite him at a distance of about a bow’s shot; because she said, “I certainly won’t watch my child’s death.” And she sat opposite him at a distance, and the young child shouted and wept. 17 God heard the voice of the child where he was, and the angel of God called Hagar from the heavens and said to her, “What is it, Hagar? Don’t be afraid, because God has heard your child’s voice from where he is. 18 Stand up, and take the child and hold him with your hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” 19 And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of living water, and she went and filled the wineskin with water and gave a drink to the child. 20 And God was with the child, and he grew up. And he settled in the wilderness and became an archer. 21 And he settled in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

Covenant with Abimelech

22 It happened in that time and Abimelech and Ahuzzath, his best man, and Phicol, the commander-in-chief of his army, spoke to Abraham, saying, “God be with you in all that you do. 23 So now swear to me by God that you won’t do wrong to me or my offspring or my name, but you will treat me with the righteousness I have done with you, and also the land that you lived in.” 24 And Abraham said, “I will swear it.” 25 And Abraham asked Abimelech about the cisterns of water, which the servants of Abimelech had taken for themselves. 26 And Abimelech said to him, “I didn’t know who did this thing, and you didn’t report it to me, and I didn’t hear about it until today.” 27 And Abraham took a sheep and calves and gave them to Abimelech, and the two established a covenant. 28 And Abraham set seven ewe lambs apart from the sheep. 29 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What are the seven lambs, which you set apart from these sheep?” 30 And Abraham said, “You will get these seven ewe lambs from me, so that they will be proof that I myself dug this well.” 31 Because of this he called the name of that place “Well of the Oath,” because there the two swore an oath. 32 And they established a covenant at the Well of the Oath. Abimelech and Ahuzzath, his best man, and Phicol, the commander-in-chief of his army, got up and went back to the land of the Philistines. 33 And Abraham planted a field at the Well of the Oath and there he invoked the name of the Lord God everlasting. 34 Abraham lived in the land of the Philistines for many days. 




The Sacrifice of Isaac

22 And this happened after these speeches: God was testing Abraham and said to him, “Abraham, Abraham.” And he said, “Here am I.” 2 And he said, “Take your beloved son, whom you love, Isaac, and go into the high land and take him up there as a sacrifice on one of the mountains, that I will say to you.” 3 Upon getting up in the morning, Abraham loaded his donkey. He took two servants along with him and Isaac, his son, and after splitting wood for a whole-offering, he got up and left. And on the third day he came to the place that God told him. 4 And when he looked up with his eyes, Abraham saw the place from a distance. 5 And Abraham said to his servants, “You sit here with the donkey, but I and the child will go on to this place and, after worshiping, we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the sticks of wood of the whole offering and set them on Isaac, his son. He took also the fire with his hand and the knife, and the two proceeded together. 7 And Isaac spoke to Abraham, his father, saying, “Father!” And his father said, “What is it, child?” Isaac replied, saying, “Look at the fire and the wood. Where is the sheep for the whole-offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will see to a sheep for a whole-offering for himself, child.” After going together, 9 they came to the place God told him, and Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood, and after binding the feet of Isaac, his son, he placed him on the altar upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand to take the knife to slay his son, 11 and the angel of the Lord called him from the heavens and said to him, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 And the angel of the Lord said, “Don’t lay your hand upon the child, and don’t do anything to him, because now I know that you fear God, and you haven’t spared your beloved son on account of me.” 13 And when he looked up, Abraham saw with his eyes, and look, one ram being held by the horns in a sabeka bush, and Abraham went and took the ram and offered it as a whole-offering instead of Isaac, his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of that place “The Lord Saw,” so that they say today, “The Lord appeared on the mountain.” 15 And an angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time from the heavens, saying, 16 “ ‘By myself I swear,’ says the Lord, “ ‘because you did this thing and you did not spare your beloved son on my account, 17 I will indeed surely blessb you, and, I will surely increasec your offspring like the stars of the heavens and like the sand from the seashore, and your offspring will inherit the cities of their enemies. 18 And in your offspring all the nations will be blessed because you obeyed my voice.” 19 Abraham returned to his servants, and they got up and went to the Well of the Oath. And Abraham settled at the Well of the Oath. 

20 It happened after these words and it was reported to Abraham, saying, “Look, Milcah, has herself also borne sons to Nahor your brother, 21 Uz, the firstborn, and Buz, his brother, and Kemuel, father of the Syrians, 22 and Chesed and Hazo and Pildash and Jidlaph and Bethuel.” 23 And Bethuel fathered Rebekah. These are the eight sons which Milcah bore to Nahor brother of Abraham. 24 And his concubine, whose name was Reumah, she also bore Tebah and Gaham and Tahash and Maacah. 




Sarah’s Death and Burial

23 The life of Sarah was one hundred and twenty-seven years. 2 And Sarah died in the city of Arbok, which is in the lowland (this is Hebron in the land of Canaan). Abraham went to grieve Sarah and to mourn. 3 And Abraham rose up from his dead body, and Abraham spoke to the sons of Heth, saying, 4 “I am an alien and a sojourner among you. So give me a property for a grave among you, so I can bury my dead there.” 5 The sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying, 6 “No, lord! Hear us. You are a king from a god among us. Bury your dead body in our finest tombs. For none of us will withhold his tomb from you to bury your dead body there.” 7 Abraham got up and bowed to the people of the land, the sons of Heth, 8 and Abraham spoke to them, saying, “If you have it in your soul that I might bury my dead body away from my face, listen to me and speak to Ephron the son of Zohar on my behalf, 9 and may he give me the double cave, which is his, the one which is in part of his field, for the silver it is worth. May he give it to me for a property as a tomb among you.” 10 Ephron was seated among the sons of Heth. Replying to Abraham, Ephron the Hittite spoke while the sons of Heth and all those entering into the city were listening, saying, 11 “Be present with me, lord, and hear me. The field and the cave that is in it I give to you; in front of my fellow citizens, I have given it to you; bury your dead body.” 12 And Abraham bowed before the people of the land 13 and said to Ephron in the hearing ofa all the people of the land, “Since you are before me, hear me. Take the silver for the field from me, and bury my dead body there.” 14 Ephron replied to Abraham, saying, 15 “No, lord. For I have heard the value is four hundred didrachmas of silver. Between me and you, what is it? You, now, bury your dead.” 16 And Abraham heard Ephron, and Abraham delivered for Ephron the silver that he spoke about in the ears of the sons of Heth, four hundred didrachmas of silver approved for merchants. 17 And there stood the field of Ephron, which was at the double cave, whose face is toward Mamre, the field and the cave, which was in it, and every tree, which was in the field, which is in its boundaries round about, 18 for Abraham as a property before the sons of Heth and all who were entering into the city. 19 After these things Abraham buried Sarah, his wife, in the double cave of the field, which is opposite Mamre, (this is Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20 And the field and the cave that was in it were established for Abraham as property for a grave from the sons of Heth. 




Isaac and Rebekah

24 And Abraham was old, advanced in days, and the Lord blessed Abraham in all things. 2 And Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his house who was overseer of all his things, “Put your hand under my loin, 3 and I will make you swear by the Lord, the God of the heavens and of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son Isaac from the daughters of the Canaanites among whom I live. 4 But you shall go to my land, where I was born, and to my tribe, and you shall take a wife for my son Isaac from there.” 5 The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman is not willing to go with me back to this land—will I bring back your son to the land, from where you came from there?” 6 Abraham said to him, “Take care for yourself that you not return my son there. 7 The Lord, the God of the heavens and the God of earth, who took me from the house of my father and from the land where I was born, who spoke to me and swore to me, saying, ‘I will give this land to you and to your offspring,’ he himself will send his angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son Isaac from there. 8 If the woman does not wish to go with you to this land, you will be released from this oath. Only you may not return my son there.” 

9 So the servant placed his hand under the loin of Abraham his master, and swore to him regarding this matter. 10 And the servant took ten camels from the camels of his master and from all the goods of his master with him, and got up and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor. 11 And he rested the camels outside the city beside the well of water, toward evening, when the water-fetchers go out. 12 And he said, “O Lord, God of my master, Abraham, prosper my way before me today and show mercy to my master, Abraham. 13 Look, I have stood at the water spring, and the daughters of the city inhabitants are coming out to draw water. 14 And it shall be whichever maiden to whom I say, ‘Incline your pitcher, so I may drink,’ and she says to me, ‘Do drink, and I will water your camels until they stop drinking,’ you have prepared this one for your servant, Isaac, and by this I will know that you have shown mercy to my master, Abraham.” 15 And this happened: before he had finished speaking in his mind, look, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor and the brother of Abraham, was coming out, carrying the pitcher on her shoulders. 16 The maiden was very beautiful in appearance; she was a virgin, a man had not known her. Going down to the spring, she filled her pitcher and went up. 17 The servant ran up to meet her and said, “Give me a little water to drink from your pitcher.” 18 So she said, “Drink, sir.” And she hurried and lowered the pitcher on her arm and gave him a drink until he stopped drinking. 19 And she said, “I will fetch water for your camels, too, until they have all drunk.” 20 And she hurried and emptied the pitcher upon the water trough, and she ran to the well to draw water, and she fetched water for all the camels. 21 The man was watching her and stayed silent to ascertain whether the Lord had prospered his journey or not. 22 It happened when all the camels ceased drinking, the man took golden earrings, each a drachma in weight, and two armlets on her arms, their weight was ten gold pieces. 23 And he asked her and said, “Daughter, whose are you? Tell me if there is a place for us to lodge with your father.” 24 And she said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 25 And she said to him, “With us there is both straw and much fodder and a place to lodge.” 26 And, being content, the man worshiped the Lord and said, 27 “Blessed be the Lord the God of my lord, Abraham, who has not abstained from righteousness and truth toward my master. The Lord helped me on the way to the house of my lord’s kinsman.” 28 And, after running off, the girl reported to the house of her mother concerning these matters. 29 Rebekah had a brother, whose name was Laban, and Laban ran to the man outside at the spring. 30 And this happened: when he saw the earrings and the armlets on the arms of his sister, and when he heard the words of Rebekah, his sister, saying, “The man spoke to me like this,” then he went to the man, while he stood by the camels at the spring. 31 And he said to him, “Come, enter! Blessed be the Lord! Why are you standing outside? I have prepared the house and a place for the camels.” 32 The man came into the house and unpacked the camels, and he gave the camels straw and fodder and water for his feet and the feet of the men with him. 33 And he served them bread to eat. And he said, “I will not eat until I have spoken my words.” And they said, “Speak!” 34 And he said, “I am the servant of Abraham. 35 The Lord has blessed my master greatly, and he has been elevated, and he has given him sheep and calves, and silver and gold, servants and maids, camels and donkeys. 36 And Sarah, the wife of my lord, bore one son for my master after he had grown old, and he has given him everything he owns. 37 And my master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living in their land; 38 rather, you should go to the house of my father and to my tribe and take a woman for my son from there.’ 39 I said to my lord, ‘Perhaps the woman does not go with me?’ 40 And he said to me, ‘The Lord God, whom I pleased in his presence, he himself will send out his angel with you and will make your journey successful, and you will take a woman for my son from my tribe and from my father’s house. 41 Then you will be free from my vow, for if you come to my tribe and they do not give to you, then you will be free from my oath.’ 42 And, coming today to the spring, I said, ‘Lord, the God of my lord Abraham, if you prosper my journey which I am now going on it, 43 look, I stand near the spring of water, and the daughters of the people of the city will come out to draw water, and may it be that whichever maiden to whom I shall say, “Give me a little water to drink from your pitcher,” 44 and she says to me, “You drink, and I will fetch water for your camels,” this is the woman whom the Lord prepared for his attendant, Isaac, and by this I will know that you have shown mercy to my lord Abraham.’ 45 And this happened: before I finished speaking in my mind, at once Rebekah was going out, holding the pitcher on her shoulder, and she came down to the spring and fetched water. I said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ 46 And, hurrying, she lowered the pitcher on her arm from herself and said, ‘You drink, and I will water your camels.’ And I drank, and she watered my camels. 47 And I asked her and said, ‘Whose daughter are you? Tell me.’ She declared, ‘I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Nahor, whom Milcah bore to him.’ And I put on her the earrings and the armlets on her arms, 48 And, being content, I worshiped the Lord, and I blessed the Lord, the God of my lord Abraham, who helped me on the correct roada to take the daughter of my master’s brother for his son. 49 If then you are showing mercy and righteousness to my lord, tell me, so I can turn to the right or to the left.” 50 Answering, Laban and Bethuel said, “This ordinance came forth from the Lord. Therefore, we will not be able to oppose you bad for good. 51 Look, Rebekah is in front of you. Having received her, leave, and let her be a wife to the son of your master, just as the Lord said.” 52 It happened when the servant of Abraham heard their words, he prostrated himself on the earth to the Lord. 53 And, having brought out silver and gold vessels and clothing, the servant gave them to Rebekah, and he gave gifts to her brothers and her mother. 54 And they ate and drank, he and the men who were with him, and they went to sleep. And, having arisen in the morning, he said, “Send me away in order that I may depart to my lord.” 55 Her brothers and mother said, “Let the maiden remain with us about ten days, and after this she will depart.” 56 But he said to them, “Do not hold me back. Now, the Lord prospered my journey. Dispatch me in order that I may depart to my lord.” 57 But they said, “Let us call the girl and ask her directly.”b 58 And they summoned Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” And she said, “I will go.” 59 So they sent out Rebekah, their sister, and her possessions and the servant of Abraham and those with him. 60 And they blessed Rebekah, their sister, and said to her, “You are our sister. Become thousands of myriads, and let your offspring inherit the cities of their enemies.” 61 After arising, Rebekah and her companions got up on the camels, and they went with the person, and, taking along Rebekah, the servant departed. 62 Now Isaac was going through the wilderness in the region of the Well of the Vision. He was dwelling in the land that is to the south. 63 And Isaac came out to chat, in the plain, toward the evening, and looking up with his eyes, he saw camels coming. 64 And, when she looked up with her eyes, Rebekah saw Isaac and leaped down from the camel, 65 and she said to the servant, “Who is that person who is coming on the plain to meet us?” The servant said, “This is my lord.” She, taking her veil, covered herself. 66 And the servant described to Isaac all the matters that he accomplished. 67 Isaac entered into the house of his mother and took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her, and Isaac was comforted concerning Sarah, his mother. 




Abraham’s Death

25 Abraham added and took a woman whose name was Keturah. 2 She bore him Zimran and Jokshan and Medan and Midian and Ishbak and Shuah. 3 Jokshan fathered Sheba and Teman and Dedan. The sons of Dedan were Raguel and Adbeel and Asshurim and Letushim and Leummim. 4 The sons of Midian were Ephah and Epher and Enoch and Abida and Thergama; these all were the sons of Keturah. 5 Abraham gave all his possessions to Isaac, his son. 6 And Abraham gave gifts to the sons of his concubines, and he sent them away from Isaac, his son, while he was still living, toward the east in the land of the east. 7 These are the years of the days of the life of Abraham, that he lived: one hundred and seventy-five years. 8 And Abraham ceased and died at a good old age, an old man and full of days, and he was added to his people. 9 And Isaac and Ishmael, his two sons, buried him in the double cave in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar, the Hittite, which is opposite Mamre, 10 the field and the cave that Abraham acquired from the sons of Heth. There they buried Abraham and Sarah, his wife. 11 It happened after Abraham died, God blessed Isaac, his son, and Isaac settled beside the Well of Vision. 

Ishmael’s Descendants

12 These are the geneaologies of Ishmael the son of Abraham, whom Hagar, the maid of Sarah, bore to Abraham, 13 and these are the names of the sons of Ishmael according to the name of his generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebaioth, and Kedar and Adbeel and Mibsam 14 and Mishma and Dumah and Massa 15 and Hadad and Teman and Jetur and Naphish and Kedemah. 16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names in their tents and in their villages, twelve rulers according to their nations. 17 And these are the years of the life of Ishmael: one hundred and thirty-seven years, and ceasing, he died and was added to his family. 18 He lived from Havilah up to Shur, which is facinga Egypt, until he came to the Assyrians, he lived facing all his brothers. 

Jacob and Esau

19 And these are the generations of Isaac the son of Abraham: Abraham fathered Isaac. 20 Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah the daughter of Bethuel, the Aramean of Mesopotamia, the sister of Laban, the Aramean, for himself as a wife. 21 Isaac asked the Lord about Rebekah, his wife, because she was barren. God heard him, and Rebekah, his wife, conceived.b 22 The children were leaping within her, and she said, “If it is going to be this way for me, why is this happening to me?” She went to inquire from the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her, 

“Two nations are in your belly, 

and two peoples from your belly will be separated, 

and a people will be better than a people, 

and the greater will serve the younger.” 

24 And the days for her to give birth were completed, and here there were twins in her womb.a 25 The firstborn son came out red, entirely like a hairy hide. She called his name Esau. 26 And after this his brother came out, and his hand was gripping the heel of Esau, and she called his name Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah brought them forth. 27 The boys grew up, and Esau was an outdoor person who knew how to hunt; Jacob was a simple person living at home. 28 Isaac loved Esau because his hunting was meat for him. Rebekah loved Jacob. 

Esau Sells His Birthright

29 Jacob boiled stew, and Esau came from the field empty-handed. 30 And Esau said to Jacob, “Give me a taste from this red stew, because I am empty-handed.”b Because of this his name was called Edom. 31 Jacob said to Esau, “Give me today your birthright for me.” 32 Esau said, “Look, I am going to die, so what good are these birthrights to me?” 33 And Jacob said to him, “Swear to me today.” And he swore to him, and Esau gave his birthrights to Jacob. 34 Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and, having stood up, he departed. So Esau despised his birthrights. 




Isaac and Abimelech

26 There came a famine upon the earth, different from the earlier famine that happened in the time of Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelech, the king of the Philistines, in Gerar. 2 The Lord appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt. Settle in the land that I say to you. 3 And dwell in this land, and I will be with you, and I will bless you, for I will give all this land to you and your offspring, and I will establish my oath, which I swore to Abraham, your father. 4 And I will increase your offspring like the stars of the heavens, and I will give your offspring all this land, and all the nations of the earth will be blessed by your offspring, 5 because Abraham, your father, obeyed my voice and kept my ordinances and my commands and my decrees and my rules.” 6 So Isaac settled in Gerar. 7 The men of the place asked about Rebekah, his wife, and he said, “She is my sister”; for he was afraid to say, “She is my wife,” otherwise the men of the place kill him for Rebekah, because she was beautiful in appearance. 8 He was there a long time. When looking through the window, Abimelech, the king of Gerar, saw Isaac fooling around with Rebekah, his wife. 9 Abimelech called Isaac and said to him, “So indeed, is she your wife? Why is it that you said, ‘She is my sister?’ ” Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘Otherwise I will die because of her.’ ” 10 Abimelech said to him, “Why did you do this to us? One of my family almost slept with your wife, and you brought a mistake of ignorance upon us.” 11 Abimelech ordered all his people, saying, “Anyone who touches this person or his wife will be subject to death.” 12 Isaac sowed in that land and found in that year barley producing a hundredfold; the Lord blessed him. 13 And the man was exalted and advancing in years; he became greater, until where he was very great. 14 He had flocks of sheep and herds of cattle and many fields. The Philistines envied him. 15 And all the wells that the servants of his father dug in the time of his father, the Philistines stopped them and filled them with dirt. 16 Abimelech said to Isaac, “Depart from us, because you have become exceedingly stronger than us.” 17 So Isaac departed from there and lodged in the ravine of Gerar and settled there. 18 And again Isaac dug the wells of water that the servants of Abraham, his father, dug. And the Philistines stopped them after Abraham, his father, had died, and he called their names according to the names that Abraham, his father, named them. 19 And the servants of Isaac dug in the ravine of Gerar, and they found there a well of living water. 20 And the shepherds of Gerar fought with the shepherds of Isaac, asserting that the water was theirs, and he called the name of that well “Injustice,” for they treated him with injustice. 21 Isaac, going his own way from there, dug another well; they were disputing about that one also, so he named its name “Enmity.” 22 Going his own way from there, he dug up another well, and they did not fight about it, and he named its name “Open Space,” saying, “Since now the Lord has made room for us and increased us upon the earth.” 23 He went up from there to the Well of the Oath. 24 And the Lord appeared to him on that night and said, “I am the God of Abraham, your father. Do not fear, for I am with you, and I will bless you, and I will increase your offspring because of Abraham, your father.” 25 And he built an altar there and invoked the name of the Lord and pitched there his tent. The servants of Isaac dug a well there. 26 And Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath, his best man, and Phicol, the commander-in-chief of his army. 27 And Isaac said to them, “Why did you come to me? You hated me and sent me away from you.” 28 And they said, “We have certainly seena that the Lord was with you, and we said, ‘There should be an oath between us and you; so we will establish a covenant with you 29 not to wrong us since we did not loathe you, and according to the way we treated you rightly and sent you forth with peace. So now you are blessed by the Lord.’ ” 30 And he made a feast for them, and they ate and drank, 31 and when they had arisen in the morning, they swore an oath, each person to his neighbor, and Isaac dismissed them, and they went away from him in safety. 32 This happened on that day: and after arriving, the servants of Isaac told him about the well that they dug up and said, “We did not find water.” 33 And he called its name “Oath”; so he gave the city the name “Well of Oath” until the present day. 

34 Esau was forty years old, and he took a woman, Jehudi daughter of Beeri, the Hittite, and Basemath daughter of Elon, the Hivite. 35 And they were quarreling with Isaac and Rebekah. 




Isaac Blesses Jacob

27 It happened now after Isaac had grown old and his eyes were becoming too blind to see, and he called his oldest son, Esau, and said to him, “My son.” And he said to him, “Here I am.” 2 And he said, “Look, I have grown old, and I do not know the day of my death. 3 Now, therefore, take the equipment, both the quiver and the bow, and go out into the plain and hunt game for me. 4 And make me delicacies as I like them, and bring them to me, in order that I may eat, so that my soul may bless you before I die.” 5 Now Rebekah heard Isaac speaking to Esau, his son. And Esau went into the plain to hunt game for his father. 6 And Rebekah said to her younger son, Jacob, “Look, I heard your father speaking to Esau, your brother, saying, 7 ‘Bring me game and make for me delicacies, so that upon eating them, I will bless you before the Lord before I die.’ 8 So now, son, listen to me, just as I command you, 9 and go to the sheep and get me two tender and beautiful goats from there, and I will make delicacies for your father as he likes them, 10 and you will bring them to your father, and he will eat, so that your father may bless you before he dies.” 11 But Jacob said to Rebekah, his mother, “Esau my brother is a hairy man, but I am a smooth-skinned man. 12 Perhaps my father may touch me, and I will be like a despiser before him, and I will bring a curse and not a blessing upon myself.” 13 But his mother said to him, “Your curse be on me, child, only obey my voice and go bring it to me.” 14 And, going, he took and brought it to his mother, and his mother made delicacies, just as his father liked them. 15 And Rebekah had taken the beautiful garment of Esau, her older son, which was with her in the house, and put it on Jacob, her younger son. 16 And she placed the skins of the goats on his arms and on the bare parts of his neck, 17 and she gave the delicacies and the bread loaves, which she made, into the hands of Jacob, her son. 18 And he carried them to his father and said, “My father!” Then he said, “Look, it is I. Who are you, child?” 19 And his son, Jacob, said to his father, “I am Esau, your firstborn. I have done just as you told me. After rising, sit and eat my game, so that your soul may bless me.” 20 Isaac said to his son, “What is this, that you found swiftly, O child?” He said, “That which the Lord God delivered before me.” 21 Isaac said to Jacob, “Approach me and let me touch you, child, to know if you are my son Esau or not.” 22 Jacob came near to Isaac, his father, and he touched him and said, “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 And he did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy, like the hands of Esau his brother, and he blessed him. 24 And he said, “You are my son Esau?” He said, “It is I.” 25 And he said, “Bring it to me, and I will eat from your game, child, in order that my soul may bless you.” And he offered it to him, and he ate, and he brought him wine, and he drank. 26 And Isaac, his father, said to him, “Approach me and kiss me, child.” 27 And after approaching him, he kissed him, and he smelled the scent of his garment, and he blessed him and said: 

“Look, the scent of my son 

is like the scent of an abundant field that the Lord has blessed. 

28 And may God give to you from the dew of the heavens above 

and from the abundance of the earth 

and a multitude of grain and wine. 

29 And let nations serve you, 

and rulers will bow down to you, 

and become lord of your brother, 

and the sons of your father will worship you. 

The one who curses you is even more accursed; 

the one who blesses you has been blessed.” 

30 And this happened after Isaac ceased blessing Jacob, his son, and this happened: as Jacob came out from before Isaac his father, Esau, his brother, came in from his hunting. 31 And he also made delicacies and brought them to his father and said to his father, “Let my father get up and eat the game of his son, so that your soul may bless me.” 32 And his father, Isaac, said to him, “Who are you?” He said, “I am your firstborn son, Esau.” 33 Isaac was amazed with very great amazement and said, “Who, then, was the one who hunted game for me and brought it in to me? And I ate from everything before you entered, and I blessed him, and may he be blessed.” 34 It happened when Esau heard the words of Isaac, his father, Esau cried out with a very great and bitter cry and said, “Bless me now also, father!” 35 He said to him, “When your brother came with deceit, he took your blessing.” 36 And he said, “His name was rightly called Jacob, for he has outwitted me now this second time. He has taken my birthright, and now he has taken my blessing.” And Esau said to his father, “Did you not leave me a blessing, father?” 37 Replying, Isaac said to Esau, “If I made him your master, and I made all his brothers his servants; with grain and wine I strengthened him; what shall I do for you, child?” 38 But Esau said to Isaac, his father, “Have you not one more blessing, father? Bless me now also, father!” 39 Replying, Isaac, his father, said to him: 

“Look, from the abundance of the earth your dwelling will be, 

and from the dew of the heavens from on high; 

40 and by your sword you will live, 

and you will serve your brother. 

It will be whenever you destroy, 

then you will set free his yoke from your neck.” 

Esau’s Anger with Jacob

41 And Esau was angry with Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him. So Esau said in his mind, “May the days of my father’s mourning come soon so I can kill Jacob, my brother.” 42 The words of Esau, her older son, were reported to Rebekah, and, she sent and called Jacob, her younger son, and said to him, “Look, Esau, your brother, threatens you to kill you. 43 So now, child, listen to my voice and get up and escape to Mesopotamia to Laban, my brother, into Haran, 44 and live with him some days 45 until the wrath and anger of your brother are averted from you and he forgets what you have done to him, and, after sending you away, I will summon you from there, lest I become childless from the two of you in one day.” 

46 Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life because of the daughters of the sons of Heth. If Jacob takes a woman from the daughters of this land, why do I live?” 




Isaac Sent to Laban

28 Isaac, summoned Jacob and blessed him and charged him, saying, “You shall take not a woman from the daughters of Canaan. 2 Get up and escape to Mesopotamia of Syria to the house of Bethuel, the father of your mother, and take a woman for yourself from there from the daughters of Laban, the brother of your mother. 3 May my God bless you, and may he increase you, and may he multiply you, and you will becomea a gathering of nations, 4 and may he give you the blessing of Abraham your father, to you and to your offspring after you to inherit the land of your sojourning, which God has given to Abraham.” 5 So Isaac sent off Jacob, and he went to Mesopotamia to Laban the son of Bethuel, the Aramean, and brother of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau. 6 Esau saw that Isaac blessed Jacob, and he was gone away to Mesopotamia of Syria,a to take a woman for himself, that when he blessed also he commanded him, saying, “You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan,” 7 and Jacob obeyed his father and mother and went to Mesopotamia. 8 And Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan were evil before Isaac, his father. 9 So Esau went to Ishmael and took Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, the son of Abraham, the sister of Nebaioth, to his wives as a wife. 

Jacob’s Dream and Vow

10 And Jacob came out from the Well of the Oath and went to Haran. 11 And he came to a place and slept there, for the sun had set, and he took one of the stones of the place and put it at his head, and he laid down in that place. 12 And he dreamed, and look, a ladder fixed upon the earth, whose top was reaching into the heavens, and the angels of God were ascending and descending upon it. 13 The Lord rested upon it and said, “I am the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. Do not fear! The land on which you are sleeping upon it, I will give it to you and to your offspring. 14 And your offspring will be like the sand of the sea, and it will spread to the sea and to the south and to the north and to the east, and all the tribes of the earth will be blessed in you and in your offspring. 15 And look, I am with you, carefully guarding you in every way, wherever you go, and I will bring you back into this land, because I shall surely not leave you behind until I have done all the things, that I told you.” 16 And Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “The Lord is in this place, but I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is nothing other than a house of God, and this is the door of the heavens.” 18 So Jacob rose in the morning, and he took the stone, which he put there at his head, and he erected it as a pillar, and he poured out olive oil on the top of it. 19 And Jacob called the name of that place “House of God,” and Luz was formerly the name of the city. 20 And Jacob made a vow, saying, “If the Lord God is with me and keeps me on this journey on which I am going, and gives me food to eat and clothing to wear, 21 and brings me back in safety to the house of my father, then the Lord will be my God, 22 and this stone, which I erected as a pillar, will be a house of God for me, and of all things that you give me, I will tithe a tenth of it to you.” 




Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel

29 And Jacob lifted his feet and went to the land of the east, to Laban the son of Bethuel of the Syrians and the brother of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau. 2 And he looked and, look, a well in the plain! Three flocks of sheep were there, resting near it, for they watered the flocks from that well, but a large stone was over the mouth of the well. 3 And they would gather all the flocks there and roll away the stone from the mouth of the well and give water to the sheep and return the stone to the mouth of the well in its place. 4 Jacob said to them, “Brothers, where are you from?” They said, “We are from Haran.” 5 He said to them, “Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?” They said, “We know him.” 6 He said to them, “Is he in good health?” They said, “He is in good health.” While he was still speaking, look, Rachel his daughter was coming with her father’s sheep. For she was feeding her father’s sheep. 7 And Jacob said, “There is still much daytime; it is not yet time to gather the livestock; after watering the sheep, depart and tend them.” 8 They said, “We will not be able to until all the shepherds gather and roll away the stone from the mouth of the well, and we will water the sheep.” 9 While he was still speaking to them, Rachel the daughter of Laban also was coming with the sheep of her father, for she was tending the sheep of her father. 10 It happened when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban, the brother of his mother, that Jacob, approached and rolled away the stone from the mouth of the well and watered the sheep of Laban, the brother of his mother. 11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and cried aloud with his voice and wept. 12 And he told Rachel that he was a brother of her father and that he was the son of Rebekah, and she ran and told her father about these matters. 13 And this happened: when Laban heard the name of Jacob the son of his sister, he ran to meet him, and he embraced him and kissed him and brought him into his house. And he described all these matters to Laban. 14 And Laban said to him, “You are from my bones and from my flesh.” And he was with him a month of days. 15 Laban said to Jacob, “For because you are my brother, you will not serve me for nothing. Tell me what your wage is.” 16 Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were sickly, but Rachel was beautiful in appearance and graceful in appearance. 18 Jacob loved Rachel, and he said, “I will serve you seven years for Rachel, your younger daughter.” 19 Laban said to him, “Better that I give her to you than that I give her to another man. Live with me!” 20 And Jacob worked on account of Rachel for seven years. 21 Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my days have been filled, so that I may go in to her.” 22 Laban gathered all the men of the place and made a wedding celebration. 23 And evening came, and taking his daughter Leah he led her in to Jacob, and Jacob went in to her. 24 Laban gave Zilpah, his maid, to Leah, his daughter, for her as a maid. 25 Morning came and, look, it was Leah. Jacob said to Laban, “Why did you do this to me? Did I not serve you for Rachel? So why have you deceived me?” 26 Laban said, “It is not this way in our region, to give the younger one before the elder. 27 Therefore finish the week for this one, and I will give you also this one for the work, which you will work with me yet another seven years.” 28 Jacob did so and completed the week for this one, and Laban gave Rachel, his daughter, for him as a wife. 29 Laban gave Bilhah, his maid, to Rachel, his daughter, as a maid for her. 30 And he went in to Rachel. He loved Rachel more than Leah and served him another seven years. 

Leah’s Children

31 And the Lord God, seeing that Leah was hated, opened her womb. But Rachel was barren. 32 And Leah conceived and bore a son to Jacob. She called his name Reuben, saying, “Since my Lord saw my humiliation, now my husband will love me.” 33 And Leah conceived again and bore a second son to Jacob and said, “Because the Lord heard that I am hated, he added to me also this one.” And she called his name Simeon. 34 And she conceived yet again and bore a son and said, “At the present time, my husband will be with me, for I have borne him three sons.” Because of this his name was called Levi. 35 And when she had conceived yet again, she bore a son and said, “Now yet again I will acknowledge the Lord for this.” Because of this she called his name Judah. And she ceased to bear children. 




Rachel’s Children

30 When Rachel saw that she had not born a child for Jacob, then Rachel envied her sister and said to Jacob, “Give me children, but if not I will die.” 2 Jacob became angry with Rachel and said to her, “Am I in the place of God, who deprived you of the fruit of the belly?” 3 Rachel said to Jacob, “Look, my maid, Bilhah. Enter into her, and she will give birth upon my knees, so that I too might bear children from her.” 4 So she gave him Bilhah, her maid, for him as a wife, and Jacob entered into her. 5 And Bilhah, Rachel’s maid, conceived, and she bore Jacob a son. 6 And Rachel said, “God judged me and heard my voice and gave me a son.” Because of this she called his name Dan. 7 And Bilhah, Rachel’s maid, conceived yet again, and she bore a second son for Jacob. 8 And Rachel said, “God has been profitable to me, and I have lived with my sister and have prevailed.” And she called his name Naphtali. 9 Leah saw that she ceased bearing children, and she took Zilpah, her maid, and she gave her to Jacob as a wife. 10 Jacob entered into her, and Zilpah, Leah’s maid, conceived and bore Jacob a son. 11 And Leah said, “By good fortune!” And she called his name Gad. 12 And Zilpah, Leah’s maid, conceived again and bore Jacob another son. 13 And Leah said, “Blessed am I, because all the women are blessing me.” And she called his name Asher. 14 Reuben went in the days of the harvest of wheat and found mandrake fruit in the field and brought them to Leah, his mother. Rachel said to Leah, “Give me some of the mandrakes of your son.” 15 Leah said, “Is it not enough for you that you took my husband? Will you take also the mandrakes of my son?” Rachel said, “Not so! Let him sleep with you tonight in exchange for the mandrakes of your son.” 16 Jacob came in from the field at evening, and Leah came out to meet him and said, “You will enter into me today, for I have hired you in exchange for the mandrakes of my son.” And he laid down with her that night. 17 And God heard her, and she had conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son. 18 And Leah said, “God has given me my wages because I gave my maid to my husband.” And she called his name Issachar, which is “Wages.” 19 And Leah conceived yet again and bore Jacob a sixth son. 20 And Leah said, “God has given me a beautiful gift; now my husband will choose me, for I bore him six sons.” And she called his name Zebulun. 21 And after this, she bore a daughter and called her name Dinah. And she stopped bearing children. 22 God remembered Rachel, and God heard her and opened her womb. 23 And she conceived and bore Jacob a son. Rachel said, “God took away my reproach.” 24 And she called his name Joseph, saying, “May God add to me another son.” 

Jacob Increases His Flocks

25 It happened when Rachel bore Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Send me away, in order that I may depart to my region and to my land. 26 Yield me my wives and children, for whom I have served you, in order that I may depart, for you know the service which I have rendered you.” 27 Laban said to him, “If I had found favor before you, I would have divined it, for God blessed me at your arrival. 28 Define your exact pay to me, and I will give it to you.” 29 Jacob said to him, “You know what I have rendered to you and how many of your livestock were with me. 30 For all that was little before me, and it increased in size, and the Lord blessed you at my foot. Now, then, when shall I myself make a house?” 31 And Laban said to him, “What will I give to you?” And Jacob said to him, “You will not give me anything; if you do this thing for me, again I will shepherd your sheep, and I will guard them. 32 Let your sheep pass by today, and separate from there every gray sheep among the lambs and all the spotted and white ones among the goats. This will be a wage for me. 33 And my righteousness will answer for me tomorrow that this is my wage before you; every one that is not spotted and speckled among the goats and gray among the lambs will be stolen, in my opinion.”a 34 Laban said to him, “Let it be according to your word.” 35 So that day he separated the spotted and speckled he-goats and all the spotted and speckled she-goats and every one that was white among them, and every one of the lambs that was gray, and gave them into the hand of his sons. 36 And he drew away a journey of three days between them and Jacob. Jacob was shepherding the sheep of Laban that remained. 37 Jacob took for himself a green wooden staff and an almond one and one of a plane tree, and Jacob removed white peels from them, tearing away the green. The white that he removed appeared on the staffs as many-colored. 38 And he set the staffs that he peeled in the hollow of the water troughs, so that whenever the sheep came to drink in front of the staffs, and when they came to drink, the sheep would be in heat for the staffs, 39 and the sheep would give birth to speckled and many-colored and ashen-spotted lambs. 40 Jacob separated the lambs and set up a speckled ram before the sheep and every one that was many-colored among the lambs. And he separated flocks for himself on his ownb and did not mix them in with the sheep of Laban. 41 It happened in the season when the sheep were in heat, conceiving in their belly, Jacob placed the staffs before the sheep among the hollow, that they might be in heat with respect to the staffs. 42 For when the sheep gave birth, he would not place the staffs. The unmarked ones became Laban’s, and the marked ones Jacob’s. 43 And the person became very much rich and he had many livestock and oxen and servants and maids and camels and donkeys. 




Jacob Flees from Laban

31 Jacob heard the words of the sons of Laban, saying, “Jacob has taken all our father’s things, and he has made all this glory from our father’s things.” 2 And Jacob saw the face of Laban, and look, it was not toward him like yesterday and the day before.c 3 The Lord said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your father and to your family, and I will be with you.” 4 Jacob, sent and called Rachel and Leah to the plain where the flocks were, 5 and he said to them, “I see the face of your father, that it is not with me like yesterday and the day before. But the God of my father was with me. 6 Also, you yourselves know that I have served your father with all my strength. 7 But your father deceived me and changed my wages of ten lambs, and God did not allow him to do me evil. 8 If he says thus, ‘The spotted ones will be your wage,’ then all the sheep will bear spotted ones. If he says, ‘The white ones will be your wage,’ then all the sheep will bear white ones. 9 And God took away all the livestock of your father and gave them to me. 10 And this happened: when the sheep were in heat, and I saw with my eyes in sleep, and look, the he-goats and rams, who were mounting the sheep and the she-goats, were speckled and many-colored and ashen-spotted males. 11 And the angel of God said to me in my sleep, ‘Jacob! Jacob!’ And I said, ‘What is it?’ 12 And he said, ‘Look up with your eyes and see the he-goats and rams going up on the sheep and the she-goats were speckled and many-colored and ashen-spotted males. For I have seen all that Laban does to you. 13 I am the God who appeared to you in the place where you anointed a pillar for me and made a vow to me there. Now, then, stand up and go away from this land and go away to the land of your origin, and I will be with you.’ ” 14 And Rachel and Leah replied and said to him, “Do we have a portion any longer or an inheritance in the house of our father? 15 Are we not considered foreigners to him? For he has sold us, and he gobbled upa our silver. 16 All the wealth and the glory that God took away from our father will be for us and also for our children. Now, then, do all that God has told you.” 

17 Jacob got up and took his wives and children on camels, 18 and he carried off all his possessionsb and all his baggage which he procured in Mesopotamia,c and all his things, to depart to Isaac, his father, into the land of Canaan. 19 Laban went to shear his sheep. Rachel stole the idols of her father. 20 Jacob concealed from Laban the Aramean in order to not tell him that he was fleeing. 21 And he was running away with all his things, and he crossed over the river and started going to the mountain of Gilead. 

Laban Comes After Jacob

22 It was reported on the third day to Laban the Aramean that Jacob was running away. 23 And taking along all his brothers with himself, he pursued after him a journey of seven days, and he overtook him at the mountain of Gilead. 24 God came to Laban the Aramean during his sleep through the night and said to him, “Guard yourself, lest you speak evil things with Jacob.” 25 And Laban overtook Jacob. Jacob pitched his tent on the mountain, and Laban set up his brothers on the mountain of Gilead. 26 dAnd Laban said to Jacob, “What did you do? Why did you run away, stealing from me in secret and carrying away my daughters as captives by the sword? 27 If you had told me, I would have released you with festivity and with music, tambourines and lyres. 28 I was not deemed worthy to kiss my grandchildren and my daughters. Now you have acted foolishly. 29 And now my hand is strong to do you harm, but the God of your father spoke to me yesterday, saying, ‘Guard yourself, lest you speak evil things with Jacob.’ 30 Now then, you have gone, for you longede to depart to the house of your father. But why did you steal my gods?” 31 Replying, Jacob said to Laban, “For I said, ‘Lest you take your daughters and all my things away from me.’ ” 32 So Jacob said to him, “With whomever you find your gods, that person will not live in the sight of our brothers. Observe what are your things with me, and take them.” And he did not observe anything with him. But Jacob did not know that Rachel, his wife, had stolen them. 33 Having entered, Laban searched in the house of Leah and did not find anything, and after he went from the house of Leah, he searched in the house of Jacob and in the house of the two maids, and he did not find anything. Then he also entered into the house of Rachel. 34 Rachel took the idols and threw them into the saddlebags of the camel and sat upon them. 35 And she said to her father, “Do not be indignant,f lord. I am unable to rise before you because it is according to the custom of women with me.” Then Laban searched in the whole house and did not find the idols. 36 Jacob became angry and fought with Laban. Replying, Jacob said to Laban, “What is my wrongdoing, and what is my offense, that you pursued after me 37 and that you searched all the items in my house? What did you find from all the items in your house? Set it here before your brothers and my brothers, and let them decide between the two of us. 38 These twenty years of mine I have been with you, your sheep and your goats were not childless, I did not devour the rams of your sheep. 39 That which was caught by wild animals I did not bring back to you. I paid from my own resources for the things stolen in the day and the things stolen at night. 40 I became like one consumed by the summer heat during the day and by frost at night, and my sleep was removed from my eyes. 41 These twenty years of mine I am in your house; I served you fourteen years for your two daughters and six years among your sheep, and you defrauded my wages by ten ewe lambs.a 42 If the God of my father Abraham and the fear of Isaac had not been with me, you would have now dismissed me empty handed. God saw my humiliation and the toil of my hands and he reproached you yesterday.” 43 In reply, Laban said to Jacob, “Your daughters are my daughters, and your sons are my sons, and your livestock is my livestock, and all that you see is mine, even my daughters. What will I do to these ones today or their children, whom they bore? 44 Now then come, let us establish a covenant, I and you, and it will be for a testimony between me and you.” He said to him, “Look, Jacob, no one is with us; see, God is witness between me and you.” 45 Taking a stone, Jacob set it up as a pillar. 46 And Jacob said to his brothers, “Gather stones.” And they gathered stones and made a heap, and they ate and drank there by the heap. And Laban said to him, “This heap is a testimony between me and you today.” 47 And Laban called it “Witness Heap,” but Jacob called it “The Hill Testifies.” 48 Laban said to Jacob, “Look, this heap and this pillar that I erected between me and you, this heap bears witness, and this pillar bears witness.” Because of this its name was called “The Hill Testifies,” 49 and “The Vision,” which he said, “May God deliver between me and you, that we will withdraw one from the other. 50 If you abase my daughters, if you take women in addition to my daughters, see, no one is with us. 52 For if I do not pass over this heap and this pillar to you, nor you pass over it to me, it is for wickedness. 53 The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor will judge between us.” 54 And Jacob swore by the fear of his father, Isaac. And Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain and called his brothers, and they ate and drank, and they went to sleep on the mountain. 55 b Laban, having arisen in the morning, kissed his sons and his daughters and blessed them, and, turning back, Laban departed to his region. 




Jacob Fears Meeting Esau

32 And Jacob departed on his own journey. And looking up with his eyes, he saw the army of God encamped, and the angels of God met him. 2 When he saw them, Jacob said, “This is a camp of God.” And he called the name of that place “Camps.” 

3 Jacob sent messengers to Esau, his brother, into the land of Seir, into the territory of Edom. 4 And he commanded them, saying, “Thus you will say to my lord Esau: ‘Thus says your servant Jacob: “With Laban I dwelled and lingered until the present, 5 and there came to me cattle and donkeys and sheep and servants and maids, and I sent to report to my lord Esau, in order that your servant might find favor before you.” ’ ” 6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother, Esau, and he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.” 7 And Jacob was very afraid and at a loss. So he divided the people who were with him and the cattle and the sheep into two camps. 8 And Jacob said, “If Esau comes to one camp and destroys it, the second camp will exist to be saved.” 9 Jacob said, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Lord, the one who said to me, ‘Run away to the land of your family, and I will do good to you,’ 10 be satisfied with me because of all the righteousness and all the truth that you did for your servant, for I crossed over this Jordan with only my staff, but now I have turned into two camps. 11 Deliver me from the hand of my brother, Esau, because I fear him, lest when he comes, he strike me and the mother in addition to children. 12 You said, ‘I will treat you very well, and I will make your offspring like the sand of the sea, which will not be counted because of its multitude.’ ” 13 And he slept there that night, and he took gifts from what he had brought and sent them to Esau, his brother: 14 two hundred she-goats, twenty he-goats, two hundred sheep, twenty rams, 15 thirty milking camels and their young, forty cows, ten bulls, twenty donkeys, ten foals. 16 And he gave into the hand of his servants a separate flock. He said to his servants, “Go before me and make a space between the flocks.”a 17 And he commanded the first, saying, “If Esau, my brother, meets you and asks you, saying, ‘Whose are you, and where are you going, and whose are these that are going ahead of you?’ 18 And you will say, ‘Your servant Jacob’s. He has sent gifts to my lord Esau, and look, he is behind us.’ ” 19 And he commanded the first and the second and the third and all the ones who were going ahead behind these flocks, saying, “According to this word speak to Esau when you find him; 20 and you will say, ‘Look, your servant Jacob is drawing near behind us.’ ” For he said, “I will appease his face with the gifts that are going before him, and after this I will see his face, for perhaps he will welcome my face.” 21 So the gifts went on before his face, but he slept that night in the camp. 

Jacob Wrestles with God

22 After rising up that night, he took his two wives and the two maids and his eleven children, and he crossed over the ford of Jabbok. 23 And he took them and crossed over the brook and carried all his things across. 24 Jacob remained alone, and a person wrestled with him until the morning. 25 He saw that he could not prevail against him, and he touched the broad part of his thigh, and the broad part of Jacob’s thigh became numb when he wrestled with him. 26 And he said to him, “Send me away, for the dawn has come.” He said, “I will not send you away, if you do not bless me.” 27 He said to him, “What is your name?” He said, “Jacob.” 28 And he said to him, “No longer will your name be called Jacob, but your name will be ‘Israel’ because you prevailed with God, and you are mighty with humans.” 29 Jacob asked and said, “Reveal your name to me.” And he said, “Why do you ask my name?” And he blessed him there. 30 And Jacob called the name of that place “Form of God,” for “I saw God face to face, and my life was spared.” 31 The sun rose up on him when he passed by Form of God. He was limping on his thigh. 32 For because of this, the sons of Israel may never eat the sinew that became numb, which is on the broad part of the thigh of Jacob, until this day, because he touched the broad part of the thigh of Jacob, the sinew, and it became numb. 





Jacob Meets Esau

33 Looking up, Jacob saw and look, Esau, his brother, was coming, he and four hundred men with him. So Jacob separated the children to Leah and to Rachel and the two maids. 2 And he put the two maids and their sons in the front, and Leah and her children behind them, and Rachel and Joseph last. 3 He passed by before them and bowed to the earth seven times until he approached his brother. 4 And Esau ran forward to meet him, and, embracing him, he kissed him and fell upon his neck, and they both wept. 5 And looking up, he saw the women and the children, and he said, “What are these to you?” He said, “The children, by whom God showed your servant mercy.” 6 And the maids and their children approached and bowed, 7 and Leah and her children approached and bowed, and after these Rachel and Joseph approached and bowed. 8 And he said, “What are these to you, all these companies, which I have met?” He said, “That your servant may find favor in your eyes, lord.” 9 Esau said, “I own many things, brother; let them be to you as your things.” 10 Jacob said, “If I have found favor before you, receive the gifts through my hands; on this account I saw your face like someone sees the face of God, and you will be pleased with me. 11 Receive my blessings, which I brought to you, because God has shown mercy to me, and everything belongs to me.” And he urged him, and he received them. 12 And he said, “When we depart, proceed on directly.” 13 He said to him, “My lord knows that the children are delicate and the sheep and the cattle are birthing for me. So if I were to overdrive them for one day, all the livestock would die. 14 Let my lord advance before your servant. I will persevere on the road according to the ease of the journey that is before me and according to the pace of the children until I come to my lord at Seir.” 15 Esau said, “I will leave the people who are with me to go with you.” But he said, “Why is this? It is suffficient that I have found favor before you, lord.” 16 Esau returned on that day on his way to Seir. 17 And Jacob departs to Tents, and he made houses for himself there. And he made tents for his livestock; because of this he called the name of that place “Tents.” 

18 And Jacob came to Salem, a city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Mesopotamia of Syria,a and he camped opposite the frontb of the city. 19 And he acquired the portion of the field, where he set up there his tent, near Hamor the father of Shechem for a hundred lambs. 20 And he set up there an altar and invoked the God of Israel. 




The Violation of Dinah

34 Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob, came out to observe the daughters of the natives. 2 And Shechem the son of Hamor, the Horite, the ruler of the land, saw her, and, taking her, he slept with her and violated her. 3 And he paid attention to the life of Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the maiden, and he spoke to her according to the mind of the maiden. 4 Shechem said to Hamor, his father, saying, “Take for me this young woman as a wife!” 5 Jacob heard that the son of Hamor defiled Dinah, his daughter, but his sons were with his livestock in the plain. So Jacob stayed silent until they came. 6 Hamor, the father of Shechem, came out to Jacob to talk to him. 7 The sons of Jacob came from the field, and when they heard, the men were deeply pained, and it was very painful for them because Shechem did a shameful thing in Israel by sleeping with the daughter of Jacob, and it must not be this way. 8 Then Hamor spoke to them, saying, “Shechem, my son, has chosen your daughter with soul. So, give her to him as a wife. 9 Intermarry with us! Give your daughters to us, and take our daughters for your sons. 10 And settle among us, and look, the land, it is wide before you; settle and travel upon it, and acquire possessions in it.” 11 Shechem said to her father and to her brothers, “May I find favor before you, and whatever you say, we will give to you. 12 Increase the dowry very much, and I will give it, whatever you tell me, and you will give me this girl as a wife.” 13 The sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor, his father, with deceit and spoke to them, because they defiled Dinah, their sister. 14 And Simeon and Levi, the brothers of Dinah and the sons of Leah, said to them, “We will not be able to act on this, to give our sister to a man who has a foreskin. For this is a disgrace to us. 15 By this we will become like you and dwell among you, if you also become like us when every male of yours is circumcised. 16 And we will give our daughters to you, and we will take wives for us from your daughters and dwell beside you, and we will be like one nation. 17 If you do not listen to us to be circumcised, we will take our daughters and leave.” 18 And the words brought satisfaction before Hamor and before Shechem the son of Hamor. 19 And the young man did not linger to do this matter, for he was devoted to the daughter of Jacob, and he was of higher repute than all those in the house of his father. 20 Hamor and Shechem, his son, came to the gate of their city and spoke to the men of their city, saying. 21 “These people are peaceful with us. Let them live on the land, and let them travel for business on it. The land, look, it is wide before them. We will take their daughters for us as wives, and we will give them our daughters. 22 Only by this will the people become like us so that they dwell with us so as to be one people: When every male of ours is circumcised, just as even they themselves have been circumcised. 23 And their herds and possessions and their cattle,a will they not be ours? Only let us be like them in this way, and they will live with us.” 24 And all those who were going out of the gate of their city listened to Hamor and Shechem, his son, and they circumcised the flesh of their foreskin, every male. 25 It happened on the third day, when they were in pain, the two sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, the brothers of Dinah, each took his sword and entered into the city safely and killed every male. 26 They killed both Hamor and Shechem his son by the edge of the sword and took Dinah out of the house of Shechem and went out. 27 The sons of Jacob entered upon the casualties and plundered the city in which they defiled Dinah, their sister. 28 And they took their sheep and their cattle and their donkeys, everything in the city and everything in the plain. 29 And all their slavesb and all their baggage and their wives they took captive, and they plundered everything in the city and everything in the houses. 30 Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have made me hated with the result that I seem evil to those inhabiting the land, among both the Canaanites and the Perizzites. I am few in number, and, gathering together against me, they will cut me to pieces, and I and my house will be destroyed.” 31 They said, “But shall they use our sister like a prostitute?” 




Jacob Returns to Bethel

35 God said to Jacob, “Getting up, go up to the place of Bethel and dwell there and make there an altar to the God who appeared to you when you fled from the face of Esau, your brother.” 2 Jacob said to his household and to all those with him, “Remove the foreign gods from your midst and purify yourselves and change your clothes. 3 And rising up, let us go up to Bethel, and let us make there an altar to the God who heard me in a day of affliction, who was with me and preserved me on the journey on which I went.” 4 And they gave Jacob the foreign gods which were in their hands, and the earrings that were in their ears, and Jacob hid them under the terebinth in Shechem, and he destroyed them until the present day. 5 And Israel broke camp from Shechem, and the fear of God came upon the cities encircling them, and they did not chase after the sons of Israel. 6 Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, which is Bethel, he and all the people who were with him. 7 And he built an altar there, and he called the name of the place El-bethel, for there God showed himself to him when he fled from the face of Esau, his brother. 8 Deborah, the nurse of Rebekah, died farther down from Bethel under the oak tree, and Jacob called the name of it “Oak Tree of Mourning.” 

Jacob’s Name Changed to Israel

9 God appeared to Jacob yet again in Luz, when he arrived from Mesopotamia of Syria,a and God blessed him. 10 And God said to him, “Your name will no longer be called Jacob, but Israel will be your name.” 11 God said to him, “I am your God. Increase and multiply. And nations and gatherings of nations will be from you, and kings will come from your loins. 12 And the land which I have given to Abraham and Isaac, I have given it to you, and I will give this land to your offspring after you.” 13 God arose from him out of the place where he spoke with him. 14 And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he spoke with him, a pillar of stone, and he poured a drink offering out upon it and poured olive oil upon it. 15 And Jacob called the name of the place in which God spoke with him there “Bethel.” 

The Death of Rachel

16 After departing from Bethel, Jacob pitched his tent on the other side of the tower of Geder. It happened when he came near Chabratha to go into the land of Ephrath, Rachel gave birth and suffered birth pain in the delivery. 17 It happened when she gave birth with difficulty, the midwife said to her, “Be courageous, for this one is also a son.” 18 It happened as she was letting go of her soul (for she was dying) she called his name “Son of My Pain.” But his father called him Benjamin. 19 Rachel died and was buried on the road of Ephrath (this is Bethlehem). 20 And Jacob set up a pillar at her tomb. This is the memorial pillar of Rachel up to the present day. 21 b It happened when Israel settled in that land, Reuben went and slept with Bilhah, the concubine of his father, and Israel heard about it, and it appeared evil in his opinion.c 

The Sons of Jacob

22 The sons of Jacob were twelve. 23 The sons of Leah: Reuben the firstborn of Jacob, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun. 24 The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 25 The sons of Bilhah, maid of Rachel: Dan and Naphtali. 26 The sons of Zilpah, maid of Leah: Gad and Asher. These are the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Mesopotamia of Syria.a 

The Death of Isaac

27 Jacob came to Isaac, his father, in Mamre, to a city of the plain (this is Hebron) in the land of Canaan, where Abraham and Isaac dwelt. 28 The days of Isaac, which he lived, were one hundred and eighty years. 29 And after failing in health, he died and was added to his family, elderly and full of days, and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him. 




Esau’s Descendants

36 These are the generations of Esau (he is Edom). 2 Esau took wives for himself from the daughters of the Canaanites: Adah daughter of Elon, the Hittite; and Oholibamah daughter of Anah, the son of Zibeon the Hivite; 3 and Basemath daughter of Ishmael, sister of Nebaioth. 4 Adah bore Esau Eliphaz, and Basemath bore Reuel, 5 and Oholibamah bore Jeush and Jalam and Korah. These are the sons of Esau, who were born to him in the land of Canaan. 6 Esau took his wives and sons and daughters and all the slavesb of his house and all the things that he possessed and the livestock and everything that he had acquired and everything that he procured in the land of Canaan, and he went out of the land of Canaan from the presence of Jacob, his brother. 7 For their possessions were too many to live together, and the surrounding landc was not able to bear them from the multitude of their possessions. 8 Esau lived on the mountain of Seir (Esau, he is Edom). 

9 These are the generations of Esau, father of Edom, on the mountain Seir. 10 And these are the names of the sons of Esau: Eliphaz son of Adah wife of Esau, and Reuel son of Basemath wife of Esau. 11 The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zophar, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 Timnah was a concubine of Eliphaz the son of Esau, and she bore Amalek to Eliphaz. These are the sons of Adah wife of Esau. 13 These are the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These were the sons of Basemath, wife of Esau. 14 These are the sons of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah, the son of Zibeon, wife of Esau. She bore to Esau Jeush and Jalam and Korah. 15 These are the chiefs of the son of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz, firstborn of Esau: chief Teman, chief Omar, chief Zophar, chief Kenaz, 16 chief Korah, chief Gatam, chief Amalek. These are the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Adah. 17 And these are the sons of Reuel son of Esau: chief Nahath, chief Zerah, chief Mizzah, chief Shammah. These are the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom. These are the sons of Basemath, wife of Esau. 18 These are the sons of Oholibamah wife of Esau: chief Jeush, chief Jalam, chief Korah. These are the chiefs of Oholibamah. 19 These are the sons of Esau, and these are their chiefs. These are their chiefs, the sons of Edom. 

20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who inhabits the land: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah 21 and Dishon and Ezer and Dishan. These are the Horite chiefs of the son of Seir in the land of Edom. 22 The sons of Lotan were Hori and Heman. The sister of Lotan is Timnah. 23 These are the sons of Shobal: Alvan and Manahath and Ebal, Shepho and Onam. 24 And these are the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah. This is the Anah who found Jamin in the wilderness, when he was pasturing the donkeys of his father, Zibeon. 25 These are the sons of Anah: Dishon, and Oholibamah the daughter of Anah. 26 These are the sons of Dishon: Hemdan and Eshban and Ithran and Haran. 27 These are the sons of Ezer: Balaam and Zucam and Jucam and Akan. 28 These are the sons of Rishon: Uz and Aram. 29 These are the chiefs of Hori: chief Lotan, chief Shobal, chief Zibeon, chief Anah, 30 chief Dishon, chief Ezer, chief Rishon. These are the chiefs of Horites in their chiefdoms in the land of Edom. 

31 And these are the kings who reigned in Edom before a king ruled in Jerusalem. 32 And Balak the son of Beor reigned in Edom, and the name of his city is Dinhabah. 33 Balak died, and Jobab the son of Zerah, from Bozrah, reigned in his place. 34 Jobab died, and Husham from the land of the Temanites reigned in his place. 35 Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bered, the one who put an end to Midian in the plain of Moab, reigned in his place, and the name of his city is Avith. 36 Hadad died, and Samlah from Masrekah reigned his place. 37 Samlah died, and Shaul from Rehoboth, which is beside the river, reigned in his place. 38 Shaul died, and Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place. 39 Baal-hanan the son of Achbor died, and Arad the son of Bered reigned in his place, and the name of his city is Peor. The name of his wife is Mehetabel the daughter of Matred, son of Me-zahab. 40 These are the names of the chiefs of Esau in their tribes according to their region, in their territories and in their nations: chief Timna, chief Alvah, chief Ieber, 41 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief Pinon, 42 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief Mibzar, 43 chief Magdiel, chief Zaphoim. These are the chiefs of Edom in the places built in the land of their property. This is Esau the father of Edom. 




Joseph the Dreamer

37 Jacob settled in the land where his father dwelt, in the land of Canaan. 2 These are the genealogies of Jacob. Joseph was seventeen years old when he (being younger) was shepherding the sheep with his brothers, with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, the wives of his father. And Joseph brought down a bad reporta to Israel their father. 3 Jacob loved Joseph more than all his sons because he was a son of his old age. He made him a many-colored tunic. 4 And his brothers, seeing that his father loved him more than all his sons, hated him and were not able to speak anything peaceable to him. 5 Having dreamed a dream, Joseph reported it to his brothers. 6 And he said to them, “Hear this dream that I had dreamed. 7 I was imagining you were tying together sheaves in the midst of the plain, and my sheaf arose and stood upright. Turning round, your sheaves bowed to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Reigning will you reign over us, or lording, will you lord over us?” And they proceeded to hate him further on account of his dreams and on account of his words. 9 He saw another dream, and he described it to his father and his brothers, and he said, “Look, I dreamed another dream, as though the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing to me.” 10 And his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream, which you have dreamed? Really, then, will I and your mother and your brothers come to bow to the earth to you?” 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father preserved the word. 

Joseph Sold by His Brothers

12 His brothers went to feed the sheep of their father at Shechem. 13 And Israel said to Joseph, “Are your brothers not herding in Shechem? Come! I will send you to them.” He said to him, “Look, it is I!” 14 Israel said to him, “Having gone, see if your brothers and the sheep are well, and bring back a report to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron, and he went to Shechem. 15 And a person found him wandering in the plain, and the person asked him, saying, “What are you seeking?” 16 He said, “I am seeking my brothers. Tell me where they are grazing.” 17 The person said to him, “They left in that direction, for I heard them saying, ‘Let us go toward Dothan.’ ” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them toward Dothan. 18 And they caught sight of him from afar, before he came near to them, and went to kill him. 19 They each said to his brother, “Look, that dreamer is coming. 20 So now come, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits, and we will say, ‘An evil beast devoured him.’ And we will see what his dreams are.” 21 Upon hearing it, Reuben rescued him from their hands and said, “We will not strike him to take his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Do not shed blood. Rather, throw him into one of these pits in the wilderness! Do not lay a hand upon him.” (This way he might deliver him from their hands and restore him to his father.) 23 It happened when Joseph came to his brothers, they took the many-colored tunic that was around him off of Joseph. 24 And taking him, they threw him into the pit. But that cistern did not contain water. 25 They sat down to eat their food, and, looking up with their eyes, they saw, and look, Ishmaelite travelers were coming from Gilead, and their camels were laden with spices and resin and myrrh oil. They were walking, leading them down to Egypt. 26 Judah said to his brothers, “What gain is there if we kill our brother and keep his blood secret? 27 Come! Let us sell him to these Ishmaelites. But let our hands not be upon him, because he is our brother and our flesh.” So his brothers listened. 28 And Midianite merchant people were passing by, so they dragged Joseph out and took him up from the cistern, and they sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty gold pieces, and they led Joseph down to Egypt. 29 Reuben returned to the cistern and did not see Joseph in the cistern, and he tore his garments. 30 And he returned to his brothers and said, “The young man is not there. And as for me, what shall I do now?” 31 Taking the tunic of Joseph, they slaughtered a kid of the goats and stained the tunic with blood. 32 And they sent off the many-colored tunic, and they brought it in to their father and said, “We found this. Check if it is the tunic of your son or not.” 33 And he checked it and said, “It is the tunic of my son; an evil beast devoured him; a beast carried off Joseph.” 34 Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth around his waist, and he was mourning his son for some days. 35 All his sons and daughters gathered together and came to comfort him, and he did not wish to be comforted, saying, “I will go down to my son mourning into Hades.” And his father mourned him. 36 The Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, the eunuch of Pharaoh, the chief cook.a 




Judah and Tamar

38 It happened at that time Judah came down from his brothers and arrived at a certain Adullamite person, whose name was Hirah. 2 And there Judah saw a daughter of a Canaanite person whose name was Shua, and he took her and entered into her. 3 And when she had conceived, she bore a son and called his name Er. 4 And when she had conceived yet again, she bore a son and called his name Onan. 5 And proceeding further, she bore a son and called his name Shelah. She was in Chezib when she bore them. 6 And Judah took a woman for Er, his firstborn son, whose name was Tamar. 7 Er, the firstborn of Judah, became evil before the Lord, and God killed him. 8 Judah said to Onan, “Enter into the wife of your brother and marry her and raise up seed for your brother.” 9 Now Onan knew that the seed would not be his; it happened, whenever he entered into the wife of his brother, he would spill on the earth in order to not give his brother seed. 10 The word appeared evil in the sight of God because he did this, so he killed this one also. 11 Judah said to Tamar, his daughter-in-law, “Remain a widow in the house of your father until Shelah, my son, becomes full grown”; for he said, “In case this one should die also like his brothers.” Having departed, Tamar settled in the house of her father. 12 The days increased, and Shua, the wife of Judah, died. And being comforted, Judah went up to those who were shearing his sheep, he and Hirah, his shepherd, the Adullamite, toward Timnah. 13 And it was reported to Tamar, his daughter-in-law, saying, “Look, your father-in-law went up to Timnah to shear his sheep.” 14 And removing the garments of widowhood from herself, she put on a summer garment and adorned herself and sat down at the gates of Enan, which is on the way to Timnah, for she saw that Shelah, his son, had become full grown, but he did not give her to him as a wife. 15 And having seen her, Judah thought she was a prostitute, for she covered up her face, and he did not recognize her. 16 He diverted his way toward her and said to her, “Allow me to enter into you,” for he did not recognize that she was his daughter-in-law. She said, “What will you give to me, if you enter into me?” 17 He said, “I am sending you a goat kid from the flocks.” She said, “If you give a pledge until you send it.” 18 He said, “What pledge shall I give you?” She said, “Your ring and small necklace and staff that is in your hand.” And he gave them to her and entered into her, and she became pregnant by him.a 19 And arising, she departed and took off the light summer garment from herself, and she put on the garments of her widowhood. 20 Judah sent the young goat from the goats by the hand of his Adullamite shepherd to receive the pledge from the woman, and he did not find her. 21 He asked the men who were in the place, “Where is the prostitute who was at Enan by the road?” And they said, “There was no prostitute here.” 22 So he returned to Judah and said, “I did not find her, and the people who are from the place say that there was no prostitute here.” 23 Judah said, “Let her have them, but let us not be laughed at. I have sent this kid, but you have not found her.” 24 It happened after three months, it was reported to Judah by people, saying, “Tamar, your daughter-in-law, has prostituted, and look, she is pregnantb from prostitution.” Judah said, “Take her out and let her be burned.” 25 While she was being taken, she sent to her father-in-law, saying, “I am pregnanta by the person whose things these are.” And she said, “Find out whose are the ring and the small necklace and this staff.” 26 Judah recognized them and said, “Tamar is in the right and not I because I did not give her Shelah, my son.” And he did not proceed to know her further. 27 It happened when she gave birth that she there were twins in her womb. 28 It happened while she was giving birth, the first one put forth first his hand. Taking it, the midwife tied on his hand a scarlet thread, saying, “This one will come out first.” 29 When he brought in his hand, then at once his brother came out. She said, “Why was a fence cut through you?” So she called his name Perez. 30 And after this his brother came out, upon whom the scarlet thread was on his hand, and she called his name Zerah. 




Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife

39 Now Joseph was led down to Egypt, and Potiphar, the eunuch of Pharaoh, an Egyptian man who was the chief cook,b acquired him from the hands of the Ishmaelites who led him down there. 2 And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful man, and he came into the house beside the Egyptian lord. 3 His lord knew that the Lord was with him, and whatever he did, the Lord was making him prosperous in his hands. 4 And Joseph found favor before his lord. He was pleasing to him, and he placed him over his house, and all things that were his, he gave them through the hand of Joseph. 5 It happened after he was placed over his house and over all the things that were his, and the Lord blessed the house of the Egyptian because of Joseph, and the blessing of the Lord came upon all the things that belonged to him in the house and in the field. 6 And he entrusted all things that were his into the hands of Joseph, and he did not concern himself with a single thing belonging to himc except the food that he ate. Now, Joseph was handsome in appearance and very beautiful in outward appearance. 7 And this happened after these words and the wife of his lord cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Sleep with me!” 8 He did not want to, but he said to the wife of his lord, “If my lord does not know about anything in his house because of me, and all things that are his, he gave into my hands, 9 and no one in his house surpasses me, and there was nothing removed from me—anything except you, because you are his wife; so how could I do this evil thing and sin before God?” 10 When she was speaking to Joseph day after day, and he was not listening to her, to sleep with her and be with her, 11 it happened that on a certain such day Joseph came into the house to do his tasks, and no one was inside the house. 12 And she pulled him by his garments, saying, “Sleep with me.” And leaving behind his garments, he fled and went outside. 13 And this happened: when she saw that he left behind his garments in her hands and fled and went outside, 14 then she called those who were in the house and spoke to them, saying, “Look, he brought a Hebrew servant among us to mock us. He came to me, saying, ‘Sleep with me,’ and I cried with a loud voice. 15 When he heard that I raised my voice and I cried aloud, leaving his garments with me, he fled and went outside.” 16 And she left the garments beside herself until the lord came into his house. 17 And she spoke with him according to these words, saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you brought in to us, came in to me to mock me and said to me, ‘Sleep with me.’ 18 When he heard that I raised my voice and I cried out, he left his garments with me and fled and went outside.” 19 It happened when the master heard the words of his wife, everything she spoke to him, saying, “Your servant dealt with me like this,” then he was inflamed with anger. 20 And Joseph’s master took him and threw him into the prison, into the place in which the prisoners of the king were held there in the prison. 21 And the Lord was with Joseph and poured mercy over him and gave him favor before the chief prison guard. 22 And the chief prison guard gave the prison into the hand of Joseph, and all the ones who had been imprisoned, as many as were in the prison, and all the things that they were doing there. 23 The chief prison guard did not have knowledge of anything because of him, for everything was in the hand of Joseph because the Lord was with him, and the Lord made everything he was doing prosperous in his hands. 




Joseph Interprets Dreams in Prison

40 It happened after these words, the chief cupbearer of the king of Egypt and the chief baker offended their lord, the king of Egypt. 2 And Pharaoh was angry at his two eunuchs, at the chief cupbearer and at the chief baker. 3 And he put them under guard near the chief jailor in the jail, in the place where Joseph had been imprisoned there. 4 And the chief prison guard placed them under Joseph, and he was placed with them. They were under guard for days. 5 And they both saw a dream, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, they who belonged to the king of Egypt, those who were in the jail, both of them saw the vision of his dream in a single night. 6 Joseph entered to them in the morning and saw them, and they were troubled. 7 And he questioned the eunuchs of Pharaoh who were with him in keeping beside his master, saying, “Why is it that your faces are sad today?” 8 They said to him, “We have seen a dream, and there is no one to interpret it.” Then Joseph said to them, “Is not their interpretation through God? Therefore, describe them to me.” 9 And the chief cupbearer described his dream to Joseph and said, “In my sleep there was a vine before me. 10 On the vine were three stems, and it was sprouting, bearing shoots; the clusters of grapes were ripe. 11 And the cup of Pharaoh was in my hand, and I took the bunch of grapes and squeezed it into the cup, and I gave the cup into the hand of Pharaoh.” 12 And Joseph said to him, “This is the interpretation of it: The three stems are three days. 13 Three days further, and Pharaoh will remember your office and will restore you to your office of chief cupbearer, and you will give the cup of Pharaoh into his hand according to your former office, when you were cupbearer. 14 But mention me through yourself, when it becomes well with you, and you will show mercy to me, and you will mention to Pharaoh regarding me, and you will lead me out of this fortress, 15 because I was stolen by theft from the land of the Hebrews, and I did not do anything here, but they threw me into this cistern.” 16 And the chief baker saw that he interpreted rightly, and he said to Joseph, “I also saw a dream, and I imagined I was carrying three baskets of coarse grain cakes on my head. 17 In the basket that was on top were some of all the fruit that King Pharaoh eats, the work of a baker. And the birds of the heavens were devouring them from the basket that was on top of my head.” 18 Answering, Joseph said to him, “This is its interpretation: The three baskets are three days. 19 Three days further Pharaoh will take your head away from you and will hang you on the gallows, and the birds of the heavens will eat your flesh off you.” 20 It happened on the third day, it was the birthday of Pharaoh, and he was having a drinking party for all his servants. And he remembered the office of the chief cupbearer and the office of the chief baker in the midst of his servants. 21 And he reestablished the chief cupbearer to his office, and he placed the cup into the hand of Pharaoh; 22 but the chief baker he hung, just as Joseph interpreted to them. 23 But the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but he forgot him. 




Joseph Interprets Pharoah’s Dreams

41 It happened after two years of days, Pharaoh saw a dream. He imagined he stood at the river, 2 and look, it was like seven cows, beautiful in form and choice in flesh parts, were going up, and they were feeding in the grass. 3 Another seven cows were going up after them from the river, ugly in form and thin-fleshed. And the cattle were grazing beside the bank of the river in the grass. 4 And the seven ugly and thin-fleshed cows devoured the seven cows that were beautiful in form and choice. And Pharaoh woke up. 5 And he dreamed the second time, and look, seven ears of corn were going up on one stem, choice and fair. 6 Another seven ears of corn, thin and blighted, were growing up after them. 7 And the seven thin and blighted ears of corn swallowed the seven choice and abundant ears of corn. And Pharaoh woke up, and it was a dream. 8 Morning came, and his spirit was troubled. And sending, he summoned all the interpreters of Egypt and all its wise men, and Pharaoh described the dream to them, and there was no one who was explaining it to Pharaoh. 9 And the chief cupbearer spoke to Pharaoh, saying, “I remember my sin today. 10 Pharaoh was angry with his servants, and he put us under guard in the house of the chief prison guard, both me and the chief baker. 11 And we saw a dream in one night, I and he. We saw, each according to his dream. 12 There was there with us a young man, a Hebrew servant of the chief cook, and we described it to him, and he interpreted it for us. 13 It happened just as he interpreted to us, so also it came about: I was restored to my office, and that one was hanged.” 

14 Sending, Pharaoh summoned Joseph, and he led him out from the fortress, and they shaved him and changed his clothing, and he came to Pharaoh. 15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I saw a dream, and there is no one to interpret it. I have heard ones who are saying about you, when you hear a dream, that you interpret them.” 16 Replying to Pharaoh, Joseph said, “Without God there will be no answer bringing deliverance to Pharaoh.” 17 Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “In my sleep I was imagining I stood upon the bank of the river. 18 And it was like, seven cows were going up from the river, beautiful in form and choice in flesh parts, and they were grazing in the grass. 19 And look, another seven cows were going up behind them out of the river, poor and ugly in form and thin-fleshed, and they grazed in the grass. I have not seen such more ugly as these in the whole of Egypt. 20 And the seven ugly and thin cows devoured the first seven beautiful and choice cows. 21 And they entered into their bellies, and they were not perceptible that they entered into their bellies, and their outward appearances were ugly, just as also at the beginning. I woke up and I fell asleep. 22 And I saw again in my sleep, and as it were, seven ears of corn were going up on one stem, abundant and fair. 23 And another seven ears of corn, thin and blighted, were growing up close to them. 24 And the seven ears of corn that were thin and blasted by the wind swallowed the seven ears of corn that were beautiful and abundant. So I spoke to the interpreters, and there was no explainer for me.” 25 And Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dream of Pharaoh is one, everything God is doing he has made known to Pharaoh. 26 The seven beautiful cows are seven years; and the seven fair ears of corn are seven years. The dream of Pharaoh is one. 27 And the seven thin cows that were going up after them are seven years, and the seven thin and wind-blasted ears of corn are seven years of famine. 28 The word which I have told Pharaoh, everything God is doing he has made known to Pharaoh. 29 Look, seven years are coming, great plenty in all the land of Egypt. 30 Seven years of famine will come after this, and they will forget the abundance in the whole land of Egypt, and the famine will consume the land. 31 And the abundance will not be known on the land because of the famine that will be after these years, for it will be very strong. 32 Concerning Pharaoh’s dream repeating twice, it is because the matter that is from God will be true, and God will hurry to bring it about. 33 So now, select a wise and intelligent person and appoint him over the land of Egypt. 34 And let Pharaoh procure and appoint regional commanders over the land, and let them take a fifth of all the produce of the land of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. 35 And let them gather all the provisions of the seven years that are coming from these good ones, and let the grain be gathered under the hand of Pharaoh. Let provisions be gathered in the city. 36 And the provisions will be guarded for the land for the seven years of famine that will be in the land of Egypt, and the land will not be destroyed by the famine.” 

Joseph the Ruler

37 The words were pleasing before Pharaoh and before all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to all his servants, “Will we find such a person, who has a spirit of a god in him?” 39 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made known to you all these things, there is no person wiser and more intelligent than you. 40 You will be over my house, and all my people will obey your mouth; only with respect to the throne will I be elevated above you.” 41 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Look, I am appointing you today over all the land of Egypt.” 42 And Pharaoh, having removed the ring from his hand, placed it on the hand of Joseph and clothed him in a garment of fine linen and placed a golden collar around his neck. 43 And he went up on the second chariot of those belonging to him, and a herald made a proclamation in front of him, and he appointed him over the whole land of Egypt. 44 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh. Without you no one lifts his hand over all the land of Egypt.” 45 And Pharaoh called the name of Joseph Zaphenath-paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, the priest of Heliopolis,a to him for a wife. 

46 Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh, king of Egypt. Joseph went out from the face of Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt. 47 And the land produced sheaves in the seven years of plenty. 48 And he collected all the provisions of the seven years in which there was abundance in the land of Egypt, and he put the provisions in the cities, he put provisions from the city’s fields that were around it in it. 49 And Joseph collected grain, like the sand of the sea, very much, until they were not able to count it, for there was no number. 50 Before the seven years of famine came, there were born to Joseph two sons whom Asenath daughter of Potiphera priest of Heliopolis bore him. 51 Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh, saying, “Because God caused me to forget all my toils and all the things of my father.” 52 He called the name of the second Ephraim, because, “God exalted me in the land of my humiliation.” 

53 The seven years of abundance, which happened in the land of Egypt, passed. 54 And the seven years of famine began to come, just as Joseph said. And famine happened in all the land, and in all the land of Egypt there were no loaves of bread. 55 And all the land of Egypt was hungry. All the people cried to Pharaoh for loaves of bread. Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph, and do whatever he tells you!” 56 And the famine was upon the face of all the land, and Joseph opened all the granaries and was selling to all the Egyptians. 57 And all the territories came into Egypt to Joseph to buy, for the famine prevailed in all the land. 




Joseph’s Brothers Sent to Egypt

42 And Jacob, seeing that there was a sale in Egypt, said to his sons, “Why do you delay? 2 Look, I have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy a little food for us, so we can live and not die.” 3 And the ten brothers of Joseph went down to buy grain from Egypt. 4 But he did not send Benjamin the brother of Joseph with his brothers, for he said, “Lest sickness may befall him.” 5 And the sons of Israel came to buy with those who were coming, for the famine was in the land of Canaan. 6 And Joseph was the ruler of the land; he was selling to all the people of the land. And the brothers of Joseph, coming, bowed to him with their face on the earth. 7 And Joseph, seeing his brothers, recognized them and he was estranged from them and spoke harshly to them and said to them, “Where have you come from?” And they said, “From the land of Canaan to buy food.” 8 And Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9 And Joseph remembered the dreams, which he saw, and he said to them, “You are spies; you have come to observe the tracks of the territory.” 10 But they said, “No, lord, your servants have come to buy food. 11 We are all sons of one man; we are peaceful. Your servants are not spies.” 12 But he said to them, “No, rather you have certainly come to observe the tracks of the land.” 13 And they said, “Your servants are twelve brothers in the land of Canaan, and look, the youngest is with our father today, and another is no longer alive.”a 14 But Joseph said to them, “This is what I had said to you, saying, ‘You are spies.’ 15 By this you will be exposed; by the health of Pharaoh, you shall certainly not leave here unless your younger brother comes here. 16 Send one of yourselves and take your brother, but as for you, be led away until your words are exposed, whether you speak the truth or not; but if not, by the health of Pharaoh, truly indeed you are spies.” 17 And he placed them under guard for three days. 18 And he said to them on the third day, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God. 19 If you are peaceful, let one brother from you be held in the prison, but you all go and carry away the purchase of your granary. 20 And bring your younger brother to me, and your words will be believed, but if not, you will die.” And they did so. 21 And each one said to his brother, “For indeed we are under guilt because of our brother, because we disregarded the distress of his spirit when he pleaded with us, and we did not listen to him. Because of this, this distress has come upon us.” 22 And answering, Reuben said to them, “Did I not tell you, saying, ‘Do not injure the child?’ And you did not listen to me, and look, his blood is being demanded.” 23 And they did not know that Joseph was listening, for the interpreter was between them. 24 And turning away from them, Joseph wept. And again, he came to them and spoke to them, and he took Simeon from them and bound him before them. 25 And Joseph commanded to fill their containers with grain and to return the silver to each one in his sack and to give them provisions for the journey. And so, it was done to them. 26 And placing the grain on their donkeys, they departed from that place. 27 And when one loosened his bag to give fodder to his donkeys where they lodged, he saw his bundle of silver, and it was upon the mouth of the bag, 28 and he said to his brothers, “The silver has been returned to me, and look, this is in my bag.” And their heart was confounded, and they were troubled before one another, saying, “What is this God has done to us?” 29 They came to Jacob, their father, into the land of Canaan, and they reported to him all that happened to them, saying, 30 “The man, the lord of the land, has spoken to us harshly, and he placed us in prison like ones spying out the land. 31 We said to him, ‘We are peaceable; we are not spies. 32 We are twelve brothers, sons of our father; one is no longer alive, and the younger is with our father today in the land of Canaan.’ 33 The man, the lord of the land, said to us, ‘By this we will know that you are peaceable: Leave one brother here with me, and taking the purchase for your granary, depart. 34 And bring me your younger brother, so I will know that you are not spies, but that you are peaceable. And I will return your brother to you, and you will be allowed to trade in the land.’ ” 35 It happened when they emptied their bags that each one’s bundle of silver was in their bag, and they saw their bundle of silver, they and their father, and they were afraid. 36 Jacob, their father, said to them, “You have made me childless; Joseph is no more, Simeon is no more, and you will take Benjamin; all these things have happened to me.” 37 Reuben spoke to his father, saying, “Kill my two sons if I do not bring him to you. Give him into my hand, and I will bring him to you.” 38 He said, “My son will not go down with you, because his brother died, and he alone remains, and it will befall him to become sick on whatever road you go, and you will bring my old age down into Hades with sorrow.” 




Joseph’s Brothers Return to Egypt

43 The famine was strong over the land. 2 It happened when they had finished eating the grain that they carried from Egypt, and their father said to them, “Go again and buy us a few provisions.” 3 Judah spoke to him, saying, “The person informed us with a solemn warning, saying, ‘You will not see my face unless your younger brother comes down to me.’ 4 If, on the one hand then, you send our brother with us, we will go down, and we will buy you food; 5 if, on the other hand, you do not send our brother with us, we will not go; for the person spoke to us, saying, ‘You will not see my face unless your younger brother is with you.’ ” 6 Israel said, “Why did you hurt me, declaring to the person whether you have a brother?” 7 They said, “When interrogating, the person asked us also about our family, saying, ‘Might your father be still alive? Might you have a brother?’ And we reported to him according to his interrogation. We did not know that he would tell us, ‘Bring your brother.’ ” 8 Judah said to Israel, his father, “Send the boy with me, and we will get up and go, so we may live and not die, we and you and our household. 9 I am surety for him. Seek him from my hand. If I do not bring him to you and set him before you, I will have failed against you for all days. 10 For if we hadn’t delayed, we would have already returned twice.” 11 Israel, their father, said to them, “If it is so, do this. Take some of the fruit of the earth in your containers, and take gifts of resin and honey down to the man; take incense and myrrh oil and terebinth and almonds. 12 And take double the silver in your hands. Take back with you the silver that you brought back in your sacks, lest it is a mistake. 13 And take your brother and get up and go down to the person. 14 May my God give you favor before the person, and may he send your one brother and Benjamin off. For surely I have been made childless, just as I have been made childless.” 

15 The men, took these gifts and took double the silver in their hands and Benjamin, and they got up and went down into Egypt and stood before Joseph. 16 Joseph saw them and Benjamin, his brother by the same mother, and he commanded those from his household to lead these people into the house. “Slaughter animals and prepare them; for these people will eat bread with me at noon.” 17 The person did just as Joseph said, and he led the men into the house of Joseph. 18 Then the men, seeing that they were brought into the house of Joseph, said, “It is because of the silver that was brought back in our sacks the first time; we are being led in in order to falsely accuse us and make an attempt upon us in order to take us as slaves and our donkeys.” 19 Having come to the person who was over the house of Joseph, they spoke to him at the gate of the house, 20 saying, “We beseech you, lord! We came down at first to buy food. 21 And this happened when we came to unload, and we opened our sacks, and this silver of each one, was in his sack. We have now returned our silver by weight in our sack. 22 And we are carrying other silver with us to buy food. We do not know who threw the silver into our sacks.” 23 The person said to them, “He has been gracious to you! Do not be afraid! Your God and the God of your fathers gave you treasures in your sacks. I receive in full your genuine silver.” And he brought to them Simeon. 24 And he brought water to wash their feet and brought fodder to their donkeys. 25 They prepared the gifts until Joseph came at noon, for they heard that he was going to have lunch there. 26 Joseph entered into the house, and they brought him the gifts that they had in their hands, into the house, and they bowed to him on their face upon the earth. 27 He asked them, “How are you?” And he said to them, “Tell me if your elderly father of whom you spoke is in good health? Is he still alive?” 28 They said, “Your servant, our father, is in good health; he still lives.” And he said, “May that man be blessed by God.” And bending down, they bowed. 29 Looking up with his eyes, Joseph saw Benjamin, his brother by the same mother, and said to them, “Is this your younger brother, whom you told me you would bring?” And he said, “May God have mercy upon you, child.” 30 Joseph was troubled, for his insides were knotted because of his brother, and he felt the need to weep, and going into the chamber, he wept there. 31 And after washing his face, he went out and restrained himself and said, “Set out food.” 32 And they served him alone, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians who were dining with him by themselves, for the Egyptians were not able to partake of food with the Hebrews, for every shepherd of sheep is an abomination to the Egyptians. 33 They sat before him, the firstborn according to his privilege of age and the younger according to his youth. The men were amazed, each person toward his brother. 34 They took up portions from him to themselves, but the portion of Benjamin was made larger, beside the portions of all, fivefold in comparison with the portions of those brothers. They drank and became drunk with him. 




Joseph’s Final Test

44 And Joseph commanded the one who was over his household, saying, “Fill the sacks of the people with food, as much as they are able to carry, and throw in each one’s silver at the mouth of his sack. 2 And throw my silver drinking cup into the sack of the youngest and the value of his grain.” It was done in accordance with the word of Joseph, just as he said. 3 The morning dawned, and the men were sent off, they and their donkeys. 4 After they had gone out from the city (they were not very far off), then Joseph said to the one over his household, saying, “Get up and chase after the men, and you shall overtake them and shall say to them, ‘Why is it that you repaid me evil deeds for good deeds? For what purpose did you steal the silver drinking cup from me? 5 Is not this with which my lord drinks? He divines divination with it. You have accomplished evil things by what you have done.’ ” 6 When he found them, he spoke to them according to these words. 7 But they said to him, “For what purpose does the lord speak according to these words? May it not happen to your servants to do this word. 8 If indeed we returned to you the silver that we found in our sacks from the land of Canaan, how would we possibly steal silver or gold from the house of your lord? 9 Whoever of your servants the drinking cup is found with, let him die, and also we will be servants for our lord.” 10 He said, “And now, as you say, so it will be. The man with whom the drinking cup is found, he will be my servant, but you will be clear.” 11 And they hurried, and each one put his sack down on the earth, and each one opened his sack. 12 He started searching beginning from the older until he came upon the younger, and he found the drinking cup in the sack of Benjamin. 13 And they tore their clothes, and each one put his sack on his donkey, and they returned into the city. 14 Judah and his brothers entered to Joseph while he was still there, and they fell before him on the earth. 15 Joseph said to them, “What is this thing you have done? Did you not know that a man such as I will divine by omens?” 16 Judah said, “What will we say in opposition to our lord, or what should we say, or why should we be justified? God found the injustice of your servants. Look, we are servants to our master, both we and the one with whom the drinking cup was found.” 17 Joseph said, “May it not be to me to do this word. The man with whom the drinking cup was found, he will be my servant. But you go up with deliverance to your father.” 

Judah Pleads for Benjamin

18 Drawing near to him, Judah said, “I beg, lord, let your servant speak a word before you, and do not be angered at your servant because you are with Pharaoh. 19 Lord, you asked your servants, saying, ‘Tell me if you have a father or brother?’ 20 And we said to the lord, ‘We have an elderly father, and there is a younger child from his old age and his brother died. He alone is left to his father. Indeed, his father loved him.’ 21 You said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to me, and I will take note of him.’ 22 And we said to our lord, ‘The child will not be able to leave his father, and if he leaves his father, he will die.’ 23 You said to your servants, ‘If your younger brother does not come down with you, you will not proceed to see my face further.’ 24 It happened when we went up to your servant, our father, we reported to him the words of the lord. 25 Our father said to us, ‘Go again, buy us a few provisions.’ 26 We said, ‘We will not be able to go down; but if indeed our younger brother comes down with us, we will go down; for we will not be able to see the face of the man while our younger brother is not with us.’ 27 Your servant, our father, said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore for me two sons, 28 and the first went out from me, and you said he had been eaten by animals, and I have not seen him further. 29 If then you take also this one from my presence, and disease befalls him on the journey, then you will bring down my old age into Hades with sorrow.’ 30 Now then, if I go in to your servant and our father, and the boy is not with us (his life depends upon the life of this one), 31 it will be when he sees the boy, not being with us, he will die, and your servants will bring down the old age of your servant and our father with pain to Hades. 32 For your servant has become surety for the child from our father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him to you and set him before you, I will have sinned against my father for all days.’ 33 Now, then, I will remain with you as a servant instead of the child, as a household slave of the lord, but let the child go up with his brothers. 34 For how will I go up to my father while the child is not with us? So that I don’t see the evils that will find my father.” 




Joseph Reveals Himself

45 And Joseph was not able to tolerate all those who attended him, rather he said, “Dismiss everyone from me.” And no one attended Joseph further when Joseph was making himself known to his brothers. 2 And he let out a cry with weeping, and all the Egyptians heard it, and it was heard in the house of Pharaoh. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph, your brother, who was sold into Egypt. Is my father still alive?” And his brothers were not able to reply to him, for they were troubled. 4 And he said, “I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 Now then, do not be grieved nor let it appear harsh to you that you sold me here, for God sent me before you for life. 6 For this is the second year famine is upon the land, and still five years remain in which there will be neither plowing nor reaping. 7 For God sent me ahead of you, to leave you a remnant on the earth and to nourish your great remnant. 8 Now then, you have not sent me here, but rather God. And he made me like a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his house and ruler of all the land of Egypt. 9 Therefore, hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son, Joseph, says: “God has made me lord of all the land of Egypt. So, come down to me, and do not remain there. 10 And you will dwell in the land of Goshen of Arabia, and you will be near me, you and your sons and the sons of your sons, your sheep and your oxen, and everything you have there. 11 And I will feed you there (for the famine is five years further), in order that you not be destroyed, you and your sons and all your possessions. 12 Look, your eyes and the eyes of Benjamin, my brother, are seeing that it is my mouth that is speaking to you.’ 13 Therefore, report to my father all my glory that is in Egypt and what you have seen, and go quickly and bring my father down here.” 14 And falling upon the neck of Benjamin, his brother, he fell upon him, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And kissing all his brothers, he wept upon them, and after these things his brothers spoke to him. 

The Return for Jacob

16 And the report was proclaimed in the house of Pharaoh, saying, “The brothers of Joseph have come.” Pharaoh and his attendants rejoiced. 17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your wagons and depart to the land of Canaan, 18 and after receiving your father and your possessions, come to me, and I will give you all some of the good things of Egypt, and you will eat the marrow of the land. 19 You command these things, to take them wagons from the land of Egypt for your children and wives, and when you have taken your father up, come. 20 And do not spare for your eyes your possessions, for all the good things of Egypt will belong to you.’ ” 21 The sons of Israel did so, and Joseph gave them wagons according to what was said by Pharaoh, the king, and he gave them a store of provisions for the journey. 22 And he gave two garments to everyone, and to Benjamin he gave three hundred gold pieces and five changes of garments. 23 And to his father he sent down the same things and ten donkeys carrying some of all the good things of Egypt and ten mules carrying bread loaves to his father for the journey. 24 And he sent his brothers, and they went, and he said to them, “Do not be angry on the journey.” 25 And they went up out of Egypt, and they came into the land of Canaan, to their father, Jacob. 26 And they reported to him, saying, “Your son Joseph lives, and he rules the whole land of Egypt.” And the mind of Jacob was amazed, for he did not believe them. 27 And they spoke to him all the things that were said by Joseph, everything he said to them. And seeing the wagons, which Joseph sent in order to take him up, the spirit of their father Jacob was rekindled. 28 And Israel said, “It is a great thing for me if Joseph, my son, is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.” 




Jacob Goes to Egypt

46 Israel, he and all his things, departed and came upon the Well of the Oath and there offered a sacrifice to the God of his father, Isaac. 2 God spoke to Israel in a vision of the night, saying, “Jacob, Jacob!” He said, “What is it?” 3 He said, “I am the God of your fathers. Do not be afraid to go down into Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation there. 4 And I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will guide you up in the end, and Joseph will lay his hands upon your eyes.” 5 Jacob rose up from the Well of the Oath, and the sons of Israel took up their father and the baggage and their wives on the wagons that Joseph sent to carry him. 6 And having taken up their possessions and every acquisition that they had acquired from the land of Canaan, Jacob and all his offspring with him also entered into Egypt, 7 his sons and the sons of his sons with him, daughters and daughters of his sons with him. And he brought all his offspring into Egypt. 

Jacob’s Descendants in Egypt

8 These are the names of the sons of Israel who had come into Egypt. Jacob and his sons: The firstborn of Jacob was Reuben. 9 The sons of Reuben were Enoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi. 10 The sons of Simeon were Jemuel and Jamin and Ehud and Jachin and Zohar and Samuel, the son of the Canaanite woman. 11 The sons of Levi were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 12 The sons of Judah were Er and Onan and Shiloh and Perez and Zerah, but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan, and the sons of Perez were Hezron and Jemuel. 13 The sons of Issachar were Tola and Puvah and Jashub and Shimron. 14 The sons of Zebulun were Sered and Hasron and Jahleel. 15 These were the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in Mesopotamia of Syria,a and Dinah, his daughter. All the souls, the sons and the daughters, were thirty-three. 16 The sons of Gad were Ziphion and Haggi and Shuni and Ezbon and Eri and Arodi and Areli. 17 The sons of Asher were Imnah and Ishvah and Ishvi and Beriah, and Sarai, their sister. The sons of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel. 18 These were the sons of Zilpah, whom Leah gave Laban for his daughter, who bore these for Jacob, sixteen individuals. 19 The sons of Rachel, the wife of Jacob, were Joseph and Benjamin. 20 The sons of Joseph were born in the land of Egypt, whom Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of Heliopolis,b bore for him: Manasseh and Ephraim. And the sons of Manasseh, were born whom Machir the Aramean concubine bore to him. And Machir bore Gilead. And the sons of Ephraim, brother of Manasseh: Soutalaam and Taam. And the sons of Soutalaam: Eden. 21 The sons of Benjamin: Bela and Becher and Ashbel. The sons of Baalah were born: Gera and Naaman and Ehi and Rosh and Muppim and Huppim. Gera bore Arad. 22 These are the sons of Rachel, whom she bore to Jacob, all souls: eighteen. 23 The sons of Dan: Hashum. 24 And the sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel and Guni and Izhar and Shillem. 25 These are the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, who bore these for Jacob, all seven souls. 26 All souls who entered with Jacob into Egypt, who came out from his thighs, except for the wives of the sons of Jacob, all sixty-six souls. 27 The sons of Joseph who were born to him in the land of Egypt: nine souls. All the souls of the house of Jacob who entered into Egypt: seventy-five. 

Jacob and Joseph Reunite

28 He sent Judah to Joseph before them to meet him down in the City of Heroes in the land of Rameses. 29 Joseph harnessed his chariots and went up to a meeting with Israel, his father, at the City of Heroes and, upon seeing him, he fell upon his neck, and he wept with rich weeping. 30 And Israel said to Joseph, “I will die from the present, when I have seen your face, for you live further.” 31 Joseph said to his brothers, “After going up, I will report to Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and the house of my father, who were in the land of Canaan, they have come to me. 32 The men are herdsmen (for they were cattle-raising men), and they have brought the livestock and the cattle and all their things.’ 33 If, then, Pharaoh summons you and says to you, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34 you will say, ‘We are your servants, cattle-raising men from childhood until the present, both we and our fathers,’ in order that you may settle in the land of Goshen in Arabia, for every herdsman of sheep is an abomination to Egyptians.” 




Jacob Settles in Goshen

47 After leaving, Joseph reported to Pharaoh, saying, “My father and brothers and their livestock and cattle and all their things came from the land of Canaan, and look, they are in the land of Goshen.” 2 Of his brothers he took along five men and set them before Pharaoh. 3 And Pharaoh said to the brothers of Joseph, “What is your occupation?” They said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are shepherds of sheep, both we and our ancestors.” 4 They said to Pharaoh, “We have come to dwell in the land, for there is no pasture for the livestock of your servants, for the famine has become strong in the land of Canaan. Now, then, we will dwell in the land of Goshen.” 5 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Let them settle in the land of Goshen. If you know that there are strong men among them, appoint them overseers of my livestock.” Jacob and his sons came into Egypt to Joseph, and Pharaoh, king of Egypt, heard about it. And Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “Your father and your brothers have come to you. 6 Look, the land of Egypt is before you. Settle your father and your brothers in the good land.” 7 And Joseph led Jacob, his father, in and set him before Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How old are you?”a 9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my life, which I have been sojourning, are one hundred and thirty years. Short and severe have been the days of the years of my life. They have not reached to the days of the years of the life of my fathers, which days they sojourned.” 10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh and departed from him. 11 And Joseph settled his father and brothers and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt in the good land in the land of Rameses, just as Pharaoh commanded. 12 And Joseph would measure out grain to his father and brothers and all the house of his father, grain for each person. 

Joseph and the Famine

13 There was no grain in all the land, for the famine was very strong. The land of Egypt and the land of Canaan failed because of the famine. 14 Joseph amassed all the silver that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan from the grain which they were buying and he was measuring for them, and Joseph brought all the silver into the house of Pharaoh. 15 And all the silver from the land of Egypt and from the land of Canaan was spent. All the Egyptians came to Joseph, saying, “Give us bread. Why are we dying before you? For our silver is spent.” 16 Joseph said to them, “Bring your livestock, and I will give you bread in exchange for your livestock, if your silver is spent.” 17 They brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for the horses and in exchange for the sheep and in exchange for the cattle and in exchange for the donkeys. And he nourished them with bread in exchange for all their livestock that year. 18 That year passed, and they came to him in the second year and said to him, “What if we are destroyed from before our lord? For if our silver and possessions and the livestock are spent before you, the master, and there is nothing left to us before our master more than one’s own body and our land. 19 In order that we do not die before you, and the land be desolated, acquire us and our land in exchange for bread, and we and our land will be servants of Pharaoh. Give us seed, in order that we may sow and not die, and the land will be desolated.” 20 So Joseph acquired all the land of the Egyptians for Pharaoh, for the Egyptians sold their land to Pharaoh, for the famine ruled over them and the land became Pharaoh’s. 21 And he enslaved the people to himself as slaves from outlying boundaries of Egypt to outlying boundaries. 22 Excepting the land of the priests alone, Joseph did not acquire this, for he gave it by a portion as a gift to the priests of Pharaoh, and they ate the gift that Pharaoh gave to them. Because of this they did not sell their land. 23 Joseph said to all the Egyptians, “Look, I have acquired you and your land today for Pharaoh. Take for yourselves seed and sow the earth. 24 And there will be produce from it. You will give the fifth part to Pharaoh, but the four parts will be for you yourselves, as seed for the earth and as food for you and all your households.” 25 And they said, “You have saved us! We have found favor before our lord, and we will be servants of Pharaoh.” 26 And Joseph established for them as an ordinance to this day, over the land of Egypt, the giving of a fifth part to Pharaoh, except for the land of the priests alone; Pharaoh did not own it. 27 Israel settled in the land of Egypt upon the land of Goshen, and they inherited upon it and multiplied greatly. 

28 Jacob survived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. The days of Jacob’s years of his life were one hundred and forty-seven years. 29 The days drew near for Israel to die, so he called his son, Joseph, and said to him, “If I have found favor before you, place your hand under my thigh, and you shall show me mercy and truth to not bury me in Egypt. 30 But I will sleep with my fathers, and you shall take me out of Egypt and bury me in their tomb.” He said, “I will act in accordance with your word.” 31 He said, “Swear to me.” And he swore to him. And Israel bowed upon the top of his staff. 




Jacob Blesses Joseph’s Sons

48 And this happened: after these words, it was announced to Joseph, “Your father is unwell.” And taking his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, he went to Jacob. 2 It was announced to Jacob, saying, “Look, your son Joseph is coming to you.” And Israel gathered strength and sat upon the bed. 3 And Jacob said to Joseph, “My God appeared to me in Luz in the land of Canaan, and he blessed me. 4 And he said to me, ‘Look, I will increase and I will multiply you, and I will make you into collections of nations, and I will give this land to you and your seed after you as a perpetual possession.’ 5 Now, then, your two sons, who were born to you in Egypt before I came to Egypt to you, are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh, like Reuben and Simeon, will be mine. 6 The offspring, whichever you fathered after these things, they will claima the name of their brothers; they will be called upon their portions. 7 As for me, when I came from Mesopotamia of Syria,b Rachel your mother died in the land of Canaan, when I was approaching along the hippodrome of Chabratha of the land to come to Ophrah, and I buried her on the road of the hippodrome (this is Bethlehem).” 8 Israel, upon seeing the sons of Joseph, said, “Who are these to you?” 9 Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons, whom God gave me here.” And Jacob said, “Bring them to me, so I may bless them.” 10 The eyes of Israel were dim-sighted from old age, and he was not able to see, and he brought them near to him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11 And Israel said to Joseph, “Look, I was not deprived of your face, and look, God even showed me your offspring.” 12 And Joseph brought them from his knees, and they bowed to him on their face to the earth. 13 Now Joseph, taking his two sons, both Ephraim at his right hand, but on the left of Israel, and Manasseh on left hand, but on the right of Israel, he brought them near to him. 14 Israel, stretching out his right hand, laid it upon the head of Ephraim (he was the younger) and his left hand on the head of Manasseh, his hands crosswise. 15 And he blessed them and said, “God, whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac were pleasing before him, the Lord who nourishes me from youth to this day, 16 the angel who rescues me from all evils, may he bless these children, and in them my name and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac will be invoked, and may they be multiplied into a great multitude upon the earth.” 17 Joseph, seeing that his father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it seemed grievous to him, and Joseph took hold of his father’s hand to remove it from the head of Ephraim to the head of Manasseh. 18 Joseph said to his father, “It is not so, father, for this one is the firstborn. Put your right hand upon his head.” 19 And he would not, but said, “I know, child, I know. And this one will become a people, and this one will be exalted, but his younger brother will be greater than him, and his offspring will become a multitude of nations.” 20 And he blessed them on that day, saying, “By you, Israel will be blessed, as people are saying, ‘May God make you like Ephraim and like Manasseh.’ And he placed Ephraim before Manasseh. 21 Israel said to Joseph, “Look, I am dying, and God will be with you and will bring you back into the land of your fathers. 22 I am giving you Shechem as a special honor beyond your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amorites with my sword and bow.” 




Jacob Blesses His Sons

49 Jacob summoned his sons and said to them, “Gather together, in order that I may declare to you what will befall you at the last of days. 

2 Be gathered together and listen to me, sons of Jacob. 

Listen to Israel; hear your father. 

3 Reuben, you are my firstborn, my strength and the beginning of my children, 

hard to be endured and very stubborn. 

4 You became insolent like water; do not boil over. 

For you went up upon the marriage-bed of your father, 

then you defiled the bed where you went up. 

5 Simeon and Levi are brothers. 

They accomplished injustice from their choice. 

6 May my soul not come into their counsel, 

and may my livera not become fixed upon their association, 

because in their wrath they killed people, 

and in their yearning for it they hamstrung a bull. 

7 Accursed is their wrath, because it is stubborn, 

and their revengeful temper, because it has been hardened. 

I will divide them in Jacob, 

and I will scatter them in Israel. 

8 Judah, may your brothers praise you; 

may your hands be upon the back of your enemies. 

The sons of your father will revere you. 

9 A cub of a lion, Judah; 

from a shoot, my son, you went up. 

After lying back, you slept like a lion and like a cub. 

Who will stir him up? 

10 A ruler will not cease from Judah, 

and one who leads from his thighs, 

until the things laid away for him come, 

and he is the expectation of nations. 

11 Binding his foal to a vine 

and the foal of his donkey to the branch, 

he will wash his garment in wine 

and his cloak in the blood of grapes. 

12 His eyes gladdened more than wine, 

and his teeth bright as milk. 

13 Zebulun will settle by the sea, 

and he himself beside a harbor of ships, 

and he will extend as far as Sidon. 

14 Issachar desired the good, 

resting between the portions. 

15 And seeing the resting place, that it is beautiful, 

and the land, that it is rich, 

he subjected his shoulder to working hard 

and became a farmer. 

16 Dan will judge his own people 

as also one tribe in Israel. 

17 And let Dan become a snake upon the road, 

lying in wait upon the path, 

biting the heel of a horse, 

and the horseman will fall onto what is behind, 

18 waiting for the deliverance of the Lord. 

19 As for Gad, a gang of raiders will raid him, 

but he himself will raid on their heels. 

20 As for Asher, his bread is rich, 

and he himself will give delight to rulers. 

21 Naphtali is a stem untrained, 

bestowing beauty in the offspring. 

22 Joseph is a grown son, 

my enviable grown son, 

my youngest son, 

return to me. 

23 They would scoff at one who was developing sinister plans, 

and lords of arrows were vehemently against him. 

24 And their bows were crushed with intensity, 

and the sinews of their hand of strength were unloosed 

because of the hand of a mighty one of Jacob; 

from there he was the one who prevailed over Israel 

from the God of your father, 

25 And my God helped you, 

and he blessed you with a blessing of the heavens above 

and with a blessing of land, having everything, 

because of a blessing of breasts, even mothers, 

26 a blessing of your father and your mother. 

It prevailed over blessings of stable boundaries 

and over blessings of everlasting hills. 

They will be upon the head of Joseph 

and upon the head-top of whose brothers he led. 

27 Benjamin is a rapacious wolf: 

in the morning he will be eating still, 

and in the evening, he gives food.” 

Jacob’s Death

28 All these sons of Jacob are twelve, and their father spoke these things to them, and the father blessed them; he blessed them each one according to his blessing. 29 And he said to them, “I am being joined to my people. Bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30 in the double cave that is opposite Mamre in the land of Canaan—the cave Abraham acquired from Ephron the Hittite, in a memorial property. 31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; there they buried Leah, 32 in the acquisition from the sons of Heth of the field and the cave that is in it.” 

33 And Jacob stopped ordering his sons and, lifting his feet upon the bed, he died and was added to his people. 




Jacob’s Burial

50 And Joseph, falling upon the face of his father, wept over him and kissed him. 2 And Joseph commanded his servants, the embalmers, to prepare his father for burial, and the embalmers prepared Israel for burial. 3 And he fulfilled for them forty days, for so the days of the burial are accomplished. And Egypt mourned for him for seventy days. 

4 When the days of mourning passed, Joseph spoke to the princes of Pharaoh, saying, “If I have found favor before you, speak about me into the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 5 ‘My father bound me by an oath, saying, “In the memorial that I dug for myself in the land of Canaan, there you will bury me.” ’ Now then, I will go up bury my father and we will depart.” 6 And Pharaoh said, “Go up, bury your father, just as he made you swear.” 7 And Joseph went up to bury his father. And all the servants of Pharaoh and the elders of his house and all the elders of the land of Egypt went up with him, 8 and the entire household of Joseph and his brothers and all his paternal house, and they left his kindred and their sheep and their cattle in the land of Goshen. 9 And chariots and horsemen went up with him, and the company was very great. 10 And they arrived at the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, and they mourned him with a very much great and strong lamentation, and he did the mourning for his father for seven days. 11 And the inhabitants of the land of Canaan saw the mourning on the threshing floor of Atad and said, “This is a great mourning for the Egyptians.” Because of this, its name was called “Mourning of Egypt,” which is beyond the Jordan. 12 And his sons did for him thus, and they buried him there. 13 And his sons took him up into the land of Canaan and buried him in the double cave, the cave Abraham acquired from Ephron the Hittite in the acquisition of a memorial opposite Mamre. 

Joseph Reassures His Brothers

14 And Joseph returned to Egypt, he and his brothers and all those who went up to bury his father. 15 The brothers of Joseph, seeing that their father had died, said, “What if Joseph bears a grudge against us and repays usa all the evils that we showed him?” 16 So they drew near to Joseph, saying, “Your father made an oath before he died, saying, 17 ‘Say this to Joseph: “Forgive them the injustice and their sin, because they showed evil things against you, and now accept the injustice of those attending to the God of your father.” ’ ” And Joseph wept while they spoke to him. 18 And they came to him and said, “Here we are, servants.” 19 And Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for I am God’s. 20 You plotted against me for evil, but God plotted regarding me for good, so that it might be as it is today in order that many people might be fed.” 21 But he said to them, “Do not be afraid; I will sustain you and your households.” And he encouraged them and spoke to their heart. 

Joseph’s Death

22 And Joseph settled in Egypt, he and his brothers and all the household of his father. And Joseph lived one hundred and ten years. 23 And Joseph saw the children of Ephraim up to the third generation, and the sons of Machir the son of Manasseh were borne upon the thighs of Joseph. 24 And Joseph spoke to his brothers, saying, “I am dying, but God will visit you with a visitation and will lead you up from this land into the land that God swore to our fathers, to Abraham and to Isaac and to Jacob.” 25 And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “At the visitation which God will visit you, then you will carry my bones up there with you.” 26 And Joseph died at one hundred and ten years, and they buried him and placed him in the coffin in Egypt. 





EXODUS




Israel’s Growth in Egypt

1 These are the names of the sons of Israel who entered Egypt together with Jacob, their father; each one entered with their whole household: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 5 Joseph was already in Egypt. And all the souls from Jacob were seventy-five. 

6 Now Joseph and all his brothers and that whole generation died. 7 But the sons of Israel increased and multiplied and became numerous and grew very strong, and the land was filled with them. 

Israel Oppressed

8 Then a different king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 He said to his nation, “Look, the offspring of the sons of Israel are a great multitude, and they are mightier than we. 10 Come, therefore, let us deal shrewdly with them, in casea they multiply greatly, and at that time war may happen to us, these people also will reinforce our enemies, and waging war against us, they will go forth out of the land.” 11 And he placed supervisors of the works over them that they might afflict them in their labors, and they constructed fortified cities for Pharaoh: Pithom, Rameses, and On, which is Heliopolis.b 12 But, just when they humbled them, they became so much more numerous, and they became very exceedinglyc strong. And the Egyptians were in dread of the sons of Israel. 13 And the Egyptians oppressed the sons of Israel with force. 14 And they afflicted their lives by harsh labor in mixing clay and in making bricks and in all their work in the fields, throughout all the projects that they oppressed them with by force. 

15 And the king of the Egyptians said to the midwives of the Hebrews (the name of one of them was Shiphrah, and the name of the second was Puah), 16 and he said, “Whenever you bring the Hebrew women to birth and they are about to give birth, if it is a male baby, kill him, but if a female baby, keep her alive.” 17 But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt charged them, and they kept the male babies alive. 18 The king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why did you do this thing and keep the male babies alive?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “The Hebrew women are not like the women of Egypt, for they give birth before the midwives get to them; indeed, they have already given birth.” 20 And God did good to the midwives, and the people multiplied and became very strong. 21 Since the midwives feared God, they made houses for themselves. 

22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, “Every male baby that may be born to the Hebrews, throw it into the river, and every female baby, keep it alive.” 




The Birth of Moses

2 And there was a certain man from the tribe of Levi who took one of the daughters of Levi. 2 And she became pregnantd and gave birth to a male baby. And when they saw he was special, they hid him three months. 3 When she was not able to hide him any longer, his mother took a basket for him and smeared it with asphalt and pitch and placed the child into it and placed it on the marshy ground next to the river. 4 His sister watched carefully from a distance to find out what would happen to him. 5 And then the daughter of Pharaoh went down to bathe herself in the river. Her companions walked along beside the river. Upon seeing the basket on the marshy ground and sending her devoted companion to get it, she picked it up. 6 When she opened it, she saw a young child crying in the basket. And the daughter of Pharaoh had pity on him and declared, “This is from the children of the Hebrews.” 7 His sister said to the daughter of Pharaoh, “Do you want me to call a woman for you to serve as a wet nurse from among the Hebrews, and she will nurse the young child for you?” 8 The daughter of Pharaoh said, “Go!” And going, the young woman summoned the mother of the young child. 9 The daughter of Pharaoh said to her, “Watch closely over this child for me, and nurse it for me. And I myself will give you your wages.” And the woman took the young child and nursed it. 10 After the young child had grown up, she brought him to the daughter of Pharaoh, and he became a son to her. And she named his name Moses, saying, “Out of the water I took him.” 

Moses Escapes to Midian

11 And it came about during those many days, Moses, having become grown, went out to his brothers, the sons of Israel. And when he observed their labors, he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own brothers from the sons of Israel. 12 And when he had looked around here and there, he did not see anyone, and after striking the Egyptian, he hid him in the sand. 13 When he went out on the next day, he saw two Hebrew men fighting, And he said to the one acting unjustly, “Why are you smiting your neighbor?” 14 But the one said, “Who set you up as a ruler and judge over us? Do you want to kill me like you killed the Egyptian yesterday?” And Moses became afraid and said, “If it is so, this word has been exposed.” 15 Pharaoh heard this word and started seeking to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and lived in the land of Midian. After arriving in the land of Midian, he rested at the well. 16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters, shepherding the sheep of their father, Jethro. They would come and draw water until they filled the water troughs to water the sheep of their father, Jethro. 17 But the shepherds, coming by, drive them out. But Moses rose up and rescued them and drew water for them and watered their sheep. 18 And they came to Reuel, their father, and he said to them, “Why have you been so quick to get back today?” 19 And the women said, “An Egyptian man rescued us from the shepherds and drew water for us and watered our sheep.” 20 And he spoke to his daughters, “Where indeed is he? Why have you forsaken the man? Summon him then in order that he may eat a meal.” 21 And Moses settled down beside the man, and he gave up Zipporah, his daughter, to Moses as a wife. 22 And the woman, having become pregnant,a gave birth to a son, and Moses named his name Gershom, saying, “I am a stranger in a foreign land.” 

23 After those many days, the king of Egypt died, and the sons of Israel groaned because of the labor and cried out, and their cry went up to God because of the labor. 24 God listened to their sighing, and God recalled his covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. 25 And God looked upon the sons of Israel and made himself known to them. 




Moses and the Burning Bush

3 Now Moses was tending the sheep of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock into the wilderness area and came into the mountainous area of Horeb. 2 And an angel of the Lord appeared to him in flaming fire out of the bush, and he saw that the bush was aflame with fire, but the bush was not being consumed. 3 And Moses said, “When I pass close by, I will observe this great spectacle, that the bush does not burn up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he was approaching to observe, the Lord called him from out of the bush, saying, “Moses, Moses.” And he said, “What is it?” 5 And he said, “Do not approach here! Untie your sandals from your feet because the place on which you are standing is holy ground!” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” And Moses turned his face away, for he was afraid to look at the face of God. 7 The Lord said to Moses, “Having observed, I know the suffering distress of my people that is in Egypt, and I have heard their outcry because of their taskmasters. For I know their grief. 8 And I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them out from that land and lead them into a good and spacious land, into a land flowing with milk and honey, into the place of the Canaanites and Hittites and Amorites and Perizzites and Gergesites and Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now, look, the outcry of the sons of Israel has reached me, and I have seen the affliction that the Egyptians are pressing upon them. 10 And now, go! I send you to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and you will bring out my people, the sons of Israel, from the land of Egypt.” 

11 And Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and that I should bring out the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt?” 12 And God spoke to Moses, saying, “I will be with you, and this is for you the sign that I will send you out: When you bring out my people from Egypt, and you will also worship God at this mountain.” 13 And Moses said to God, “Look, I will go forth to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, ‘The God of our fathers has sent me to you.’ They will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ What will I say to them?” 14 And God said to Moses, saying “I am the One who exists.” And he said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The One who exists has sent me to you.’ ” 15 And God said again to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever and a memorial from generations to generations.’ 16 Therefore, when you go forth, gather the council of elders of the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers appeared to me, the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, saying, “With observation I have observed you and the things that have befallen you in Egypt.” ’ ” 17 And he said, “I will bring you up out of the affliction of the Egyptians into the land of the Canaanites and Hittites and Amorites and Perizzites and Girgashites and Hivites and Jebusites, into a land flowing with milk and honey. 18 They will listen to your report, and you yourself and the council of elders of Israel will go in to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and you will say to him, ‘The God of the Hebrews has summoned us. Therefore we will go a distance of three days into the wilderness so that we may offer sacrifices to our God.’ 19 I know that Pharaoh, king of Egypt, will not permit you to proceed with this excepta with a strong hand. 20 When I stretch out my hand, I will strike the Egyptians with all my wonders that I will perform among them, and after these things he will send you forth. 21 And I will grant favor to this people before the Egyptians. And whenever you depart, you will not escape empty handed. 22 A woman will ask her neighbor and fellow sojourner for vessels of silver and gold and clothing, and you will place them upon your sons and upon your daughters and plunder the Egyptians.” 




Moses Given Signs for Pharaoh

4 And Moses answered and said, “If they will not believe me or obey my voice, for they will say, ‘God has not appeared to you,’ what will I say to them?” 2 The Lord said to him, “What is this that is in your hand?” And he said, “A staff.” 3 And he said, “Hurl it upon the earth!” And he hurled it upon the earth, and it became a serpent, and Moses fled from it. 4 The Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand and seize the tail!” So stretching out his hand, he seized its tail, and it became a staff in his hand. 5 “Do this so that they may believe you, that the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, appeared to you.” 6 And the Lord said to him again, “Put your hand into your bosom!” And he put his hand into his bosom, and he took his hand out of his bosom, and his hand had become like snow. 7 And he said again, “Put your hand into your bosom.” And he put his hand into his bosom, and he took it out from his bosom, and again it was restored to the skin of its flesh. 8 “And if perchance they do not believe you and do not listen to the sound of the first sign, they will believe for you the sound of the last sign. 9 And it will be if perhaps they do not believe you through these two signs, and not listen to your report, you will take some of the water of the river, and you will pour it out on the dry ground, and the water that you took from the river will become blood on the dry ground.” 

10 But Moses said to the Lord, “I beg you, O Lord, I am not adequate before yesterday nor before the previous day nor from the time when you began to speak to your servant. I am weak-voiced and slow of tongue.” 11 And the Lord said to Moses, “Who gave a mouth to humankind, and who makes a mute person and a deaf person, a seeing person and a blind person? Is it not I, God? 12 And now go, and I myself will open your mouth, and I will instruct you in what you are about to say.” 13 Moses said, “I beg you, O Lord, choose another capable person whom you will send.” 14 The Lord, wrathful with anger against Moses, said, “Look, is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he, speaking, will speak for you. And look, he is coming out to meet with you. And when he sees you, he will rejoice in himself. 15 And you will speak to him, and you will place my words into his mouth, and I myself will open your mouth and his mouth, and I will open your mouth and his mouth, and I will instruct you about the things you will do. 16 And he himself will speak to the people for you, and he himself will be your mouth. You yourself will be the things concerning God to him. 17 You will take this staff, which changed into a serpent, in your hand, with which you will perform these signs with it.” 

Moses Returns to Egypt

18 So Moses went and returned to Jethro, his father-in-law, and said, “I will go and return to my brothers who are in Egypt, and I will see whether they are still alive.” And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace and health.” Now after those many days, the king of Egypt died. 19 And the Lord said to Moses in Midian, “Go, depart into Egypt! For all the men who were seeking your life have died.” 20 And Moses, having taken up his wife and his children, put them upon his beasts of burden and returned to Egypt. And Moses took the staff, the one from God, in his hand. 21 The Lord said to Moses, “As you go and return to Egypt, see all of these wonders that I have placed into your hands; you will perform them in front of Pharaoh. And I myself will harden his heart, and he will certainly not send away my people. 22 But you yourself will say to Pharaoh, ‘The Lord says this: “My firstborn son is Israel.” 23 I have said to you, “Release my people so that they may worship me! If, however, you are not willing to release them, then see, I am slaying your firstborn son.” ’ ” 

24 It happened during the journey, an angel of the Lord met him at the lodging-place and was seeking to slay him. 25 And then Shiphrah, taking a flint stone, cut around the foreskin of her son and fell at his feet and said, “The blood of the circumcision of my child is accomplished.”a 

27 And then the Lord said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to a meeting with Moses.” And he went and met him at the mountain of God, and they kissed each other. 28 Moses announced to Aaron all the words of the Lord that he sent and all the words that he had commanded him. 29 And Moses and Aaron went, and they gathered together the council of elders of the sons of Israel. 30 Aaron spoke all these words that God had spoken to Moses, and he performed the signs in the presence of the people. 31 And the people believed and rejoiced that God had visited the sons of Israel and that he had seen their afflictions. And, bowing down, the people worshiped. 




Making Bricks without Straw

5 After these things Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and said to him, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Release my people in order that they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness.’ ” 2 Pharaoh said, “Who is he that I should listen to his voice to send out the sons of Israel? I do not know the Lord, and I will not send forth Israel.” 3 And they said to him, “The God of the Hebrews has summoned us. We will go, therefore, on a journey of three days into the wilderness in order that we may offer sacrifices to our God, lest death or slaughter befall us.” 4 And the king of Egypt said to them, “For what purpose, Moses and Aaron, are you diverting my people from their work? Each of you, get back to his work.” 5 Pharaoh said, “Look, now the people are multiplying; therefore, let us not stop them from their labor.” 6 And Pharaoh charged the taskmasters of the people and the officers, saying, 7 “Do not proceed to further give straw to the people for brickmaking, as in the past and previously.b They themselves should go and gather straw for themselves. 8 You shall continue to place upon them the quota of brickmaking that they are producing each day. You shall not take any away, for they have spare time. Because of this, they are crying out, saying, ‘Let us get up and sacrifice to our God!’ 9 Let the labor of these people be heavy, and let them be concerned with these things, and don’t let them be concerned with empty words.” 10 The taskmasters and the officials were urging them, and were speaking to the people, saying, “This is what Pharaoh says: ‘No longer will I give you straw. 11 You yourselves, go and gather straw for yourselves from anywhere you can find it, for nothing will be taken away from your allotted portion.’ ” 12 And the people scattered into the whole land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 13 And the taskmasters were pressing them, saying, “Complete your work assigned for each day accordingly, just as when the straw was given to you.” 14 And the officials of the offspring of the sons of Israel who had been set over them were flogged by the overseers of Pharaoh, saying, “Why are you not completing your allotment of brickmaking for today, just as in the past and previously?”a 15 And when the officials of the sons of Israel entered in, they cried out in the presence of Pharaoh, saying, “Why are you acting in this way to your servants? 16 Straw has not been given to your servants, and they tell us to make bricks, and look, your servants are being flogged! Therefore you are acting unjustly with respect to your people!” 17 He said to them, “You are loafing; you are loafers, and because of this you say, ‘Let us go that we may offer sacrifices to our God.’ ” 18 Now, therefore, go and do your work! For the straw will not be given to you, and you will deliver the quota of brickmaking!” 19 And the officials of the sons of Israel saw themselves in difficult straits, saying, “You will not fail to accomplish the allotted brickmaking for the day.” 20 They met Moses and Aaron, coming to meet them as they came out from Pharaoh. 21 And they said to them, “May God see you and judge you because you have made our odor loathsome in the presence of Pharaoh and in the presence of his attendants, so as to place a sword into his hands to slay us!” 

22 Moses turned to the Lord and said, “I pray, O Lord! Why have you afflicted this people, and for what purpose have you sent me? 23 And from the time when I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has afflicted this people, and you have not delivered your people!” 




Deliverance of Israel Promised

6 And the Lord said to Moses, “Now you will see the things I will perform against Pharaoh, for he will send them forth by a strong hand, and with an arm raised high he will cast them forth out of his land.” 

2 And God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the Lord. 3 I also appeared to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, being their God, and I did not make my name, the Lord, known to them. 4 I established my covenant with them for the purpose of giving the land of the Canaanites to them, the land where they sojourned, in which they also dwelt on it. 5 And I myself listened to the groaning of the sons of Israel, which the Egyptians enslave them, and I remembered your covenant. 6 Go, speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you forth from the power of the Egyptians, and I will rescue you out of slavery, and I will redeem you by an upraised arm and by great judgment. 7 And I will take you to myself as my people, and I will be your God, and you will know that I am the Lord, your God, who is leading you out from the oppression of the Egyptians. 8 I will lead you out into the land, concerning which I stretched out my hand to give it to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and I will give it to you as an inheritance. I am the Lord.’ ” 9 And Moses spoke in this way to the sons of Israel, and they did not listen to Moses because of their discouragement and because of their heavy labor. 

10 The Lord said to Moses, saying, 11 “Go in, speak to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, so that he will send the sons of Israel out of his land.” 12 And Moses spoke in the presence of the Lord, saying, “Look, the sons of Israel have not listened to me, and how will Pharaoh listen to me? And here I am unreasoning!” 13 The Lord responded to Moses and Aaron and charged them with respect to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, for the purpose of sending out the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt. 

Genealogy of Moses and Aaron

14 Now these are the leaders of their ancestral households. The sons of Reuben, firstborn of Israel: Enoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi. This is the lineage of Reuben. 15 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel and Jamin and Ehud and Jachin and Zohar and Shaul, the son of the Phoenician woman. These are the families of the sons of Simeon. 16 These are the names of the sons of Levi according to their lineage: Gershon and Kohath and Merari; and the years of the life of Levi were a hundred and thirty-seven. 17 These are the sons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei according to the households of their fathers. 18 The sons of Kohath were: Amram and Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. The years of the life of Kohath were a hundred and thirty years. 19 The sons of Merari were: Mahli and Mushi. These are the ancestral households of Levites according to their lineage. 20 Amram took Jochebed, daughter of the brother of his father, to himself as a wife. And she bore him both Aaron and Moses and Miriam, their sister. And the years of the life of Amram were a hundred and thirty-two years. 21 The sons of Izhar were: Korah and Nepheg and Zichri. 22 The sons of Uzziel were: Elizaphan and Sithri. 23 And Aaron took Elisheba daughter of Amminadab, sister of Nahshon, to himself as a wife. She bore him Nadab and Abihu and Eleazar and Ithamar. 24 The sons of Korah: Assir and Elkanah and Ebiasaph. These are the generations of Korahites. 25 Eleazar the son of Aaron took one of the daughters of Putiel to himself as a wife. She bore him Phinehas. These are the heads of the families of the Levites according to their generations. 26 This Aaron and Moses, whom God told them to bring the sons of Israel out from the land of Egypt with their power, 27 these are the ones who spoke to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and brought out the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt—Aaron himself and Moses. 

28 On the day in which the Lord spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “I am the Lord; you speak to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and I myself speak to you.” 30 Then Moses said before the Lord, “Look, I myself am unskilled in voice, and how will Pharaoh listen to me?” 




Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh

7 The Lord responded to Moses, saying, “Look, I have made you like a god to Pharaoh, and Aaron, your brother, will be your prophet. 2 And you yourself will tell him all the things I have commanded you. And Aaron, your brother, will talk to Pharaoh, so that he sends the sons of Israel out of his land. 3 I myself will harden the heart of Pharaoh and multiply my signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt. 4 But Pharaoh will not listen to you. And I will lay my hand upon Egypt, and I will lead my people, the sons of Israel, out of the land of Egypt with my power, with great vengeance. 5 And all the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord stretching out my hand over Egypt, and I will lead the sons of Israel out from their midst.” 6 And Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord had commanded them, so they did. 7 Now Moses was eighty years old, and Aaron, his brother, eighty-three years old when he spoke to Pharaoh. 

Aaron’s Rod

8 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, saying, 9 “Now when Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, ‘Give to us a sign or wonder,’ you will say to Aaron, your brother, ‘Take the staff and hurl it upon the earth in front of Pharaoh and in front of his attendants,’ and it will become a dragon.” 10 And Moses and Aaron entered into the presence of Pharaoh and his attendants, and they did so, just as the Lord had commanded them; and Aaron hurled the staff in the presence of Pharaoh and in the presence of his attendants, and it became a dragon. 11 And Pharaoh called together the wise men of Egypt and the sorcerers. And the magicians of the Egyptians also did the same by their spells. 12 Each one threw down their staff, and they became dragons; but Aaron’s staff swallowed their staffs down. 13 But the heart of Pharaoh grew strong, and he did not listen to them, just as the Lord commanded them. 

The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood

14 And the Lord said to Moses, “The heart of Pharaoh is hardened not to send the people out. 15 Go to Pharaoh early in the day. Look, he goes out to the water, and you shall be meeting him on the shore of the river; and take the staff that changed into a serpent in your hand. 16 You shall tell him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to you, saying, “Send my people out so they may worship me in the wilderness!” But look, you have not listened up to now.a 17 This is what the Lord says: “By this you will know that I am the Lord: Look, I will hit the water in the river with the staff that is in my hand, and it will change into blood. 18 And the fish in the river will die, and the river will stink, and the Egyptians will not be able to drink water from the river.” ’ ” 19 And the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, your brother, ‘Take your staff in your hand and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt and over their rivers and over their irrigation channels and over their ponds and over all their pools of water, and they will become blood. And it will become blood in the whole land of Egypt, in both wooden and stone vessels.’ ” 20 And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the Lord had commanded them. And when he lifted up his staff, he struck the water in the river in the presence of Pharaoh and in the presence of his attendants and changed all the water in the river into blood. 21 The fish in the river died, and the river stank. And the Egyptians were unable to drink water from the river. The blood was in the whole land of Egypt. 22 And then the magicians of the Egyptians also did likewise by their spells, and the heart of Pharaoh hardened. So, he did not listen to them, just as the Lord said. 23 And Pharaoh turned around and entered into his house, and he did not set his mind on even this. 24 And all the Egyptians dug around the river to drink water from the river, and they were unable to drink water from the river. 25 And seven days passed after the Lord struck the river. 




The Second Plague: Frogs

8 bAnd the Lord said to Moses, “Enter to Pharaoh and tell him, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Release my people so they may worship me! 2 But if you are not willing to send them out, look, I will smite all your borders with frogs! 3 The river will swarm with frogs, and, coming up, they will enter into your houses and into your bedchambers and on your couches and on the houses of your attendants and your people, and even into your dough and into your mixing bowls. 4 And the frogs will climb on you and on your attendants and on your people.” ’ ” 5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, your brother, ‘Stretch your staff in your hand out over the rivers and over the irrigation channels and over the ponds and bring up the frogs.’ ” 6 Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt and brought up the frogs. And the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. 7 But the magicians of the Egyptians also did the same by their spells and also brought up the frogs onto the land of Egypt. 8 And Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Pray to the Lord for me, and have him remove the frogs from me and from my people. And I will release them so that they may sacrifice to the Lord.” 9 And Moses said to Pharaoh, “Appoint a time for me when I may pray for you and your attendants and your people to remove the frogs from you and your people and your houses, so that they remain only in the river.” 10 And he said, “Tomorrow!” He said, “Therefore, it will be as you have said, so that you may know that there is no other besides the Lord. 11 And the frogs will be taken from you and your houses and your villages and your attendants and your people, so that they will remain only in the river.” 12 Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and Moses cried out to the Lord regarding the agreement about the frogs, as Pharaoh had charged. 13 And the Lord did just as Moses said, and the frogs died out of the houses and also out of the villages and the fields. 14 And they gathered them heap by heap, and the land smelled foul. 15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, his heart became heavy, and he did not listen to them, just as the Lord had said. 

The Third Plague: Gnats

16 The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff in your hand and strike the dust of the land, and there will be gnats on both humans and on four-footed animals and on the entire land of Egypt.’ ” 17 Therefore Aaron stretched out in his hand the staff, and he struck the dust of the land. And the gnats were on the people and on the four-footed animals, and the gnats were in all the dust of the land. 18 But the magicians also made to bring out the gnats likewise by their use of drugs, potions, and spells, and yet they were unable. And the gnats were on the people and on the four-footed animals. 19 So the magicians said to the Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not listen to them, just as the Lord had said. 

The Fourth Plague: Flies

20 And the Lord said to Moses, “Get up early in the day and stand before Pharaoh. Look, he himself goes out to the water, and you shall tell him, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Release my people so that they may worship me in the wilderness! 21 But if you are unwilling to send my people out, look, I will send dog-flies upon you and your attendants and your people and your houses, and the houses of the Egyptians will be full of the dog-flies, and in the land upon which they are on it. 22 I will distinguish the land of Goshen in that day, upon where my people are upon it, upon which the dog-flies will not be there, so that you may know that I am the Lord, the lord of all the earth. 23 I will establish a distinction between my people and your people. And in the morning this will be upon the land.” ’ ” 24 And the Lord did so, and the multitude of dog-flies appeared into the houses of Pharaoh and the houses of his attendants and all the land of Egypt. And the land was utterly destroyed by the dog-flies. 25 And Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron, saying, “Go! Offer sacrifice to your God in the land.” 26 Moses said, “It is impossible to perform this word like that, because we will be sacrificing to the Lord our God things that are an abomination to the Egyptians, and if we sacrifice things that are offensive to the Egyptians right in front of them, we will be stoned. 27 We will go into the wilderness a three-day journey, and then we will sacrifice to our God, just as the Lord told us.” 28 Pharaoh said, “I myself will send you out, and you will sacrifice to your God in the wilderness. But you shall not extend to go far. So pray to the Lord on my behalf.” 29 And Moses said, “Look, I myself will go out from you, and I will pray to God, and then the dog-flies will go away from you and your attendants and your people tomorrow. Do not proceed further, O Pharaoh, to deceive by not sending the people out to sacrifice to the Lord.” 30 And Moses went out from Pharaoh and prayed to God. 31 The Lord did just as Moses asked and took away the dog-flies from Pharaoh and his attendants and his people, and there were none left. 32 And Pharaoh made his heart heavy this time also and was unwilling to send the people out. 




The Fifth Plague: Egyptian Livestock Destroyed

9 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says: “Release my people so that they may worship me. 2 If indeed, then, you are not willing to send my people out, but you still hold on to them, 3 look, the hand of the Lord will be on your livestock, which are in the fields, on the horses and on the beasts of burden and the camels and oxen and the flocks, a very great death. 4 And I myself will at that time distinguish between the livestock of the Egyptians and the livestock of the sons of Israel! Nothing of all the animals of the sons of Israel will die!” ’ ” 5 And God gave a time limit, saying, “Tomorrow the Lord will perform this thing on the land.” 6 And the Lord did this thing the next day, and all the livestock of the Egyptians died. But of the livestock of the sons of Israel not one thing died! 7 But when Pharaoh saw that not one thing of all the livestock of the sons of Israel died, the heart of Pharaoh became heavy, and he did not send the people out. 

The Sixth Plague: Festering Sores

8 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “As for you, take handfuls of furnace soot and Moses should scatter it toward the heavens in the presence of Pharaoh and in the presence of his attendants. 9 Let it become fine dust over all the land of Egypt, and festering sores will be on the humans and on the four-footed animals, blisters breaking out on the humans and on the four-footed animals and the entire land of Egypt.” 10 And he took the furnace soot into the presence of Pharaoh, and Moses scattered it toward the heavens, and it became festering sores, blisters, breaking out on the humans and on the four-footed animals. 11 The magicians were unable to stand before Moses because of the festering sores, for the festering sores were on the magicians and throughout the entire land of Egypt. 12 But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to them, just as the Lord had charged. 

The Seventh Plague: Hail

13 And the Lord spoke to Moses, “Get up early in the day, and stand in front of Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says: “Send out my people so that they may worship me. 14 For at the present, I myself will send all of my plagues out into your heart and into the heart of your attendants and of your people, in order that you may know that there is no other like me in all the earth. 15 Indeed, now, after sending my hand out, I will strike you, and I will slay your people, and you will be destroyed from the earth. 16 And for this purpose you have been preserved, in order that I may display my power in you and in order that my name might be proclaimed throughout all the earth. 17 Yet you still claim my people, not sending them out. 18 Look, at this time tomorrow I will rain very much hail down, such as has not happened in Egypt from the day it was founded until this day. 19 Now, therefore, hurry to gather together your livestock and the things that are yours in the field! For all the humans and the livestock that you have in the field and does not go into a shelter and the hail falls upon it, will die!” ’ ” 20 He who feared the word of the Lord from among the attendants of Pharaoh gathered his livestock into the houses. 21 But he who did not pay mind to the word of the Lord left his livestock in the fields. 

22 And the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand to the heavens, and a hailstorm will come upon the whole land of Egypt, upon the humans, the livestock, and upon all the herbage that is upon the land.” 23 And then Moses stretched out his hand toward the heavens, and the Lord gave thunder and hail, and fire flashed to the ground, and the Lord rained hail upon all the land of Egypt. 24 Now there was hail, and fire burning in the hail, and the hail was very severe, such as had never happened in Egypt since the days the nation came to live in the land.a 25 The hail struck throughout all the land of Egypt, from human to animal. And the hail struck all the herbage in the field, and the hail shattered all the trees in the fields. 26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the sons of Israel were, was there no hail. 27 And Pharaoh sent out and summoned Moses and Aaron and said to them, “I have done wrong this time. The Lord is righteous, but I and my people are acting irreverently. 28 Pray, therefore, to the Lord on my behalf, and let it cease happening, the divine thunder and hail and fire, and I will send you away, and you will no longer continue to remain here.” 29 Moses said to him, “When I leave the city, I will spread out my hands, and the thunderings will cease, and the hail and the rain will be no more, so that you may know that the earth is the Lord’s. 30 And as for you and your attendants, I know that you do not yet fear God.” 31 Now the flax and the barley were smitten, for the barley was ripening and the flax was seeding. 32 But the wheat and the spelt were not smitten, for they are crops that ripen late in the season. 33 And Moses went from Pharaoh outside the city and stretched out his hands to the Lord, and the thunderings ceased, and the hail and the rain no longer fell upon the land. 34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunderings ceased, he continued to sin, and he made his heart heavy and the hearts of his servants. 35 And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not send out the sons of Israel, just as the Lord had said to Moses. 




The Eighth Plague: A Swarm of Locusts

10 And the Lord said to Moses, saying, “Go in to Pharaoh, for I myself have hardened his heart and the hearts of his attendants so that these signs have come upon them, one after another, 2 so that you may pass on into the ears of your children and to the children of your children how much I mocked the Egyptians, and my signs that I performed among them, and you will know that I am the Lord.” 3 And Moses and Aaron entered into the presence of Pharaoh and said to him, “This is what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says: ‘How longa are you unwilling to turn to me? Send my people out in order that they may worship me! 4 But if you are not willing to send my people out, look, at this time tomorrow I myself will bring a great swarm of locusts upon all your borders. 5 And it will cover the face of the land, and you will not be able to look down at the land. And it will devour all the abundance of the land that was left, which the hail left for you, and it will devour every tree that grows up for you upon the land. 6 And your houses and the houses of your attendants and all the houses in the entire land of the Egyptians will be filled with such things as neither your fathers nor their grandfathers have ever seen, from the day that they have been upon the land until this day.’ ” And Moses turned around and went forth from Pharaoh. 7 And the attendants of Pharaoh said to him, “How longb will this man be a snare to us? Send out the people so that they may worship their God! Or do you want to know that Egypt is destroyed?” 8 And they returned, both Moses and Aaron, to Pharaoh, and he said to them, “Go and worship your God. But who are theyc that are going?” 9 And Moses responded, “We will go with the young men and with the old men, with our sons and daughters and flocks and oxen, for it is a pilgrim feast of the Lord.” 10 And he said to them, “Let it be so, the Lord be with you! For as I send you away, must I also send your household? Take care, for evil lies ahead for you! 11 Not so, but let the men go and worship God! For you yourselves are seeking this!” And they drove them out from the presence of Pharaoh. 

12 And the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt and let a swarm of locusts come upon the land, and it will devour all the herbage of the land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail left remaining.” 13 And Moses raised up his staff toward the heavens and brought a south wind onto the land that whole day and during the whole night. The morning came, and the south wind brought up the swarm of locusts. 14 And the wind brought it upon the whole land of Egypt, and it settled upon all the territory of Egypt, a very numerous horde. Before it there had not been such a swarm of locusts, nor would there be so many again after them. 15 It concealed the surface of the land, and the land was destroyed, and it devoured all the herbage of the land and all the fruit of the trees that were left remaining from the hail. No greenery was left on the trees at all, nor on any herbs of the field in the land of Egypt. 16 And Pharaoh hastened to call Moses and Aaron, saying, “I have acted wrongly before the Lord your God and toward you. 17 Forgive, therefore, my sin even now, and pray to the Lord your God, and let him remove this death from me.” 18 And Moses went forth from Pharaoh and prayed to God. 19 And the Lord changed it to a strong wind from the sea, and it took the swarm of locusts up and threw them into the Red Sea; and not one locust remained throughout the entire land of Egypt. 20 But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not send the sons of Israel out. 

The Ninth Plague: Darkness

21 And the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the heavens and let darkness come over the land of Egypt, a palpable darkness.” 22 Moses stretched out his hand toward the heavens, and there was darkness—a dark, dense storm—over the whole land of Egypt for three days. 23 And no one saw his brother for three days, and no one got up off of his couch for three days. But to all the sons of Israel there was light in all their dwellings where they were dwelling. 24 And Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron, saying, “Go, worship the Lord your God! Only let the sheep and the oxen remain, but let your households depart with you.” 25 And Moses said, “But you yourself will also provide us with whole burnt offerings and sacrifices, which we will present to the Lord our God. 26 And our livestock will go with us, and no hoof will remain. For we will choose some of them to worship the Lord our God. And we ourselves do not know by what means we will worship the Lord our God until we arrive there.” 27 But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he was unwilling to send them out. 28 Pharaoh said, “Depart from me! I warn youa about continuing to see my face further; on the day you appear to me, you will die.” 29 And Moses responded, “You have spoken! I will appear before you in person no further.” 




The Final Plague Announced

11 And the Lord said to Moses, “Yet one more plague I will bring onto Pharaoh and upon Egypt, and after these things he will send you out from here! And whenever he sends you out, he will cast you out by a casting out, along with everything. 2 Speak, therefore, secretly into the ears of my people, and let each one ask from his neighbor things of silver and of gold and clothing.” 3 And the Lord gave his people favor before the Egyptians, and they lent to them. And the man Moses became very great before the Egyptians and before Pharaoh and before all of his attendants. 

4 Moses said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘About the middle of the nightly watch I will go forth into the midst of Egypt. 5 And every firstborn in the land of Egypt will die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who is seated upon his throne, to the firstborn of the servant girl who is beside the millstone, even to the firstborn of all the livestock. 6 And there will be a great outcry throughout the whole land of Egypt, such as has never happened, and such as will never happen again. 7 But among all the sons of Israel, no dog will snarl with its tongue, neither at human or animal, in order that you may know the extent to which the Lord will distinguish between the Egyptians and Israel. 8 And all these servants of yours will come down to me and reverence me, saying, “Go forth, you and all your people, whom you are leading forth!” And after these things I will go forth.’ ” Then Moses went forth from Pharaoh with wrath. 

9 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not listen to you, so that multiplying, I may multiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt.” 10 And Moses and Aaron did all these signs and wonders in the land of Egypt in the presence of Pharaoh. But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to send the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt. 




The Passover

12 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “This month is the head of months to you; among the months of the year it is the first for you. 3 Speak to the whole assembly of the sons of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth day of this month, let each one take a sheep according to the ancestral households, each one take a sheep per household. 4 But if those in the household are only a few, so that they are not enough for a whole sheep, he will bring in his nearest neighbor along with himself; according to the number of persons, each one a portion enough for him, let it be reckoned with respect to the sheep. 5 There shall be an unblemished sheep, a male one year old, for you; you will take it from the lambs and the young kids. 6 And then it will be watched closely for you until the fourteenth of this month, and all the multitude of the congregation of the sons of Israel shall slay it toward evening. 7 And they will take some of the blood and place it upon the two doorposts and upon the lintel in the houses, in which they may eat them in. 8 And on this night they will eat the meat roasted by fire; they will eat it along with unleavened bread with bitter herbs. 9 You shall not eat it raw or even boiled in water, but rather roasted by fire, the head with the feet and the entrails. 10 None of it should be left behind until morning, and no bone from it should be crushed, but you shall burn the parts left over from it in the fire until morning. 11 And you shall eat it in this way: with your loins girded and your sandals on your feet and your staffs in your hands. And you shall eat it with haste. It is a Passover to the Lord. 12 And I will go in the land of Egypt on this night, and I will strike every firstborn in the land of Egypt, human and animal, and I will render judgment upon all the gods of the Egyptians! I am the Lord. 13 And the blood will be as a sign for you upon the houses in which you are dwelling. And I will observe the blood, and I will shelter you, and there will be no blow of destruction among you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 And this day shall be a memorial for you, and you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord for all your generations; you shall celebrate it as an eternal ordinance. 15 For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and from the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses; every one who eats leaven from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be utterly destroyed from Israel. 16 The first day shall be called holy, and the seventh day shall be a holy assembly to you. You shall do no common labor on these days, except whatever is done for any person, only this may be done for you. 17 Observe this commandment, for in this day I will lead your hosts out from the land of Egypt, and throughout your generations you shall treat this day as an eternal ordinance. 18 Beginning in the fourteenth day of the first month, from the evening, you shall eat unleavened bread until the twenty-first day of the month, until the evening. 19 For seven days no leaven will be present in your houses. Everyone who eats something leavened, among both the sojourners and the natives of the land, that person will be utterly destroyed from the congregation of Israel. 20 You shall not eat anything leavened. But in all your dwelling places you shall eat unleavened bread.’ ” 

21 And Moses summoned the whole council of elders of the sons of Israel and said to them, “When you depart, take to you yourselves a sheep according to your lineage and sacrifice the Passover. 22 And take a bundle of hyssop and, when you have dipped it from the blood that is beside the door, you shall daub the lintel and both of the doorposts with the blood that is beside the door; as for you, each of you shall not go out the door of his house until morning. 23 And the Lord will pass by to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on the lintel and on both the doorposts, the Lord will pass your door by and will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses to strike. 24 And you shall keep this event as an ordinance for yourself and your sons perpetually. 25 And when you enter the land that the Lord is giving to you, just as he had said, you shall keep this ritual. 26 And it shall be when your sons say to you, ‘What is this ritual?’ 27 you shall say to them, ‘This Passover is an offering to the Lord, as when he sheltered the houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but rescued our houses.’ ” And, bowing down, the people worshiped. 28 And when they had left, the sons of Israel did just as the Lord had commanded Moses; so they did. 

The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn

29 And it happened during the middle of the night, also the Lord struck every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat upon the throne, to the firstborn of the captive slave girl who was in the pit, even to the firstborn of all livestock. 30 And Pharaoh rose up during the night, and his attendants and all the Egyptians, and there was a great cry in all the land of Egypt, for there was no house in which there was no dead person in it. 31 And Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron during the night and said to them, “Arise and go forth from my people, both you and the sons of Israel! Go! And worship the Lord your God just as you have said! 32 Go, taking along your sheep and your cattle! And now, bless me also!” 33 And the Egyptians urged the people to go with haste to send them out of the land. For they said, “All of us are dying!” 34 And the people packed up their dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls wrapped up in their cloaks upon their shoulders. 35 And the sons of Israel did just as Moses charged them and requested vessels of silver and gold and clothing from the Egyptians. 36 The Lord gave favor to his people in the presence of the Egyptians, and they supplied them and despoiled the Egyptians. 

The Exodus

37 And the sons of Israel set out from Rameses toward Succoth; the men were six hundred thousand on foot, besides the rest. 38 And a numerous mixed group went up with them, along with very many sheep and oxen and livestock. 39 And they baked the dough that they carried out of Egypt into unleavened cakes, for it was not leavened. For the Egyptians had driven them out, and they could not tarry, nor did they even prepare provisions for themselves for the journey. 

40 Now the sojourn of the sons of Israel, during which they lived in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, was four hundred and thirty-five years. 41 And it happened after the four hundred and thirty-five years, all the hosts of the Lord went forth from the land of Egypt by night. 42 It is an advance guard to the Lord, to bring them out of the land of Egypt. That night it is a advance guard to the Lord, for it to be for all the sons of Israel in their generations. 

Instruction about the Passover

43 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “This is the regulation for the Passover: No foreigner shall eat of it. 44 But as for every servant or one purchased with money, you shall circumcise him, and then he may eat of it. 45 A sojourner or hired servant shall not eat of it. 46 It shall be eaten in one house, and you shall not eat the meat outside of the house, and you shall not break its bone. 47 The whole community of the sons of Israel shall perform it. 48 But if some sojourner approaches you to perform the Passover to the Lord, you shall circumcise every male belonging to him, and then he may come forward to keep it, and he will be just as also the native of the land. No one uncircumcised shall eat of it. 49 There shall be one regulation for the native and for the stranger who approaches you.” 50 And the sons of Israel did just as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron to them; so they did. 51 And it happened on that day, the Lord led the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt with their host. 




Consecration of the Firstborn and the Feast of Unleavened Bread

13 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Set every firstborn aside for me, the first-birthed that opens every womb among the sons of Israel, human or animal; it is mine.” 3 And Moses spoke to the people, “Remember this day, in which you went out from the land of Egypt from the house of slavery, for the Lord led you out of here with a strong hand. And no leaven shall be eaten. 4 For you are going out on this day in the month of the new crops. 5 And it will be when, if the Lord your God leads you into the land of the Canaanites and Hittites and Hivites and Girgashites and Amorites and Perizzites and Jebusites, which he swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, then you would observe this ritual in this month. 6 For six days you shall eat unleavened bread, but on the seventh day there is a feast unto the Lord. 7 You shall eat unleavened bread for seven days; nothing leavened shall appear to you, and no leaven shall be with you within all your borders. 8 And you shall explain to your son on that day, saying, ‘Because the Lord God did this for me as I came out of Egypt.’ 9 And it shall be to you as a sign on your hand and a memorial before your eyes, so that the instruction of the Lord may be in your mouth, for the Lord God brought you out of Egypt by a strong hand. 10 And you shall observe this instruction year to year. 

11 “And it will be when the Lord your God has brought you into the land of the Canaanites, the way he swore to your fathers, and he will give it to you. 12 And you shall take everything that opens the womb, the males belong to the Lord. Everything opening the womb of the cattle or among your livestock, whatever belongs to you, you shall set aside the males for the Lord. 13 You shall exchange everything opening the womb of a donkey for a sheep, but if you do not exchange it, you shall redeem it. You shall redeem every firstborn of humankind from among your sons. 14 And when your son asks you about these things, saying, ‘What does this mean?’ then you will say to him, ‘The Lord led us out from the land of Egypt by a strong hand, out of the house of slavery. 15 But when Pharaoh became stubborn about releasing us, the Lord killed every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of humans to the firstborn of animals. Because of this I sacrifice every firstborn to the Lord, everything opening the womb, the males, but I redeem every firstborn of my sons. 16 And it shall serve as a sign on your hand and fixed before your eyes, for the Lord brought you out of Egypt by a strong hand.’ ” 

Pillars of Cloud and Fire

17 When Pharaoh sent the people out, God did not lead them by the way of the land of the Philistines because it was near. For God said, “In casea the people, seeing war, regret their decision and return to Egypt.” 18 And God led the people around by the road that goes into the wilderness toward the Red Sea; in the fifth generation the sons of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt. 

19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph along with him, for he had made the sons of Israel swear with an oath, saying, “The Lord will watch over you by a watch, and you shall take up my bones along with you from here.” 

20 After setting out from Succoth, the sons of Israel camped at Etham beside the wilderness. 21 Now God was leading them by a pillar of cloud by day to show them the way, but during the night by a pillar of fire. 22 And the pillar of cloud by day, or the pillar of fire by night, did not cease in front of all the people. 




Crossing the Red Sea

14 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and let them turn back and encamp in front of the village between Migdol and the sea opposite Baal-zephon. You will encamp in front of them by the sea. 3 And Pharaoh will say to his people, ‘These sons of Israel are straggling about in the land, for the desert has enclosed them.’ 4 But I will harden the heart of Pharaoh, and he will pursue hard after them, and I will gain glory through Pharaoh and through all his army, and all the Egyptians will recognize that I am the Lord.” And they did so. 5 And it was reported to the king of the Egyptians that the people had fled, and the heart of Pharaoh and the heart of his attendants was changed toward the people. Then they said, “What is this we have done by sending forth the sons of Israel to not serve us?” 6 Therefore, Pharaoh made his chariot ready and took all his people with himself. 7 And he took six hundred chosen chariots and all the horsemen of the Egyptians and attending officers on each one. 8 And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and of his attendants, and he pursued hard after the sons of Israel. But the sons of Israel went out with an upraised hand. 9 The Egyptians pursued closely after them and came upon them encamped beside the sea; and all the cavalry and the chariots of Pharaoh and his horsemen and his army were in front of the the village opposite Baal-zephon. 10 And Pharaoh approached, and when the sons of Israel looked up with their eyes, they saw the Egyptians camped behind them, and they were very terrified. Then the sons of Israel cried out to the Lord. 11 And they said to Moses, “Are you leading us out to be put to death in the wilderness because there are no graves in the land of Egypt? Why did you do this to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Was this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, ‘Leave us alone so that we may serve the Egyptians. For it is better for us to be slaves to the Egyptians than to die in this wilderness.’ ” 13 Moses said to the people, “Be courageous; stand firm and observe the salvation that is from God, which he will perform for you today. For just as you have seen the Egyptians today, you will not continue to see them further forever.b 14 The Lord will do battle for you, you will keep silent!” 

15 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Speak to the sons of Israel, and have them move out. 16 And lift up your staff and stretch your hand out over the sea and split it, and have the sons of Israel enter into the midst of the sea on the dry ground. 17 And look, I myself will harden the heart of Pharaoh and of all the Egyptians, and they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh, and also by all of his army and by his chariots and by his horses. 18 And all the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I get glory through Pharaoh and through his chariots and his horses.” 19 And the angel of God, who was going ahead of the encampment of the sons of Israel, went up and proceeded to go along from their rear. And the pillar of cloud also lifted up from in front of them and stood behind them. 20 And it went between the Egyptians and the encampment of Israel and stopped. And there was gloom and darkness, and the night passed, and they did not come near each other the whole night. 21 And Moses stretched his hand out over the sea, and the Lord stirred the sea up by a violent south wind throughout the whole night and made the sea dry ground, and the water was split. 22 The sons of Israel entered into the middle of the sea on the dry ground, and the water was a wall to them on their right and a wall on their left. 23 And the Egyptians pursued closely, and every horse of Pharaoh and his chariots and his horsemen entered after them into the middle of the sea. 24 And it happened in the early morning watch that the Lord looked upon the camp of the Egyptians in a pillar of fire and cloud, and he confounded the camp of the Egyptians, 25 and he bound the axles of their chariots, and he led them by force. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the presence of Israel! For the Lord is fighting against the Egyptians on their behalf!” 

26 And the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch your hand out over the sea, and I will return the water, and it will cover the Egyptians, both the chariots and the horsemen.” 27 Then Moses stretched his hand out over the sea, and around daybreak the water returned to its territory. But the Egyptians fled into the water, and the Lord shook off the Egyptians in the middle of the sea. 28 And the water turned back and covered the chariots and the horsemen and all the forces of Pharaoh who had entered the sea after them, and not even one of them was left. 29 The sons of Israel proceeded along on the dry ground in the middle of the sea, but the water was to them a wall on their right and a wall on their left. 30 And the Lord rescued Israel on that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead along the shore of the sea. 31 And Israel saw the great hand, the things the Lord did to the Egyptians, and the people feared the Lord, and they trusted in God and Moses his servant. 




The Song of Moses

15 Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to God and they said, saying, 

“Let us sing to the Lord, for he is gloriously glorified; 

horse and rider he has cast into the sea. 

2 He has become a helper and protector to me for salvation; 

this is my God, and I will honor him, 

God of my father, and I will exalt him. 

3 The Lord who shatters wars, 

the Lord is his name 

4 The chariots of Pharaoh and his forces he has cast into the sea. 

Select riders, officers standing on the chariots, 

were swallowed up in the Red Sea. 

5 In the open sea he covered them; 

they sank into the deep like a stone. 

6 Your right hand, O Lord, is glorified in strength; 

your right hand, O Lord, has shattered the enemies. 

7 And by the abundance of your glory you have crushed the enemies; 

you sent forth your anger, and it devoured them like stubble. 

8 And by the blast of your wrath the water parted; 

the waters became solid like a wall; 

the swollen waves congealed in the midst of the sea. 

9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue and seize; 

I will divide up the spoils; I will satisfy my desire; 

I will kill with my sword; my hand will prevail.’ 

10 You sent forth your wind, the sea covered them; 

they sank like lead in the mighty water. 

11 Who is like you among the gods, O Lord? Who is like you— 

majestic in holiness, marvelous in praiseworthy deeds, performing wonders? 

12 You stretched out your right hand, 

the earth devoured them. 

13 You led this your people, whom you redeemed, in your righteousness. 

You have called them by your power into your holy habitation. 

14 The nations heard and are angry; 

pangs have taken hold of the inhabitants of Philistia. 

15 Then the leaders of Edom were dismayed, 

and, as for the Moabite rulers, trembling seized them; 

all the inhabitants of Canaan were melted. 

16 Let fear and trembling fall upon them. 

By the greatness of your arm they are as stone, 

until your people, O Lord, pass by, 

until this people of yours whom you have procured, pass by. 

17 When you lead them in, plant them in the mountain of your inheritance, 

in your prepared dwelling place, which you prepared, O Lord, 

the holy place, O Lord, which your hands have made ready. 

18 The Lord who rules forever and on into forever and beyond!” 

19 For the horses of Pharaoh entered the sea with the chariots and riders, and the Lord brought the waters of the sea over them. And then the sons of Israel went on through the dry ground into the middle of the sea. 

The Song of Miriam

20 Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took up her tambourine in her hand, and all the women went out behind her with tambourines and dancing. 21 Then Miriam led them, saying, 

“Let us sing to the Lord, for he is gloriously glorified; 

horse and rider he has cast into the sea.” 

22 And Moses took the sons of Israel away from the Red Sea, and he led them into the wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and did not find water to drink. 

The Water of Marah and Elim

23 And they came to Marah and were not able to drink at Marah, for it was bitter. Because of this the name of that place was called “Bitterness.” 24 And the people began muttering against Moses, saying, “What will we drink?” 25 And Moses cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed a piece of wood to him. And he threw it into the water, and the water became sweet. There he established ordinances and judgments for him, and there he tested him. 26 And he said, “If with hearing you hear the voice of the Lord your God, and you do what is pleasing before him, and you listen to his commandments and carefully keep all of his ordinances, I will not bring all the sickness that I brought upon the Egyptians upon you. For I am the Lord your God, who heals you.” 

27 And they arrived at Elim. And there were twelve springs of water and seventy trunks of date palm trees in that place. And they pitched camp there beside the water. 




Manna and Quail

16 They set out from Elim, and the whole assembly of the sons of Israel arrived at the wilderness of Zin, which is between Elim and between Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month since they came out of the land of Egypt. 2 The whole assembly of the sons of Israel were muttering against Moses and Aaron. 3 And the sons of Israel said to them, “We ought to have died, smitten by the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat at the kettles of meat and ate food until full, because you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly by starvation!” 4 And the Lord said to Moses, “Look! I will rain food down to you out of the heavens. And the people will go out and gather it from day to day, so that I may test them about whether they will go according to my instruction or not. 5 And it will be on the sixth day and they will prepare whatever they bring in, and it will be twice what they would gather day to day.” 6 And Moses and Aaron said to the whole assembly of the sons of Israel, “At evening you will know that the Lord led you out from the land of Egypt. 7 Then in the morning you will see the glory of the Lord when he hears your murmuring against God! But as for us, what are we that you are muttering against us?” 8 And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and food in the morning until full, because the Lord has heard your murmuring that you yourselves are muttering against us—but as for us, what are we? For your murmuring is not against us, but rather against God!” 9 And Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole assembly of the sons of Israel, ‘Come in before God, for he has heard your murmuring!’ ” 10 And when Aaron spoke to the whole assembly of the sons of Israel and they turned themselves toward the wilderness, the glory of the Lord appeared in a cloud. 11 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “I have heard the murmuring of the sons of Israel. Speak to them, saying, ‘Toward evening you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be sated with food, and you will know that I am the Lord your God.’ ” 13 And evening came, and quails went up and covered the encampment; the morning came with dew settling around the encampment. 14 And, look, something fine and small like coriander was on the surface of the wilderness, white like frost upon the land. 15 And seeing it, the sons of Israel said to one another,a “What is this?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, “This is the food that the Lord has given to you to eat. 16 This is the instruction that the Lord has ordered: ‘Gather some of this, each one, for those appropriate: an omer per head, according to the number of your persons, each one gather it along with your household members.’ ” 17 And the sons of Israel did so, and they gathered, some much and another little. 18 And when they measured by the omer, the one with much did not have a surplus, and the one with little did not have a shortage. They gathered, each one, for those appropriate to himself. 19 Moses said to them, “Let no one leave any of it over until the morning.” 20 Nevertheless, they did not pay attention to Moses, but some left over some of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and it stank. And Moses became angry at them. 21 And they gathered it in the morning, but when the sun warmed up, it melted. 22 And it happened on the sixth day that they gathered double the required amount, two omers for each person. And all the rulers of the congregation came in and reported to Moses. 23 And the Lord said to them, “Is this not the word that the Lord spoke? ‘Tomorrow is the Sabbath, a holy rest to the Lord. Whatever you bake, bake, and whatever you boil, boil. And then whatever is left over, leave it for storage until morning.’ ” 24 And they left behind some of it until morning, just as Moses charged them, and it did not turn foul, nor were there worms in it. 25 And then Moses said, “Eat it today! For today is a time of rest to the Lord. It will not be found in the field. 26 You will gather for six days, but on the seventh day is a time of rest, so that there will be none on it.” 27 And it happened on the seventh day some of the people went out to collect, and they did not find any. 28 And the Lord said to Moses, “How long are you unwilling to listen to my commandments and my law? 29 Look, for the Lord has given you this day. Because of this, on the sixth day he himself has given you food for two days. You shall each one remain at rest in your houses. Let no one go out from his place on the seventh day.” 30 And the people kept Sabbath on the seventh day. 31 And the sons of Israel gave it the name “manna.” And it was white, like a coriander seed, and its taste was like a cake prepared with honey. 32 And Moses said, “This is the word that the Lord charged: ‘Fill up a container with an omer of manna for storage throughout your generations, so that they may see the bread that you ate in the wilderness, when the Lord led you out from the land of Egypt.’ ” 33 And then Moses said to Aaron, “Take a golden jar and place a full omer of manna into it, and you shall put it before God for preservation for your offspring.” 34 According to the way the Lord commanded Moses, Aaron also put it before God for preservation. 35 And the sons of Israel ate the manna for forty years until they came to the habitation. They ate the manna until they came into the territory of Phoenicia. 36 The omer was a tenth part of the three measures. 




Water from the Rock

17 And the whole community of the sons of Israel set out from the wilderness of Zin according to their encampments through the word of the Lord. And they camped in Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 And the people railed toward Moses, saying, “Give us water so that we may drink!” And Moses said to them, “Why are you railing against me? And why are you testing the Lord?” 3 And the people thirsted there for water, and the people murmured there against Moses, saying, “For what reasona have you brought us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock by thirst?” 4 And then Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “What will I do with this people? Yet a little more, and they will stone me.” 5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go before this people, and take along with yourselves some of the elders of the people and your staff by which you struck the river; take it in your hand and go! 6 Here, I will stand there before you, upon the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, and my people will drink.” And Moses did so in the presence of the sons of Israel. 7 And he named the name of that place “Trial and Contention” because of the contention of the sons of Israel and because of their trying the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

The Defeat of Amalek

8 And then Amalek came and made war against Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, “Pick mighty men for yourself, and go forth and smite Amalek tomorrow and, look, I will stand on the top of the hill, and the staff of God will be in my hand.” 10 And Joshua did just as Moses said to him. And going forth, he drew up in battle against Amalek, while Moses and Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And it happened whenever Moses raised up his hands, Israel prevailed, but whenever he lowered his hands, Amalek prevailed. 12 But the hands of Moses became heavy; and they took up a stone and placed it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur propped up his hands, one on this side and one on that side, and the hands of Moses were firmly supported until the setting of the sun. 13 And Joshua routed Amalek and all his people by slaughter with the sword. 

14 And then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this down for a memorial in a scroll and put it into the ears of Joshua, that I will completely wipe out the remembrance of Amalek from under the heavens.” 15 And then Moses built an altar to the Lord, and he named its name “The Lord is my refuge.” 16 For by a secret hand the Lord is fighting against Amalek from generation unto generation. 




Jethro’s Advice

18 Then Jethro, the priest of Midian, the father-in-law of Moses, heard all the things the Lord did for Israel, his own people. For the Lord had led Israel out from Egypt. 2 And Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, took Zipporah, the wife of Moses, after her release, 3 and her two sons; the name of one of them was Gershom, saying, “I was a sojourner in a foreign land.” 4 And the name of the second was Eliezer, saying, “For the God of my father was my helper and rescued me out of the hand of Pharaoh.” 5 And Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, and his sons and his wife went forth to Moses into the wilderness, where he had encamped near the mountain of God. 6 And it was reported to Moses, saying, “Look, your father-in-law, Jethro, is coming to you, and your wife and your two sons with him.” 7 And Moses went forth to meet his father-in-law and bowed to him and kissed him, and they greeted one another. And he brought him into his tent. 8 Moses explained to his father-in-law everything that the Lord did to Pharaoh and to all the Egyptians for the sake of Israel and all the hardships that had befallen them on the way, and that the Lord rescued them from the hand of Pharaoh and from the hand of the Egyptians. 9 And Jethro was astonished at all the good things that the Lord had done for them, in that he had rescued them from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of Pharaoh. 10 And Jethro said, “Blessed is the Lord because he rescued them out of the power of the Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh. 11 Now I recognize that the Lord is greater than all the gods, because of this: they attacked them.” 12 And Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, took whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for God, and Aaron and all the elders of Israel came by to share a meal with the father-in-law of Moses in the presence of God. 

13 And it happened after the next day, Moses took his seat to judge the people, and all the people stood around Moses from morning until evening. 14 And Jethro, seeing everything that he did for the people, he said, “What is this that you yourself are doing for the people? On what account are you yourself sitting alone, and all the people are positioned near you from morning until evening?” 15 And Moses said to his father-in-law, “It is because the people come to me to seek out a judgment from God. 16 For whenever a controversy comes about for them, and they come to me, I give judgment for each one, and I inform them of the ordinances of God and his law.” 17 The father-in-law of Moses said to him, 18 “You are not handling this matter properly. You will destroy both yourself and all the people that are with you by unbearable physical exhaustion! This matter is burdensome for you; you will not be able to do it alone. 19 Now, therefore, listen to me, and I will counsel you, and God will be with you. You yourself be for the people the things before God, and you shall bring their matters to God. 20 And you shall inform them of the ordinances of God and his law and indicate for them his ways in which they should conduct themselves in them and the responsibilities that they should carry out. 21 And you yourself search out capable men from all the people, God-fearing men, righteous ones, who hate pride. And you shall set leaders of thousands up over them and leaders of hundreds and leaders of fifty and leaders of ten. 22 And they shall judge the people all the time, but the word that is too much they will present to you, and the smaller matters for judgment they will judge themselves. And they will lighten things up for you, and they will bear the load with you. 23 If you put this process into effect, God will strengthen you. And you will be able to stand, and this entire people will go unto its own place with peace.” 24 And Moses listened to the advice of his father-in-law and put the things that he said to him in place. 25 And Moses chose capable men from all Israel and established them over them as leaders of thousands and leaders of hundreds and leaders of fifty and leaders of ten. 26 And they judged the people all the time, but every word that was too much they brought to Moses, and every minor word they judged themselves. 27 And Moses sent his own father-in-law out, and he went away unto his land. 




Israel at Mount Sinai

19 And in the third month after the exit of the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt, on this day they arrived in the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They departed from Rephidim, and they came into the wilderness of Sinai, and Israel encamped there, right before the mountain. 3 Now Moses went up the mountain of God, and God summoned him from the heavens, saying, “This is what you shall say to the house of Jacob and report to the sons of Israel. 4 You yourselves have seen the things that I have done to the Egyptians, and I have brought you up as if on wings of eagles, and I have led you to myself. 5 And now if you listen with hearing to my voice and keep my covenant, you will be my special people of all the nations, for all the earth is mine. 6 And you yourselves will be a royal priesthood to me and a holy nation. These are the words you shall say to the sons of Israel.” 7 And Moses came and said to the elders of the people and set before them all these words, which God commanded him. 8 And all the people answered with one accord and said, “We will do everything that God said, and we will listen.” Then Moses reported these words to God. 9 And the Lord said to Moses, “Look, I myself will come to you in a pillar of cloud, so that the people may hear my speaking to you, and they will trust in you forever.”a And Moses announced the words of the people to the Lord. 

10 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down; warn the people and make them holy today and tomorrow, and have them wash their garments. 11 And have them be prepared for the third day, for on the third day the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai, in the presence of all the people. 12 You will designate boundaries all around for the people, saying, ‘As for you, be mindful of going up the mountain and touching any part of it. Anyone who touches the mountain will die by death. 13 No hand will touch him, but he will be stoned by stones, or he will be shot through with an arrow; whether an animal or human, he will not live.’ When the thunders and the trumpets and the cloud depart from the mountain, those will go up the mountain.” 14 And Moses came down from the mountain to the people and made them holy, and they washed their garments. 15 And he said to the people, “Become prepared for three days. Do not go near a woman.” 

16 And it happened on the third day, as it was getting toward dawn, thunder and lightning and a dense cloud came upon Mount Sinai; the sound of a trumpet sounded forth strongly, and all the people who were in the encampment were terrified. 17 Moses led the people out from the encampment to meet God. And they took their stand by Mount Sinai. 18 Mount Sinai billowed smoke all over because God had descended upon it in fire, and its smoke went up like the smoke of a furnace, and all the people were very astonished. 19 And the sounds of the trumpet were growing very much stronger. Moses spoke, and God responded to him with a voice. 20 And then the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, upon the top of the mountain, and the Lord called Moses up to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. 21 And God spoke to Moses, saying, “Go down; warn the people, in case they come near to God to observe and a multitude of them die. 22 And have the priests who draw near to the Lord God hallow themselves, lestb the Lord remove some of them.” 23 And Moses spoke to God, “The people are not able to go up to Mount Sinai, for you yourself informed us, saying, ‘Set boundaries for the mountain and make it holy.’ ” 24 Then the Lord said to him, “Go on, go down, and come back up, you and Aaron with you. But the priests and the people should not strive to come up to God, in case the Lord destroys some of them.” 25 And Moses went down to the people and spoke to them. 




The Ten Commandments

20 And the Lord spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods except me. 

4 “You shall make for yourself no idol or likeness of anything in the heavens above and in the land below and in the waters under the land. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, repaying the sin of the fathers upon the children unto the third and the fourth generation to those who hate me, 6 and showing mercy to thousands for those who love me and keep my commandments. 

7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. For the Lord your God will not acquit the one who takes his name in vain. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to make it holy. 9 Six days you shall work and do all your work. 10 On the seventh day, there is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. You shall not perform any labor on it, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your maidservant, your ox and your beast of burden and any animal of yours, not even a sojourner who is sojourning among you. 11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth and everything in them, and he rested on the seventh day. Because of this the Lord blessed the seventh day and made it holy. 

12 “Honor your father and mother, so that it may be well for you and so that you may be long-lived upon the good land that the Lord your God is giving to you. 

13 a “You shall not commit adultery. 

14 “You shall not steal. 

15 “You shall not murder. 

16 “You shall not testify falsely against your neighbor with a false testimony. 

17 “You shall not desire the wife of your neighbor; you shall not desire the house of your neighbor, or his field or his male servant nor his female servant or his ox or his beast of burden, or any animal of his, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

18 And all the people were seeing the thunder and the lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the smoking mountain, and all the people stood back terrified at a distance. 19 And they said to Moses, “You yourself speak to us, but do not let God speak to us, so we do not die!” 20 And Moses said to them, “Take courage! For God has come to you to test you, in order that his fear may be among you, so that you do not sin.” 21 The people stood at a distance, and Moses entered into the thick cloud where God was. 

Idols and Altars

22 The Lord said to Moses, “This is what you shall say to the house of Jacob and announce to the sons of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen that I have spoken with you from the heavens. 23 You shall not make for yourselves gods of silver, and you shall not make for yourselves gods of gold. 

24 “ ‘You shall make an altar out of earth for me, and upon it you shall sacrifice your whole burnt offerings and your peace offerings and the sheep and your young bulls in every location where I may place my name,a and I will be there with you, and I will bless you. 25 And if you make an altar for me out of stones, you shall not construct them using dressed stones, for you have used your hand tool on them and they are defiled. 26 You shall not go up to my altar by steps, so that you will not uncover your shame upon it.’ ” 




Laws about Slaves

21 “Now these are the ordinances that you will set before them. 

2 ‘Whenever you acquire a Hebrew servant, he will serve you six years, but in the seventh year he will go out a free man for nothing. 3 If he comes in alone, then also he will go out alone, but if a wife comes in with him, his wife also will go out with him. 4 But if the master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, his wife and the children will belong to his master, and he himself will go out alone. 5 But if the male servant says in reply, “I have come to love my master and my wife and my children. I do not want to depart a free man,” 6 then his master will bring him to the place of God’s judgment and will bring him up to the door, up to the doorpost, and his master will pierce his ear with an awl, and he will serve him forever. 

7 “ ‘But whenever a person sells his own daughter as a household slave, she will not go out as the slaves go free. 8 If she is not pleasing to her master, who designated her for himself, he will release her on payment of a ransom. But her master is not to sell her to a foreign nation because he rejected her. 9 And if he designates her for his son, he will deal with her according to the ordinance of daughters. 10 And if he takes a different woman, he will not decrease her needful things and clothing and conjugal rights. 11 And if he does not do these three things for her, she will go forth freely, without silver.’ ” 

Laws about Personal Injury

12 “ ‘And if someone strikes someone else and he indeed dies,b let him be put to death by death. 13 As for the unwilling person (instead God delivered him into his hands), I will grant you a place where the killer will flee. 14 But if someone attacks his neighbor to kill him treacherously and he flees, you shall take him from my altar to be put to death. 

15 “ ‘The one who strikes his father or his mother should be put to death by death. 

16 c “ ‘The one who verbally abuses his father or his mother will be sentenced to death.d 

17 “ ‘Whoever kidnaps anyone of the sons of Israel and oppresses and sells him, and he is discovered with him, have him be sentenced to death.e 

18 “ ‘And if two men angrily confront each other and one strikes the neighbor with a stone or with a fist, and he does not die but is confined to his bed, 19 if, when he gets up, the person walks around outside on a staff, the one who struck him shall be innocent except that he shall pay for his unemployment and his medical expenses. 

20 “ ‘And if someone strikes his male servant or his female servant with a staff and he dies at his hands, he shall be penalized with a penalty. 21 But if he survives one day or two, he shall not be penalized, for the silver is his. 

22 “ ‘And if two men are fighting and they strike a pregnanta woman and her child comes out unformed, he shall suffer a financial penalty; according to whatever the husband of the woman may impose, he shall pay with a judicial assessment. 23 But if her child was formed, he shall pay life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise. 

26 “ ‘And if someone strikes the eye of his male servant or the eye of his female servant and blinds them, he shall send them out free in place of their eye. 27 And if he knocks out the tooth of the male servant or the tooth of his female servant, he shall send them out free in place of their tooth. 

28 “ ‘And if an ox gores a man or woman and the person dies, the ox shall be stoned with stones, and its flesh will be not eaten, but the owner of the ox shall be free from liability. 29 But if the ox was one that would gore in the recent pastb and in the distant past,c and they warned its owner but he did not destroy it, and it slays a man or woman, the ox shall be stoned, and its owner will die with it. 30 But if a ransom price is placed upon him, he shall pay the ransom price for his life, whatever price they place upon him. 31 And if it gores a son or daughter, they shall deal with him according to this ordinance. 32 And if the ox gores a male servant or female servant, he shall pay thirty drachmas of silver to their owner, and the ox shall be stoned. 

33 “ ‘And if someone leaves a pit opened or digs it out and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 34 the owner of the pit shall pay out silver; he will pay their owner, but the dead animal will be his. 

35 “ ‘And if some ox of someone gores the ox of a neighbor so that it dies, they shall sell the living ox, and they will divide up its silver, and they will divide up the dead ox. 36 But if it was pointed out that the ox was a gorer in the recent pastd and in the distant past,e and the owner was warned and did not destroy it, he shall pay ox for ox, but the dead ox will be his.’ ” 




Laws about Property and Restitution

22 f“ ‘And if someone steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters or sells it, he shall pay five oxen in place of the ox, and four sheep in place of the sheep. 2 And if the thief is discovered while breaking into the house, and after being smitten he dies, it is not a murder to him. 3 But if the sun has risen on him, he is guilty. He shall be killed in return. And if the thief has no means, have him be sold to cover his theft. 4 And if he is seized and the stolen thing, whether a donkey or a sheep, is discovered in his hand alive, he shall repay them double. 

5 “ ‘And if a person puts a flock out to graze in a field or a vineyard and lets his livestock loose to graze in another’s field, he shall make compensation from his field according to his own produce. And if he causes his flock to feed upon the whole field, he shall make compensation from the very best of his field and the very best of his vineyard. 

6 “ ‘And if a fire breaks out and finds thorny plants and ignites a threshing floor or stacked grain or a field, the one who lit the fire shall give compensation. 

7 “ ‘And if a person gives his neighbor silver or goods for safekeeping and it is stolen from the house of that person, if the thief is found he shall repay double. 8 And if the thief is not found, the owner of the house shall come forward into the presence of God, and he shall swear whether or not he himself indeed acted wickedly concerning any part of the goods of his neighbor. 9 According to every trespass mentioned, whether for calf, beast of burden, sheep, garment, or any lost thing of which one is accused, whatever then it might be, the judgment of both parties will come before God, and the one condemned through God will pay twofold back to the neighbor. 

10 “ ‘And when a person gives his neighbor a beast of burden or young bull or a sheep or any animal to keep, and it becomes injured or dies, or it becomes captured and no one notices, 11 an oath will be sworn to God between the two persons, whether indeed he did not act maliciously at all with the deposit entrusted to the care of his neighbor, and thus its owner shall accept and not make payment. 12 But if it is stolen from him, the other shall make payment to its owner. 13 But if it was mauled by wild beasts, he shall bring him to the prey, and the other shall not make payment. 

14 “ ‘And when someone requests something from his neighbor and it is injured or dies or is stolen, and the owner was not with it, the other shall make payment. 15 But if the owner was with it, the other shall make payment, but not if he was a hired servant; it will be his for his wages.’ ” 

Laws about Social and Religious Principles

16 “ ‘And if a certain man seduces a not yet betrothed virgin and sleeps with her, he shall pay a bridal price for her with a dowry as his wife. 17 But if her father refuses with a refusal and is unwilling to give her to him as a wife, he shall pay out silver to her father according to whatever is the bridal price of virgins. 

18 “ ‘You shall not procure sorcerers. 

19 “ ‘Anyone who lies with an animal, you shall kill them by death. 

20 “ ‘The one who sacrifices to the gods shall be destroyed by death, except to the Lord alone. 

21 “ ‘And you shall not afflict a stranger and certainly not oppress him; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 22 You shall not afflict any widow or orphan. 23 And if you afflict them with affliction, and they call out and cry out to me, I will listen to their voice with hearing. 24 And I will become wrathful with anger, and I will kill you with a sword, and your women will become widows and your children orphans. 

25 “ ‘And if you lend silver to your poor brother among you, you shall not keep pressuring him; you shall not charge him interest. 26 And if you take the garment of your neighbor as a pledge, you will give it back to him before sunset. 27 For this is his only covering; this is the garment covering his shame. What will he sleep in? So if he cries out to me, I will listen to him, for I am compassionate. 

28 “ ‘You shall not verbally abuse gods,a and you shall not speak badly of the rulers of your people. 29 You shall not fall short regarding the firstfruits from the threshing floor and your winepress; you shall give me the firstborn of your sons. 30 Do this with respect to your ox and your sheep and your beast of burden: For seven days it shall be with its mother, but on the eighth day you shall give it to me. 31 And you shall be holy men to me, and you shall not eat flesh mauled by wild beasts; you shall throw it to the dog.’ ” 




Laws about Justice and Equity

23 “ ‘You shall not accept a pointless report; you shall not agree with the person in the wrong and become an unjust witness. 2 You shall not be in the company of the majority in evil things; you shall not proceed with the multitude to turn aside along with the majority, so as to derail a judgment. 3 And you shall not show mercy to a poor man in rendering a judgment. 

4 “ ‘And when you come upon the ox of your enemy or his beast of burden as they are wandering about, you shall turn it back and return it to him. 5 And if you see the beast of burden of your enemy fallen under its load, you shall not pass it by; instead, share the burdena with him. 

6 “ ‘You shall not distort judgment of a poor man in his dispute. 7 You shall keep away from any unjust word. You shall not execute the innocent and the righteous, and you shall not justify the godless person for the sake of a gift. 8 And you shall not take a gift, for indeed gifts blind the eyes of those who see, and corrupt righteous words. 9 And you shall not oppress a stranger, for you yourselves have known the life of the stranger, for you yourselves were strangers in the land of Egypt.’ ” 

Laws about Sabbaths and Festivals

10 “ ‘For six years you shall sow your land and harvest its produce. 11 But in the seventh year, you shall perform a release and leave it unplowed, and your needy people will eat, and the wild animals will eat the remainder. So you shall do with respect to your vineyard and your olive grove. 12 For six days you shall do your work, but on the seventh day there is a time of rest, so that your ox and your beast of burden may rest, and so that the son of your female slave and the sojourner may rest. 13 You shall observe all the things that I have said to you, and you shall not bring the name of other gods to mind; it will not even be heard coming out of your mouth. 

14 “ ‘Three times during the year you shall celebrate a festival to me. 15 You shall take care to observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread. For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, just as I commanded you, according to the appointed time of the month of new corn, for in that month you came out of Egypt. You shall not appear before me empty handed. 16 And you shall observe the festival of harvest of the firstfruits of your labors, which you sowed in your field, and the festival of completion at the exit of the year at the assembly of your works that are from your field. 17 Three times during the year every male from among you shall appear before the Lord your God. 

18 “ ‘For whenever I cast out peoples from your presence and I extend your borders, you shall not present the blood of my incense upon leaven, and certainly the fat of my feast shall not remain overnight until morning. 19 You shall carry the firstfruits of your first produce into the house of the Lord your God. You shall not boil a kid in the milk of its mother.’ ” 

The Promised Conquest of Canaan

20 “ ‘And look, I myself am sending out my angel before your face, so that he may watch over you along the way, in order that he may guide you to the land that I have prepared for you. 21 Be mindful of yourself and listen to him, and do not disobey him, for he will certainly not put up with you, for my name is on him. 22 If you you listen with hearing to my voice and you do all the things that I command you and keep my covenant, you will be a people special to me from among all the peoples, for all the earth is mine. But you yourselves will be a royal priesthood to me and a holy nation. You will say these words to the sons of Israel: If you listen with hearing to my voice and do everything that I say to you, I will be an enemy to your enemies, and I will be an adversary to those hostile to you. 23 For my angel will go and lead you, and he will bring you to the Amorite and Hittite and Perizzite and Canaanite and Girgashite and Hivite and Jebusite, and I will destroy them. 24 You shall not bow down to their gods, and you will certainly not serve them. You shall not act in accordance with their actions; rather, with taking down you shall take down and with shattering shatter their sacred pillars. 25 And you shall worship the Lord your God, and I will bless your food and your wine and your water, and I will turn disease away from you. 26 There will be no woman who miscarries or a barren woman in your land. I will bring the number of your days to completion. 27 And I will send my fear forth to lead you, and I will amaze all the nations into which you are going into them, and I will make all your enemies into fugitives. 28 And I will send my hornets out ahead of you and drive out the Amorites and Hivites and Canaanites and the Hittites from you. 29 I will not drive them out in one year, so that the land will not become desolate and the wild animals of the land become numerous against you. 30 Little by little I will expel them from your presence until you increase in number, and you will inherit the land. 31 And I will establish your boundaries from the Red Sea up to the sea of the Philistines, and from the wilderness up to the great river Euphrates; and I will deliver the dwellers in the land into your hands, and I will cast them from you. 32 You will not establish a covenant with them and with their gods. 33 And they will not live in your land, so that they do not make you sin against me, for if you serve their gods, these will become a pitfall for you.’ ” 




The Covenant Confirmed

24 And he said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron and Nadab and Abihu and seventy of the elders of Israel, and they will worship the Lord from a distance. 2 And Moses alone will draw near to God, but they will not draw near, and the people will not come up with them.” 3 And Moses went and reported in detail to the people all the words of God and the ordinances. All the people answered with one voice, saying, “We will do all the words that the Lord said, and we will obey!” 4 And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord. And Moses, rising early in the morning, constructed an altar at the bottom of the mountain and twelve stones into the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent young men out from among the sons of Israel, and they brought whole burnt offerings and slaughtered little calves as sacrifices of well-being to God. 6 And Moses, taking half of the blood, poured it into basins, and he poured half of the blood out against the altar. 7 And then, taking the book of the covenant, he read in the hearing of the people,a and they said, “We will do everything that the Lord has said, and we will obey!” 8 And Moses, taking the blood, sprinkled it over the people and said, “Look, the blood of the covenant, which the Lord established with you concerning all these matters.” 9 And Moses and Aaron and Nadab and Abihu and seventy of the elders of Israel went up. 10 And they saw the place where the God of Israel stood and what was under his feet just like brickwork of lapis lazuli, and like the appearance of the firmament of the heavens in purity. 11 And not even one of the chosen leaders of Israel was missing, and they appeared in the place of God, and they ate and drank. 

12 And the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me into the mountain and be there, and I will give you the stone tablets, the law, and the commandments that I wrote to instruct them.” 13 And, arising, Moses and Joshua his assistant went up into the mountain of God. 14 And they said to the elders, “Stay right here until we return to you. And look, Aaron and Hur are with you, and if a pressing matter happens to someone, let them go on to them.” 15 And Moses and Joshua went up into the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 And the glory of God came down on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days, and on the seventh day the Lord called Moses from the middle of the cloud. 17 And the appearance of the glory of the Lord was just like flaming fire on the top of the mountain, before the sons of Israel. 

18 And Moses entered the middle of the cloud and went up into the mountain and was there in the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 




Offerings for the Tent

25 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Say to the sons of Israel: ‘Also take up firstfruits from all to whom it seems right in their heart and you shall receive my firstfruits. 3 Now this is the firstfruits that you shall receive from them: gold and silver and brass, 4 and blue and purple and double scarlet and fine twisted linen and goat’s hair, 5 and rams’ skins dyed red and blue skins and wood that does not deteriorate, 6 a and sardius stones and stones for the carving, for the shoulder and the full-length robe.’ 7 And you shall make a sanctuary for me, and I will appear among you. 8 And you shall make it for me according to everything I show you on the mountain—the pattern of the tent and the pattern of all its vessels. So you will make them.” 

The Ark of the Covenant

9 “And you shall make an ark of testimony from wood that does not deteriorate, two and a half cubits in length and a cubit and a half in width and a cubit and a half in height. 10 And you shall gild it with pure gold; you shall gild it outside and inside with gold, and for it you shall make a raised molding of plaited gold around it. 11 And you shall cast four gold rings for it, and you shall place them on the four sides: two rings on the one side and two rings on the second side. 12 And you shall make carrying poles of wood that does not deteriorate, and you shall overlay them with gold. 13 And you shall insert the poles into the rings that are on the sides of the ark, to carry the ark by them. 14 The carrying poles shall be in the rings of the ark permanently. 15 And you shall place the testimony that I am giving to you into the ark. 16 And then you shall make the mercy seat, a cover of pure gold, two and a half cubits in length and a cubit and a half in width. 17 And you shall make two gold-embossed cherubim, and you shall place them at the two sides of the mercy seat. 18 They will be made one cherub out of this side and one cherub out of the second side of the mercy seat; and you shall make the two cherubim upon the two sides. 19 The cherubim will be spreading out their wings upward, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, and their faces toward one another; the faces of the cherubim will be toward the mercy seat. 20 And you shall place the mercy seat upon the ark on top, and you shall place the testimony that I am giving to you into the ark. 21 And from there I will make myself known to you, and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat, between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the testimony, and according to everything I command you for the sons of Israel.” 

The Table for the Bread of the Presence

22 “And you shall make a golden table of pure gold. Two cubits in length and a cubit in width and a cubit and a half in height. 23 And for it you shall make a gold plaited molding around it, and you shall make a crown the breadth of a palm encircling it. 24 And you shall prepare a plaited molding around for its rim. 25 And you shall make four gold rings, and you shall place the four rings on the four corners of its feet under the rim. 26 And the rings will serve as housings for the carrying poles, so the table can be carried by them. 27 And you shall make the carrying poles out of wood that does not deteriorate, and you shall overlay them with pure gold, and the table will be carried by them. 28 And you shall make its dishes and its censers and its libation bowls and cups, which you will offer drink offerings in them. You shall make them of pure gold. 29 And you shall place the bread of the presence on the table in front of me perpetually.” 

The Lampstand

30 “And you shall make a lampstand out of pure gold; you shall make the lampstand of hammered work; its stem and its branches and its cups and its calyxes and its ornamental petals will be of one piece with it. 31 And six branches will come out of the sides, three branches of the lampstand out of one side and three branches of the lampstand out of the second side. 32 And three cups fashioned like almonds on one branch, knob and flower, thus for the six branches that proceed out the lampstand. 33 And on the lampstand four cups fashioned like almonds on the one branch, knobs and its ornamental petals. 34 A knob under its two branches of one piece with it and a knob under its four branches of one piece with it, thus for the six branches that proceed out of the lampstand. 35 And in the lampstand, four bowls fashioned like almonds. 36 Let the knobs and the branches be of one piece with it; the entire relief from one piece of pure gold. 37 And you shall make its seven lamps, and you shall arrange the lamps, and they will cast light forward together.a 38 And you will make its oil vessels and its trays out of pure gold; 39 all these vessels are a talent of pure gold. 40 See that you make everything according to the pattern shown to you on the mountain.” 




The Tent

26 “Now you shall make the tent using ten curtains of fine linen, twisted and blue and purple, and scarlet twisted yarn; you will make them cherubim in weaver’s work. 2 The length of the one curtain is eight and twenty cubits, and the one curtain will be four cubits in width. The same measurement will be for all the curtains. 3 Five curtains will be with each other, one next to the other, and five curtains will be joined, one with the other. 4 And you shall prepare for them blue loops on the edge of the first curtain, linked to the first part the connection, and you shall do so on the edge of the outer curtain at the second coupling. 5 You shall prepare fifty loops for the first curtain, and you shall prepare fifty loops linked to the part of the curtain at the second coupling, opposite and corresponding loops to each other at each location. 6 And you shall prepare fifty gold rings, and you shall join the curtains one to the other by the rings, and the tent will be one unit. 

7 “And you shall prepare curtains of goat’s hair as a protective covering over the tent. You shall prepare eleven curtains. 8 The length of each curtain is thirty cubits, and the width of each curtain four cubits; the eleven curtains will have the same measurements. 9 And you shall join five curtains together and the six curtains together, and you shall double the sixth curtain toward the front of the tent. 10 And you shall prepare fifty loops at the edge of the protective leather covering, one at the middle at the coupling, and you shall prepare fifty loops along the edge of the protective leather covering where the second connects. 11 And you will prepare fifty bronze rings, and you will join the rings with the loops, and you will connect the curtains, and it will become one piece. 12 And you shall let the excess of the protective curtains of goat’s hair of the tent hang down; you shall fold it down behind the tent. 13 The cubit from this side and the cubit from that side from what remains of the protective leather coverings from along the length of the protective leather coverings of the tent will serve as a covering on the sides of the tent, on one side and on the other, so that it is concealed. 14 And you shall make a covering for the tent from rams’ skins dyed red and coverings of blue skin on top. 

15 “And you shall make pillars for the tent out of wood that does not deteriorate. 16 You shall make each pillar ten cubits, and the width of each pillar a cubit and a half. 17 Two joints for the one pillar, each corresponding one to the other, so you shall do for all the pillars of the tent. 18 And you shall make pillars for the tent, twenty pillars on the side toward the north. 19 And you shall make forty gold bases for the twenty pillars, two bases for each pillar for both of its joints. 20 And the other side, which faces toward the south, twenty pillars, 21 and their forty gold bases, two bases for each pillar for both of its joints. 22 And from the area behind the tent with respect to the part facing toward the sea, you will make six pillars. 23 And you shall prepare two pillars for the corners of the tent on the back side. 24 And it will be the same below and in the same respect; they will be equal from the heads up to one juncture; so you shall make for both; let them be for the two stabilizing structures. 25 And there will be eight pillars and their silver bases: sixteen; two bases for one pillar for both of its joints and two bases for the other pillar. 26 And you will prepare stabilizing bars of wood that does not deteriorate, five for each pillar on one side of the tent. 27 And five stabilizing bars for the pillar on the one side of the tent and five stabilizing bars for the pillar at the back side of the tent toward the sea. 28 And the central stabilizing bar will pass through between the pillars from one side to the other side. 29 And you shall overlay the pillars with gold, and you shall prepare gold rings, into which you shall insert the stabilizing bars, and you shall overlay the stabilizing bars with gold. 30 And you shall set up the tent according to the pattern shown to you on the mountain. 

31 “And you shall make a veil out of blue and purple and scarlet twisted yarn and fine-spun linen; you shall make it a woven work with cherubim. 32 And you shall place it upon four pillars that do not deteriorate, gilded with gold, and their capitals are to be gold, and their four bases are to be silver. 33 And you shall place the veil upon the pillars, and you shall carry the ark of the testimony in there, into the innermost veil, and the veil will make a separation for you between the holy place and the holy of holies. 34 And you shall cover the ark of the testimony with the veil in the holy of holies. 35 And you shall place the table outside the veil and the lampstand in front of the table on the side of the tent that faces toward the south, and you shall place the table on the side of the tent that faces toward the north. 36 And you shall make a screen out of blue and purple and scarlet twisted yarn and fine twisted linen, the work of an embroiderer. 37 And you shall make five pillars for the screen, and you shall overlay them with gold, and their capitals are to be gold, and you shall cast five bronze bases for them.” 




The Altar

27 “And you shall prepare an altar out of wood that does not deteriorate, five cubits in length and five cubits in width and three cubits in height. 2 And you shall construct its horns on its four corners; its horns will be of the same material, and you shall overlay them with bronze. 3 And you shall construct a rim for the altar, and its covering and its bowls and its flesh-hooks and its fire pan and all its implements you shall construct of bronze. 4 And you shall make a grating for it, a worked netting of bronze, and you shall make four bronze rings for the grating under its four corners. 5 And you shall position them under the grating of the altar below, and the grating will extend for half the altar. 6 And you shall construct carrying poles of wood that does not deteriorate for the altar, and you shall overlay them with bronze. 7 And you shall insert the carrying poles into the rings and let the carrying poles be along the sides of the altar with which to carry it. 8 You shall construct it using hollow paneling. According to what was shown to you on the mountain, so you will construct it.” 

The Court of the Tent

9 “And you shall construct a court area for the tent. On the side toward the south, the curtains of the court area a hundred cubits in length for the one side; 10 and their twenty pillars and their twenty bases: bronze, and their rings and bands: silver. 11 And likewise for the one toward the east, curtains a hundred cubits in length and their twenty pillars and their twenty bases: bronze, and the rings and the bands of the pillars and their bases overlaid with silver. 12 And along the width of the court area toward the sea, curtains of fifty cubits, along with their ten pillars and their ten bases. 13 And along the width of the court toward the south, curtains of fifty cubits, along with their ten pillars and their ten bases. 14 And the height of the curtains: fifteen cubits for the one side, with their three pillars and their three bases. 15 And the other side: fifteen cubits of curtains in height, with their three pillars and their three bases. 16 And for the gate of the court, a screen of twenty cubits in height, of blue material and purple and scarlet twisted yarn and fine linen twisted through embroidery by an embroiderer, with their four pillars and their four bases. 17 All the pillars of the court will be covered with silver all around, and their capitals of silver and their bases of bronze. 18 And the length of the court area will be a hundred cubits upon a hundred, and the width fifty cubits upon fifty, and five cubits in height, of fine linen twisted and their bases of bronze. 19 And the whole preparation and all the implements and the pegs of the court area: bronze. 

20 “And as for you, order the sons of Israel, and have them bring you clear olive oil refined from olives, beaten out for burning as light, so that a lamp may burn perpetually. 21 In the tent of testimony outside the veil that is over the covenant documents, Aaron and his sons will burn it from evening until morning in front of the Lord; it is to be an ordinance forever for your generations among the sons of Israel.” 




The Priestly Garments

28 “And as for you, bring to yourself Aaron your brother and his sons from the sons of Israel to serve as priests for me: Aaron and Nadab and Abihu and Eleazar and Ithamar, sons of Aaron. 2 And you shall prepare holy clothing for Aaron, your brother, for honor and glory. 3 And as for you, speak to all those skilled in understanding, whom I have filled with the spirit of perception, and they shall make the holy clothing for Aaron for holiness, by which he will serve as priest to me. 4 Now these are the garments that they shall make: a breastpiece and a shoulder piece and a full-length robe and a fringed tunic and a turban and a sash. And they shall make sacred garments for Aaron and for his sons to serve as priests for me. 5 And they themselves will receive the gold and the blue and the purple and the scarlet yarn and the fine linen. 

6 “They shall make the shoulder piece from twisted fine linen, a work of an embroidery weaver. 7 It shall have two shoulder pieces joined one with the other, fastened at the two corners. 8 And the band of the shoulder pieces that is on it shall match its fabrication from the same material: from gold and blue and purple and scarlet spun yarn and fine twisted linen. 9 And you shall take two stones, emerald stones, and engrave the names of the sons of Israel upon them. 10 Six names upon one stone, and the six remaining names upon the second stone, according to their generations, 11 the work of a skilled stone carver, an engraving on a seal. You shall engrave the two stones upon 12 the shoulders of the shoulder piece; they are memorial stones for the sons of Israel, and Aaron will bear the names of the sons of Israel into the presence of the Lord upon his two shoulders as a memorial concerning them. 

13 “And you shall prepare filigrees of pure gold. 14 And you shall prepare two fringes of pure gold variegated by flowers, a braided work, and you shall place these braided fringes upon the filigrees along their shoulder straps in front. 

15 “And you shall make an oracle of judgments, the work of an embroiderer. You will construct it according to the design and style of the shoulder piece, out of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet twisted yarn and fine twisted linen. 16 You shall make it square; it will be double, the length of it a span and a span in width. 17 And you shall weave into it woven cloth featuring precious stones in four rows. A row of stones will be sardius, topaz, and emerald, the first row. 18 And the second row, carbuncle, sapphire, and jasper. 19 And the third row, ligure, agate, amethyst. 20 And the fourth row, topaz, beryl, and onyx. Have them mounted in gold and placed together in gold, according to their row. 21 And make the stones be with the names of the twelve sons of Israel, according to their names, engravings on seals, each one according to its name; let them be for the twelve tribes. 22 And you shall make woven fringes for the oracle, a chain work of pure gold. 23 a And Aaron shall take the names of the sons of Israel on the oracle of judgment upon his chest when entering the holy place, as a memorial before God, 24 b and you shall place it upon the oracle of judgment; you shall place the cord-like fringes at the two sides of the oracle, 25 and you shall arrange the two filigrees on both shoulders of the shoulder piece at the front. 26 And you shall place the Unveiling and the Truth into the oracle of judgment and it will be on Aaron’s chest whenever he goes into the holy place, into the presence of the Lord, and Aaron will carry the judgments for the sons of Israel over his breast in the presence of the Lord always. 

27 “And you shall prepare an undergarment, full-length, entirely of blue. 28 And the opening will be cut out of it in the middle, having a border around the opening, like a weaver’s work, the connection interwoven of the same material so it will not tear. 29 And you shall prepare under the hem of the undergarment below something like blooming pomegranates, little pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet spun yarn and twisted fine linen. At the edges around the undergarment, the same image: golden pomegranates, and bells between these, all around. 30 Beside a pomegranate a golden bell and a flower around on the hem of the undergarment. 31 And when Aaron ministers, its sound will be audible when he enters into the holy place before the Lord and when he goes out, in case he dies. 

32 “And you shall prepare a thin plate of pure gold and work a seal relief into it: ‘Holiness unto the Lord.’ 33 And you shall secure it with blue twisted yarn, and it shall be on the turban; it shall be toward the front of the turban. 34 And it will be upon the forehead of Aaron, and Aaron will carry away the sin of the holy things that the sons of Israel set aside for any gift of their holy things. And it shall be on the forehead of Aaron at all times, acceptable for them in the presence of the Lord. 35 And the tassels of the tunic: of fine linen. And you shall make a linen turban, and you shall make a sash: embroiderer’s work. 36 And you shall prepare tunics and sashes for the sons of Aaron, and you shall prepare turbans for them for honor and glory. 37 And you shall clothe Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, and you shall anoint them, and you shall fill their hands, and you shall set them apart, in order that they may serve me as priests. 38 And you shall make linen undergarments for them to conceal the shame of their skin; they will reach from the hips to the thighs. 39 And Aaron and his sons will have these things whenever they enter into the tent of the testimony, whenever they go to minister at the holy altar, and they will not bring guilt on themselves, in order that they will not die: an eternal ordinance for him and for his seed after him.” 




Consecration of Aaron and His Sons

29 “And these are the things that you shall do to them. You shall sanctify them so that they may serve me as priests, and you shall take one little calf from the herd and two rams without blemish, 2 and unleavened bread, kneaded with olive oil, and unleavened cakes, basted with olive oil; you shall prepare them from fine flour of wheat. 3 And you shall place them into a basket and bring them in the basket, and the little calf and the two rams; 4 and you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the doors of the tent of testimony, and you shall wash them with water. 5 And taking the garments, you shall clothe Aaron, your brother, with the full-length tunic and the shoulder piece and the oracle to the shoulder piece. 6 And you shall place the headband on his head, and you shall place the sanctuary plate upon the headband. 7 And you shall take the anointing olive oil, and you shall pour it upon his head, and you shall anoint him. 8 And you shall bring his sons forward, and you shall clothe them with tunics. 9 And you shall gird them with girdles, and you shall wrap turbans on them, and my priestly office will be theirs forever.a And you shall consecrate Aaron, his hands and the hands of his sons. 10 And you shall bring the calf to the doors of the tent of testimony, and Aaron and his sons shall place their hands upon the head of the calf before the Lord beside the doors of the tent of testimony. 11 And you shall slaughter the calf before the Lord beside the entrance of the tent of testimony. 12 And you shall take some of the blood of the calf, and you shall place it on the horns of the altar with your finger, and you shall pour all the rest of the blood beside the base of the altar. 13 And you shall take all the fat attached to the belly and the lobe of the liver and the two kidneys and the fat that is attached to them, and you shall place them upon the altar. 14 But you shall burn the flesh of the calf and its hide and its excrement with fire outside the encampment, for it is a sin offering. 15 And you shall take one ram, and Aaron and his sons shall place their hands upon the head of the ram. 16 And you shall slaughter it, and, taking the blood, you shall pour it out at the altar all around. 17 And you shall cut the ram up limb by limb, and you shall wash its entrails and its feet with water, and you shall arrange the pieces along with the head. 18 And you shall send a whole ram up on the altar, a whole burnt offering to the Lord, as a sweet-smelling fragrance; it will be an incense offering to the Lord. 19 And you shall take the second ram, and Aaron and his sons shall place their hands on the head of the ram. 20 And you shall slaughter it, and you shall take some of its blood, and you shall place it on the lobe of Aaron’s right ear and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot and on the lobes of the right ears of his sons and on the thumbs of their right hands and upon the big toes of their right feet. 21 b And you shall take some of the blood from the altar and some of the anointing olive oil, and you shall sprinkle it on Aaron and on his garment and on his sons and on the garments of his sons along with him. And he himself and his garment and his sons and the garments of his sons along with him will be holy, but you shall pour the blood of the ram out before the altar all around. 22 And you shall take its fat from the ram and the fat that covers the belly and the lobe of the liver and the two kidneys and the fat that is on them and the right thigh, for this is for the ratification, 23 and one loaf of bread made with olive oil and a cake from the basket of unleavened bread that is set out before the Lord. 24 And you shall place everything into the hands of Aaron and into the hands of his sons, and you shall set apart a special offering for them before the Lord. 25 And you shall take them from their hands and offer them on the altar of whole burnt offerings as a sweet smell before the Lord. It is a burnt offering to the Lord. 26 And you shall take the breast of the ram of ratification that is Aaron’s, and you shall set it apart as set apart before the Lord, and it will be your share. 27 And you shall set the breast apart as set apart and also the thigh of the separated offering, which has been set apart and which has been separated from the ram of ratification, from the portion of Aaron and from the portion of his sons. 28 And it shall be an ordinance to Aaron and to his sons forever with respect to the sons of Israel, for this is set apart, and it will be a designated offering from the sons of Israel, from the slain offerings of well-being of the sons of Israel, a designated offering to the Lord. 29 And the sanctuary garment, which is Aaron’s, will belong to his sons after him, to anoint them in them and to ratify their hands. 30 The priest will wear them for seven days—the one of his sons to replace him who will enter into the tent of testimony to minister in the sacred things. 31 And you shall take the ram of ratification, and you shall boil the flesh in a holy location. 32 And Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram and the bread in the basket beside the doors of the tent of testimony. 33 They shall eat them by which they were consecrated by them, to ratify their hands, to sanctify them. No foreigner shall eat from it, for it is holy. 34 But if there is any left of the meat of the meat offerings for ordination and of the bread until morning, you shall burn what remains by fire. It shall not be eaten, for it is holy. 35 And so you shall do to Aaron and his sons, according to everything that I commanded you; for seven days you shall ratify their hands. 36 And you shall offer the little calf as a sin offering in the day for purification; and you shall purify the altar as you consecrate on it, and you shall anoint it, for the purpose of consecrating it. 37 You shall purify the altar for seven days and consecrate it, and the altar will be holy of the holy. Anyone who touches the altar will become holy. 

38 “Now these are the things you shall do on the altar: year-old lambs without blemish: two per day on the altar continuously, a continuous burnt offering. 39 You shall offer the one lamb in the morning, and you shall offer the second lamb at evening, 40 and a tenth of a measure of fine wheat flour mixed with pure olive oil, a fourth of a hin, and a drink offering, a fourth of a hin of wine, for the first lamb. 41 And you shall offer the second lamb at evening; you will offer it corresponding to the early morning offering and corresponding to its drink offering, a sweet aroma, a burnt offering to the Lord, 42 a permanent offering throughout your generations at the doors of the tent of testimony in the presence of the Lord, where I will make myself known to you from there, so as to talk with you. 43 And I will direct the sons of Israel there, and I will be sanctified by my glory. 44 And I will make the tent of testimony and the altar holy, and I will make Aaron and his sons holy, to serve me as priests. 45 And I will be called upon by the sons of Israel, and I will be their God. 46 And they will recognize that I myself am the Lord God.” 




The Altar of Incense

30 “And you shall make an altar for incense out of wood that does not deteriorate. 2 And you shall make it the length of a cubit and the width of a cubit. It shall be square, and its height two cubits; its horns shall be of the same piece.a 3 And you shall cover it with pure gold, its grate and its sides all around, and its horns; and you shall make a twisted gold molding all around for it. 4 And you shall prepare two pure golden rings below its braided rim along its two sides. You shall construct these on its two sides, and they will be housings for the poles for carrying it by them. 5 And you shall shape poles out of wood that does not deteriorate, and you shall overlay them with gold. 6 And you shall place it in front of the veil that is next to the ark of the testimony, at which I will make myself known to you from there. 7 And Aaron will sacrifice a fine compounded incense upon it every morning;b whenever he readies the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. 8 And whenever Aaron kindles the lamps in the evening, you shall burn incense upon it, incense of perpetuity always before the Lord throughout their generations. 9 And you shall not offerc any other incense, burnt offering, or sacrifice upon it; you shall not pour a drink offering upon it. 10 And Aaron will make atonement on behalf of it, upon its horns; once a year he will cleanse it with the blood of purification throughout their generations. It is holy of holies to the Lord.” 

The Tax for Upkeep of the Tent

11 And the Lord spoke to Moses saying, 12 “Whenever you take a census of the sons of Israel, in the process of numbering them, each one will give a ransom price for his life to the Lord, and there will be no calamity among them during the process of numbering them. 13 And this is what they who pass through the numbering will give: a half of a didrachma, which is according to the sacred didrachma; there are twenty obels per didrachma, but half of a didrachma is the contribution to the Lord. 14 Everyone of twenty years and older who passes through in the numbering will give the contribution offering to the Lord. 15 The rich will not increase and the poor will not decrease the half didrachma when giving his contribution offering to the Lord to make atonement for your lives. 16 And you shall receive the silver for the contribution offering from the sons of Israel, and you shall put it toward the expenses of the tent of testimony, and it will be a memorial for the sons of Israel before the Lord and to make atonement for your lives.” 

The Bronze Basin

17 And the Lord spoke to Moses saying, 18 “Make a bronze wash basin and a bronze base for it for washing, and place it between the tent of testimony and the altar, and pour water into it. 19 And Aaron and his sons will wash their hands and their feet with water from it. 20 Whenever they enter into the tent of testimony, they shall wash with water, and they will not die when they proceed to the altar to minister and to offer up whole burnt offerings to the Lord. 21 They shall wash their hands and their feet with water whenever they enter into the tent of testimony; they will wash with water in order that they will not die, and it will be an eternal ordinance for them, for him and for his generations after him.” 

The Anointing Oil and Incense

22 And the Lord spoke to Moses saying, 23 “And as for you, take sweet spices, select flowering myrrh, five hundred shekels, and half of this amount of fragrant cinnamon, two hundred and fifty shekels, and sweet-smelling reeds, two hundred and fifty. 24 And cassia, five hundred sanctuary shekels, and oil from the olives, a hin. 25 And you shall prepare it a holy oil for anointing, an ointment by the skill of a perfumer; it will be a holy oil for anointing. 26 And you shall anoint the tent of the testimony with it, and the ark of the testimony, 27 and the lampstand and all its utensils, and the tent of testimony and all its vessels, and the altar for burning incense, 28 a and the altar of the whole burnt offerings and all its utensils, and the table and all its utensils, and the basin. 29 And you shall consecrate these things, and they will be holy of holies; anyone who touches them will become holy. 30 And you shall anoint Aaron and his sons and set them apart to serve me as priests. 31 And you shall speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘This oil for the purpose of anointing will be holy to you throughout your generations. 32 It shall not be applied on human flesh, and it shall not be made for yourselves in like manner according to this composition; it is holy; and it will be a holy thing for you. 33 Whoever makes anything just like it and whoever gives some of it to a foreigner will be utterly destroyed from his people.’ ” 

34 And the Lord said to Moses, “Take sweet spices, stacte, onycha, sweet galbanum, and clear frankincense for yourself. There will be an equal part for each.b 35 And they shall make aromatic incense with it, a work of a perfumer, compounded together, a pure product set apart. 36 And you shall beat the product of these very fine, and you shall place it in front of the testimonies in the tent of testimony, from where I will make myself known to you from there; it will be holy of holies to you. 37 You shall not make the incense according to this composition for yourselves. It shall be a holy offering with respect to you for the Lord. 38 You will destroy from his people whoever makes anything just like it to smell it.” 





Craftsmen for the Tent

31 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Look, I have called Bezalel by name, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3 And I have filled him with a divine spirit for wisdom and for understanding and for craftsmanship in every type of project, 4 to devise creative designs and to be a master workman to work with gold and silver and bronze and blue and purple material and scarlet spun yarn, 5 and in stone carving and in skilled carpentry work with wood to work according to all the tasks. 6 And I myself have given him and Oholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, and I have given understanding to every sagacious heart, so that they will produce everything that I have commanded you: 7 the tent of testimony and the ark of the covenant and the mercy seat, which is upon it, and the accessories of the tent 8 and the altars and the table and all its utensils, and the pure gold lampstand and all its utensils, 9 and the basin and its base, 10 and the ministering garments of Aaron and the garments of his sons to serve me as priests, 11 and the anointing oil, and the incense of the sactuary composition. They will do according to everything that I myself commanded you.” 

The Sabbath

12 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 13 “And as for you, charge the sons of Israel, saying, ‘See and you shall observe my Sabbaths; it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations, so that you may know that I, the Lord, am the one who sanctifies you. 14 And you will keep the Sabbaths because this is a holy thing of the Lord for you; the one who profanes it will be put to death by death. Everyone who performs work on it, that person will be utterly destroyed from among his people. 15 For six days you shall perform common labor, but on the seventh day are the Sabbaths, a holy rest for the Lord; anyone who will do labor on the seventh day will be put to death.’ 16 And the sons of Israel shall keep the Sabbaths, doing them throughout their generations; it is an eternal covenant 17 with me and the sons of Israel, an eternal sign with me, because in six days the Lord established the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he stopped and ceased his work.” 

18 And when he had finished speaking to him on Mount Sinai, he gave Moses the two tablets of testimony, tablets of stone inscribed by the finger of God. 




The Golden Calf

32 And when the people saw that Moses continued to delay coming down from the mountain, the people pressed Aaron and said to him, “Get up and make gods for us who will go before us! Because this Moses, the man who led us out from Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him.” 2 And Aaron responded to them, “Remove the gold earrings that are in the ears of your wives and daughters and bring them to me.” 3 And all the people took off the gold earrings in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 And he took them from their hands and formed them with the engraving tool and made them into a molten calf and announced, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.” 5 And seeing, Aaron constructed an altar right before it, and Aaron proclaimed, saying, “A festival to the Lord tomorrow!” 6 And rising early the next day, they sent up whole burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being, and the people sat down to eat and to drink and got up to play. 

7 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Go on quickly from here, go down! For your people, whom you led up out of the land of Egypt, have acted lawlessly. 8 They have quickly turned away from the way which I commanded them. They have made a calf for themselves and have worshiped it and said, 9 a ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.’ 10 And now leave me alone, and I am wrathful with anger against them and I will destroy them, and I will make you into a great nation.” 11 And Moses prayed before the Lord God and said, “For what purpose, O Lord, are you wrathful with anger against your people, whom you have led out of the land of Egypt with great power and with your upraised arm? 12 What ifb the Egyptians speak, saying, ‘He led them out with an evil intent to kill them in the mountains and to utterly destroy them from the earth’? Stop the anger of your wrath, and be merciful toward the evil of your people. 13 Remember Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, your servants, to whom you swore by yourself and spoke to them, saying, ‘I will multiply your seed by a multitude like the stars of the heavens, and all this land which you claimed to give them, and they will possess it for eternity.’ ”c 14 And the Lord was favorably inclined to preserve his people. 

15 And turning away, Moses went down from the mountain. And the two tablets of the testimony were in his hands, tablets of stone, inscribed on both parts of them; they were inscribed on one side and on the other. 16 And the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the very writinga of God, engraved on the tablets. 17 And Joshua, hearing the voice of the people crying out, said to Moses, “There is a sound of war in the camp!” 18 And he said, “It is not a sound of those who lead out in might, nor a sound of those who lead out in retreat, but rather a sound of those who lead out in wine that I am hearing.” 19 And when he was drawing near to the camp, he saw the calf and the dancers, and having grown angry with wrath, Moses cast the two tablets from his hands and shattered them at the base of the mountain. 20 And after taking the calf that they had made, he burned it in the fire and ground it to powder and scattered it in the water and made the sons of Israel drink it. 21 And then Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you so that you have brought upon them such a great sin?” 22 And Aaron said to Moses, “Do not be angry, lord, for you yourself know the impulsiveness of this people. 23 For they kept saying to me, ‘Make gods for us who will go before us, for this man, Moses, who led us out of Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him.’ 24 And I said to them, ‘If anyone has gold, remove it.’ And they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf.” 25 And when Moses saw the people, that they were scattered—for Aaron had caused them to scatter, a mockery for their enemies—26 and Moses stood by the entrance of the camp and said, “Whoever is with the Lord, should come to me.” Therefore all the sons of Levi gathered. 27 And he said to them, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each one fasten his own sword upon his thigh, and pass through and turn back from gate to gate throughout the encampment, and each one kill his brother, his kinsman, and each one his neighbor.’ ”b 28 And the sons of Levi acted just as Moses instructed them, and about three thousand men of the people fell on that day. 29 And Moses said to them, “You have ratified the hands today to the Lord, each of you, against his son or his brother, for a blessing to be given upon you.” 

30 And it happened with the next day, Moses said to the people, “You yourselves have sinned a great sin, but now I will go up to God, in order that I may make atonement concerning your guilt.” 31 And Moses returned to the Lord and said, “I beg you, O Lord, this people has sinned a great sin, and they have made gods of gold for themselves. 32 And now, if you are going to forgive them their sin, forgive! But if not, wipe me out of your book that you have written!” 33 And the Lord said to Moses, “If someone has sinned, I will wipe them out of my book. 34 But you, go on, go down and lead this people into the territory about which I told you. Look, my angel will go ahead of you; and on the day I visit, I will bring their sin upon them.” 35 And the Lord struck the people concerning the production of the calf, which Aaron had made. 




The Command to Leave Sinai

33 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go, go on up from here, you and your people whom you have led out of the land of Egypt into the land that I swore to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your seed.’ 2 And I will send my angel along before your face and drive out the Amorite and Hittite and Perizzite and Girgashite and Hivite and Jebusite. 3 And I will bring you into a land flowing with milk and honey, for I will certainly not go up with you because of the stiff-necked people that you are, lesta I consume you on the way.” 4 And the people, hearing this ominous report, lamented grievously. 5 And the Lord said to the sons of Israel, “You are a stiff-necked people; watch out, lest I myself bring another plague upon you and destroy you! Therefore, remove your splendid garments and ornaments now, and I will show you what I will do to you.” 6 And the sons of Israel took off their ornaments and their adornments from Mount Horeb onward. 

7 And Moses, taking his tent, pitched it outside the camp, a long distance from the camp, and it was called “tent of testimony.” And it happened anyone seeking the Lord would go out to the tent, which was outside the camp. 8 And whenever Moses went out to the tent outside the camp, all the people would stand watching, each one beside the doors of his tent, and observe intently from the time Moses departed until he entered into the tent. 9 And whenever Moses entered into the tent, the pillar of cloud came down and stood at the door of the tent, and it spoke with Moses. 10 And all the people were watching the pillar of cloud standing at the door of the tent. And after standing, all the people bowed down, each one from the door of his tent. 11 And the Lord spoke with Moses face to face, just as when a person talks with his own friend. And he would return to the encampment, but the attendant, Joshua, son of Nun, did not go out of the tent. 

Moses’ Intercession

12 And Moses said to the Lord, “Look, you yourself say to me, ‘Lead this people up,’ but you yourself have not made known to me whom you will send along with me! Yet you said to me, ‘I know you more than any other, and indeed you have favor before me.’ 13 If, therefore, I have found favor before you, show yourself to me, that I may see you clearly, so that I might find favor before you, and that I might know that this great nation is your people.” 14 And he responded, “I myself will go along with you, and I will put you at ease.” 15 And he responded to him, “If you yourself do not go along, do not lead me up from here. 16 And how will it really be known that I have found grace before you, both I and your people, except if you go along together with us? And I will be honored, both I and your people, from all the peoples that are upon the earth.” 

17 And the Lord said to Moses, “Indeed, I will do this thing for you, which you have said, for you have found grace before me, and I know you more than any other person.” 18 And Moses said, “Manifest yourself to me!” 19 And God said, “I myself will pass by in front of you in my glory, and I will speak on my name, the Lord, before you, and I will have mercy upon whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion upon whomever I will have compassion.” 20 And he said, “You cannot see my face, for a human cannot see my face and live.” 21 And the Lord said, “Look, a place beside me! Stand on this rock. 22 And when my splendor passes by, then I will put you into a cleft of the rock, and I will shelter you with my hand over you until I have passed by. 23 And then I will take my hand away, and then you will see what is behind me, but my face will not appear to you.” 




New Stone Tablets and the Renewal of the Covenant

34 And the Lord said to Moses, “Carve out for yourself two tablets of stone just like the first ones and come up to me on the mountain, and I will engrave on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets that you shattered. 2 And get ready for the morning and ascend Mount Sinai and stand there with me on the top of the mountain. 3 And no one should come up with you or appear in all the mountain. And flocks and oxen should not graze next to that mountain.” 4 And he hewed out two tablets of stone just like the first set. And rising early, Moses went up to Mount Sinai, just as the Lord had charged him. And Moses took the two stone tablets along. 5 And the Lord descended in a cloud and stood near him there, and he called out in the name of the Lord. 6 And the Lord passed by right before him,a and he called out, “The Lord God, compassionate and merciful, long-suffering and full of mercy and trustworthy, 7 and maintaining righteousness and mercy to thousands, forgiving iniquity and injustices and sin, and he does not acquit the guilty, bringing the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and upon the children of the children, down to the third and fourth generation.” 8 And acting quickly, Moses, bending down to the earth, bowed. 9 And he said, “If I have found favor before you, may my Lord go along with us! For the people is stiff-necked, and you yourself take away our sins and our iniquity, and we will be yours!” 10 And the Lord announced to Moses, “Look, I am setting a covenant in place for you. I will perform wonders in the presence of all your people, which have not occurred anywhere in the earth or among any nations. And all the people among whom you yourself live will see the actions of the Lord, because the things that I myself will perform on your behalf are marvelous. 11 Be mindful, you yourself, regarding everything that I myself have commanded you. Look, I am casting out the Amorite and Canaanite and Perizzite and Hittite and Hivite and Girgashite and Jebusite right before you. 12 Be mindful of yourself, lest you establish a covenant with the dwellers in any land into which you are going into it, that it not become a snare for you among you. 13 You shall take down their altars, and you shall break up their sacred pillars, and you shall cut down their sacred groves, and you shall burn the graven images of their gods in the fire. 14 For you shall certainly not worship other gods, for the Lord God is jealous regarding his name; God is a zealot. 15 What ifb you establish a covenant with the dwellers on the landc and they whore themselves after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and they invite you, and you share their slain offerings, 16 and you take some of their daughters for your sons and give your daughters to their sons, and your daughters whore after their gods, and your sons whore after their gods? 17 And you shall not make molten gods for yourself. 18 And you shall observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, just as I have commanded you, during the appointed time in the month of new corn, for you came out of Egypt in the month of new corn. 19 As for everything that opens the womb, the males are mine, every firstborn of calves and firstborn of sheep. 20 And you shall redeem the firstborn of a beast of burden with a sheep; but if you will not redeem it, you shall pay its value. You shall redeem every firstborn of your sons. You shall not appear before me empty-handed. 21 You shall work six days, but on the seventh you will stop; you will stop in seed time and in harvest time. 22 And you shall observe the Festival of Weeks for me, the firstfruits of the wheat harvest and beginning of gathering in the middle of the year. 23 Three times in the year every male from among you will appear before the Lord God of Israel. 24 For when I cast the nations out right before you, and I expand your boundaries, no one will desire to possess your land when you come up to present yourself before the Lord your God three times in the year. 25 You shall slay no blood of my sacrifices upon leaven, and sacrifices for the feast of Passover shall not remain until the morning. 26 You shall bring the best of the firstfruits of your land into the house of the Lord your God. You shall not present a kid in its mother’s milk.” 27 And the Lord said to Moses, “Write these words down for yourself, for I am establishing a covenant upon these words with you and Israel.” 

28 And Moses was there in the presence of the Lord forty days and forty nights. He did not eat food, and he did not drink water, and he wrote these words upon the tablets of the covenant, the ten words. 

Moses’ Glowing Face

29 And as Moses came down out of the mountain, and the two tablets were in the hands of Moses; but as he descended from the mountain, Moses did not know that the appearance of the skin of his face began to glow when he spoke to him. 30 And Aaron and all the elders of Israel saw Moses, and the appearance of the skin of his face was radiant, and they were afraid to go near him. 31 And Moses summoned them, and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation turned and came toward him, and Moses spoke to them. 32 And, after these things, all the sons of Israel came out to him, and he commanded them all the things that the Lord commanded him on Mount Sinai. 33 And when he had finished speaking to them, he placed a veil over his face. 34 But whenever Moses would enter into the presence of the Lord to speak to him, he would remove the veil until he came out. And upon going out, he would address all the sons of Israel about whatever the Lord had commanded him. 35 And the sons of Israel saw the face of Moses, that it had become radiant, and Moses replaced the veil on his own face until he entered to talk with him. 




Sabbath Regulations and Tent Materials

35 And Moses gathered the whole assembly of the sons of Israel and said, “These are the words that the Lord said to do them. 2 ‘Six days you will perform labor, but the seventh day is a rest, a holy day, Sabbaths of rest to the Lord; let every one who performs labor on it die. 3 You shall not start a fire in any of your dwellings on the day of the Sabbaths; I am the Lord.’ ” 4 And Moses said to the whole assembly of the sons of Israel, saying, “This is the word that the Lord charged, saying, 5 ‘Collect from among you yourselves a designated offering to the Lord. Everyone who is urged in his heart will bring the firstfruits to the Lord, gold, silver, and bronze, 6 blue, purple, scarlet, double spun fine twisted linen, and goat’s hair, 7 and rams’ skins dyed red and blue skins and wood that does not deteriorate, 8 a and sardius stones and stones for the engraving in the shoulder piece and the full-length robe. 9 And everyone among you wise in heart, when he comes, let him construct everything that the Lord has commanded: 10 the tent and its curtains and its curtain rings and its stabilizing bars and its pillars, 11 and the ark of the testimony and its carrying poles and its mercy seat and its veil, 12 and the curtains of the court and its pillars 13 and its stones of emerald, 14 and the incense and the olive oil of anointing, 15 and the table and all its implements, 16 and the lampstand for light and all its utensils, 17 and the altar and all its implements, 18 and the sacred garments for Aaron, the priest, and the garments in which they minister in them, 19 and the tunics of the priesthood for the sons of Aaron, and the anointing olive oil, and the incense of the composition.’ ” 

Israel Responds with Tent Offerings

20 Then the whole gathering of the sons of Israel went out from Moses. 21 And each one of those whose heart prompted, and for those it seemed good in their person, offered up tribute, and they brought the tribute to the Lord for all the work of the tent of testimony and to cover all its costs and for all the holy garments. 22 And the men, along with the women, brought everything that seemed good in their mind. They brought signet seals and earrings and rings and necklaces and right arm bracelets, all kinds of implements of gold; and so everyone brought items of the best gold to the Lord. 23 And they brought skins dyed blue and rams’ skins dyed red from whoever was found to have them. 24 And everyone who raised the tribute brought silver and bronze, the choicest tributes to the Lord. And if anyonea owned wood that does not deteriorate, they also brought it for all the projects for the entire construction. 25 And every woman who was wise in the mind to spin with their hands brought spinnings, blue and purple, and scarlet and fine linen. 26 And all the women to whom it seemed good in their mind, they spun goat’s hair with their wisdom. 27 And the rulers brought the emerald stones and the stones for setting into the shoulder piece and the oracle, 28 and the compositions and the anointing olive oil, and the compositions for the fragrant incense. 29 And every man and woman whose mind carried them to enter and do all the projects that the Lord charged them to do through Moses—the sons of Israel brought offerings to the Lord. 

The Tent Craftsmen

30 And Moses announced to the sons of Israel, “Look, God has called Bezalel out by name, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 31 And the spirit of wisdom and of understanding and all manner of craftsmanship has filled him 32 to be a master craftsman for all the projects of construction, to work with gold and silver and brass, 33 and to work in stone, and to shape wood, and to work in every project of skilled workmanship. 34 And indeed he has given him to teach in his mind both him and Oholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 35 He has given them wisdom and understanding of mind, to understand how to do the works of the sanctuary, and to weave the weavings and embroideries with scarlet and fine linen, to do all the works of embroidered workmanship.” 




36 “And Bezalel and Oholiab and every one wise in the mind to whom wisdom was given, and understanding was in them to understand how to do all the works for the holy things as assigned, will do according to everything which the Lord commanded.” 

2 And Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and all those having wisdom, to whom God gave understanding into each one’s heart, and all those who wanted to get started with the works, so that they could complete them. 3 And from Moses they received all the offerings that the sons of Israel brought for all works of the sanctuary, to do those works. And they themselves still continued to donate from those who brought offerings in the morning. 4 And all the wise who were doing the sanctuary work were coming, each one corresponding to his work that they were doing. 5 And he said to Moses, “The people are bringing an abundance for the works that the Lord has commanded to do.” 6 And Moses ordered and proclaimed in the encampment, saying, “Man and woman should no longer work toward the firstfruits of the sanctuary!” And the people were prevented from bringing any more. 7 So their works were sufficient for doing the preparation and they left it behind. 

Making the Priestly Garments

8 aAnd everyone wise among the workers made the garments of the holy things, which were for Aaron the priest, just as the Lord commanded Moses. 

9 And he made the shoulder piece of gold and blue and purple and spun scarlet and twisted fine linen. 10 And the leaves were prepared with gold thread so as to be woven with the blue and the purple and the spun scarlet and with the twisted fine linen; they made it a woven work. 11 The shoulder pieces fastened together at both sides, a woven work, twisted into each other, matching itself. 12 They made it of the same material, from gold and blue and purple and spun scarlet and fine twisted linen, just as the Lord commanded Moses. 

13 And they made both of the emerald stones, intricately fastened together and embroidered all around and carved with a carving of a seal from the names of the sons of Israel. 14 And he placed them on the shoulders of the shoulder piece as memorial stones to the sons of Israel, just as the Lord commanded Moses. 

Making the Oracular Breastpiece

15 And they made an oracle, a woven work, embroidered matching the work of the shoulder piece, of gold and blue and purple and spun scarlet and fine twisted linen. 16 They made the oracle a doubled square, a span in length and a span in width, doubled. 17 And woven cloth was woven with it with precious stones in four rows: a row of stones with sardius and topaz and emerald was the first row. 18 And the second row: carbuncle and sapphire and jasper. 19 And the third row: ligurian stone and agate and amethyst. 20 And the fourth row: topaz and beryl and onyx, set in gold and bound together by gold. 21 And the stones were from the names of the twelve sons of Israel, with their names inscribed, on seals, each one with his own name for the twelve tribes. 

22 And they made plaited fringes on the oracle, a braided work of pure gold. 23 And they made two gold filigrees and two gold rings 24 and placed the two gold rings on each of the outer edges of the oracle. 25 And they placed the braided works of gold on the rings at both upper corners of the oracle. And they placed the two braided works at the two junctures, 26 and they fastened them to the two filigrees, and they attached them at the shoulders of the shoulder piece at opposite positions, toward the front. 27 And they made two gold rings, and they attached them at the two flaps at the top of the oracle and at the top of the back part of the shoulder piece, inside. 28 And they made two gold rings, and they attached them at both shoulder positions of the shoulder piece. 29 And he fastened the oracle with the rings on it to the rings of the shoulder piece, fastened together by woven blue material into the woven cloth of the shoulder piece, so that the oracle would not get loose from the shoulder piece, just as the Lord charged Moses. 

Making the Other Priestly Garments

30 And they made the undergarment under the shoulder piece, a work woven entirely of blue. 31 And the opening of the undergarment in the middle was woven together, having an untearable collar all around its edge. 32 And on the edge of the undergarment below they made something like a pomegranate tree blooming with pomegranates, out of blue and purple and spun scarlet and fine twisted linen. 33 And they made gold bells and attached the bells to the border of the undergarment all around, in between the pomegranates; 34 a gold bell and a pomegranate were on the fringe of the undergarment all around for ministering, just as the Lord charged Moses. 

35 And they made tunics of fine linen, a woven work for Aaron and for his sons, 36 and the caps from fine linen and the headband from fine linen and the undergarments from fine twisted linen, 37 and their sashes from fine linen and blue and purple and spun scarlet yarn, embroiderer’s work, the way the Lord charged Moses. 

38 And they made the gold plate, which was set apart for the sanctuary, of pure gold. 39 And he engraved writings in relief on it, as on a seal: “Holy to the Lord.” 40 And they placed it on the blue hem so that he might place it on the headband from above, the way the Lord prescribed to Moses. 




Construction of the Tent

37 aAnd they made ten curtains for the tent. 2 The length of one curtain was twenty-eight cubits; they were all the same. And the width of one curtain was four cubits. 3 bAnd he made the veil from blue and purple and spun scarlet and twisted fine linen, woven work with cherubim. 4 And they attached it to four pillars that do not deteriorate, overlaid with gold, and their capitals were gold, and their four bases were silver. 5 And they made the veil of the entrance of the tent of testimony out of blue and purple and spun scarlet and twisted fine linen, woven work with cherubim. 6 And they covered their five pillars and the rings and their capitals with gold, and the five bases were of bronze. 

Making the Court of the Tent

7 c And they made the court, with the curtains of the court toward the south from fine twisted linen, one hundred by one hundred cubits, 8 and their twenty pillars and their twenty bases. 9 And the side toward the north, one hundred by one hundred cubits; and the side toward the south, one hundred by one hundred cubits, and their twenty pillars and their twenty bases. 10 And the side toward the sea, the curtains fifty cubits; their ten pillars and their ten bases. 11 And the side facing the sun, curtains of fifty cubits along the backside,d 12 and their three pillars and their three bases. 13 And at the second backside, on this side and the other, beside the entrance of the court, curtains of one hundred and fifty cubits, their pillars three and their bases three. 14 All the curtains of the tent were made out of twisted fine linen. 15 And the bases of their pillars were of bronze and their hooks were of silver and their capitals were overlaid with silver, and the pillars were overlaid with silver, all the pillars of the court. 16 And the veil of the entrance of the court was embroiderer’s work, made of blue and purple and spun scarlet and fine twisted linen, twenty cubits in length and in height, and five cubits in width, the same as for the curtains of the court. 17 And their four pillars and their four bronze bases and their silver hooks and their capitals were overlaid with silver. 18 And these were overlaid with silver, and all the pegs all around the court were of bronze. 

Materials for the Tent

19 And this was the arrangement of the tent of testimony, according to the directions given to Moses, that the service was to be for Levites through Ithamar the son of Aaron, the priest. 20 And Bezalel the son of Uri, from the tribe of Judah, did just as the Lord charged Moses, 21 also Oholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the one who was master workman for the weaving and the embroidery and needle work and weaving with scarlet and with fine linen. 




Making the Ark

38 aAnd Bezalel made the ark. 2 And he gilded it with pure gold inside and outside. 3 And he cast four rings of gold for it, two on one side and two on the second side, 4 wide enough for the carrying poles, to carry it with them. 5 And he made the mercy seat on top of the ark out of gold, 6 and the two cherubim of gold, 7 one cherub on the top of the mercy seat and one cherub on the top of the mercy seat, 8 overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings. 

Making the Table for the Bread of the Presence

9 And he made the table of presentation out of pure gold. 10 And he cast four rings for it, two on one side and two on the second side, wide enough to carry it with the carrying poles in them. 11 And he made the carrying poles for the ark and for the table, and he covered them with gold. 12 And he made the implements for the table, the dishes and the censers and the cups and the libation bowls, by which he will pour in them, with gold. 

Making the Lampstand

13 And he made the gold lampstand, which sends forth light, 14 the stem solid and the branches of the candlesticks coming out of both parts of it. 15 Shoots were coming out of its branches, three out of this side and three out of that side, equal to each other; 16 and their lamps, which are at the tops, almond-like flowers came out of them, and small openings pointing out of them, so that the lamps would be toward them, and the seventh small opening at the top of the small lamp upon the very top was entirely of solid gold; 17 and seven lamps upon it were of gold, and its snuffers were gold, and their oil vessels were gold. 

More Tent Materials

18 This man overlaid the pillars with gold, and he cast the pillar rings of gold, and he gilded the bars with gold and gilded the pillars for the veil with gold, and he made their hooks of gold. 19 This man also made the tent rings of gold and the court rings and rings for stretching out the veil above of bronze. 20 This man cast the capitals of gold for the tent and the capitals of bronze for the door of the tent and the gate of the court, and he made silver hooks for the pillars to place upon the pillars; this man overlaid them with silver. 21 This man made both the pegs for the courtyard of bronze. 22 a This man made the bronze altar from the bronze censers that belonged to the men who rebelled along with the rabble stirred up by Korah. 23 This man made all the implements for the altar and its censer and its base and the bowls and the bronze flesh-hooks. 24 This man made a latticework appendage for the altar below the censer, under it up to the middle of it, and he attached four rings to it from the four parts of the appendage of the bronze altar, its bars wide enough so that they can lift the altar by them. 25 b This man made the holy anointing olive oil and the composition for the fragrant incense, a pure perfumer’s work. 26 c This man made the bronze basin and its base of bronze from the mirrors of the fasting women, who fasted beside the doors of the tent of testimony on the day he set it up. 27 d And he made the basin so that Moses and Aaron and his sons could wash their hands and feet out of it whenever they enter into the tent of testimony or whenever they go to the altar to minister; they will wash themselves from it, just as the Lord charged Moses. 




39 eAll the gold that was employed in the work, throughout the entire production of the holy things, was from the firstfruits of gold, twenty-nine talents and seven hundred and twenty shekels, according to the holy shekel. 2 And the tribute of silver from those men who were numbered from the gathering was a hundred talents and one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five shekels, one drachma per head, half a shekel according to the holy shekel. 3 Every person who passed through the inspection from twenty years and over, up to six hundred thousandf and three thousand five hundred and fifty. 4 And the hundred talents of silver were used for the casting of the hundred capitals for the tent and for the hundred capitals of the veil, 5 a hundred capitals for the hundred talents, a talent for each capital. 6 And they made the one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five shekels into hooks for the pillars, and he gilded their capitals and adorned them. 7 And the brass of the tribute was seventy talents and one thousand five hundred shekels. 8 And from these he made the bases for the entrance of the tent of testimony, 9 and the bases for the gate all around, and the bases for the entrance of the courtyard, and the pegs of the tent and the pegs of the courtyard all around, 10 and the bronze appendage for the altar, and all the implements for the altar, and all the implements of the tent of testimony. 11 And the sons of Israel did just as the Lord had commanded Moses, so they did. 

12 And they made the remaining gold of the tribute into various implements for ministering with them before the Lord. 13 And they made the left over materials, blue material and purple material and scarlet yarn, into ministry garments for Aaron, for ministering in them in the sanctuary. 

Moses Inspects the Tent

14 g And they brought the garments to Moses, and the tent and its various implements and its bases and its bars and its pillars, 15 and the ark of the covenant and its carrying poles, 16 and the altar and all its implements, and the olive oil for anointing, and the incense from the specially compounded ingredients, and the pure lampstand 17 and its lamps, lamps for burning, and the olive oil for the light, 18 and the table of presentation and all its various implements and the bread of presentation, 19 and the holy garments, which were for Aaron, and the garments for his sons for the priestly office, 20 and the curtains for the courtyard, and the pillars and the veil for the door of the tent and for the entrance for the courtyard 21 and all the implements of the tent and all its instruments, and the skins, rams’ skins dyed red, and the veils and curtains of blue skin, and the rest of the coverings, and the pegs and all the instruments that are for the work for the tent of testimony. 22 What the Lord commanded Moses, so the sons of Israel made all the furnishings. 23 And Moses saw all the works, and they had made them the way the Lord had commanded Moses; so they produced these things, and Moses blessed them. 




The Tent Assembled and Furnished

40 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “On the first day of the first month, at the new moon, you shall set up the tent of testimony. 3 And you shall screen off the ark of testimony with the veil. 4 And you shall carry the table in and set its presentation display out, and carry the lampstand in, and set its lamps up. 5 And you shall place the gold altar for burning incense before the ark, and you shall place a covering veil at the door of the tent of testimony. 6 a And you shall place the altar for burnt offerings beside the door of the tent of testimony. And you shall set up all around the tent, and you shall consecrate all its parts all around. 7 And you shall take the anointing olive oil, and you shall anoint the tent and everything in it, and you shall sanctify it and all its implements, and it will be holy. 8 And you shall anoint the altar for the burnt offerings and all its implements, 9 and you shall set aside the altar, and it will be holy of holies. 10 b And you shall bring Aaron and his sons forward to the doors of the tent of testimony, and you shall wash them with water. 11 And you shall clothe Aaron with the sacred garments, and you shall anoint him, and you shall set him apart to minister to me as priest. 12 And you shall bring his sons forward, and you shall clothe them with tunics. 13 And you shall anoint them the way you anointed their father, and they shall serve me as priests. And this will be so that the anointing for priesthood will be theirs for eternity throughout their generations.” 14 And Moses did all the things that the Lord had commanded him; so he did them. 

15 And it happened in the first month in the second year after they came out of Egypt, at the new moon, the tent was erected. 16 And Moses erected the tent and he set the bases in place and installed its stabilizing bars and set up its pillars. 17 And he stretched the curtains out over the tent and he attached the covering of the tent to it on top, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

18 And, taking the testimony, he placed it in the ark and inserted the carrying poles under the ark. 19 And he brought the ark into the tent and he attached the covering of the veil. And he screened off the ark of the testimony, the way the Lord had commanded Moses. 

20 And he set up the table in the tent of testimony on the side of the tent of testimony toward the north, outside of the veil of the tent, 21 and he placed the bread of presentation upon it before the Lord, the way the Lord had commanded Moses. 

22 And he placed the lampstand in the tent of testimony on the side of the tent toward the south. 23 And he set its lamps in place before the Lord, the way the Lord had commanded Moses. 

24 And he placed the gold altar in the tent of testimony in front of the veil. 25 And he sacrificed the incense of the composition upon it, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

26 And he set up the altar for the burnt offerings at the entrance of the tent, 27 and he set up the court area all around the tent and the altar; and Moses completed all the works. 

The Glory of the Lord

28 And the cloud enveloped the tent of testimony, and the tent was filled with the glory of the Lord. 29 And Moses was unable to enter the tent of testimony because the cloud was overshadowing it, and the tent was filled with the glory of the Lord. 30 But whenever the cloud lifted from the tent, the sons of Israel journeyed, taking along their goods. 31 And if the cloud did not go up, they did not set out until the day when the cloud lifted. 32 For the cloud was upon the tent by day, and fire was upon it by night, in the presence of all Israel during all their travels. 





LEVITICUS




The Burnt Offering

1 And the Lord called Moses and spoke to him from the tent of testimony, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them: ‘If any person from among you presents a gift for the Lord, then you will present your gift from the livestock and from the ox and from the sheep. 

3 “ ‘If his gift is a whole burnt offering from among the oxen, he will offer an unblemished male. He will bring it to the gate of the tent of testimony as an acceptable offering to him before the Lord. 4 And he will place his hand on the head of the approved burnt offering for himself in order to make atonement for him. 5 And they will slay the young bull in the presence of the Lord and the sons of Aaron, the priests. They will present its blood, and they will pour its blood out all around and against the altar that is beside the entrances of the tent of testimony. 6 And when they have flayed the whole burnt offering, they will cut it into pieces according to its limbs. 7 And the sons of Aaron, the priests, will place fire on the altar and pile wood on the fire. 8 And the sons of Aaron, the priests, will pile up the divided parts of the sacrifice and its head and its fat on top of the wood that is on the fire, which is on top of the altar. 9 And they will wash its internal organs and its feet with water. And the priests will place everything on the altar. It is a burnt offering, a sacrifice, a sweet-smelling odor to the Lord. 

10 “ ‘And if his gift to the Lord is from the sheep or from the lambs or the young kids, he will present an unblemished male for a whole burnt offering. And he will place his hand on its head. 11 And they shall slay it on the sides of the altar facing the north, in the presence of the Lord. And the sons of Aaron, the priests, will pour out its blood against the altar all around. 12 And they will divide it according to its limbs and its head and the fat. And the priests will pile them up on the wood that is on the fire, which is on the altar. 13 And they will wash its entrails and its feet with water, and the priest will present everything and will place it on the altar. It is a burnt offering, a sacrifice, a sweet-smelling odor to the Lord. 

14 “ ‘If you present a burnt offering from the birds as a gift to the Lord, then he will bring his gift from the turtledoves or from the pigeons. 15 And the priest will bring it to the altar and wring off its head. And the priest will place it on the altar and squeeze out its blood onto the base of the altar. 16 And he will remove the crop together with its feathers and cast it away along the side of the altar toward the east, onto the place for the ashes. 17 And he will break it off from the wings but not divide it, and the priest will place it on the altar, on the wood that is on the fire. It is a burnt offering, a sacrifice, a sweet-smelling odor to the Lord.’ ” 




The Grain Offering

2 “ ‘And when a person presents a gift as a sacrifice to the Lord, his gift will be fine wheat flour, and he will pour olive oil on it, and he will place frankincense on it; it is a sacrifice. 2 And then he will take it to the sons of Aaron, the priests, and when the priest has taken a handful from it, full of the fine wheat flour together with olive oil, and all of its frankincense, then the priest will place its memorial portion on the altar, a sacrifice, a sweet-smelling odor unto the Lord. 3 The remaining share of the sacrifice belongs to Aaron and his sons; a holy of holies from the offerings of the Lord. 

4 “ ‘And if someone presents a grain offering as a sacrifice baked from frankincense, a gift to the Lord made from fine wheat flour, he shall bring unleavened cakes kneaded with olive oil and unleavened thin broad cakes, basted all over with olive oil. 5 And when your gift is a sacrifice from a baking tray, it is fine wheat flour kneaded with olive oil, unleavened. 6 And you shall break it into pieces and pour olive oil on it; it is a sacrifice to the Lord. 7 And if it is a sacrifice from a hearth, your gift shall be prepared with olive oil. 8 And then he will bring his sacrifice, which he has prepared from these various offerings to the Lord, and he will bring it to the priest. And when he has approached the altar, 9 the priest will take some of the offering as its memorial portion. And the priest will place it on the altar, a burnt offering, a sweet-smelling odor to the Lord. 10 And what is left over from the sacrifice is for Aaron and his sons, a holy of holies from the burnt offerings of the Lord. 11 You will not make any sacrifice that you present to the Lord with leaven, for you will not offer any leaven or any honey from it as a burnt sacrifice to the Lord. 12 You will offer them to the Lord as a gift of firstfruits, but they will not be presented on the altar as a sweet-smelling odor to the Lord. 13 Every sacrifice gift of yours will be flavored with salt; you will not keep back the salt of the Lord’s covenant from your gifts. You will present salt to the Lord your God on each of your offerings. 

14 “ ‘And if you present a sacrifice of firstfruits to the Lord, tender, newly roasted grain, hulled kernels ground for the Lord, so you will offer the sacrifice of the firstfruits. 15 And you will pour olive oil over it, and you will place frankincense on it; it is a sacrifice. 16 And the priest will offer its memorial portion taken from the hulled ground kernels together with its olive oil and all its frankincense; it is a burnt offering to the Lord.’ ” 




The Peace Offering

3 “ ‘If his gift is a sacrifice of peace to the Lord, if he brings it forward from his oxen, whether male or female, he shall bring an unblemished animal before the Lord. 2 Then he will place his hands on the head of the gift and slaughter it before the Lord beside the entrances of the tent of testimony. Then the sons of Aaron, the priests, will pour out its blood all around and against the altar of the whole burnt offerings. 3 And they will bring a burnt offering to the Lord from the sacrifice of peace, the fat that is covering the belly—indeed, all the fat that is over the belly. 4 And he will remove the two kidneys along with the fat that is attached to them, that is at the loins, and the lobe that is on the liver, together with the kidneys. 5 And so the sons of Aaron, the priests, will present these items on the altar on the whole burnt offerings, on the wood that is on the fire on the altar; it is a burnt offering, a sweet-smelling odor to the Lord. 

6 “ ‘If his gift is from the sheep, male or female, he shall bring it without blemish as a sacrifice of peace to the Lord. 7 If he presents a lamb as his gift, he will present it before the Lord. 8 Then he will place his hands on the head of his gift and will slaughter it beside the entrances of the tent of testimony. Then the sons of Aaron, the priests, will pour its blood out on the altar all around. 9 And he will bring a burnt offering to God from the sacrifice of peace, the fat and the loins without blemish. He will remove it along with the muscles of the loins and the fat of the belly. 10 And both of the kidneys, and the fat that is on them on the thighs, and the lobe that is on the liver with the kidneys, when he has stripped these off, 11 the priest will offer them up on the altar as a sweet-smelling odor, a burnt offering to the Lord. 

12 “ ‘But if his gift is from the goats, then he will present it before the Lord. 13 And he will place his hands on its head, and they shall slaughter it in the presence of the Lord at the entrances of the tent of testimony, and the sons of Aaron, the priests, will pour the blood out on the altar all around. 14 And he will offer up from it a burnt offering to the Lord, the fat covering up the belly and all the fat that is attached to the belly. 15 And he will remove both of the kidneys and all the fat that is on them, that is on the loins, and the lobe of the liver together with the kidneys. 16 And the priest will offer a burnt offering on the altar as a sweet-smelling odor to the Lord; all the fat goes to the Lord. 17 This is a law for eternity throughout your generations and in all your dwelling places; you will not eat any fat or any blood.’ ” 




The Sin Offering

4 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘When a person sins before the Lord unintentionally with respect to the ordinances of the Lord, that is not binding to do, but does one of them; 3 if the anointed high priest sins so that the people sins, and for his sin that he has committed he will present an unblemished young bull from among the bulls to the Lord about his sin. 4 And he will present the young bull at the entrance of the tent of testimony before the Lord and place his hand on the head of the young bull in the presence of the Lord and slaughter the young bull before the Lord. 5 And after taking some of the blood of the young bull, the anointed priest, whose hands have been ratified, will carry it on the tent of testimony. 6 And the priest will dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle some of the blood seven times down along the holy veil before the Lord. 7 And the priest will place some of the blood of the young bull on the horns of the altar for the incense of composition, the altar before the Lord that is located inside the tent of testimony. And he will pour out all the young bull’s blood at the base of the altar for whole burnt offerings, which is located at the entrance of the tent of testimony. 8 And he will remove all the fat of the young bull from it for the sin offering, the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails. 9 And the two kidneys and the fat that is attached to them and that is located on the loins, and the lobe that is on the liver, together with the kidneys, he will remove it all, 10 the way you remove it from the young bull, the sacrifice of peace offering. The priest shall offer it up on the burnt offering altar. 11 Also the skin of the young bull and all its flesh together with the head and the extremities and the belly and the dung, 12 and they will carry the whole young bull outside the encampment to a clean place, where they will pour out the ashes and will burn it on wood with fire; it will be burned up at the outflow of the ashes. 

13 “ ‘And if the entire community of Israel is unintentionally ignorant, and the matter escapes the eyes of the congregation, and they do one of all of the commandments of the Lord that shall not be done and they go astray, 14 and the sin, which they sinned by it, becomes known to them, then for their sin the community will lead in an unblemished young bull from the herd and lead it forward up to the entrances of the tent of testimony. 15 And the elders of the congregation will place their hands on the head of the young bull before the Lord, and they shall slaughter the young bull in the presence of the Lord. 16 And the anointed priest will carry some of the blood of the young bull into the tent of testimony. 17 And the priest will dip his finger into the blood of the young bull and sprinkle it seven times before the Lord in front of the veil of the holy place. 18 And the priest will place some of the blood on the horns of the altar of the incense of the composition, which is before the Lord, which is inside the tent of testimony. Then he will pour out all of the blood at the base of the altar of burnt offerings that are at the entrance of the tent of testimony. 19 And he will remove all the fat from it and will offer it up on the altar. 20 And he will do to the young bull the way he did to the sin offering bull, so it will be done, and the priest will make atonement for them, and the sin will be forgiven for them. 21 And they will carry the young bull outside of the encampment, and they will burn the young bull the way they burned the first young bull; it is a sin offering of the assembly. 

22 “ ‘And if a ruler sins and unintentionally does one of all of the commandments of the Lord their God that shall not be done, and sins and commits a trespass, 23 and his sin, which he has sinned by it, becomes known to him, and he will bring his gift, a young he-goat from the goats, an unblemished male. 24 And he will place his hand on the head of the he-goat, and they shall slaughter it in the location where they slaughter the whole burnt offerings before the Lord; it is a sin offering. 25 Then the priest will put some of the blood of the sin offering on his finger on the horns of the altar for whole burnt offerings, and he will pour all of its blood out at the base of the altar for burnt offerings. 26 And he will offer up all its fat on the altar, just as with the fat of the sacrifice of peace offering; and the priest will make atonement for him from his sin, and it will be forgiven for him. 

27 “ ‘And if one person from the people of the land sins unintentionally by doing one of all the commandments of the Lord which shall not be done and commits a trespass, 28 and his sin, which he has sinned by it, becomes known to him, then he will bring a she-goat from the goats; he will bring an unblemished female for his sin, which he has sinned. 29 And he will place his hand on the head of his sin offering, and they shall slaughter the she-goat for sin in the place where they slaughter the whole burnt offerings. 30 And the priest will take some of its blood on his finger and will put it on the horns of the altar for the burnt offerings; then he will pour all of its blood out at the base of the altar. 31 And he will remove all the fat the way he removes the fat from a sacrifice of peace, and the priest will offer it up on the altar as a sweet-smelling odor to the Lord, and the priest will make atonement for him, and it will be forgiven him. 

32 “ ‘But if he presents a sheep as his gift for a sin offering, he will bring it as an unblemished female. 33 And he will place his hand on the head of the sin offering, and they shall slaughter it in a place where they slaughter the whole burnt offerings. 34 And the priest, taking some of the blood of the sin offering on his finger, will put it on the horns of the altar for whole burnt offering, and he will pour out all of the blood at the base of the altar for the whole burnt offering. 35 And he will remove all its fat the way the fat of the sheep is removed from the sacrifice of peace, and the priest will place it on the altar on the whole burnt offering of the Lord, and the priest will make atonement for him about the sin that he committed, and it will be forgiven for him.’ ” 




The Trespass Offering

5 “ ‘And if someone sins and hears the sound of an oath, and this witness either has seen or is aware of it, if he does not speak out, he will incur guilt. 2 Or a person, whoever touches any unclean thing, either a carcass of an animal or something killed by an unclean wild beast or the carcasses of dead animals or unclean things that are abominable or carcasses of unclean livestock, 3 or someone touches something unclean to humans, of any kind of human uncleanness, which he becomes polluted from touching it, and yet he is not aware of it, but after this he becomes aware of it, and he has committed a trespass. 4 Or a lawless person who with his lips orders to do ill or to do good, corresponding to anything the person orders with an oath, and it escapes him before his eyes, and this person knows and sins concerning any one of these matters—5 and he will openly declare his sin concerning whatever he has sinned throughout that sin. 6 And for what he trespassed against the Lord, for the sin which he sinned, he will bring a female from the sheep, a lamb or a she-goat from the goats for his sin offering, and the priest will make atonement for him concerning his sin that he committed, and the sin will be forgiven for him. 7 But if his hand is not strongenough for a sheep, he will bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the Lord concerning his sin that he sinned, one for his sin offering and one for a whole burnt offering. 8 And he will bring them to the priest, and the priest will bring them forward for the sin offering. And the priest will wring off its head from its neck, but will not divide its body. 9 And he will sprinkle some of the blood for the sin offering on the side of the altar, and he will squeeze out the remaining blood onto the base of the altar, for it is a sin offering. 10 And he will treat the second as a whole burnt offering, as is prescribed, and the priest will make atonement for his sin that he committed, and it will be forgiven for him. 

11 “ ‘But if his hand does not find a pair of turtledoves or two pigeon nestlings, then he will bring as his gift, regarding whatever he committed, a tenth of an ephah of fine wheat flour for a sin offering; he will not pour olive oil on it, nor will he place frankincense on it, because it is for a sin offering. 12 And he will bring it to the priest. And the priest, having taken a handful from it, will place a memorial on the altar for the burnt offerings; it is a sin offering to the Lord. 13 And the priest will make atonement for him concerning his sin that he sinned against one of these, and it will be forgiven for him. And the portion left over will be for the priest, a sacrifice of fine wheat flour.’ ” 

The Guilt Offering

14 And then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 15 “A person, when it escapes him by forgetfulness, and he sins inadvertently from the holy things of the Lord, and he will bring his offering to the Lord, an unblemished ram from among the sheep; its monetary value (by the shekel of the sanctuary) by which he trespassed. 16 And what he sinned against from the holy things, he shall repay it, and he will add a fifth more to it, and he will give it to the priest. And the priest will make atonement for him with the ram of the trespass, and it will be forgiven for him. 

17 “And the person who sins and does one of any of the commandments of the Lord that it is not binding to do, and he does not know, and he trespassed and takes the sin, 18 and he will bring an unblemished ram from the sheep of the value of silver, for a trespass to the priest. And the priest will make atonement for him for his ignorance, which he was unaware of, and he himself did not know; and it will be forgiven for him. 19 For he has tresspassed a tresspass before the Lord.” 




6 aAnd the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Whenever a person sins and with disregard overlooks the commandments of the Lord, and lies in matters concerning his neighbor with a deposit or about communion or plunder, or he deals unjustly regarding something with his neighbor, 3 or finds something lost and lies about it, and swears unrighteously about any one of all the things a person may do, so as to sin in these things; 4 and it will be whenever someone sins and trespasses, and he will return the plunder that he plundered, or his ill-gotten thing that he acquired unjustly, or the deposit that was deposited with him, or the lost item that he found, 5 of anything that he swore falsely about, and he will repay the sum total, and he will add a fifth to it; whosever it is, he will repay him on the day he is refuted. 6 And for his trespass, he will bring a ram to the Lord from the flock, unblemished, of value, for what he trespassed against him. 7 And the priest will make atonement for him in the presence of the Lord, and it will be forgiven for him for one of all the things that he did and tresspassed against him.” 

The Burnt Offering

8 b And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 9 “Charge Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the law of the whole burnt offering, that is the whole burnt offering on its burning on the altar during the entire night until morning, and the fire of the altar will burn on it; it will not be extinguished. 10 And the priest will wear a linen tunic, and he will wear linen undergarments around his body, and he will remove the ashes of the burnt sacrifice which the fire has consumed (the whole burnt offering) from the altar and will place them next to the altar. 11 And he will take off his garment and will put on a different garment, and he will carry the ashes of the burnt sacrifice to a clean place outside the encampment. 12 And the fire on the altar will be lit from it, and it will not be extinguished. And the priest will burn wood on it in the morning and will arrange the burnt offering on it, and he will place the fat of the peace offering on it. 13 And the fire will burn on the altar forever; it will not be extinguished.’ ” 

The Grain Offering

14 “ ‘This is the law of the sacrifice, which the sons of Aaron will bring before the Lord, before the altar; 15 and he will remove some of it with his hand from the fine wheat flour of the sacrifice along with its olive oil and along with its frankincense, which are on the sacrifice; and he will offer a burnt offering on the altar, a sweet-smelling odor, its memorial to the Lord. 16 And Aaron and his sons will eat whatever is left over from it. It will be eaten unleavened in a holy place; they will eat it in the court of the tent of testimony. 17 It will not be baked with leaven. I have granted a portion of it to them from the burnt offerings of the Lord, a holy of holies, just like the sin offering and just like the trespass offering. 18 Every male of the priests will eat it. It is an eternal law throughout your generations from the burnt offerings of the Lord; anyone who touches them will be holy.’ ” 

19 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 20 “This is the gift of Aaron and his sons, which they will present to the Lord on the day you anoint him: the tenth of an ephah of fine wheat flour for sacrifice always, half of it early in the morning and half of it during the evening. 21 It will be prepared on a baking tray with olive oil; he will bring it kneaded and rolled, a sacrifice of pieces, a sacrifice, a sweet-smelling odor to the Lord. 22 The priest, the one of his sons anointed in his place, will present it. An eternal law: The entirety will be consumed. 23 And every sacrifice by a priest will be wholly burnt, and it will not be eaten.” 

The Sin Offering

24 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 25 “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘This is the law of the sin offering: In a place where they slaughter the whole burnt offering, they shall slaughter the animals for the sin offering before the Lord; they are holy of holies. 26 The priest who offers it will eat it; it will be eaten in a holy place, in the court of the tent of testimony. 27 Everyone who touches its flesh will become holy, and whoever is sprinkled on his garment from its blood, whoever was sprinkled from it, will be washed in a sacred place. 28 And the earthen vessel in which it was boiled will be broken; and if it was boiled in a brass instrument, he shall rub it out and wash it thoroughly with water. 29 Every male of the priests will eat them; they are holy of holies to the Lord. 30 And everything that is concerning the sin offering, whatever was brought from any of their blood into the tent of testimony to make atonement in the sanctuary, will not be eaten; it will be burned to ashes in the fire.’ ” 

The Trespass Offering

31 a “ ‘And this is the law of the ram concerning the trespass offering; it is holy of holies. 32 In the place where they slaughter the whole burnt offering, they will slaughter the ram of the trespass in the presence of the Lord, and he will pour out the blood on the base of the altar all around. 33 He will offer all its fat from it, and the loins, and all the fat that covers up the entrails, and all the fat that is on the entrails, 34 and the two kidneys and the fat that is on them; what is on the thighs and the lobe on the liver along with the kidneys, he will remove them. 35 And the priest will offer them on the altar as a burnt offering for the Lord; it is a trespass offering. 36 Every male of the priests will eat them; they will eat them in a holy place, they are holy of holies. 37 Just like what concerns the sin offering, so is the one of trespass. One law of them: the priest, whoever makes atonement, it shall be his. 38 The priest who offers a whole burnt offering for a person, the skin of the sacrifice of a burnt offering that he himself offers shall be his. 39 And every offering that will be made in the oven and every one that will be made on a hearth or on a griddle, the priest who offers it, it is his. 40 And every offering mixed with olive oil or unmixed, shall belong to all the sons of Aaron, to each one equally.’ ” 




The Peace Offering

7 “ ‘This is the ritual for the offering of peace, which they will offer up to the Lord. 2 If he offers it for praise, then with the praise offering you shall offer up loaves from fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil, unleavened wafers smeared with olive oil, and fine wheat flour mixed with olive oil. 3 In addition to the leavened loaves, he shall offer his gifts in addition to the peace offering of thanksgiving. 4 And he will bring one of all of his gifts, a tribute for the Lord. To the priest who pours out the blood of the peace offering, it will be his. 5 And the meat of an offering of peace for praise, it will be his, and it shall be eaten on the day it is presented; they shall not leave any of it until the morning. 6 But if he offers a vow or a freewill offering as his gift, whatever day he presents his offering, it must be eaten on the next day. 7 And whatever remains of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burned up in fire. 8 But if he, eating, eats some of the meat on the third day, it shall not be acceptable for the one who himself offers it. It will not count for him; it is pollution. But whichever person eats some of it will take his sin. 9 And whatever meat touches any impure thing shall not be eaten; it shall be burned up by fire. Any clean person can eat the remaining meat. 10 And whichever person eats some of the meat of the sacrifice of peace, which is for the Lord, and his uncleanness is on him, that person will be destroyed from his people. 11 And any person who touches any impure thing, whether from the impurity of a human or any impure four-footed animal or any impure abomination, and eats some of the meat of the offering of peace, which is for the Lord, that person will be destroyed from his people.’ ” 

Fat and Blood Not to Be Eaten

12 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 13 “Speak to the sons of Israel: ‘You shall not eat any fat of oxen or of sheep or of goats. 14 And the fat of a dead animal or of an animal killed by wild beasts may be used for any work, but it will not be eaten for food. 15 Anyone who eats fat from the livestock, from which he will offer from them a burnt offering of the Lord, that person will be wiped out from his people. 16 You shall not eat any blood in any land of your settlements, whether from birds or from livestock. 17 Every person who eats blood, that person will be destroyed from his people.’ ” 

The Portion for the Priests

18 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 19 “You will speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘The one who is presenting a sacrifice of peace to the Lord will bring his gift to the Lord and from the sacrifice of peace offerings. 20 His hands will present the burnt offerings to the Lord. The fat that is on the breast and the lobe of the liver, he will bring them in order to present them as a gift before the Lord. 21 And the priest will offer up the fat on the altar, but the breast shall be for Aaron, and it shall be for his sons. 22 And you will provide the right shoulder to the priest, choice portions from among the sacrifices of your peace offerings. 23 The one of the sons of Aaron who presents the blood of the peace offering and the fat, the right shoulder will be his share. 24 For I have taken the breast of the wave offering and the shoulder of the separated offering from the sons of Israel, from the sacrifices of your peace offering, and I have given them to Aaron the priest and to his sons, a perpetual law from the sons of Israel.’ ” 

25 This is the anointing of Aaron and the anointing of his sons from the burnt offerings of the Lord on the day he brought them to serve as priests to the Lord; 26 just as the Lord commanded them to give that day, he anointed them from the sons of Israel, an eternal law throughout their generations. 27 This is the instruction for the burnt offerings and for sacrifice and for the sin offering and for the trespass offering and for the ordination of the priests and for the sacrifice of the peace offering, 28 the way the Lord commanded Moses on the mountain of Sinai that day he charged the sons of Israel to bring their gifts before the Lord in the wilderness of Sinai. 




The Anointing of Aaron and His Sons

8 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Take Aaron and his sons and his garments and the oil for anointing and the young bull with respect to the sin offering and the two rams and the basket of unleavened bread, 3 and convene the entire congregation at the entrance of the tent of testimony.” 4 And Moses did the way the Lord had charged him and summoned the congregation at the entrance of the tent of testimony. 5 And Moses said to the congregation, “This is the matter; this is what the Lord charged us to do.” 6 And Moses brought Aaron and his sons and cleansed them with water. 7 And he clothed him with a tunic and girded him with a sash and clothed him with an undergarment and placed the shoulder piece on him and put a girdle on him, made according to the fabrication and workmanship of the shoulder piece, and he fastened him in it. 8 And he placed on him the oraclea and placed in the oracle the Unveiling and the Truth.b 9 And he placed the headband on his head and attached to the headband, on the front of it, a thin plate of gold, consecrated and holy, the way the Lord had charged Moses. 10 And Moses took some of the olive oil for anointing, 11 and he sprinkled it on the altar seven times, and he anointed the altar and consecrated it and all of its various implements, and the basin and its base. And he consecrated them; and he anointed the tabernacle and all the items in it, and he consecrated it. 12 And Moses poured some of the oil for anointing on the head of Aaron and anointed him and consecrated him. 13 And Moses brought forward the sons of Aaron and clothed them with tunics and girded them with sashes, and he placed turbans around them, just like the Lord charged Moses. 14 And Moses brought forward the young bull for the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons placed their hands on the head of the young bull for the sin offering. 15 And he slaughtered it, and Moses took some of the blood and placed it on the horns of the altar, all around, with his finger, and he cleansed the altar. And he poured the blood on the base of the altar, and he consecrated it for making atonement on it. 16 And Moses took all the fat on the entrails and lobe from the liver and both of the kidneys and the fat on them, and Moses offered them up on the altar. 17 And the young bull and its skin and its flesh and its excrement, he burned them with fire outside the encampment the way the Lord charged Moses. 18 And Moses brought forward the ram for a whole burnt offering. And Aaron and his sons placed their hands on the head of the ram. 19 Then Moses slaughtered the ram, and Moses poured its blood on the altar all around. 20 And he divided up the ram by its limbs, and Moses offered up its head and its limbs and its fat. 21 And he washed the belly and its feet with water, and Moses offered the whole ram on the altar, a whole burnt offering, which is for a sweet-smelling odor; it is a burnt offering to the Lord, just as the Lord charged Moses. 22 And Moses brought the second ram, a ram for ordination. And Aaron and his sons placed their hands on the head of the ram. 23 And he slaughtered the ram, and Moses took some of its blood and put it on the lobe of Aaron’s right ear and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot. 24 And Moses brought the sons of Aaron, and Moses placed some of the blood on the lobes of their right ears and on the thumbs of their right hands and on the great toes of their right feet. And Moses poured its blood on the altar all around. 25 And he took the fat and the loins and the fat on the belly, and the lobe of the liver and the two kidneys and the fat on them, and the right shoulder. 26 And he took one loaf without leaven from the basket of the ordination, which is before the Lord, and one loaf with olive oil and a thin broad cake and placed it on the fat and placed it on the right shoulder. 27 And he placed them all together on the hands of Aaron and on the hands of his sons and offered them as choice designated offerings before the Lord. 28 And Moses took them from their hands, and Moses offered them up on the altar, on the whole burnt offering for the ordination, which is a sweet-smelling odor; it is a burnt offering to the Lord. 29 Then Moses, after taking the breast, took it away as a raised offering before the Lord, from the ram for the ordination. And it belonged to Moses as his share, just as the Lord charged Moses. 30 And Moses took some of the anointing oil and some of the blood on the altar and sprinkled them on Aaron and his garments and his sons and the garments of his sons along with him. 31 And Moses spoke to Aaron and his sons: “Boil the flesh within the court of the tent of testimony in a holy place, and there you will eat it and the loaves in the basket for the ordination, the way it was prescribed to me, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons will eat these things.’ 32 And that which is left over of the meat and of the bread shall be burned up by fire. 33 And you shall not go out of the entrance of the tent of testimony for seven days, until the time of your fulfillment is fulfilled, for he will complete your ordination in seven days, 34 just as he did on this day on which the Lord commanded to do, in order to make atonement for you. 35 And you will remain at the entrance of the tent of testimony for seven days, day and night. You shall carefully keep the obligations of the Lord, so that you do not die, for so the Lord God commanded me.” 36 And Aaron and his sons did all the words that the Lord commanded Moses. 




The Beginning of the Priestly Ministry

9 And it happened on the eighth day, Moses summoned Aaron and his sons and the council of elders of Israel. 2 And Moses said to Aaron, “Take yourself a tender little calf from the herd for a sin offering, and a ram without blemish for a whole burnt offering, and bring them into the presence of the Lord. 3 And speak to the council of elders of Israel, saying, ‘Take one young he-goat from the goats for a sin offering and a little calf and a lamb, each a year old, for presentation as a whole burnt offering, without blemish, 4 and a young bull and a ram for a sacrifice of peace before the Lord, and take fine wheat flour kneaded with olive oil, because the Lord will appear among you today.’ ” 5 And they took them to the front of the tent of testimony as Moses had commanded. And the entire congregation approached, and they stood in the presence of the Lord. 6 And Moses said, “This is the word that the Lord spoke: ‘Do this and the glory of the Lord will appear among you.’ ” 7 And Moses said to Aaron, “Approach the altar and make your sin offering and your whole burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and your household, and present the gifts of the people and make atonement for them,” just as the Lord charged Moses. 

8 And Aaron approached the altar and slaughtered the little calf for his sin offering. 9 And the sons of Aaron brought the blood to him, and he dipped his finger into the blood and placed it on the horns of the altar. And he poured the blood out on the base of the altar. 10 And the fat and the kidneys and the lobe of the liver with respect to the sin offering, he offered them up on the altar, the way the Lord charged Moses. 11 Then he burned the flesh and the skin by fire outside the encampment. 12 And he slaughtered the whole burnt offering. And the sons of Aaron also brought the blood to him, and he poured it on the altar all around. 13 And the whole burnt offering, they brought it out by its pieces, them and the head, and placed them on the altar. 14 And he washed the belly and the feet with water and placed them on the whole burnt offering on the altar. 

15 And he brought the offering of the people and took the young he-goat as the sin offering for the people. And he slaughtered it just like the first one, too. 16 And he brought the whole burnt offering and offered it as is proper. 17 And he brought the sacrifice and filled his hands with some of it and placed that on the altar, separate from the early morning whole burnt offering. 18 And he slaughtered the young bull and the ram, the offering of peace for the people. And the sons of Aaron brought the blood to him, and he poured it toward the altar all around; 19 and he took the fat from the young bull and from the ram, the loins, and the fat on the belly and the two kidneys, and the fat on them, and the lobe on the liver. 20 And he placed the fat parts on the breast and sent up the fat parts on the altar. 21 And Aaron took away the breast and the right shoulder as a choice sacrifice in the presence of the Lord, the way the Lord commanded Moses. 

22 And when Aaron had lifted up his hands over the people, he blessed them, and he came down after performing the sin offering and the whole burnt offerings and the offerings of peace. 23 And Moses and Aaron entered the tent of testimony, and after they had come out, they blessed all the people, and the glory of the Lord appeared there to all the people. 24 And fire from the Lord came out and consumed the things on the altar, both the whole burnt offerings and the fat parts. And all the people saw and were astonished, and they fell forward on their faces. 




Nadab and Abihu

10 And the two sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, each one taking up his censer, placed fire on it and added incense to it. And they presented unauthorized fire before the Lord, which the Lord had not designated for them. 2 And fire came forth from the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord. 3 And Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord said, saying, ‘When anyone approaches me, I will be reverenced as holy, and among all the congregation I will be honored.’ ” And Aaron was severely pained. 4 And Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Uzziel, sons of the brother of the father of Aaron, and spoke to them: “Come forward and take away your brothers outside the encampment, away from the holy things.” 5 And they came forward. And they were carried outside the encampment by their garments, the way Moses had said. 6 And Moses spoke to Aaron and Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons who remained alive, “Do not remove the turban from your head and do not tear your garments, so that you do not die and there be wrath on the entire congregation. Your brothers, all the household of Israel, will weep because of the burning, which they were burned by the Lord. 7 And you shall not go out of the entrance of the tent of testimony, so that you do not die, for the oil of anointing, that which is from the Lord, is on you.” And they did according to the instruction of Moses. 

8 And then the Lord spoke to Aaron, saying, 9 “Do not drink wine and strong drink, you and your sons with you, when you enter into the tent of testimony or when you advance toward the altar, and you will certainly not die. This is a perpetual law throughout your generations: 10 to discern between the holy and unholy, and between the unclean and clean. 11 And you will instruct the sons of Israel concerning all the laws that the Lord spoke to them through the hand of Moses.” 

12 And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron who remained, “Take the sacrifice left over from the burnt offerings for the Lord and eat them with unleavened bread beside the altar; it is holy of holies. 13 And you will eat it in a holy place; indeed, it is an eternal law for you. And this is a law to your sons from the burnt offerings for the Lord, for so it has been charged to me. 14 But you will eat the breast of the portion separated out and the shoulder of the raised offering in a holy place, you and your sons and your household along with you, for it was given as a law to you and as a law to your sons from the sacrifices of peace of the sons of Israel. 15 They will bring the shoulder of the raised offering and the breast of the portion separated out on the burnt offerings of the fat as a separate offering to set aside before the Lord, and it will be a perpetual law to you and to your sons and to your daughters along with you,” the way the Lord charged Moses. 

16 And the young he-goat, the one Moses diligently sought as the sin offering, it also had been burned up! And Moses was angry toward Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron, who remained alive, saying, 17 “Why did you not eat what is for sin in a holy place? Because, indeed, it is holy of holies, this which he gave you to eat, in order that you may remove the guilt of the congregation and make atonement for them before the Lord. 18 For its blood was not brought into the sanctuary. You will eat it face-to-face inside, in a holy place, the way the Lord commanded me.” 19 But Aaron responded to Moses, saying, “If they have brought offerings for their sin and their whole burnt offerings before the Lord today, and these things have happened to me, and I had eaten of those offerings for sin today, it would have not been pleasing to the Lord!” 20 And Moses heard, and it satisfied him. 




Clean and Unclean Animals

11 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “Instruct the sons of Israel, saying, ‘These are the livestock that you will eat from the livestock that live on the land. 3 Every animal that divides its hoof, and its hoof is divided in two cloven hoofs, and brings up its cud, these you shall eat among the animals. 4 But of these you shall not eat of those that bring up the cud and from those that divide their hoofs and separate their hoofs: the camel, for it brings up its cud but does not divide the hoof—this is unclean to you; 5 and the hare, for this one brings up its cud and it does not divide its hoof—this is unclean to you; 6 and the coney, because this one brings up its cud and it does not divide its hoof—this is unclean to you; 7 and the pig, because this one divides its hoof and does divide its claws at the hoof, and this one does bring not up a cud—this is unclean to you. 8 You shall not eat their flesh, and you shall not touch their carcasses; these animals are unclean to you. 

9 “ ‘And these are what you will eat of all those in the waters: All that have fins and scales on them, in the waters and in the seas and in the streams—these you will eat. 10 And all that do not have fins or scales on them, in the water or in the seas or in the streams, from all of the things the water teems with and of any kind of living being that is in the water—it is an abomination. 11 And they will be an abomination for you; you shall not eat from their flesh, and you will consider their carcasses an abomination. 12 And whatever does not have fins and scales on them, of those things in the water, this is an abomination to you. 

13 “ ‘And these are the animals that you will consider an abomination from the birds, and they will not be eaten; they are an abomination: the eagle and the griffin and the sea-eagle, 14 and the vulture and the kite and the birds resembling it; 15 and the sparrow and the owl and the seagull and the birds resembling it; 16 and the hawk and the birds resembling it; 17 and the horned owl and cormorant and the ibis, 18 and the water-hen and pelican and the swan, 19 and the little owl and the heron and plover and the birds resembling it; and the hoopoe and the bat. 

20 “ ‘And all of the winged creatures that creep, that go on four feet, they are an abomination to you. 21 But you may eat of these: of the creeping winged creatures that move on four feet, which have legs up from its feet to hop by along the ground. 22 And of them you may eat these: the locust and its like; and the bald locust and its like; and the swarming locust and its like; and the snake fightera and its like. 23 Every creeping thing of the winged creatures that is four footed is an abomination to you. 

24 “ ‘And you will be polluted by these things; anyone who touches their carcasses is unclean until evening. 25 And anyone who picks up their carcasses will wash their garments and will be unclean until evening. 26 And among all the livestock, that which is dividing the hoof and pares the paws but does not chew the cud, they will be unclean to you. Anyone who touches their carcasses will be unclean until evening. 27 And every animal that moves along by its front feet among all the wild animals that move on four feet, it will be unclean to you. Every person that touches their carcasses will be unclean until evening. 28 And the one who picks up their carcasses will wash his garments and will be unclean until evening; these animals are unclean to you. 

29 “ ‘And of the creeping things that are on the earth, these are unclean to you: the weasel and the mouse and the lizard that goes on dry land; 30 and the field mouse and the chameleon and the gecko and the lizard and the mole. 31 Of all the creeping things that are on the earth, these are unclean to you. Everyone who touches their dead bodies will be unclean until evening. 32 And when they are dead, anything on which something from them falls will be unclean, from any wood vessel or garment or skin vessel or of sackcloth. Any vessel, no matter what work is done with it, will be dipped into water and will be unclean until evening, and then it will be clean. 33 And any clay vessel into which any of these animals falls, whatever is inside will be unclean, and it will be broken. 34 And any food that is consumed, into which water comes on it, will be unclean, and any drink that is drunk in any vessel will be unclean. 35 And anything that falls on it from their carcasses will be unclean; ovens or jar stands will be destroyed. These things are unclean, and these things will be unclean to you. 36 Only if it is running water or a cistern or confluence of water will it be clean, but the one who touches their carcasses will be unclean. 37 Now if any seed for sowing falls on their carcasses that is then sown, it will be clean. 38 And if water is poured on any seed and any of their carcasses should fall on it, it is unclean to you. 39 And if one of the livestock that is for you to eat dies, the person who touches their carcasses will be unclean until evening. 40 And the person who eats from these carcasses will wash their garments and will be unclean until evening, and any person who picks up any of their carcasses will wash their garments and will bathe with water and will be unclean until evening. 41 And every creeping animal that creeps along the earth, this will be an abomination to you; it will not be eaten. 42 And every animal that moves on the belly, and every animal that always moves on four feet, which has many feet among all the creeping animals that creep on the earth, you will not eat it, because it is an abomination to you. 43 And you shall not defile your lives with any of the creeping animals that creep on the earth, and you will not be polluted by these things, and you will not be unclean by them. 44 Because I am the Lord your God, and you will be sanctified, and you will be holy, for I myself, the Lord your God, am holy. And you will not defile your souls with any of the creeping animals that move along the ground. 45 For I myself am the Lord, the God who led you up from the land of Egypt to be yours; and you will be holy, for I myself, the Lord, am holy. 46 This is the law about the livestock and the winged creatures and every living thing that moves in the water and every living thing that creeps along the ground, 47 to make a distinction between the unclean and between the clean, and between the living things that may be eaten and between the living things that may not be eaten.’ ” 




Purification after Childbirth

12 And then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘Any woman who becomes pregnant and gives birth to a male will be unclean for seven days; according to the days of separation of her menstrual discharge, she will be unclean. 3 And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 4 And she shall dwell in her impure blood thirty-three days; she shall not touch any vessel, and she shall not enter into the holy place until the days of her cleansing are completed. 5 And if she gives birth to a female, then she shall be unclean two weeks, according to her menstruation; and she shall dwell in her impure blood sixty-six days. 6 And whenever the days of her cleansing are completed, for a son or for a daughter, she shall bring to the entrance of the tent of testimony to the priest a one-year-old unblemished lamb for a whole burnt offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering. 7 And he shall offer it before the Lord, and the priest shall make atonement for her and will make purification for her from the flow of her blood. This is the instruction of the woman who bears a male or a female. 8 But if her hand does not find enough for a lamb, then she will take two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a whole burnt offering and one for a sin offering; and the priest will make atonement for her, and she will be purified.’ ” 




Laws about Skin Diseases

13 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “If a glaring significant mark happens to anyone on the skin of his flesh and an infection of skin diseasea develops in the skin of his flesh, then he will be brought to Aaron the priest, or one of his sons, the priests. 3 Then the priest will examine the infection in the skin of his flesh. And if the hair in the infected area has turned white, and the appearance of the infected area is deeper than the skin of his flesh, it is an infection of skin disease. And the priest will examine it and will declare him unclean. 4 But if it is shiny white at the skin of his flesh, and its appearance is not deep below its skin, and its hair has not changed to white hair, but is dark, then the priest will set the infection apart for seven days. 5 Then the priest will observe the infection on the seventh day, and behold, the infection is present before him, the infection has not changed in the skin, then the priest will set him apart for seven days a second time. 6 Then the priest will observe him on the seventh day, a second time, and behold, the infection is faint, the infection in the skin has not changed, the priest will make purification for him. For it is a mark, and when his garments have been washed, he will be clean. 7 But if the mark in the skin has changed and become different after the priest has examined him to purify him, then he will appear before the priest the second time. 8 And the priest will observe him, and behold, the mark has changed in the skin, and the priest will declare him unclean, for it is a skin disease. 

9 “And an infection of skin disease, if it occurs on a person, and he comes to the priest, 10 and the priest will look, and behold, a white mark on the skin, and it has turned the hair white, and some of the healthy part of the flesh is living in the affected area, 11 it is an aging skin disease; it is in the skin of his flesh. And the priest will declare him unclean and will set him apart because he is unclean. 12 But if the skin disease, blooming, blooms in the skin, and the skin disease covers all the skin of the infected area from his head to his feet according to the whole vision of the priest, 13 then the priest will examine it, and behold, the skin disease has covered all the skin of his flesh, then the priest will pronounce him clean from the infection; because all has changed to white, he is clean. 14 And on the day living flesh appears on him, he will be unclean. 15 And the priest will look at the healthy flesh, and behold the healthy flesh makes him unclean, because it is unclean; it is a skin disease. 16 But if the healthy flesh is restored and has turned white, then he will come to the priest. 17 And the priest will look, and behold, the infection has changed to white, then the priest will clear the infection; it is clean. 

18 “And if the flesh becomes a festering sore in his skin and becomes healthy again, 19 and there comes in the place of the festering sore a white scar or an evident bright spot turning white or inflamed, and it becomes visible to the priest, 20 then the priest will examine it, and behold, the appearance is lower than the skin and its hair has changed to white, and the priest will declare him unclean. It is a skin disease; it has broken out in the festering sore. 21 But if the priest looks and, behold, no white hair is in it, and it is not lower than the skin of his flesh, and it is faint, the priest will set him apart for seven days. 22 But if it is spreading and diffusing in the skin, then the priest will declare him unclean. The infection is a skin disease; it has broken out in the festering sore. 23 But if the bright spot remains in the same territory and is spreading, it is not a scar from the festering sore, and so the priest will clear him. 

24 “Now if an inflammation from fire develops in the flesh of his skin, and healthy flesh develops in the skin of the burnt area, shiny bright white, reddish or very white, 25 and the priest will examine him, and look, his white hair has changed into a bright color and its appearance is deeper than the skin, it is a skin disease. It has broken out within the inflammation, and the priest will declare him unclean; it is an infection of a skin disease. 26 But if the priest looks and, behold, there is no white hair within the bright shiny area, and it is not deep below the skin, but it is dark, then the priest will separate him for seven days. 27 Then the priest will examine him on the seventh day, and if it is spreading vigorously in his skin, then the priest will declare him unclean; it is an infection of a skin disease. It has broken out in the festering sore. 28 But if the bright spot remains in the same territory and is not diffused within the skin, but it is inconspicuous, the scar is from the inflamed area, and the priest will pronounce him clean, for the nature of it is from the inflamed area. 

29 “Now if on a man or woman an infection of a skin disease develops on them on the head or in the beard, 30 then the priest will examine the infection, and look, its appearance is sunken or beneath the skin, but fine and light hair is sprouting in it, and the priest will declare him unclean. It is a lesion; it is a skin disease of the head or a skin disease of the beard. 31 And if the priest sees the infection of the wound, and behold, the appearance is not beneath the skin, and yellow hair is not present in it, and the priest will set the infection of the lesion apart for seven days. 32 And the priest will look at the infection on the seventh day, and behold, the lesion has not spread, and brownish yellow sprouting hair is not in it, and the appearance of the lesion is not deeper than the skin, 33 and the skin will be shaved, and the lesion will not be shaved, and the priest will set the lesion apart for seven days the second time. 34 And the priest will look at the lesion on the seventh day, and behold, the lesion has not spread within the skin after he was shaved, and the appearance of the lesion is not deeper than the skin, and the priest will pronounce him clean, and when his garments have been washed, he will be clean. 35 But if the lesion is definitely spreading and diffusing within the skin after he has been pronounced clean, 36 and the priest will look, and behold, the lesion has spread within the skin, the priest will not inspect concerning the sprouting yellowish hair, because he is unclean. 37 But if the lesion remains present in its place, and black hair has risen in it, the lesion has healed. It is clean, and the priest will pronounce him clean. 

38 “And if on a man or woman a brightness develops on the skin of their flesh appearing being bright and white, 39 and the priest will look and behold, spots in the skin of their flesh, appearing bright white, it is eczema; the person is clean. It will burst forth within the skin of their flesh; the person is clean. 40 And if someone’s head has become bald, he is bald; he is clean. 41 And if his head has become bald in the front, he is bald on the forehead; he is clean. 42 But if a white or inflamed infection develops in his bald head or in his baldness on the forehead, it is a skin disease in his bald head or in his baldness on the forehead. 43 And the priest will examine him, and behold, the appearance of the infection is white, inflamed in his bald part or in the bald part of his forehead like the appearance of a skin disease within the skin of his flesh, 44 he is a person with a skin disease. The priest will declare him unclean with his infection on his head. 

45 “And as for the person with a skin disease, who has the infection, have his garments loosened and his head uncovered, and there should be a covering over his mouth, and have him declared unclean. 46 All the days when the infection is on him, being unclean, he will be unclean; he shall sit separated, his place to stay will be outside of the encampment. 

47 “And in a garment, if an infection of a skin disease develops in it, in a wool garment or in a linen garment, 48 or in the warp or in the threads or in the linen or in the worked wool, or on hide or on anything made of hide, 49 and the infection or contamination becomes greenish or inflamed in the skin or in the garment or in the warp or in the threads or in any vessel made of skin, it is an infection of a skin disease, and he will show it to the priest. 50 And the priest will examine the infection, and the priest will set the infection apart for seven days. 51 And the priest will examine the infection on the seventh day, and if the infection is spreading in the garment, whether in the warp or in the thread or on the skin, throughout any skin made at work, it is a serious skin disease; the infection is unclean. 52 He shall burn up the garment, whether the warp or the threads in the worked wool or in the linen material or in any leather vessel in which the infection is in it, because it is a skin disease; it shall be burned up by fire. 53 And if the priest looks and the infection is not spreading, within the garment or within the warp or within the threads or on any leather vessel, 54 then the priest will make a charge, and will wash whatever the infection was on, and the priest will set the infection apart for seven days for the second time. 55 And the priest will examine it after the infection has been washed, and if this infection has not changed its appearance and the infection is not spreading, it is unclean; it shall be burned up in fire. It has become set in the garment, whether in the warp or in the threads. 56 And if the priest looks, and the infection is dark after it has been washed, he will separate it from the clothing or from the skin or from the warp or from the cross-threads. 57 And if it still appears in the garment or in the warp or in the threads or in any leather vessel, it is a skin disease; the thing in which the infection is shall be burned up in fire. 58 Then the garment or the warp or the cross-threads or any article of skin that was washed and the infection removed from it will also be washed a second time; it will be clean. 59 This is the law for an infection of a skin disease affecting a wool garment or a linen garment or of woven threads or of cross-threads or with respect to any article of skin, to pronounce it clean or to make it defiled.” 




Cleansing from Skin Diseases

14 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “This is the law for the person with a skin disease on the day he is cleansed and brought to the priest. 3 And the priest will go outside of the encampment, and the priest will look, and behold, the infection of the skin disease is healed from the diseased person. 4 And the priest will give instruction, and for the one who is pronounced clean, they will take two small ritually clean live birds and cedar wood and twisted scarlet wool and hyssop. 5 And the priest will give instruction, and they will slaughter one small bird in an earthen vessel over running water. 6 And the small live bird, he will take it and the cedar wood and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop and dip them and the small live bird into the blood from the other small bird that was slaughtered over running water. 7 And he will sprinkle the person who has been cleansed from their serious skin condition seven times, and he will be clean, and he will send the small living bird out into the field. 8 And the man who has been cleansed will wash his garments, and all his hair will be shaved, and he will bathe in water, and he will be clean; and after these things he will enter into the encampment. And he will spend time outside his house for seven days. 9 And it will be on the seventh day, all his hair will be shaved, his head and his beard and his eyebrows, and all his hair will be shaved, and he will wash his garments and will bathe his body with water, and he will be ritually clean. 10 And on the eighth day he will take two lambs, each a year old without blemish, and a sheep a year old without blemish, and three tenths of a measure of fine wheat flour kneaded with olive oil for a sacrifice, and one cup of olive oil. 11 And the cleansing priest will set the person being cleansed and these things before the Lord at the entrance of the tent of the testimony. 12 And the priest will take the one lamb and will bring it as a trespass offering, and the cup of olive oil, and will set it apart as a separate offering before the Lord. 13 And they will slaughter the lamb in the place where they slaughter the whole burnt offerings and the sin offerings, in a sacred area, for it is a sin offering, just like the trespass offering. It is for the priest; it is holy of holies. 14 And the priest will take some of the blood of the trespass offering, and the priest will put it on the lobe of the right ear of the person being cleansed and on the thumb of the right hand and on the great toe of his right foot. 15 And when the priest has taken some from the cup of olive oil, he will pour it on the left hand of the priest. 16 And he will dip his right finger from the olive oil that is on his left hand and sprinkle it seven times with his finger in the presence of the Lord. 17 And the priest will place the leftover oil, which is in his hand, on the lobe of the right ear of the person being cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot, at the location of the placement of the blood of the trespass offering. 18 And the priest will put the leftover oil, which is on the hand of the priest, on the head of the person who has been cleansed, and the priest will make atonement for him in the presence of the Lord. 19 And the priest will present the sin offering, and the priest will make atonement for him, the impure one being cleansed from his sin. And after this, the priest will slaughter the whole burnt offering. 20 And the priest will offer up the whole burnt offering and the sacrifice on the altar before the Lord, and the priest will make atonement for him, and he will be cleansed. 

21 “And if he is poor and his hand does not find, he will take one lamb for whatever trespass he has committed as a choice sacrificial portion in order to make atonement for him, along with a tenth part of fine wheat flour, kneaded in olive oil as an offering, and one cup of olive oil, 22 and two turtledoves or two young pigeons, whatever his hand finds. And the one pigeon will be for a sin offering and the other for a whole burnt offering. 23 And he shall offer them to the priest on the eighth day to purify him, at the entrance of the tent of testimony before the Lord. 24 And the priest, taking the lamb of the trespass offering and the cup of olive oil, will place them as a raised offering before the Lord. 25 And he will slaughter the lamb of the trespass offering, and the priest will take some of the blood of the trespass offering and will place it on the lobe of the right ear of the person being cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot. 26 And then the priest will pour the oil into the priest’s left hand. 27 Then the priest will sprinkle some of the oil that is in his left hand with his right finger seven times before the Lord. 28 And the priest will place the olive oil that is on his hand on the lobe of the right ear of the person being cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot, at the place of the blood of the trespass offering. 29 And he will place what is left over from the olive oil, which is on the hand of the priest, on the head of the person who has been cleansed, and the priest will make atonement for him before the Lord. 30 And he will present one of the turtledoves or the young chicks from the pigeons, as his hand finds, 31 the one for a sin offering and the other for a whole burnt offering, along with the meal offering; and the priest will make atonement for the person being cleansed in the presence of the Lord. 32 This is the instruction for someone who has an infection and his hand does not find for his purification.” 

33 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 34 “When you enter into the land of the Canaan, which I myself am giving to you as a possession, and I bring an infection resembling a skin disease into the houses of your acquired land, 35 and someone’s household comes and reports to the priest, saying, ‘Something like an infection has appeared in my house,’ 36 then the priest will give instructions to rid the house before the priest enters in to look at the house; and whatever was in the house will certainly not be unclean, and, after these things, the priest will enter in to closely examine the house. 37 And he will examine the infection on the walls of the house, greenish indentations, and their appearance lower than the walls. 38 And the priest, exiting from the house to the doorway of the house, and the priest will quarantine the house for seven days. 39 And the priest will return on the seventh day and will examine the house, and behold, the infection has not spread on the walls of the house, 40 and the priest will give instructions, and they will remove the stones (there is the infection) and throw them outside the city into an unclean location. 41 Then they will scrape the house from the inside all around, and they will dispose of the mud outside of the city in an unclean location. 42 And they will take strong scraped stones and set them in place of the previous stones, and they will take different mud and plaster the house. 43 And if an infection comes back again and breaks out in the house after the stones have been removed and after the house has been scraped and after it has been replastered, 44 and the priest will go in and look. If the infection has spread in the house, it is a skin disease in the house; it is unclean. 45 And they will tear down the house and its wood and its stones, and they will carry all the mud outside the city to an unclean location. 46 And the person who enters the house during the days it is marked off will be unclean until evening. 47 And any person who sleeps in the house will wash his garments and will be unclean until evening; and any person who eats in the house will wash his garments and will be unclean until evening. 48 But if, on arriving, the priest enters and looks, and, behold, the infection is not spreading in the house after the house has been replastered, then the priest will clear the house because the infection has been healed. 49 Then he will take two small live ritually clean birds to purify the house, and cedar wood and twisted scarlet yarn and hyssop. 50 And he will slaughter one small bird in an earthen vessel with running water. 51 And he will take the cedar wood and the twisted scarlet yarn and the hyssop and the small live bird, and he will dip it into the blood of the small bird slaughtered over running water, and he will sprinkle the house with them seven times. 52 And he will purify the house with the blood of the small bird and with the running water and with the small live bird and with the cedar wood and with the hyssop and with the twisted scarlet thread. 53 Then he will send the small live bird out of the city into the field; and he will make atonement for the house, and it will be ritually clean. 

54 “This is the instruction concerning every infection of a skin disease and lesion, 55 and of a skin disease on any clothes or house, 56 and of a scar, and mark, and brightening, 57 and for describing on which day it is unclean and on which day it is cleansed; this is the instruction for skin disease.” 




Laws about Bodily Discharges

15 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘To a man to a man to whom a discharge from his body happens, his discharge is unclean. 3 And this is the instruction concerning his impurity: The one who is discharging semen from his body, from the discharge that his body comprehended on account of the discharge, this is his uncleanness in him. All the days of the discharge from his body, which his body has comprehended because of the discharge, this is his impurity. 4 Any bed on which, if the one with gonorrhea lies on it, is unclean. And any vessel or implement on which, if the one with gonorrhea sits on it, will be unclean. 5 And any person who touches his bed must wash his garments and must bathe with water, and he will be unclean until evening. 6 And any person who sits on a vessel on which a person who has a discharge may have sat, he must wash his garments and must bathe with water, and he will be unclean until evening. 7 And any person who touches the skin or flesh of the person with a discharge must wash his garments and must bathe with water, and he will be unclean until evening. 8 And if the person affected by a discharge spits on a person who is clean, he must wash his garments and must bathe with water, and he will be unclean until evening. 9 And any pack saddle on a beast of burden on which the person who has a discharge may mount upon will be unclean until evening. 10 And anyone who touches anything that may be under him, he will be unclean until evening. And anyone who picks these items up must wash his garments and bathe with water, and he will be unclean until evening. 11 And whoever the person affected by a discharge touches, and has not washed his hands, he must wash his garments and bathe his body with water, and he will be unclean until evening. 12 And an earthen vessel that the person who has a discharge touches must be broken. And a wooden implement must be washed with water, and it will be clean. 13 And if the person affected by a discharge is cleansed from his discharge, then seven days will be assigned to him for his purification, and he will wash his garments and must bathe his body with water, and he will be ritually clean. 14 And on the eighth day he will take for himself two turtledoves or two nestling pigeons, and he shall bring them before the Lord to the entrances of the tent of testimony and will give them to the priest. 15 And the priest will present them, one for sin and one for a whole burnt offering, and the priest will make atonement for him before the Lord because of his discharge. 

16 “ ‘And a person for whom a bed of seed comes out from him also shall bathe his entire body with water, and he will be unclean until evening. 17 And any garment and any skin on which there may be on it a bed of seed, then it will be washed with water, and it will be unclean until evening. 18 And a woman, whenever a man lies with her with a bed of seed, then they will wash with water, and they will be unclean until evening. 

19 “ ‘And a woman who is discharging blood, her discharge will be in her body; she will be in her period for seven days. Anyone who touches her will be unclean until evening. 20 And anything on which she lies on in her menstruation, it will be unclean. And anything on which she sits on it will be unclean. 21 And every person who touches her bed must wash his garments and must bathe his body with water and will be unclean until evening. 22 And every person who touches any vessel she sat on must wash his garments and must bathe with water and will be unclean until evening. 23 And he will be unclean until evening if while she is in her bed or on any thing where she sits on it when he touches her. 24 And if someone lies in bed with her and her uncleanness comes on him, then he will be unclean for seven days. And every bed that she lies on will be unclean. 

25 “ ‘And a woman, if she is discharging a discharge of blood for many days, not at the time of her period, and if she is discharging after her period, she will be unclean all the days of her impure discharge, just as during the time of her period. 26 And any bed on which she lies on it during the days of her discharge will be to her corresponding to the bed of her period, and any vessel on which she sits on it will be unclean, corresponding to the uncleanness of her period. 27 Everyone who touches her will be unclean and must wash his garments and must bathe his body with water and will be unclean until evening. 28 And if she is cleansed from her discharge, then seven days will be assigned to her, and after these she will be declared clean. 29 And on the eighth day she will take for herself two turtledoves or two young pigeons and will bring them to the priest, to the entrance of the tent of testimony. 30 And the priest will present the one bird for a sin offering and the other for a whole burnt offering, and the priest will make atonement for her before the Lord because of her unclean discharge. 

31 “ ‘And you will make the sons of Israel clean from their uncleanness and they will not die on account of their uncleanness when they pollute my tabernacle, which is among them. 32 This is the regulation for the person affected by a discharge, and whenever someone has a bed of seed come out from him so as to be be polluted by it, 33 and for the person who has a discharge of blood during her period and the person affected by a discharge in their discharge, for the male or for the female, and for any man who lies with a woman who is sitting apart.’ ” 




The Day of Atonement

16 And the Lord spoke to Moses after the two sons of Aaron died, when they brought unauthorized fire into the presence of the Lord, and they died. 2 And the Lord said to Moses, “Speak to Aaron, your brother, and do not let him enter at any time into the innermost holy place of the veil into the face of the mercy seat, which is on the ark of the testimony, so that he will not die; for I will appear in a cloud above the mercy seat. 3 In this way Aaron will enter into the holy place: with a young bull from the herd for a sin offering and a ram for a whole burnt offering. 4 And he will wear a consecrated linen tunic, and linen undergarments will be next to his skin, and he will be girded with a linen sash, and a linen turban will be placed around his head; they are holy garments. And he will bathe his entire body with water, and he will put on these garments. 5 And from the community of the sons of Israel, of the goats he will take two he-goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a whole burnt offering. 6 And Aaron will bring the young bull for his sin offering and will make atonement for himself and his household. 7 And he will take the two he-goats and will make them stand in the presence of the Lord at the entrance of the tent of testimony. 8 And Aaron will place a lot on each of the two he-goats: one for the Lord and one lot for the one who carries away evil. 9 And Aaron will bring the he-goat on which the lot for the Lord came on it, and he shall offer it for a sin offering. 10 And the he-goat on which the lot for the carrying away of evil came on it, he will make it stand alive before the Lord in order to make atonement through it, in order to send it away for the removing of sin; he will let it loose into the wilderness. 11 And Aaron will bring the young bull for his sin offering, and for his household only, and will make atonement for himself and for his household, and he will slaughter the young bull for his sin offering. 12 And he will take the censer full of glowing coals from the altar which is before the Lord, and he will fill his hands with fragrant incense of finely ground, specially compounded ingredients, and will carry it inside the veil. 13 And he will place the incense on the fire before the Lord; and the smoke of the fragrant incense will cover the mercy seat, which is above the testimonies, so that he will not die. 14 And he will take some of the blood of the young bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the mercy seat toward the east; he will sprinkle some of the blood toward the front area of the mercy seat seven times with his finger. 15 And he will slaughter the he-goat for the sin offering concerning the people in the presence of the Lord; and he will carry its blood inside the veil and will present its blood the way he offered the blood of the young bull and will sprinkle its blood on the mercy seat, along the area in front of the mercy seat. 16 And he will make atonement with respect to the holy place because of the uncleanness of the sons of Israel and because of their trespasses with respect to all of their sins; and so he will act for the tent of testimony constructed among them in the midst of their uncleanness. 17 And no person will be in the tent of testimony while he is entering into it to make atonement in the holy place, until he comes out. And he will make atonement for himself and his household and for the entire community of the sons of Israel. 18 And he will go out to the altar, which is before the Lord, and he will make atonement on it, and he will take some of the blood of the young bull and from the blood of the he-goat and place it on the horns of the altar all around. 19 And he will sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times, and he will cleanse it, and he will sanctify it from the uncleanness of the sons of Israel. 20 And he will finish making atonement for the holy place and the tent of testimony and the altar, and with respect to the priests he will cleanse and will bring the live he-goat. 21 And Aaron will place his hands on the head of the live he-goat, and he will declare openly over it all the transgressions of the sons of Israel and all their injustices and all their sins, and he will place them on the head of the live he-goat, and he will send it out, by the hand of a person prepared for this, into the wilderness. 22 And the he-goat will take their injustices on itself into a desolate land, and he will send the he-goat out into the wilderness. 23 And Aaron will enter the tent of testimony, and he will take off the linen garment, which he put on after he entered the holy place, and will store it there. 24 Then he shall bathe his body with water in the sacred area, and he shall put on his garment. And when he has exited, he will perform the whole burnt offering for himself and the whole burnt offering for the people, and he will make atonement for himself and for his household and for the people, just as for the priests. 25 And he will offer the fat for their sins on the altar. 26 And the person who sent out the he-goat that was set apart for release shall wash his garments and bathe his body with water, and after these things he will return to the encampment. 27 And the young bull for the sin offering and the he-goat for the sin offering, from which the blood was brought into the holy place to make atonement, they will carry them outside of the encampment, and they will burn them with fire—that is, their skins and their flesh and their excrement. 28 And the person who burns these items must wash his garments and must bathe his body with water, and after these things he will return to the encampment. 

29 “Now this will be a perpetual law for you. In the seventh month, you will humble your souls, and you will not do any work, the person who is a native or the person who is a resident alien who is dwelling among you. 30 For on this day he will make atonement for you to cleanse you from all of your sins in the presence of the Lord; and you will be cleansed. 31 This will be a most holy Sabbath rest for you, and you must humble your souls; it is a perpetual law. 32 The priest will make atonement, whomever they anoint and whomever they consecrate his hands to serve as priest after his father, and he will put on the linen garment, the sacred garment. 33 And he will make atonement with respect to the holy of holies and for the tent of testimony and for the altar, and he will make atonement for the priests, and he will make atonement for the entire community. 34 And this will be a perpetual law for you to make atonement for the sons of Israel on behalf of all their sins; once a year it will be done,” just as the Lord commanded Moses. 




The Sanctity of Blood

17 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to Aaron and to his sons and to all the sons of Israel, and say to them, ‘This is the instruction that the Lord charged, saying, 3 “A person a person of the sons of Israel or of the resident aliens or those who are abiding among you, whoever slaughters a young bull or a sheep or a goat in the encampment, and whoever does the slaughtering outside the encampment, 4 and does not bring it at the entrance of the tent of testimony in order to present it as a whole burnt offering or as an offering of well-being for the Lord, approved as a sweet-smelling aroma, and whoever does the slaughtering outside and does not bring it at the entrance of the tent of the testimony so that he does not present it as a gift for the Lord in front of the tent of the Lord, then blood will be reckoned to that person; he has shed blood. That person will be utterly destroyed from his people. 5 This is so that the sons of Israel will bring and present their sacrifices, whatever they themselves slaughter in the fields and bring to the Lord at the entrances of the tent of testimony to the priest. And they will sacrifice them as a sacrifice of peace to the Lord. 6 And the priest will pour out the blood at the altar all around before the Lord beside the entrances of the tent of testimony. And he will offer up the fat as a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord. 7 And they will no longer sacrifice their sacrifices to the pointless beings with whom they themselves commit fornication by going after them; it will be a perpetual law for you throughout your generations.” 

8 “ ‘And you shall say to them, “A person a person of the sons of Israel and of the sons of the resident aliens who are living among you, whoever performs a whole burnt offering or a sacrifice 9 but does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of testimony to present it to the Lord, that person will be utterly destroyed from among his people.” 

10 “ ‘And, “A person a person of the sons of Israel and of the resident aliens who are living among you, whoever eats any blood, and I will set my face against the person who consumes blood, and I will destroy that person from among his people. 11 For the life of all flesh is its blood, and I myself have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for its blood will make atonement for the soul. 12 Because of this, I have said to the sons of Israel that no person from you will consume blood, and the resident alien who is dwelling among you will not consume blood. 13 And a person a person from the sons of Israel and from the resident aliens who are living among you, whoever catches a wild animal or bird that can be eaten, he will also pour out its blood and cover it in the earth. 14 For the life of all flesh is its blood, and I told the sons of Israel that you will not eat the blood of any flesh because the life of any flesh is its blood. Anyone who eats it will be utterly destroyed. 15 And every person who consumes a dead animal or something mauled by wild beasts among the native people or the resident aliens shall wash his garments and bathe with water and be unclean until evening; then he will be clean. 16 But if he does not wash his garments or bathe his body with water, then he will bear his transgression of the law.” ’ ” 




Laws about Sexual Relations

18 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘I am the Lord your God. 3 You shall not do according to the customs of the land of Egypt, in which you dwelt in it. And you shall not do according to the customs of the land of Canaan, into which I myself am leading you there, and you shall not conduct yourself by their laws. 4 You shall perform my judgments, and you will observe my ordinances in order to walk in them; I am the Lord, your God. 5 And you will carefully keep all my ordinances and all my judgments, and you will do them, which having done them, a person will live by them; I am the Lord your God. 

6 “ ‘A person a person will not come in unto any family member of his flesh to uncover shame; I am the Lord. 7 You shall not uncover the shame of your father and the shame of your mother; for she is your mother, and you shall not uncover her shame. 8 You shall not uncover the shame of the wife of your father; it is the shame of your father. 9 The shame of your sister from your father or your mother born in the household or outside, you will not uncover her shame. 10 The shame of the daughter of your son or of the daughter of your daughter, you will not uncover their shame, because it is your shame. 11 You shall not uncover the shame of the daughter of your father’s wife; she is your sister by the same father. You shall not uncover her shame. 12 You shall not uncover the shame of the sister of your father, for she is a near relative of your father. 13 You will not uncover the shame of the sister of your mother, for she is a near relative of your mother. 14 You will not uncover the shame of the brother of your father, and you shall not enter into his wife, for she is your close relative. 15 You will not uncover the shame of your daughter-in-law, for she is the wife of your son; you will not uncover her shame. 16 You will not uncover the shame of the wife of your brother; she is the shame of your brother. 17 You will not uncover the shame of a woman and her daughter. You will not take the daughter of her son and the daughter of her daughter to uncover their shame, for they are your near relatives; it is an impious act. 18 You will not take a woman against her sister as a rival, to uncover her shame against her while she is living. 19 And because of her uncleanness you will not approach a woman during menstrual discharge to uncover her shame. 20 And you will not give bed of your seed with the wife of your neighbor to become unclean by her. 21 And you will not give any of your seed in worship to a ruler, and you will not profane the Holy Name; I am the Lord. 22 And with a male you will not lie the bed of a woman, for it is an abomination. 23 And you will not give your bed to any four-footed beast to produce offspring so as to become defiled with it; and a woman will not stand to any four-footed beast to be mounted; for it is loathsome. 

24 “ ‘Do not pollute yourselves with any of these practices, for by all these practices the peoples that I myself am sending out before your face became unclean. 25 And the land was defiled, and I am paying injustice back to them on account of it; and the land was provoked by the inhabitants on it. 26 And you will observe all my laws, and all my commandments, and you shall not do any of these abominations, the native inhabitant or the settled resident alien among you. 27 For the people of the land who were there before you did all these abominations, and the land was defiled. 28 And do this so that the land will not be provoked by you, by your polluting it the way it was provoked by the peoples before you. 29 For anyone who may perform any of all these abominations, those persons who do so will be utterly destroyed from among their people. 30 And carefully keep my commandments in order that you do not observe any of all the laws of the abominations that have occurred before you, and so you will not be polluted by them, for I am the Lord your God.’ ” 




Laws of Holiness

19 And then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak in the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You will be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy. 3 Let each one reverence his father and his mother, and observe my Sabbaths—I am the Lord your God. 4 You shall not turn to idols, and you will not make molten gods for yourselves—I am the Lord your God. 

5 “ ‘And whenever you sacrifice an offering of peace to the Lord, sacrifice a tenth from yourselves. 6 Whatever day you sacrifice, it shall be eaten, and on the next day; and if there is something left until the third day, it shall be burned up by fire. 7 But if it is eaten for food on the third day, it is no longer fit as an offering; it shall not be acceptable. 8 But the person who eats it will bear guilt because he profaned the holy things of the Lord, and so those persons who consume it will be utterly destroyed from among their people. 

9 “ ‘And you, when reaping the produce of your land, you will not finish your harvesting from the field completely, and you will not gather up what is left over of your harvest. 10 And you will not glean your vineyard, nor will you gather up the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You will leave them for the needy and for the resident alien—I myself am the Lord your God. 11 You shall not steal; you shall not lie; you shall not slander anyone against his neighbor. 12 And you shall not swear by my name unjustly, and you will not profane the name of your God—I myself am the Lord your God. 13 You will not act unjustly against your neighbor, and neither shall you rob him, and certainly the wages of the hired servant will not remain with you until morning. 14 You will not speak in an insulting way concerning a deaf person, and you will not place a stumbling block in front of a blind person, and you will reverence the Lord your God—I myself am the Lord your God. 15 You will not act unfairly in judgment: you will not defer to the face of a needy person, nor shall you be impressed by the face of a powerful person; you will judge your neighbor in righteous justice. 16 You will not proceed treacherously among your people; you shall not attack the blood of your neighbor—I myself am the Lord your God. 17 You will not hate your brother in your thoughts; firmly reprove your neighbor, and you will not incur guilt on account of him. 18 And your hand will not take vengeance for you, and you will not bear a grudge against the sons of your people. And you shall love your neighbor as yourself—I myself am the Lord. 

19 “ ‘Observe my law. You will not crossbreed your livestock with a different kind of animal, and you will not sow your vineyard with different seeds, and you will not put on yourself a garment from two woven materials mingled together. 20 And if someone lies with a woman for a bed of semen, but she is a household slave being kept for a man, and she has not been ransomed for a ransom price, or freedom has not been given to her, there will be a punishment for them; they will not die because she was not set free. 21 And he will bring his trespass offering to the Lord, to the entrance of the tent of testimony, a ram as a trespass offering. 22 And the priest will make atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering for the sin that he committed before the Lord, and the sin that he committed will be forgiven for him. 

23 “ ‘And whenever you enter into the land that the Lord God is granting to you and you plant any edible fruit tree, then clean away its uncleanness. Its fruit will be impure to you for three years; it will not be eaten. 24 But in the fourth year, all its fruit will be sacred, a praiseworthy thing to the Lord. 25 And in the fifth year, you will eat the fruit; its produce is your increase—I myself am the Lord your God. 

26 “ ‘Do not eat on the mountains, and do not practice divination or divine omens by observing or examining birds. 27 You will not make curled hair from the hair of your head, nor shall you disfigure the appearance of your beard. 28 And you shall not make gashes on yourself in your body, and you shall not make tattooed incisions on you—I myself am the Lord your God. 29 You will not profane your daughter by making her commit harlotry, and the land will not commit harlotry, lest the land become filled with shameful behavior. 30 You will observe my Sabbaths, and my sanctuaries you will treat with reverence—I am the Lord. 31 You shall not turn to familiar spirits, and you shall not become bound to enchanters to become defiled by them—I myself am the Lord your God. 32 In the presence of an aged person you will arise, and you will pay honor in the presence of an elder, and so you will reverence your God—I myself am the Lord your God. 33 And if someone comes, a resident alien, among you in your land, you will not oppress him. 34 Just as the native among you, so will be the resident alien who comes to you, and so you shall love him as yourself, for you were resident aliens in the land of Egypt—I myself am the Lord your God. 35 You shall not act unfairly in judgment of measurement and in weights and scales and in balances and volumes. 36 Just scales and honest weights and a just liquid measure you will have; I myself am the Lord your God, who brought you out from the land of Egypt. 37 Now you will observe all my regulations and all my commandments, and you will do them—I myself am the Lord your God.’ ” 




Punishments for Sin

20 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Now speak to the sons of Israel: ‘If anyone from the sons of Israel or from those who have become converts in Israel, who may give of his seed to a ruler, to death let him die; the people who are on the land will stone him with stones. 3 And I myself will set my face against that person, and I will destroy him from among his people because he gave his seed to a ruler, so that he has polluted my holy sanctuary and profaned the name of those consecrated to me. 4 But if the native people of the land have with their own eyes arrogantly overlooked that person when he gave his seed to a ruler, so as not to execute him, 5 and I will set my face against that person and his relatives, and I will destroy him and everyone agreeing with him for the purpose of his playing the harlot toward the rulers from their people. 6 And any person who seeks out familiar spirits or enchanters in order to commit fornication after them, I will set my face against that person and will utterly destroy that person from their people. 7 Indeed, you will be holy because I myself, the Lord your God, am holy. 8 And you will observe my commandments, and you will do them; I myself am the Lord who sanctifies you. 9 Any person who may speak evil of his father or his mother, to death let him die. He has spoken evil of his father or his mother; he will be liable. 10 Any person who commits adultery with a married woman or who commits adultery with the wife of a neighbor, to death let them die,y the adulterer and the adulteress. 11 If anyone lies with the wife of his father, he has uncovered the shame of his father. Let them be put to death; they are both guilty. 12 And if anyone lies with his daughter-in-law, to death let them both die, for they have committed sacrilege; they are guilty. 13 And whoever lies with a male in sexual intercourse as with a woman, they have both committed an abomination; let them be executed; they are guilty. 14 The one who takes a woman and her mother, it is iniquity; they will burn him and them by fire, and no evil conduct will be among you. 15 And one who may engage in his sexual intercourse with any four-footed beast, to death let him die; and you will slay the four-footed beast. 16 And if any woman should approach toward any animal for her to have intercourse by it, you will execute the woman and the animal; to death let them die; they are guilty. 17 Whoever may take his sister from his father’s side or from his mother’s side and so see her shame, and she sees his shame, it is disgraceful; they will be utterly destroyed in the presence of the members of their relatives. He has uncovered the shame of his sister; they have incurred guilt. 18 And a man who may lie with a woman indisposed because of menstruation and so uncovers her shame, he has uncovered the source of her flow, and she has uncovered the discharge of her blood; both of them will be utterly destroyed from among their people. 19 And you will not uncover the shame of the sister of your father or of the sister of your mother, for she has uncovered kin; they will bear guilt. 20 Whoever may lie with his female relative, he has uncovered the shame of his female relative; they will die childless. 21 Whoever may take the wife of his brother, it is his uncleanness; he has uncovered the shame of his brother; they will die childless. 

22 “ ‘And you will carefully keep all my commandments and my judgments and do them; and the land into which I myself am leading you to settle there on it, it will not be provoked at you. 23 And you shall not conduct yourself according to the customs of those peoples whom I am expelling from your midst, because they did all these things, and so I abhorred them. 24 And I said to you, “You yourselves will inherit their land, and I myself will give it to you for a possession, a land flowing with milk and honey. I am the Lord your God, who separated you from all the nations.” 25 And you shall separate them between the clean livestock and between the unclean livestock, and between the clean birds and the unclean. And you will not abominate your lives by livestock or by birds or by any of the creeping animals of the land, which I myself have set aside for you, through uncleanness. 26 And so you will be a holy people to me because I myself am holy, the Lord your God who has separated you from all the peoples to be mine. 

27 “ ‘And a man or a woman with them who may happen to be a divining spirit or an enchanter, to death let them both die. Stone them with stones; they are guilty.’ ” 




Laws about Priestly Conduct

21 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the priests, to the sons of Aaron, and say to them, ‘They will not pollute themselves with the dead among their people 2 except for someone in their nearest household, for father and mother and sons and daughters, for a brother, 3 and for a virgin sister who is close to him who is not espoused to a man; for these he may be defiled. 4 He will not defile himself unexpectedly among his people unto his profanation. 5 And you will not shave your head bald for a dead person, and they will not cut the appearance of your beard, and they will not carve incisions on their flesh. 6 They will be holy people to their God, and they will not profane the name of their God, for the sacrifices of the Lord and the gifts of their God they themselves will bring forward, and they will be a holy people. 7 They shall not take a woman who is a prostitute and defiled as a wife, nor a woman divorced from her husband; the priest is holy to the Lord his God. 8 And he will keep himself holy. This person offers the gifts of the Lord your God; he will be holy because I, the Lord, the one who sanctifies them, am holy. 9 And a daughter of a man who is a priest, if she defiles herself by resorting to harlotry, she herself profanes the name of her father; by fire she will be burned up. 

10 “ ‘And the high priest from his brothers, when the olive oil for the anointed has been poured on his head, and his hand has been filled to put on the sacred garments, he will not take the turban off of his head, and he will not rend the sacred garments. 11 And he will not go unto any dead person, to his father or to his mother; he will not become unclean. 12 And he will not go out of the sanctuary, and he will not profane the sacred sanctuary of his God, because the holy anointing oil of God is on him—I am the Lord. 13 He will take a virgin from among his people, 14 but a widow or a divorced woman or a defiled woman or a prostitute, these types of women he will not take. Instead, he will take a virgin from among his own people as a wife. 15 And so he will not profane his own seed among his people; I am the Lord who sanctifies him.’ ” 

16 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 17 “Say to Aaron, ‘A man from among your offspring, in your generations, to whom there may be in him some defect, he may not come forward to present the offerings of his God. 18 Any person concerning whom there may be in him some defect, he may not come forward to serve: a lame or blind man or a man with a mutilated nose or cropped ears; 19 any person concerning whom there is in him a broken hand or a broken foot, 20 or is hunchbacked or has an eye disease or inflamed eyelids around his eyes, or any person to whom there may be in him mange or serious skin blemishes or has only one testicle. 21 Any person from the seed of Aaron the priest to whom there is in him some defect, he shall not approach to present sacrifices to your God; because of the defect in him, he may not come forward to present the gifts of God. 22 The gifts for God—the holy of holies, indeed, from the holy things he will eat. 23 Only he may not come forward to the veil and will not draw near to the altar since he has some defect, and he will not profane the holy place of his God, because I myself am the Lord who sanctifies them.’ ” 24 And Moses spoke to Aaron and his sons and to all the sons of Israel. 




Priests, Offerings, and Food

22 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Say to Aaron and his sons and let them pay close attention with respect to the holy things from the members of Israel, and they will not profane my holy name with respect to any of the things they themselves make hallow to me; I am the Lord. 3 Say to them, ‘Throughout your generations any man who may approach from your seed up to the holy things, which the sons of Israel may consecrate to the Lord, and his uncleanness shall be on him, that person shall be utterly destroyed from my presence; I am the Lord your God. 4 And if there is any man from the seed of Aaron the priest, and this person has leprosy or has a discharge, he will not eat from the holy things until he is ceremonially cleansed. And anyone who touches any uncleanness from a dead person, or any man concerning whom may come out of him an ejaculation of seed, 5 whoever may touch any unclean creeping thing, which will defile him, or a person by whom it will defile him with respect to any of his uncleanness, 6 whatever person touches them will be unclean until evening; he will not eat from the holy things unless he bathes his body with water. 7 And when the sun sets, then he will be clean, and then he may eat the holy things, because it is his food. 8 The carcass of an animal and what is killed by wild beasts he will not consume, that he might be polluted by them; I am the Lord. 9 And they will maintain my obligations in order that they may not incur guilt because of them, and they die on account of him. But if they should profane themselves, I am the Lord God who sanctifies them. 

10 “ ‘And any stranger will not consume holy portions; a guest of a priest or a hired servant will not consume holy portions. 11 But if a priest acquires a purchased person with silver, this person may eat from his food, and servants born into his household will also eat his food. 12 And a daughter of a male priest, if she marries a man of another race, she shall not eat from the firstfruits of the sanctuary. 13 And when a daughter of a priest becomes a widow or a divorced woman, but there was no seed from her, she will return to her father’s house according to her childhood; from the food of her father she will eat. And any unauthorized person will not eat from them. 14 And whenever any person eats holy portions without knowing it, then he will add a fifth more of it to what he ate, and he will pay the holy food to the priest. 15 And they will not profane the holy portions of the sons of Israel, which they themselves bring out to the Lord. 16 And they will bring on themselves the wickedness of evil conduct when they eat their sacred portions, because I am the Lord, the one who sanctifies them.’ ” 

Acceptable and Unacceptable Offerings

17 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 18 “Instruct Aaron and his sons and the whole congregation of Israel, and say to them, ‘A person from the sons of Israel or from the sons of the resident aliens of those who are coming to live among them in Israel who may present his gifts according to all their agreements or according to any of their freewill offerings which they may present to God for a burnt offering, 19 to be acceptable on your behalf it must be a male without blemish from among the cattle and from the sheep and from the goats. 20 Anything whatsoever that may have any defect in it they will not bring near for the Lord, since it will not be acceptable on your behalf. 21 And any person who may present an offering of peace to the Lord, discharging a vow according to a freewill offering or in your feasts from the cattle or from the sheep, it must be unblemished to be acceptable; any defect will not be in it. 22 A blind or injured animal, or with its tongue cut out or covered with warts or afflicted with an inflamed or infected itch, or being marked with scars from boils, they will not bring these animals near to the Lord, and for a burnt offering you will not present any of them on the altar to the Lord. 23 But a young bull or a sheep with split ears or docked tail, as offerings you will offer them for yourself, but for your votive offering they shall not be accepted. 24 Anything with crushed or bruised testicles or that is castrated or mutilated, you will not bring it forward to the Lord; and in your land, you will not do such things. 25 And from the hand of a stranger you will not present the offerings and gifts of your God from any of these animals, since it is perishable in them. Some defect is in them; it will not be accepted on your behalf.’ ” 

26 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 27 “Concerning a young bull or a sheep or goat, whenever it may be born, then it must be seven days under its mother, but on the eighth day and henceforth it will be acceptable as a burnt offering to the Lord. 28 And a young bull or a sheep, it and its young you will not slay on the same day. 29 But whenever you offer a sacrifice, a votive offering out of joy to the Lord, you will offer it as acceptable on your behalf. 30 That very day it must be eaten; you will not leave any of its flesh until morning—I myself am the Lord. 

31 “Now keep carefully my commandments and do them. 32 And you will not profane the holy name, and I will be reverenced as holy in the midst of the sons of Israel. I am the Lord, who sanctifies you, 33 the one who brought you out of the land of Egypt in order to be your God; I am the Lord.” 




Festivals of the Lord

23 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘The festivals of the Lord, which you will call sacred assemblies, these are my festivals.’ ” 

The Sabbath, Passover, and Unleavened Bread

3 “ ‘Six days you will do your work, and on the seventh day there is a Sabbath of rest, a holy assembly to the Lord. You will not do any work; it is a Sabbath of rest to your Lord in all of your dwellings. 

4 “ ‘These are the festivals to the Lord, and these festivals you shall call holy at their appointed times. 5 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, in the middle of the evenings there is a Passover to the Lord. 6 And on the fifteenth day of this month is a Festival of Unleavened Bread to the Lord; for seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. 7 And the first day will be a holy assembly for you; you will not perform any common labor. 8 And you will bring whole burnt offerings to the Lord for seven days. And the seventh day will be a holy assembly for you; you will not perform any common labor.’ ” 

Firstfruits

9 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Tell the sons of Israel, and say to them, ‘Whenever you enter into the land, which I myself am giving to you, and reap its produce, then you will bring a sheaf, the firstfruits of your harvest, to the priest. 11 And he will offer up the sheaf in the presence of the Lord, acceptable on your behalf. On the next day after the first, the priest will offer it up. 12 And on the day in which you offer up the sheaf, you will offer an unblemished sheep of a year old for a whole burnt offering to the Lord. 13 And its offering will be two tenths of a measure of fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil, an offering to the Lord, a sweet-smelling odor to the Lord, and its drink offering the fourth of a hin of wine. 14 And you will not eat bread and newly roasted grain until this very day, until you yourselves bring your gifts near to your God; it is a perpetual law throughout your generations in all of your settlements.’ ” 

The Festival of Weeks

15 “ ‘And you yourselves will count from the day following the Sabbath, from the day on which you present the sheaf of the elevated offering, seven full weeks. 16 Up to the next day after the last week you will calculate fifty days, and you will present a newly harvested offering to the Lord. 17 From your settlements you will present loaves as an elevated offering, two loaves. They will be from two tenths of a measure of fine wheat flour. Being leavened, they will be baked from the firstfruits to the Lord. 18 And he shall bring with the loaves seven lambs without blemish, a year old, and a young bull from the herd, and two rams without blemish. And they will be a whole burnt offering to the Lord, and their accompanying meal sacrifices and their drink offerings, a sacrifice, a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord. 19 And they will prepare a single he-goat from the goats for a sin offering, and two lambs a year old for an offering of peace with the loaves of the firstfruits. 20 And the priest will place them with the loaves of firstfruits as an elevated offering in the presence of the Lord with the two lambs. They will be holy things to the Lord; they will belong to the priest who offers them to him. 21 And you will convene an assembly this day; it will be holy to you. You will not perform any common labor in it, a perpetual law throughout your generations in all of your settlements. 

22 “ ‘And whenever you reap the produce of your land, you will not gather up the remains of the harvest of your field when you reap. And what falls from your harvest you will not gather up; you will leave it to the needy and to the resident alien. I myself am the Lord your God.’ ” 

The Feast of Trumpets

23 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘The seventh month, on the first of the month, rest will be yours, a memorial of trumpets; it will be a holy assembly to you. 25 You will not perform any common labor, and you will bring a whole burnt offering to the Lord.’ ” 

The Day of Atonement

26 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 27 “Now on the tenth day of the month, of this seventh month, is a Day of Atonement. It will be a holy assembly to you, and you must humble your souls, and you will bring a whole burnt offering to the Lord. 28 You will not perform any labor on this same day, for it is a Day of Atonement; this is for you to make atonement for yourselves before the Lord your God. 29 Any person whosoever will not humble himself on this very day will be utterly destroyed from among his people. 30 And every person whosoever will engage in labor on this very day, that person will be destroyed from his people. 31 You will not perform any work; this is a perpetual law throughout your generations in all your settlements. 32 It will be a Sabbath of complete rest for you, and you must humble your souls. From the ninth of the month, from evening until evening, you will keep your Sabbaths.” 

The Festival of Tabernacles

33 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 34 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘On the fifteenth day of this seventh month is a Festival of Tabernacles, for seven days to the Lord. 35 Now the first day is a holy assembly; you will not perform any common labor. 36 For seven days you will bring whole burnt offerings to the Lord, and the eighth day will be a holy assembly for you, and you will present whole burnt offerings to the Lord. It is the closing celebration;a you will not perform any common labor. 37 These are the festivals to the Lord that you will call sacred assemblies, in order to present burnt offerings to the Lord, whole burnt offerings and their accompanying grain offerings and their drink offerings according to what is appropriate from day to day, 38 except for the regular Sabbaths of the Lord, and except for your gifts, and except for all of your vow offerings, and except for your freewill offerings, which you may give to the Lord. 

39 “ ‘Now on the fifteenth day of the month of this seventh month, whenever you have finished the yield of the land, keep a holiday to the Lord for seven days. On the first day is a time of rest, and on the eighth day is a time of rest. 40 And on the first day you will take ripe fruit of the fruit tree and soft branches of date palm trees and twigs of trees dense with leaves and willows and chaste-tree branches from beside a brook to enjoy and cheer oneself before the Lord your God for seven days in the year. 41 This is a perpetual law throughout your generations; in the seventh month you will celebrate it. 42 Live in tabernaclesb for seven days; every native in Israel will dwell in tabernacles 43 so that your offspring may see that I caused the sons of Israel to dwell in tabernacles when I led them out from the land of Egypt—I myself am the Lord your God.’ ” 44 And Moses summarized the festivals and sacred times of the Lord to the sons of Israel. 




Oil and Bread

24 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Charge the sons of Israel, and let them receive pure olive oil for me, beaten out for a light source, to light a lamp perpetually. 3 Aaron and his sons will keep burning it outside of the veil in the tent of testimony from evening until early morning, in the presence of the Lord continuously; this is a perpetual law throughout your generations. 4 On the pure lampstand you will kindle the lamps before the Lord until morning. 5 And you will take fine wheat flour and make twelve loaves with it; each loaf will be made with two tenths of a measure. 6 And you will place them as two rows, six loaves to one row, on top of the pure table before the Lord. 7 And you will place on each row pure frankincense and salt, and they will be for the bread as a present reminder to the Lord. 8 On the Sabbath day it will be set before the Lord throughout every Sabbath in the presence of the people of Israel, a perpetual covenant. 9 And they will be to Aaron and to his sons, and they will eat them in the sacred area; for it is the most holy portions, this of theirs from the offerings made to the Lord, a perpetual law.” 

The Punishment for Blasphemy

10 Now a son of an Israelite woman came out, and this person was a son of an Egyptian man among the sons of Israel. And the son from an Israelite woman and an Israelite man began to fight in the camp. 11 And slandering, the son of the Israelite woman cursed the Name. And they brought them to Moses, and the name of his mother was Shelomith daughter of Dibri, from the tribe of Dan. 12 And they put him into custody to render judgment concerning him through a command of the Lord. 

13 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 14 “Lead out the man who cursed outside the encampment. And all the ones who heard him will place their hands on his head, and all the congregation will stone him. 15 Now speak to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘Any person whoever curses God will bear guilt. 16 And the one who names the Name of the Lord, let him be put to death; let all the assembly of Israel stone him with stones. Whether a resident alien, whether a native of Israel, when he names the Name of the Lord, to death let him die. 17 And any person who strikes down the life of a person and he dies, to death let him die 18 And whoever strikes down an animal and it dies, let him pay back life for life. 19 And whenever someone may give some kind of injury to another person, just as he did to him, likewise it will be done to him. 20 Fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, just as a person gives some kind of injury, just so it will be given to him. 21 Whoever strikes down a person, and he dies, to death let him die. 22 The same just penalty will be given to the resident alien and to the native, because I myself am the Lord your God.” 23 And Moses spoke to the people of Israel, and they brought out the man who cursed the Name outside the encampment. And they stoned him with stones, and the people of Israel did just as the Lord commanded Moses. 




The Sabbath Year

25 And the Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, 2 “Instruct the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you enter into the land that I myself am giving to you, and the land that I myself am giving to you will have rest—Sabbaths to the Lord. 3 During six years you will sow your land, and six years you will prune your vineyard and harvest its fruit. 4 But in the seventh year, a Sabbath of rest will be for the land, a Sabbath to the Lord; you will not sow your land, and you will not prune your vineyard. 5 And the spontaneous produce of your field you will not completely reap, and you will not gather in the bunched grapes of your holy offering; it must be a one-year rest for the land. 6 And the Sabbath of the land will be food for you and for your male servant and for your female servant and for your hired servant and for the sojourner who resides with you. 7 And for your livestock and for the wild animals in your land, all the produce of it will be for food.’ ” 

The Year of Remission

8 “ ‘Now count off for yourself seven resting periods of years, seven years seven times, and they will be for you seven periods of seven years, forty-nine years. 9 And you will proclaim with the sound of a trumpet throughout your whole land in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, on the Day of Atonement; you will signal with a trumpet throughout your whole land. 10 And sanctify the year, the fiftieth year, and loudly proclaim a time of release for the land to all those inhabiting it; this signala will be a year of remission for you, and each person will go out to his possession, and each one shall go to his country. 11 This is a signal of remission, the fiftieth year, this year will be to you. You will not sow or reap the spontaneous produce springing up of itself, and you will not gather up its sacred gifts. 12 Because it is a signal of remission, it must be holy to you; from the tilled land you will eat what has been produced of itself. 13 In the year of the remission, at the signal of it, each one will return to his property. 14 And whenever you engage in a sale to your neighbor, and whenever you purchase from your neighbor, let no person oppress his neighbor. 15 According to the number of years after the signal you will purchase from your neighbor; according to the number of years of produce it will be sold back to you. 16 According to excess of the years he will increase his property, and according to shortening of the years he will reduce his property, since by the amount of his produce so will he sell it back to you. 17 Let no person oppress his neighbor, and you will reverence the Lord your God; I myself am the Lord your God. 

18 “ ‘And you will perform all my ordinances and all my judgments, and you will observe and perform them, and you will permanently dwell securely. 19 And the land will give its produce, and you will eat to satisfaction, and you will permanently dwell with confidence on it. 20 And if you say, “What will we eat in this seventh year if we do not sow or gather in our produce?” 21 And so, I am sending my blessing to you in the sixth year and its fruit for the three years following. 22 And you will sow in the eighth year, and you will eat from the old produce up to the ninth year; until its produce comes, you will eat the old produce of past years. 

23 “ ‘And the land will not be sold for perpetuity, for the land is mine, since you are resident aliens, and you yourselves are sojourners in my good graces. 24 And with respect to all the land in your possession, you will provide a ransom price for the land. 25 And if your brother who is close to you becomes poor, and he will yield some of his possession, then his closest kinsman redeemer will come and buy back his brother’s sold property. 26 But if there may not be a kinsman redeemer for someone, and he prospers in his hand, and it happens for him that his ransom resource is sufficient, 27 then he will calculate the years of his sale, and he will repay exactly what he possesses to the person to whom he sold himself to him, and he will go away to his own possession. 28 But if his hand is not found with a sufficient amount in order to repay these things, then the sale to the purchaser for these things will exist until the sixth year of the time of remission; and it will cease in the time of remission, and he will depart to his own resting place. 

29 “ ‘And if someone sells an inhabited house in a walled city, then the redemption of it will continue until its time is completed; a full year will be its redemption. 30 But if it is not redeemed until a whole year is completed for it, the house, which is in a city having a wall, will be permanently confirmed to the one purchasing it throughout its generations, and it will not be redeemed during its time of remission. 31 But the houses that are in unwalled villages, for which there is no wall around them, along beside the fields of the land, let them be counted. They will be redeemable at any time, and during the time of remission they will be available. 32 And the cities of the Levites, the houses of the cities of their possession, will be redeemable throughout all time by the Levites. 33 And whoever has redeemed from the Levites, and the sale of their houses of the city of their possession will go out in the time of remission, because the houses of the cities of the Levites are their possession in the midst of the sons of Israel. 34 And the lands set apart for their cities will not be sold, because this is their possession for all time. 

35 “ ‘And if your brother becomes poor and is without strength in the hands, you will take him in with you as with a resident alien and with a sojourner, and your brother will live with you. 36 You will not take from him interest or any kind of fee, and you will reverence your God—I am the Lord—and your brother will live with you. 37 You will not give your silver to him for interest, and for unjust gain you will not give to him your food. 38 I am the Lord your God, who is bringing you out of the land of Egypt to give to you the land of Canaan, in order to be your God. 39 And if your brother is humbled with respect to you and is sold to you, he will not render to you the servitude of a household servant. 40 Just as a hired servant or a sojourner will be to you, he will work with you until the year of the time of remission. 41 Then he will go out in the time of remission, and his children with him, and he will go to his own kin; he will freely depart into his paternal inheritance. 42 Because they are my household servants whom I brought out from the land of Egypt, he will not be sold in a sale as a household servant. 43 You will not overwork him with labor, and you will reverence the Lord your God. 44 And a male servant and female servant, however many may become yours from the peoples, as many as are around you, from them you will acquire a male slave and a female slave. 45 And from the descendants of the sojourners who are among you, from these you will procure, even from their relatives; however many are in your land, let them become for you for a possession. 46 And you will distribute them to your children after you, and they will be your possession for perpetuity; any person of your brothers of the people of Israel will not oppress his brother with oppressive labor. 

47 “ ‘But if the hand of the resident alien or the sojourner who is with you prospers, and your brother who has fallen into want is sold to the resident alien or to a sojourner, to the resident alien by you from birth, 48 after he has been sold to him, there will be redemption for him; one of your brothers will redeem him. 49 A brother of his father or son of a brother of his father will redeem him, or from the household of his own flesh out of his tribe will redeem him. And if it happens he prospers by his hands, he may redeem himself. 50 And he will calculate with the one who acquired him from the year that he sold himself to him, up to the year of the time of remission; and the amount of silver of his sale will be just as for a hired servant, as year to year he will be with him. 51 And whenever someone may have an excess of years, toward these years he will repay his ransom from the silver of his repurchase transaction. 52 And whenever a small number is left over from the years until the year of the time of remission, then he will bargain with him according to his years, and he will pay his ransom as a hired servant. 53 He shall be with him; year to year you shall not overwork him with the labor before you. 54 And if he may not be brought back after these rulings, he will go out in the year of the letting go, he and his children with him. 55 For the people of Israel are household servants to me; they are my servants whom I brought out from the land of Egypt.’ ” 




Blessings Promised for Obedience

26 “ ‘I am the Lord your God: You shall not make for yourselves idols made by human hands; neither shaped stones nor a stone pillar will you set up for yourselves, nor a stone object will you erect in your land to bow down to it—I myself am the Lord your God. 2 You will observe my Sabbaths, and you will revere my holy sanctuary; I myself am the Lord. 

3 “ ‘If in my ordinances you conduct yourselves and you keep my commandments and do them, 4 then I will give the rain to you in its season, and the land will produce its yield, and the trees of the field will produce their fruit. 5 And the harvest will overtake for you the time of gathering grapes, and the time of gathering grapes will overtake seed time, and you will eat your food to satisfaction, and you will permanently dwell with security on your land, and war will not go through your land. 6 And I will make peace in your land and you will lie peacefully, and there will not be anyone who will alarm you, and I will destroy ferocious wild beasts from your land. 7 Then you will pursue your enemies, and they will fall before you in slaughter. 8 And five from you will pursue a hundred, and a hundred of you will pursue myriads, and your enemy will fall before you by the sword. 9 And I will look on you, and I will increase you and multiply you, and I will make firm my covenant with you. 10 And you will eat the old and the very old produce, and you will clear out the old produce for the new. 11 And I will establish my covenant among you, and my soul will not abhor you. 12 Then I will walk among you and I will be your God, and you yourselves will be my people. 13 I myself am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt when you were slaves, and I shattered the bond of your yoke and brought you out with boldness.’ ” 

Punishment Promised for Disobedience

14 “ ‘But if you do not obey me or observe these my commandments, 15 but disobey them, and my judgments provoke your soul so that you do not observe all my commandments, so as to turn away from my covenant, 16 then I myself will deal with you, and I will bring against you distress, both mange and jaundice and infection of your eyes and illness that wastes away your souls. And you will sow your seed in vain, and your enemies will eat it. 17 And I will set my face against you, and you will fall before the enemies, and the ones who hate you will pursue you, and you will flee even though no one is pursuing you. 18 And if you still do not obey me, then I will continue to discipline you seven times more for your sins. 19 And I will break the insolence of your pride, and I will set the heavens for you as iron and your land as bronze. 20 Then your strength will be in vain, and your land will not give forth its seed, and the fruit tree of your field will not produce its fruit. 21 Then, if after these things you conduct yourselves in your crooked ways and are not willing to obey me, I will continue to place on you plagues seven more times according to your sins. 22 And I am sending against you the wild beasts of the land, and they will devour you and destroy your livestock. And I will make you few in number, and your roads will become desolate. 23 And with respect to these things, if you are not disciplined but continue to come against me, being treacherous, 24 then I will proceed with you treacherously in wrath, and I will strike you, even I, seven times more for your sins. 25 Then I will bring on you a sword to execute justice concerning my covenant, and you will flee into your cities, and I will send forth death to you, and you will be given over into the hands of enemies. 26 During your affliction through a lack of food, at that time ten wives will bake your loaves in one oven, and they will ration your food by measure, and you will eat it, but you will not be filled. 

27 “ ‘But if with respect to these things you do not obey me and continue to act against me treacherously, 28 then I myself will go forth after you in treacherous wrath, and I will discipline you myself, seven times according to your sins. 29 Then you will eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters you will eat. 30 And I will lay your sacred pillars to waste and utterly destroy your handmade wooden images, and I will put your corpses on top of the corpses of your idols, and my soul will be provoked with you. 31 And I will turn your cities into desolate places and devastate your holy things, and I will not smell of the scent of your offerings. 32 And I myself will completely devastate your land, and your enemies who live in it will marvel at it. 33 And I will scatter you into the nations, and my pursuing sword will consume you, and your land will be desolate, and your cities will be deserts. 34 At that time the land will be content with its Sabbaths, and throughout the days of its desolation. And you yourselves will be in the land of your enemies; during that time the land will observe its Sabbaths, and the land will be content with its Sabbaths. 35 Throughout all the days of its desolation it will observe its Sabbaths, which it did not observe during your Sabbath years when you inhabited it. 36 And to those of you who survive, I will bring slavery into their heart in the land of their enemies, and the sound of a leaf being shaken will pursue them; and they will flee just as fleeing from battle, and they will fall when no one is pursuing. 37 Then brother will disregard brother, just as in battle when no one is running someone down, and you will not be able to stand against your enemies. 38 And you will perish among the nations, and the land of your enemies will devour you. 39 And the ones from you who survive will perish because of your sins. They will waste away in the land of their enemies. 40 And they will confess their sins and the sins of their ancestors, because they transgressed and overlooked me and because they behaved treacherously before me. 41 And I myself proceeded along with them with treacherous wrath, and I will destroy them in the land of their enemies. And their uncircumcised heart will be ashamed, and at that time they will consent to their sins. 42 And I will remember the covenant with Jacob, and the covenant with Isaac, and the covenant with Abraham I will remember; and I will remember the land. 43 And the land will have been forsaken by them. Then the land will receive its Sabbaths, when it is desolate because of them, and they themselves will receive justice on account of their transgressions because they disregarded my judgments and they were provoked at my ordinances in their soul. 44 And not even when they are in the land of their enemies, not even then will I discard them, nor will I be utterly provoked toward them to the extent of utterly destroying them so as to turn away from my covenant with them, for I myself am the Lord their God. 45 And I will remember their former covenant, when I led them out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, in the presence of the nations to be their God; I myself am the Lord. 

46 “ ‘These are my judgments and my ordinances and the instruction which the Lord gave between him and between the sons of Israel at Mount Sinai by the hand of Moses.’ ” 




Redeeming Things Consecrated to God

27 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘Whoever vows a vow concerning the value of his life to the Lord, 3 the value of the male will be from twenty years up to sixty years old: his value will be fifty didrachmasa of silver according to the measure of the sanctuary. 4 But the valuation of a female will be thirty didrachmas. 5 But if the person is from five years old to twenty years old, the value of the male will be twenty didrachmas, and of the female fourteen didrachmas. 6 And from a month old to five years old the value of the male will be five didrachmas of silver, and of the female three didrachmas. 7 And if the person is from sixty years old and over, if he is male the value will be fifteen didrachmas of silver, and if female, ten didrachmas. 8 But if the person is too poor for the valuation, he will stand before the priest, and the priest will evaluate him according to the strength of the hand of the one who makes a vow. The priest will determine an evaluation for him. 9 But if it is brought forth from the livestock, from their gifts to the Lord, whoever may give from these to the Lord, it will be holy. 10 He will not exchange it, good for bad, or defective for healthy; but if he actually does end up changing it, animal for animal, it and the exchanged animal will be holy. 11 And if it is any unclean animal, from which none are offered as a gift to the Lord, he will present the animal before the priest. 12 And the priest will determine a valuation for it between good value and between bad value; and however the priest should value it, so it shall stand. 13 And if redeeming, he may redeem it; he will add a fifth to its value. 

14 “ ‘Now any person who consecrates his house as holy to the Lord, then the priest will value it; whether it is of excellent or of little value, as the priest will value it, so it will stand. 15 And whenever the one who has consecrated it would redeem his house, he will add to it a fifth of the silver of the valuation, and it will be his. 

16 “ ‘And if a person consecrates from the field of his possession to the Lord, then its value will be according to its seed: a kor of barley for fifty didrachmas of silver. 17 And if he consecrates his field during the year of the time of remission, it will stand according to its valuation. 18 And if finally, after the time of release, he consecrates his field, the priest will calculate to his benefit the silver with respect to the years remaining until the year of the time of remission; and he will take a deduction from his stated valuation. 19 And if the one buying it would redeem the field, then he will add a fifth of the silver to its valuation, and it shall be his. 20 But if he would not redeem his field and sells his field to another person, he may no longer redeem it. 21 But the field will be released during the time of remission. It is holy to the Lord as land set off as holy; it will belong to the priest as a possession. 22 And if from a field that he has purchased that is not from a field of his possession he shall sanctify to the Lord, 23 the priest will calculate for him the complete portion of the price from the year of the time of remission, and he will pay the full price on that day; it is holy to the Lord. 24 And in the year of the time of remission, the field will be given back to the person from whom he has acquired it, whose was the possession of the land. 25 And every valuation will be by the holy weights; the didrachma will be twenty obels.a 

26 “ ‘Now every firstborn that is born among your livestock will be the Lord’s, and no one will consecrate it; whether either a young bull or whether a sheep, it is the Lord’s. 27 And if he will exchange it from the unclean four-footed animals based on its valuation, then he will add a fifth of its value to it, and it will be his; but if he would not redeem it, it will be sold according to its assessment. 

28 “ ‘And every dedicated thing, whatever a person has presented to the Lord from all the things that are his—from any person, from the livestock and from the field of his possession—will not be sold nor will it be redeemed; every dedicated thing will be holy of holies to the Lord. 29 And anything that may be devoted from people will not be redeemed but to death it will die. 

30 “ ‘Every tithe of the land, from the seed of the land and the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s, holy to the Lord. 31 And if a person would redeem his tithe with a ransom price, a fifth of its value he will add to it, and it will be his. 32 And every tenth of oxen and of sheep, and anything that comes in the numbering by the staff, the tenth will be holy to the Lord. 33 You will not exchange a fair animal for a bad one, but if you do exchange it, then its exchanged animal will be holy; it will be not redeemed.’ ” 

34 These are the commandments that the Lord commanded to Moses for the people of Israel on Mount Sinai. 





NUMBERS




The Census of Israel

1 And the Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness in Sinai, in the tent of testimony, on the first day of the second month of the second year after they came out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “Take a census of the entire congregation of Israel according to family, according to ancestral households, according to the number of names, based on their head. 3 Every male from twenty years and over, every one who goes forth in the military forces of Israel, you will number them according to their troops; you and Aaron will number them. 4 And each one will be with you, according to the tribe of each of the rulers, and they will be according to the ancestral households. 5 And these are the names of the men who will be present with you: 

From the sons of Reuben, Elizur son of Shedeur. 

6 From those of Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 

7 From those of Judah, Nahshon son of Amminadab. 

8 From those of Issachar, Nethanel son of Zuar. 

9 From those of Zebulun, Eliab son of Helon. 

From those of the sons of Joseph, 

from those of Ephraim, Elishama son of Emioud; 

10 from those of Manasseh, Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 

11 From those of Benjamin, Abidan son of Gideoni. 

12 From those of Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 

13 From those of Asher, Pagiel son of Ochran. 

14 From those of Gad, Eliasaph son of Reuel. 

15 From those of Naphtali, Ahira son of Enan.” 

16 These are called on from the congregation, rulers of the tribes according to paternal lines; they are leaders of thousands in Israel. 17 And so Moses and Aaron took these men, these who had been called out by name. 18 And so they gathered the entire assembly on the first day of the month of the second year and registered them according to their generations, according to their paternal lines, according to the number of their names, from twenty years and over, every male head by head, 19 the way the Lord commanded Moses; and they were numbered in the wilderness in Sinai. 

20 And the sons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel, were according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, every male from twenty years old and above, everyone who goes out in military strength. 21 The visitation of those from the tribe of Reuben: forty-six thousand five hundred. 

22 For the sons of Simeon, according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, every male from twenty years and over, every one who went forth into military service: 23 the census of those from the tribe of Simeon: fifty-nine thousand three hundred. 

24 a For the sons of Judah, according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, all males from twenty years and over, every one who went out into military service: 25 the census of those from the tribe of Judah: seventy-four thousand six hundred. 

26 For the sons of Issachar, according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, every male from twenty years and over, every one who went forth into military service: 27 the census of those from the tribe of Issachar: fifty-four thousand four hundred. 

28 For the sons of Zebulun, according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, every male from twenty years and over, every one who went forth into military service: 29 the census of those from the tribe of Zebulun: fifty-seven thousand four hundred. 

30 For the sons of Joseph, the sons of Ephraim, according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, every male from twenty years and over, every one who went forth into military service: 31 the census of those from the tribe of Ephraim: forty thousand five hundred. 

32 For the sons of Manasseh, according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, every male from twenty years and over, every one who went forth into military service: 33 the census of those from the tribe of Manasseh: thirty-two thousand three hundred. 

34 For the sons of Benjamin, according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, every male from twenty years and over, every one who went forth into military service: 35 the census of those from the tribe of Benjamin: thirty-five thousand four hundred. 

36 b For the sons of Gad, according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, every male from twenty years and over, every one who went forth into military service: 37 the census of those from the tribe of Gad: forty-fivethousand, six hundred and fifty. 

38 For the sons of Dan, according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, every male from twenty years and over, every one who went forth into military service: 39 the census of those from the tribe of Dan: sixty-two thousand seven hundred. 

40 For the sons of Asher, according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, every male from twenty years and over, every one who went forth into military service: 41 the census of those from the tribe of Asher: forty-one thousand five hundred. 

42 For the sons of Naphtali, according to their kinships, according to their clans, according to their ancestral households, according to the number of their names, head by head, every male from twenty years and over, every one who went forth into military service: 43 the census of those from the tribe of Naphtali: fifty-three thousand four hundred. 

44 This is the census, which Moses and Aaron and the leaders of Israel, carefully recorded—twelve men, one man from each tribe, according to the tribe of the ancestral households. 45 And the entire census of the sons of Israel in their hosts from twenty years and over was every one who went forth in battle array in Israel: 46 six hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty. 

47 But the Levites from the tribe of their family were not included among the sons of Israel. 48 The Lord had spoken to Moses, saying, 49 “Look, you will not include the tribe of Levi, or enroll their number among sons of Israel. 50 And as for you, set the Levites over the tent of testimony and over all its implements and over everything that is in it. They themselves will care for the tent and all its various implements, and they themselves will minister in it, and they will encamp in the vicinity of the tent. 51 And when the tent is taken down, the Levites will take it down, and when the tent is set up, they will set it up; and the stranger who advances up to it will die! 52 And the sons of Israel will pitch camp, each man in his own appointed group and place, and each man according to his own regiment, together with their own military men. 53 And the Levites will encamp before the Lord in the vicinity of the tent of testimony, and there will be no threatening offence among the sons of Israel, and the Levites themselves will keep guard over the tent of testimony.” 54 And the sons of Israel did according to everything which the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron; so they did. 




Arrangement of the Camps

2 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “The sons of Israel shall encamp, each person with his respective group according to military standard, and according to their ancestral households. The sons of Israel shall encamp opposite and all around the tent of testimony. 

3 “And those encamping toward the south and toward the east will be the regiment of the encampment of Judah together with their hosts and the ruler of the sons of Judah, Nahshon son of Amminadab. 4 His hosts who were numbered: seventy-four thousand six hundred. 5 And those encamping next to him, the tribe of Issachar and the ruler of the sons of Issachar, Nethanel son of Zuar. 6 His hosts who were numbered: fifty-four thousand four hundred. 7 And those encamping next to him, the tribe of Zebulun and the ruler of the sons of Zebulun, Eliab son of Helon. 8 Their hosts who were numbered: fifty-seven thousand four hundred. 9 All those who were numbered from the encampment of Judah were one hundred and eighty-six thousand four hundred, together with their hosts. They are the first ones who will break camp. 

10 “The group of the encampment of Reuben will be toward the south, their hosts and the ruler of the sons of Reuben, Elizur son of Shedeur. 11 His hosts who were numbered: forty-six thousand five hundred. 12 And those encamping next to him, the tribe of Simeon and the ruler of the sons of Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 13 His hosts who were numbered: fifty-nine thousand three hundred. 14 And those encamping next to him, the tribe of Gad and the ruler of the sons of Gad, Eliasaph son of Reuel. 15 His hosts who were numbered: forty-five thousand, six hundred and fifty. 16 All those who were numbered from among the encampment of Reuben were one hundred and fifty-one thousand, four hundred and fifty, together with their hosts. They are the second ones who will break camp. 

17 “And the tent of testimony will be set out, and the encampment of the Levites will be in the middle of the encampment; and just as they pitch camp, just so, also, they will break camp, each one keeping together with respect to their company. 

18 “The group of the encampment of Ephraim will be beside the sea, together with their hosts and the ruler of the sons of Ephraim, Elishama son of Ammihud. 19 His hosts who were numbered: forty thousand five hundred. 20 And those encamping next to him, the tribe of Manasseh and the ruler of the sons of Manasseh, Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 21 His hosts who were numbered: thirty-two thousand four hundred. 22 And those encamping next to him, the tribe of Benjamin and the ruler of the sons of Benjamin, Abidan son of Gideoni. 23 His hosts who were numbered: thirty-five thousand four hundred. 24 All those who were numbered of the encampment of Ephraim were one hundred and eight thousand one hundred, together with their hosts. They will be the third group who break camp. 

25 “The group of the encampment of Dan will be toward the north, together with their hosts, and the ruler of the sons of Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 26 His hosts that were numbered: sixty-two thousand five hundred. 27 And those encamping next to him, the tribe of Asher, and the ruler of the sons of Asher, Pagiel son of Ochran. 28 His hosts, those who were numbered: forty-one thousand five hundred. 29 And those encamping next to him, the tribe of Naphtali and the ruler of the sons of Naphtalites, Ahira son of Enan. 30 His hosts that were numbered: fifty-three thousand four hundred. 31 All those who were numbered of the encampment of Dan: one hundred and fifty-seven thousand six hundred. As the last ones they will break camp according to their own group.” 

32 This was the census of the sons of Israel according to their ancestral households; the entire census of the encampments together with their hosts: six hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty. 33 But the Levites were not included among them, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 34 And the sons of Israel did everything that the Lord had commanded Moses. Accordingly they pitched camp according to their groups, and thus they set out, each one, maintaining order according to their clans, according to their ancestral households. 




The Levites

3 Now these are the generations of Aaron and Moses on the day the Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai. 2 Now these are the names of the sons of Aaron: the firstborn Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3 These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed priests who ratified their hands to serve as priests. 4 Now Nadab and Abihu died into the presence of the Lord since they presented unauthorized fire before the Lord in the wilderness of Sinai, and so they had no children. And Eleazar and Ithamar served as priest with Aaron, their father. 

5 And the Lord spoke with Moses, saying, 6 “Take the tribe of Levi and present them before Aaron, the priest, and they will assist him in ministry. 7 And they will carry out responsibilities for him and duties for the sons of Israel in the confines of the tent of the testimony, performing the duties connected with the tent. 8 And they will watch over all the implements of the tent of testimony and the responsibilities toward sons of Israel with respect to all the duties connected with the tent. 9 And you will give the Levites to Aaron and to his sons who serve as priests; they have been given as a gift on my behalf from the sons of Israel. 10 And you will establish Aaron and his sons over the tent of the testimony, and they will carry out their priestly office, and everything with respect to the altar and inside the veil; and the stranger who touches anything will be put to death.” 

11 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “And look, I myself have taken the Levites of the sons of Israel in place of all the firstborn who open the womb among the sons of Israel. They will be a ransom for them, and so the Levites will be mine. 13 For every firstborn is mine. On that day I struck every firstborn in the land of Egypt, I sanctified every firstborn among Israel for myself, from human to animal; they will be mine. I am the Lord.” 

14 And the Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, 15 “Examine the sons of Levi according to their ancestral households, according to their clans; every male from a month old and over, number them.” 16 And so Moses and Aaron carefully recorded them on account of the voice of the Lord, the way the Lord had commanded them. 17 Now these were the sons of Levi according to their names: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 18 And these are the names of the sons of Gershon according to their clans: Libni and Shimei. 19 And the sons of Kohath according to their clans: Amram and Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 20 And the sons of Merari according to their clans: Mahli and Mushi. These are the clans of the Levites according to their ancestral households. 

21 Gershon had the clan of Libni and the clan of Shimei; these are the clans of Gershon. 22 The census of them, according to the number of every male from a month old and over, the census of them was seven thousand five hundred. 23 And the sons of Gershon will pitch camp behind the tent toward the sea. 24 And the ruler of the ancestral household of the clan of Gershon was Eliasaph son of Dael. 25 And the responsibility of the sons of Gershon with respect to the tent of testimony were the tent and the veil and the covering for the entrance of the tent of testimony, 26 and the curtains of the courtyard and the veil of the entrance of the courtyard, which is fastened on the tent, and the remaining tasks of all its functions. 

27 Kohath had the clan of the Amramites and the clan of the Izharites and the clan of the Hebronites and the clan of the Uzzielites. These are the clans of Kohath, 28 by number: every male from a month old and over, eight thousand six hundred, who attended to the responsibilities concerning the holy things. 29 The clans of the sons of Kohath will pitch camp along the sides of the tent, toward the south. 30 And the ruler of the ancestral household of the clans of Kohath: Elizaphan son of Uzziel. 31 And their responsibility was the ark and the table and the lampstand and the altars and the implements of the holy place, the things by which they minister with them, and the veil and all their functions. 32 And the chief ruler over the rulers of the Levites is Eleazar the son of Aaron, the priest, appointed to carry out the responsibilities of the holy things. 

33 Merari had the clan of Mahli and the clan of Mushi; these are the clans of Merari. 34 Their census by number: every male from a month old and over, six thousand and fifty. 35 And the ruler of the household lineage of the clan of Merari, Zuriel son of Abihail; they will pitch camp toward the north along the sides of the tent. 36 The oversight, the responsibility of the sons of Merari was the capitals of the tent and its stabilizing bars and its pillars and its bases, and all their implements and their functions, 37 and also the pillars of the courtyard all around, and their bases and pegs and their cords. 

38 Now those encamping at the front of the tent of testimony toward sunrise are Moses and Aaron and his sons, who are responsible for the obligations concerning the holy place, for the responsibilities pertaining to the sons of Israel; and any other unauthorized person who touches anything will be put to death. 39 The entire census of the Levites whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the direction of the Lord, according to their clans, every male from a month old and over, were twenty-two thousand. 

40 And then the Lord said to Moses, saying, “Number every firstborn male of the sons of Israel from a month old and over, and take the number by name. 41 And you will take the Levites as mine (I am the Lord) in place of all the firstborn of the sons of Israel, and the livestock of the Levites in place of all the firstborn among the livestock of the sons of Israel.” 42 And so Moses numbered the way the Lord had commanded, every firstborn among the sons of Israel. 43 And so they were, all the firstborn males according to the number by name, from a month old and over from their numbering, twenty-two thousand two hundred and seventy three. 

44 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 45 “Take the Levites in place of all the firstborn of the sons of Israel, and the livestock of the Levites in place of their livestock, and so the Levites will be mine. I am the Lord. 46 And the ransom price will be two hundred and seventy-three with respect to those who exceed the number of Levites from the firstborn of the sons of Israel. 47 And you will take five shekels, with respect to each person, according to the holy double-drachma, you will take twenty obels per shekel. 48 And you will give the silver to Aaron and to his sons as a ransom price for the excess number among them.” 49 And so Moses received the ransom silver for the excess numbers beyond the redemption provided by the Levites. 50 He received the silver from the firstborn of the sons of Israel, one thousand three hundred and sixty-five shekels, according to the shekel of the holy place. 51 And Moses offered the redemption of the excess numbers for Aaron and for his descendants through the voice of the Lord, the way the Lord commanded Moses. 




The Kohathites

4 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “Take a census of the sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi with respect to their clans according to their ancestral households, 3 from twenty-five years and over and up to fifty years, everyone who is permitted to perform ministry, to carry out all the duties with respect to the tent of testimony. 4 Now these are the duties of the sons of Kohath with respect to the tent of testimony, holy of holies. 5 And Aaron and his sons will enter in whenever the encampment breaks up, and they will take down the shadowing veil and cover the ark of testimony with it. 6 And they will place a covering of blue leather on it. And they will toss on that a covering entirely of blue on top and put the carrying poles through. 7 And on the table of presentation, they will put on it an all-purple cloth and the dishes and the censers and the cups and the libation bowls, by which someone pours libations, and the bread; these things will be on it at all times. 8 And they will place a cloth of scarlet on it and will cover it with a covering of blue skin and put the carrying poles through it. 9 And they will take a blue cloth and will cover the lampstand which provides light, and its lamps and its snuffers and its oil canisters and all the containers for the olive oil, by which they minister by them. 10 And they will place it and all its implements in a covering of blue leather, and they will place it on carrying poles. 11 And they will cover the gold altar with a blue cloth and will cover it with a covering of blue leather and put its carrying poles into place. 12 And they will take all the implements for ministering, that they minister with them with the holy things, and they will place them in a blue cloth and will cover them with a covering of blue leather, and they will place them on carrying poles. 13 And he will place the covering on the altar and so cover it with an all-purple cloth. 14 And they will place all the implements on it with which they minister on it by them, and so the censers and the flesh-hooks and the bowls and the covering and all the implements for the altar, and they will place a covering of blue leather on it and put its carrying poles into place. And they will take a purple cloth and cover the basin and its base, and they will place it into a covering of blue leather, and they will place these on poles. 15 And Aaron and his sons will finish covering up the holy things and all the holy implements when the encampment is taken down, and following these procedures, the sons of Kohath will go in to transport these things, and they will not touch the holy things, so that they do not die. The sons of Kohath will care for these things with respect to the tent of testimony. 16 The overseer is Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, with respect to the oil for the light and the especially compounded incense and the daily sacrifice and the anointing oil; he is the guardian over the whole tent and whatever is in it with respect to the holy place, with respect to all its functions.” 

17 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 18 “Do not destroy the clan of Kohath from the tribe of the Levites. 19 Do this for them, and they will live, and they will not die when they advance to the holies of holies. Let Aaron and his sons come forward, and they will organize them, each one according to his assignment. 20 And they shall not let them enter in to look at the holy things for a moment and so die.” 

The Gershonites

21 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 22 “Take a census of the sons of Gershon, and those according to their ancestral households according to their clans, 23 from twenty-five years old and over, up to fifty years old, and number them, every one who is permitted to perform religious duties to perform his functions in the tent of testimony. 24 This is the religious duty for the clan of Gershon when ministering and executing their tasks. 25 And they will carry the curtains for the tent, and the tent of testimony and its covering, and the blue veil that is on it above, and the covering of the door of the tent of testimony. 26 And the curtains of the court, which are on the tent of testimony, and the excess or remainder of the curtains, and all the vessels for ministering, whatever things they minister with them, they will work with. 27 According to the instructions of Aaron and his sons, the religious duties of the sons of Gershon will be done with regard to all their religious duties and with regard to all the works on account of them, and you will number them by names concerning all the things taken up by them. 28 This is the religious responsibility of the sons of Gershon concerning the tent of testimony and their duty by the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron, the priest.” 

The Merarites

29 “As for the sons of Merari, according to their clans with respect to their ancestral households, number them. 30 From twenty-five years old and over to fifty years old, number them, every one who goes in to perform religious duties, the ministries of the tent of testimony. 31 And these are the directions of the things taken up by them according to all duties that are in the tent of testimony: The capitals of the tent and the stabilizing bars and its pillars and its bases and the covering and their sockets and their pillars and the covering veil of the entrance of the tent, 32 and the pillars of the court encircling it and their bases, and the pillars for the covering veil of the entrance of the court, and their bases and their pegs and their cords and all their vessels, and all their liturgical accessories—you will number them by names, and all the vessels of the charge concerning those things transported by them. 33 This is the religious responsibility of the clan of the sons of Merari concerning all their functions concerning the tent of testimony by the hand of Ithamar son of Aaron, the priest.” 

Census of the Levites

34 And Moses and Aaron and the chief rulers of Israel numbered the sons of Kohath according to their clans with respect to their ancestral households. 35 From twenty-five years old and over, up to fifty years old, every one who goes in to perform religious duties and to minister in the tent of testimony. 36 And so the census of them was according to their clans, two thousand two hundred and fifty. 37 This is the census of the clan of Kohath, every one who ministers in the tent of testimony, just as Moses and Aaron numbered them at the command of the Lord, by the hand of Moses. 

38 And the sons of Gershon were numbered according to their clans with respect to their ancestral households, 39 from twenty-five years old and over, up to fifty years old, every one who goes in to perform ministry, and to perform duties in the tent of testimony. 40 And the census of them was according to their clans, with respect to their ancestral households, two thousand six hundred and thirty. 41 This is the census of the clan of the sons of Gershon, every one who ministers in the tent of testimony, whom Moses and Aaron numbered at the command of the Lord, by the hand of Moses. 

42 And the clan of the sons of Merari were numbered according to their clans with respect to their ancestral households, 43 from twenty-five years old and over, up to fifty years old, every one who goes in to perform ministry, for the functioning of the tent of testimony. 44 And so the census of them was according to their clans, with respect to their ancestral households, three thousand two hundred. 45 This is the census of the clan of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron numbered at the command of the Lord, by the hand of Moses. 

46 All persons who were numbered, whom Moses and Aaron and the chief rulers of Israel numbered, the Levites, according to clans and with respect to ancestral households, 47 from twenty-five years old and over, up to fifty years of age, every one who enters for the purpose of the work of ministry and for the things that are transported with respect to the tent of testimony. 48 And so the ones numbered were eight thousand five hundred and eighty. 49 He numbered them by the hand of Moses at the command of the Lord, each one with respect to their functions and with respect to those things that they transport; and they were numbered the way the Lord had charged Moses. 




The Unclean Isolated

5 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Command the sons of Israel and have them send out from the encampment everyone who is leprous and everyone who has a discharge and everyone unclean on the person. 3 Whether male or female send them outside the encampment, and they will certainly not pollute their encampments, in which I myself dwell among them.” 4 And the sons of Israel did so, and they sent them outside the encampment; just as the Lord spoke to Moses, so the sons of Israel did. 

Confession and Making Recompense

5 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 6 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘Any man or who commits any of the human sins, and that person disregarding with disregard and tresspassing with tresspass, 7 will confess the sin that he committed and will make recompense for the trespass with the sum, and he will add to it a fifth more and repay it to whoever he made an offense against him. 8 But if the person has no next of kin, so as for the trespass offering to be given to him on behalf of him, the compensation presented to the Lord will be for the priest, except for the ram of atonement, through which atonement is made by it concerning him. 9 And all first-fruit offerings with respect to all the sacred offerings by the sons of Israel, whatever they may bring to the Lord, will go to the priest himself. 10 And the sacred gifts to each person are his own; the one who gives to the priest, it will be his.’ ” 

Unfaithful Wives

11 And then the Lord spoke to Moses saying, 12 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘Concerning a man a man,a if his wife goes astray and despises him disdainfully, 13 and someone lies with her in bed of seed, but it escapes the eyes of her husband, and she hides it, and she is polluted, but a witness was not there with her, and she was not caught, 14 and a spirit of jealousy comes on him and he becomes jealous of his wife, and she is defiled, or a spirit of jealousy comes on him and he become jealous of his wife, but she is not polluted, 15 then the man will lead his wife to the priest and present the gift concerning her, a tenth of a measure of an ephah of meal from barley; he will not pour oil on it, nor will he place frankincense on it, for it is a grain offering of jealousy, a memorial grain offering that recalls sin. 16 And the priest will bring her and make her stand before the Lord. 17 And the priest will take pure living water in a clay vessel and some of the earth that is on the floor of the tent of testimony. And when the priest has taken it, he will place it in the water. 18 And the priest will make the woman stand in the presence of the Lord and will uncover the head of the woman and will place the memorial offering in her hands, the offering of jealousy; but the water of this conviction will be in the hand of the priest, which brings a curse. 19 And the priest will adjure her and will say to the woman, “If no one has slept with you, if you have not transgressed, so as to be defiled while under your own husband, be guiltless from this convicting water that brings a curse. 20 But if you yourself have transgressed, being a married woman, or are polluted, and someone has given his bed in you except for your husband;” 21 Then the priest will adjure the woman by the words of this curse, and the priest will say to the woman, “The Lord pay you in a curse and an oath among your people, when the Lord causes your thigh to deteriorate and your belly to become swollen. 22 And the water that brings on this curse will enter in into your belly, causing your womb to swell and deteriorating your thigh.” And the woman will say, “Indeed, may it happen.” 23 And the priest will write these curses in the book and wipe them off into the water of conviction, which brings a curse. 24 And he will cause the woman to drink the water of conviction which brings a curse, and the water that brings a curse of conviction will enter into her. 25 And the priest will take the offering of jealousy from the hand of the woman, and he will place the offering before the Lord and present it on the altar. 26 And the priest will take a handful of her memorial grain offering and carry it up to the altar, and after these things he will have the woman drink the water. 

27 “ ‘And it will be, if she is polluted and in fact has escaped the notice of her husband, then the water of conviction that brings on a curse will enter into her, and her belly will become swollen, and her thigh will deteriorate, and the woman will become a curse to her people. 28 But if the woman is not polluted, but is pure, she will be unpunished, and she will conceive seed. 

29 “ ‘This is the law of jealousy, in the situation when the married woman goes astray and is polluted. 30 Or a man, for whomever a spirit of jealousy comes on him, and he becomes jealous of his wife. Then he will set his wife before the Lord, and the priest will do this entire law to her. 31 And the husband will be free from liability of sin, but that wife will accept her sin.’ ” 




The Law of the Nazirite

6 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘A man or woman who, with great solemnity, firmly vows a vow to separate, in purity to the Lord, 3 from wine and strong drink, he will be free from wine, and he will not drink vinegar prepared from wine, and vinegar prepared from beer. And he will not drink whatever is prepared from grapes, and he will not eat fresh grapes or dried grapes. 4 All the days of his vow, he will not eat anything that comes from the vine, from wine of pressed grapes to a grape-stone. 5 For all the days of purification, no razor will come on his head until the days are completed, whatever number he vowed to the Lord. He will be holy, growing hair, head hair. 6 All the days of his vow to the Lord he will not go near any dead person. 7 With respect to father or with respect to mother or concerning brother or concerning sister, he will not defile himself with respect to them when they die because his vow to God is on him, on his head. 8 All the days of his vow, he will be holy to the Lord. 9 But if someone dies suddenly near him, the head of his vow will immediately be defiled, and he will shave his head; on whatever day he is cleansed, on the seventh day he will be shaved. 10 And on the eighth day he will bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the priest, to the doors of the tent of testimony. 11 And the priest will use one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, and the priest will make atonement for him for the things he sinned with respect to the dead person. And he will sanctify his head, for the days of his vow, on that day 12 in which he was consecrated to the Lord, and he will bring a one-year-old lamb for a trespass offering, and the previous days will be considered void, because the head of his vow was defiled. 

13 “ ‘Now this is the law of one who makes a vow, on the day when the days of his vow are fulfilled: He himself will present a gift at the doors of the tent of testimony. 14 And he will bring his gift to the Lord, a one-year-old unblemished lamb for a burnt offering and a one-year-old unblemished lamb for a sin offering and an unblemished ram for an offering of well-being, 15 and a basket of unleavened bread of fine wheat flour, bread prepared with olive oil, and unleavened thin cakes, basted with olive oil, and their accompanying offerings and their drink offering. 16 And the priest will bring them before the Lord and will execute his sin offering and his burnt offering. 17 And then he will execute the ram as a sacrifice of well-being to the Lord along with the basket of unleavened bread, and the priest will do his offering and his drink offering. 18 And the one who has vowed will shave the head of his vow beside the doors of the tent of testimony, and he will place the hair on the fire, which is under the sacrifice of well-being. 19 And the priest will take the boiled shoulder of the ram and one unleavened loaf from the basket and one unleavened cake, and he will place them in the hands of the one who made the vow after his vow has been shaved. 20 And the priest will present these things as a heave offering before the Lord; it will be holy for the priest on the breast of the heave offering and on the shoulder of the separated portion. Then, after these things, the one who has vowed may drink wine. 21 This is the law concerning the person who makes a vow, who vows to the Lord his gift to the Lord with respect to his vow, apart what his hand may have, with respect to the worth of his vow, which he may vow according to the law of purity.’ ” 

Aaron’s Blessing

22 And then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘You will bless the sons of Israel like this, addressing them: 

24 May the Lord bless and protect you, 

25 and may the Lord cause his face to shine on you, and may he show mercy to you. 

26 May the Lord lift up his face on you, and may he give you peace.’ ” 

27 And they will place my name on the sons of Israel, and I, the Lord, will bless them. 




Offerings at the Consecration of the Tent of Testimony

7 And so it was that on the day Moses completed these things, so that he had set up the tent and anointed it and consecrated it and all its implements and the altar and all its implements, and had anointed these things and consecrated them, 2 and the rulers of Israel, the twelve rulers of their ancestral houses, brought an offering. These were rulers of tribes; they were the ones who presided over the inspection. 3 And they brought their gift before the Lord, six covered wagons and twelve oxen, each wagon from two rulers, and a young bull from each, and they approached near the front of the tent. 4 And the Lord said to Moses, saying, 5 “Receive these from them, and they will be for the ministering functions of the tent of testimony, and you will give these things to the Levites, to each one according to his religious duties.” 6 And so when Moses had taken the wagons and the oxen, he gave them to the Levites. 7 He gave two wagons and four oxen to the sons of Gershon according to their religious duties. 8 Then he gave four wagons and eight oxen to the sons of Merari, according to their religious ministries, through Ithamar son of Aaron the priest. 9 But he did not give any to the sons of Kohath because they have charge of the holy liturgical ministrations and accessories; they will carry them on their shoulders. 10 And then the rulers brought gifts for the consecration of the altar on the day he anointed it, and the rulers brought their gifts to the front of the altar. 11 And the Lord said to Moses, “One ruler each day, a ruler each day, let them bring forward their gifts for the consecration of the altar.” 12 And the one who presented his gift on the first day was Nahshon son of Amminadab, ruler of the tribe of Judah. 13 And he brought his gift: one silver cup; its weight was one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 14 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 15 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 16 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 17 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers and five rams, five he-goats, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Nahshon son of Amminadab. 

18 On the second day Nethanel of the sons of Zuar, the ruler of the tribe of Issachar, presented an offering. 19 And he offered his gift: one silver cup; its weight was one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 20 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 21 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 22 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 23 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers, five rams, five he-goats, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Nethanel son of Zuar. 

24 On the third day, the ruler of the sons of Zebulun, Eliab son of Helon. 25 His gift: one silver cup, its weight one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 26 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 27 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 28 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 29 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers, five rams, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Eliab son of Helon. 

30 On the fourth day, the ruler of the sons of Reuben, Elizur son of Edisour. 31 His gift: one silver cup, its weight one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 32 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 33 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 34 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 35 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers, five rams, five he-goats, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Elizur son of Shedeur. 

36 On the fifth day, the ruler of the sons of Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 37 His gift: one silver cup, its weight was one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 38 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 39 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 40 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 41 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers, five rams, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 

42 On the sixth day, the ruler of the sons of Gad, Eliasaph son of Reuel. 43 His gift: one silver cup, its weight was one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 44 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 45 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 46 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 47 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers, five rams, five he-goats, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Eliasaph, son of Reuel. 

48 On the seventh day, the ruler of the sons of Ephraim, Elishama son of Ammihud. 49 His gift: one silver cup, its weight one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 50 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 51 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 52 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 53 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers, five rams, five he-goats, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Elishama son of Ammihud. 

54 On the eighth day, the ruler of the sons of Manasseh, Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 55 His gift: one silver cup, its weight was one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 56 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 57 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 58 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 59 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers, five rams, five he-goats, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 

60 On the ninth day, the ruler of the sons of Benjamin, Abidan son of Gideoni. 61 His gift: one silver cup, its weight was one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 62 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 63 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 64 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 65 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers, five rams, five he-goats, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Abidan son of Gideoni. 

66 On the tenth day, the ruler of the sons of Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 67 His gift: one silver cup, its weight was one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 68 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 69 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 70 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 71 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers, five rams, five he-goats, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 

72 On the eleventh day, the ruler of the sons of Asher, Pagiel son of Ochran. 73 His gift: one silver cup, its weight was one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 74 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 75 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 76 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 77 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers, five rams, five he-goats, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Pagiel son of Ochran. 

78 On the twelfth day, the ruler of the sons of Naphtali, Ahira son of Enan. 79 His gift: one silver cup, its weight was one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both filled with fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for an offering; 80 one censer of ten gold shekels, filled with fragrant incense; 81 one young bull from the herd, and one ram, a year-old lamb for a whole burnt offering; 82 and one young goat from the goats for a sin offering; 83 and for a sacrifice of well-being, two heifers, five rams, five he-goats, five one-year-old ewe lambs; this was the gift of Ahira son of Enan. 

84 This was the dedication offering of the altar, on the day he anointed it, from the sons of Israel: twelve silver cups and dishes, twelve silver bowls, twelve gold censers, 85 one cup of a hundred and thirty shekels, and one bowl of seventy shekels; all the silver of the vessels was two thousand four hundred shekels, in the holy shekel. 86 There were twelve gold censers, full of fragrant incense; all the gold of the censers was a hundred and twenty gold shekels. 87 All the cattle for burnt offerings were: twelve young bulls, twelve rams, twelve one-year-old lambs, and their sacrifices and their drink offerings, and twelve kids from the goats for a sin offering. 88 All the cattle for a sacrifice of well-being: twenty-four heifers and sixty rams, sixty one-year-old lambs without blemish; sixty he-goats. This was the dedication offering of the altar, after his hand-filling and after his anointing. 89 When Moses entered into the tent of the testimony to talk with him, then he heard the voice of the Lord speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the testimony between the two cherubim, and so he would address him. 




The Seven Lamps

8 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to Aaron and say to him, ‘Whenever you attach the lamps from the part of the lampstand, the seven lamps will cast light toward the front of the lampstand.’ ” 3 And Aaron did just so; he fastened its lamps out from one side toward the face of the lampstand. 4 And this is the construction of the lampstand: solid gold, its stem and its ornamental petals, entirely solid. According to the image that the Lord showed Moses, so he made the lampstand. 

Purification of the Levites

5 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 6 “Take the Levites out from the middle of the sons of Israel and purify them. 7 And accordingly, you will perform their purification for them. You will sprinkle them with water of purification, and a razor will go over their entire body, and they will wash their garments, and they will be clean. 8 And they will take one young bull from the herd and its offering, fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil; and you will take another one-year-old young bull from the herd for a sin offering. 9 And you will bring the Levites before the tent of testimony and gather the whole gathering of the sons of Israel. 10 And you will bring the Levites before the Lord, and the sons of Israel will place their hands on the Levites. 11 And Aaron will set the Levites apart as a gift offering before the Lord, from the sons of Israel, and they will be so as to perform the work of the Lord. 12 And the Levites will place their hands on the heads of the young bulls and will offer one for a sin offering and the other one for a whole burnt offering to the Lord to make atonement for them. 13 And you will present the Levites before the Lord, before Aaron and before his sons, and you will present them as a gift offering before the Lord. 14 And you will separate out the Levites from the midst of sons of Israel, and they will be mine. 15 And after these things, the Levites will come in to perform the work of the tent of testimony, and so you will purify them and will present them before the Lord. 16 Because these persons are being given to me as a gift offering from among the sons of Israel in place of those that open every womb of all the firstborn of the sons of Israel; I have taken them to myself. 17 For every firstborn among the sons of Israel is mine, from humans to animals; on the day I struck every firstborn in the land of Egypt, I set them apart to myself. 18 And I took the Levites in place of every firstborn among the sons of Israel. 19 And I gave the Levites, as a gift offering given to Aaron and to his sons from the midst of the children of Israel, to perform the duties of the sons of Israel in the tent of testimony, and to make atonement for the sons of Israel. And there will be no-one of the sons of Israel who approaches the holy things.” 20 And Moses and Aaron and the entire community of Israel did to the Levites just as the Lord had commanded Moses about the Levites; so the sons of Israel did to them. 21 And the Levites purified themselves and washed their garments, and Aaron presented them as a gift offering before the Lord, and Aaron made atonement for them to purify them. 22 And after these things, the Levites entered to perform religious duties, their public religious service in the tent of testimony before Aaron and before his sons; just as the Lord had charged Moses with respect to the Levites, so they did concerning them. 

23 And then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “This is the regulation concerning the Levites: They of twenty-five years old and over will enter to perform duties in the tent of testimony. 25 And from fifty years old, they will cease religious duties and not work any longer, 26 and his brother may serve in the tent of testimony to observe and perform guard duty, but he shall work no work; this is how you will manage the Levites while on their duties.” 




The Passover

9 And the Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai in the second year after they came out from the land of Egypt in the first month, saying, 2 “Say to and have the sons of Israel observe the Passover according to its set time. 3 On the fourteenth day of the first month you will observe it toward evening, you will observe it according to its set time with respect to its law, and according to its ruling.” 4 And Moses directed the sons of Israel to carry out the Passover, 5 starting with the fourteenth day of the month in the wilderness of Sinai; just as the Lord had charged Moses, so the sons of Israel acted. 

6 And men came who were unclean at a human soul, and they were not able to observe the Passover on that day. And they came before Moses and Aaron on that day. 7 And so those men said to him, “We are unclean with respect to a human soul. So shall we miss presenting our gift to the Lord at its appointed time along with the sons of Israel?” 8 And Moses said to them, “Wait here, and I will listen to what the Lord instructs concerning you.” 

9 And the Lord directed Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘Whenever a person, a person who becomes unclean at a human soul, whether on a journey distant for you, or among your offspring, and he shall offer the Passover to the Lord 11 in the second month on the fourteenth day. They will observe it toward evening; they will eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 12 They will not leave any of it until morning, and they will break no bone of it; they will observe it according to the regulations of the Passover. 13 But a person who is clean and is not on a distant journey but fails to observe the Passover, that person will be utterly destroyed from his people, because he did not bring the gift to the Lord according to its appointed time; that person will accept his sin. 14 And when a resident alien approaches you in your land, and he would observe the Passover to the Lord, then according to the regulations of the Passover and according to its procedures he may offer it; the same law will be for you and for the stranger and for the native inhabitant of the land.’ ” 

The Cloud and the Fire

15 And on the day in which the tent was erected, the cloud enveloped the tent, the house of the testimony, and in the evenings it was on the tent as an appearance of fire until morning. 16 And so it was all the time; the cloud covered it during the day and an appearance of fire throughout the night. 17 And whenever the cloud lifted from the tent, then, after these things, the sons of Israel set out, and in the location where the cloud stopped, there the sons of Israel pitched camp. 18 At the command of the Lord the sons of Israel will pitch camp, and at the command of the Lord they will set out, during all the days in which the cloud overshadows the tent, the sons of Israel will pitch camp. 19 And whenever the cloud is drawn over the tent many days, then the sons of Israel will keep the charge of God, and they will not set out. 20 And it will happen that whenever the cloud continues to overshadow the tent a number of days, at the direction of the Lord they will pitch camp, and at the command of the Lord they will set out. 21 And it will happen that whenever the cloud may remain from evening until morning, then the cloud goes up during the morning, then they will set out during the day or during the night. 22 When during a month of multiplying days the cloud continues to overshadow it, the sons of Israel will pitch camp, and they will not set out. 23 For they set out through the command of the Lord—the charge of the Lord, which they kept through the command of the Lord by the hand of Moses. 




The Silver Trumpets

10 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Make for yourself two trumpets of beaten silver; you will shape for yourself, and they will be for you to call together the assembly and to move out the encampments. 3 And you will signal by them and bring together all the community at the door of the tent of testimony. 4 But when by one sound they signal, then all the rulers, the leaders of Israel, will come to you. 5 And you will sound the trumpet as a signal, and the encampments, those camping on the east, will break camp. 6 And you will sound the trumpet as a signal a second time, and the encampments, those who are encamping to the south, will break camp; and you will sound the trumpet as a signal a third time, and the encampments, those who are encamping toward the sea, will break camp; and you will sound the trumpet as a signal a fourth time, and the encampments, those who are encamping toward the north, will break camp. When they break camp, they will sound the trumpet as a signal. 7 And whenever you gather the assembly, you will sound the trumpet, but not as a signal of alarm. 8 And the sons of Aaron, the priests, will signal with the trumpets, and it will be for you a perpetual ordinance throughout your generations. 9 And when you go forth to war in your land against your enemies who oppose you, and you sound an alarm with the trumpets, then you will be remembered before the Lord, and you will be delivered from your enemies. 10 And in the days of your joyous celebrations and in your feasts and in your new moons, you will sound the trumpets over your whole burnt offerings and over your sacrifices of well-being, and it will be for you an occasion of remembrance before your God. I am the Lord your God.” 

Departure from Sinai

11 And it happened in the second year in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month, that the cloud lifted from the tent of testimony. 12 And the sons of Israel set out together with their baggage in the wilderness of Sinai, and the cloud stood in the wilderness of Paran. 13 And those who were first set out at the direction of the Lord by the hand of Moses. 14 And so the group from the encampment of the sons of Judah set out as the first ones, together with their hosts, and over their hosts Nahshon son of Amminadab. 15 And over the hosts of the tribe of the sons of Issachar was Nethanel son of Zuar. 16 And over the hosts of the tribe of the sons of Zebulun was Eliab son of Helon. 17 And they will take down the tent, and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari, who will carry the tent, will break camp. 

18 And the group from the encampment of Reuben set out together with their hosts, and over their hosts was Elizur son of Shedeur. 19 And over the hosts of the tribe of the sons of Simeon was Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 20 And over the hosts of the tribe of the sons of Gad was Eliasaph the son of Reuel. 21 And then the sons of Kohath will break camp, carrying the holy things, and others will set up the tent by the time they arrive. 

22 And the group from the encampment of Ephraim will set out, together with their hosts; over their hosts was Elishama son of Ammihud. 23 And over the hosts of the tribe of the sons of Manasseh was Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. 24 And over the hosts of the tribe of the sons of Benjamin was Abidan the son of Gideoni. 

25 And the group from the encampment of the sons of Dan will break camp as the last ones of all the encampments, together with their hosts, and over their hosts was Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. 26 And over the hosts of the tribe of the sons of Asher was Pagiel son of Ochran. 27 And over the hosts of the tribe of the sons of Naphtali was Ahira son of Enan. 28 These were the forces of the sons of Israel; and so they set out, together with their hosts. 

29 And then Moses said to Jobab son of Reuel, the Midianite, the father-in-law of Moses, “We are setting out for the place concerning which the Lord said, ‘This I will give to you!’ Come with us, and we will do you well, because the Lord has pronounced good things on Israel.” 30 And he said to him, “I will not go along, but I will go into my own land and to my own people.” 31 And he said, “Do not leave us in as much as you were with us in the wilderness, and you will be among us as an elder guide. 32 And it will be that if you travel along with us, then it will happen that those good things, whatever good the Lord may do for us, then we will do good for you.” 

33 And they set out from the mountain of the Lord a journey of three days, and the ark of the covenant of the Lord went on ahead of them a journey of three days, seeking out for them a resting place. 35 And it happened that when the ark moved out, then Moses would say, “Arise, O Lord, let your enemies be scattered, let all those who hate you flee!” 36 And when it rested, he would say, “Return, O Lord, the thousands, even myriads, in Israel.” 34 And the cloud was overshadowing them during the day and when they moved out from their encampment. 




Murmuring in the Desert

11 And the people were murmuring wickedly before the Lord, and the Lord heard, and he was provoked with anger. And a fire was kindled among them from the Lord, and it devoured a certain portion of the encampment. 2 And the people complained bitterly to Moses, and Moses entreated toward the Lord, and the fire was extinguished. 3 And the name of that place was called “Burning” because a fire was kindled among them from the Lord. 

4 And the mixed multitude who were among them craved a craving, and, sitting down, the sons of Israel also wept, and they said, “Who will feed us meat? 5 We remember the fish that we used to eat in Egypt without cost and the cucumbers and the melons and the leeks and the onions and the garlic. 6 But now our soul is parched; our eyes are nothing but into the manna.” 7 Now the manna is like coriander seed, and its appearance is the appearance of rock crystal. 8 And the people would go through and gather it and would grind it between the millstones and crush it in the mortar and would boil it in the earthen pot and form it into loafs, and the taste of it was like the taste of a wafer with olive oil. 9 And whenever the dew descended on the encampment during the night, the manna would come down on it. 10 And Moses heard them wailing, every one of their clans, every person at his door. And the Lord was provoked with anger exceedingly, and in the opinion of Moses the situation was unjust. 11 And Moses said to the Lord, “For what purpose have you afflicted your servant, and why have I not found favor before you, so that the impulsive behavior of this people has been laid on me? 12 Have I conceived all these people in my womb, or did I birth them, so that you are telling me, ‘Take them to your bosom, just as a nurse takes up her suckling child, into the land that you swore to their fathers’? 13 From where is there meat available to me to supply all this people, since they are crying out against me, saying, ‘Supply meat for us, so that we may eat’? 14 I myself alone am not able to carry this people, because this matter is too heavy for me. 15 And if this is how you yourself are going to deal with me, slay me utterly, if I have found mercy with you, so that I may not experience my suffering and distress.” 

The Seventy Elders

16 And the Lord said to Moses, “Gather together to me seventy men from among the elders of Israel, whom you know for yourself that these persons are the elders of the people and their scribes, and lead them to the tent of testimony, and they will stand there with you. 17 And I will come down, and I will speak with you there, and I will take from the spirit that is on you, and I will place it on them, and they will assist you concerning the impulsive behavior of the people, and you will not bear them yourself alone. 18 And say to the people: ‘Purify yourselves for tomorrow, and you will eat meat, since you have cried out before the Lord, saying, “Who will feed us with meat, because it was good for us in Egypt?” And the Lord will give you meat to eat, and you will eat meat. 19 Not one day will you eat, nor two, nor five days, nor ten days, not even twenty days! 20 Up to a month of days you will eat, until meat comes out of your noses, and it will become unpalatable to you, because you were rebellious against the Lord who is among you and have cried out before him, saying, “For what benefit was it to us to come out of Egypt?” ’ ” 21 And then Moses said to the Lord, “Six hundred thousand footmen are the people whom I am living among, and you yourself have declared, ‘I will supply meat for them to eat, and they will eat a month of days.’ 22 Shall sheep and oxen be slain for them, so that it would be sufficient for them, or all the fish of the sea be collected for them, and it would be sufficient for them?” 23 And the Lord said to Moses, “Will the hand of the Lord not be sufficient? Now you will know whether my word will take effect for you or not!” 24 And Moses went forth and spoke to the people the words of the Lord, and he gathered seventy men from among the elders of the people and had them stand around the tent. 25 And the Lord descended in a cloud and spoke to him and took from the spirit that was on him and placed it on the seventy men, the elders. And when the spirit rested on them, then they prophesied, but they did not continue. 26 And two men were left in the encampment, the name to the one, Eldad, and the name to the second, Medad; and the spirit rested on them, and they were from those who were enrolled, but they had not come to the tent, but they prophesied in the camp. 27 And, having run ahead, a young man announced to Moses and spoke, saying, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp!” 28 And, responding, Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant to Moses, the chosen one, said, “O lord, Moses, forbid them!” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are you not jealous on account of me? Indeed, who might give all the people of the Lord as prophets, whenever the Lord gives his Spirit to rest on them!” 30 And Moses went away into the encampment, he himself and the elders of Israel. 

The Lord Sends Quail

31 And so a wind came from the Lord and swept along quails from the sea and blew them on the encampment, a day’s journey on this side and a day’s journey on that side, encircling the encampment, about two cubits above the earth. 32 And the people, rising up during the entire day and during the entire night and during the entire day following, gathered the quails. The one with the smallest number gathered ten kors,a and they slaughtered many for themselves all around the encampment. 33 The meat was still in their teeth before it came to an end, and the Lord became provoked against his people, and the Lord struck the people with an exceedingly great and serious plague. 34 And the name of that place was called “Graves of Craving”; there they buried the people who lusted. 35 From Graves of Craving the people set out for Hazeroth, and the people were in Hazeroth. 




Miriam and Aaron Complain

12 And Miriam and Aaron complained against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom Moses had married, that he had married a Cushite woman. 2 And they said, “Has the Lord spoken to Moses alone? Has he not also spoken to us?” And the Lord heard. 3 Now the man, Moses, was exceedingly meek, more than any humans existing on the earth. 4 And the Lord said to Moses and Miriam and Aaron, “Go forth, you yourselves, the three of you, to the tent of testimony.” And so they went out, the three of them, to the tent of testimony. 5 And the Lord descended in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent of testimony, and Aaron and Miriam were called, and both of them went forth. 6 And he said to them, “Hear my words: If there may be a prophet from among you to the Lord, I will be made known to him in a vision, and while he is sleeping, I will speak to him. 7 Not so with my servant Moses; in my whole household he is trustworthy. 8 Mouth to mouth I will speak to him, in appearance and not through riddles. And he has beheld the glory of the Lord. And why are you not fearful of speaking against my servant, Moses?” 9 And the wrathful anger of the Lord was on them, and he departed. 10 And the cloud drew away from the tent, and, look, Miriam was leprous, like snow. And Aaron looked on Miriam, and, look, she was leprous. 11 And Aaron said to Moses, “I beseech, my lord, that sin not be laid on us, because we did not realize that we sinned. 12 Let her not become the same as dead, like an untimely birth coming forth from the mother’s womb, eating up half of her flesh.” 13 And Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “O God, I beseech you to heal her.” 14 And the Lord said to Moses, “If her father had indeed spit in her face, would she not be turned out for seven days? Let her be shut out for seven days outside the encampment. And afterward she will reenter the camp.” 15 And Miriam was separated outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not move on until Miriam was cleansed. 




Spies Sent into Canaan

13 bAnd after this the people moved out from Hazeroth and encamped in the wilderness of Paran. 

2 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 3 “Send on your behalf men, and let them spy out the land of the Canaanites (which I myself am giving to the sons of Israel for a possession), one man for each tribe, sending them according to their ancestral clans, every one a leader from among them.” 4 And so Moses sent them forth from the wilderness of Paran at the direction of the Lord; all these were men who were leaders of the sons of Israel. 5 And these are their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Samuel son of Zaccur; 6 of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat son of Hori; 7 of the tribe of Judah, Caleb son of Jephunneh; 8 of the tribe of Issachar, Igal son of Joseph; 9 of the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun; 10 of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti son of Raphu; 11 of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel son of Sodi; 12 of the tribe of Joseph, of the sons of Manasseh, Gaddi son of Susi; 13 of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel son of Gemalli; 14 of the tribe of Asher, Sethur son of Michael; 15 of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi son of Vophsi; 16 of the tribe of Gad, Gaddiel son of Machi. 17 These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to seek out the land. And Moses renamed Hoshea, son of Nun: Joshua. 18 And so Moses sent them to seek out the land of Canaan and said to them, “Go up through the wilderness and go on up into the hill country. 19 And now look over the land, what it is like, and the people who dwell on it, whether they are quite strong or weak, whether they are few or many. 20 And see what the land, on which these people who are dwelling on it, whether it is good or bad, and what the cities, which these people are dwelling in them, whether with walls or without walls. 21 And see what the land is like, whether rich and fertile or infertile and poor, whether there are in it trees or not; and putting forth great care and effort, take some of the fruit of the land.” Now the season was the season of spring, heralding the grape season. 22 And when they went up, they inspected the land from the wilderness of Zin, as far as Rahab, where travelers enter in at Lebo-hamath. 23 And they went up through the wilderness and came as far as Hebron, and there was found Ahiman and Sheshai and Talmai, offspring of Anak. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 24 And they came to a ravine producing clusters of grapes, and they inspected it, and while there cut off a vine branch with one cluster of grapes attached to it. And then they carried it with carrying poles, and also they took some pomegranates and some cucumbers. 25 That place they named “Cluster Ravine” because of the cluster of grapes that the sons of Israel cut off there. 

The Report of the Spies

26 And after scouting out the land, they returned from there after forty days. 27 And proceeding on they came to Moses and Aaron and to the whole assembly of the sons of Israel in the wilderness area of Paran Kadesh, and they related to them a verbal report and to all the assembly, and they showed the fruit of the land. 28 And they gave a thorough report to him and said, “We went into the land to which you sent us, a land flowing with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 29 But the people dwelling on it are strong, and cities are fortified with walls and exceedingly large, and indeed we have seen the offspring of Anak there. 30 And Amalekites inhabit the land in the area to the south, and the Hittites and the Hivites and the Jebusites and the Amorites inhabit the hill country, and the Canaanites dwell by the sea.” 31 And Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said to him, “No! But going up we will go on up and gain possession of it, because we, powerful, will overpower them!” 32 And the people, who went up together with him said, “We will not go up, because we are not able to go up against the people, because they are very much stronger than we are.” 33 And they brought about a terrifying trance on the land, which they inspected among the sons of Israel, saying, “The land that we passed through to spy out is a land that consumes the people who dwell on it; all the people whom we have seen there in it are men of great stature. 34 And there we have seen the giants, and we were, compared to them, like locusts; and surely we appeared likewise before them.” 




Refusal of the People

14 And the entire community lifted up and sounded with a voice, and the people wept throughout that night. 2 And all the sons of Israel continued to mutter against Moses and Aaron, and the entire congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt, or in this wilderness, only if we had died! 3 And for what purpose is the Lord leading us into this land to fall in war? Our wives and children will become spoil. Now, therefore, it is better for us to return to Egypt.” 4 And they said one to another, “Let us appoint a leader, and let us return to Egypt.” 5 And Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before the entire congregation of the sons of Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, from those who had closely inspected the land, tore their garments. 7 And they spoke to the whole assembly of the sons of Israel, saying, “The land that we examined is very exceedingly good. 8 If the Lord chooses us, he will lead us into this land and will give it to us, a land that is flowing with milk and honey. 9 But do not rebel against the Lord, and you yourselves do not fear the people of the land, because they are something to be devoured by us; for indeed, the time of success and prosperity has removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do fear not them!” 10 And all the congregation said that they should stone them. But the glory of the Lord appeared in a cloud on the tent of testimony to all the sons of Israel. 

Moses Intercedes

11 And the Lord said to Moses, “How long will this people provoke me, and how long will they not trust in me by the means of all the signs that I performed among them? 12 I will strike them with death, and I will destroy them, and I will also make you and the house of your father into a great nation, exceedingly more numerous than this people.” 13 And Moses said to the Lord, “And Egypt will hear, for you brought up this people by your power from among them. 14 But also all those dwelling on this land have heard that you yourself are the Lord, among this people, who, appears to them eyes to eyes, O Lord, and your cloud is settled on them and in a pillar of cloud went along in front of them during the day, and then in a pillar of fire during the night. 15 And if you wipe out this people as if they were as single person, then the nations, the ones who have heard your name, will say, saying, 16 ‘Since the Lord was not able to lead this people into the land that he swore to them, he destroyed them in the wilderness.’ 17 And now let your strength be exalted, O Lord, the way you said, saying, 18 ‘The Lord, longsuffering and full of mercy and truth, one who forgives transgression and injustice and sin, but by purification he does not acquit the guilty. And he visits the sin of the fathers on the children up to the third and the fourth generation.’ 19 Forgive the sin of this people based on your great mercy, just as you were merciful to them since they came from Egypt until right now.” 20 And so the Lord said to Moses, “I am being merciful to them based on your plea. 21 But as I myself live, and as my name also lives, the glory of the Lord will fill all the earth. 22 For all the men who have seen my glory and the signs that I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, and they have put me to the test this tenth time and have not obeyed my voice. 23 If indeed they will not see the land that I swore to their fathers, but rather their children who are with me here, who do not know good or evil, every inexperienced young person, to them I will give the land. And all those who are provoking me will not see it. 24 But my servant Caleb, because there was a different spirit in him, and he followed me closely, I will bring him into the land, into which he entered, and his seed will inherit it. 25 But Amaleka and the Canaanites dwell in the valleys, so tomorrow you yourselves turn around and move out into the wilderness area by way of the Red Sea.” 

26 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying. 27 “How long will I endure this wicked assembly? They themselves are murmuring against me; even the murmuring of the sons of Israel, which they have murmured concerning you, I have heard. 28 Say to them, ‘As I myself live,’ says the Lord, ‘if indeed you have spoken into my ears like this so I will deal with you. 29 In this wilderness your corpses will fall, even the entire census numbering for you, indeed those of you who were recorded, from twenty years and over, the ones who murmured against me. 30 Cursed if you will go into the land on which I stretched out my hand to settle you on it, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 And the children, which you said would be as spoil, I will lead them into the land, and they will inherit the land that you yourselves have withdrawn from. 32 And your corpses will fall in this wilderness. 33 But your sons will feed in the wilderness for forty years, and they will pay for your faithlessness until your corpses are consumed in the wilderness. 34 For a period of days equal to the time you inspected the land, forty days, a day for each year, you will bear your sins for forty years, and so you will experience the wrath of my anger. 35 I, the Lord, have spoken. If I will not act accordingly with this wicked assembly who have gathered together against me in this wilderness, they will be utterly destroyed, and there they will die.’ ” 36 Now the people whom Moses sent to seek out the land, and afterward came and muttered with respect to it to the congregation, presenting discouraging words concerning the land, 37 now the people who had spoken disparagingly with evil things concerning the land died by the plague before the Lord. 38 But Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh lived from among those people who went to scout out the land. 

39 And Moses spoke these words to all the sons of Israel, and the people mourned exceedingly. 40 And so, rising up early in the morning, they went up into the high regions of the mountainous areas, saying, “Look, we ourselves will go on up to the place concerning which the Lord asserted that we sinned.” 41 And Moses said, “Why are you yourselves going against the word of the Lord? It will not be successful for you. 42 Do not go on up! For the Lord is not with you, and so you will fall before your enemies. 43 Since the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there ahead of you, you will fall by the sword, because, disobeying the Lord, you have turned away, and so the Lord will not be among you!” 44 And so, being persistent and forceful, they went up to the high regions of the hill country, but the ark of the covenant of the Lord and Moses did not move from the encampment. 45 And so Amalek and the Canaanites who were living in that mountainous area came down and put them to flight and cut them down as far as Hormah, and they turned away toward the encampment. 




Laws for Sacrifices and Offerings

15 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘Whenever you enter into the land for your habitation, which I myself am giving to you, 3 and you will prepare whole burnt offerings to the Lord, a whole burnt offering or a sacrifice to honor a vow or with respect to a voluntary offering or during your feasts, in order to make a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord, whether from herd animals or from flock animals. 4 And the one who is presenting his gift to the Lord will bring an offering of fine wheat flour, a tenth of an ephah, prepared with olive oil, a fourth part of a hin. 5 And you will make a fourth of a hin of wine as a drink offering on the whole burnt offering or on the sacrifice; for each lamb you will prepare this burnt offering as a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord. 6 And for a ram, whenever you offer it either as a whole burnt offering or as a sacrifice, you will prepare an offering with two tenths of fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil, a third of a hin. 7 And also you will offer a third of a hin of wine as a drink offering, as a sweet smelling aroma to the Lord. 8 And when you prepare a whole burnt offering from the animals of the herd or a sacrifice to fulfill a vow, an offering of well-being to the Lord, 9 and he will offer in addition to the young bull a sacrifice of the finest wheat flour, three tenths of a measure, prepared with olive oil, half of a hin, 10 an offering by fire, a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord. 11 You will do likewise for each young herd animal or for each ram or for each lamb from the flock or from the goats. 12 Depending on the number of those that you may offer, thus you will do for each one based on their number. 13 Every native will sacrifice according to such matters in order to present offerings by fire as a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord. 14 And if an alien takes up residence among you in your land, or a person who may become one among you during your generations, and would make a burnt offering as a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord, the way you yourselves perform, likewise the congregation will sacrifice to the Lord. 15 One law will be for you and for the resident aliens residing among you, an eternal law unto your generations; as you are, the resident alien will also be before the Lord. 16 There will be one instruction, and there will be one just ordinance for you and for the resident alien who resides among you.’ ” 

17 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 18 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you enter into the land, into which I myself am leading you there, 19 then it will be that whenever you yourselves eat from the food of the land, you will separate out a choice part as a separate offering to the Lord. 20 With respect to the first portion of your kneaded bread loaf as a separate choice offering, separate it as a choice offering from a threshing floor; just so you will separate it. 21 The best and first produce of your kneaded bread, indeed, you will give to the Lord, a choice part of your sacrifice throughout your generations. 

22 “ ‘And whenever you completely fail and do not observe all these commandments that the Lord has spoken to Moses, 23 according to what the Lord commanded to you by the hand of Moses, from the time that the Lord charged you, and from that time on throughout your generations, 24 then it will be if it occurred involuntarily away from the eyes of the assembly, then all the congregation should sacrifice a young bull, one out of the herd, without blemish, as a whole burnt offering, as a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord, and the sacrifice for this and its drink offering, according to its proper procedure, and one young he-goat from among the goats as a sin offering. 25 Then the priest shall make atonement with it on behalf of the entire congregation of the sons of Israel, and it will be forgiven them, because it was involuntary, and they themselves have carried their gift as a burnt offering to the Lord for their sin into the presence of the Lord with respect to their unwitting sin. 26 Then it will be forgiven with respect to the whole congregation of the sons of Israel and with respect to the resident alien who resides among you, because it occurred to all the people inadvertently. 27 But if one person sins involuntarily, he will bring one one-year-old goat for a sin offering. 28 Then the priest will make atonement for the person who inadvertently sinned and erred involuntarily before the Lord, to make atonement for him. 29 For the native among the sons of Israel and for the resident alien who resides among them, one law will be for them, whoever may act involuntarily. 30 But any person, whoever will act with an arrogant hand, whether from among the indigenous persons or from among the resident aliens, this person provokes God. That person will be utterly destroyed from among his people. 31 Since he has despised the words of the Lord and he broke his commandments, indeed that person will be utterly destroyed; his sin is on him.’ ” 

Death for the Sabbath-Breaker

32 And the sons of Israel were in the wilderness, and they found a man gathering wood on the Sabbath day. 33 And the ones who found him gathering wood on the Sabbath day brought him to Moses and Aaron and before the entire assembly of the sons of Israel. 34 And they put him under guard, for they had not decided what they should do concerning him. 35 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Let the man be put to death. You, the entire congregation, are to stone him with stones.” 36 And so the entire congregation brought him out, outside of the encampment, and the entire congregation stoned him outside of the encampment. And the entire congregation stoned him with stones outside of the encampment, just as the Lord charged Moses. 

Fringes on Garments

37 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 38 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them that they should make fringes for themselves on the flaps of their garments throughout their generations, and place a blue thread on the fringes of the flaps. 39 And so it will be for you in the borders, and you will see these things, and you will recall all of the commandments of the Lord, and you will do them; and you will not distort them after your intentions and your eyes, by which you committed fornication by going after them, 40 so that you will recall and observe all my commandments and will be holy to your God. 41 I am the Lord, your God, the one who led out you of the land of Egypt to be your God. I am the Lord, your God.” 




Korah’s Rebellion

16 And they spoke, Korah son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth, son of Reuben. 2 And they stood up into the presence of Moses, and men of the sons of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, called together by a council, men of renown. 3 They stood together against Moses and Aaron and said, “Let it obtain to you the entire congregation, all are holy, and the Lord is among them; and so on account of what are you setting yourself over against the congregation of the Lord?” 4 And when Moses heard this, he fell on his face. 5 And he spoke to Korah and to all his gathering, saying, “God has carefully examined and knows those who are his and those who are holy, and he led them to himself. And those whom he chose for himself he led to himself. 6 Do this, Korah and all his group: Take censers for you yourselves 7 and put them into fire and put them on incense in the presence of the Lord tomorrow, and it will be that the man whom the Lord calls out, this man is holy; let this be enough with respect to you, sons of Levi.” 8 And Moses said to Korah, “Hear me carefully, sons of Levi. 9 Is this thing too small for you, that the God of Israel has separated you from among the congregation of Israel and has brought you to himself to administer the religious duties of the tent of the Lord and to stand before the tent to minister for them? 10 And he has brought you and all your brothers, the sons of Levi with you, and so are you seeking to serve as priests as well? 11 So it is with you and all your group that is gathered together against God; and Aaron, who is he that you are muttering against him?” 12 And Moses sent to summon Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, but they said, “We will not come up! 13 Is this a small thing that you brought us up into a land flowing with milk and honey to slay us in the wilderness, so that you proceed as ruler over us? 14 And if you had led us into a land flowing with milk and honey and had given us an inheritance of land and vineyards, should you put out the eyes of those people? We will not go up!” 15 And Moses was very weighted down and said to the Lord, “Do not give heed to their sacrifice; I have not taken an object of desire of any of them, nor have I mistreated any of them.” 16 And Moses said to Korah, “Sanctify your gathering and be ready in the presence of the Lord, they and you and Aaron, tomorrow. 17 And take, each one, his censer, and place on them incense. And you will approach the presence of the Lord, each one with his censer, two hundred and fifty censers, and you and Aaron, each one with his censer.” 18 And each one took his censer and placed on them fire and added to that incense. And they stood beside the entrance of the tent of testimony with Moses and Aaron. 19 And so Korah drew up against them his entire assembly beside the entrance of the tent of testimony; and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the congregation. 

20 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 21 “Separate yourselves from the midst of this congregation, and I will utterly consume them immediately.” 22 And they fell on their faces and said, “O God, God of spirits and of all flesh, if one person has sinned, shall the anger of the Lord come on the entire congregation?” 23 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Instruct the congregation, saying, ‘Withdraw from around the gathering of Korah.’ ” 25 And Moses arose and proceeded to Dathan and Abiram, and all the elders of Israel came along with him. 26 And he spoke to the congregation, saying, “Separate yourselves from the tents of these stubborn people, and do not touch anything that is theirs, lest you be destroyed with all your personal belongings.” 27 And they stood apart from the tent of Korah all around, and Dathan and Abiram went forth and stood beside the entrances of their tents, and their wives and their children and their households. 28 And Moses said, “By this you will know that the Lord has sent me to do all these deeds, that they are not of myself. 29 If in the manner of the death of all people these will die, and if according to the visitation of all people their visitation will be, the Lord has not sent me. 30 But if by a sign the Lord shows it clearly, and, after opening up its mouth, the earth swallows them and their households and their tents and everything that belongs to them, so that they descend while still alive into Hades, then you will know that these people have provoked the Lord.” 31 And when he ceased speaking all these words, the earth split under them. 32 And the earth opened and swallowed them and their households and all the people who were with Korah, as well as their livestock. 33 And they themselves and whatever was theirs went down alive into Hades, and the earth enveloped them, and they perished out of the midst of the congregation. 34 And all Israel, who had encircled them, fled from their cries; for they were saying, “What if the earth devours us?” 35 And fire came out from the Lord and devoured the two hundred and fifty men who had offered the incense. 

36 a And the Lord said to Moses 37 and to Eleazar the son of Aaron, the priest, “Remove the brass censers from the midst of those consumed, and as for the foreign fire, scatter this there, because the censers of these sinners have become holy against their own souls; 38 and so make them into beaten plates around the altar, because they were brought into the presence of the Lord and became holy; and they became a sign for the sons of Israel.” 39 And Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, took the brass censers that the ones who were burned up brought and added them as plating to the altar, 40 a memorial for the sons of Israel, in order that no unqualified person, one who was not from the seed of Aaron, would approach to place incense before the Lord, and so would not become like Korah and his group, just as the Lord spoke by the hand of Moses to him. 

41 And the sons of Israel murmured on the next morning against Moses and Aaron, saying, “You yourselves have killed the people of the Lord.” 42 And it happened that when the congregation turned about on Moses and Aaron and rushed to the tent of testimony, then the cloud enveloped it itself, and the glory of the Lord appeared. 43 And Moses and Aaron entered by the front of the tent of testimony. 44 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 45 “Separate yourselves from the midst of this gathering, and I will utterly destroy them immediately.” And they fell on their faces. 46 And Moses said to Aaron, “Take a censer and place fire on it from the altar, and add to it incense, and swiftly carry it away into the encampment, and make atonement for them! For indeed anger has gone forth from the face of the Lord; it has begun to smite the people.” 47 And Aaron did just as Moses spoke to him and ran among the gathering, and already the plague has made atonement among the people; and so he cast on incense and made atonement for the people. 48 And he stood among the dead and the living, and the plague stopped among the people. 49 And the dead persons by the plague were fourteen thousand seven hundred, besides the dead on account of Korah. 50 And Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance of the tent of testimony, and the plague stopped. 




Aaron’s Staff Buds

17 And then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and take from them staff, staff according to their ancestral households, from all their rulers according to their ancestral households, twelve staffs, and write on the staff each of their names. 3 And write the name ‘Aaron’ on the staff of Levi; for indeed there is to be one staff for each tribe of their ancestral household that they will give. 4 And place them in the tent of testimony before the testimony, where I will be made known to you there. 5 And it will be that the man whom I choose, his staff will sprout, and so I will remove from me the murmuring of the sons of Israel, which they themselves are murmuring against you.” 6 And Moses spoke to the sons of Israel, and all their rulers gave to him a staff for the ruler, to each one a staff, for each ruler according to their ancestral households, twelve staffs, and the staff of Aaron was among their staffs. 7 And Moses put up the staffs before the Lord in the tent of testimony. 8 And so it happened that on the next day, Moses and Aaron entered into the tent of testimony and, behold, the staff of Aaron in the house of Levi had sprouted and brought forth a shoot and put out blossoms and sprouted almonds. 9 And then Moses brought forth all the staffs from the face of the Lord to all the sons of Israel, and they saw, and each one took his staff. 10 And the Lord said to Moses, “Put aside the staff of Aaron before the testimony for preservation as a sign to the sons of the disobedient, and let their murmuring cease from me, so that they will not die.” 11 So Moses and Aaron did accordingly; as the Lord charged Moses, just so they did. 

12 And the sons of Israel spoke to Moses, saying, “Look, we are perishing; we are utterly destroyed; we are consumed! 13 Everyone who touches anything of the tent of the Lord is dying, until we may die completely out.” 




Duties of the Levites

18 And the Lord spoke to Aaron, saying, “You and your sons and your ancestral household will bear the offering with respect to the holy things; you and your sons will bear the sins with respect to your priestly office. 2 And now, bring your brothers, the tribe of Levi, the family of your father, to yourself, and let them be added to you, and let them minister to you, as you and your sons with you minister before the tent of testimony. 3 And they will keep your charges and the responsibilities of the tent, only with respect to the holy vessels and with respect to the altar they will not come forward, so that they will not die, both they and you. 4 And they will be joined with you and will maintain the responsibilities with respect to the tent of testimony in accordance with all the religious duties with respect to the tent, but an unauthorized person will not come to you. 5 And so you will observe the obligations for the holy things and the responsibilities for the altar, and there will not be wrath among the sons of Israel. 6 And I myself have taken your brothers, the Levites, from among the midst of the sons of Israel, as a gift granted by the Lord, to administer the liturgical services of the tent of testimony. 7 And you yourself and your sons with you will closely attend to your priestly office according to all procedures relating to the altar, and with respect to what is within the veil. And you will perform the liturgical services as a gift of your priestly office; but the unauthorized person who comes forward will die.” 

Offerings of the Levites

8 And the Lord spoke to Aaron, “And look, I myself have given to you the charge of the firstfruits from among all the things consecrated to me from the sons of Israel. I have given them to you as a gift of honor and to your sons after you as a perpetual ordinance. 9 And let be this yours from among the consecrated holy things of the burnt offerings, from among all of their gifts, and from among all the offerings, and from among every trespass offering of theirs and from among all the sin offerings, whatever they have given to me from among all the holy things; it will be yours and your sons’. 10 You will eat them in the holy of holies; every male will eat them; you yourself and your sons, it will be holy to you. 11 And this will be for you: firstfruits of their gifts from among all the contributions of the sons of Israel; to you I have given them and to your sons and your daughters with you as a perpetual ordinance. Every clean person in your household will eat them. 12 Every first offering of olive oil and every first offering of wine grain, first offerings from them, whatever they may give to the Lord, to you I have given them. 13 All the first fruits that are in their land, whatever they may bring to the Lord, to you it will be. Every clean person in your household will eat them. 14 Every thing devoted among the sons of Israel will be yours. 15 And so everything opening the womb from all flesh, whatever they bring to the Lord, from human to animal, will be yours, but for a ransom price the firstborn of humans will be redeemed, and you will redeem the firstborn of unclean livestock. 16 Now its ransoming will be from a month old, the valuation of five shekels according to the holy shekel, they are twenty obels. 17 But the firstborn of young cattle and the firstborn of the flock and the firstborn of the goats you will not redeem; they are consecrated, and their blood you will pour out on the altar, and the fat you will send up as a burnt offering, as a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord. 18 And the meat will be yours, and the breast of the wave offering and likewise with respect to the right shoulder, it will be yours. 19 Every choice offering of the holy things, whatever the sons of Israel may offer to the Lord, I have given to you and to your sons and to your daughters with you, as a perpetual ordinance; it is a covenant of salt forever before the Lord to you and to your seed after you.” 20 And the Lord spoke to Aaron, “In their land you will not have an inheritance, and there will not be a portion for you among them, because I myself am your portion and your inheritance in the midst of the sons of Israel. 

21 “And to the sons of Levi, look, I have given every tithe in Israel as a share in return for their work of ministry, with respect to whatever they themselves render as ministry pertaining to their religious duties in the tent of testimony. 22 And the sons of Israel will no longer come near to the tent of testimony and so incur mortal sin. 23 And the Levite himself will perform the religious duties of the tent of testimony, and they themselves will take up their sins; this is a perpetual ordinance throughout their generations. And among the sons of Israel they will not receive an inheritance. 24 For the tithes of the sons of Israel, whatever they set aside to the Lord as choice designated offerings, I have given to the Levites as a share; for this reason I have said to them, ‘In the midst of the sons of Israel they will not receive an inheritance.’ ” 

25 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 26 “And you will speak to the Levites and say to them, ‘Whenever you receive the tithe from the sons of Israel, which I have given to you from them as a share, then you yourselves will separate out from it a portion to the Lord, a tithe of the tithe. 27 And it will be reckoned to you with respect to your special choice gifts, as grain from a threshing floor and a choice offering from the wine press. 28 So in this way, you yourselves shall also separate them from the special choice sacrifices of the Lord from all your tithes, whatever you receive from the sons of Israel, and you will give a portion from them to Aaron the priest. 29 From all your gifts you will separate out the choice portions for the Lord or from all the firstfruits the consecrated portion from it.’ 30 And you will say to them, ‘Whenever you remove the first choice offerings from it, then it will be reckoned to the Levites as produce from a threshing floor, and as produce from the winepress. 31 And you and your households may eat it in any place because this is wages for you in return for your work of ministry with respect to those things done in the tent of testimony. 32 And so you will not bear sin, on account of this, because you removed the first choice offerings from it. And you will not pollute the holy things of the sons of Israel, lest you die.’ ” 




Laws for Purification

19 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “This is the injunction of the law, concerning things the Lord commanded, saying, ‘Speak to the sons of Israel and let them deliver to you a red heifer without blemish, which has no flaw in it and a yoke has not been placed on it. 3 And you will give it to Eleazar, the priest, and they will take her outside of the encampment to a clean place, and they shall slay her in his presence. 4 And Eleazar will take some of its blood and sprinkle it before the front of the tent of testimony from its blood seven times. 5 And they will burn it in front of him, and the skin and its flesh and its blood together with its dung will be burned to ashes. 6 And the priest will take cedar wood and hyssop and scarlet yarn, and they will toss it into the midst of the flames consuming the heifer. 7 And the priest will wash his garments and bathe his body with water. And after these things, he will enter into the encampment, but the priest will be unclean until evening. 8 And the one who burned it will wash his garments and will bathe his body and will be unclean until evening. 9 And a clean person will gather up the ashes of the heifer and will store them outside the encampment in a clean place, and it will be for the congregation of the sons of Israel to preserve. It will serve as water of purification for sprinkling. 10 And the one who gathered up the ashes of the heifer will wash his garments, and he will be unclean until evening; and this will be a perpetual ordinance for the sons of Israel and for the resident aliens residing among you. 

11 “ ‘The one who touches the corpse of any human being will be unclean for seven days. 12 This person will be purified on the third day, and on the seventh day and he will be clean, but if he is not purified on the third day and the seventh day, he will be not clean. 13 Anyone who touches the corpse of a human being, if it has died, but has not been purified, he has polluted the tent of the Lord; that person will be destroyed from among Israel because the water for sprinkling was not sprinkled on him. He is unclean; his same impurity still remains in him. 14 And this is the law: If a person dies in his house, everyone who goes into the house, and whatever is in the house, will be unclean for seven days. 15 And every open vessel, which is not bound with a binding in it, is unclean. 16 And everyone who may touch a fatally wounded man on the surface of the field or a corpse or a human bone or a grave marker will be unclean for seven days. 17 And they will take for the unclean person some of the ashes from what was burnt for purification and pour them on living water in a vessel. 18 And a clean man will take hyssop and dip it in water and will sprinkle the house and the various vessels and the persons, whoever may be there, and the one who touched the bone of a human or a fatally wounded man or a corpse or a grave marker. 19 And the clean person will sprinkle the unclean person on the third day and on the seventh day. And he will be purified on the seventh day, and he will wash his garments and will bathe with water, but he will still be unclean until evening. 20 And a man who becomes polluted and is not purified, that person will be utterly destroyed from among the midst of the congregation because he defiled the holy things of the Lord, since water for sprinkling was not sprinkled on him; he is unclean. 21 And it will be for you a perpetual ordinance, and the one who sprinkles the water for sprinkling will wash his garments, and the one who touches the water for sprinkling will be unclean until evening. 22 And everything that the unclean person may touch will be polluted, and the person who touches it will be unclean until evening.’ ” 




Moses’ Mistake

20 And then the sons of Israel, the entire congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin in the first month. And the people remained in Kadesh; and Miriam died there and was buried there. 2 Now there was no water for the congregation, and they gathered themselves against Moses and Aaron. 3 And the people railed against Moses, saying, “Would that we had died in the destruction of our brothers in the presence of the Lord! 4 And for what purpose did you bring up the congregation of the Lord into this wilderness to slay us and our livestock? 5 And for what purpose is this? You led us out of Egypt to come into this place, a place where there is no sowing of seeds nor figs nor vines nor pomegranates, nor even water to drink.” 6 And Moses and Aaron went from the face of the congregation to the entrance of the tent of testimony, and they fell on their faces, and then the glory of the Lord appeared to them. 7 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 8 “Take the staff and convene with the congregation, you and Aaron, your brother, and speak to the rock before them, and it will produce its water; and bring forth for them water from the rock, and you shall give drink to the congregation and their livestock.” 9 And Moses took the staff from before the Lord, just as the Lord commanded. 10 And Moses and Aaron summoned the congregation before the rock, and Moses said to them, “Hear me, rebels! Shall we bring forth water out of this rock for you?” 11 And after raising his hand, Moses struck the rock with the staff twice, and then abundant water came forth, and the congregation and their livestock drank. 12 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust me sufficiently to sanctify me before the sons of Israel, for this reason you yourselves will not lead this congregation into the land that I have given to them. 13 These are the waters of strife and controversy, because the sons of Israel scoffed in the presence of the Lord, and he was made holy among them.” 

Edom Denies Israel Passage

14 And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom, saying, “Your brother Israel says these things: ‘You yourself are aware of all the hardship that has befallen us. 15 And that our fathers went down into Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt many days; and the Egyptians afflicted us and our fathers. 16 And that we cried out to the Lord, and the Lord listened to our cries, and sending forth a messenger, he led us out from Egypt. And now we are in the city of Kadesh, along the boundaries of your borders. 17 We would now pass through your land; we will not go through the fields nor through vineyards, nor will we drink water from your cisterns; we will proceed by the king’s highway; and we will not turn aside to the right or to the left until we cross your borders.’ ” 18 And Edom said to him, “You will not pass through me, or else I will go out in battle array to confront you.” 19 And the sons of Israel said to him, “By the hill country we will pass by, and if we drink your water, whether I or the livestock, I will pay the price to you. But the issue is nothing, for by the hill country we will pass by.” 20 But the king of Edom said, “You will not pass through me!” And Edom went forth for a confrontation with him with a great multitude and with a strong hand. 21 And Edom was not willing to permit Israel to pass through their territory; and Israel turned away from them. 

The Death of Aaron

22 And they set out from Kadesh, and the sons of Israel, the entire congregation, arrived at Mount Hor. 23 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron at Mount Hor, at the borders of the land of Edom, saying, 24 “Let Aaron be added to his people, because you will certainly not enter into the land that I have given to the sons of Israel, since you provoked me at the water of strife. 25 Take Aaron and Eleazar, his son, and have them go up into Mount Hor, in the presence of all the congregation. 26 And then strip from Aaron of his garment, and clothe Eleazar, his son; and Aaron, being added to his people, let him die there.” 27 And Moses did just as the Lord had charged and had him go up into Mount Hor, in front of all the congregation. 28 And he stripped Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar, his son; and Aaron died at the top of the mountain. And Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain. 29 And then the entire congregation saw that Aaron was dead. And all the household of Israel wept over Aaron for thirty days. 




Arad Destroyed

21 And the Canaanite, King Arad, who was dwelling by the wilderness, heard (for Israel came by way of Atharim), and he made war against Israel and carried off some of them as captives of war. 2 And Israel vowed a vow to the Lord and said, “If you will deliver this people to me, into my authority, I will devote it and its cities to you.” 3 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Israel and delivered the Canaanites into his authority, and Israel devoted him and his cities, and they called the name of that place Anathema.a 

The Bronze Serpent

4 And when they set out from Hor, through territory leading by the way of the Red Sea, they circled around the land of Edom, and the people became weary on the way. 5 And the people railed against God and against Moses, saying, “For what purpose is this, that you have led us out of Egypt to slay us in the wilderness? Because there is no food or water, and our soul is weary with this meager food.” 6 And the Lord sent among the people deadly serpents, and they bit the people, and many people died from among the sons of Israel. 7 And, after coming forward, the people said to Moses, “We have sinned because we spoke against the Lord and against you; entreat, therefore, the Lord, and have him remove from us the serpent.” And Moses prayed to the Lord for the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make yourself a serpent and set it on a standard, and it will happen that if a serpent bites a person, anyone who has been bitten, on looking at it, will live.” 9 And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a standard; and so it happened whenever a serpent bit a person, and he looked on the bronze serpent, he lived. 10 And the sons of Israel set out and pitched camp in Oboth. 11 And after setting out from Oboth, and they pitched camp at Iye-abarim toward the farther side in the desert wilderness, which is along the face of Moab, toward the east. 12 From there they set out and pitched camp at Ravine Zered. 13 From there, after setting out, they pitched camp on the other side of the Arnon in the desert wilderness that extends from the borders of the Amorites, for the Arnon is the boundary limit of Moab between Moab and between the Amorites. 14 For this reason it is said in a book,a A War of the Lord: 

“The Zoob is set on fire, 

and the flowing streams of the Arnon. 

15 And he established the flowing streams, causing Er to dwell there, 

and it lies by the borders of Moab.” 

16 And from there they moved to the well, this is the well concerning which the Lord said to Moses, “Gather together the people, and I will give them water to drink.” 17 At that time Israel sang this song concerning the well: 

“Begin to sing it. 

18 The well, the rulers dug it, 

the kings of the nations hewed it, 

in their kingdom, by their authority.” 

And from the well they moved to Mattanah, 19 and from Mattanah to Manael, and from Manael to Bamoth, 20 and from Bamoth to Ianen, which is in the plain of Moab from the height of the Quarried Rock as seen looking down toward the wilderness. 

The Defeat of Sihon and Og

21 And Moses sent messengers to Sihon, king of the Amorites, with a peaceful message, saying, 22 “We will be passing through your land; we will proceed along the main road; we will not turn aside, neither into a field nor into a vineyard; we will not drink water from your well. We will proceed along the king’s highway until we pass cross your borders.” 23 But Sihon did not grant Israel passage through his borders, and Sihon gathered all his people and came forth in battle array against Israel in the wilderness, and he came to Jahaz and prepared to battle against Israel. 24 And Israel struck him, slaying him with the sword, and took possession of his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as the sons of Ammon, for Jazer is the boundary limit of the sons of Ammon. 25 And Israel took over all these cities, and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites in Heshbon and in all the villages adjacent to it. 26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon, the king of the Amorites; he was also the one who made war with the king of Moab in the past and had taken all his land from Aroer, as far as the Arnon. 27 For this reason those who speak in riddles will say: 

“Come to Heshbon, 

in order that it may be built, and the city of Sihon be fully furnished. 

28 For fire went forth from Heshbon, 

a flame from the city of Sihon, 

and has devoured as far as Moab 

and devoured the sacred pillars of Arnon. 

29 Woe to you, Moab! 

You are destroyed, O people of Chemosh! 

Their sons are given over to be maintained 

and their daughters as captives 

to the king of the Amorite Sihon. 

30 And so their seed will perish at Heshbon as far as Dibon, 

and the women still more caused a flaming fire against Moab.” 

31 And Israel inhabited all those cities of the Amorites. 32 And Moses sent to scout out Jazer, and they seized it and its villages and dispossessed the Amorites who were dwelling there. 33 And after returning, they went up by the way that leads to Bashan. And Og, king of Bashan, along with all his people, came forth to confront them for war at Edrei. 34 And the Lord said to Moses, “Do not fear him, for I have given him and all his people and all his land into your hands, and you will do to him just as you did to Sihon, king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon.” 35 And he struck him and his sons and all his people until there was no living captive of his, and they inherited their land. 




Balak Summons Balaam

22 And so, after setting out, the sons of Israel pitched camp on the west of Moab, beside the Jordan, down by Jericho. 

2 And when Balak son of Zippor saw everything that Israel did to the Amorites, 3 Moab feared the people greatly because they were many, and Moab was provoked at the face of the sons of Israel. 4 And Moab spoke to the elders of Midian, “Now this multitude will lick up everything that is around us as an ox licks up the green herbs of the field.” Now Balak son of Zippor was king of Moab at that time. 5 And he sent messengers to Balaam son of Beor, to Pethor, which is on the river of the land of the sons of his people, to summon him, saying, “Look, a people has come out of Egypt, and look, it covers the surface of the land, and this people is encamping beside me. 6 And now, come! Curse this people for me, for this people is stronger than we are, so that perhaps we may be able to strike some of them, and then I will cast them out of the land; for I know that those, whomever you yourself may bless, are blessed, and those whom you yourself place under a curse are under a curse.” 7 And the council of elders of Moab and the council of elders of Midian proceeded, and the oracle was in their hands. And they came to Balaam and said to him the words of Balak. 8 Then he said to them, “Remain here during the night, and I will give an answer to you concerning the things that the Lord may speak to me.” And the rulers of Moab remained with Balaam. 9 Then God came beside Balaam and said to him, “Why are these people with you?” 10 Then Balaam said to God, “Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab, sent them to me, saying, 11 ‘Look, a people has come out of Egypt, and look, it covers the face of the land; and this people is encamping beside me. And now, come! Curse him for me; if so, then I will be able to strike him, and I will cast him out of the land.’ ” 12 And God said to Balaam, “You will not proceed with them, nor will you curse the people, for the people is blessed.” 13 And when Balaam arose in the morning, he said to the leaders of Balak, “Depart to your ruler; God is not permitting me to go along with you.” 14 And after arising, the rulers of Moab came to Balak and said, “Balaam was not willing to come with us.” 15 And Balak continued further to send rulers, more numerous and more honorable than those. 16 And they came to Balaam and said to him, “Balak the son of Zippor says these things: ‘I entreat you that you do not hesitate to come to me. 17 For I will honor you honorably, and whatever you may say I will do for you; and so come! Put a curse for me on this people.’ ” 18 And Balaam answered and said to the rulers of Balak, “Even if Balak gives me his house filled with silver and gold, I am not able to transgress the command of the Lord God, to perform something small or great by my mind. 19 So now you yourselves remain here during this night, and I will find out what the Lord will continue to say to me.” 20 And God came to Balaam and spoke to him, “If these people have come to summon you, rise up and follow them. But only the word that I will speak to you, this will you do.” 

Balaam, the Donkey, and the Angel

21 And when Balaam arose early in the morning, he loaded up his donkey and went with the distinguished rulers of Moab. 22 But God became angry with wrath because he was going, and so the messenger of God took up a position to withstand him. Now he himself went along on his donkey, and his two servants with him. 23 And when the donkey saw the messenger of God blocking the way and the drawn sword in his hand, then the donkey turned out of its way and went out into the field. And he struck the donkey with a rod to correct it back onto the roadway. 24 And the messenger of God stood in the lanes of the vineyards, a fence on one side and a fence on the other side. 25 And the donkey, seeing the messenger of God, pressed itself against the wall and mashed the foot of Balaam, and he continued to further whip it. 26 And the messenger of God continued forward and, after moving on, stood in a narrow place into which there was no place to maneuver to the right or to the left. 27 And when the donkey saw the messenger of God, it lay down under Balaam, and Balaam became provoked and struck the donkey with a rod. 28 And God opened the mouth of the donkey, and it said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” 29 And Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have mocked me, and if I had a sword in hand, I would have killed you already.” 30 But the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey, on which you have been riding from your youth until this very day? Have I ever treated you with utter contempt, disregarding you in this way?” And Balaam said, “No.” 31 And God uncovered the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the messenger of the Lord blocking the way and the drawn sword in his hand; and bending over, he lowered his face. 32 And the messenger of God said to him, “Why did you strike your donkey these three times? And behold, I myself came forth to oppose you, because your journey is not appropriate before me. 33 And having seen me, the donkey turned aside from me these three times, and if it had not turned aside now, therefore, I would have slain you; but I would have kept it alive.” 34 And Balaam said to the messenger of the Lord, “I have erred, for I did not know that you yourself were opposing me in the road to confront me, and now, if it does not seem good to you, I will turn back.” 35 And the messenger of God said to Balaam, “Go along with the people, but only the word that I may speak to you, this you will be careful to speak.” And Balaam proceeded to go along with the distinguished rulers of Balak. 36 And Balak, hearing that Balaam had come, went forth to meet him at a city of Moab, which is on the borders of the Arnon, which is at the outer edges of the border. 37 And then Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not send to you to summon you? Why did you not come to me, as if I really would not be able to reward you?” 38 And Balaam said to Balak, “Behold, I have come to you; now will I be able to speak anything? Only the word that God may place into my mouth, this I will speak.” 39 And Balaam went along with Balak, and they came to Cities of Villages. 40 And Balak sacrificed sheep and oxen and sent to Balaam and to the rulers with him. 41 And early morning came, and Balak, taking along Balaam, brought him up to the pillar of Baal. And there he pointed out to him a certain portion of the people. 




Balaam’s Prophecies

23 And Balaam said to Balak, “Construct for me here seven altars and prepare for me here seven oxen and seven rams.” 2 And Balak did just as Balaam said to him and sacrificed an ox and a ram on each altar. 3 And Balaam said to Balak, “Stand here beside your sacrifice, and I will proceed. If God appears to me in a meeting, and the matter which perhaps he will show to me, I will report to you.” And Balak stood nearby beside his sacrifice; and Balaam proceeded to inquire from God; and he went forth immediately. 4 And God appeared to Balaam, and Balaam said to him, “The seven altars I have prepared, and I offered up an ox and a ram on each altar.” 5 And God placed a word into the mouth of Balaam and said, “Turn and go back to Balak; thus you will speak.” 6 And Balaam returned to him, and he stood by his whole burnt offerings, and all the rulers of Moab with him; and the Spirit of God came on him. 7 And taking up his poetic discourse, he said, 

“Out from Paddan-aram Balak sent for me, 

the king of Moab, out of the mountainous hill country of the east, saying, 

‘Come, curse Jacob for me, 

and come entreat curses against Israel for me.’ 

8 How may I curse whom the Lord has not cursed? 

Or how may I condemn whom God has not condemned? 

9 For from the height of the mountainous hill country I will see him, 

and from high places I will perceive him. 

Behold a people will dwell alone 

and will not be reckoned among the nations. 

10 Who can calculate the seed of Jacob? 

And who can number the multitude of Israel? 

May my soul die among the souls of the righteous, 

and may my seed be as the seed of these people.” 

11 And Balak responded to Balaam, “What have you done to me? I summoned you to curse my enemies, and now, look, you have spoken well of them with a blessing.” 12 And Balaam said to Balak, “Is it not that whatever things God may place into my mouth, this I will be careful to speak?” 13 And so Balak said to him, “Come yet with me to a different place from which you will not see them from there, only some part of them you will see, but you will see not all; and curse them for me from there.” 14 And so he took him to a high projection of land to the summit of a hewn stone, and he constructed there seven altars and offered up an ox and a ram on each altar. 15 And Balaam said to Balak, “Remain here by your sacrifice, and I myself will go on to inquire from God.” 16 And so God met Balaam and placed a word into his mouth and said, “Return to Balak, and you will speak the following things.” 17 And Balaam returned to him; and he was standing by his whole burnt offering, and all the rulers of Moab with him, and Balak said to him, “What did the Lord say?” 18 And so, taking up his poetic discourse, Balaam said, 

“Rise up, Balak, and listen; 

hearken as a witness, son of Zippor! 

19 God is not like a human to deceive, 

nor like a son of humanity to be threatened. 

He himself, having spoken, will he not act? 

Will he proclaim and not remain firm? 

20 Look, I am compelled to bless! 

I will bless, and I will not turn back from it. 

21 There will be no trouble in Jacob, 

nor will grief be seen in Israel. 

The Lord his God is with him; 

the glory of distinguished rulers is among him. 

22 God, the one who brought them out of Egypt, 

as it were the splendor of the unicorn is his. 

23 For there is no omen in Jacob 

nor divination in Israel. 

At the appointed time it will be said to Jacob and to Israel 

what God will bring to pass. 

24 Lo, a people, like a lion’s whelp, will rise up, 

and like a lion will be exalted; 

he will not sleep until he consumes prey 

and the blood of the slain is drunk.” 

25 And Balak said to Balaam, “Do not curse him with curses for me, neither bless him by blessing.” 26 And in reply Balaam said to Balak, “Have I not told you, saying, ‘The word that God may speak, this I will deliver’?” 27 And Balak said to Balaam, “Come, I will take you along to another place, in case it will please God, and you call down curses for me against him from there.” 28 And Balak took along Balaam to the summit of Peor, which extends into the desert wilderness. 29 And Balaam said to Balak, “Construct for me here seven altars, and prepare for me here seven oxen and seven rams.” 30 And Balak did just as Balaam said to him and sacrificed an ox and ram on the altar. 




More Prophecies from Balaam

24 Now Balaam, seeing that it was pleasing before the Lord to bless Israel, did not proceed according to earlier practice to consult the omens but turned his face toward the desert wilderness. 2 And lifting up his eyes, Balaam looked down on Israel, encamped according to tribes; then the Spirit of God came on him. 3 And taking up his poetic discourse, he said, 

“Balaam son of Beor says, 

the person who sees clearly says; 

4 the one who hears the oracles of God says, 

who saw visions from God 

as in sleep, his eyes being open: 

5 ‘How fair are your houses, O Jacob; 

your tents, O Israel. 

6 Like shady glens 

and like an orchard beside streams 

and like tents that the Lord has pitched, 

like cedar trees beside water. 

7 A man will come forth from his seed 

and prevail over many peoples, 

and he will be raised up higher than the kingdom of Gog, 

and his kingdom will increase. 

8 God led him out of Egypt, 

like the splendor of the unicorn to him. 

He will dine on the nations of his enemies, 

and he will suck their strength from them, 

and he will strike down the enemy with his arrows. 

9 Lying down, he rested as a lion and as a lion’s whelp; 

who will raise up him? 

Those who bless you are blessed, 

and those who curse you are under a curse.’ ” 

10 And Balak became provoked against Balaam and struck his hands together; and Balak said to Balaam, “I summoned you to curse my enemy, and, behold, blessing, you have indeed blessed them this third time. 11 Now, therefore, get back to your own territory. I said I would reward you, but now the Lord has deprived you of honor.” 12 And Balaam said to Balak, “Have I not spoken, in fact, to your messengers whom you sent to me, saying, 13 ‘Even if Balak would give to me his house filled with silver and gold, I would not be able to go beyond the word of the Lord in reporting it as ominous or as well meaning, as far as I am concerned. Whatever things God may say, I will say these things.’ 14 And now, behold, I am about to depart to my territory. Come! I will advise you concerning what this people will do to your people during the latter days.” 15 And then, taking up his poetic discourse, he said, 

“Balaam son of Beor says, 

the person who sees the truth says, 

16 ‘The one who hears the oracles of God, 

who is acquainted with the knowledge from the Most High, 

and the one who sees the vision from God 

as in sleep, his eyes being open, 

17 I will show him, but not just now, 

I bless, but he is not near. 

A star will rise up out of Jacob, 

and a person will be established out of Israel, 

and he will shatter the rulers of Moab 

and will plunder all the sons of Seth. 

18 And Edom will be an inheritance, 

and Esau, his enemy, will be an inheritance; 

and Israel does mightily. 

19 And he will stir forth out of Jacob, 

and he will slay anyone being rescued from the city.’ ” 

20 And when he looked on Amalek, then, taking up his poetic discourse, he said, 

“A head of the nations is Amalek, 

but their seed will be destroyed.” 

21 And when he looked on the Kenite, then, taking up his poetic discourse, he said, 

“Secure is your dwelling place, 

and although you should have located your nest in stone, 

22 and if a nest of cunning happens to Beor, 

Asshur will take you captive.” 

23 And looking on Og, then, taking up his poetic discourse, he said, 

“Alas! Alas! Who will survive whenever God sets these things in place? 

24 And one will come forth from the hand of the Kittim 

and afflict Assyria, and afflict the Hebrews, 

but they themselves will be destroyed all together.” 

25 And rising, Balaam departed, returning to his territory. And Balak departed to his own place. 





Harlotry with the Women of Moab

25 Now Israel stayed in Shittim, and the people were profaned by whoring with the daughters of Moab. 2 They called them to the sacrifices for their idols, and the people ate their offerings and bowed down and worshiped their idols, 3 and Israel was consecrated to Baal-peor. And the Lord was incensed with wrath against Israel. 4 And the Lord said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and punish them as an example for the Lord in the face of the sun, and the anger of the Lord will be turned away from Israel.” 5 And Moses said to the tribes of Israel: “Slay, each one, anyone of his household who is now consecrated to Baal-peor.” 6 And behold, a man of the sons of Israel went and brought his brother to a Midianite woman in front of Moses and before the entire congregation of the sons of Israel, and they were weeping at the entrance of the tent of testimony. 7 And seeing this, Phinehas son of Eleazar, son of Aaron, the priest, rose up out of the midst of the congregation and took a barbed lance in his hand. 8 He went in after the Israelite man into the furnace and pierced both of them, both the Israelite man and the woman, through her womb. Then the plague was ceased from the sons of Israel. 9 Now those who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand. 

10 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 11 “Phinehas son of Eleazar, son of Aaron, the priest, caused my wrath to cease from the sons of Israel, in which I was zealous in my zeal against them; and I did not entirely destroy the sons of Israel in my fervent zeal. 12 So say thus: ‘Look, I myself am granting to him a covenant of peace. 13 And it will be to him and to his seed after him as a covenant of priesthood for all time, because he was zealous for his God and made atonement on behalf of the sons of Israel.’ ” 14 Now the name of the Israelite man who was struck down, who was smitten along with the Midianite woman, was Zimri son of Salu, a ruler of an ancestral household of Simeon. 15 And the name of the Midianite woman who was struck down was Cozbi daughter of Shur, a ruler of the people of Ommoth, that is of an ancestral household of Midian. 

16 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, 17 ‘Be hostile toward the Midianites and strike them, 18 for they themselves are at enmity with you through the treachery with respect to the things dealt out treacherously toward you through Peor, and on account of Cozbi, daughter of a ruler of Midian, their sister, who was smitten at the time of the plague because of Peor.’ ” 




The Second Census of Israel

26 aAnd it happened after the plague, and the Lord spoke to Moses and to Eleazar, the priest, saying, 2 “Take a census of the entire congregation of the sons of Israel from twenty years and over, according to their ancestral households, every one who goes forth to battle in Israel.” 3 Then Moses and Eleazar, the priest, spoke in Arabothb of Moab, beside the Jordan, down by Jericho, saying, 4 “From twenty years and over, the way the Lord commanded to Moses, you and the sons of Israel, who came forth from Egypt.” 

5 Reuben, the firstborn of Israel; and the sons of Reuben: Enoch, and the clan of Enoch; to Pallu, the clan of the Palluites; 6 to Hezron, the clan of the Hezronites; to Carmi, the clan of Carmi. 7 These are the clans of Reuben; and their inspection was forty-three thousand seven hundred and thirty. 8 And the sons of Pallu: Eliab. 9 And the sons of Eliab: Nemuel and Dathan and Abiram; these were chosen men of the congregation. These men were the ones who assembled together against Moses and Aaron among the assembly of Korah at the uprising against the Lord. 10 And so the earth, opening its mouth, swallowed them and Korah in his assembly when fire completely consumed the two hundred and fifty. And they served as a sign. 11 But the sons of Korah did not die. 

12 And the sons of Simeon: the clan of the sons of Simeon: to Nemuel, the clan of Nemuelites; to Jamin, the clan of Jaminites; to Jachin, the clan of Jachinites; 13 to Zerah, the clan of Zerahites; to Shaul, the clan of Shaulites. 14 These are the clans of Simeon according to their inspection, twenty-two thousand two hundred. 

15 aAnd the sons of Judah: Er and Onan, but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 16 And the sons of Judah according to their clans: to Shelah, the clan of Shelanites; to Perez, the clan of Perezites; to Zerah, the clan of Zerahites. 17 And the sons of Perez: to Hezron, the clan of Hezronites; to Hamul, the clan of Hamulites. 18 These are the clans of Judah according to their numbering, seventy-six thousand five hundred. 

19 And the sons of Issachar according to their clans: to Tola, the clan of Tolaites; to Puvah, the clan of Punites; 20 to Jashub, the clan of Jashubites; to Shimron, the clan of Shimronites. 21 These are the clans of Issachar according to their numbering, sixty-four thousand three hundred. 

22 The sons of Zebulun according to their clans: to Sered, the clan of Seredites; to Elon, the clan of Elonites; to Jahleel, the clan of Jahleelites. 23 These are the clans of Zebulun according to their numbering, sixty thousand five hundred. 

24 bThe sons of Gad according to their clans: to Ziphion, the clan of Zephonites; to Haggi, the clan of Haggi; to Shuni, the clan of Shuni; 25 to Ozni, the clan of Ozni; to Eri, the clan of Eri; 26 to Arod, the clan of Arod; to Ariel, the clan of Arelites. 27 These are the clans of the sons of Gad according to their numbering: forty-four thousand five hundred. 

28 cThe sons of Asher according to their clans: to Imnah, the clan of Imnites; to Ishvi, the clan of Ishvites; to Beriah, the clan of Beriites; 29 to Heber, the clan of Heberites; to Malchiel, the clan of Malchielites. 30 And the name of the daughter of Asher, Kara. 31 These are the clans of Asher according to their numbering, forty-three thousand six hundred. 

32 The sons of Joseph according to their clans: Manasseh and Ephraim. 33 d The sons of Manasseh: to Machir, the clan of Machirites, and Machir gave birth to Gilead; to Gilead, the clan of Gileadites. 34 And these are the sons of Gilead: to Iezer, the clan of Iezerites; to Helek, the clan of Helekites; 35 Azriel, the clan of Asrielites; to Shechem, the clan of Shechemites; 36 to Shemida, the clan of Shemidaites; and Hepher, the clan of Hepherites. 37 And to Zelophehad son of Hepher there were not to him sons, but only daughters, and these are the names of the daughters of Zelophehad: Mahlah and Noah and Hoglah and Milcah and Tirzah. 38 These are the clans of Manasseh according to their numbering, fifty-two thousand seven hundred. 39 Now these are the sons of Ephraim: to Shuthelah, the clan of Shuthelahites; to Taanach, the clan of Tahanites. 40 These are the sons of Shuthelah: to Eran, the clan of Eranites. 41 These are the clans of Ephraim according to their numbering, thirty-two thousand five hundred. These are the clans of the sons of Joseph according to their clans. 

42 The sons of Benjamin according to their clans: to Bela, the clan of Belaites; to Ashbel, the clan of Ashbelites; to Ahiram, the clan of Ahiramites; 43 to Shephupham, the clan of Shuphamites. 44 And these were the sons of Bela, Adar, and Naaman. 45 These are the sons of Benjamin according to their clans according to their numbering, thirty-five thousand five hundred. 

46 And the sons of Dan according to their clans: to Shuham, the clan of Shuhamites. These are the clans of Dan according to their clans. 47 All the clans of Shuhamites according to their numbering, sixty-four thousand six hundred. 

48 The sons of Naphtali according to their clans: Jahzeel, the clan of Jahzeelites; to Guni, the clan of Guni; 49 to Jezer, the clan of Jezerites; to Shallum, the clan of Shallumites. 50 These are the clans of Naphtali according to their numbering, thirty thousand three hundred. 

51 So this is the census taken of the sons of Israel, six hundred and one thousand seven hundred and thirty. 

52 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 53 “To these the land will be distributed to hold in inheritance based on the number of names. 54 To those more numerous you will increase the inheritance, and to those fewer in number you will reduce their inheritance; to each one, just as they were numbered, their inheritance will be given. 55 By the use of lots the land will be distributed by names; according to their ancestral tribes they will receive an inheritance. 56 By the indication of the lot you will divide up their inheritance between the many and the few.” 

57 And the sons of Levi according to their clans: to Gershon, the clan of Gershonites; to Kohath, the clan of Kohathites; to Merari, the clan of Merari. 58 These are the clans of the sons of Levi: the clan of Libni, the clan of Hebronites, the clan of Korahites, and the clan of Mushi; and Kohath gave birth to Amram. 59 Now the name of his wife was Jochebed daughter of Levi, who bore them for the tribe of Levi in Egypt, and so she bore to Amram, Aaron and Moses and Miriam, their sister. 60 And to Aaron were born both Nadab and Abihu and Eleazar and Ithamar. 61 Now Nadab and Abihu died when they brought unauthorized fire before the Lord in the desert wilderness of Sinai. 62 And there were according to their numbering twenty-three thousand, every male from a month old and over; indeed, they were not included along with the sons of Israel because a share was not given to them among the sons of Israel. 

63 Now this is the inspection of Moses and Eleazar, the priest, who inspected the sons of Israel at Arabotha of Moab beside the Jordan, down by Jericho. 64 Now among these there was no man of those who had been numbered by Moses and Aaron, whom they numbered, with respect to the sons of Israel, in the desert wilderness of Sinai. 65 For the Lord had said to him, “They will die by death in the desert wilderness, and there will not be left from them even one person, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.” 




The Daughters of Zelophehad

27 And the daughters of Zelophehad son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, of the clan of Manassite, of the sons of Joseph, came forward; and these are their names: Mahlah and Noah and Hoglah and Milcah and Tirzah. 2 And so having taken their place before Moses and before Eleazar, the priest, and before the distinguished rulers and before the entire gathering at the entrance of the tent of testimony, they said, 3 “Our father died in the desert wilderness, but he himself was not among the gathering who gathered together against the Lord in the assembly of Korah; because on account of his own sin, he died, and he had no sons. 4 Let the name of our father not be wiped out from the midst of his clan because he has no son. Give us a possession among the brothers of our father.” 5 And Moses brought their case before the Lord. 6 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 7 “The daughters of Zelophehad have spoken rightly; you will give a gift to them, a possession of an inheritance among the brothers of their father, and assign the inheritance of their father to them. 8 And you will speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘When a person dies and he has no son, pass on his inheritance to his daughter. 9 And if he has no daughter, you will give the inheritance to his brother. 10 And if he has no brothers, you will give the inheritance to the brother of his father. 11 And if his father has no brothers, you will give the inheritance to his nearest relation from his tribe; he will inherit his things. And this will constitute to the sons of Israel an ordinance of justice, just as the Lord charged Moses.’ ” 

Joshua is Moses’ Successor

12 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go on up into the mountainous region, which is in the region on the other side, that is Mount Nebo, and view the land of Canaan, which I myself am giving to the sons of Israel as a possession. 13 Then view it, and you will be added to your people, even you yourself, just as Aaron, your brother, was added in at Mount Hur, 14 because you transgressed my word in the desert wilderness of Zin, when the congregation refused to sanctify me; you did not sanctify me with regard to the water in their presence; this is the water of strife and controversy at Meribath-kadesh in the desert wilderness of Zin.” 15 Then Moses said to the Lord, 16 “Let the Lord, the God of spirits and of all flesh, diligently attend to a person over this congregation, 17 someone who will go out before the face of them and who will enter in before them and who will lead them out and who will lead them in. Then the congregation of the Lord will not be like sheep for whom there is no shepherd.” 18 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Take to yourself Joshua son of Nun, a man who has the spirit in himself, and place your hands on him. 19 And you will present him before Eleazar, the priest, and will charge him before the entire congregation and give a charge concerning him before them. 20 Then you will place your authority on him, so that the sons of Israel will hearken to him. 21 And he will stand before Eleazar, the priest, and they will ask him about the judgment of the lightsa before the Lord; at his instruction they will go forth, and at his instruction they will come in, he himself and the sons of Israel together, even the entire congregation.” 22 And Moses did just as the Lord had commanded to him. And taking Joshua, he stood him before Eleazar, the priest, and before the entire congregation. 23 And he placed his hands on him and appointed him just as the Lord had charged Moses. 




Daily Offerings

28 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Charge the sons of Israel and speak to them, saying, ‘My gifts, my donations, my offerings by fire for a sweet-smelling aroma, be careful to bring them to me at my feasts.’ 3 And you will say to them, ‘These are the offerings by fire for whatever you will bring to the Lord: a lamb, a year old, without blemish, two each day for a perpetual whole burnt offering. 4 The one lamb you will offer each morning, and the second lamb you will offer each evening. 5 And you will offer fine wheat flour, a tenth of an ephah, for a sacrifice, prepared with olive oil of a fourth part of a hin, 6 as perpetual whole burnt offering, which was begun at Mount Sinai, for a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord. 7 And its drink offering will be a fourth of a hin with the one lamb; in the holy place you will pour out a drink offering of strong drink to the Lord. 8 And you will offer the second lamb at evening, according to its sacrifice and according to its drink offering. You will offer it for a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord.’ ” 

Sabbath Offerings

9 “ ‘And on the Sabbath day you will bring two lambs, a year old, without blemish, and two-tenths of a measure of fine wheat flour prepared in olive oil for a sacrifice and drink offering, 10 as a whole burnt offering for the Sabbaths on the Sabbath days besides the perpetual whole burnt offering and its drink offering.’ ” 

Monthly Offerings

11 “ ‘And on the new moons you will bring whole burnt offerings to the Lord, two young bulls from the herd and one ram, seven one-year-old lambs without blemish. 12 Three tenths of a measure of fine wheat flour prepared in olive oil for one young bull, and two tenths of a measure of fine wheat flour prepared with olive oil for the one ram. 13 A tenth of a measure of the finest wheat flour prepared with olive oil for the one lamb, a sacrifice, a sweet-smelling aroma, a burnt offering to the Lord. 14 The drink offering for them will be a half of a hin for the one young bull, and a third of a hin for the one ram, and a fourth of a hin for the one lamb with respect to wine; this is the monthly whole burnt offering for each month during the months of the year. 15 And one male kid from among the goats as a sin offering to the Lord; beside the perpetual whole burnt offering it will be offered and its drink offering.’ ” 

Passover Offerings

16 “ ‘And in the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, there will be a Passover to the Lord. 17 And on the fifteenth day of this month there will be a feast; for seven days you will eat unleavened bread. 18 And the first day will be designated holy for you; you will not perform any common labor. 19 And you will bring whole burnt offerings, offerings by fire, to the Lord: two young bulls from the herd, one ram, seven one-year-old lambs; they will be without blemish to you. 20 And their sacrifice of the finest wheat flour prepared in olive oil, three-tenths of a measure for the one young bull and two-tenths of a measure for the one ram, 21 you will make a tenth a tenth for the one lamb and for the seven lambs. 22 And you will offer one young he-goat from among the goats for a sin offering to make atonement for you, 23 besides the perpetual early morning whole burnt offering, which is a perpetual whole burnt offering. 24 You will execute these things according to these procedures each day for seven days, a burnt offering for a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord; beside the perpetual whole burnt offering, you will offer its drink offering. 25 And the seventh day will be a holy assembly for you; you will not do any common labor on it.’ ” 

Offerings at the Feast of Weeks

26 “ ‘And on the day of the firstfruits, whenever you are bringing a new sacrifice to the Lord, during the Festival of Weeks, there will be a holy assembly for you; you will not do any common labor. 27 And you will bring whole burnt offerings for a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord: two young bulls from the herd, one ram, seven lambs, a year old, without blemish. 28 The sacrifice for them will be of the finest wheat flour prepared with olive oil, three-tenths of a measure for the one young bull and two-tenths of a measure for the one ram. 29 A tenth of a measure for the one lamb and for the seven lambs. 30 And there will be one young he-goat from among the goats for a sin offering to make atonement for you 31 besides the perpetual whole burnt offering. And you will prepare their sacrifice for me and their drink offerings; they will be without blemish to you.’ ” 




Offerings of the Seventh Month

29 “ ‘And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, there will be a holy assembly for you. You will not do any common labor; it will become a day of giving a signal for you. 2 And you will perform whole burnt offerings for a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord: one young bull from the herd, one ram, seven one-year-old lambs without blemish. 3 The sacrifice for them will be of the finest wheat flour prepared with olive oil, three-tenths of a measure for the one young bull and two-tenths of a measure for the one ram. 4 A tenth of a measure for the one lamb and for the seven lambs. 5 And one young he-goat from among the goats for a sin offering to make atonement for you, 6 besides the whole burnt offerings of the new moon and their sacrifices and their drink offerings and the perpetual whole burnt offerings and their sacrifices and their drink offerings, according to their instructions, for a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord. 

7 “ ‘And on the tenth day of this month will be a holy assembly for you, and you will afflict your souls, and you will not do any work. 8 And you will offer whole burnt offerings as a sweet-smelling aroma, offerings by fire to the Lord: one young bull from the herd, one ram, seven one-year-old lambs; they will be unblemished to you. 9 The accompanying sacrifice for them will be of the finest wheat flour prepared with olive oil, three-tenths of a measure for the one young bull, and two-tenths of a measure for the one ram. 10 A tenth of a measure for the one lamb, and for the seven lambs. 11 And one young he-goat from the goats for a sin offering to make atonement for you, besides the one for a sin offering for atonement, and the perpetual whole burnt offering with its accompanying offerings and its drink offering, according to its instructions, for a sweet-smelling aroma, a burnt offering, to the Lord. 

12 “ ‘And on the fifteenth day of this seventh month, there will be a holy assembly for you. You will not do any common labor and will celebrate it as a festival to the Lord for seven days. 13 And you will bring whole burnt offerings, offerings by fire, for a sweet-smelling aroma to the Lord on the first day, thirteen young bulls from the herd, two rams, fourteen one-year-old lambs; without blemish shall they be. 14 Their sacrifices will be of the finest wheat flour prepared with olive oil, three-tenths of a measure for the one young bull, and so for the thirteen young bulls, and two-tenths of a measure for the one ram, and so for the two rams. 15 A tenth of a measure for the one lamb, and so for the fourteen lambs. 16 And one young he-goat from the goats for a sin offering in addition to the perpetual whole burnt offering and their sacrifices and their drink offerings. 17 And on the second day, twelve young bulls, two rams, fourteen one-year-old lambs without blemish. 18 The offering for them and their drink offering will be for the young bulls and for the rams and for the lambs, according to their number and according to their instructions. 19 And one young he-goat from the goats for a sin offering, in addition to the perpetual whole burnt offering with their sacrifices and their drink offerings. 20 On the third day, eleven calves, two rams, 14 one-year-old lambs without blemish. 21 The offering for them and their drink offering will be for the young bulls and for the rams and for the lambs, according to their number and according to their instructions. 22 And one young he-goat from the goats for a sin offering, in addition to the perpetual whole burnt offering with their sacrifices and their drink offerings. 23 On the fourth day, ten young bulls, two rams, fourteen one-year-old lambs without blemish. 24 Their sacrifices and their drink offerings will be for the young bulls and for the rams and for the lambs, according to their number and according to their instructions. 25 And one young he-goat from the goats for a sin offering, in addition to the perpetual whole burnt offering with their sacrifices and their drink offerings. 26 On the fifth day, nine calves, two rams, fourteen one-year-old lambs without blemish; 27 their sacrifices and their drink offerings will be for the young bulls and for the rams and for the lambs, according to their number and according to their instructions. 28 And one young he-goat from the goats for a sin offering, in addition to the perpetual whole burnt offering with their sacrifices and their drink offerings. 29 On the sixth day, eight calves, two rams, fourteen one-year-old lambs without blemish. 30 Their sacrifices and their drink offerings will be for the young bulls and for the rams and for the lambs, according to their number and according to their instructions. 31 And one young he-goat from the goats for a sin offering, in addition to the perpetual whole burnt offering with their sacrifices and their drink offerings. 32 On the seventh day, seven young bulls, two rams, fourteen one-year-old lambs. 33 Their sacrifices and their drink offerings for the young bulls and for the rams and for the lambs, according to their number and according to their instructions. 34 And one young he-goat from the goats for a sin offering, in addition to the perpetual whole burnt offering with their sacrifices and their drink offerings. 35 And on the eighth day, there will be a finale for you; you will not do any common work on it. 36 And you will bring whole burnt offerings for a sweet-smelling aroma, offerings by fire to the Lord: one young bull, one ram, seven one-year-old lambs without blemish. 37 The sacrifices for them and their drink offerings for the young bull and for the ram and for the lambs, according to their number and according to their instructions. 38 And one young he-goat from the goats for a sin offering, in addition to the perpetual whole burnt offering with their sacrifices and their drink offerings. 

39 “ ‘These offerings you will offer to the Lord during your feasts, besides your vow offerings and your freewill offerings and your whole burnt offerings and your sacrifices and your drink offerings and your peace offerings.’ ” 




Laws about Vows

30 And Moses spoke to the sons of Israel according to everything that the Lord had commanded Moses. 2 And Moses spoke to the rulers of the tribes of Israel, saying, “This is the matter concerning which the Lord has given a charge. 3 A person, a person who vows a vow to the Lord or swears an oath to an obligation or binds himself concerning his soul, he will not profane his commitment. All that may come out from his mouth, he will do. 4 And if a woman vows a vow to the Lord or binds herself to an obligation while in the house of her father, while in her youth, 5 and her father hears of her vows and her obligations that she has bound herself to with respect to her soul, and her father keeps silent about it, then all her vows will be in effect, and all the obligations about which she has bound herself with respect to her soul remain in effect for her. 6 But if her father, disclaiming, disclaims on whatever day he hears of all her vows and the obligations about which she has been bound with respect to her soul, they will not remain in effect, and the Lord will excuse her because her father disclaimed. 7 And if she becomes a man’s wife and her vows are still on her according to the assertions of her own lips, concerning which she has bound herself with respect to her own soul, 8 and if her husband hears and keeps silent with respect to it on whichever day he hears, then accordingly will all her vows be in effect and her obligations that she has bound herself to with respect to her soul will stand. 9 But if her husband firmly refuses on the day he hears, all her vows and her obligations that she has bound herself to with respect to her soul will not stand, because her husband disclaimed her vows from her, and so the Lord will excuse her. 10 And the vow of a widow and of a divorced woman, whatever she vows with respect to her soul will remain in effect for her. 11 And if, while in the house of her husband, her vow or obligation was made with respect to her soul by means of an oath, 12 and if her husband hears and keeps silent with respect to it and does not refuse her, then all her vows will stand, and all her obligations that she has bound herself to with respect to her soul will be in effect with respect to her. 13 But if her husband, voiding, voids them on the day that he hears, everything that came out of her lips with respect to her vows and with respect to the obligations, the ones with respect to her soul, will not remain in effect for her; her husband canceled them, and the Lord will clear her. 14 Every vow and every binding oath to afflict her soul, her husband will make stand for her, and her husband will make void. 15 But if, keeping silent, he in fact continues to be silent toward her day by day, then he will make all her vows stand with respect to her, and he will make the obligations that are on her stand with respect to her, because he kept silent toward her on the day that he learned. 16 But if he, voiding, voids them after the day on which he heard, then he will accept his own sin. 17 These are the righteous ordinances that the Lord commanded Moses between a husband and his wife and between a father and a daughter while a youth in the house of her father.” 




Vengeance on the Midianites

31 And the Lord said to Moses, saying, 2 “Avenge the vengeance of the sons of Israel on the Midianites, and you will finally be gathered to your people.” 3 And Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Completely arm men from among you to draw up in battle array before the Lord against Midian in order to execute vengeance from the Lord against Midian. 4 A thousand from one tribe, a thousand from another tribe, from all the tribes of Israel, send them to draw up in battle array.” 5 And there were counted out from the thousands of Israel, a thousand from each tribe, twelve thousands, armed for battle. 6 And Moses sent them, a thousand from one tribe, a thousand from another tribe, along with their hosts, and Phinehas son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, along with the holy vessels and the trumpets for communicating signals in their hands. 7 And they set themselves in battle array against Midian, just as the Lord had commanded Moses, and they slew every male. 8 And they killed the kings of Midian together with their men, slain in battle, and Evi and Shur and Rekem and Hur and Reba, five kings of Midian; and they killed Balaam son of Beor with the sword, along with their men slain in battle. 9 And they took as plunder the women of Midian and their household wealth and their livestock and all their acquired possessions, and they took their forces as plunder. 10 And all their cities that were in their settled areas and their unwalled villages they burned with fire. 11 And they took all the plunder and all their spoils from human to animal. 12 And they brought to Moses and to Eleazar, the priest, and to all the sons of Israel, the captives and the spoils and the plunder into the encampment to Araboth in Moab, which is beside the Jordan, down by Jericho. 

13 And Moses came forth along with Eleazar, the priest, and all the rulers of the congregation for a meeting with them outside the encampment. 14 And Moses became angry at the commanders of the military forces, the leaders over thousands and the leaders over hundreds, with those coming from the battle engagements of the war. 15 And Moses said to them, “For what reason did you capture every female alive? 16 For these very ones were, to the sons of Israel, with regard to the word of Balaam, the cause of turning from and disregard for the word of the Lord on account of Peor, and a plague came among the assembly of the Lord. 17 And now kill every male in every household, and slay every woman who has known a male through intercourse. 18 Every household of women who have not known a male through intercourse, keep them alive. 19 And you yourselves pitch camp outside the central encampment for seven days. Everyone who kills and touches a slain person will be purified on the third day and on the seventh day, yourselves and your captives. 20 And every garment and every vessel of skin and every item produced from goat’s hair and every vessel of wood you will purify.” 21 And Eleazar, the priest, said to the men of the military forces who came from the battle engagements of the war, “This is the just ordinance of the law, which the Lord commanded Moses: 22 Besides the gold and the silver and bronze and iron and lead and tin, 23 every object will go through fire, indeed will be purified, but by the water of purification it will be purified, and everything that does not go through fire will pass through water. 24 And you will wash your garments on the seventh day, and you will be purified, and after these procedures you will enter into the encampment.” 

Dividing the Spoils

25 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 26 “Calculate the total amount of the spoils of the captives, from human to animal, you and Eleazar, the priest, along with the rulers of the fathers’ families of the congregation. 27 And divide up the spoils between the combatants of those who went forth into battle array and among the entire congregation. 28 And you will separate out a tribute to the Lord from the people who were combatants, who went forth into battle array: one living thing out of five hundred, from the humans and from the livestock and from the oxen and from the sheep and from the goats. 29 And so out of their half you will take, and you will give to Eleazar, the priest, the choice offerings for the Lord. 30 And out of the half of the sons of Israel you will take one out of fifty, from the humans and from the oxen and from the sheep and from the donkeys and from all the livestock, and you will give them to the Levites who keep charge over the services in the tent of the Lord.” 31 And Moses and Eleazar, the priest, did just as the Lord commanded Moses. 32 And the excess of the plunder, which the men who were combatants took as spoils, was from the sheep six hundred and seventy-five thousand, 33 and oxen, seventy-two thousand, 34 donkeys, sixty-one thousand, 35 and living persons, from the women who had not known a man through intercourse, all the women were thirty-two thousand. 36 And the half share of those who went forth into battle from the number of the sheep was three hundred thirty-five thousand five hundred, 37 and the tribute to the Lord from the sheep was six hundred seventy-five; 38 and the oxen, thirty-six thousand, and the tribute to the Lord, seventy-two; 39 and thirty thousand five hundred donkeys, and the tribute to the Lord, sixty-one; 40 and living persons, sixteen thousand, and the tribute for them to the Lord, thirty-two persons. 41 And Moses gave the tribute to the Lord, the choice portion for God, to Eleazar, the priest, just as the Lord commanded Moses. 42 From the half from the sons of Israel, whom Moses separated from the military men: 43 The half from the sheep belonging to the congregation was three hundred thirty-seven thousand five hundred, 44 and cattle, thirty-six thousand, 45 donkeys, thirty thousand five hundred, 46 and human beings, sixteen thousand. 47 And Moses took from the half of the sons of Israel, one from fifty from the humans and from the livestock, and gave them to the Levites who keep watch over the services of the tent of the Lord, the way the Lord had charged Moses. 

48 And they came to Moses, all the appointed leaders for the units of a thousand of the military forces, leaders of thousands and leaders of hundreds. 49 And they said to Moses, “Your servants have taken a sum of the military men who are with us, and not a single person is missing from them. 50 And so we have brought a gift to the Lord, each man, whatever he found—a gold vessel or a bracelet or armlet or ring or an armlet for the right arm or a necklace—to make atonement for us before the Lord.” 51 And Moses and Eleazar, the priest, received the gold from them every crafted article. 52 And all the gold, the choice offering that they offered to the Lord, was sixteen thousand seven hundred and fifty shekels from the leaders over thousands and from the leaders over hundreds. 53 And the men who were combatants took plunder, each one for himself. 54 And Moses and Eleazar, the priest, received the gold from the leaders over thousands and from the leaders over hundreds. And they brought it into the tent of testimony as a memorial of the sons of Israel before the Lord. 




Reuben and Gad Settle East of the Jordan

32 Now much livestock was to the sons of Reuben and to the sons of Gad, a great multitude. And they observed the territory of Jazer and the territory of Gilead, and the area was an area for livestock. 2 And on coming, the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad spoke to Moses and to Eleazar, the priest, and to the rulers of the congregation, saying, 3 “Ataroth and Dibon and Jazer and Nimrah and Heshbon and Elealeh and Sebam and Nebo and Beon, 4 the land that the Lord delivered over before the sons of Israel, is a land for pasturing livestock. And your servants have livestock.” 5 And they said, “If we have found favor before you, let this land be given to your servants for a possession, and then do not make us cross over the Jordan.” 6 And Moses said to the sons of Gad and to the sons of Reuben, “Your brothers are going to go into war, and you yourselves will remain here? 7 And for what purpose are you diverting the intentions of the sons of Israel, to not cross over into the land that the Lord is granting to them? 8 Did not your fathers act in just this way when I sent them out from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land? 9 And they went up to the Valley of the Cluster and examined the land and discouraged the heart of the sons of Israel, so that they would not enter into the land that the Lord gave to them. 10 And the Lord was incensed greatly on that day and swore, saying, 11 ‘These people who came up out of Egypt from the age of twenty years and over, who are capable of discerning between evil and good, cursed if they will see the land that he promised to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, for they did not closely follow after me, 12 except for Caleb son of Jephunneh, who is set apart, and Joshua the son of Nun, because he carefully followed after the Lord.’ 13 And the Lord became angry with wrath against Israel, and he led them astray in the desert wilderness for forty years until all the generation, the ones who did evil things in the presence of the Lord, had perished. 14 Look, you have risen up in place of your fathers as a body of sinful persons, to add still more to the wrath of the anger of the Lord against Israel. 15 For you will have turned back from him to proceed once again to forsake him in the desert wilderness, and you will have behaved wickedly toward this whole congregation.” 16 And they came to him and said, “We will build sheepfolds here for our livestock and cities for our households, 17 and we are arming ourselves for battle as an advanced guard for the sons of Israel, until we bring them into their own territory, but our households will dwell in walled cities, because of the ones dwelling in the land. 18 We will not turn back to our houses until the sons of Israel have been apportioned, each one into his inheritance. 19 And we will receive no further inheritance among them from the other side of the Jordan and from this time on, because we have fully obtained our inheritance on the other side of the Jordan in the east.” 20 And Moses said to them, “If you act according to this commitment, if you arm yourselves before the Lord for battle, 21 and every heavily armed soldier from you will pass over the Jordan before the Lord until his enemy is destroyed from the face of him, 22 and the land is subdued before the Lord, then after these events you will return and will be guiltless before the Lord and from Israel, and this land will be yours as a possession before the Lord. 23 But if you do not perform in just this way, you will sin against the Lord, and you will experience your sin whenever afflictions seize you. 24 And so build for yourselves cities for your households and unwalled villages for your livestock. But what has proceeded out of your mouth, this you will do!” 25 And the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad spoke to Moses, saying, “Your servants will do just as our lord will command. 26 Our households and our women and all our livestock will be in the cities of Gilead. 27 But your servants will pass over the Jordan, everyone armed and organized for battle before the Lord for war, the way the lord says.” 

28 And Moses appointed for them Eleazar, the priest, and Joshua son of Nun, and the rulers of the fathers’ families of the tribes of Israel. 29 And Moses said to them, “Whenever the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad, every one armed to go into battle before the Lord, cross over the Jordan with you, and you subdue the land before you, then you will give to them the land of Gilead as a possession. 30 But if they do not cross over armed for battle along with you for war before the Lord, then carry over their household possessions and their women and their livestock ahead of you into the land of Canaan, and they will receive an inheritance among you in the land of Canaan.” 31 And the sons of Reuben and sons of Gad responded, saying, “Whatever the Lord says to the servants, accordingly we will act. 32 We ourselves will cross over armed for battle before the Lord into the land of Canaan and you will give an inheritance to us on the other side of the Jordan.” 33 And Moses granted to them, to the sons of Gad and to the sons of Reuben and to the half-tribe of Manasseh from the sons of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon, king of the Amorites, and the kingdom of Og, king of Bashan, the land and the cities along its border territory, the cities of the surrounding land. 

34 And the sons of Gad constructed Dibon and Ataroth and Aroer 35 and Atroth-shophan and Jazer; and they set them up 36 along with Beth-nimrah and Beth-haran, fortified cities, and unwalled sheepfolds for the sheep. 37 And the sons of Reuben constructed Heshbon and Elealeh and Kiriathaim. 38 And they surrounded Baal-meon with walls, and Sibmah; and they named the names of the cities that they built according to their own names. 39 And then a son of Machir son of Manasseh went forth to Gilead and took it and destroyed the Amorites who dwelt in it. 40 And Moses gave Gilead to Machir son of Manasseh, and he dwelt there. 41 And then Jair the son of Manasseh went forth and took their villages and renamed them “Villages of Jair.” 42 And Nebo went forth and took Kenath and its villages and renamed them “Nobah” based on his own name. 




The Stages of Israel’s Journey

33 Now these are the stages of the sons of Israel, when they came forth from the land of Egypt with their hosts by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 2 Moses wrote down their departure points according to the stages at the spoken instructions of the Lord, and these are the stages of their travel. 3 They set out from Rameses in the first month on the fifteenth day of the first month, on the day following the Passover. The sons of Israel went forth with an upraised hand in defiance before all the Egyptians. 4 And the Egyptians were burying the dead among them, everyone whom the Lord struck, every firstborn in the land of Egypt. And the Lord worked vengeance on their gods. 5 And after setting out from Rameses, the sons of Israel pitched camp at Succoth. 6 And they set out from Succoth and pitched camp at Etham, which is part of the wilderness. 7 And they set out from Etham and pitched camp at the mouth of Hahiroth, which is opposite Baal-zephon, and encamped opposite Migdol. 8 And they set out from before Hahiroth and crossed through the midst of the sea into the desert wilderness and proceeded on a journey of three days through the desert wilderness and pitched camp in Bitternesses. 9 And they set out from Bitternesses and came into Elim. And in Elim there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they pitched camp there beside the water. 10 And they set out from Elim and encamped beside the Red Sea. 11 And they set out from the Red Sea and encamped by the wilderness of Zin. 12 And they set out from the wilderness of Zin and encamped at Dophkah. 13 And they set out from Dophkah and encamped in Alush. 14 And they set out from Alush and encamped in Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink there. 15 And they set out from Rephidim and pitched camp in the desert wilderness of Sinai. 16 And they set out from the wilderness of Sinai and encamped at “The Graves of Craving.” 17 And they set out from “The Graves of Craving” and pitched camp at Hazeroth. 18 And they set out from Hazeroth and encamped at Rithmah. 19 And they set out from Rithmah and pitched camp in Rimmon-perez. 20 And they set out from Rimmon-perez, and they pitched camp in Libnah. 21 And they set out from Libnah and encamped at Rissah. 22 And they set out from Rissah and encamped at Kehelathah. 23 And they set out from Kehelathah and pitched camp at Shepher. 24 And they set out from Shepher and encamped at Haradah. 

25 And they set out from Haradah and pitched camp at Makheloth. 26 And they set out from Makheloth and encamped at Tahath. 27 And they set out from Tahath and pitched camp at Terah. 28 And they set out from Terah and encamped at Mithkah. 29 And they set out from Mithkah and encamped at Hashmonah. 30 And they set out from Hashmonah and pitched camp in Moseroth. 31 And they set out from Moseroth and pitched camp at Benaiah. 32 And they set out from Benaiah and encamped in the hill country of Hor-haggidgad. 33 And they set out from the hill country of Hor-haggidgad and pitched camp in Setebatha. 34 And they set out from Setebatha and encamped at Sebrona. 35 And they set out from Sebrona and pitched camp at Ezion-geber. 36 And they set out from Ezion-geber and encamped in the desert wilderness of Zin. And they set out from the desert wilderness of Zin and encamped at the desert wilderness of Paran, that is, Kadesh. 37 And they set out from Kadesh and encamped at Hur, the mountain next to the land of Edom. 38 And Aaron, the priest, went up on account of the command of the Lord and died there, in the fortieth year of the departure of the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt, in the fifth month, on the first day of the month. 39 Now Aaron was a hundred and twenty-three years old when he died in Hur, on the mountain. 40 And so the Canaanite king of Arad heard (this man dwelt in the land of Canaan), as the sons of Israel were coming. 41 And then they set out from Hur, the mountain, and so encamped at Hashmonah. 42 And they set out from Hashmonah and encamped at Punon. 43 And they set out from Punon and pitched camp at Soboth. 44 And they set out from Soboth and encamped in Iye-abarim, on the other side in the borders of Moab. 45 And they set out from Iyim and encamped at Dibon-gad. 46 And they set out from Dibon-gad and pitched camp at Almon-diblathaim. 47 And they set out from Almon-diblathaim and pitched camp on the mountainous regions of Abarim before Nebo. 48 And they set out from the mountainous hill country of Abarim and encamped on the west of Moab, beside the Jordan, down by Jericho. 49 And they pitched camp beside the Jordan between Aisimoth as far as Abel-shittim toward the west of Moab. 

50 And the Lord spoke to Moses, on the west of Moab beside the Jordan down by Jericho, saying, 51 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You yourselves are crossing the Jordan into the land of Canaan. 52 And you will destroy all the inhabitants in the land before you and take down their high places, and all their idols cast from metal, you will destroy them; and take down all their sacred pillars. 53 And you will destroy all the inhabitants of the land and dwell permanently in it; for to you I have given their land as an inheritance. 54 And you get their land by inheritance, by lot according to their tribes; to the more numerous you will increase their inheritance, and the ones fewer in number, you will reduce their inheritance; according to whatever his name comes forth, there his own share will be. According to the tribes of your fathers’ families you will receive an inheritance. 55 But if you do not destroy the inhabitants on the land from the face of you, then it will be the case that those whom you leave behind of them will become splinters in your eyes and darts in your side, and they will be hostile on the land where you yourselves will dwell permanently. 56 And it will be the case that just as I had thought to do for them, I will do for you.’ ” 




Boundaries of Canaan

34 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Charge the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You yourselves are entering into the land of Canaan, which will be for you as an inheritance, the land of Canaan along with its border territories. 3 And the area to the south from the wilderness of Zin as far as the area holding Edom will be yours, and the borders to the south from the side of the salt sea eastward will be yours. 4 And your boundary will circle from the south to the ascent of Akrabbim and will pass by Zin, and its termination will be to the south by Kadesh-barnea and will run to the fold of Arad and will pass by Azmon. 5 And the boundary will run from Azmon to the river of Egypt, and the sea will serve as the termination point. 6 And a boundary of the sea will be for you: the great sea will serve as a boundary; this will serve for you as the boundary of the sea. 7 And this will be your boundary to the north: From the great sea you will measure out for yourselves up to the mountainous region of the mountain the mountain.a 8 And from the mountain you will measure out the mountain for yourselves to where travelers enter into Hamath, and their termination will be the boundary territory of Zedad. 9 And the boundary will run out to Ziphron, and its termination will be at Hazar-enan; this will be a boundary for you from the north. 10 And you will measure out for yourselves the eastern boundary from Hazar-enan to Shepham. 11 And the boundary will come down from Shepham to Riblah eastward to the springs, and the boundary will come down by Bela on the back of the sea of Chinnereth eastward. 12 And the boundary will come down to the Jordan, and its termination will be the salt sea; this will be your land and its boundary limits around it.’ ” 13 And Moses commanded the sons of Israel, saying, “This is the land that you will inherit by lot, the way the Lord charged Moses to give it to the nine tribes and to the half-tribe of Manasseh. 14 For the tribe of the sons of Reuben and the tribe of the sons of Gad received their inheritance according to their ancestral households; and the half-tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance. 15 Two and a half tribes have received their inheritance on the other side of the Jordan down by Jericho from the south toward the east.” 

16 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 17 “These are the names of the men who will distribute the inheritance of the land to you: Eleazar, the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun. 18 And you will take a ruler, one for each tribe, to distribute the land to you. 19 And these are the names of the men: from the tribe of Judah, Caleb son of Jephunneh; 20 from the tribe of Simeon, Shemuel son of Semioud; 21 from the tribe of Benjamin, Eldad son of Chislon; 22 from the tribe of Dan, as ruler, Bukki son of Jogli; 23 from the sons of Joseph, of the tribe of the sons of Manasseh, as ruler, Hanniel son of Souphi; 24 from the tribe of the sons of Ephraim, as ruler, Kemuel son of Sabtah; 25 from the tribe of Zebulun, as ruler, Eli-zaphan son of Parnach; 26 from the tribe of the sons of Issachar, as ruler, Paltiel son of Uzzah; 27 from the tribe of the sons of Asher, as ruler, Achior son of Shelomi; 28 from the tribe of Naphtali, as ruler, Pedahel son of Ammihud.” 29 The Lord charged these ones to distribute inheritances to the sons of Israel in the land of Canaan. 




Cities for the Levites

35 And the Lord spoke to Moses at the west of Moab beside the Jordan, down by Jericho, saying, 2 “Order the sons of Israel, and they will give, from the inheritances to the Levites, possessions of their cities to settle in; and the surrounding pasture land of those cities encircling them, they will grant to the Levites. 3 And the cities will be for them to settle in, and the areas marked for them will be for their livestock and for all their animals. 4 And the contiguous areas of the cities that you will give to the Levites will stretch from the wall of the city and outward, encircling two thousand cubits. 5 And you will measure outside of the city, the side toward the east, two thousand cubits; and the side toward the south, two thousand cubits; and the side toward the sea, two thousand cubits; and the side toward the north, two thousand cubits. And the city will be in the middle of this for you, as well as the border areas of the city. 6 And you will give the cities to the Levites, the six cities of refuge, which you will provide for the person who has slain someone to flee there, and to these forty-two cities. 7 All the cities you will provide for the Levites, forty-eight cities; these cities and their surrounding pasture land. 8 And the cities that you will provide out of the possessions of the sons of Israel, from those who have more, much, and from those who have little, few; each one, according to their own inheritance, which they will receive, they will give from their cities for the Levites.” 

Cities of Refuge

9 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You yourselves are crossing the Jordan into the land of Canaan. 11 And you will assign among yourselves cities; they will be cities of refuge for you as a place where the manslayer can flee—that is, the one who strikes down a person accidentally. 12 And the cities will serve you as cities of refuge from the avenger of blood, so that the one who killed will not die until he stands before the assembly for a judgment. 13 And the cities that you will provide, the six cities, will be cities of refuge for you. 14 Three cities you will appoint on the other side of the Jordan, and three cities you will appoint in the land of Canaan. 15 A place of refuge they will be for the sons of Israel, and for the resident alien, the sojourner who is among you. These cities will serve as cities of refuge for everyone who has struck down a soul accidentally, to escape there. 16 But if a person should strike him with an iron instrument and he dies, he is a murderer; have the murderer be put to death by death. 17 And if a person should strike him with a stone from the hand, and by which he may die, and he dies, he is a murderer; have the murderer be put to death by death. 18 And if a person should strike him with a wooden instrument from the hand, and by which he may die, and he dies, he is a murderer; have the murderer be put to death by death. 19 The avenger of blood, this man will kill the murderer. Whenever he happens to meet him, this man will kill him. 20 And if on account of hatred he pushes a person or hurls any article against him from an ambush, and he dies, 21 or on account of wrath he struck him with his hand, and he dies, have the one who struck be put to death by death. The one who struck him is a murderer; have the murderer be put to death by death. The avenger of blood will kill the murderer when he meets him. 22 But if suddenly, not on account of hatred, he shoves him or hurls any vessel against him, not from ambush, 23 or with any stone by which someone dies from it, not on purpose, and it should fall on him, and he dies, but he himself was not his enemy, nor seeking to harm him, 24 then the assembly will render judgment between the one who struck and between the avenger of blood according to these judgments. 25 And the assembly will deliver the killer from the avenger of blood; and the assembly will restore him in the city of his refuge, to which he fled, and he should dwell there until the high priest, whom they anointed with the holy oil, dies. 26 But if, going out, the killer goes forth beyond the boundary limits of the city into which he fled, 27 and the avenger of blood finds him outside the boundary limits of the city of his refuge, and the avenger of blood slays the killer, he is not guilty. 28 For he should have dwelt in the city of refuge until the high priest died. After the death of the high priest, the killer may return to the land of his possession. 29 And these procedures will be for you for righteous acts of judgment throughout your generations in all your settlements. 30 Everyone who strikes a person—by means of witnesses you will slay the murderer, but one witness does not bear witness against a soul to die. 31 And you will not accept a ransom price for a person from the murderer who is subject to being put to death; he shall be put to death by death. 32 You will not accept a ransom price from a fugitive who is in a city of refuge to again settle on the land until the high priest dies. 33 And you will not pollute the land in which you yourselves are dwelling with murder, for this blood pollutes the land, and the land will be atoned for not from the blood poured on it, but by the blood of the one who sheds it. 34 And you will not defile the land on where you are dwelling on it, in which I myself dwell among you, for I am the Lord who dwells in the midst of the sons of Israel.’ ” 




Inheritance of the Daughters of Zelophehad

36 And the rulers of the tribe of the sons of Gilead son of Machir, son of Manasseh, from the tribe of the sons of Joseph, came forward, and they spoke in the presence of Moses and in the presence of Eleazar, the priest, and in the presence of the rulers of the ancestral houses of the sons of Israel, 2 and they said, “The Lord commanded our lord to give over the land of inheritance by lot to the sons of Israel, and the Lord commanded our lord to give the inheritance of Zelophehad, our brother, to his daughters; 3 and they will be wives for one of the tribes of the sons of Israel, then their inheritance would be reduced from the possession of our fathers and will be added to the inheritance of the tribe where they become wives, and out of the share of our inheritance it will be taken. 4 And if the remission of the sons of Israel occurs, then their inheritance would be added to the inheritance of the tribe to whom they have become wives, and so their inheritance would be taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our family.” 5 And Moses commanded the sons of Israel through the command of the Lord, saying, “Thus speaks the tribe of the sons of Joseph. 6 This is the word that the Lord has commanded for the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, ‘Where it seems good in their opinion, let them become wives, except that out of the clan of their father, let them become wives.’ 7 And an inheritance belonging to the sons of Israel will not get transferred from tribe to tribe, for each tribe of the sons of Israel will also be bound by the inheritance of the tribe of its ancestral household. 8 And every daughter who exercises a right concerning an inheritance among the tribes of the sons of Israel, to someone of those from the clan of her father will they be wives, in order that the sons of Israel may have the rights, each one, a paternal inheritance. 9 And a share of land will not get transferred from one tribe to another tribe, but rather the sons of Israel will be permanently attached, each one, to his own inheritance.” 10 The way the Lord commanded Moses, so the daughters of Zelophehad acted. 11 And Tirzah and Hoglah and Milcah and Noah and Mahlah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were married to their cousins. 12 From the clan of Manasseh, sons of Joseph, they became wives, and it happened that their inheritance was with the tribe of the clan of their father. 13 These are the commandments and the righteous ordinances and the judgments that the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses on the west of Moab beside the Jordan down by Jericho. 





DEUTERONOMY




Israel after the Exodus

1 These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan in the wilderness to the west near the Red Sea between Paran Tophel and Laban and Aulon and Di-zahab; 2 over eleven days at Horeba by way of Mount Seir up to Kadesh-barnea. 3 And it happened that in the fortieth year in the eleventh month on the first of the month Moses spoke to all the sons of Israel in accord with all that the Lord commanded him concerning them. 4 After striking down Sihon, king of the Amorites who dwelled in Heshbon, and Og, king of Bashan who dwelled in Ashtaroth and in Edrei 5 on the other side of the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses began to explain this law, saying, 6 “The Lord our God spoke to us at Horeb, saying, ‘Let it suffice for you to dwell on this mountain. 7 Turn and leave and go into the mountain country of the Amorites and to all the neighbors of the Arabah into the mountain and the plain and to the south and the seacoast, the land of the Canaanites and Lebanon as far as the great river the Euphrates. 8 Look! He has delivered over the land before you. Go in and take possession of the land that I swore to your fathers, Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, to give to them and their seed after them.’ 9 And I spoke to you at that time, saying, ‘I will not be able to bear you alone. 10 The Lord your God multiplied you and look, today you are like the stars of the heavens in abundance. 11 May the Lord, the God of your fathers, add to you as you are a thousand times and may he bless you as he told you. 12 How will I alone be able to bear your suffering and your substance and your controversies? 13 Provide for yourselves wise and knowledgeable and prudent men by your tribes, and I will appoint them over you as your leaders.’ 14 And you answered me and said, ‘The word that you spoke to do is good.’ 15 So I took from you wise and knowledgeable and prudent men, and I appointed them to be leaders over you, leaders of thousands and leaders of hundreds and leaders of tens and assistants to your judges. 16 And I commanded your judges at that time, saying, ‘Hear the case between your brothers and judge justly between a man and his brother and his sojourner. 17 You should not know the face in judgment. You shall judge the small and the great alike. You shall surely not shrink back from the face of a person, for the judgment is God’s. But if the issue is too difficult for you, bring it to me, and I will hear you.’ 18 And I commanded you at that time all the things that you should do. 

19 “And after departing from Horeb we went through all that great and frightening wilderness that we saw on the way to the hill country of the Amorites, as the Lord our God commanded us, and we went as far as Kadesh-barnea. 20 And I said to you, ‘You have come as far as the hill country of the Amorites, which the Lord our God is giving over to you. 21 Look! The Lord our God has given over to you the land before your face. Go up and take possession in the way the Lord, the God of our fathers, said to you. Do not fear or be afraid.’ 22 And you all came to me and said, ‘Let us send men ahead of us and let them search out the land for us and let them report to us the news about the route through which we should go up into it and the cities into which we should enter into them.’ 23 And the idea was pleasing before me, so I took twelve men from you, one man per tribe. 24 And after turning about they went into the mountain and went as far as Cluster Ravine, and they surveyed it. 25 And they took in their hands some of the fruit of the land and brought it down to us and said, ‘The land is good that the Lord our God is giving over to us.’ 26 And you did not want to go up. And you disobeyed the word of the Lord our God. 27 And you were muttering in your tents and said, ‘It is because the Lord hates us that he led us out from the land of Egypt to give us over into the hands of the Amorites to utterly destroy us. 28 Where are we going?’ Our brothers disturbed your heart, saying, ‘There is a great and numerous nation, stronger than you, and great and walled cities as far as the heavens. But we also saw sons of the giants in that place.’ 29 And I said to you, ‘Do not be scared, nor be afraid of them. 30 The Lord your God who is going ahead before your face, he will fight them with you according to all that he did for us in the land of Egypt. 31 And in the wilderness this is what you saw: By the way of the mountain of the Amorite, how the Lord your God nourished you as when someone nourishes his son, along all the way in which you went until you came to this place.’ 32 And in this matter you did not trust the Lord our God, 33 who proceeded ahead of you in the way to choose a place for you, guiding you by fire at night, showing you the way whereby you would go upon it, and in a cloud by day. 34 And the Lord heard the sound of your words and being provoked he swore, saying, 35 ‘If any one of these men will see this good land that I swore to your fathers! 36 Except for Caleb, son of Jephunneh; he will see it, and I will give to him the land upon which he walks and to his sons because he kept the commands of the Lord.’ 37 The Lord was angry even with me because of you, saying, ‘You will certainly not enter into that place, not even you! 38 Joshua, son of Nun, standing beside you, he shall enter that place. Strengthen him for he will take possession of it for Israel. 39 And every young child who does not know good or evil today, they shall enter that place, and I will give it to them, and they will inherit it. 40 And after you turn, march out to camp in the wilderness by way of the Red Sea.’ 41 And you replied to me and said, ‘We have sinned in the presence of the Lord our God. Let us go up to fight according to all that the Lord our God commanded us.’ And you each took up your battle equipment and gathered together to go up into the mountain. 42 And the Lord said to me, ‘Say to them, “You shall not go up and wage war, for I am not with you, and you shall not be annihilated before your enemies.” ’ 43 And I spoke to you, but you did not listen to me. And you transgressed the word of the Lord and acted in defiance and went up into the mountain. 44 And the Amorites who lived in that mountain came out to meet you, and they pursued you like bees when they might do, and they wounded you from Seir as far as Hormah. 45 And after sitting down, you wept before the Lord our God, and the Lord did not listen to your voice and did not heed you. 46 And you remained at Kadesh many days, however many days you remained there. 




The Years in the Wilderness

2 “And after turning, we departed into the wilderness by way of the Red Sea, which is the direction the Lord told to me, and we circled Mount Seir for many days. 2 And the Lord spoke to me, 3 ‘It is sufficient for you to encircle this mountain. Therefore, turn around to the north. 4 And command the people saying, “You are about to pass through the borders of your brothers, the sons of Esau, who dwell in Seir.a And they will be afraid of you and will be very cautious of you. 5 Do not engage with them in battle, for I will not give to you from their land, not even a foot’s step, because I have given Mount Seir to the sons of Esau as a portion. 6 Buy provisions from them with silver, and you will eat and take water in moderation from them for silver, and you will drink.” ’ 7 For the Lord our God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. Consider how you passed through that great and frightening wilderness. Look, for the forty years the Lord your God was with you, you were in need of nothing. 8 And we passed by your brothers, the sons of Esau who dwell in Seir, along the way to Arabah from Elon and from Gasion Gaber. And when we turned, we went by the way of Moab. 

9 “And the Lord said to me, ‘Do not act in enmity toward the Moabites and do not engage with them in battle, for I might not give a portion from their land to you since I have already given Seir to the sons of Lot as an inheritance.’ 10 Formerly the Emim dwelled in it, a great and mighty and strong people, like the Anakim. 11 Just as the Anakim, these also should be considered Rephaim, but the Moabites call them Emim. 12 And the Horim dwelled before in Seir, and the sons of Esau destroyed them and utterly annihilated themb and settled in the place of them, the way Israel did with the land of its inheritance that the Lord gave them. 13 So then stand up and depart! And go by the ravine of Zered. So we passed by the ravine of Zered. 14 And the days that we passed by from Kadesh-barnea until we passed by the ravine of Zered were thirty-eight years: until the whole generation of men, the warriors, perished, having died from the camp, as God swore to them. 15 And the hand of God was upon them to purge them from the midst of the camp until they perished. 

16 “And it happened after all the men, the warriors, perished, having died from among the people, 17 that the Lord spoke to me saying, 18 ‘Today you will pass by the border of Moab at Seir, 19 and you will draw the sons of Ammon near. Do not act in enmity toward them and do not engage them in battle. For I will not give from the land of the sons of Ammon to you as a portion, because I have given it to the sons of Lot as a portion. 20 And it is to be considered the land of the Rephaim, for the Rephaim formerly dwelled on it, and the Ammonites called them Zamzummim, 21 a great and mighty people who were stronger than you, like the Anakim; and the Lord destroyed them before their face, and they took possession and settled in the place of them until this day. 22 Just as they did to the sons of Esau, who dwell in Seir, who in the same way destroyed the Horim before their face, and they took possession and settled in their place until this day. 23 And the Avvim who dwell in Hazeroth as far as Gaza, and the Caphtorim hailing from Caphtor, they wiped them out and settled in their place. 24 So then arise and depart and pass through the ravine of Arnon. Look, I am giving into your hand Sihon, the Amorites, king of Heshbon, and his land. Begin to take possession; engage him in battle. 25 On this day begin to give your trembling and your fear upon the face of all the nations under the heavens, who upon hearing your name will become troubled and have labor pain from your face.’ ” 

The Defeat of Sihon

26 “And I sent ambassadors from the wilderness of Kedemoth to Sihon, king of Heshbon, with a peaceful message saying, 27 ‘I will pass through your land; I will pass by the road and will not turn to the right or to the left. 28 You will give me provisions for silver, and I will eat, and you will give me water, for silver, and I will drink. I will do nothing except that I will pass by on foot. 29 Just as the sons of Esau who dwell in Seir did for me, and the Moabites who dwell in Aroer, until I pass by the Jordan into the land that the Lord our God is giving over to us.’ 30 And Sihon, king of Heshbon, did not want us to pass by him, because the Lord our God hardened his spirit and overpowered his heart that he might be given over into your hand as in this day. 31 And the Lord said to me, ‘Look, I have begun to give over before your face Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land. Begin to take possession of his land.’ 32 And Sihon, king of Heshbon, came out to meet us, he and all his people, to battle at Jahaz. 33 And the Lord our God gave him over before our face, and he struck him and his sons and all his people. 34 And we overpowered all his cities at that time and utterly destroyed each city one after another; and we did not leave their women and their children alive, 35 but we plundered the livestock, and we took the spoils of the cities 36 from Aroer, which is along the edge of Wadi Arnon and the city that is in the ravine even as far as the mountain of Gilead. There was no city that escaped us; the Lord our God gave them all into our hands. 37 Only we did not draw near to the sons of Ammon, all the bordering territory of Wadi Jabbok and the cities in the hill country, as the Lord our God commanded us. 




The Defeat of Og

3 “And turning we went up by the road leading into Bashan, and Og, king of Bashan, came out to meet us, he and all his people, to battle in Edrei. 2 And the Lord said to me, ‘Do not fear him, for I have given him over into your hands and all his people and all his land. And you will do to him as you did to Sihon king of the Amorites who dwelled in Heshbon.’ 3 And the Lord our God gave him over into our hands, even Og, king of Bashan, and all his people. And we struck him until his seed did not remain. 4 And we conquered all his cities at that time. There was no city that we did not take from them, sixty cities in all the surrounding countries bordering Argob of Og, king in Bashan. 5 All the cities were strong, with high walls, gates and bars, except the very many cities of the Perizzites. 6 We utterly destroyed them as we did to Sihon, king of Heshbon, and we utterly destroyed each city, one after another, even the women and the children 7 and all the livestock, and we plundered the spoils of the cities for ourselves. 8 And at that time we seized the land from the hands of two Amorite kings who were across the Jordan from the Wadi Arnon as far as Hermon. 9 The Sidonians called Hermon “Sirion,” and the Amorites called it “Senir.” 10 All cities of Misor and all of Gilead and all of Bashan as far as Salecah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11 For only Og, king of Bashan, was left behind by the Rephaim. Look, his bed is a bed of iron. See now it is in the citadel of the sons of Ammon. Its length is nine forearms, and four forearms in breadth by the forearm of a man. 12 And they plundered that land at that time, from Aroer, which is on the edge of Wadi Arnon, and half of the hill country of Gilead, and its cities I gave over to Reuben and Gad. 13 And the rest of Gilead and all Bashan, Og’s kingdom, I gave to the half-tribe of Manasseh, even all the area of Argob, all that land of Bashan; it shall be considered the land of the Rephaim. 14 And Jair, son of Manasseh, took all rest of Argob as far as the borders of Geshur and Maacath. He named it after his name: Bashan Havvoth-jair, as it is until this day. 15 And I gave Gilead to Machir. 16 And to Reuben and to Gad I had given from Gilead as far as Wadi Arnon, and as far as the Jabbok, the wadi as a boundary, for the sons of Ammon. 17 And the Arabah and Jordan as a boundary of Machanareth and as far as the sea of Arabah, the Salt Sea, below Asedoth of Pisgah on the east. 

18 “And I commanded you at that time saying, ‘The Lord our God gave this land to you as a portion. Move ahead, armed before the face of your brothers, the sons of Israel, each who is able. 19 Only your women and your young children and your livestock (I know that you have much livestock), let them reside in your cities that I gave to you, 20 until the Lord your God should give rest to your brothers as also to you, and they will also inherit this land that the Lord our God is giving them at the other side of the Jordan. And you will return, each to his inheritance that I gave you.’ 21 And I commanded Joshua at that time saying, ‘Your eyes have seen all the great things the Lord our God did to these two kings; thus the Lord our God will do to all the kingdoms upon which you are about to pass over in that place. 22 You shall not be afraid, because the Lord our God, he fights for you.’ 

Moses Forbidden to Enter the Land

23 “And I entreated before the Lord at that time saying, 24 ‘Lord God, you began to show your attendant your strength and your might and your strong hand and your lofty arm. For what god is there in the heavens or on earth who will do as you did, and according to your strength? 25 Therefore, crossing over, I will see this good land that is on the other side of the Jordan, the good mountain, and Lebanon.’ 26 And the Lord disregarded me on your account, and he did not listen to me. And the Lord spoke to me, ‘It is sufficient for you! Do not continue to speak of this issue any longer. 27 Go up on top of Hewn Stone 1 and look with your eyes down to the sea and to the north and to the southwest and to the east and see with your eyes, for you will not cross this Jordan. 28 And command Joshua and strengthen him and call him, because this one, he will cross before the face of this people, and he will take possession himself for them of the land that you have seen.’ 29 And we were dwelling in a wooded valley near the house of Peor.” 




Moses Calls Israel to Obey

4 “And now, Israel, hear the ordinances and the judgments that I am teaching you to do today in order that you may live and become numerous and, after entering, take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2 Do not add to the word that I am commanding you and do not subtract from it. Keep the commands of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today. 3 Your eyes have seen all that the Lord our God did to Baal of Peor, that every person who went after Baal of Peor, the Lord your God destroyed him from us. 4 But you who kept close to the Lord your God are all alive today. 5 Look! I have shown you the ordinances and judgments just as the Lord commanded me, to do so in the land into which you are entering there to take possession of it. 6 And you shall keep and do them, for this is your wisdom and understanding before all nations; all who may hear all these ordinances will say, ‘Look, this great nation is a wise and prudent people.’ 7 For what other great nation is there to which a god belongs to it near to them like the Lord our God in all when we invoke him? 8 And what other great nation to which ordinances and righteous judgments belongs to it according to all this law that I am delivering to you today? 9 Take heed of yourself and guard your life very much; do not forget all the things that your eyes have seen and do not put them away from your heart all the days of your life; but you will instruct your sons and the sons of your sons, 10 the day when you stood before the Lord our God at Horeb, the day of the assembly, when the Lord said to me, ‘Gather the people to me and let them hear my words that they may learn to fear me all the days that they live on the land, and you shall teach their sons.’ 11 And you came and stood below the mountain, and the mountain burned with fire as far as the heavens: gloom, darkness, storm, and a great noise. 12 And the Lord spoke to you from the midst of the fire the sound of words, which you heard—but you saw no image, except a voice. 13 And he declared to you his covenant that he commanded you to do, the ten words, and he wrote them upon two tablets of stone. 14 And the Lord commanded me at that time to teach you ordinances and judgments, for you to do them in the land in which you are entering there to take possession of it. 15 And watch yourselves very much, because you did not see the image on the day that the Lord spoke to you at Horeb on the mountain from the midst of the fire, 16 lest you act lawlessly and make for yourselves a carved idol or any image in the likeness of a male or female, 17 in the likeness of any animal that is on the earth, in the likeness of any winged bird that flies under the heavens, 18 in the likeness of any reptile that creeps on the earth, in the likeness of any fish that is in the water below the earth. 19 And do not look up into the heavens and see the sun and the moon and the stars, or even any ornaments of the heavens, lest you be led astray to worship them and serve them, which the Lord your God portioned them out to all the nations below the heavens. 20 But God took you and led us out from the land of Egypt, out of the iron furnace of Egypt, to be his fortunate people, as in this day. 21 And the Lord was angry with me because of the things said by you, and he swore that I would not pass over this Jordan and that I would not enter into the land that the Lord your God is giving over to you as a portion. 22 For I am about to die in this land, and I am not crossing over the Jordan, but you are crossing over and will take possession of this good land. 23 Pay attention, each of you! Do not forget the covenant of the Lord your God, which he arranged with you, and make for yourselves a carved image of anything that the Lord your God has appointed. 24 For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. 

25 “But if you have sons and sons of your sons and they dwell a long time upon the land and act lawlessly and make a carved image of anything and do evil before the Lord your God to provoke him, 26 I call to witness against you today the heavens and the earth, that you will be destroyed by destruction from the land into which you are crossing over the Jordan there to take possession. You will not prolong your days upon it; rather you will be wiped out with destruction. 27 And the Lord will scatter you in all the nations, and you will be few in number among the nations in which the Lord will lead you into that place. 28 And you will serve other gods there, the works of human hands, of wood and stone that will not see or hear or eat or smell. 29 And you will seek the Lord our God in that place, and you will find him whenever you seek him with your whole heart and with your whole soul in your oppression. 30 And all these words will find you in the last days, and you will turn to the Lord your God, and you will hear his voice. 31 For the Lord your God is a merciful God; he will not forsake you or destroy you; he will not forget the covenant of your fathers that he swore to them. 32 Ask about earlier days that were before you, from the day that God created humankind on the earth and on the end of the heavens as far as the end of the heavens, whether a thing this great has existed, whether a thing such as this has been heard of; 33 whether a nation has heard the voice of a living God speaking from the midst of fire, the way you have heard and lived, 34 whether a God ever tried to go in to take for himself a people from the midst of a nation, by trial and by signs and by wonders and by battle and with a strong hand and with a mighty arm and with great sights according to all that our God did in Egypt before you to see, 35 so that you might know that the Lord your God, he is God, and there is none beside only him. 36 Out of the heavens his voice was heard, to teach you; and on earth he showed you his great fire, and you heard his words from the midst of the fire. 37 Because he loved your fathers and he chose you, their seed after them, and he himself led you out of Egypt by his great strength, 38 and to destroy great nations and stronger nations than you before your face, to lead you to give over to you their land to take possession, just as you have today. 39 And you will know today and will bear in mind that the Lord your God, this is God in the heavens above and on earth beneath and none exists besides only him. 40 And keep his ordinances and his commands that I am commanding you today, in order that it may go well with you and your sons with you, in order that you may be long-lived on the land that the Lord your God is giving over to you all the days.” 

Cities of Refuge

41 At that time Moses designated three cities on the other side of the Jordan toward the east,a 42 for the murderer to flee there who might have killed a neighbor without knowing it, and he did not hate him before yesterday nor the day before, and he will flee for protection to one of these cities, and he will live: 43 Bezer in the wilderness on the land of the plain of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead of Gadites, and Golan in Bashan of Manasseh. 

Introduction to the Law

44 This is the law that Moses set before the sons of Israel. 45 These are the testimonies and the ordinances and the judgments that Moses spoke to the sons of Israel when they came out from the land of Egypt, 46 on the other side of the Jordan in the ravine near the house of Peor, in the land of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who dwells in Heshbon, whom Moses and the sons of Israel struck down when they came out from the land of Egypt. 47 And they took possession of his land and the land of Og, king of Bashan, two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan toward the east 48 from Aroer, which is on the bank of Wadi Arnon, and to Mount Sirion, which is Hermon, 49 all the Arabah on the other side of the Jordan to the east from Asedoth, hewn from the rock. 




The Ten Commandments Reviewed

5 And Moses called to all Israel and spoke to them, “Hear O Israel, the ordinances and the judgments that I am speaking in your ears on this day, and you shall learn them and shall keep and do them. 2 The Lord your God established with you a covenant at Horeb. 3 The Lord did not establish this covenant with your fathers, but with you, all you who are alive here today. 4 The Lord spoke with you face to face at the mountain from the midst of the fire. 5 And I stood between the Lord and you at that time to report to you the words of the Lord, since you were afraid from the face of the fire, and you did not go up into the mountain, saying, 6 ‘I am the Lord your God who led you out from the land of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 

7 “ ‘You shall not have other gods before my face. 

8 “ ‘You shall not make for yourself an image nor any likeness of anything that is in the heavens above or of anything that is on the earth below or of anything that is in the water under the earth. 9 You shall not worship them or serve them. For I am the Lord your God, a jealous God recompensing the sins of fathers upon the children on the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10 but doing mercy to the thousands who love me and who keep my commands. 

11 “ ‘You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not cleanse those who take his name in vain. 

12 “ ‘Keep the Sabbath day to sanctify it, the way the Lord your God commanded you. 13 Six days you shall work and do all your work, 14 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. You shall not do any work on it, you and your sons and your daughter, your servant and your female servant, your bull and your draft animal, and any of your livestock, the sojourner who lives near with you; for in six days the Lord made both the heavens and the earth and the sea and all the things in them, that your servant and your female servant might rest, just as you also. 15 And you shall remember that you were a household slave in the land of Egypt and the Lord your God led you out from that place with a strong hand and with a mighty arm; on account of this, the Lord your God appointed you; therefore keep the Sabbath day and sanctify it. 

16 “ ‘Honor your father and your mother the way the Lord your God commanded, that it may go well with you and that you may be a long time on the land that the Lord your God is giving over to you. 

17 a“ ‘You shall not commit adultery. 

18 “ ‘You shall not murder. 

19 “ ‘You shall not steal. 

20 “ ‘You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor with false testimony. 

21 “ ‘You shall not desire your neighbor’s wife; you shall not desire your neighbor’s house nor his field nor his servant nor his female servant nor his bull nor his draft animal nor any of his livestock nor anything that belongs to your neighbor.’ ” 

The Intercession of Moses

22 “These words the Lord spoke to all the gathering of you at the mountain from the midst of the fire, gloom, darkness, storm—a great voice, and he did not add. And he wrote them on two tablets and gave them to me. 23 And it was, when you heard the voice from the midst of the fire and the mountain burned with fire and you came to me, all the leaders of your tribes and your council of elders, 24 and you said, ‘Look! The Lord our God showed his glory, and we heard his voice from the midst of the fire. On this day we saw that God will speak to a human, and he will live. 25 And now let us not die, because this great fire will destroy us if we continue to hear the voice of the Lord our God, and we will die. 26 For what flesh that heard the voice of the living God, speaking from the midst of the fire as we have, will also live? 27 You approach and hear all that the Lord our God says, and you will tell to us all that the Lord our God shall say to you, and we will hear and do it.’ 28 And the Lord heard the sound of your words when you spoke to me, and the Lord said to me, ‘I heard the sound of this people’s words, all that they said to you; all that they spoke is right. 29 Who will give them such a heart to be in them that they would fear me and keep my commands all the days, in order that it may go well with them and their sons forever? 30 Go say to them, “Return you to your houses.” 31 But you stand here with me, and I will tell to you the commands and the ordinances and the judgments that you may teach them. And let them do them in the land that I am giving to them as a portion.’ 32 And you will be mindful to do the way the Lord your God commanded you; you will turn neither to the right nor to the left, 33 according to all the way that the Lord your God commanded you to go in it; in order that he may give rest to you, and it may go well with you, and you may have long days on the land that you will inherit. 




The Greatest Commandment

6 “And these are the commands and the ordinances and the judgments that our God commanded you to teach to do so in the land into which you are entering there to take possession of it; 2 so that you might fear the Lord your God, keep all his ordinances and his commands that I command you today, you and your sons and the sons of your sons all the days of your life that you may live long. 3 And hear, O Israel, and be mindful to do them, that it may go well with you and that you might increase very much just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, spoke, to give over to you a land flowing with milk and honey. 

4 “And these are the ordinances and the judgments that the Lord commanded the sons of Israel when they came out from the land of Egypt: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 And you will love the Lord your God from your whole mind and from your whole soul and from your whole strength. 6 And these words that I am commanding you today shall be in your heart and in your soul. 7 And you will impress upon your sons and speak on them when sitting in the house and when walking on the road and when lying down and when rising up. 8 And you will fasten them as a sign upon your hand, and it will be a permanent thing before your eyes. 9 And you will write them upon the doorposts of your houses and the gates of your towns. 

Exhortation to Remember God

10 “ ‘And it will be when the Lord your God leads you into the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, to give over to you great and beautiful cities that you did not build, 11 houses full of all good things that you did not fill, quarried wells that you did not dig, vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant. And when you eat and become full, 12 regard yourself—lest you forget the Lord your God who led you out from the land of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 13 You shall fear the Lord your God and serve him, and you shall cling to him, and you shall swear by his name. 14 Do not walk after other gods from the peoples that surround you, 15 because the Lord your God who is with you is a jealous God. Lest the Lord your God become angry in anger with you and utterly destroy you from the face of the land. 

16 “ ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God the way you tempted him in the temptation. 17 You shall, by guarding, guard the commands of the Lord your God, the testimonies and the ordinances that he commanded you. 18 And you shall do what is pleasing and good before the Lord your God, in order that it may go well with you, and you may enter and take possession of the good land that the Lord swore to your fathers, 19 to chase away all your enemies before your face, just as the Lord said. 

20 “ ‘And it shall be, when your son asks you at a future time saying, “What are the testimonies and the ordinances and the judgments that the Lord our God commanded you?” 21 And you shall say to your son, “We were household slaves to Pharaoh in the land of Egypt, and the Lord led us out from that place with a strong hand and with a mighty arm. 22 And the Lord gave great and terrible signs and wonders in Egypt, in the presence of Pharaoh and in his house before us. 23 And he led us out from that place to give to us this land that he swore to give to our fathers. 24 And the Lord commanded us to do all these ordinances, to fear the Lord our God that it may go well with us all the days that we live, as it is even today. 25 And he will have mercy on us if we are mindful to do all these commands before the Lord our God just as the Lord commanded us.” ’ 




Conquest of the Land

7 “ ‘But if the Lord your God leads you into the land into which you are entering there to take possession, and he removes great nations from your face: the Hittite and Amorite and Girgashite and Canaanite and Perizzite and Hivite and Jebusite, seven nations mightier and stronger than you, 2 and the Lord your God delivers them into your hands, and you strike them, you will destroy them by destruction. You shall not arrange a covenant with them nor show mercy upon them. 3 Nor shall you marry with them. You shall not give your daughter to his son, and you shall not take his daughter for your son. 4 For he will turn your son away from me, and he will serve other gods. And the Lord will become angry with wrath toward you and will destroy you quickly. 5 But thus you shall do to them: Take down their altars and break their pillars and cut down their groves and burn up their carved gods with fire. 6 For you shall be a holy people to the Lord your God. And the Lord your God chose you so that you would be a special people for him compared to all the nations that are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more numerous than all the nations that the Lord chose you and selected you, for you were small compared to all the nations. 8 But it was because the Lord loved you, and he was keeping an oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord led out you with a strong hand, and he redeemed you from the house of slavery from the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. 9 And you shall know today that the Lord your God, he is God, a faithful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to those that love him and who keep his commands to the thousandth generation, 10 and recompensing those who hate him to their face, to utterly destroy them. And he will not delay those who hate him; he will recompense them to their face. 11 And you shall keep his commands and his ordinances and his judgments that I am commanding you to do today. 

Blessings of Obedience

12 “ ‘And it shall be when you hear these ordinances, and you keep and do them, the Lord your God also will guard you carefully for the covenant and the mercy that he swore to your fathers. 13 And the Lord will love you and bless you and multiply you and bless the offspring of your belly and the fruit of your land, your grain and your wine and your olive oil, your herd of cattle and your flocks of sheep on the land, as the Lord swore to your fathers to give to you. 14 You shall be blessed among all the nations; there is no one sterile or barren in you or in your livestock. 15 And the Lord will remove from you all the disease and all the bad sicknesses of Egypt that you have seen and that you knew; he will not put them on you, and he will put them on all those who hate you. 16 And you shall eat all the spoils of the peoples that the Lord your God is giving over to you. Your eye shall not spare them, and you shall not serve their gods, for this is a stumbling block to you. 

17 “ ‘But if you say in your mind that “This nation is greater than me. How will we be able to destroy them?” 18 You shall not fear them. In remembrance remember all that the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and all the Egyptians, 19 the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs and wonders, the strong hand and the lofty arm as the Lord your God led you out; so the Lord our God will do to all the nations that you are afraid of their face. 20 And the Lord your God will send a swarm of wasps into them until they are destroyed, even the ones left behind and the ones hiding from you. 21 You shall not flee in fear from their face, for the Lord your God is with you, a great and mighty God. 22 And the Lord your God will consume these nations from your face little by little; you will not be able to destroy them quickly, lest the land become a wilderness, and the wild beasts become too numerous for you. 23 And the Lord your God will deliver them into your hands and will utterly destroy them with great destruction until he has utterly destroyed them. 24 And he will deliver their kings into your hands, and he will destroy their name from that place; none will withstand against your face until he has utterly destroyed them. 25 You shall burn their carved gods in a fire; you shall not desire silver and gold from them; you shall not take them for yourself, lest you stumble on account of it, for it is an abomination to the Lord your God. 26 And you shall not bring an abomination into your house, or you will be an anathema like it. With offense you shall take offense and with an abomination you shall be abhorred, for it is an anathema. 




Remember the Lord and Obey

8 “ ‘All the commands that I commanded you today you shall be mindful to do, in order that you may live and become numerous and, entering in, take possession of the land that the Lord your God swore to your fathers. 2 And you shall remember all the way that the Lord your God led you in the wilderness that he might afflict you and test you and to discern in your heart whether you will keep his commands or not. 3 And he afflicted you and weakened you by hunger and fed you manna, which your fathers did not see, in order to declare to you that a man 1 shall not live on only bread, but a man shall live on every word going out through the mouth of God. 4 Your garments were not made old from you, your shoes did not wear out from you, your feet did not become calloused—behold, for forty years! 5 And you shall know in your heart that as a man 1 might teach his son, in this way the Lord your God will teach you. 6 And you shall keep the commands of the Lord your God, to walk in his ways and to fear him. 7 For the Lord your God is leading you into a good and vast land where torrents of water and bottomless springs go out through the plains and through the mountains, 8 a land of wheat and of barley, vines, fig trees, streams, a land of olive trees, of oil, and of honey, 9 a land upon which you will eat your bread with no poverty, and you will not lack anything on it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of its mountains you will mine copper. 10 And you will eat and be filled, and the Lord God will bless you on the good land that he gave to you. 11 Be mindful of yourself lest you forget the Lord your God, not keeping his commands and the judgments and his ordinances that I am commanding you today. 12 Lest after eating and becoming full and building a good house and dwelling in them, 13 and your cattle increases and your sheep increase, your silver and gold increase, and all that you have is being multiplied for you, 14 you might become exalted in heart and forget the Lord your God who led out you of the land of Egypt from the house of slavery; 15 the one who led you through that great and fearful wilderness, where there was biting snake and scorpion and thirst, where there was no water; the one who brought out for you running water from a hard rock; 16 the one who fed you manna in the wilderness that your fathers had not known in order that he might afflict you and test you, and you might do well on your last days. 17 You shall not say in your heart, “My strength and the might of my hand made me this great power.” 18 And you will remember the Lord your God, because he gives to you the strength to make power and that he might make the covenant stand that the Lord swore to your fathers, as today. 19 And it will be, if in forgetting you forget the Lord your God and you go after other gods and you serve them, I call to witness against you today that you will be destroyed by destruction. 20 Just as even the remaining nations that the Lord utterly destroyed before your face, thus you will be utterly destroyed, because you did not obey the voice of the Lord your God. 




Israel’s Rebellious Past

9 “ ‘Hear, O Israel, today you are about to pass over this Jordan to go into and dispossess nations greater and much stronger than you, great cities and walled as far as the heavens, 2 a great people and mighty and tall, the sons of Anakim whom you know and you have heard say, “Who can stand against the face of the sons of Anak?” 3 And you shall know today that the Lord your God, he is proceeding before your face, he is a consuming fire, he will utterly destroy them, and he will turn them away from your face, and he will utterly destroy them just as the Lord said to you. 4 Do not speak in your heart when the Lord your God destroys these nations from your face, saying, “Because of my righteousness the Lord led me to take possession of this good land.” 5 It is not because of your righteousness nor because of the holiness of your heart that you were permitted to enter to take possession of their land; rather, it is because of the ungodliness of these nations that the Lord utterly destroyed them from your face and that he might make his covenant stand that he swore to your fathers Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. 6 And you shall know today that it is not because of your righteousness that the Lord your God is giving you this good land to inherit, for you are a stiff-necked people. 7 Remember, do not forget that you provoked the Lord your God in the wilderness from that day you came out of Egypt and you came into this place; you have continually been disobedient to the Lord. 8 And at Horeb you provoked the Lord, and he became angry with you to destroy you, 9 upon my going up into the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant that the Lord established with you. And I dwelled in the mountain for forty days and for forty nights; I did not eat bread, and I did not drink water. 10 And the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone written by the finger of God, and on them he wrote all the words that the Lord spoke to you at the mountain, the day of assembly. 11 And it was, throughout the forty days and forty nights the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant. 12 And the Lord said to me, “Arise, go down quickly from here, for your people that you led out of the land of Egypt acted lawlessly; they turned quickly from the way that you commanded them, and they made for themselves a molten image.” 13 And the Lord spoke to me, “I have spoken to you once and twice saying, ‘See this people and, look, they are a stiff-necked people. 14 And now, allow me to destroy them and wipe out their name from underneath the heavens, and I will make you into a nation greater and mightier and more numerous than this.’ ” 15 And turning I went down from the mountain. And the mountain burned with fire up to the heavens, and the two tablets were in my two hands. 16 And upon seeing that you sinned before the Lord your God and you made to you for yourselves a molten image and you transgressed from the way that the Lord commanded you, 17 and seizing the two tablets, I threw them from my two hands and broke them before you. 18 And I entreated before the Lord again as also the first; forty days and forty nights I ate no bread, and I drank no water because of all your sins that you sinned, by doing evil before the Lord God, to provoke him. 19 And I was afraid because of the anger and the wrath, because the Lord was provoked against you to destroy you; but the Lord listened to me also at that time. 20 And against Aaron he was made angry to destroy him, and I also prayed concerning Aaron at that time. 21 And your sin that you made, the calf, I took it and burned it with fire and broke it, grinding it very much, until it became fine, and it became like a powder; and I threw the powder into the wadi running down from the mountain. 22 And at “The Burning” and at “The Temptation” and at “The Tombs of Longing” you were provoking the Lord. 23 And when the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, “Go up and take possession of the land that I am giving you”; and you disobeyed the words of the Lord your God, and you did not trust him, and you did not listen to his voice. 24 You were disobedient toward the Lord from the day that he knew you. 25 And I entreated before the Lord—all of forty days and forty nights I entreated—for the Lord said he would utterly destroy you. 26 And I prayed to God and said, “Lord, King of the gods, do not utterly destroy your people and your portion that you redeemed, whom you brought out from the land of Egypt by your great strength and by your strong hand and by your mighty arm. 27 Remember Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, your servants to whom you swore according to yourself. Do not look upon the hardness of this people and the profane acts and their sins, 28 lest those dwelling in the land from which you brought us from that place speak, saying, ‘Because the Lord is not able to lead them into the land that he said to them and because he hates them, he brought them out in the wilderness to kill them.’ 29 And these are your people and your portion whom you led out of the land of Egypt by your great strength and by your strong hand and by your mighty arm.” ’ 




A Second Set of Tablets

10 “At that time the Lord said to me, ‘Hew for yourself two flat stones like the first ones, and come up to me into the mountain and make for yourself a wooden ark. 2 And you shall write on the tablets the words that were on the former tablets, which you broke, and you shall put them into the ark.’ 3 And I made a chest of wood not subject to decay, and I hewed the tablets of stone as the former ones, and I went up into the mountain and the two tablets were in my hands. 4 And he wrote on the tablets according to the writing of the former, the ten words that the Lord spoke to you at the mountain from the midst of the fire, and the Lord gave them to me. 5 And turning I went down from the mountain, and I put the tablets into the ark that I made, and they are in that place just as the Lord commanded me. 6 And the sons of Israel departed from Beeroth of the sons of Moserah. There Aaron died, and he was buried in that place. And Eleazar his son became a priest in the place of him. 7 From there they departed to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, land of wadis of water. 8 At that time the Lord separated the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand in the presence of the Lord, to minister and to pray in his name, until this day. 9 On account of this, the Levites do not have a share and allotment among their brothers; the Lord himself is his allotment, as he said. 10 And I stood in the mountain for forty days and for forty nights, and the Lord heard me also at that time, and the Lord desired not to destroy you utterly. 11 And the Lord said to me, ‘Go, depart before this people, and let them enter and take possession of the land that I swore to their fathers to give them.’ 

Fear the Lord

12 “And now, O Israel, what has the Lord your God asked from you except to fear the Lord your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your whole soul, 13 to keep the commands of the Lord, your God, and his ordinances that I am commanding you today that it may go well with you? 14 Look, the heavens are the Lord your God’s—and the heaven of the heavens, the earth and all that is in it. 15 But the Lord chose your fathers to love them, and he chose their seed with them—you, from all the nations as at this day. 16 And you shall circumcise your hardness of heart, and you shall not harden your neck. 17 For the Lord your God, he is God of the gods, and the Lord of lords, the great and mighty and fearful God, who does not marvel at a face, nor take a gift, 18 doing justice to the sojourner and the orphan and the widow; and he loves the sojourner, to give him food and a cloak. 19 And you shall love the sojourner, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 20 You shall fear the Lord your God, and you shall serve him, and you shall cling to him, and you shall swear by his name. 21 This is your boast, and this is your God, who did in you these great and glorious things, which your eyes saw. 22 With seventy people your fathers went down into Egypt, but now the Lord your God made you as the stars of the heavens in number. 




Love the Lord and Keep His Commandments

11 “And you shall love the Lord your God and keep his commandments and his ordinances and his judgments all the days. 2 And you shall know today that it is not your children that neither knew nor saw the discipline of the Lord your God and his magnificence and the strong hand and the mighty arm, 3 and his signs and his wonders that he did in the midst of Egypt to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to all his land, 4 and all that he did to the army of the Egyptians, their chariots and their horses and their strength as he flooded the water of the Red Sea against their face while they pursued you from your back, and the Lord destroyed them, as it is today; 5 and all that he did for us in the wilderness until you came into this place, 6 and all that he did to Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, son of Reuben, whom the earth opened its mouth to swallow them and their houses and their tents and all of their belongings with them in the midst of all Israel; 7 for your eyes have seen all the works of the Lord that he did for you today. 8 And you shall keep all his commands that I am commanding you today, in order that you may live and become numerous. And upon entering you shall take possession of the land into which you are crossing over the Jordan there to take possession of it, 9 so that you may live long upon the land that the Lord swore to your fathers to give them and their seed with them, the land flowing with milk and honey. 10 For the land into which you are entering there to inherit, it is not like the land in Egypt is, the place you are leaving, when they sow seed and water it with their feet, like a garden of vegetables. 11 But the land into which you are entering there to inherit it is a hilly and flat land; it will drink water from the rain of the heavens, 12 a land that the Lord your God looks upon it always; the eyes of the Lord your God are on it from the beginning of the year and until the end of the year. 

13 “But if in listening, you hear all the commands that I am commanding you today, to love the Lord your God and to serve him from your whole heart and from your whole soul, 14 he will also give rain for your land, from the early season and late. And you will gather in your grain and your wine and your olive oil; 15 he will also give fodder in your fields for your livestock. 16 Both in eating and becoming satisfied, be mindful of yourself, lest your heart enlarge, and you transgress, and you serve other gods and worship them, 17 and the Lord be angry with anger against you, and he may enclose the heavens, and there will be no rain, and the earth will not give its fruit, and you will be destroyed quickly from the good land that the Lord gave to you. 18 And you shall put these words in your heart and in your soul, and you shall fasten them as a sign upon your hand, and they will be a permanent thing before your eyes. 19 And you shall teach them to your young children, to talk about them when you are seated in your house and when you are traveling on the road and when you are sleeping and when you are rising up. 20 And you shall write them on the doorposts of your houses and the gates of your towns, 21 so that your days may be long, and the days of your sons on the land that the Lord swore to your fathers to give them just as the days of the heavens on the earth. 22 And it shall be if in hearing you obey all these commands that I am commanding you today, to do them, to love the Lord our God and to walk in all his ways to cleave to him, 23 the Lord also will drive out all these nations from your face, and you will dispossess nations greater and much stronger than you. 24 Each place where you tread the track of your foot, it will be yours; from the wilderness and Lebanon, and from the great river, and as far as the sea that is on the west shall be your borders. 25 No one will be able to stand against your face. The Lord your God will put the trembling of you and the fear of you upon the face of all the land on which you go upon it, the way he proclaimed to you. 

26 “Look, I am giving before you today the blessing and the curse. 27 The blessing, if you hear the commands of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today; 28 and the curse if you do not hear the commands of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today and you stray from the ways that I commanded you, having gone to serve other gods whom you know not. 29 And it shall be, when the Lord your God brings you into the land into which you are passing into there to take possession of it, and you shall give blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. 30 Look, are these not on the other side of the Jordan, past the way of the setting sun in the land of Canaan, the area that lies on the west, near Gilgal, near the high tree? 31 For you are crossing over the Jordan, entering to take possession of the land that the Lord your God is giving you as a portion, all the days, and dwell in it. 32 And you shall be mindful to do all his commands and these judgments that I am giving before you today. 




The One Place to Worship the Lord

12 “And these are the commands and the judgments that you shall be mindful to do in the land in which the Lord, the God of our fathers, is giving you as a portion, all the days that you live on the land. 2 With destruction you shall destroy all the places in which they serve their gods, in that place that you are taking possession of it, on the high mountains and on the dunes and under the leafy trees. 3 And you shall destroy their altars and break their pillars, and you shall cut down their sacred groves and burn their carved gods with fire, and you shall destroy their name from that place. 4 You shall not do so to the Lord your God. 5 But to the place that the Lord your God may choose in one of your cities, to name that his name be invoked in that place, also seek him there. 6 And you shall bring your whole burnt offerings and your voluntary offerings, the firstborn of your cattle and of your sheep. 7 And you shall eat in that place before the Lord your God, and you shall rejoice in all you put your hands upon, you and your houses, as the Lord your God blessed you. 8 You shall not do all that we are doing here today, each one what is pleasing before him, 9 for you have not come until now into the resting place and into the inheritance that the Lord our God is giving to you. 10 And you shall cross the Jordan and settle on the land that the Lord our God is giving as an inheritance to you, and he will give rest to you from all your surrounding enemies, and you will dwell with safety. 11 And it shall be that to the place wherever the Lord your God may choose his name to be invoked there, you shall bring all that I commanded you today: your whole burnt offerings and your sacrifices and your tithes and the firstfruits of your hands and all your choicest gifts—all that you might vow to God. 12 And you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your sons and your daughters, your servants and your female slaves and the Levites at your town gates, because they do not have a portion nor an allotment with you. 13 Be mindful of yourself, lest you bring your whole burnt offerings in any place where you might look. 14 But in the place that the Lord your God may choose it in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your whole burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you today. 15 But in all your desire, you shall offer and eat meat according to the blessing of the Lord your God, which he gave to you in every city; the unclean in you and the clean, on it they shall eat it as of a gazelle or a deer. 16 Only the blood you shall not eat on the land. You shall pour it like water. 17 In your cities you shall not be able to eat the tithe of your grain and of your wine and of your oil, the firstborn of your cattle and any votive offerings that you may have vowed and your agreements and the first fruits your hands. 18 But before the Lord your God you shall eat it in the place that the Lord your God may choose it, you and your son and your daughter, your servant and your female servant and the sojourner in your cities; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God on all things where you put on your hand. 19 Be mindful of yourself, lest you forsake the Levite at any time that you live on the land. 

20 “But if the Lord your God enlarges your borders as he said to you, and you say, ‘I will eat meat,’ if your soul desires to eat meat with all the longing of your soul, you may eat meat. 21 But if the place be kept off afar for you that the Lord your God may choose where his name is to be invoked, and you shall offer from your cattle and from your sheep that God may give, the way I commanded you, you also shall eat in your cities according to the longing of your soul. 22 As you were eating the gazelle and the deer, so you shall eat it, the unclean in you and the clean among you, so you shall eat. 23 Be mindful especially not to eat blood, because its blood is its life; the life shall not be eaten with the meat. 24 You shall not eat it; you shall pour it on the earth like water. 25 You shall not eat it in order that it may go well with you and your sons with you, if you do what is good and pleasing before the Lord your God. 26 But your sacred things that are from you and your votive offerings, taking them you shall come to the place that the Lord your God may choose his name to be invoked there. 27 And you shall make your whole burnt offerings, but the meat you may eat. 28 You shall keep and obey and do all the things that I am commanding you in order that it may go well with you and your sons forever, if you do what is good and pleasing before the Lord your God. 

29 “But if the Lord your God utterly destroys the nations into which you are entering there to take possession of their land from your face, and you dispossess it and you dwell in their land, 30 be mindful of yourself, lest you seek out to follow after them after they have been utterly destroyed from your face saying, ‘How do these nations act toward their gods? I will do so also.’ 31 You shall not do so to your God, for they are abominations to the Lord that he hates, what they have done with their gods. For they have burned up their sons and their daughters with fire for their gods. 

32 a “All the words that I am commanding to you this day you shall be mindful to do. You shall not add to them or take away from them. 




Serving Other Gods Forbidden

13 “But if a prophet or one who dreams a dream arises in you, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes that they speak to you, saying, ‘Let us go and let us serve other gods that you have not known,’ 3 you shall not listen to the messages of that prophet or that one who dreams dreams, for the Lord your God is testing you to know if you love your God from your whole heart and from your whole soul. 4 You shall go after the Lord your God, and this you shall fear, and you shall obey his voice, and you shall be joined to him. 5 And that prophet or that one who dreams a dream shall die, for he spoke in order to lead you astray from the Lord your God who led you out from the land of Egypt, redeeming you from slavery, to thrust you out from the way that the Lord your God commanded you to go in it; and you shall remove the evil one from yourselves. 

6 “But if your brother from your father or from your mother or your son or your daughter or the woman in your bosom or the one loved as yourself secretly calls to you saying, ‘Let us go and let us serve other gods,’ whom you have not known, you and your fathers, 7 from the gods of the nations around you, those near you or those far away from you, from the outermost of the land as far as the outermost of the land, 8 you shall not consent to him, and you shall not listen to him, and your eye shall not be sparing on him; you shall not long for him or protect him. 9 You shall report, reporting concerning him. Your hands shall be on him first to kill him, and the hands of all the people shall be on him afterwards. 10 And you shall stone him with stones, and he shall die, because he sought to remove you from the Lord your God who led you out from the land of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 11 And all Israel hearing will be frightened, and they will not proceed further to do according to this evil thing in you. 

12 “But if you hear in one of your cities that the Lord your God gives you for you to dwell there, saying, 13 ‘Unlawful men have gone out from you, and they have removed all the inhabitants of the their land, saying, “Let us go and serve other gods, whom you have not known,” ’ 14 and you shall ask and seek very much, and look, truly and clearly, the thing—this abomination—has happened in you, 15 you shall destroy, destroying all the inhabitants in this land by the slaughter of the sword; with an anathema you shall devote them to destruction, and all those in it. 16 And all its spoils you shall gather together into its streets, and set the city on fire with fire, and all its spoils completely before the Lord your God, and it will be uninhabitable forever, not to be rebuilt again. 17 And nothing from the anathema shall be stuck in your hand, so that the Lord may turn back from the wrath of his anger and give you compassion and show mercy to you; and he will multiply you the way he swore to your fathers, 18 if you hear the voice of the Lord your God to keep his commands that I am commanding you today to do what is pleasing and good before the Lord your God. 




Clean and Unclean Animals

14 “You are sons of the Lord your God; you shall not place baldness in the middle of your eyes for the dead. 2 For you shall be a holy people to the Lord your God, and the Lord your God chose you to be to him a special people from all the nations on the face of the earth. 

3 “You shall not eat any abomination. 4 These are the livestock that you may eat: a calf from the cattle and a lamb from the sheep and a he-goat from the goats, 5 a deer and a gazelle and a white-tailed antelope and a giraffe. 6 Any livestock with a split hoof, and those livestock that split the hoof into two hooves, and brings up the cud, these you may eat. 7 And these you shall not eat, from the ones who bring up the cud and from the ones dividing the hoof and the ones who split the hoof: the camel and hare and rabbit; because they bring up the cud, and they do not split the hoof, these are unclean to you. 8 And the pig because this one splits the hoof and splits the hoof of its hoof, and this one does not chew the cud—this one is unclean to you; from their flesh you shall not eat; their carcasses you shall not touch. 

9 “And these you may eat from all in the water: all that are in it with fins and scales you may eat. 10 And all that do not have fins and scales on them, you shall not eat; they are unclean to you. 

11 “You shall eat every clean bird. 12 And these you shall not eat from them: the eagle and the griffin and the osprey, 13 and the vulture and the kite, and those like it, 14 aand the sparrow and the little owl and the seagull, 15 and the heron and the swan and the ibis, 16 and the swooping bird and the hawk and those like it, and the hoopoe and the horned owl, 17 and the pelican and the plover and those like it, and the water hen and the bat. 18 All the creeping things that can fly are unclean to you; you shall not eat from them. 19 You may eat any clean winged creature. 

20 “You shall not eat any carcass; it shall be given to the sojourner in your cities, and he will eat it; or you may give it to a stranger, for you are a holy people to the Lord your God. You shall not boil a lamb in its mother’s milk. 

Tithes

21 “You shall tithe a tenth of all the produce of your seed, the produce of your field, year by year. 22 And you shall eat it in the place that the Lord your God may choose his name to be invoked there; you shall bring the tithes of your grain and of your wine and of your olive oil, the firstborn of your cattle and of your sheep, so that you may learn to fear the Lord your God all the days. 23 But if the journey is too far for you, and you are not able to bring them because the place that the Lord your God may choose his name to be invoked there is far from you, for the Lord your God will bless you, 24 you also may give them in silver; and you shall take the silver in your hands and go to the place that the Lord your God chose, 25 and you shall give silver for anything that your soul desires, and you shall eat there before the Lord your God. And you and your son shall be rejoicing, 26 and the Levites in your cities, for they do not have a portion nor an allotment with you. 27 After three years you shall bring all the tithe of your produce; in that year you shall place it in your cities, 28 and the Levites shall come, for he does not have a portion nor an allotment with you, and the sojourner and the orphan and the widow in your cities; and they shall eat and be filled that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work that you may do. 




The Sabbath Year

15 “Through seven years you shall make remission. 2 And thus is the command of the remission, you shall forgive all a person’s debt that the neighbor owes you, and you shall not take from your brother. For it has been called the remission to the Lord your God. 3 You shall take from the stranger all that you have from him; for your brother you shall make a remission of your debt. 4 For there will be no one in want among you, because with blessing the Lord your God will bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving to you as a portion for you to inherit it. 5 But if by hearing you hear the voice of the Lord your God, to keep and to do all these commands that I am commanding you today, 6 because the Lord your God blessed you, the way he said to you, you also will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow; and you will rule many nations, but they will not rule you. 

7 “But if there is among you need of your brothers in one of your cities in the land that the Lord your God is giving to you, you shall not harden your heart nor clench your hand from your brother who is in want. 8 Opening, you shall open your hands to him; you shall loan a loan to him, as much as he is in need, according to his need. 9 Be mindful of yourself, lest a hidden word is in your heart, a transgression of the law, saying, ‘The seventh year is near, the year of remission,’ and your eye is wicked to your brother who is in need, and you will not give to him, and he will himself cry against you to the Lord, and it will be in you a great sin. 10 Giving, you shall give to him; you shall lend a loan to him, as much as he is in need, just as he is in need; and it shall not grieve your heart when you give to him, for on account of this thing the Lord your God will bless you in all works and in all that you put your hand on. 11 For the one in want may not come to an end from the earth; because of this, I command you to do this thing, saying, ‘Opening, you shall open your hands to your brother who is poor and in need on your land.’ 

12 “But if your brother or sister is sold to you, a Hebrew man or Hebrew woman, he shall serve you six years, and in the seventh you shall release him free from you. 13 But when you release him free from you, you shall not send him away empty handed. 14 You shall provide provisions for him from your sheep and from your grain and from your wine; just as the Lord your God blessed you, you shall give to him. 15 And you shall remember that you were a household slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God redeemed you from that place. Because of this I am commanding you to do this thing. 16 But if he says to you, ‘I will not go out from you,’ because he has loved you and your house, because it is well for him with you, 17 you also shall take the awl and pierce his ear to the door, and he will be your household slave forever, and in like manner you shall do to your female servant. 18 It shall not be difficult before you when you release them free from you, for the annual wage of a hired servant he was a slave to you for six years, and the Lord your God blessed you in all that you did. 

19 “All the firstborn that are born among your cattle and among your sheep, you shall dedicate the males to the Lord your God; you shall not work with your firstborn calf, and you shall not shear your firstborn sheep. 20 You shall eat it in the presence of the Lord year by year in the place that the Lord your God may choose, you and your household. 21 And if there is a blemish in it, if it is lame or blind or has a severe defect, you shall not offer it to the Lord your God. 22 In your cities you shall eat it. The unclean in you and the clean alike you shall eat, like a gazelle or a deer. 23 Only blood you shall not eat; you shall pour it on the land like water. 




The Passover

16 “Observe the new month and do the Passover for the Lord your God, because in the new month you came out of Egypt by night. 2 And you shall offer the Passover to the Lord your God, sheep and cattle in the place that the Lord your God may choose his name to be invoked there. 3 You shall not eat leaven with it; for seven days you shall eat unleavened bread of oppression with it. For in haste you came out of Egypt, so that you may remember the days of your going out from the land of Egypt all the days of your life. 4 Leaven shall not be seen with you in all your borders for seven days, and from the meat that you sacrificed in the evening on the first day nothing shall sleep to the morning. 5 You shall not be able to offer the Passover in any of your cities that the Lord your God has given you; 6 rather into the place that the Lord your God may choose to have his name invoked, in that place you shall offer the Passover in the evening to the setting of the sun, at the time that you came out of Egypt. 7 And you shall boil and roast and eat it in the place where the Lord your God may choose it, and you shall return in the morning and go into your houses. 8 Six days you shall eat unleavened bread, but the seventh day, the final day, there shall be a festival to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work in it; you shall only do that which is necessary for life. 9 Seven weeks you shall count for yourself when you have begun your sickle upon the harvest; you shall begin to count seven weeks. 

The Feast of Weeks

10 “And you shall make a feast of weeks to the Lord your God, as your hand is able, all that he may give the Lord your God. 11 And you shall rejoice before your God, and your son and your daughter, your servant and your female servant and the Levites and sojourner and the orphan and the widow who dwells among you, in the place that the Lord your God may choose his name to be invoked in that place. 12 And you shall remember that you were a household slave in the land of Egypt. And you shall be mindful and do these commands. 

The Feast of Tents

13 “You shall make a feast of tents for yourself for seven days when you have gathered from your threshing floor and from your winepress. 14 And you shall be cheerful in your feast, you and your son and your daughter, your servant and your female servant and the Levites and the sojourner and the orphan and the widow that are in your cities. 15 You shall celebrate for seven days to the Lord your God in the place that the Lord your God may choose it. But if the Lord your God blesses you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, you also shall be rejoicing. 16 Three times of the year, each of your males shall appear before the Lord your God in the place that the Lord may choose it, in the feast of unleavened bread and in the feast of weeks and in the feast of tent-making. You shall not appear before the Lord your God empty-handed, 17 each according to the strength of your hands, according to the blessing of the Lord your God, which he gave to you. 

Appointing Judges

18 “You shall make for yourself judges and assistants in your cities that the Lord your God has given to you, by tribe, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgments. 19 They shall not know the face of those being judged; they shall not take a gift, for gifts blind the eyes of the wise and corrupt the words of the righteous. 20 You shall pursue righteousness righteously, in order that you may live and upon entering take possession of the land that the Lord your God has given to you.” 

Groves and Pillars and Improper Worship

21 “You shall not plant a grove for yourself; any tree beside the altar of your God you shall not make for yourself. 22 You shall not erect a pillar for yourself, which the Lord your God hated. 




17 “You shall not sacrifice to the Lord your God a calf or sheep that has a flaw or any bad thing in it, for it is an abomination to the Lord your God. 

2 “But if in one of your cities that the Lord your God has given to you there is found a man or woman who will do evil before the Lord your God, to transgress his covenant, 3 and going they serve other gods and worship them, the sun or the moon or any from the host of the heavens that I did not assign, 4 and it is reported to you and you seek it out very much and, look, the thing has taken place, truly this abomination has taken place in Israel; 5 you shall even lift up this man or this woman and stone them with stones, and they will die. 6 On two witnesses or on three witnesses one who is to die shall die; he shall not die on one witness. 7 And the hand of the witnesses shall be on them first to put them to death, and the hand of the people shall be on them last, and you shall remove the evil from yourselves. 

Legal Disputes

8 “But if a thing is impossible for you in judgment, between a case of bloodshed and bloodshed, and between a case of judgment and judgment, and between a physical dispute and a physical dispute, and between a controversy and a controversy, or an issue of judgment in your cities, and having arisen you shall go up into the place that the Lord your God may choose there; 9 you also shall go to the judge who may be in those days, and upon investigating, he will declare to you a judgment. 10 And you shall do according to the thing that they may declare to you from the place that the Lord your God may choose, and you shall be mindful to do all that is legislated to you. 11 You shall do according to the law and according to the judgment that they may speak to you; you shall not turn from the thing that was reported to you, to the right or to the left. 12 And the person, whoever may act in arrogance so as to disobey the priest who is present to minister upon the name of the Lord your God, or the judge who is residing in those days, this person also shall die, and you shall remove the evil one from Israel. 13 And all the people upon hearing will be terrified, and he will not act impiously again. 

Appointing of Rulers

14 “But if you enter into the land that the Lord your God has given to you, and you take possession of it and dwell on it, and you say, ‘I will appoint over myself a ruler, just like the rest of the nations around me,’ 15 by appointing you shall appoint a ruler over yourself that the Lord God may select him; you shall appoint over yourself a ruler from your brothers. You cannot appoint over yourself a person who is a stranger, for he is not your brother. 16 Because he shall not multiply for himself cavalry, lest he return the people to Egypt, that he may not multiply cavalry for himself. But the Lord said, ‘You shall not add to return that way again.’ 17 And he shall not multiply for himself women, nor shall turn away his heart, and he shall not multiply very much silver and gold for himself. 18 And when you are seated on the seat of your government, he also shall write for himself this second law into a book from the priests, the Levites. 19 And it shall be with him; and he shall know it all the days of his life, so that he may learn to fear the Lord your God and to keep all these commands and these ordinances to do them, 20 so that his heart may not be exalted from his brothers, so that he may not deviate from the commands to the right or to the left, that he will be long-lived in his rule, he and his sons with the sons of Israel. 




Priests and Levites

18 “There will not be, for the priests, the Levites, the entire tribe of Levi, a portion or an allotment in Israel. The offerings of the Lord are their allotment; they shall eat them, 2 but there shall not be an allotment for them among their brothers; the Lord himself is their allotment, as he said to them. 3 And this is the judgment for the priests, the portions from the people from those offering sacrifices, whether a calf or a sheep; and he shall give the priest the arm and the flesh of the jaw and the fourth stomach of ruminating animals. 4 And the first fruits of your grain and of your wine and of your olive oil, and the first fruits of the fleece of your sheep, you shall give to them. 5 For the Lord chose him from all your tribes to stand before the Lord God to minister and bless in his name, he and his sons among the sons of Israel. 

6 “But if a Levite comes from one of the cities of all the sons of Israel, where he dwells as his soul desires, into the place that he may choose, 7 he shall minister in the name of the Lord his God like all his brothers, the Levites who stand there before the Lord your God. 8 He shall eat a divided portion, besides the sale according to paternal lineage. 

Avoid the Abominations of Other Nations

9 “But if you enter into the land that the Lord your God has given to you, you shall not learn to do according to the abominations of those nations. 10 There shall not be found in you one who purifies his son and his daughter with fire, one who divines divinations, one who looks for an omen, and one who augurs with sorcery; 11 one who casts an enchantment, a ventriloquist,a and a soothsayer, one who consults the dead. 12 For all who do these are an abomination to the Lord your God; for on account of these abominations, the Lord will utterly destroy them from you. 13 You shall be perfect before the Lord your God. 14 For these nations whom you are dispossessing, these will hear omens and oracles, and the Lord your God has not given you to do so. 

Another Prophet like Moses

15 “The Lord your God will raise up a prophet for you from your brothers like me; you shall listen to him. 16 According to all that you asked from the Lord your God at Horeb the day of the assembly, saying, ‘We will not continue to hear the voice of the Lord your God, and we will not see this great fire again, lest we die.’ 17 And the Lord said to me, ‘All that they said to you is right. 18 I will raise a prophet for them from their brothers like you, and I will put my words in his mouth, and he will speak to them just what I command him. 19 And whichever person does not hear whatever that prophet speaks in my name, I will exact vengeance from him. 20 But the prophet who acts impiously to speak in my name a word that I did not command him to speak, and who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.’ 21 But if you say in your heart, ‘How will we know the word that the Lord did not speak?’ 22 Whatever that prophet may speak in the name of the Lord and does not come to be and does not come to pass, this is the word that the Lord did not speak. In impiety the prophet spoke this; you shall not hold yourselves off him. 




Cities of Refuge

19 “But if the Lord your God destroys the nations whose land God is giving to you, and you dispossess them and dwell in their cities and in their houses, 2 you shall separate three cities for yourself in the midst of your land that the Lord your God is giving you. 3 Calculate for yourself the distance, and divide the borders of your land into three that the Lord your God divided among you, and it shall be a place of refuge there for every murderer. 4 But this is the command for the murderer who may flee there and live: Whoever may strike his neighbor without knowing it, and this one did not hate him before yesterday and the third day; 5 and whoever may go with the neighbor into the forest to gather firewood, and his hand is knocked when striking an axe on the wood, and the axe head falls off from the wood and by chance the neighbor dies, this one will flee for protection to one of these cities, and he will live; 6 lest the kinsman of blood chase after the one who killed, because he is hot with anger in his heart, and he seizes him, if the way be too long, and he strikes his life, and to this one there is no judgment of death, for he did not hate him before yesterday nor the third day. 7 Because of this I am commanding you this thing, saying, ‘Three cities you shall separate for yourself.’ 8 But if the Lord your God extends your borders, the way he swore to your fathers, and the Lord gives you all the land that he said to give your fathers, 9 if you hear and do all these commands that I am commanding you today, to love the Lord your God to walk in all his ways all the days, you shall also add for yourself still three cities to these three; 10 and innocent blood shall not be shed in the land, which the Lord your God is giving you as a portion, and there shall not be in you one guilty of bloodshed. 11 But if there is a person among you who hates his neighbor and lies in wait for him, and he rises against him and he strikes his life, and he dies, he may also flee into one of these cities, 12 and the council of elders of the city shall send for him and take him from that place, and they shall deliver him into the hands of the kinsmen of blood, and he shall die. 13 Your eye shall not be sparing on him, and you shall cleanse the innocent blood from Israel, and it will be well with you. 

Property Boundaries

14 “You shall not shift the borders of the neighbor, which your fathers set in inheritance, that you were made heir in the land that the Lord your God is giving you as a portion. 

Witnesses

15 “One witness shall not stand to be a witness against a person as regards any injustice and as regards any offence and according to any sin that he may have sinned; on the mouth of two witnesses and upon the mouth of three witnesses any word shall stand. 16 But if an unjust witness is set against a person, accusing him of impiety, 17 and the two people who are the ones in contradiction shall discern before the Lord and before the priests and before the judges, who may be in those days; 18 and the judges shall examine diligently, and look, an unjust witness witnessed unjustly, he stood against his brother, 19 you shall also do to him the way he acted wickedly to do against his brother, and you shall remove the evil one from yourselves. 20 And those remaining will hear, and they will be afraid, and they will not continue any longer to do according to this evil thing in you. 21 Your eye shall not be sparing on him; life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 




Laws of Warfare

20 “But if you go out into battle against your enemies, and you see cavalry and riders and a people greater than you, you shall not be afraid of them, for the Lord your God is with you, who made you go up from the land of Egypt. 2 And it will be when you draw near for battle, and, approaching, the priest will speak to the people. 3 And he will say to them, ‘Hear, O Israel. Go today into the battle against your enemies. Let not your heart be faint; do not be frightened or broken to pieces or turn from their face. 4 For the Lord your God is proceeding with you to fight with you against your enemies to preserve you.’ 5 And the scribes shall speak to the people, saying, ‘Who is the person who built a new house and did not consecrate it? He may go and return to his house, lest he die in battle, and another person will consecrate it. 6 And who is the person who planted a vineyard and has not gained enjoyment from it? May he go and return to his house, lest he die in battle, and another person will gain enjoyment from it. 7 And who is the person who has become engaged to a woman and not taken her? May he go and return to his house, lest he die in battle, and another person will take her.’ 8 And the scribes shall continue to speak to the people and say, ‘Who is the person who is terrified and cowardly in heart? May he go and return to his house, so that he will not frighten the heart of his brother like his own.’ 9 And it shall be when the scribes cease to speak to the people, they also shall appoint rulers of the army as leaders for the people. 

10 “But if you come to a city to make war against them and to summon them with peace, 11 if they answer you peacefully and open to you, it shall be that all the people found in it shall be tributary to you and subject to you. 12 But if they do not listen to you, and they make war with you, you shall besiege it 13 until the Lord your God gives it to you into your hands, and you shall strike all its males with slaughter by the sword, 14 except the women and the baggage. And whatever may be there in the city, and all the spoil, you shall plunder for yourself; and you shall eat all the plunder of your enemies, which the Lord your God is giving you. 15 Thus you shall do to all the cities that are very far from you, those not being from the cities of these nations 16 that the Lord your God is giving you to take possession of their land: you shall not take captive any who breathe. 17 But with an anathema you shall devote them to destruction, the Hittite and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, the way the Lord your God commanded you, 18 lest they teach you to do all their abominations that they do for their gods, and you sin before the Lord your God. 

19 “But if you encamp near one city for many days to make war against it to seize it, you shall not utterly destroy its trees by putting iron on them; rather you shall eat from it, but you shall not cut it down. The tree in the field is not a person, is it, to enter from your face into the bulwark? 20 But a tree that you know does not have edible fruit, this you shall destroy and cut down and build a bulwark against the city, whoever is making war with you, until it is delivered. 




Atoning for Unsolved Bloodshed

21 “But if you find a wounded person in the land that the Lord your God is giving you to take possession, who has fallen in the plain and they do not know who struck them, 2 your council of elders and your judges shall come and measure out to the cities around the wounded person. 3 And it shall be the city that is nearest to the wounded person; and the council of elders of that city shall take a heifer from the cattle, which has not been worked and which has not drawn a yoke, 4 and the council of elders of that city shall bring the heifer down into a rugged ravine, which has not been worked or sowed, and they shall hamstring the heifer in the ravine. 5 And the priests and the Levites shall come because the Lord God chose them to stand beside him and to bless in his name; and on their mouth shall be every controversy and every dispute. 6 And all the council of elders of that city who came near the wounded person shall wash their hands on the head of the heifer that was hamstrung in the ravine. 7 And in reply they shall say, ‘Our hands did not shed this blood, and our eyes have not seen. 8 You shall be merciful to your people Israel, whom you redeemed, O Lord, so that there will not be innocent blood in your people Israel.’ And the blood will be propitiated for them. 9 But you shall remove the innocent blood from yourselves if you do what is good and pleasing before the Lord your God. 

Marrying Captive Women

10 “But if when you go out to war against your enemies, and the Lord your God delivers them into your hands, and you shall plunder their spoil, 11 and you see among the plunder a woman beautiful in appearance, and you think deeply of her, and you take her for yourself as a wife, 12 you shall also bring her inside your house and shave her head and trim her nails; 13 and you shall remove the garment of captivity from her, and she shall dwell in your house and mourn her father and mother the days of a month, and after this you shall go into her, and you shall live with her, and she will be your wife. 14 And if it is that you do not desire her, you may release her free, and you shall not sell her for silver by a sale. You shall not break faith with her, because you humbled her. 

Right of the Firstborn

15 “But if a man has two wives, one of them who is loved and one of them who is hated, and the one who is loved and the one who is hated father for him, and the firstborn son is of the one who is hated; 16 it shall be also that on whatever day he divides his possessions among his sons, he shall not be able to treat as firstborn the son of the one who is loved, overlooking the son of the one who is hated as the firstborn. 17 Rather, he shall acknowledge the firstborn son of the one who is hated, to give him double from all that is found to him, since he is the beginning of his children, and to this one is due the rights of the firstborn. 

A Rebellious Son

18 “But if someone has a disobedient and rebellious son who does not listen to his father’s voice and his mother’s voice, and they discipline him, and he does not listen to them, 19 after also laying hold of him, his father and his mother shall bring him on to the council of elders of his city and on the gates of the place. 20 And they shall say to the men of his city, ‘Our son, he is disobedient and quarrelsome; he does not listen to our voice; he is a glutton; he is a drunk.’ 21 And the men of his city shall stone him with stones, and he shall die, and you shall remove the evil one from yourselves, and those remaining will hear, and they will be afraid. 

Burial for the Executed

22 “But if there is a sin in someone, there shall be a judgment of death, and he shall die, and you shall hang him on a tree. 23 His body shall not sleep upon the tree; rather, with a funeral you shall bury him in that day, for all who hang on a tree are cursed by God. And you shall not defile the land that the Lord your God is giving you as a portion. 




Further Miscellaneous Laws

22 “Do not, seeing your brother’s calf or his sheep who has wandered into the road, do not overlook them; turning back you shall return them to your brother and return them. 2 But if your brother is not near to you, or you do not know him, you shall gather it inside into your house, and it shall be with you until your brother seeks them, and you shall return it. 3 So you shall do for his donkey, and so you shall do according to anything lost of your brother’s; all that may be lost from him and you find, you shall not be able to overlook it. 

4 “You shall not see your brother’s donkey or his calf who has fallen by the road; do not overlook them; raising you will raise them up with him. 

5 “There shall not be the clothes of a man on a woman, nor shall a man put on a feminine garment, for all who do these things are an abomination to the Lord your God. 

6 “But if you encounter a nest of birds before your face in the road or on any tree or on the earth, with young birds or eggs, and the mother is warming on the young birds or on the eggs, you shall not take the mother with the young ones. 7 You shall send away the mother by a sending, but you shall take the young ones for yourself, so that it may go well with you, and you may be long-lived. 

8 “If you build a new house, then you shall make a parapet for your roof. And you shall not cause manslaughter in your house if a faller falls from it. 

9 “You shall not sow your vineyard with vines bearing fruit twice a year so that the produce and the seed are not sanctified, whatever you sow with the produce of your vineyard. 10 You shall not plow with a calf and a donkey together. 11 You shall not put on mingled wool and linen together. 

12 “You shall make twisted braids for yourself on the four edges of your cloak that you throw around yourself. 

Sexual Relations and Purity

13 “But if someone takes a woman and lives with her and he hates her, 14 and he places a falsely accusing word against her and brings her an evil name, and he says, ‘I have taken this woman, and when I entered her, I did not find signs of her virginity.’ 15 And having taken them, the father and mother of the girl shall bring signs of the girl’s virginity to the council of elders on the gates of the town. 16 And the girl’s father shall say to the council of elders, ‘I have given this, my daughter, to this man as a wife, and he hated her. 17 Now this one has placed false words against her, saying, “I did not find signs of virginity in your daughter.” And these are the signs of virginity of my daughter.’ And he shall spread out the garment before the council of elders of the city. 18 And the council of elders of that city shall take that man and discipline him. 19 And they shall fine him a hundred silver coins, and they shall give them to the young woman’s father, because he brought an evil name upon a young Israelite woman, and she shall be his wife; he is not able to divorce her for all time. 20 But if this word is true, and he has not found signs of the young woman’s virginity, 21 they also shall bring the young woman on the door of her father’s house, and they shall stone her with stones, and she shall die; for she did folly among the sons of Israel, to fornicate while in her father’s house. And you shall remove the evil one from yourselves. 

22 “But if you find a man who slept with a woman who was married to a man, you shall kill both the man who slept with the woman and the woman. And you shall remove the evil one from Israel. 

23 “But if there is a girl, a virgin who is engaged to a person, and a person finding her in the city sleeps with her, 24 you shall bring both on the gates of their city, and you shall stone with stones, and they shall die—the young woman because she did not shout in the city, and the person because he abased his neighbor’s woman. And you shall remove the evil one from yourselves. 

25 “But if in the open country a person finds a girl who is engaged, and by overpowering he sleeps with her, you shall kill only the one who slept with her, 26 and it is not a sin worthy of death to the young woman. It is as if some person rose against his neighbor and murdered his soul, so is this matter. 27 For he found her in the field, the young woman who is engaged cried aloud, and there was no one to help her. 

28 “But if someone finds the girl, the virgin, who has not been betrothed, and by overpowering he sleeps with her, and it is discovered, 29 the man who slept with her shall give the young woman’s father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife, because he abased her; he shall not be able to divorce her for all time. 

30 a“A man shall not take his father’s wife, and he shall not uncover the covering of his father. 




Exclusion from the Assembly

23 “Neither a eunuch nor one who has been castrated shall enter into the assembly of the Lord. 3 Neither Ammonite nor Moabite shall enter into the assembly of the Lord; even as far as the tenth generation, he shall not enter into the assembly of the Lord, until forever, 4 because they did not meet you with food and water in the road in your going out from Egypt, and because they hired Balaam, son of Beor, from Paddan-aram against you to curse you. 5 And the Lord your God was not willing to hear Balaam, and the Lord your God changed the curses into blessings, because the Lord your God loves you. 6 You shall not address peaceful tidings to them and benefits to them all your days, forever. 7 You shall not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother; you shall not abhor an Egyptian, for you were a sojourner in his land. 8 If sons are born to them, the third generation shall enter into the assembly of the Lord. 

9 “But if you go out to encamp against your enemies, you also shall guard against any evil thing. 10 If there is among you a man who is not clean from his discharge at night, he also shall go out to the camp. 11 And it shall be toward the evening, he shall wash his body with water, and at the setting of the sun he shall enter into the camp. 13 And there shall be a peg for you on your belt, and it shall be when you take your position outside and dig with it and bringing it you shall cover your shame. 14 For the Lord your God walks about in your camp to deliver you and to give your enemy over before your face, and your camp shall be holy, and no shameful thing shall be seen among you, and he shall turn back from you. 

15 “You shall not give over a servant to the master who has been added to you because of his master. 16 He shall dwell with you, in you he shall dwell, wherever pleases him; you shall not oppress him. 

17 “There shall be no prostitute from the daughters of Israel, and there shall be none who prostitutes from the sons of Israel. There shall not be a sorceress from the daughters of Israel, and there shall not be one initiated from the sons of Israel. 18 “You shall not bring the profit of a prostitute nor the price of a dog into the house of the Lord your God to any votive offering, for it is an abomination to the Lord your God, even both of them. 

19 “You shall not exact interest from your brother, interest for silver and interest for food and interest for anything that you may lend out with interest. 20 “You shall exact interest from a stranger, but from your brother you shall not exact interest, in order that the Lord your God may bless you in all your works on the land into which you are entering there to take possession of it. 

21 “But if you vow a vow to the Lord your God, you shall not take a long time to give it; for when required, the Lord your God will require it from you, and there will be a sin in you. 22 But if you do not wish to vow, it shall not be a sin in you. 23 That which goes out through your lips you shall keep, and you shall do the way you vowed a gift to God, which you said with your mouth. 

24 a“But if you go into your neighbor’s harvest, and you gather corn with your hands, you also shall not cast a sickle against your neighbor’s harvest. 

25 “But if you go into your neighbor’s vineyard, you shall eat grapes, as much as fills your soul, but you shall not put any into a pail. 




Divorce

24 “But if someone takes a wife and he lives with her, and it happens that she does not find favor before him because he found in her a shameful thing, then he shall write her a document of divorce, and he shall give it into her hands, and he shall dismiss her from his house. 2 And if upon departing she becomes another man’s, 3 and the last man hates her, he also shall write her a document of divorce, and he shall give it into her hands, and he shall dismiss her from his house; and if the last man who took her for himself as a wife dies, 4 the former man who dismissed her shall not be able to turn back and take her for himself as a wife after she has been defiled, for it is an abomination before the Lord your God, and you shall not defile the land that the Lord your God is giving to you as a portion. 

5 “But if someone has taken a wife recently, he shall not go into battle, and no deed shall be imposed upon him. He shall be innocent in his house for one year; he shall enjoy his wife, whom he took. 

Further Miscellaneous Laws

6 “You shall not take in pledge a millstone nor the upper millstone, for this person is taking a soul in pledge. 

7 “But if a person is caught stealing a soul from his brothers of the sons of Israel, and after oppressing him, he is sold, that thief shall die; and you shall remove the evil one from yourselves. 

8 “Watch yourself in a leprous infection; you shall be mindful to do very much according to all the law that the priests, the Levites, are declaring to you; the way I am commanding you, you shall be mindful to do. 9 Remember all that the Lord your God did to Miriam in the road when you were going out of Egypt. 

10 “If there is a debt with your neighbor, whatever kind of debt, you also shall enter into his house to take in pledge his pledge. 11 You shall stand outside, and the person of whom your loan is with him shall bring you the pledge outside. 12 But if the person is poor, you shall not sleep in the pledge. 13 In return you shall give back his pledge to the sunset of the sun, and he shall sleep in his cloak, and he will bless you, and there shall be to you mercy before the Lord your God. 

14 “You shall not wrongfully withhold the wages of a poor and needy person from your brothers or from the sojourner in your cities. 15 You shall give his wages daily; the sun shall not set on him, for he is poor and in it he has hope, and he shall cry out against you to the Lord, and there will be a sin in you. 

16 “A father shall not die for children, and sons shall not die for a father; each shall die for their own sin. 

17 “You shall not distort the justice of a sojourner and an orphan and a widow, 18 because you were a household slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God redeemed you from that place. Because of this I am commanding you to do this thing. 

19 “But if you reap a harvest in your field and you forget a sheaf in your field, you shall not return to take it; it shall be for the sojourner and the orphan and the widow, in order that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 20 But if you should harvest olives, do not turn back to glean behind you: It shall be for the sojourner and the orphan and the widow, and you shall remember that you were a household slave in the land of Egypt. Because of this I am commanding you to do this thing. 21 But if you gather in from your vineyard, you shall not reharvest it after you; it shall be for the sojourner and the orphan and the widow. 22 And you shall remember that you were a household slave in the land of Egypt. Because of this I am commanding you to do this thing. 




25 “But if there is a controversy between people and they enter into judgment and they vindicate the righteous one and they charge the impious one, 2 it shall be also if the one who acted impiously is worthy of blows, you shall seat him before them. 3 And they shall whip him forty times; they shall not add to the number. But if they should continue whipping much beyond these blows, your brother will be disgraced before you. 

4 “You shall not muzzle a threshing ox. 

A Brother’s Marriage Duty

5 “But if brothers dwell together and one of them dies but he does not have seed, the wife of the one deceased shall not be outside, lest a man come near. The brother of her husband shall go into her, and he shall take her for himself as a wife, and he shall live with her. 6 And it shall be that the child that she might give birth to shall be appointed from the name of the deceased, and you shall not remove his name from Israel. 7 But if the man does not wish to take his brother’s wife, then the woman shall go up to the gates of the town to the council of elders and say, ‘My husband’s brother does not wish to establish his brother’s name in Israel. My husband’s brother is unwilling.’ 8 And the council of elders of his city shall summon him, and they shall address him, and standing he may say, ‘I do not wish to take her.’ 9 And his brother’s wife having entered before the council of elders, and she shall untie his sandal, the one from his foot, and she shall spit in his face, and answering she shall say, ‘So shall they do to the person who will not build the house of his brother in Israel.’ 10 And his name will be called in Israel ‘house of the one with an untied sandal.’ ” 

Further Miscellaneous Laws

11 “But if people should fight together, a person with his brother, and the wife of one of them comes to rescue her husband from the hand of the one beating him and stretching out her hand seizes his testicles,a 12 you shall cut off her hand; your eye shall not be sparing upon her. 

13 “You shall not have in the pouch a weight and a weight, great or small. 14 In your house there shall not be a measure and a measure, great or small. 15 You shall have a true and right weight so that you may be long-lived on the land that the Lord your God is giving to you as a portion. 

17 “Remember all that Amalek did to you in the way of your going out from the land of Egypt, 18 how he stood against you in the way and struck your rear guard, those who were weary behind you, but you were hungry and grew weary, and he did not fear God. 19 And it shall be when the Lord your God gives you rest from all your enemies around you in the land that the Lord your God is giving to you to inherit, you shall wipe out the name of Amalek from under the heavens, and you shall certainly not forget to do it. 




First Fruits and Tithes

26 “And it shall be when you enter into the land that the Lord your God is giving you to inherit, and you should take possession of it and settle on it, 2 you also shall take from the first fruits of the fruit of your land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it into a basket and go into the place that the Lord your God may choose his name to be invoked there. 3 And you shall go to the priest who shall be serving in those days, and you shall say to him, ‘I declare today to the Lord my God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.’ 4 And the priest shall take the basket out of your hands and place it before the altar of the Lord your God. 5 And answering him, you shall say in the presence of the Lord your God, ‘My fathers left Aram and went down into Egypt and sojourned there few in number, and in that place they became a great nation and mighty multitude. 6 And the Egyptians afflicted us and abased us and placed hard work upon us, 7 and we cried out to the Lord our God, and the Lord heard our voice and saw our humiliation and our distress. 8 And the Lord led out us of Egypt, he with his great strength and with a strong hand and mighty arm and with great sights and with signs and with wonders. 9 And he led us into this place, and he gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 And now look, I have brought the first fruits of the produce of the land that the Lord gave to me, a land flowing with milk and honey.’ And you shall bow down before the Lord your God. 11 And you shall rejoice in all the good things that the Lord your God gave you and your house—and the Levites and the sojourner with you. 

12 “But if you finished tithing all the tithes of your produce in the third year, you shall give a second tithe to the Levites and the sojourner and the orphan and the widow, and they shall eat in your cities and shall be joyful. 13 And you shall say before the Lord your God, ‘I have cleansed the sacred things from my house and gave them to the Levites and the sojourner and the orphan and the widow, according to all the commands that you commanded me. I have not transgressed your command and have not forgotten, 14 and I have not eaten in my grief from them. I have offered no impure thing as a burnt offering from them; I have not given to the dead from them. I heard the voice of the Lord our God; I listened just as you commanded me. 15 Look down from your holy house, from the heavens, and bless your people Israel and the land that you gave them, as you swore to our fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey.’ 

Moses’ Concluding Exhortation

16 “In this day the Lord your God commanded you to do all the ordinances and judgments; and you shall be mindful, and you shall do them from your whole heart and from your whole soul. 17 Today you have chosen God to be your God and to walk in all his ways and to keep the ordinances and judgments and to listen to his voice. 18 And the Lord has selected you today to be a special people to him, just as he said to keep his commands; 19 and you are to be over all the nations, as he made you renowned and a boast and glorious; you are to be a holy people to the Lord your God, as he spoke. 




The Altar on Mount Ebal

27 And Moses and the council of elders of Israel commanded, “Keep all these commands that I am commanding you today. 2 And it shall be that on the day you pass over the Jordan into the land that the Lord your God is giving to you, you also shall set up for yourself great stones, and you shall plaster them with plaster. 3 And you shall write on these stones all the words of this law when you pass over the Jordan, when you enter into the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving to you, a land flowing with milk and honey, the way the Lord, the God of your fathers, said to you. 4 And it shall be when you pass over the Jordan, you shall set up these stones that I am commanding you today in Mount Ebal, and you shall plaster them with plaster. 5 And you shall build there an altar to the Lord your God, an altar of stone; you shall not put upon it an iron tool. 6 You shall build the altar to the Lord your God of whole stones, and you shall offer on it whole burnt offerings to the Lord your God, 7 and you shall offer there an offering of deliverance; and you shall eat and be filled, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God. 8 And you shall write on the stones all of this law very clearly. 

9 And Moses and the priests, the Levites, spoke to all Israel saying, “Be silent and hear, O Israel. In this day you have become a people to the Lord your God. 10 And you shall listen to the voice of the Lord your God, and you shall do all his commands and his ordinances that I am commanding you today.” 

Curses from Mount Ebal

11 And Moses commanded the people in that day, saying, 12 “These shall stand to bless the people in Mount Gerizim when you pass over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin. 13 And these shall stand on the curse in Mount Ebal: Reuben, Gad and Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 

14 “And answering, the Levites shall say to all Israelites in a great voice, 15 ‘Cursed be the person who will make a carved and cast image—an abomination to the Lord, the work of the hands of craftsmen—and he shall put it in a secret place.’ And answering the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 

16 “ ‘Cursed be the one who dishonors his father or his mother.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 

17 “ ‘Cursed be the one who shifts the borders of his neighbor.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 

18 “ ‘Cursed be the one who misleads the blind in the road.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 

19 “ ‘Cursed be whoever may bend the justice of a sojourner and an orphan and a widow.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 

20 “ ‘Cursed be the one who sleeps with the wife of his father, for he uncovered the covering of his father.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 

21 “ ‘Cursed be the one who sleeps with any livestock.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 

22 “ ‘Cursed be the one who sleeps with a sister of his father or mother.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 

23 “ ‘Cursed be the one who sleeps with his daughter-in-law.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ ‘Cursed be the one who sleeps with his wife’s sister.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 

24 “ ‘Cursed be the one who strikes his neighbor with treachery.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 

25 “ ‘Cursed be whoever may take a gift to strike a life of innocent blood.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 

26 “ ‘Cursed be any person who does not stand fast in all the words of this law to do them.’ And all the people shall say, ‘May it be.’ 




Blessings for Obedience

28 “And it shall be if in listening you should hear the voice of the Lord your God to keep and to do all these commands that I am commanding you today, and the Lord your God shall set you above all the nations of the land. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and shall find you, if with hearing you hear the voice of the Lord your God: 3 Blessed be you in the city and blessed be you in the country. 4 Blessed be the offspring of your belly, the herd of your cattle, and the flocks of your sheep. 5 Blessed be your storehouses and your surpluses. 6 Blessed be you in your going in, and blessed be you in your going out. 7 May the Lord your God deliver your enemies who stand against you, when they have been annihilated before your face. They shall come out to you one way, and they shall flee from your face by seven ways. 8 May the Lord send upon you the blessing in your storehouses and upon all that you may put your hand on the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 9 May the Lord establish you for himself as a holy people, the way he swore to your fathers, if you should hear the voice of the Lord your God and walk in all his ways. 10 And all the nations of the land shall see you, for the name of the Lord has been invoked to you, and they shall fear you. 11 And the Lord your God will multiply you in good things, in the offspring of your belly, and on the produce of your land, and on the offspring of your livestock, on the land that the Lord of your fathers swore to give to you. 12 May the Lord open to you his good treasury, the heavens, to give rain for your land in season, to bless all the work of your hands. You also shall lend to nations mightier than you, but you shall not borrow. 13 May the Lord your God appoint you to the head and not to the tail; and at that time you shall be above and you shall not be below, if you hear the voice of the Lord your God that I am commanding you to keep today. 14 You shall not deviate from all of the commands that I am commanding you today, to the right nor the left, to go after other gods to serve them. 

Curses for Disobedience

15 “And it shall be if you do not listen to the voice of the Lord your God, to keep all his commands that I am commanding you today, then all these curses shall come against you and lay hold of you: 16 Cursed be you in the city and cursed be you in the country. 17 Cursed be your storehouses and your surpluses. 18 Cursed be the offspring of your belly, and the produce of your land, the herd of your cattle, and the flocks of your sheep. 19 Cursed be you in your going out, and cursed be you in your going in. 20 May the Lord send upon you poverty and famine and destruction upon all that you may put your hand until he utterly destroys you and until he swiftly destroys you, on account of your evil practices, because you forsook me. 21 May the Lord cause death to cling to you until it destroys you from the land into which you are entering there to take possession of it. 22 May the Lord strike you with distress and fever and shivering and irritation and blight and mildew; they also shall pursue you until they destroy you. 23 And the heavens above your head shall be to you copper and the earth below you iron. 24 May the Lord your God give rain to your land as powder and dust from the heavens; it shall come down until it wipes you out and until it destroys you with speed. 25 May the Lord give you visitation before your enemies; by one road you shall come out to them, and by seven roads you shall flee from their face, and you shall be a dispersion in all kingdoms of the earth. 26 And your corpses shall be food for the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the earth, and there will not be those frightening them. 27 May the Lord strike you with a festering Egyptian wound in the seat and a malignant mange and an itch so that you are not able to be healed. 28 May the Lord strike you with a frenzy of blindness and confusion of mind; 29 you also shall be groping about at midday as a certain blind man gropes about in the darkness—and he will not help you on the road, and you shall be at that time wronged and plundered every day, and there will be no helper. 30 You shall take a wife, and another man will have her; you shall build a house, and you will not live in it; you shall plant a vineyard, and you will not gather it. 31 Your calf shall be slaughtered before you, and you shall not eat from it; your donkey shall be seized from you, and it shall not be returned to you; your sheep shall be given to your enemies, 32 and your eyes being infected will look for them; your hand shall not be strong. 33 A nation whom you do not know shall eat the produce of your land and all the results of your labor, and you shall be wronged and broken all the days. 34 And you shall be mad because of the sight that your eyes have seen. 35 May the Lord strike you with a bad festering wound on the knee and on the lower leg, so that you are not able to be healed from the soles of your feet to your head. 36 May the Lord lead you away and your rulers, whomever you should appoint over yourself, to a nation that you and your fathers do not know, and there you will serve other gods of wood and stone. 37 And in that place you shall be a riddle and a taunt and a tale in all the nations into which the Lord leads you there. 38 You shall carry much seed into the field, and you will gather little because the locust will devour them. 39 You shall plant a vineyard and make wine; you will not drink nor be delighted from it because the worm will devour them. 40 You shall have olive trees in all your borders, and you will not anoint with olive oil because your olive tree will shed its olives. 41 You shall have sons and daughters, and they will be no more, for they will depart in captivity. 42 The blight shall destroy all your wood and the produce of your land. 43 The sojourner who is among you shall go up up, but you shall be brought down down. 44 He shall lend to you, but you will not lend to him. He shall be the head, but you will be the tail. 45 And all these curses shall come against you and shall pursue you and shall lay hold of you until he utterly destroys you and until he destroys you, for you did not listen to the voice of the Lord your God, to keep his commands and ordinances that he commanded you. 46 And there shall be signs and wonders in you in your seed until forever, 47 because you did not serve the Lord your God with merriment and a good mind on account of the abundance of all things. 48 And you shall serve your enemies whom the Lord sent against you in hunger and in all abandonment, and he will place an iron yoke on your neck until he utterly destroys you. 49 The Lord shall bring against you a nation from afar, from the edge of the earth, like a swoop of an eagle, a nation whose voice you will not hear, 50 a people bold in face, which will not marvel at the face of an elderly woman and will not show mercy to the young. 51 And it will devour the offspring of your livestock and the produce of your land, so as not to leave behind for you grain, wine, olive oil, the herds of your cattle, and the flocks of your sheep, until it destroys you. 52 And it shall wipe you out in your cities until they pull down the high and strong walls, upon which you have relied in all your land; and it will oppress you in your cities that he gave to you. 53 And you will eat the offspring of your belly, the flesh of your sons and of your daughters that he gave to you, you will eat them in your distress and in your oppression that your enemy will afflict you with. 54 The tender one who is among you and the very delicate one will begrudge with his eye his brother and the wife in his bosom and the remaining young children who were left behind, 55 so as to give one of them from the flesh of his young children whom he may be devouring, because there was nothing left behind for him in your distress and in your oppression with which your enemies afflicted you in all your cities. 56 And the tender one in you and the delicate one who with her foot has not attempted to take a step on the earth because of luxury, will disparage with her eye her husband who is in her bosom and her son and daughter, 57 even her afterbirth that comes out through her thighs and the young child whom she might bear; for she will devour them secretly because of the lack of all things, in your distress and in your oppression with which your enemy afflicted you in your cities. 58 If you should not listen to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, to fear this honorable and wonderful name, the Lord your God, 59 then the Lord shall make extraordinary your plagues and the plagues of your seed—great and astonishing plagues, and bad and lasting plagues. 60 And he shall return all the grief of Egypt, the bad things that you were afraid of before their face, and they shall cling to you. 61 And every sickness and every plague that has not been written in this book of the law the Lord shall bring against you until he utterly destroys you. 62 And those remaining shall be few in number—because you were like the stars of the heavens in abundance—because you did not listen to the voice of the Lord your God. 63 And it shall be that the way the Lord delighted on you to do well for you, so shall the Lord be delighted against you to destroy you utterly, and you shall be removed quickly from the land into which you entered there to take possession of it. 64 And the Lord your God shall scatter you abroad into all the nations, from the end of the earth as far as the end of the earth, and you shall serve in that place other gods of wood and stones, whom you and your fathers did not know. 65 But also in these nations he shall not give rest to you nor shall there be rest for the sole of your foot, and the Lord shall give you there another disobedient heart and failing eyes and a melted soul. 66 And your life shall be hanging before your eyes, and you shall be afraid day and night, and you shall not have trust in your life. 67 In the morning you shall say, ‘O that it would be evening,’ and in the evening you shall say, ‘O that it would be morning,’ because of the fear in your heart, with which you shall be afraid and because of the sights that your eyes shall see. 68 And the Lord shall return you to Egypt in ships in the way that I said. He shall no longer continue to see it. And you shall be sold there to your enemies for servants and female slaves, and there shall be no purchaser.” 




29 aThese are the words of the covenant that the Lord commanded Moses to establish with the sons of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant that was established with them at Horeb. 

Renewal of the Covenant

2 And Moses called all the sons of Israel and said to them, “You have seen all that the Lord did in the land of Egypt before you, to Pharaoh and his attendants and to all his land, 3 the great trials that your eyes have seen, the signs and those great wonders. 4 And the Lord God did not give you a heart to know and eyes to see and ears to hear until this day. 5 And he led you in the wilderness; for forty years your garments did not wear out, and your sandals did not wear out from your feet. 6 You did not eat food, you did not drink wine and strong drink, in order that you may know that I am the Lord your God. 7 And you came as far as this place, and Sihon, king of Heshbon, and Og, king of Bashan, came out to meet you in battle, and we struck them. 8 And we took their land and gave it in a portion to Reuben and Gad and to the half-tribe of Manasseh. 9 And you shall be mindful to do all the words of this covenant in order that you may understand all that you shall do. 

10 “All of you shall stand today before the Lord your God, the chiefs of your tribes and your council of elders and your judges and your minor officials, every man of Israel, 11 your women and your offspring and the sojourner in the midst of your camp, from your woodcutter even until your water carrier, 12 to enter into the covenant of the Lord your God, and in his curses, that the Lord your God arranged with you today, 13 in order that he may set you up for himself into a people; and he will be your God the way he said to you and the way he swore to your fathers Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. 14 And not only with you am I arranging this covenant and this curse, 15 but also with those who are with us here today before the Lord your God and with those who are not here today with you. 16 For you know how we lived in the land of Egypt as we passed in the midst of the nations when you passed. 17 And you saw their abominations and their images, wood and stone, silver and gold that was from them. 18 Is there no one among you, man or woman or family or tribe, whose mind has turned from the Lord your God to go forth serving the gods of those nations? Is there no one among you who is a root growing upwards in gall and bitterness? 19 And it shall be if he hears the words of this curse and utters in his heart saying, ‘May holiness come to me, for in the error of my heart I shall walk’—lest the sinner should destroy the innocent. 20 God will not wish to be merciful on him; rather the anger of the Lord and his zeal will burn out then in that person, and all the curses of this covenant that are written in this book will cling unto him, and the Lord shall wipe out his name from under the heavens. 21 And the Lord will set him apart for evil from all sons of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant that have been written in the book of this law. 22 And the next generation will say, ‘Your sons who will arise after you and the stranger who may come from a far off land, they also will see the plagues of that land and its diseases, which the Lord sent against it, 23 sulfur and burning salt; all its land shall not be sown nor shall it grow up nor shall any vegetation go up on it—as Sodom was overturned and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the Lord overturned in wrath and anger.’ 24 And all the nations will say, ‘On what account did the Lord do such a thing to this land? What is this great wrath of anger?’ 25 And they will say, ‘Because they forsook the covenant of the Lord, the God of their fathers, that he arranged with their fathers when he led them out from the land of Egypt.’ 26 And having gone they served other gods whom they did not know nor did he distribute to them. 27 And the Lord was angry with wrath against that land, to bring against it according to all the curses that have been written in the book of this law. 28 And the Lord removed them from their land in wrath and anger and very great irritation, and he drove them out into a different land as it is now. 29 The hidden things are the Lord your God’s, but the revealed things belong to you and to your children forever, to do all the words of this law. 




Return to the Lord

30 “And it shall be when all these words come upon you, the blessing and the curse that I gave before your face, and you take them into your heart in all the nations where the Lord may scatter you there, 2 you also shall return unto the Lord your God, and you shall listen to his voice, according to all that I am commanding you today from the whole of your heart and from the whole of your soul. 3 And the Lord shall heal your sins, and he will show mercy to you, and he will gather you again from all the nations into which the Lord scattered you there. 4 If your dispersion should be from one end of the heavens as far as the other end of the heavens, from that place the Lord your God will gather you and from that place the Lord your God will take you. 5 And your God will lead you from that place into the land that your fathers inherited, and you shall take possession of it; and he will make you well, and he will make you numerous beyond your fathers. 6 And the Lord will cleanse your heart and the heart of your seed, to love the Lord your God from the whole of your heart and from the whole of your soul, in order that you may live. 7 And the Lord your God will give these curses against your enemies and against those who hate you, who pursued you. 8 And you shall turn unto the Lord and listen to the voice of the Lord your God and do his commands that I am commanding you today. 9 And the Lord your God will bless you in all the work of your hands, in the offspring of your belly, and in the produce of your land, and in the offspring of your livestock. For the Lord your God will turn to delight in you for good things, as he delighted in your fathers. 10 If you listen to the voice of the Lord your God, to keep his commands and his ordinances and his judgments that have been written in the book of this law; if you turn to the Lord your God from the whole of your heart and from the whole of your soul. 

The Choice of Life or Death

11 “Because this command that I am commanding you today is not excessive nor far from you. 12 It is not in the heavens above, saying, ‘Who will go up for us into the heavens and take it for us and upon hearing it, we will do it?’ 13 Nor is it across the sea, saying, ‘Who will go over for us to the other side of the sea and take it for us and make it audible to us, and we will do it?’ 14 The word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart and in your hands to do it. 

15 “Look, I have given before your face today life and death, good and evil. 16 If you listen to the commands of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to keep his ordinances and his judgments, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in all the land into which you are entering there to take possession of it. 17 And if your heart turns away and you do not listen, and in wandering you worship other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall be destroyed with destruction, and you shall not be long-lived on the land into which you are crossing over the Jordan there to take possession of it. 19 I call to witness against you today both the heavens and earth. I have given life and death before your face, the blessing and the curse; you should choose life in order that you may live, you and your seed, 20 to love the Lord your God, to listen to his voice and to be close to him. For this is life for you and the length of your days, for you to dwell on the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, to give to them.” 




Joshua to Succeed Moses

31 And Moses finished speaking all these words to all the sons of Israel, 2 and he said to them, “I am a hundred and twenty years old today. I will not be able any longer to go in and to go out. And the Lord spoke to me, ‘You shall not cross over this Jordan.’ 3 The Lord your God is proceeding before your face; this one will utterly destroy these nations from before your face, and you shall dispossess them; and Joshua is going before your face, just as the Lord said. 4 And the Lord your God shall do to them as he did to Sihon and Og, the two Amorites kings who were on the other side of the Jordan, and to their land, as he utterly destroyed them. 5 And the Lord delivered them to you, and you shall do to them as I commanded you. 6 Act like a man and be strong; do not fear or be afraid or be terrified of their face, for the Lord your God, the one going with you even among you, he will neither will leave you or forsake you.” 

7 And Moses called Joshua and said to him before all Israel, “Act like a man and be strong, for you will go before the face of this people into the land that the Lord swore to our fathers to give them, and you will take possession with them. 8 And the Lord who is proceeding with you, he will not leave you or forsake you; do not fear or be afraid.” 

The Reading of the Law

9 And Moses wrote the words of this law into a book, and he gave it to the priests who carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and the elders of the sons of Israel. 10 And Moses commanded them in that day saying, “After seven years at the time of the year of remission, in the feast of tent making, 11 in the coming together of all Israel to appear before the Lord your God in the place that the Lord may choose, you shall read aloud this law before all Israel into their ears, 12 having assembled the people, the men and the women and the offspring and the sojourner in your cities, in order that you may hear and in order that you may learn to fear the Lord your God. And they shall listen to do all the words of this law. 13 And their sons, who have not known, will listen and learn to fear the Lord your God all the days that they live on the land into which you are crossing over the Jordan there to take possession of it.” 

14 And the Lord said to Moses, “Look, the days of your death have drawn near; call Joshua and stand beside the door of the tent of the testimony, and I will command him.” And Moses and Joshua went into the tent of the testimony, and they stood beside the door of the tent of the testimony. 15 And the Lord came down in a cloud, and he stood beside the door of the tent of the testimony, and the pillar of cloud stood beside the door of the tent. 

16 And the Lord spoke to Moses, “Look, you are falling asleep with your fathers, and this people having arisen will prostitute after foreign gods of the land into which this people are entering. And they will forsake me, and they will break my covenant that I arranged with them. 17 And I shall indeed become angry in wrath at them in that day, and I will leave them and turn my face from them; and it will be food, and many evil things and oppression will find it. And it will say in that day, ‘Because the Lord my God is not with me, these evil things found me.’ 18 But I, in turning back, shall turn my face from them in that day, on account of all of the wickedness that they did, for they turned back to foreign gods. 19 And write the words of this song and teach it to the sons of Israel and put it in their mouth, in order that this song may be to me a witness among the sons of Israel, toward their face. 20 For I will bring them into the good land that I swore to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey; and they shall eat, and having been filled, they shall be satisfied; and they will turn unto foreign gods, and they will provoke me and break my covenant. 21 And this song will confront their face as a witness, for it shall not be forgotten from the mouth of their seed. For I know their evil, all that they are doing here today before my leading them into the good land that I swore to their fathers.” 22 And Moses wrote this song in that day and taught it to the sons of Israel. 23 And Joshua commanded, and he said, “Be courageous and strong! For you shall lead the sons of Israel into the land that the Lord swore to them, and he shall be with you.” 

24 But when Moses finished writing all the words of this law into a book, until the end, 25 he also commanded the Levites who carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord saying, 26 “Having taken the book of this law, put it beside the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and it shall be there with you as a testimony. 27 For I know your rebelliousness and your stiff neck. For while I am still living with you today, you are rebellious toward God. How will you not also be so finally at my death? 28 Assemble to me your chiefs and your judges and your minor officials so that I may speak into their ears all these words and call to witness against them both the heavens and earth. 29 For I know that finally at my death, you will act lawlessly with lawlessness, and you will turn from the way that I commanded you. There will be wickedness at the end of days, because you will do evil deeds before the Lord, to provoke him by the works of your hands.” 

The Song of Moses

30 And Moses spoke into the ears of all the assembly the words of this song until the end: 





32 “Give heed, O heavens, and I will speak, 

and let the earth listen to the words from my mouth. 

2 Let my hymn be expected like rain, 

and let my words come down like dew, 

like a rainstorm upon the grass 

and like a snowstorm upon the grass. 

3 For I called on the name of the Lord. 

Give greatness to our God! 

4 God, his works are true, 

and all his ways justice. 

God is trustworthy, and there is no injustice; 

righteous and holy is the Lord. 

5 Disgraced children who are not his have sinned— 

a rebellious and perverted generation. 

6 Do you repay the Lord in this way with these things, 

foolish and unwise people? 

Did not he, this one, your father, acquire you 

and make you? 

7 Remember days of old; 

consider years of generations upon generations; 

ask your father, and he will say it to you, 

your elders, and they will tell you. 

8 When the Most High distributed nations 

as he scattered the sons of Adam, 

he set up boundaries for the nations 

according to the number of the angels of God. 

9 And his people Jacob became the portion of the Lord, 

Israel an allotment of his inheritance. 

10 He supplied them in the desert, 

in the thirst of burning heat; in a dry land 

he surrounded them and disciplined them, 

and he guarded them as the pupil of his eye. 

11 Like an eagle protects his nest, 

he also longed for his young; 

spreading his wings he received them 

and took them up on his back. 

12 The Lord alone was carrying them; 

there was no foreign god with them. 

13 He made them go up on the strength of the land; 

he nursed them with the produce of the field; 

they suckled honey from a rock 

and olive oil from a solid rock, 

14 butter of a cow, and milk of a sheep, 

with the fat of lambs and rams, 

of the sons of bulls and of he-goats, 

with the fat of kidneys of wheat, 

and to drink wine, the blood of grapes. 

15 And Jacob ate and was filled, 

and the beloved one kicked; 

he grew fat; he grew thick; he became large. 

And he forsook the God who made him, 

and he drew away from God his Savior. 

16 They provoked me to foreign things; 

with their abominations they provoked me. 

17 They sacrificed to demons and not to God, 

to gods whom they had not known. 

New recent ones have come 

whom their fathers had not known. 

18 You forsook God who bore you 

and forgot God who nourished you. 

19 And the Lord saw, and he was jealous, 

and he was provoked on account of his anger against his sons and daughters. 

20 And he said, ‘I will turn my face from them 

and show what will happen to them in the end of days. 

For they are a perverse generation, 

sons who do not have trust in them. 

21 They made me jealous against what is not God; 

they irritated me with their idols, 

and I will make them jealous against what is not a nation; 

I will provoke them to wrath against a foolish nation. 

22 For a fire was kindled out of my anger; 

it will burn as far as Hades beneath; 

it will devour their land and produce; 

it will burn the foundations of the mountains. 

23 I will gather evil ones to them, 

and I will cause my arrows to fight with them. 

24 When they are being wasted away by hunger and the eating of birds 

and incurable tetanus, 

I will send the teeth of wild animals to them 

with wrath of those crawling on earth. 

25 A dagger from without will make them childless, 

and from the innermost room fear; 

a young man together with a young woman, 

one who is nursing with someone who had become an old person. 

26 I said, “I will scatter them, 

and I will cease the remembrance of them from humanity.” 

27 If it were not because of my anger at the enemies, 

in order that they might not live a long time, 

in order that more enemies might not join in attacking, 

lest they say, “Our hand is mighty, 

and it was not the Lord who did any of these things.” 

28 They are a people lacking counsel, 

and knowledge is not in them. 

29 They do not have understanding to consider these things; 

let them receive them for the coming time. 

30 How will he pursue one thousand 

and move away two myriads, 

unless God sold them 

and the Lord delivered them? 

31 For our God is not like their gods, 

but our enemies are senseless. 

32 For their vine is out of a vine of Sodom, 

and their vine twig is out of Gomorrah; 

their grapes are grapes of bile, 

a cluster of bitterness to them; 

33 their wine is the wrath of dragons 

and the wrath of incurable asps. 

34 Look, have these things not been collected for me 

and been sealed in my treasuries? 

35 In a day of vengeance I will repay, 

when their foot slips, 

for the day of destruction to them is near, 

and their lot is presently prepared for you.’ 

36 For the Lord will judge his people, 

and he will relent on his slaves. 

For he saw them exhausted 

and failing, in misery and weakened. 

37 And the Lord said, ‘Where are their gods 

upon whom they have relied on them, 

38 whose fat of their sacrifices you were eating, 

and drinking the wine of their drink offerings? 

Let them arise and assist you 

and become your protectors. 

39 See, see that I am, 

and there is no god except me. 

I will kill and make alive, 

I will strike and heal, 

and there is none who will deliver from my hands. 

40 For I will lift my hand into the heavens, 

and I will swear by my right hand, 

and I will say, “I will live for eternity.” 

41 For I will sharpen my dagger like lightning, 

and my hand will cleave to judgment, 

and I will recompense my enemies with vengeance, 

and those who hate I will repay. 

42 I will make my arrows drunk from bloodshed 

of the wounded and of the captives, 

from the head of the rulers of the enemies. 

43 Delight, O heavens, with him 

and worship him, you sons of God. 

Delight, O nations, with his people 

and prevail with him, all you angels of God. 

For he will avenge the blood of his sons, 

and he will avenge and he will repay the enemies with vengeance, 

and he will repay those who hate, 

and the Lord will cleanse out the land of his people.’ ” 

44 And Moses wrote this song on that day, and he taught it to the sons of Israel. And Moses entered and spoke all the words of this law into the ears of the people, he and Joshua of Nun. 45 And Moses finished speaking to all Israel, 46 and he said to them, “Give heed with your heart to all these words that I am calling to witness against you today, which you shall command your sons to keep and to do all the words of this law. 47 For this is not an empty word to you, because this is your life, and on account of this word you shall live long on the land into which you are crossing over the Jordan there to take possession.” 

Moses’ Death on Mount Nebo Foretold

48 And the Lord spoke to Moses in this day, saying, 49 “Go up into the mountain Abarim, this mountain Nebo that is in the land of Canaan down from the face of Jericho, and you shall see the land of Canaan, which I am giving the sons of Israel. 50 And you shall die in the mountain into which you are going up there, and you shall be added to your people, the way Aaron your brother died at Mount Hor and he was added to his people. 51 Because you both disobeyed my word among the sons of Israel, on the water of controversy of Meribath-kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin; because you both did not sanctify me among the sons of Israel. 52 You may see the land in front, and you shall not enter there.” 




Moses’ Final Blessing

33 And this is the blessing that Moses, the man of God, blessed the sons of Israel before his death. 2 And he said: 

“The Lord came from Sinai 

and displayed himself to us from Seir 

and made haste from Mount Paran together with myriads from Kadesh; 

from his right, angels were with him. 

3 And he spared his people, 

and all those who have been sanctified beneath your hands, 

even these who are beneath you, 

and it received of his words 

4 a law, which Moses commanded you, 

an inheritance of the congregations of Jacob. 

5 And he shall be a ruler with the beloved one; 

rulers of people have been gathered 

with the tribes of Israel. 

6 Let Reuben live and not die; 

he also shall be many in number.” 

7 And he said this of Judah: 

“May you listen, O Lord, to the voice of Judah, 

and may you visit unto his people; 

and his hands will distinguish for him, 

and you will be a help from enemies.” 

8 And to Levi he said: 

“Give Levi his symbol of clarity 

and his symbol of truth to the holy man, 

whom they led in temptation; 

they reviled him on the water of controversy. 

9 He who said to his father and mother, ‘I have not seen you,’ 

and he did not know his brothers, 

and he disowned his sons; 

he kept your teachings, 

and he observed your covenant. 

10 They shall show your ordinances to Jacob 

and your law to Israel. 

They shall put incense in your anger 

always upon your altar. 

11 Bless his strength, O Lord, 

and accept the work of his hands; 

destroy the loins of enemies who rise up against him, 

and those who hate him may they not stand.” 

12 And to Benjamin he said: 

“Beloved by the Lord, he shall encamp in security, 

and God shall shade him all the days; 

and may he give rest betweena his shoulders.” 

13 And to Joseph he said: 

“His land is upon the blessing of the Lord, 

from the seasons of the heavens and of dew 

and from bottomless springs below, 

14 and according to a season of produce of the sun’s turning, 

and from the conjunctions of months, 

15 from the top of mountains of beginning 

and from the top of everlasting hills, 

16 and according to a season of the land’s fullness. 

And the things acceptable to the one who appeared in the bush, 

may they come upon the head of Joseph 

and on the head of the one who was honored above brothers. 

17 A firstborn of a bull, his beauty. 

His horns are the horns of a unicorn; 

with them he shall gore nations, as far as on the end of the earth. 

These are the myriads of Ephraim 

and the thousands of Manasseh.” 

18 And to Zebulun he said: 

“Rejoice, O Zebulun, in your going out, 

and Issachar in his tents. 

19 They shall utterly destroy nations, and you shall invoke there 

and offer a sacrifice of righteousness; 

for the riches of the sea will suckle you, 

and the trading post of those living by the sea.” 

20 And to Gad he said: 

“Blessed be the one who enlarges Gad. 

Like a lion he will have rest, 

having broken arm and ruler. 

21 And he shall see his first fruits, 

for in that place the land of rulers was divided, 

collected with leaders of people. 

The Lord did righteousness 

and his justice with Israel.” 

22 And to Dan he said: 

“Dan is a cub of a lion, 

and he shall leap out from Bashan.” 

23 And to Naphtali he said: 

“Naphtali is full of acceptable things, 

and may he be filled with a blessing from the Lord— 

may he take possession of the sea and the southwest.” 

24 And to Asher he said: 

“Blessed with children is Asher, 

and he shall be acceptable to his brothers; 

he shall immerse his foot in olive oil. 

25 His sandal shall be iron and copper; 

like your days, so shall be your strength. 

26 There is none like the God of the beloved, 

who goes upon the heavens as your helper, 

and the glorious one of the firmament. 

27 And the rule of God will cover you, 

and under the strength of the everlasting arms, 

he will drive out the enemy from your face saying, 

‘May you be destroyed!’ 

28 And Israel shall encamp in security 

alone on the land of Jacob, 

on grain and wine; 

and the heavens are clouded over with dew upon you. 

29 Blessed are you, O Israel! 

Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord? 

Your helper will shield, 

and the dagger will be your boast. 

And your enemies will lie to you, 

and you will tread upon their neck.” 




The Death of Moses

34 And Moses went up from Araboth of Moab on Mount Nebo, on the top of Pisgah, which is against the face of Jericho, and the Lord showed him all the land: Gilead as far as Dan 2 and all the land of Naphtali and all the land of Ephraim and Manasseh and all the land of Judah as far as the last sea, 3 and the wilderness and the country around Jericho, city of date palms, as far as Zoar. 4 And the Lord said to Moses, “This is the land that I swore to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob saying, ‘I will give it to your seed. And I have shown it to your eyes, and you shall not enter there.’ ” 5 And Moses, a household slave of the Lord, died in the land of Moab, on account of the word of the Lord. 6 And they buried him at Ai near the house of Peor. And no one knows his grave until this day. 7 And Moses was one hundred and twenty years at his death; his eyes were not dim or ruined. 8 And the sons of Israel wept for Moses at Araboth of Moab, on the Jordan, down from Jericho, for thirty days, and the days of grief of weeping for Moses came to an end. 

9 And Joshua son of Nun was filled with a spirit of understanding, for Moses put his hands on him, and the sons of Israel listened to him, and they did as the Lord commanded Moses. 

10 And no prophet has arisen again in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, 11 with all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh and his attendants and to all his land, 12 the great wonders and the mighty hand that Moses did before all Israel. 





JOSHUA




The Lord Commissions Joshua

1 And it happened after the death of Moses that the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, saying, 2 “Moses, my servant, has died. Now then, rise and cross over the Jordan, you and all these people, to the land that I am giving them. 3 Every place you step with the soles of your feet I will give to you, the way I have said to Moses. 4 The wilderness and the Lebanon to the great river, the Euphrates River, and to the distant sea from the setting sun, these will be your borders. 5 No person will stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, in the same way I will also be with you. I will neither abandon you nor neglect you. 6 Be strong and manly! For you shall divide for this people the land that I promised to give to your ancestors. 7 Be strong, therefore, and manly, to protect and act as Moses my servant commanded you. You must not turn from the commands either to the right or to the left so that you might be together in everything that you do. 8 And the book of this law must not depart from your mouth. You should meditate on it day and night so that you will know how to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous, and he will make your ways prosperous, and then you will be perceptive. 9 Look, I have commanded you: be strong and manly. Do not be cowardly nor fear, because the Lord your God is with you everywhere you go.” 

10 And Joshua commanded the scribes of the people, saying, 11 “Go into the middle of the camp of the people and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare provisions because in three days you also will be crossing over this Jordan, entering to occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving to you.’ ” 

12 And to Reuben and Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, 13 “Remember the word that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, ‘The Lord your God has given you rest, and he has given you this land. 14 Let your wives and your children and your livestock dwell in the land that he has given you. But you will cross over the river fully armed for your brothers, every strong man. And so you will be allies with them 15 until the Lord our God gives rest to your brothers as also to you and they also receive a share of the land that the Lord your God is giving to them. And then you will depart, each one to his inheritance that Moses has given you in the area beyond the Jordan at the east.’ ”a 16 And answering Joshua, they said, “Everything, as much as you command to us, we will do, and every place where you send us, we will go. 17 In everything, as much as we obeyed Moses, we will obey you; only may the Lord our God be with you in the way he was with Moses. 18 However, the person who should disobey you and whoever will not listen to your words as you might command him, he must die. But be strong and manly.” 




Spies Sent to Jericho

2 And Joshua son of Nun sent two young men from Shittim to spy, saying, “Go up and see the land and Jericho.” And so, as they were on their way, the two young men entered Jericho, and they went into the house of a woman, a prostitute whose name was Rahab. And they stayed there. 2 But a report came to the king of Jericho that said, “Men from the children of Israel have come here to spy out the land!” 3 And the king of Jericho sent word and said to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have entered into your house during the night, because they have come to spy out the land.” 4 And the woman took the two men to hide them, and she spoke to the men from the king, saying, “The men had come to me. 5 But as the gate closed in the darkness, the men went out. I do not know where they have gone. Go after them if you want to overtake them.” 6 But she had brought them up onto the roof and hid them in her flax bundles on the roof. 7 And the men chased closely after the spies along the road near the Jordan by the river fords. And the gate was closed. 8 And it happened that as the men chasing after them were going out, before the spies could fall asleep, she came up onto the roof 9 and said to them, “I know that the Lord has given you the land. Fear of you has fallen upon us. 10 For we have heard that the Lord God dried up the Red Sea before your face when you went out from the land of Egypt, and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom he cut off. 11 And after we heard about these things, we were stunned in our heart, and our spirit did not continue to stand in any of us before your face because of the Lord your God who is in heaven above and on the earth below. 12 And now you must swear to me, by the Lord God, since I am showing you compassion, so also show compassion with my father’s house 13 and spare my father’s house, my mother, my siblings, and all my house and everything that is with them, and rescue my soul from death. 14 And the men said to her, “Our life in return for yours, unto death.” And she said, “As the Lord should give the city over to you, show me compassion and truth.” 15 And she let them down through the window. 16 And she said to them, “Go to the mountains, so that those who pursue you might not meet you. And you must hide there for three days until those pursuing you return home. And after this, go on your way.” 17 And the men said to her, “We are free of this oath of yours. 18 Look, we will enter part of the city, and you will set a sign: This scarlet thread you will fasten to the window through which you will let us down. Now, your father and your mother and your siblings and everyone in your father’s house, you will gather them to yourself in your home. 19 But anyone who should go out the door of your of house, outside, he is liable to himself, and we are free from this oath of yours. But as many as are with you in your house, we will be liable for them. 20 But if anyone should wrong us or even disclose this word of ours, we will be free from this oath of yours.” 21 And she said to them, “By your word, it will be.” And she sent them away. 22 And so they departed and went into the mountains. They stayed there for three days while their pursuers searched the entire road and did not find them. 23 And the two young men returned and came down from the mountains and crossed over the Jordan to Joshua son of Nun. They described to him in detail everything that happened to them. 24 And they said to Joshua, “The Lord has placed all the land into our hands, and everyone who lives in that land cowers before us.” 




The Crossing of the Jordan

3 And Joshua rose early in the morning and departed from Shittim and went as far as the Jordan, and he stayed there before the crossing. 2 And this is what happened after three days. The scribes went through the camp. 3 They commanded the people, saying, “When you should see the ark of the covenant of the Lord our God, and our priests and the Levites carrying it, you will depart from your places and go after it. 4 But there must be a distance between us and it, as much as two thousand arm lengths. You must not move. You must not approach it so that you know the direction you are following after it. For you have not gone this way yesterday or the day before.” 5 And Joshua said to the people, “Purify yourselves for tomorrow because tomorrow the Lord will do among us something marvelous.” 6 And Joshua said to the priests, “Lift the ark of the covenant of the Lord and go forward among the people.” And the priests raised the ark of the covenant of the Lord and went before the people. 

7 And the Lord said to Joshua, “On this day I will begin to exalt you before all the sons of Israel so that they might know that just as I was with Moses, in the same way I will be also with you. 8 And now, command the priests who carry the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘As you enter at the midst of the water of the Jordan and then in the Jordan, you will stay still.’ ” 

9 And Joshua said to the sons of Israel, “Come near here and hear the word of the Lord our God. 10 By this you will know that God is alive among you and in destroying, he will destroy from our face the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Amorites and the Girgashites and the Jebusites. 11 Look! The ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is crossing over the Jordan. 12 Choose for yourselves twelve men from the sons of Israel, one from each tribe. 13 And it will happen that as the feet of the priests who carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth should stop in the water of the Jordan, the water of the Jordan will come to an end, but the water coming down will stay still.” 

14 And the people departed from their tents to cross over the Jordan, but the priests held the ark of the covenant before the people. 15 Now as the priests carrying the ark of the covenant went in the Jordan and the feet of the priests carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord dipped in the edge of the water of the Jordan (now the Jordan was full throughout its entire flood plain like the days of the wheat harvest), 16 then they stayed still; the waters coming down from above, a single solid mass, stayed apart at a very, very far distance as far as the side of Kiriath-Jearim, but what came down, went down into the sea of Arabah, the Salt Sea, as far as to the end; it came to an end and the people stood opposite of Jericho. 17 And the priests carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, and all the sons of Israel crossed over through dry ground until all the people finished crossing over the Jordan. 




The Twelve Memorial Stones

4 And when all the people finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord spoke to Joshua, saying, 2 “Taking men from the people, one from each tribe, 3 organize them; and take from the middle of the Jordan twelve available stones. And carrying these with you, also set them in your camp where you will camp for the night.” 4 And when Joshua had called twelve men of honor from the sons of Israel, one from each tribe, 5 he said to them, “Come in front of me before the face of the Lord, into the middle of the Jordan, and taking from there, each of you must pick up and carry a stone on his shoulders according to the number of the twelve tribes of Israel, 6 so that this might be as a sign to you existing through all time, so that when your sons should ask you tomorrow, saying, ‘What is the significance of these stones for us?’ 7 And you will explain to your son, saying, ‘Because the Jordan River stopped before the face of the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth as it crossed over it, these stones also will be a memory for you for the sons of Israel until eternity.’ ” 8 And the sons of Israel acted in this way just as the Lord had commanded to Joshua, and taking twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, just as the Lord had directed to Joshua after the completion of the crossing of the sons of Israel, they also carried them together for themselves to the camp and laid them down there. 9 Joshua also set another twelve stones among them by the Jordan in the place by the feet of the priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and the stones are there until today. 10 The priests who carried the ark of the covenant stood in the Jordan until Joshua finished everything that the Lord had commanded him to announce to the people. And the people hurried and crossed over. 11 And it happened that as all the people finished crossing over, the ark of the covenant of the Lord crossed over and the stones were in front of them. 12 And the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh crossed over, prepared before the sons of Israel just as Moses had commanded them. 13 Forty thousand, armed for battle, crossed over before the Lord for battle against the city of Jericho. 14 On that day the Lord honored Joshua before the entire family of Israel, and they feared him just as they did Moses through the entire time he was alive. 

15 And the Lord spoke to Joshua, saying, 16 “Command the priests carrying the ark of the covenant of the testimony of the Lord to step out from the Jordan.” 17 And so Joshua commanded the priests, saying, “Step out from the Jordan.” 18 And it happened that as the priests carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord stepped out from the Jordan, and when they set their feet on the land, the water of the Jordan rushed along the territory and continued just as it did yesterday and the day before throughout the entirety of the flood plain. 19 And the people went up from the Jordan on the tenth of the first month, and the sons of Israel camped in Gilgal by the area toward the easta facing Jericho. 20 And these twelve stones that he took from the Jordan, Joshua set them in Gilgal, 21 saying, “When your children should ask you, saying, ‘What are these stones?’ 22 you must inform your children that on dry ground Israel crossed this Jordan, 23 when the Lord our God dried up the water of the Jordan from before them until they all had crossed over just as the Lord our God did to the Red Sea, which the Lord our God dried up before us until we passed through, 24 so that all the nations of the earth might know that the strength of the Lord is strong and that you all might worship the Lord our God for every work.” 




5 And it happened that when they heard, both the king of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan and the king of the Phoenicians by the sea, that the Lord God had dried up the Jordan River before the sons of Israel during their crossing, their minds melted and they were astounded, and there was no wisdom in them, none at all before the face of the sons of Israel. 

Israel Is Circumcised at Gigal

2 But by this time, the Lord said to Joshua, “Make for yourself flint knives from sharp rock and sitting down, circumcise the sons of Israel.” 3 And Joshua made sharp flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel on the place called the Hill of the Foreskins. 4 This way Joshua purified the sons of Israel as many as were born during the journey and as many as were uncircumcised from the coming out from Egypt. 5 All these Joshua circumcised. For forty-two years Israel wandered in the Madbaritite wilderness, 6 thus most of those warriors who came out from the land of Egypt were uncircumcised men, those who disobeyed the commands of God concerning whom also he had determined they would not see the land that the Lord had sworn to give our ancestors, a land flowing with milk and honey. 7 But instead of them, he raised up their children whom Joshua circumcised because they had been uncircumcised along the way. 8 After they were circumcised, they remained there resting, staying in the camp until they recovered. 9 And the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, “On this day I have removed the insult of Egypt from you.” And Joshua called the name of that place Gilgal. 

10 And the sons of Israel performed the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month from evening, from the sunset at Jericho in the area beyond the Jordan on the plain. 11 And they ate from the grain of the land, unleavened and fresh. 12 On this day the manna came to an end after they ate from the grain of the land, and manna was available no longer to the sons of Israel. They enjoyed the produce of the fleece of the Phoenicians in that year. 

Joshua’s Vision

13 And it happened as Joshua was at Jericho and looking up with his eyes, he saw a person standing before him and a drawn sword was in his hand; and approaching, Joshua said to him, “Are you an ally or from the enemy?” 14 He said to him, “I, the commander of the army of the Lord, now am here.” And Joshua fell on his face upon the earth and said to him, “Master, what do you command your servant?” 15 And the Lord’s commander said to Joshua, “Untie your sandals from your feet. For the place upon which you are now standing is holy.” 




The Conquest of Jericho

6 And Jericho was closed and fortified, and nobody came out from it nor went in. 2 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Look, I have placed Jericho into your hand, and its king in it, and the soldiers in its army. 3 But you, you must station the warriors around it, in a circle. 4 And it will be that right when you sound the trumpet, they must shout, all the people together. 5 And when they shout, the walls of the city will collapse spontaneously, and all the people will go in, rushing, each at the face into the city.” 

6 And Joshua the son of Nun went in to the priests, 7 and he spoke to them, saying, “Order the people to go around and encircle the city, and the warriors must pass by armed before the Lord. 8 And seven priests holding seven holy trumpets must go by in the same way before the Lord, and they must signal vigorously, and the ark of the covenant of the Lord must follow after them. 9 The warriors must pass by in the front, and the priests who are in the rear behind the ark of the covenant of the Lord playing the trumpets.” 10 Joshua commanded the people, saying, “Do not cry out or let anyone hear your voice until the moment he himself tells you to shout, and then you will shout.” 11 And when the ark of the covenant of God had gone around, immediately it departed to the camp and remained there. 

12 And on the second day Joshua rose in the morning, and the priests carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord. 13 And the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets passed on before the Lord, and the warriors went after them, and the other crowds were behind the ark of the covenant of the Lord. And the priests sounded their trumpets, and the other crowds all circled the city closely. 14 And they went back to the camp. This is how they behaved for six days. 15 And on the seventh day they rose at dawn and went around the city six times. 16 And on the seventh circuit around, the priests sounded their trumpets, and Joshua said to the sons of Israel, “Cry out! For the Lord has handed over to you the city! 17 And the city itself will be cursed, and everything, as much as is in it, is for the Lord Sabaoth. Only keep safe Rahab the prostitute, her and whoever is in her house. 18 But you keep very far from the cursed city, lest forming a plan, you yourselves might steal from the cursed city, and you might set up camp with the sons of Israel with an accursed thing, and you will destroy us. 19 And all silver or gold or copper or iron will be holy for the Lord. It will be brought to the treasury of the Lord.” 20 And the priests sounded the trumpets. As soon as the people heard the trumpets, all the people together shouted loudly, making a great and powerfully loud noise. And the entire wall fell all around, and all the people went up into the city. 21 And Joshua focused on destroying it and whatever was in the city from male to female, from young to old, and to the calf and the draft animal, with the edge of his sword. 

22 And to the two young men who spied out the area, Joshua said, “Go in to the house of the woman and bring her out from there and whoever is with her.” 23 And the two young men who spied out the city went to the house of the woman, and they brought out Rahab the prostitute and her father and her mother and her brother and her family and everyone, whoever was with her, and they placed her outside Israel’s camp. 24 And the city was set on fire, burning, with everything in it. Only the silver and gold and copper and iron did they set aside to be brought to the treasury of the Lord. 25 And Rahab the prostitute and all her father’s house Joshua spared. And her family has dwelled in Israel until this day. For she hid the spies whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 

26 And Joshua swore on that day before the Lord, saying, “Greatly cursed is the person who will build that city. By his firstborn he will lay its foundation, and by his youngest he will rebuild its gates.” And in this way Ozan from Bethel did: by Abiram his firstborn, he laid its foundation, and by his youngest, though he escaped, he rebuilt its gates. 

27 And the Lord was with Joshua, and his name was known throughout all the land. 




The Defeat at Ai and Achan’s Sin

7 And the sons of Israel committed a great sin and took for themselves from the cursed city. Achan son of Carmi, son of Zimri, son of Zerah from the tribe of Judah took from the cursed city, and the Lord became wrathful with anger against the sons of Israel. 

2 And Joshua sent men to Ai, which is by Bethel, saying, “Spy out Ai.” 3 And the men went up and closely inspected Ai, and they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not let all the people go up, but about two or three thousand men should go up and force the city to surrender. Not all the people should go up there, for it is small.” 4 And they went up, about three thousand men, and they fled from the face of the men of Ai. 5 And the men of Ai killed from them up to thirty-six men. And they closely pursued them from the gate and crushed them from the slope. And the heart of the people was terrified and became like water. 6 And Joshua tore his robes, and Joshua fell on the earth on his face before the Lord until evening. He and the elders of Israel, also, they all put dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said, “I am praying, Lord. Why has your servant brought this people across the Jordan to hand them over to the Amorites to destroy us? And if only we had stayed and settled by the Jordan. 8 And what will I say since Israel has turned its throat toward its enemy. 9 And after the Canaanites hear and all the inhabitants of the land encircle us, and then they will remove us from the land. And what will you make of your great name?” 

10 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Rise. What is this that you fall on your face? 11 The people have sinned and disobeyed the covenant that I established with them, stealing from the cursed city, and took something for their belongings. 12 The sons of Israel shall not be able to stand before the face of their enemies. They turned their throat before their enemies because they have become cursed. I will not continue to be with you if you do not remove the accursed thing from you, yourselves. 13 Rise, sanctify the people and tell them to sanctify themselves for tomorrow. This is what the Lord the God of Israel says, ‘There is a cursed thing among you. You will not be able to stand before your enemies until you remove the cursed thing from you. 14 And you will gather everyone in the morning according to tribe, and there will be a tribe that the Lord shall make known that you will bring near according to clan. And the clan that the Lord shall make known, you will bring it forward according to household. And the household that the Lord shall make known, you will bring it forward according to man. 15 And whoever the Lord should show, he will be burned by fire and everything that is his, because he disobeyed the covenant of the Lord and committed a sin in Israel.’ ” 

16 And Joshua rose early and brought forward the people according to tribe, and the tribe of Judah was revealed. 17 And they were brought forward according to clan, and the clan of the Zerahites was revealed. And so they were brought forward according to man. 18 And Achan son of Zimri, son of Zerah, was revealed. 19 And Joshua said to Achan, “Give glory today to the Lord God of Israel and give thanksgiving. And tell me what you did, and you must not hide it from me.” 20 And Achan replied to Joshua and said, “Truly, I have sinned before the Lord God of Israel; in this way and in this way, I acted. 21 In the plunder I saw an embroidered carpet and two hundred drachmas of silver and one golden tongue of fifty drachmas, and I coveted and took them. And look, they are hidden in my tent, and the silver is hidden under them.” 22 And Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent in the camp. And these things were hidden in the tent, and the silver was under them. 23 And they brought them from the tent and carried them to Joshua and the elders of Israel, and put them in the presence of the Lord. 24 And Joshua took Achan son of Zerah and brought him to the ravine of Achor, as well as his sons and his daughters and his calves and his donkeys and all his sheep and his tent and everything that was his, as well as all the people with him. And he brought him up to the valley of Achor. 25 And Joshua said to Achan, “Why have you destroyed us? May the Lord cut you off in the same way even today.” And so they stoned him with stones, all Israel. 26 And they covered him with a large pile of stones. And the Lord ceased his wrathful anger. Because of this, he named it “Valley of Achor” until this day. 




The Destruction of Ai

8 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear nor be cowardly. Take with you all the military men and get up, go up to Ai. Look, I have given the king of Ai and his land into your hands. 2 And you will do to Ai what you did to Jericho and its king. And the plunder of the livestock you will plunder for yourself. Set now for yourself an ambush against the city in the back.” 3 And so Joshua rose and all the warrior people did also to go up to Ai. Now Joshua chose thirty thousand mighty men in the army, and he sent them in the night. 4 And he commanded them, saying, “You must lie in ambush behind the city. Do not be too far from the city, and you all must be ready. 5 And I as well as everyone with me will approach the city, and it will be as if the inhabitants of Ai should come out to meet us just at that moment; then we will flee from their face. 6 And as they should come after us, we will pull them away from the city. And they will say, ‘They are fleeing from our face that way as before.’ 7 But you will rise from the ambush and go into the city. 8 By this word, you must act! Look, I have commanded you.” 9 And Joshua sent them, and they went for the ambush, and they lay between Bethel and Ai from the sea of Ai. 

10 And rising early in the morning, Joshua inspected the people, and they and the elders went up before the face of the people at Ai. 11 And all the military people with him went up, and as they went, they came from opposite of the city from the east. 12 And the ambush of the city was from the sea. 14 And it happened when the king of Ai saw this, he hurried and came out to meet them straight on into battle, he and all the people with him. And he did not know that there was an ambush for him behind the city. 15 And Joshua and Israel saw and retreated from their presence. 16 And they closely pursued after the sons of Israel, and they moved away from the city. 17 Nobody was left behind in Ai who did not closely pursue after Israel. And they left behind the open city and pursued after Israel. 18 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Reach out your hand with the javelin in your hand over the city; for into your hands, I have placed it. And the ambush should rise with haste from their place.” And so Joshua reached out his hand with the javelin over the city. 19 And the ambush rose with haste from their place and came out when he reached out his hand. And they came to the city and overtook it, and quickly they burned the city with fire. 20 And the inhabitants of Ai, looking around to what was behind them, they also saw smoke going up from the city into the sky, and they had no longer a place where they could flee, here or there. 21 And Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush took the city and that smoke rose from the city into the sky. And so, changing directions, they struck down the men of Ai. 22 And these men came out from the city to meet them, and these men were between the camp, on this side, and these men were on the other side, and they struck them down until none of them were left behind to survive or escape. 23 And they caught the king of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua. 24 And when the sons of Israel stopped killing all those in Ai in the plains and in the hill country on the descent where they closely pursued them from the city to the end, Joshua returned to Ai and struck the king with the edge of his sword. 25 And the fallen on that day were, from man to woman, twelve thousand: all the inhabitants of Ai, 27 except the spoils in the city, everything that the sons of Israel plundered for themselves by the command of the Lord, that way the Lord instructed Joshua. 28 And Joshua burned the city with fire. He made it an uninhabitable mound for eternity up to this day. 29 And the king of Ai, he hung on a forked tree, and he was on the tree until evening; and as the sun set, Joshua gave instructions, and they took down his body from the tree and threw him into a pit and placed over him a heap of stones until this day. 




The Kings of Canaan Gather for War

9 But when they heard about what happened at Ai, the kings of the Amorites, those in the area beyond the Jordan, those in the hill country, and those in the plain, and those along the entire coast of the Great Sea, and those near the Lebanon, as well as the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Amorites and the Girgashites and the Jebusites, 2 gathered together with the same determination for war against Joshua and Israel, all of them together. 

Joshua Renews the Covenant

3 aThen Joshua built an altar to the Lord the God of Israel on the mountain of Ebal, 4 as Moses the servant of the Lord commanded the sons of Israel; as it is written in the law of Moses, an altar of unhewn stones upon which an iron tool has not struck. And he sent up a sacrifice there, an offering of deliverance to the Lord. 5 And Joshua wrote upon the stones the repeated law, the law of Moses, before the sons of Israel. 6 And all Israel and their elders and the judges and their scribes passed by on one side and on another side opposite of the ark; and the priests and the Levites carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, both the sojourner and the native, half of whom were near Mount Gerizim and half of whom were near Mount Ebal, as commanded Moses the servant of the Lord to bless the people in the beginning. 7 And after these things thus Joshua read aloud all the words of this law, the blessings and the curses, according to all the things written in the law of Moses. 8 There was no word from all the things that Moses commanded Joshua that Joshua did not read aloud into the ears of all the assembly of the sons of Israel, to the men, women, children, and the sojourners who attached themselves to Israel. 

The Gibeonites Deceive Israel

9 The inhabitants of Gibeon heard everything that the Lord did at Jericho and Ai. 10 And indeed they acted with cunning. And going, they furnished themselves with food and prepared themselves, and putting old sackcloth on their shoulders and old wine skins of wine also broken and torn. 11 And the hollows of their sandal straps and their wooden soles were old and patched on their feet, and their robes were worn out on them, and their bread for provision was dry and hard and half-eaten. 12 And they went to Joshua, to the camp of Israel, to Gilgal, and said to Joshua and Israel, “From a land far away, we have come and now establish with us a treaty.” 13 And the sons of Israel said to the Horites, “Look, you are not living with us. How can I establish a treaty with you?” 14 And they said to Joshua, “We are your servants.” And Joshua said to them, “Where are you from and where have you come from?” 15 And they said, “From a land very far away your servants have come, in the name of the Lord your God. For we have heard of his name and everything he did in Egypt 16 and everything he did to the kings of the Amorites who are beyond the Jordan, to the Sihon, King of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan, who dwelled in Ashtaroth and in Edrei. 17 And when they heard, our elders and everyone who lives in our land spoke to us, saying, ‘Take for yourselves provisions for the road and go to meet them, and you will say to them, “We are your servants.” ’ And now establish with us a treaty. 18 These loaves, we prepared them warm on the day that we left to come to you. But now they are dried up and have become eaten by mold. 19 And these are the wine skins of wine that we filled when they were new, but these have become torn. And our robes and our sandal straps have become old from the very long journey.” 20 And the rulers took from their provisions, and they did not inquire of the Lord. 21 And Joshua made peace with them, and he established with them a treaty to protect them. And the rulers of the congregation made an oath to them. 

22 And it happened three days after the establishment with them of a treaty, they heard that they were from nearby them and that they were living among them. 23 And the sons of Israel departed and went to their cities. But their cities were Gibeon and Chephirah and Beeroth and the cities of Kiriath-jearim. 24 And the sons of Israel did not attack them because all the rulers had made an oath with them by the Lord God of Israel. And the entire congregation muttered among themselves about the commanders. 25 And the rulers said to the entire congregation, “We have sworn to them by the Lord the God of Israel, and now we will not be able to touch them. 26 This we will do to spare them and so we will take them alive, and there will be no anger against us because of the oath that we swore to them. 27 They will live and be woodcutters and water carriers for all the congregation, just as the rulers told them.” 28 And so Joshua convened with them and said to them, “Why did you deceive me, saying, ‘We are very far away from you?’ But you are from the same country—ones who live among us! 29 And now you are even more cursed! Slaves and woodcutters from among you will never come to an end for me and my God.” 30 And they responded to Joshua, saying, “It was reported to us everything that the Lord your God instructed to Moses his servant: to give you this land and to cut us off and everyone who lived on it from your face. And we were very afraid for our lives from your face, and so we carried out this deed. 31 And now look, we are in your hands as it is pleasing to you and as it seems best to you to do to us.” 32 And they did to them accordingly, and Joshua rescued them on that day from the hands of the sons of Israel and did not take them away. 33 So Joshua appointed them on that day as woodcutters and water carriers for all the congregation and the altar of God. Because of this, the inhabitants of Gibeon became woodcutters and water carriers for the altar of God until this very day and lived in the place that the Lord should choose. 




The Sun Stands Still

10 But when Adoni-bezek, king of Jerusalem, heard that Joshua had captured Ai and destroyed them, the way they did to Jericho and its king so they did to Ai and its king, and that the inhabitants of Gibeon had deserted to Joshua and Israel, 2 they became very afraid of them. For they knew that Gibeon was a great city like one of the mother states, and all its men were strong. 3 And Adoni-bezek, king of Jerusalem, sent word to Elam, king of Hebron, and to Piram, king of Jarmuth, and to Japhia, king of Lachish, and to Debir, king of Adullam, saying, 4 “Hurry! Come up to me and help me! And prepare for war against Gibeon. For they have deserted to Joshua and the sons of Israel.” 5 And the five kings of the Jebusites went up, the king of Jerusalem, and the king of Hebron, and the king of Jarmuth, and the king of Lachish, and the king of Adullam, they and all their people; and they besieged Gibeon and forced them to surrender. 6 So the inhabitants of Gibeon sent word to Joshua, to the camp of Israel in Gilgal, saying, “May you not release your hands from your servants! Come up to us quickly and rescue us and help us, because all the kings of the Amorites who live in the hill country are gathering against us.” 7 And Joshua came up from Gilgal, he and all the military people with him, all the mighty warriors in the army. 8 And the Lord said to Joshua, “You must not fear them. For into your hands I have placed them. Not one will be left remaining among them before you.” 9 And when Joshua suddenly came upon them, he had come in all through the night from Gilgal. 10 And the Lord stunned them before the face of the sons of Israel. And the Lord broke them with great destruction in Gibeon, and they closely pursued them along the road ascending to Beth-horon, and cut them down as far as Azekah, and as far as Makkedah. 11 Now during their flight from the face of the sons of Israel on the descent of Beth-horon, the Lord threw down upon them hail stones from the sky as far as Azekah, and there were as many who died by the hail stones as those whom the sons of Israel killed with the sword in battle. 

12 Then Joshua spoke to the Lord. On that day, God put the Amorites into the hand of Israel when he broke them at Gibeon, and broke them before the face of the sons of Israel. And Joshua said: 

“Sun, stand still at Gibeon 

and moon, at ravine of Aijalon.” 

13 And the sun stood still and the moon was in its position 

until God warded off his enemies. 

And the sun stood at the middle of the sky. It did not go backward or forward to setting until the end of one day. 14 And there has been no day like this neither before nor since that God would listen to a human; because the Lord joined in war with Israel. 

The Five Amorite Kings Defeated

16 And these five kings fled and hid in the cave in Makkedah. 17 And it was reported to Joshua, saying, “The five kings were found hiding in the caves in Makkedah.” 18 And Joshua said, “Roll stones over the mouth of the cave and set men to watch over them. 19 But you do not stop pursuing after your enemies and overtake their rear, and you must not allow them to enter into their cities. For the Lord our God put them into our hands.” 20 And it happened when Joshua and every son of Israel finished slaughtering them with a very great slaughter right up to the end, that those who got away escaped into the fortified cities. 21 And all the people returned to Joshua at Makkedah safely. And no one from the sons of Israel grumbled with his tongue. 22 And Joshua said, “Open the cave and bring out these five kings from the cave.” 23 And they brought out the five kings from the cave: the king of Jerusalem and the king of Hebron and the king of Jarmuth and the king of Lachish and the king of Adullam. 24 And when they brought them out to Joshua, Joshua called together all Israel and the chieftains of the battle who went with him, saying to them, “Come forward and place your feet on their necks.” And approaching, they put their feet on their necks. 25 And Joshua said to them, “You must not fear them nor be cowardly. Be courageous and strong because this is what the Lord will do to all your enemies whom you fight.” 26 And Joshua killed them and hung them on five trees, and they stayed hung on the trees until evening. 27 And it happened toward the setting of the sun that Joshua gave the order, and they took them down from the trees and threw them in the cave to which they fled. And they rolled stones in front of the cave which remain until this day. 

28 And they captured Makkedah on that day and slayed it by the edge of the dagger and destroyed everything that breathed in it. And no one was left behind among them escaping and fleeing. And they did to the king of Makkedah what action they did to the king of Jericho. 

29 And Joshua departed, and all Israel with him, from Makkedah to Libnah and besieged Libnah. 30 And the Lord placed it in the hands of Israel. So they captured it and its king. And they slew it with the edge of the sword and everything that breathed in it. And there was no one left behind in it, anyone escaping and fleeing. And they did to its king what they did to the king of Jericho. 

31 And Joshua departed, and all Israel with him, from Libnah to Lachish and camped around it and besieged it. 32 And the Lord placed Lachish into the hands of Israel, and they captured it on the second day. And they slayed it by the edge of the sword and destroyed it the way they did to Libnah. 

33 Then Elam, king of Gezer, came up to help Lachish, and Joshua struck him down by the edge of the sword as well as his people until none were left of them to escape and flee. 

34 And Joshua departed, and all Israel with him, from Lachish to Adullam and camped around them and besieged it. 35 And the Lord placed them in the hand of Israel, and they captured it on that day. And they slayed in the way they did to Lachish. 

36 And Joshua departed, and all Israel with him, to Hebron and besieged it. 37 And he struck it with the edge of his sword, and everything that breathed, as much as was in it, did not escape that action they did to Adullam. They destroyed it, and as much as was in it. 

38 And Joshua and all Israel returned to Debir, and surrounding it, 39 they captured it and its king and its villages. And they struck it with the edge of the sword and destroyed it and everything that breathed in it. And they did not leave behind in it anyone for escaping. That action they did to Hebron and its king; likewise did they do to Debir and its king. 

40 And Joshua struck the entire land of the hill country, and the Nabai and the plain, and the Asedoth and its kings. They did not leave behind those who escaped. And he destroyed everything that breathed, the way the Lord the God of Israel had commanded, 41 from Kadesh Barnea as far as Gaza, the entirety Goshen as far as Gibeon. 42 And Joshua struck all their kings and their land at once, because the Lord the God of Israel joined in war with Israel.a 




The Conquest of Northern Canaan

11 But when Jabin, king of Hazor, heard what happened, he sent word to Jobab, the king of Merom and to the king of Shimron and to the king of Achshaph 2 and to the king by Sidon, the great in the hill country, and to the Arabah opposite Chinneroth and in the plain and in Naphoth-dor, 3 and to the Canaanites along the coast from the east, and to the Amorites along the coast, and Hivites and Jebusites and Perizzites in the hill country, and the Hittites by the wilderness in Mizpah. 4 And they went out and their kings were with them like the sand of the sea in the horde, and there were very many horses and chariots. 5 And all these kings gathered and came upon the same place and camped at the water of Merom to make war against Israel. 6 And the Lord said to Joshua, “You must not fear at their face because tomorrow this time, I will give them over, routed before Israel. Their horses, you will be cutting their hamstrings, and their chariots, you will burn them in fire.” 7 So Joshua came and all the military people upon them at the water of Merom very suddenly. And they fell upon them in the hill country. 8 And the Lord put them in the hands of Israel. And slaughtering them, they closely pursued them as far as Sidon the great and as far as Misrephoth-maim and to the plain of Mizpeh in the east. And they cut them down until none were left behind who escaped them. 9 And Joshua acted to them in that manner the Lord had commanded him. Their horses, he cut their hamstrings, and their chariots, he burned in the fire. 

10 And Joshua returned at that moment and captured Hazor and its king. Hazor was the foremost chief city of all these kingdoms. 11 And they killed everything that breathed in it by the sword and destroyed everything. And there was no one left behind in it breathing. And Hazor, they burned with fire. 12 And all the cities of the king and their kings, Joshua captured them and destroyed them by the edge of the sword. And they destroyed them in that manner Moses the servant of the Lord had ordered. 13 But all the cities with fortified embankments, Israel did not burn them; Israel burnt Hazor alone. 14 And all the spoils of it the sons of Israel plundered for themselves. But they destroyed all of them by the edge of the sword, until he destroyed them. They did not leave behind from them even a single one breathing. 15 In that manner the Lord had directed Moses his servant and Moses likewise commanded Joshua, in this way Joshua did. He did not disobey anything from all that Moses had directed him. 

16 And Joshua captured the entire land: the hill country and all the Negeb and all the land of Goshen and the plain and toward the west and the hill country of Israel and the low-lying regions, 17 toward the mountain opposite of Mount Halak and what rises to Seir and as far as Baal-gad and the plains of Lebanon near the mountain of Hermon. And all their kings, he captured and destroyed and killed. 18 And over many days Joshua made war against these kings. 19 There was no city that Israel did not capture; all of them they captured in battle. 20 For through the Lord, their heart had the strength to meet Israel in battle so that they might be destroyed, so as not to give them compassion, but so that they might be destroyed in that manner the Lord had said to Moses. 

21 And Joshua came at that time and destroyed the Anakim from the hill country, from Hebron, and from Debir, and from Anab and from all of the ancestry of Israel and from all of the hill country of Judah with their cities; and Joshua destroyed them. 22 Not one of the Anakim was left behind from the sons of Israel, but only in Gaza and in Ashdod were they left behind. 23 And Joshua captured the entire land just as the Lord commanded Moses, and Joshua gave them as an inheritance for Israel in divisions by their tribes. And the land rested from making war. 




Kings Conquered by Israel

12 And these are the kings of the land whom the sons of Israel killed. They inherited their land beyond the Jordan from the easta from the valley of Arnon as far as Mount Hermon and all the land of Arabah from the east: 2 Sihon, the king of the Amorites who lived in Heshbon, being lord from Arnon that is in the valley by the side of the valley, and the half of Gilead as far as Jabbok, the borders of the sons of Ammon; 3 and Arabah as far as the sea of Chinneroth by the east and as far as the sea of Arabah, the sea of salt from the east roadway along Asimoth from Teman by Medoth of Pisgah. 4 And Og, king of Bashan, remained out of the giants who lived in Ashtaroth and in Edrei, 5 ruler from Mount Hermon and from Salecah and all the Bashan as far as the border of the Gergeshites and the Maacathites, and half of Gilead of the border of Sihon, king of Heshbon. 6 Moses the servant of the Lord and the sons of Israel struck them down, and Moses gave it as an inheritance to Reuben and Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 

7 And these are the kings of the Amorites whom Joshua killed, and the sons of Israel in the area beyond the Jordan by the sea of Baal-gad in the plain of Lebanon, and as far as of the mountain of Halak going up to Seir. And Joshua gave them to the tribes of Israel to be an inheritance according to their share, 8 in the hill country and on the plain, and in Arabah and in Asedoth and in the wilderness and the Negeb. There were the Hittites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; 9 and the king of Jericho and the king of Ai, who was the neighbor of Bethel, 10 the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, 11 the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, 12 the king of Elam, the king of Gezer, 13 the king of Debir, the king of Asei, 14 the king of Hormah, the king of Airath, the king of Arad, 15 the king of Libnah, the king of Adullam, 16 the king of Makkedah, 17 the king of Tappuah, the king of Hepher, 18 the king of Aphek of Sharon, 19 the king of Hazor, 20 the king of Shimron, the king of Mamroth, the king of Achshaph, 21–22 the king of Kadesh, the king of Zakach, the king of Maredoth, and the king of Jokneam in Carmel, 23 the king of Eldom in Naphath-dor, the king of Geei in Galilee, 24 the king of Tirzah; all these totaled twenty nine kings. 




Regions of Canaan Unconquered

13 And Joshua was old, being advanced in years, and so the Lord said to Joshua, “You have become advanced in years, and there is much land remaining to be captured. 2 And this is the land that remains: the borders of the Philistines, the Geshurites, and the Canaanites, 3 from the uninhabited of them near the face of Egypt as far as the border of Ekron from the left of the Canaanites. It is calculated for the five provinces of the Philistines: Gaza and in Ashdod, and in Ashkelon and in Gath and in Ekron, as well as in the Avvim 4 from Teman and all the land of Canaanites before Gaza, and the Sidonians as far as Aphek, as far as the borders of the Amorites, 5 and all the land of Galiath of the Philistines and all the Lebanon from the east,a from Gilgal near Mount Hermon, as far as the road of Hamath, 6 all those living in the hill country from Lebanon as far as Misrephoth-maim, all Sidonians, I will destroy them before the face of Israel. But you must hand them over as an inheritance portion to Israel, the way I commanded you. 

Canaan Divided Among the Tribes

7 And now divide this land as an inheritance for the nine tribes and the half-tribe of Manasseh. From the Jordan as far as the Great Sea by the setting of the sun, you will give it to them. The Great Sea will form the border.” 8 To the tribes and the half-tribe of Manasseh, to Reuben and Gad, Moses gave their inheritance in the region beyond the Jordan. Toward the east, Moses the servant of the Lord had given it to them 9 from Aroer, which is on the bank of the wadi of Arnon, and the town in the middle of the valley and all Mishor from Dibon, 10 all the cities of Sihon, king of the Amorites who ruled in Heshbon, as far as the border of the sons of Ammon, 11 and Gilead and the borders of the Geshurites and Maacathites, the entire Mount Hermon and the entire Bashan, as far as Acha. 12 The entire kingdom of Og in Bashan, who ruled in Edrei and in Ashtaroth, this was left behind from among the giants, and Moses struck them down and destroyed him. 13 And the sons of Israel did not destroy the Geshurites and Maacathites and the Canaanites, and the king of the Geshur and Maacath continued living among the sons of Israel until this day. 14 Only the tribe of Levi was not given an inheritance. The Lord the God of Israel, he is their inheritance just as the Lord told them. And this is the division of the land that Moses distributed to the sons of Israel in Araboth of Moab on the other side of the Jordan by Jericho. 

15 And Moses gave to the tribe of Reuben according to their clans. 16 And their border was from Aroer, which is by the face of the valley of Arnon and the city in the valley of Arnon and all Mishor, 17 as far as Heshbon and all the cities that are in Mishor and Dibon, and Bamoth Baal and of the house of Meelboth 18 and Basan and Kedemoth and Mephaath 19 and Kiriathaim and Sibmah and Zereth-shahar and Zair on the mountain Enab; 20 and Beth-peor and Asedoth of Pisgah and Beth-jeshimoth 21 and all the cities of Mishor, and the entire kingdom of Sihon, king of the Amorites whom Moses struck down, as well as the leaders of Midian and Evi and Rhobok and Shur and Hur and Reba, ruler of the spoils of Sihon, and those inhabiting Sihon. 22 And Balaam, the son of Beor, the prophet, they killed at a decisive moment. 23 So it became the borders of Reuben. The Jordan was also a border. This was the inheritance for the sons of Reuben according to their clans, their cities and their villages. 

24 Moses gave to the sons of Gad according to their clans. 25 And their borders were Jazer, all the cities of Gilead and half of the land of the sons of Ammon, as far as Araba, which is opposite the face of Arad, 26 and from Heshbon as far as Araboth by Ramath-mizpeh and Betonim and Baan as far as the border of Debir. 27 And Enadom and Othargaei and Beth-nimrah and Succoth and Shaphan and the other kingdom of Sihon, king of Heshbon. And the Jordan will divide it as far as part of the sea of Chinneroth, beyond the Jordan from the east. 28 This was the inheritance of the sons of Gad according to their clans: They will turn their necks before their enemies because these were according to their clans, their cities and their villages. 

29 And Moses gave the half-tribe of Manasseh their inheritance according to their clans, 30 and their borders were from Mahanaim and all the kingdom of Bashan and all the kingdom of Og, king of Bashan, and all the villages of Jair, which are in the Bashan, sixty cities total; 31 and half of Gilead and in Ashtaroth and in Edrei, the cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, to the Machir, sons of Manasseh and the half sons of Machir, the sons of Manasseh according to their clans. 

32 These were the ones whom Moses had given an inheritance to beyond the Jordan in Araboth of Moab on the other side of the Jordan by Jericho toward the east. 




14 And these were the inheritors of the sons of Israel in the land of Canaan, to whom Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the rulers of the families of the tribes of the sons of Israel gave an inheritance. 2 According to their shares they inherited the land in that manner the Lord had commanded by the hand of Joshua for the nine tribes and the half-tribe 3 from the other side of the Jordan. And the Levites, he did not give them a share among them. 4 For the sons of Joseph were two tribes: Manasseh and Ephraim. And an inheritance portion was not given in the land for the Levites, rather they received cities to live in and their areas marked off for livestock, and their livestock. 5 The way the Lord had commanded Moses, so the sons of Israel did, and they divided the land. 

Hebron Given to Caleb

6 And the sons of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know the word that the Lord spoke to Moses, a man of God, about me and you in Kadesh Barnea. 7 For I was forty years old when Moses the servant of God sent me from Kadesh Barnea, to spy out the land and report to him an account according to his mind. 8 Now my brothers who went up with me led away the heart of the people, but I proceeded to follow the Lord my God. 9 And Moses made an oath on that day, saying, “The land on which you step will be among your inheritance and your children’s for eternity because you continued to follow after the Lord our God.” 10 And now the Lord has sustained me the way he said he would. This is my forty-fifth year from when the Lord spoke this word to Moses and Israel went in the wilderness. And now look, I today am eighty-five years old. 11 I am still as strong today as when Moses sent me, just so I am strong now to enter and to go out into battle. 12 And now I ask you for this mountain the way the Lord said on that day. For you heard this word on that day. Now the Anakim are there, cities fortified and powerful. Therefore, if the Lord should be with me, I will destroy them just as the Lord spoke to me.” 13 And so Joshua blessed him and gave Hebron to Caleb, son of Jephunneh, the son of Kenaz, as his share. 14 Because of this, Hebron was Caleb’s, the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite as his share until this day because he followed the command of the Lord God of Israel. 15 The name of Hebron was previously the city of Arba. This is the mother city of the Anakim. And the land rested from war. 




The Inheritance of Judah

15 And the borders of the tribe of Judah were according to their clans: from the borders of Judah from the wilderness of Zin, as far as Kadesh toward the southwest. 2 And their border from the southwest went as far as part of the Salt Sea from the ridge stretching near the southwest. 3 And they go through opposite of the ascent of Akrabbim and cross by Zin, and go up toward the southwest near Kadesh Barnea, and go out from Hezron and up into Addar, and go out by the west of Karka, 4 and go out onward to Azmon, and pass through as far as the valley of Egypt, and its outlet of borders will be at the sea. These are their borders from the southwest. 5 And the borders from the east were all the Salt Sea as far as the Jordan. And their borders from the north were both from the ridge of the sea and from part of the Jordan; 6 the borders go down by Beth-hoglah and pass from the north by Beth-arabah, and the borders go up near the stone of Bohan, son of Reuben. 7 And the borders go up by the fourth part of the valley of Achor and come down by Taagad, which is in front of the approach of Adummim, which is down by the southwest valley; and they go out by the water of the fountain of the sun. And its outlet will be the spring of En-rogel. 8 And the borders go up to the valley of Hinnom near the south of Jebusites from the southwest. This is of Jerusalem. And the borders cast out upon the mountaintop that is facing the valley of Hinnom toward the sea that is from the side of the land of the Rephaim by the north. 9 And the border goes through from the mountaintop by the spring of water of Nephtoah, and it goes through toward the mountain of Ephron, and the border will lead to Iebaal. This is the city of Kiriath-jearim. 10 And the border will go around from Baal by the sea and go by to Mount Seir on ridge the city of Kiriath-jearim from the north. This is Chislon. And it will come down near the City of the Sun and go along the southwest. 11 And the border will go through by the ridge of Ekron in the north. And the border will go through toward Succoth and go by the border upon the southwest and go by Lemna. And the outlet of the border will be by sea. 12 And as for their borders from the sea, the Great Sea will be a boundary. These are the borders for the sons of Judah going around according to their clans. 

Caleb Captures Hebron

13 And to Caleb, son of Jephunneh, he gave a share among the sons of Judah from the command of God. And Joshua gave him the city of Kiriath-arba, capital of the Anak. This is Hebron. 14 And Caleb son of Jephunneh destroyed from there the three sons of Anak: Susi and Thoalmei and Ahiman. 15 And Caleb went down from there by those who lived in Debir. Now the name of Debir was previously the City of Letters. 16 And Caleb said, “Whoever should capture and destroy the City of Letters and gain power over it, I will give him Achsah, my daughter, as his wife.” 17 And Othniel, son of Kenaz, Caleb’s brother, captured it. And so he gave him Achsah his daughter as his wife. 18 And it happened that she was going out and she advised him, saying, “I will ask my father for a field.” And so she cried out from the donkey, and Caleb said to her, “What is it you want?” 19 And she said to him, “Give me a blessing because in the land of the Negeb you have established me. Give me Boththaneis.” And he gave her Gonaithlan the Upper and Gonaithlan the Lower. 

The Cities of Judah

20 This is the inheritance of the tribe for the sons of Judah. 

21 Now their cities were the cities belonging to the tribe of the sons of Judah near the borders of Edom, near the wilderness of Kabzeel and Eder and Hazor 22 and Kinah and Raamah and Adadah 23 and Kadesh and Hazor and Mainam 24 and Bealoth and their villages, 25 and the city of Kerioth-hezron (this is Hazor), 26 and Amam and Shema and Moladah 27 and Hazar-gaddah and Beth-pelet 28 and Hazar-shual and Beer-sheba, and their towns and their villages 29 Baalah and Bakok and Ezem 30 and Eltolad and Bethel and Hormah 31 and Ziklag and Madmannah and Sansannah 32 and Lebaoth and Shilhim and Ain, twenty-nine cities and their villages. 

33 In the plain: Eshtaol and Zorah and Ashnah 34 and Ramen and Tavoh and Elouthoth and Maiani 35 and Jarmuth and Adullam and Membrah and Socoh and Azeka 36 and Shaaraim and Gederah and their villages, fourteen cities and their towns. 37 Zin and Hadashah and Magada Gad 38 and Dilan and Mizpeh and Jokthe-el 39 and Maches and Bozkath and Eglon 40 and Cabbon and Lahmam and Chitlish 41 and Gederoth and Beth-dagon and Naamah and Makkedah, sixteen cities and their villages. 42 Libnah and Ether and Anoch 43 and Ashnah and Nasib 44 and Keilah and Akiezi and Kezib and Mareshah and Elon, ten cities and their villages. 45 Ekron and its towns and their villages, 46 from Ekron of Gemna and all as many as are neighbors of Asedoth and their villages. 47 Ashdod and their towns and their villages, Gaza and their towns and their villages as far as the Wadi of Egypt, and the Great Sea determines their boundary. 

48 And in the hill country Shamir and Jether and Socoh 49 and Dannah and the City of Letters (this is Debir) 50 and Anab and Eshtemoh and Anim 51 and Goshen and Holon and Giloh, eleven cities and their villages. 52 Arab and Dumah and Eshan 53 and Janim and Beth-tappuah and Aphekah 54 and Humtah and the city of Kiriath-arba (this is Hebron) and Zior, nine cities and their folds. 55 Maon and Carmel and Ziph and Juttah 56 and Jezreel and Jokdeam and Zanoah 57 and Gibeah and Timnah, nine cities and their villages. 58 Halhul and Beth-zur and Gedor 59 and Maarath and Beth-anoth and Eltekon, six cities and their villages. 59a Theco and Ophrah (this is Bethlehem) and Phagor and Aitan and Koulon and Tatam and Eobes and Karem and Galem and Thether and Manocho, eleven cities and their villages. 60 Kiriath-baal (this is the city of Kiriath-jearim) and Sothebah, two cities and their folds. 61 And Beth-arabah and Middin and Secacah 62 and Aichioza and Nibshan and the cities of Sadom and En-gedi, seven cities and their villages. 

63 And the Jebusites continued living in Jerusalem. And the sons of Judah were not able to destroy them, and so the Jebusites dwelled in Jerusalem until that day. 




The Inheritance of Ephraim

16 And the borders of the sons of Joseph were from the Jordan near Jericho from the east, and they will go down from Jericho to the hill country, the wilderness in Bethel of Luz. 2 And it will go to Bethel and pass near the borders of the Archites. 3 And it will go along the lake beside the borders of the Japhletites as far as the borders of Lower Beth-horon, and its outlet will be by the lake. 4 And the sons of Joseph received an inheritance, Ephraim and Manasseh. 

5 And the borders of the sons of Ephraim were according to their clans. And the borders of their inheritance were from the east of Astaroth and Erech as far as Upper Beth-horon and Gazara. 6 And the borders will go near the lake to Michmethath from north of Therma, around to the east to Thenasa and Sellesa, and they will pass by from the east to Janoah 7 and to Macho and Astaroth and their villages. And it will go by Jericho and go through along the Jordan. 8 And from Tappuah the borders will go along the sea by Wadi Kanah, and their outlet will be by the sea. This is the inheritance of the tribe of Ephraim according to their clans, 9 and the cities marked off for the sons of Ephraim in the midst of the inheritance of the sons of Manasseh, all their cities and villages. 10 And Ephraim did not destroy the Canaanites living in Gezer. So the Canaanites continued living in Ephraim until this day, until Pharaoh the king of Egypt came up and captured it and burned it with fire. As for the Canaanites and the Perizzites and those who lived in Gezer, they massacred them. And Pharaoh gave the land as a dowry to his daughter. 




The Inheritance of Manasseh

17 And the borders of the tribe of the sons of Manasseh were, because he was the firstborn from Joseph, to Machir, Manasseh’s firstborn, the father of Gilead, for he was a military man in Gilead and in Bashan. 2 And for the other sons of Manasseh it was according to their clans; to the sons of Abiezer and the sons of Helek and the sons of Asriel and the sons of Shechem and the sons of Shemida and the sons of Hepher, these were the males, according to their clans. 3 And Zelophehad son of Hepher had no sons but instead daughters. And these are the names of the daughters of Zelophehad: Mahlah and Noah and Hoglah and Milcah and Tirzah. 4 And they stood before Eleazar the priest and before Joshua and before the rulers, saying, “God gave the command by the hand of Moses to give us an inheritance in the midst of our brothers.” And so it was given to them by the command of the Lord: a share among the brothers of their father. 5 And their portion of land fell from Manasseh and the plain of Labek, from Gilead, which is beyond the Jordan, 6 because the daughters of the sons of Manasseh inherited a share in the midst of their brothers. But the land of Gilead was for the remaining sons of Manasseh. 7 And the borders for the sons of Manasseh were Delanath, which is opposite the face of the sons of Anath, and it goes by the borders near Jamin and Jassib by the spring of En-tappuah. 8 It will be for Manasseh and Tappuah near the borders of Manasseh to the sons of Ephraim. 9 And the borders will come down along the valley of Kanah by the southwest down the valley of Jezreel; the terebinth tree for Ephraim is by the middle of the city of Manasseh, and the border of Manasseh by the north goes toward the wadi, and its outlet will be the sea. 10 From the southwest is for Ephraim and along the north is Manasseh’s. And the sea will be the border for them, and by Iaseb they will reach along the north and by Issachar from the east. 11 And Manasseh will be in Issachar and in Asher Kaithoan and their villages, and the inhabitants of Dor and their villages, and the inhabitants of Megiddo and their villages, and the third part of Mapheta and its villages. 12 And the sons of Manasseh were not able to destroy these cities, and the Canaanites living in this land were ruled by them. 13 And it came about even when the sons of Israel grew strong, they made the Canaanites subjects; but destroying them, they did not destroy them. 

An Additional Inheritance for Joseph’s Descendants

14 But the sons of Joseph opposed Joshua, saying, “Why did you bequeath us a single share and one portion? I am a numerous people, and God has blessed me!” 15 And Joshua said to them, “If you are a numerous people, go up to the forest and clear it for yourself, if Mount Ephraim is too restricted for you.” 16 And they said, “Mount Ephraim does not please us. And there are excellent horses and iron for the Canaanites who live in Beth-shan and in its villages in the valley of Israel.” 17 And Joshua said to the sons of Joseph, “If you are a numerous people and have great strength, there will not be only a single share for you. 18 For the forest will be yours because there is a forest and you will clear it, and it will be yours also when you destroy the Canaanites because there are excellent horses for them. For you are stronger than they.” 




The Inheritance of the Remaining Tribes

18 And the entire congregation of the sons of Israel assembled in Shiloh, and they pitched there the tent of testimony, and the land was subdued by them. 2 And there remained the sons of Israel who had not inherited anything, seven tribes. 3 And Joshua said to the sons of Israel, “How long will you be lazy in taking possession of the land that the Lord our God gave? 4 Appoint from among you three men from your tribe, and rising they must go through the land and mark it out before me just as it will be necessary to go through it.” And they went through to him. 5 And he divided for them seven parts: “Judah will stand for them as a border from the southwest, and the sons of Joseph will stand for them from the north. 6 Now you, divide the land in seven parts and report to me here and I will distribute for you a share before the Lord our God. 7 For there is no portion for the sons of Levi among you. The priesthood of the Lord is their portion, and Gad and Reuben and the half-tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance beyond the Jordan at the east, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave to them.” 8 And rising, the men went, and Joshua commanded the men who went to survey the land, saying, “Go and survey the land. Then return to me, and here I will distribute to you all the share before the Lord at Shiloh.” 9 And they went and surveyed the land, and they viewed it and wrote about it according to the cities, seven parts, on a document and brought it to Joshua. 10 So Joshua cast a lot for them in Shiloh before the Lord. 

The Inheritance of Benjamin

11 And the share of Benjamin came out first according to their clans, and the borders of their share went out between Judah and the sons of Joseph. 12 And their borders were from the north: from the Jordan the border will go up by the ridge of Jericho from the north and will go up by the mountain by the sea, and its outlet will be Madbaritis Beth-aven. 13 And the borders will go through Luz from there at the rear of Luz from the southwest of it. This is Bethel. And the borders will go down to Ataroth-addar by the hill country, that is to the southwest of Beth-horon the Lower. 14 And the borders will go through and come near the mountain looking over the sea from the southwest, from the mountain opposite the face of Beth-horon southwestward. And its outlet will be in Kiriath-baal. This is Kiriath-jearim, a city of the sons of Judah. This is the part toward the sea. 15 And the part toward the southwest is from the part of Kiriath-baal, and the borders will go through to Gasin by the spring of water of Nephtoah, 16 and the borders will go down near this part opposite the face of the wooded valley Sonnam, which is from part of Rephaim from the north, and it will go down to Hinnom by the south of the Jebusites, from the south it will go down by the spring of En-rogel, 17 and it will go through along the spring of Beth-shemesh and pass by at Geliloth, which is opposite toward the ascent of Adummim, and it will go down by the stone of Bohan, of the sons of Reuben, 18 and it will go through along the ridge of Beth-arabah from the north and go down 19 along the borders at the open seaa from the north. And the outlet of the borders will be by the ridge of the Salt Sea by the north toward part of the Jordan from the south. These are the borders from the south. 20 And the Jordan will act as a boundary from the eastern side. This is the inheritance of the sons of Benjamin, its borders going around according to their clans. 21 And the cities of the sons of Benjamin according to their clans were Jericho and Beth-hoglah and Emek-keziz 22 and Beth-arabah and Sarai and Bethel 23 and Avvim and Purah and Ephratha 24 and Chephar-ammoni and Chephirah and Moni and Geba, twelve cities and their villages. 25 Gibeon and Ramah and Beeroth 26 and Mizpeh and Chephirah and Mozah 27 and Phira and Kaphan and Nakan and Selekan and Taralah 28 and Jebus (this is Jerusalem) and the cities and Gibeah of Benjamin according to their clans. 




The Inheritance of Simeon

19 And the second share of the sons of Simeon went out, and their inheritance was among the shares of the sons of Judah. 2 And their share was Beer-sheba and Shimea and Moladah 3 and Hazar-shual and Balah and Iason 4 and Eltolad and Bethul and Hormah 5 and Ziklag and Beth-marcaboth and Hazar-susah 6 and Beth-lebaoth and their fields, thirteen cities and their villages; 7 Ain and Thalcha and Jether and Ashan, four cities and their villages, 8 around their cities as far as Baalath-beer going to Ramah of the Negeb by the south. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the sons of Simeon according to their clans. 9 The inheritance of the tribe of the sons of Simeon was from the share of Judah because the portion of the sons of Judah was larger than theirs, and so the sons of Simeon received their inheritance among the midst of their share. 

The Inheritance of Zebulun

10 And the third share went out to Zebulun according to their clans. The borders of their inheritance will be Sarid. Their border is 11 the sea and Maralah, and it will reach to Dabbesheth in the ravine that is opposite the face of Jokneam. 12 And it returns from Sarid opposite from the eastb of Beth-shemesh by the borders of Chisloth-tabor, and it will go through by Daberath and go up by Japhia, 13 and from there it will go around from opposite the east by Gebere by the city of Eth-kazin and go through along Rimmon Amathar Neah; 14 and the borders will go around by the north by Hannathon, and their outlet will be by Gephael 15 and Kattath and Nahalal and Shimron and Jericho and Bethlehem. 16 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the sons of Zebulun according to their clans, cities and their villages. 

The Inheritance of Issachar

17 And to Issachar, the fourth share came out. 18 And their borders were Jezreel and Chesulloth and Shunem 19 and Agin and Shion and Reeroth and Anaharath 20 and Rabbith and Kishon and Ebez 21 and Remeth and Jeon and Tomman and En-haddah and Beth-pazzez 22 and the borders will reach beside Tabor and Salim by the sea and Beth-shemesh; and the outlet of their border will be the Jordan. 23 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the sons of Issachar according to their clans, the cities and their villages. 

The Inheritance of Asher

24 And the fifth share went out to Asher. 25 And their borders were from Helkath and Hali and Beten and Achshaph 26 and Allammelech and of Ammiel and Mishal. And it will reach Carmel by the sea and Zion and Labanath. 27 And it will return from the easta and Beth-dagon and will reach Zebulun and from Ai and Iphtah-el by the north, and the borders will go in Sapthebethme and Neiel and go through toward Choba-masomel 28 and Ebron and Rahab and Hammon and Kanah as far as Sidon the Great. 29 Then the borders will turn toward Ramah as far as the spring of Masphassat and Tyre, and then the borders will turn near Hosah. And their outlet will be the sea and from Leb and Achzib 30 and Archob and Aphek and Rehob. 31 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the sons of Asher according to their clans, cities and their villages. 

The Inheritance of Naphtali

32 And to Naphtali the sixth share went out. 33 And their borders were Heleph and Mola and Besemiin and Arme and Nabok and Jabneel as far as Lakkum. And their outlet was the Jordan. 34 And the borders return upon the sea of Enath of Tabor and go through from there to Hukkok, and it will reach Zebulun from the south, and Asher; it will reach along the sea and the Jordan from the east. 35 And the fortified cities of the Tyres, Tyre and Hammath, Rakkath and Chinnereth 36 and Adamah and Ramah and Hazor 37 and Kedesh and Edrei and the spring of En-hazor 38 and Iron and Migdal-el, Horem and Beth-anath and Beth-shemesh. 39 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the sons of Naphtali. 

The Inheritance of Dan

40 And to Dan the seventh share went out. 41 And their borders were Zorah and Asa, the cities of Ir-shemesh 42 and Shaalabbin and Aijalon and Ithlah 43 and Elon and Timnah and Ekron 44 and Eltekeh and Gibbethon and Baalath 45 and Azor and Bene-berak and Gath-rimmon; 46 and from the sea of Me-jarkon the border is beside Joppa.b 48 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the sons of Dan, according to their clans, their cities and their villages; 48a and the sons of Dan did not force out the Amorites who afflicted them in the mountains. And the Amorites did not allow them to go down to the valley. And they reduced the border of their portion from them. 47 And the sons of Judah went and made war against Lachish and overtook them and struck them down with the edge of the sword. And they inhabited it and called its name, Leshem. 47a And the Amorites continued to live in Elon and in Salamin, and the hand of Ephraim weighed down on them, and they became as a tribute for them. 

49 And they proceeded to come into possession of the land according to their border. And the sons of Israel gave a share to Joshua the son of Nun among them, 50 by the command of God. And so they gave him the city that he requested, Timnath-serah, which is in Mount Ephraim. And he built the city and lived in it. 

51 These are the divisions that Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the rulers of the families gave as an inheritance among the tribes of Israel according to their shares at Shiloh before the Lord, before the doors of the tent of the testimony. And they proceeded to come into possession of the land. 




The Cities of Refuge

20 And the Lord spoke to Joshua, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘Establish the cities for places of refuge that I spoke to you through Moses, 3 a place of refuge for the slayer who struck down a life unintentionally. And the cities will be for you a place of refuge, and the slayer will not be killed by the next of kin by blood until he might stand before the congregation for judgment.’ ”a 7 And he set apart Kadesh in Galilee in the mountainous region of Naphtali, and Shechem in the mountainous region of Ephraim, and the city of Kiriath-arba (this is Hebron) in the mountainous region of Judah. 8 And in the region beyond the Jordan, he gave them Bezer in the wilderness in the plain from the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in the Bashan from the tribe of Manasseh. 9 These are the cities designated for the sons of Israel and for the traveler residing among them, to flee for refuge there, for all who strike down a life unintentionally, so that he might not die in the hand of the relatives by blood until he can stand before the congregation for judgment. 




Cities for the Levites

21 And the leaders of the families of the sons of Levi approached Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the leaders of the families from the tribes of Israel. 2 And they spoke to them in Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, “The Lord commanded by the hand of Moses to give us cities to live in and the surrounding lands for our livestock.” 3 And the sons of Israel gave the Levites, during the giving of the inheritance by the command of the Lord, the cities and their surrounding lands. 4 And the share went out to the clan of Kohath, and there were for the sons of Aaron the priest, the Levites, from the tribe of Judah and from the tribe of Simeon and from the tribe of Benjamin, according to lot, thirteen cities. 5 And for the sons of Kohath, remaining from the tribe of Ephraim and from the tribe of Dan and from the half-tribe of Manasseh, there were according to lot, ten cities. 6 And for the sons of the Gershonites from the tribe of Issachar and from the tribe of Asher and from the tribe of Naphtali and from the half-tribe of Manasseh in the Bashan, thirteen cities. 7 And among the sons of the Merarites according to their clans, from the tribe of Reuben and from the tribe of Gad and from the tribe of Zebulun according to lot, there were twelve cities. 

8 And the sons of Israel gave the Levites the cities and their surrounding lands in that manner the Lord commanded Moses, according to lots. 9 And the tribe of the sons of Judah and the tribe of the sons of Simeon and some from the tribe of the sons of Benjamin gave these cities, and they were assigned 10 to the sons of Aaron from the clan of Kohath of the sons of Levi because this was the share. 11 And he gave them Kiriath-arba, the capital city of the Anak (this is Hebron) in the mountains of Judah and the surrounding lands. 12 And the fields of the city and its villages, Joshua gave to the sons of Caleb, son of Jephunneh, for a possession. 13 And to the sons of Aaron he gave a city, a place of refuge for those who kill—Hebron—and the lands marked off with it, and Libnah and the lands marked off by it, 14 and Ailom and the lands marked off for it, and Eshtemoa and the lands marked off for it, 15 and Holon and the lands marked off for it, and Debir and the lands marked off for it, 16 and Asa and the lands marked off for it, and Juttah and the lands marked off for it, and Beth-shemesh and the lands marked off for it—nine cities from these two tribes. 17 And from the tribe of Benjamin was Gibeon and the lands marked off for it, and Geba and the lands marked off for it, 18 and Anathoth and the lands marked off for it, and Almon and the lands marked off for it—four cities. 19 All the cities of the sons of Aaron the priest: thirteen. 20 And to the clan, the sons of Kohath, the Levites, who remained from the sons of Kohath, there was also a city for their priests from the tribe of Ephraim. 21 And they gave them the city for a place of refuge for the one who kills, Shechem and the lands marked off for it, and Gazara and the lands beside it and the lands marked off for it, 22 and Beth-horon and the lands marked off for it—four cities. 23 And from the tribe of Dan, Elteke and the lands marked off for it, and Gibbethon and the lands marked off for it, 24 and Elon and the lands marked off for it, and Gath-rimmon and the lands marked off for it—four cities. 25 And from the half-tribe of Manasseh, Taanach and the lands marked off for it, and Jebatha and the lands marked off for it—two cities. 26 In all there were ten cities as well as the lands marked off by it to them for the clan of the sons of Kohath who remained. 27 And for the sons of Gershonites, the Levites from the half-tribe of Manasseh, the cities marked off for the person who kills were Golan in Bashan and the lands marked off for it, and Beeshterah and the lands marked off for it—two cities. 28 And from the tribe of Issachar was Kishion and the lands marked off for it, and Daberath and the lands marked off for it, 29 and Jarmuth and the lands marked off for it, and the Spring of Letters and the lands marked off for it—four cities. 30 And from the tribe of Asher was Mishal and the lands marked off for it, and Abdon and the lands marked off for it, 31 and Helkath and the lands marked off for it, and Rahab and the lands marked off for it—four cities. 32 And from the tribe of Naphtali were the cities marked off for those who kill, Kedesh in Galilee and the lands marked off for it, and Nemmath and the lands marked off for it, and Themmon and the lands marked off for it—three cities. 33 All the cities of Gershon according to their clans: thirteen cities. 34 And for the clan of the sons of Merarite, for the Levites remaining, from the tribe of Zebulun there was Maon and its surrounding lands, and Kadesh and its surrounding lands, 35 and Zillah and its surrounding lands—three cities. 36 And beyond the Jordan by Jericho from the tribe of Reuben, the cities for refuge for the one who kills were Bezer in the wilderness, Mishor and its surrounding lands, and Jahzah and its surrounding lands, 37 and Kedemoth and its surrounding lands, and Mephaath and its surrounding lands—four cities. 38 And from the tribe of Gad, the city for refuge for the one who kills was Ramoth in Gilead and its surrounding lands, Mahanaim and its surrounding lands, 39 and Heshbon and its surrounding lands, and Jazer and its surrounding lands. In total, there were four cities. 40 All the cities for the sons of Merari, according to their clans of those who remained from the tribe of Levi, and the borders were the twelve cities. 41 All cities of the Levites in the midst of the possession of the sons of Israel totaled forty-eight cities and their surrounding lands, 42 around these cities, a city and the surrounding lands around the cities, for all these cities. 42a And Joshua finished distributing the land in their boundaries. 42b And the sons of Israel gave a portion to Joshua according to the command of the Lord; they gave to him the city for which he asked; they gave to him Timnath-serah in the mountain of Ephraim. 42c And Joshua built the city, and he lived in it. 42d And Joshua took the swords of stone by which he circumcised the sons of Israel who were on the way in the desert, and he placed them in Timnath-serah. 

43 And so the Lord gave Israel all the land that he swore to give to their ancestors, and they inherited it and settled in it. 44 And the Lord made them rest all around, just as he swore to their ancestors. No one rose up against them from all their enemies. All their enemies, the Lord handed over into their hands. 45 Not one promise failed from all the good words that the Lord spoke to the sons of Israel. All of them happened. 




The Eastern Tribes Return Home

22 Then Joshua called together the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh, 2 and he said to them, “You have heard everything, as much as Moses, the servant of the Lord, commanded you, and you paid attention to my voice, according to everything, as much as he commanded you. 3 You have not abandoned your brothers these many days until the present day. You kept the command of the Lord your God. 4 And now the Lord our God has brought rest to our brothers the way he told them. Now, therefore, in returning depart to your homes and to the land of your possession that Moses gave to you in the region of them beyond the Jordan. 5 But you must take very much care to do the commands and the law that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded us to do: to love the Lord our God, to go by all his ways, to keep his commands, and to hold fast to him, and to serve him with your whole mind and with your whole soul.” 6 And then Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their homes. 

7 And to the half-tribe of Manasseh, Moses gave an inheritance in Bashan and to the half Joshua gave an inheritance with its brothers in the region of them beyond the Jordan by the sea. And when Joshua sent away them to their homes and blessed them, 8 and with much wealth they departed to their homes and very much livestock and silver and gold and iron and much clothing, and they divided the plunder of the enemies with their brothers. 

The Eastern Tribes Build an Altar

9 And so the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of the descendants of Manasseh went from the sons of Israel in Shiloh in the land of Canaan to depart to the land of Gilead to the land of their possession that they inherited by the command of the Lord by the hand of Moses. 10 And they came to Gilgal along the Jordan, which is in the land of Canaan, and the sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben and the half-tribe of Manasseh built there an altar along the Jordan, a great altar upon which to look. 11 And the sons of Israel heard, saying, “Look, the sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben and the half-tribe of Manasseh built an altar at the border of the land of Canaan by Gilead along the Jordan in the region beside the sons of Israel.” 12 And all the sons of Israel assembled at Shiloh to go up to prepare for war against them. 

13 And the sons of Israel sent to the sons of Reuben and to the descendants of Gad and to the sons of the half-tribe of Manasseh in the land of Gilead, Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the high priest, 14 and twelve of the rulers with him, one ruler from each ancestral house from all the tribes of Israel. They were rulers of the ancestral houses, commanders of thousands in Israel. 15 And they came to the sons of Gad and to the sons of Reuben and to the half-tribe of Manasseh in the region of Gilead, and they spoke to them, saying, 16 “This is what the entire congregation of the Lord says, ‘What is this sin that you committed before the God of Israel to turn back today from the Lord, building for you, yourselves, an altar that you should become rebels from the Lord? 17 Is the sin of Peor small to you that we have not been clean from him until this day and there was a plague among the congregation of the Lord? 18 And you, did you turn away today from the Lord? And it will be, if you should depart today from the Lord, tomorrow upon all Israel there will be anger. 19 And now, if the land of your possession is too small, cross over to the land of the Lord’s possession, there where the tent of the Lord resides, and you will receive an inheritance among us; and do not become rebels from God and do not depart from the Lord by building your altar separate from the altar of the Lord our God. 20 Look, did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a sin from the cursed thing and upon the whole congregation of Israel there was anger? And did he himself alone die for his own sin?’ ” 

21 And the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh responded and spoke to the commanders of thousands of Israel, saying, 22 “God, the Lord is God, and God, God himself knows, and Israel itself will know; if we have committed sin in rebellion before the Lord, may he never deliver us in this! 23 And if we build an altar for ourselves so as to depart from the Lord our God, so as to offer on it a sacrifice of a burnt offering, so as to do upon it a sacrifice of deliverance, the Lord will demand an account of us. 24 But because of discretion about the matter, we did this, saying, ‘So that in the future your children might not say to our children, “What is the Lord God of Israel to you?” ’ 25 And the Lord set boundaries between us and you, the Jordan, and there is no portion of the Lord for you. And your sons will alienate our sons so that they will not worship the Lord. 26 And we said that we would act in this way, to build this altar not for burnt offerings nor for sacrifice, 27 but that this would be a testimony between us and you and between our sons with you to serve in service to the Lord before you in our burnt offerings and in our sacrifices and in sacrifices of deliverance. And your children will not say to our children, tomorrow, ‘There is no portion of the Lord for you.’ 28 And we said, ‘If it should happen at any time, and they should speak to us and our sons tomorrow and say, “See, the likeness of an altar of the Lord that our ancestors built neither for burnt offerings nor for sacrifice, but it is a testimony between you and us and between our sons.” ’ 29 May it never be, therefore, that we turn back from the Lord on the present day to depart from the Lord so as that we build an altar for the burnt offerings and the sacrifice of salameina and the sacrifice of deliverance, except the altar of the Lord that is before his tent.” 

30 And Phinehas the priest and all the rulers of the congregation of Israel who were with him heard the words that the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh spoke, and it pleased them. 31 And Phinehas the priest said to the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh, “Today we have seen that the Lord is with us because you did not commit sin before the Lord and that you have delivered the sons of Israel from the hand of the Lord.” 32 And Phinehas the priest as well as the rulers returned from the sons of Reuben and from the sons of Gad and from the half-tribe of Manasseh, from Gilead to the land of Canaan to the sons of Israel; and they reported the words to them. 33 And it pleased the sons of Israel; and they spoke to the sons of Israel, and they blessed the God of the sons of Israel and said, “No longer will we go up to them in battle to destroy the land of the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh.” And they settled on it. 34 And Joshua named the altar of the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh and said, “It is a witness between them that the Lord is their God.” 




Joshua Exhorts the People

23 And it happened that after many days after the Lord brought rest to Israel from all their enemies all around, that Joshua was old, advanced in age. 2 So Joshua convened all the sons of Israel and their council and their rulers and their scribes and their judges, and he said to them, “I have grown old and have become advanced in age. 3 Now you have seen as much as the Lord our God did to all these nations from before us because it was the Lord our God who made war with us. 4 See that whatever I said to you, the nations are being left behind for you, these are among the shares for your tribes from the Jordan all the nations, also some I destroyed, and from the Great Sea. It will be a boundary at the setting of the sun. 5 The Lord our God, he will destroy them from before us until they should be destroyed and he will send against them wild animals until he should destroy them and their kings from your face, and you will receive their land just as the Lord our God told you. 6 Therefore, be very strong to keep and do all that is written in the document of the law of Moses so that you might turn neither to the right nor the left, 7 so that you might not go to these nations left behind, and the names of their gods will not be named among you. Neither shall you in any way bow down to them nor serve them, 8 but to the Lord our God you will hold fast just as you have done until this day. 9 And the Lord will utterly destroy them from your face, nations great and strong, and no one stood before us until this day. 10 One of you has pursued thousands because the Lord our God made war with us just as he said to us. 

11 “And take very much care to love the Lord our God. 12 For if you should turn back and join these nations that remain with you and make marriages with them and integrate with them and they with you, 13 know that the Lord will not continue to destroy these nations from our face, and they will become to you as a snare and as a stumbling block and as nails in your heels and as arrows in your eyes until you should be destroyed from this good land that the Lord your God gave you. 14 But I am departing on the way, just as also everyone in the land, and you will know in your heart and your soul, not one word from all the words that the Lord our God said to everything that belongs to us fell to the ground; not one is lost from them. 15 And it will be the way all the good words that the Lord spoke to us have come to us, so the Lord God will bring upon you all the evil words until he removes you from this good land that the Lord gave you, 16 when you disobey the covenant of the Lord our God that he commanded us, by leaving that you might serve other gods and bow to them.” 




The Covenant Is Renewed

24 And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shiloh and convened their elders and their scribes and their judges, and he set them in front of their God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord the God of Israel says, ‘Beyond the river your ancestors settled from the beginning, Terah, Abraham’s father and the father of Nahor, and served other gods. 3 And I took your father Abraham from beyond the river and led him in all the land and multiplied his seed and gave him Isaac, 4 and Isaac, Jacob and Esau. I gave Esau the mountain of Seir for him to inherit, and Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt and became there as a great nation, many and strong, and the Egyptians afflicted them. 5 And he struck Egypt by what he did to them, and after this he brought 6 our fathers out from Egypt. And you went into the Red Sea, and the Egyptians closely pursued after our fathers in chariots and on horses into the Red Sea. 7 And we cried out to the Lord, and he appointed a cloud and darkness between us and the Egyptians and brought upon them the sea and covered them. And your eyes saw as much as the Lord did in the land of Egypt. And you were in the wilderness many days. 8 And he brought us into the land of the Amorites who live beyond the Jordan, and the Lord delivered them into our hands, and you inherited their land and removed them from your face. 9 And Balak, the son of Zippor, king of Moab, stood and prepared for battle against Israel; and sending for him, he invited Balaam to curse us. 10 And the Lord your God did not want to destroy you, and he blessed us with a blessing, and rescued us from their hands, and delivered them. 11 And you crossed over the Jordan and arrived in Jericho, and they made war against us, the inhabitants of Jericho: the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites and the Hittites and the Girgashites; and the Lord put them in our hands. 12 And he sent the hornet ahead of us, and he sent out from before us twelve kings of the Amorites neither by your sword nor by your bow. 13 And he gave you land upon which you did not toil and cities which you did not build, and you settled in them, and vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant you will eat from. 14 And now, fear the Lord and serve him in uprightness and in righteousness, and put away the foreign gods that our fathers served in the region beyond the river and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 But if it is not pleasing to you to serve the Lord, choose for you yourselves today whom you will serve, whether the gods of your fathers in the region of them beyond the river or the gods of the Amorites among whom you live upon their land. I and my household will serve the Lord because he is holy.’ ” 

16 And in response, the people said, “May it never happen to us that we should depart from the Lord to serve other gods. 17 The Lord our God, he is God. He brought us up, and our fathers, from Egypt and protected us on the whole way that we went on it, and among all the nations that we passed by. 18 And the Lord drove out the Amorites and all the nations dwelling in the land from our face, but we also will serve the Lord for he is our God.” 19 And Joshua said to the people, “You will not be able to serve the Lord because he is a holy God and he is zealous. He will not forgive your sins and your transgressions. 20 When you abandon the Lord and serve other gods, then coming upon you, he will afflict you and consume you because he did good for you.” 21 And the people said to Joshua, “No. Rather we will serve the Lord.” 22 And Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves because you have chosen the Lord, to serve him. 23 And now remove the other gods among you and direct your heart to the Lord God of Israel.” 24 And the people said to Joshua, “The Lord we serve, and his voice we listen to.” 25 And Joshua established a covenant with the people on that day, and he gave them law and judgment in Shiloh before the tent of the God of Israel. 

26 And he wrote these words in the document of the law of God and took a large stone, and Joshua set it by the terebinth tree in front of the Lord. 27 And Joshua said to the people, “Look, this stone is among you to be evidence because it has heard everything that was said to it by the Lord, whatever he spoke to us today, and this will be among you to be a witness at the last day when you should deal falsely with the Lord my God.” 28 And Joshua sent the people away, and they went, each to his home. 

29 And it happened after that and Joshua son of Nun, servant of the Lord, died at the age of one hundred and twelve years. 30 And they buried him at the border of his inheritance in Timnath-serah in Mount Ephraim from the north of the mount of Gilead. 30a There they put with him as a memorial, at the place that they buried him there, the flint swords by which he circumcised the sons of Israel at Gilgal when he brought them out from Egypt just as the Lord directed them. And there they remain until this very day. 31 And Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua and all the days of the elders as many as had experienced the time with Joshua and as many as had seen all the deeds of the Lord, as many as he did for Israel. 32 And the bones of Joseph the sons of Israel brought up from Egypt. And they buried them in Shechem in the part of the field that Jacob had acquired from the Amorites who lived by Shechem for one hundred lambs. 

33 And it happened with these events that Eleazar, son of Aaron the high priest, passed away and was buried in Gibeah of Phinehas his son, which he gave him on Mount Ephraim. 33a On that day, when the sons of Israel took the ark of God, they carried it around among themselves, and Phinehas served as the priest in place of Eleazar his father until he died and was buried in Gibeah, in his own place. 33b But the sons of Israel departed, each to his home and to their own city. And the sons of Israel worshipped Astarte and Ashtaroth and the gods of the nations surrounding them. And so the Lord put them into the hands of Eglon the king of Moab, and he ruled over them eighteen years. 





JUDGES




Israel Continues Its Conquest

1 Now it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the sons of Israel inquired through the Lord saying, “Who will go up first for us against the Canaanites to make war against them?” 2 And the Lord said, “Judah will go up. Look, I have given the land into his hand.” 3 And Judah said to Simeon his brother, “Go up with us to my lot and let us array ourselves against the Canaanites, and I in turn will proceed after you into your lot.” And Simeon went with him. 4 Now Judah went up, and the Lord delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand, and he struck them in Bezek up to ten thousand men. 5 They overtook Adoni-bezek in Bezek, and they arrayed against him; and they struck the Canaanites and Perizzites. 6 But Adoni-bezek fled, and they chased after him. Then they captured him and cut off the tips of his hands and the tips of his feet. 7 And Adoni-bezek said, “Seventy kings—with the tips of their hands and the tips of their feet cut off—would glean the scraps from under my table. Therefore just as I have done, thus God has repaid me.” And they led him up to Jerusalem, and he died there. 

8 The sons of Judah made war with Jerusalem; they besieged it and struck it with the edge of a sword and burned the city with fire. 9 After this the sons of Judah went down to make war against the Canaanites dwelling in the hill country, in the south, and on the plain. 10 And Judah went against the Canaanites dwelling in Hebron, and Hebron came out from opposite. (The name of Hebron was formerly Kiriath-arba.) And they struck Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai, the sons of Anak. 11 And they went up from there against the inhabitants of Debir. (The name of Debir was formerly Kiriath-sephar, “The City of Books.”) 12 Caleb said, “If someone strikes the City of the Books and occupies it, I will give him Aschah my daughter for a wife.” 13 And Othniel son of Kenaz, the younger brother of Caleb, occupied it. And Caleb gave him Aschah his daughter for a wife. 14 And it came to pass at her entrance that Othniel urged her to ask from her father a field. And she murmured and cried from atop the donkey: “To the land of the south you have delivered me!” And Caleb said to her, “What is to you?” 15 And Aschah said to him, “Give now to me a blessing, for you have delivered me to the land of the south; give to me also the ransoming of water.” And Caleb gave to her according to her heart the ransoming of the upper spring and the ransoming of the lower spring. 

16 And the sons of Jethro the Kenite, the in-law of Moses, went up from the City of the Palms with the sons of Judah to the wilderness south of Judah, which is at the descent of Arad. They dwelt there with the people. 17 Now Judah went with Simeon his brother, and he struck the Canaanites dwelling in Zephath; they utterly destroyed them. And he called the name of the city “Accursed.” 18 And Judah did not receive an inheritance from Gaza or its borders, nor from Ashkelon or its borders, nor from Ekron or its borders, nor from Ashdod or its suburbs. 19 And the Lord was with Judah, and he inherited the mountainous region; they were not strong enough to utterly destroy the inhabitants of the valley because Rechab separated them. 20 And they gave Hebron to Caleb just as Moses said, and he inherited from there the three cities of the sons of Anak. 21 And the sons of Benjamin did not receive their share of inheritance from the Jebusites who were dwelling in Jerusalem. The Jebusites dwelt with the sons of Benjamin in Jerusalem up to this day. 

22 And the sons of Joseph also went up, namely those to Bethel, and the Lord was with them. 23 And they encamped and spied out Bethel (the name of this city was formerly Luz). 24 The guards looked and look, a man was going out from the city. And they seized him and said to him, “Show us the entrance of the city, and we will deal with you mercifully.” 25 So he showed them the entrance of the city, and they struck the city with the edge of the sword. The man, however, and his family they released. 26 The man went to the land of Hittites, and he built there a city and called its name Luz. This is its name up to this day. 

27 Now Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shan, which is the city of the Scythians, nor its daughters nor its territories, nor Taanach nor its daughters, nor those inhabitants of Dor nor its daughters, nor the inhabitants of Balak nor its territories nor its daughters, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo nor its territories nor its daughters, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam nor its territories nor its daughters. And the Canaanites began to dwell in this land. 28 And it came to pass when Israel was strong, he made the Canaanites pay tribute; but driving out, he did not drive them out. 29 Ephraim did not drive out the Canaanites dwelling in Gezer. And the Canaanites dwelt in the midst of him, in Gezer, and they were subjected to pay tribute. 30 Zebulun did not drive out the inhabitants of Kidron nor the inhabitants of Nahalol, and the Canaanites dwelt in their midst, and they were subjected to pay tribute. 31 And Asher did not drive out the inhabitants of Acco, and they were subjected to pay tribute, nor the inhabitants of Dor nor the inhabitants of Sidon nor the inhabitants of Ahlab nor Achzib nor Helbah nor Aphik nor Rehob. 32 And Asher dwelt in the midst of the Canaanites, inhabiting the land because he was not strong enough to drive them out. 33 And Naphtali did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh nor the inhabitants of Beth-anath, and Naphtali dwelt in the midst of the Canaanites inhabiting the land. The inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anath, became tribute for them. 

34 And the Amorites forced the sons of Dan into the mountainous region, because they did not permit him to go down into the valley. 35 And the Amorites began to dwell in the mountainous region that contained potsherds in which bears and in which foxes dwell, in Aijalon and in Shaalbim. And the hand of the house of Joseph was heavy on the Amorites, and they became tribute for them. 36 And the boundary of the Amorites was from the ascent of Akrabbim, from Petra and above. 




Israel Disobeys the Lord God

2 A messenger of the Lord went up from Gilgal to the Place of Weeping, to Bethel and to the house of Israel; and he said to them, “Thus says the Lord: ‘I brought you out of Egypt and led you to the land that I swore to your fathers, and I said, “I will not break my covenant that is with you for eternity. 2 And you shall not make a covenant with the one who dwells in this land, nor bow down to their gods; but their graven images you shall break in pieces, their altars you shall tear down.” But you hearkened not to my voice since you have done these things. 3 And I in turn said, “I shall not drive them out from before you, but they will be with you as afflictions, and their gods will be to you as a snare.” ’ ” 4 And it came to pass when the messenger of the Lord said these words against all the sons of Israel that the people lifted their voice and wept. 5 And they named the name of that place “Place of Weeping,” and they sacrificed there to the Lord. 

Joshua Dies

6 Now Joshua sent forth the people, and a man went to his inheritance to take possession of the land. 7 And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua and all the days of the elders who lived many days with Joshua, who knew all the great works of the Lord, as many as he did in Israel. 8 And Joshua son Nun, servant of the Lord, died, a son of one hundred and ten years. 9 And they buried him inside the borders of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, which is in the hill country of Ephraim, from the north of the hill country of Gaash. 10 And indeed, that whole generation was added to their fathers; but another generation arose after them that did not know the Lord or also the work that he did before in Israel. 

Israel Worships the Baals

11 So the sons of Israel did evil before the face of the Lord and served the Baals. 12 And they left the Lord, the God of their fathers, the one who led them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods from the gods of the nations around them and worshipped them and provoked the Lord. 13 They also deserted him and served Baal and the Astartes. 14 So the Lord was angered with wrath on account of Israel; he delivered them into the hand of captors, and they were plundered; then he gave them up into the hand of their enemies from all around, and they were no longer strong enough to stand before the face of their enemies 15 among whomever they went. The hand of the Lord was against them for evil, just as the Lord said and just as the Lord swore to them, and he afflicted them very much. 16 Thus the Lord raised up judges, and the Lord delivered them from the hand of the ones who captured them. 17 Nonetheless, they did not obey the judges. For they prostituted themselves after other gods and bowed down to them. They turned away swiftly from the way that their fathers listened to the words of the Lord; they did not do likewise. 

18 Now when the Lord raised up judges for them, the Lord was with the judge, and he delivered them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For the Lord was encouraged from their groaning from the face of those besieging them and afflicting them. 19 And it came to pass when the judge died at that time, they turned away and again corrupted themselves more than their fathers, going after other gods to serve them and to bow down to them. They did not abandon their practices and their stubborn ways. 20 And the Lord was angered with wrath on account of Israel, and he said, “Because this nation transgressed my covenant which I commanded their fathers, and they did not listen to my voice, 21 therefore I will not proceed to drive out a man from the face of them from the nations that Joshua son of Nun left behind in the land when he died, 22 to test Israel by them if they will keep the way of the Lord to walk in it the way their fathers kept it or not.” 23 And the Lord will permit these nations to remain, neither driving them out quickly nor delivering them into the hand of Joshua. 




Some Nations Remain in the Land

3 And these are the nations that the Lord allowed to remain to test Israel with them (namely, all those that did not know the wars of Canaan, 2 to teach warfare to the generations of Israel, those that had not experienced them before). 3 The five satrapies of the foreigners and all the Canaanites, the Sidonians and the Hivites dwelling in Lebanon, from the hill country of Hermon up to Lebo Hemath. 4 And this occurred to test Israel by them and to learn whether they would obey the commands of the Lord that he commanded their ancestors by the hand of Moses. 5 The sons of Israel dwelt in the midst of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 6 And they took their daughters for themselves as wives, and their daughters they gave to their sons, and they served their gods. 

Othniel

7 The sons of Israel did evil against the Lord and forgot the Lord their God, and they served the Baals and the sacred groves. 8 So the Lord was wrathfully angrya with Israel, and he gave them up into the hand of Cushan-Rishathaim, king of the Rivers of Syria, and the sons of Israel served Cushan-Rishathaim eight years. 9 Then the sons of Israel cried out to the Lord; so the Lord raised up a deliverer to Israel and delivered them: Othniel, son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. 10 The Spirit of the Lord was upon him: He judged Israel and went into war against Cushan-Rishathaim. And the Lord delivered into his hand Cushan-Rishathaim, king of the Rivers of Syria, and his hand was strengthened against Cushan-Rishathaim. 11 Then the land was at rest forty years. And Othniel, son of Kenaz, died. 

Ehud

12 The sons of Israel continued to do evil before the Lord, and the Lord strengthened Eglon king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil before the Lord. 13 So he gathered to himself all the people of Ammon and the Amalekites; and they went and struck Israel and seized possession of the City of the Palms. 14 The sons of Israel served Eglon king of Moab eighteen years. 

15 And the sons of Israel cried out to the Lord, so he raised up for them the deliverer Ehud, son of Gera son of a Benjamite, an ambidextrous man. The sons of Israel sent a gift by his hand to Eglon king of Moab. 16 Ehud also made for himself a two-edged sword of span in length, and he wore it under the cloak against his right thigh. 17 Then he went and brought up the gift to Eglon king of Moab, who was a very handsome man. 

18 When Ehud finished presenting the gift, he sent away those carrying the gift. 19 And turning back from the carved images—those near Gilgal—Ehud said, “I have a message,b a secret one for you, O king.” And Eglon said to him, “Be silent.” Then he sent away from himself everyone attending to him. 20 And Ehud went in to him, for Eglon was sitting in his most private summer room upstairs. Then Ehud said, “I have a message from Godc for you, O king.” Eglon stood up from the throne, which was near Ehud. 21 And as Eglon was rising, Ehud stretched out his left hand, seized the sword from above his right thigh, and planted it in his belly. 22 And the hilt went in as well after the blade and the fat closed in upon the blade, for Ehud did not draw out the sword from the belly. 23 Then Ehud went out from the porch and passed by the appointed ones, closing the doors of the upstairs room after him and locking them. 24 And he departed. Then Eglon’s servants went up to look; but look, the door of the upstairs room was bolted. And they said, “What if he is emptying his feet in the summer room?” 25 Then they waited until they were ashamed, and look, he still did not open the doors of the upstairs room. So, they took the key and opened it: Look, their master was fallen to the earth dead! 26 Meanwhile, Ehud came through safely while they made uproar, and no one noticed him. He passed by the graven images and came through safely to Seirah. 

27 It came to pass when Ehud came to the land of Israel, he signaled by horn in the hill country of Ephraim. The sons of Israel went down with him from the hill country with Ehud in front of them. 28 And he said to them, “Come down behind me, because the Lord God delivered our enemies, the land of Moab, into our hand.” So, they went down behind him and seized first the crossing of the Jordan at Moab: and he did not allow anyone to cross. 29 And they struck Moab in that day, about ten thousand men, all robust and each a man of might; no man came through safely. 30 Moab was humbled in that day under the hand of Israel, and the land was at rest eighty years. Ehud judged them until he died. 

Shamgar

31 After him there arose Shamgar son of Anath, and he struck the foreigners,a up to six hundred men, with a plowshare as would be pulled by oxen. He, too, delivered Israel. 




Deborah and Barak

4 And the sons of Israel repeated doing evil before the face of the Lord, and Ehud had died. 2 Then the Lord gave up the sons of Israel into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who ruled in Hazor; and the ruler of his forces was Sisera. He dwelt in Harosheth-hagoyim. 3 Then the sons of Israel cried out to the Lord, because he had nine hundred chariots of iron. He oppressed Israel with power for twenty years. 

4 Deborah, a woman and prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, judged Israel in that time. 5 And she would sit under the date palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim. The sons of Israel would go up to her for judgment. 6 Then Deborah sent and called Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh of Naphtali, and she said to him, “Has not the Lord, the God of Israel, commanded you? You shall depart to Mount Tabor and take with you ten thousand men from the sons of Naphtali and from the sons of Zebulun. 7 And I will bring to you at the wadi of Kishon, Sisera, ruler of the forces of Jabin, even his chariots and his throng. Then I will deliver him into your hand.” 

8 Barak said to her, “If you would go with me, I will proceed. But if you do not go, I will not proceed; for I do not know the day in which the Lord prospers the messenger with me.” 9 And she said, “Going, I will go with you; only know that the victory shall not be yours on the way in which you go, because into the hand of a woman the Lord will deliver Sisera.” 

And Deborah arose and went with Barak from Kadesh. 10 And Barak cried out to Zebulun and Naphtali from Kedesh and ten thousand men went up at the feet of him; Deborah went up with him also. 11 Now Heber the Kenite had separated from the Kenites, from the sons of Hobab, father-in-law of Moses, and he erected his tent as far away as the Oak of the Arrogant, which is near Kedesh. 12 And it was reported to Sisera that Barak son of Abinoam went up to Mount Tabor. 13 So Sisera summoned all his chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the people with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the wadi of Kishon. 14 And Deborah said to Barak, “Rise up: this is the day in which the Lord has delivered Sisera into your hand; for the Lord will go before you.” So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with ten thousand men behind him. 15 And the Lord astonished Sisera, all his chariots and all his camp, by the edge of the sword in the presence of Barak. Sisera himself got down from upon his chariot and fled on foot. 16 And Barak pursued after the chariots and the host as far as Harosheth-hagoyim; all the camp of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword. Not even one person was left. 

17 Now Sisera fled by foot to the tent of Jael, wife of Heber and comrade of the Kenite, because there was peace between Jabin king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 18 And Jael went out to a meeting with Sisera and said to him, “Turn aside, my lord, turn aside to me. Do not be frightened.” So, he turned aside to her into the tent, and she clothed him with a covering. 19 Then Sisera said to her, “Give me a little water to drink, I pray, for I thirst.” And she opened the wineskin of milk and gave him a drink; then she covered him. 20 And Sisera said to her, “Stand now at the door of the tent. If it should happen that a man comes to you and asks you, saying, “Is there a man here?” then say, “There is not.” 21 Then Jael wife of Heber took the peg of the tent and put the hammer in her hand and went in with him in secret. And she fixed the peg in his temple and it went through into the earth. And he, greatly astonished, was darkened and died. 

22 Now Barak had been pursuing Sisera, so Jael went out to a meeting with him. She said to him, “Come here, and I will show you the man whom you are seeking.” And he went in with her, and look, Sisera was thrown dead with the peg in his temple. 23 In that day God put Jabin king of Canaan to flight before the sons of Israel. 24 Then the hand of the sons of Israel was going and getting harder against Jabin king of Canaan until the time when they utterly destroyed Jabin king of Canaan. 




The Song of Deborah and Barak

5 Deborah and Barak, son of Abinoam, sang in that day, saying: 

2 A revelation was uncovered in Israel 

when the people ignorantly sinned: praise the Lord! 

3 Hear, O kings, and hearken, O satraps: 

I am to the Lord, I am I will sing, 

I will sing psalms to the Lord God of Israel. 

4 O Lord, when you were going out to Seir 

and marching forth from the field of Edom, 

the earth shook, and heaven dropped dew, 

and the clouds poured water. 

5 Mountains were shaken before the face of the Lord Eloi, 

this Sinai before the face of the Lord God of Israel. 

6 In the days of Shamgar son of Anath, in the day of Jael, 

they quit the ways, and they went on byways 

they went on twisted ways. 

7 The mighty ones quit in Israel, they quit 

until Deborah arose, 

until a mother arose in Israel. 

8 They chose new gods 

when cities of rulers fought; 

a shield perhaps was seen and a spearhead 

among forty thousand in Israel. 

9 My heart is inclined to the commands given in Israel; 

those that are willing among the people: praise the Lord. 

10 Those going upon a she-donkey at noon, 

those seated upon a judgment seat, 

and those going upon the roads of councilors along the way: 

11 Tell fully from the noise of those playing music, 

between those drawing water: 

there they will ascribe righteous acts. 

O Lord, righteous acts will increase in Israel. 

Then the people of the Lord went down into the cities. 

12 Awake, awake, O Deborah. 

Awake, awake to utter a song. 

Rise up, Barak, 

and take captive your captivity, son of Abinoam. 

13 Then comprehension went down to the strong ones, 

the people of the Lord went down for him, among the mighty ones from me. 

14 Ephraim rooted out those in Amalek, 

behind you was Benjamin among your people. 

Machir went down with me searching out, 

and from Zebulun those who draw with the scribe’s rod of record. 

15 And the leaders in Issachar were with Deborah and Barak. 

Thus she sent Barak into the valley by foot. 

Into the portion of Reuben, 

great was the resolution of the heart. 

16 Into what did they sit between the sheepfolds 

to hear the bleating of the messengers? 

Among the divisions of Reuben, 

great was examination of the heart. 

17 Gilead pitched his tents on the other side of the Jordan. 

Why did Dan stay with the ships? 

Asher remained at the coast of the seas 

and at its ports he camped. 

18 Zebulun, the people reproached his soul to death; 

and Naphtali to the heights of the field. 

19 Their kings came, they arrayed themselves; 

then the kings of Canaan fought 

at Taanach on the water of Megiddo; 

a gift of silver they did not take. 

20 From heaven the stars arrayed themselves, 

from their tracks they arrayed themselves against Sisera. 

21 The wadi of Kishon swept them away, 

that ancient brook the Kishon brook; 

my mighty soul will trample him. 

22 Then the heels of the horse were fettered; 

in haste his mighty ones hastened. 

23 “Call down curses on Meroz,” said the angel of the Lord, “call down curses 

on all who dwell in it, 

for they did not come to the help of the Lord, 

to help among the mighty ones.” 

24 Blessed be Jael among women, 

wife of Heber the Kenite, 

above the women in tents may she be blessed. 

25 He asked for water, she gave milk; in a bowl 

of superiors she brought butter. 

26 Her left hand to a peg she stretched out, 

and her right hand to a hammer of laborers. 

Then she hammered Sisera, 

she drove a nail through his head and struck him; 

she drove a nail through his forehead. 

27 Between her feet he rolled, 

he fell, and he lay between her feet. 

Bowing he fell; 

where he bowed, there he fell, departing. 

28 Through the window peered the mother of Sisera, out of the loophole, saying, 

“Why was his chariot put to shame? 

Why do his chariot’s feet tarry?” 

29 Her clever princesses answered to her, 

and she turned back her words herself: 

30 “Will not they find him distributing the spoils? 

He will have compassion to the head of a man. 

The spoils of dyed garments for Sisera, 

spoils of embroidery dyes, 

they are embroiderers’ dyes, spoils for his neck.” 

31 Thus may all your enemies be destroyed, O Lord, 

and those loving him as the going out of the sun in his might. 

And the land was at rest forty years. 




The Midianites Oppress Israel

6 Again the sons of Israel did what was evil before the Lord, so the Lord delivered them up into the hand of Midian for seven years. 2 Then the hand of Midian grew strong against Israel, and the sons of Israel made for themselves holes in the hills, caves, and hanging things away from the face of Midian. 3 And it came to pass, whenever the sons of Israel sowed, then Midian and Amalek went up, and the sons of the east would go up with them, to encamp against them. 4 Then they destroyed their fruit until coming to Gaza, and they did not leave behind a foundation for life in the land of Israel, not even a bull or a donkey among the flocks. 5 For they and their possessions would go up, and their tents would be coming along like locust in a throng; there was no number to them and their camels. They would go up into the land of Israel and utterly destroy it. 6 Israel was impoverished very much from the face of Midian. 

7 So the sons of Israel called to the Lord from the face of the Midianites. 8 The Lord sent forth a man, a prophet, to the sons of Israel, and he said to them, “The Lord, the God of Israel says this: ‘I am he who led you up from the land of Egypt and led you up from the house of your slavery. 9 I rescued you from the hand of Egypt and from the hand of all the ones oppressing you; I drove them out from your face gave to you their land. 10 Then I said to you: “I am the Lord your God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amorites in whose land you shall settle.” But you hearkened not to my voice.’ ” 

The Angel of the Lord Calls Gideon

11 The angel of the Lord came, and he sat under the terebinth, which is in Ophrah, in the land of Joash father of Esdri. His son Gideon was beating out grain in a winepress to escape from the face of Midian. 12 And the angel of the Lord was seen by him and said to him, “The Lord is with you, mighty one of power.” 13 And Gideon said to him, “In me, my Lord! But if the Lord is with us, why have these troubles found us? And where are all his wonders that our fathers fully told us, saying, ‘Did not the Lord lead up us out of Egypt?’ And now he has cast us out, and he has given us into the hand of Midian.” 14 Then the angel of the Lord turned to him and said, “Go in this strength of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Look, I have sent you.” 15 And Gideon said to him, “In me, my Lord, by what shall I save Israel? Look, my thousand is weak in Manasseh, and I am the insignificant one in the house of my father.” 16 So the angel of the Lord said to him, “The Lord shall be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites like one man.” 17 Gideon said to him, “If then I have found mercy in your eye, and you do for me today all that you have said to me, 18 do not depart from here until my coming to you. I will bring forth the sacrifice and put it before your face.” And he said, “I am I will sit until your return.” 

19 Then Gideon went in and prepared a kid of the goats and an ephah of unleavened flour. He put the meat in the basket, and he placed the broth in the pot; then he carried them out to him under the terebinth, and he came near. 20 Then the angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread and put them against that rock and pour out the broth nearby.” And he did thus. 21 The angel of the Lord then stretched out the end of the rod that was in his hand and ignited the meat and the unleavened cakes. And fire went up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. So, the angel of the Lord went from his eyes. 22 Then Gideon saw that this was the angel of the Lord, and Gideon said, “Ah, ah, my Lord, O Lord! For I saw the angel of the Lord face to face.” 23 And the Lord said to him, “Peace to you, do not fear; you shall not die.” 24 Then Gideon built an altar there for the Lord and called it “Peace of the Lord,” its name until this day. It is still in Ophrah of the father of Esdri. 

25 And it came to pass in that night that the Lord said to him, “Take the calf, the bull which is your father’s, and a second calf that is seven years old, and take down the altar of Baal that belongs to your father; also, the sacred grove by it you shall destroy. 26 And you shall build an altar to the Lord your God upon the top of this Maoueka in the arrangement; then take the second calf and offer it as a whole burnt offering with the wood of the sacred grove, which you shall utterly destroy.” 27 So Gideon took ten men from the slaves of himself, and he did it the way the Lord said to him. And it happened as he was afraid to do it by day, because of the house of his father and the men of the city, and he did it by night. 

Gideon Destroys the Altar of Baal

28 The men of the city rose early in the morning; and look, the altar of Baal had been taken down, and the sacred grove by it had been destroyed! They also saw the second calf that he had offered upon the altar that had been built. 29 And a man said to his neighbor, “Who did this thing?” So they sought and searched and learned that Gideon the son of Joash did this thing. 30 The men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out your son and let him be put to death, because he took down the altar of Baal and because he destroyed the sacred grove beside it.” 31 And Gideon son of Joash said to all the men who rose up against him, “Are you now pleading on behalf of Baal, or will you save him? Whoever would plead for him, let him be put to death this morning! If he is a god, let him plead for himself, because he took down his altar.” 32 And he called him on that day Jerubbaal saying, “Let Baal pass judgment on himself, for his altar was taken down.” 

33 All Midian and Amalek and the sons of the east gathered together in the same place, and they encamped in the valley of Jezreel. 34 But the Spirit of the Lord strengthened Gideon; he signaled with a horn, and the Abiezrites were frightened behind him. 35 He also sent out messengers into all Manasseh, and into Asher, into Zebulun, and Naphtali. He then went up to their meeting. 

Gideon Tests the Lord with the Fleece

36 And Gideon said to God, “If you are saving Israel by my hand the way you have said, 37 look, I am setting a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If dew should come upon the fleece alone, and upon all the earth is dryness, I shall know that you shall save Israel by my hand, just as you have said.” 38 And it happened in that way. He rose early on the next day, squeezed out the fleece, and dew dropped from the fleece—a full pot of water. 39 So Gideon said to God, “I pray, do not let your soul be angry with me, and I will speak once further. I will also indeed make a trial with the fleece; once further. May there be dryness upon the fleece alone, and upon all the earth let there be dew.” 40 And God did thus in that night, and there was dryness upon the fleece alone, and dew was upon all the earth. 




Gideon’s Three Hundred Men

7 And Jerubbaal (that is Gideon) rose early, and all the people with him. They encamped by the spring of Arad, and the camp of Midian was toward the north of it from Gibeath in the valley. 2 And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you is plentiful, such that I shall not give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel should boast against me, saying, ‘My hand saved me.’ 3 Now speak truly into the ear of the people, saying, ‘Who is frightened and fearful? Let him turn around and depart from Mount Gilead.’ ” So twenty-two thousand turned from the people, and ten thousand remained. 

4 Then the Lord said to Gideon, “Still the people is plentiful. Bring them down to the water, and I will purge it for you there. It shall be that if I say to you, ‘This one will go with you,’ he will go with you. And all those of whom I say to you, ‘This one will not go with you,’ he will not go with you.” 5 So he brought the people down to the water, and the Lord said to Gideon, “Anyone who laps with his tongue from the water as the dog laps, you will put him in his station, and also anyone who bows upon his knee to drink.” 6 The number of those lapping with their hand to their mouth was three hundred men; all the remaining people bowed on their knees to drink water. 7 And the Lord said to Gideon, “I shall save you with the three hundred men who lap, and I will give Midian into your hand. And all the people will go each to his place.” 8 And they took the provision of the people in their hand, and their horns and every man of Israel he sent forth, each to his tent. But he strengthened the three hundred men. And the camp of Midian was below him in the valley. 

9 It came to pass in that night that the Lord said to him, “Arise, go down into the camp, because I will give it over into your hand. 10 And if you are afraid to go down, you and your servant Purah should go down to the camp 11 and hear what they will say. After this your hands shall be strengthened, and you shall go down into the camp.” 

So, he and Purah his servant went down to the end of the fifty who were in the camp. 12 Midian and Amalek and all the sons of the east were thrown in the valley like locust in a throng, and their camels were innumerable, like the sand upon the shore of the sea in multitude. 13 And Gideon went, and look, there was a man relating to his neighbor a dream. He said, “Look! I dreamed a dream, and look, a loaf of barley bread spun into the camp of Midian and went up to the tent and struck it. It collapsed and turned upside down, and the tent fell completely.” 

14 His neighbor answered and said, “This is nothing if not the sword of Gideon son of Joash, a man of Israel. God has delivered Midian and all the camp into his hand.” 15 And when Gideon heard the explanation of the dream and its interpretation, he bowed before the Lord and returned to the camp of Israel. Then he said, “Arise, for the Lord has delivered into our hand the camp of Midian.” 16 And he divided the three hundred men into three ends, and he put horns into the hands of all, as well as empty water-pots and torches in the water-pots. 17 Then he said to them, “You shall pay attention to me, and thus you shall do. Look, I will go to the front of the camp, and just as I might do, thus you shall do. 18 I and everyone with me will blow on the horn, and you will blow on the horns around the whole of the camp, and say: ‘For the Lord and for Gideon.’ ” 

19 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him entered to the end of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch. Then rousing they roused the guards and blew on the horns and shook off the water-pots that were in their hands. 20 Also the three companies blew on the horns and broke the water-pots and held in their left hands the torches and in their right hands the horns for blowing, and they cried out, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon.” 21 And a man stood in his own place surrounding the camp, and the whole camp of Midian ran and sounded an alarm and fled. 22 But they blew on the three hundred horns, and the Lord set the sword of each man against his neighbor in all of the camp, and the camp fled as far as Beth-acacia toward Zererah, as far as the shore of Abel-meholah by Tabbath. 23 And they called each man of Israel from Naphtali, from Asher, and from all Manasseh, and they pursued after the Midianites. 

24 Now Gideon sent messengers into all the hill country of Ephraim saying, “Come down for a meeting of Midianites, and take for yourselves the water as far as Beth-barah and the Jordan.” And every man of Ephraim cried out and captured the water as far as Beth-barah and the Jordan. 25 And they collected the rulers of Midian and Oreb and Zeeb, and they slew Oreb in the Rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they slew in the Winepress of Zeeb. And they pursued the Midianites, and the head of Oreb, and Zeeb they carried to Gideon from the other side of the Jordan. 




Gideon Pursues Zebah and Zalmunna

8 And a man of Ephraim said to Gideon, “What is this thing you have done to us, not calling us when you advanced to array for battle with the Midianites?” And they argued against him intensely. 2 And he said to them, “What have I done now compared to you? Are the gleanings of Ephraim not better than the harvest of Abiezer? 3 The Lord has delivered into your hand the rulers of Midian, Oreb, and Zeeb; what, am I strong enough to do like you?” Then their spirit relaxed toward him as he said this message. 

4 Then Gideon went to the Jordan and crossed, himself and the three hundred men with him, hungry and yet pursuing. 5 And he said to the men of Succoth, “Give, I pray, bread as provisions for this people, who are at my feet; for they are coming to an end. Look, I am pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian.” 6 And the rulers of Succoth said, “Is the hand of Zebah and Zalmunna now in your hand that we should give bread to your forces?” 7 And Gideon said, “Because of this, when the Lord gives Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, then I will thresh your flesh in the thorns of the wilderness and with the briers. 8 And he went up from there to Penuel and spoke to them in like manner. The men of Penuel answered him in the way the men of Succoth had answered. 9 And Gideon said to the men of Penuel, “When I return with peace, I will utterly destroy this tower.” 

10 And Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, and their camp with them, about fifteen thousand, all those left behind from the whole camp of the foreigners. And the fallen were one hundred twenty thousand men who drew the sword. 11 Gideon went up in the way of those encamping in tents from eastward of Nobah and Jogbehah, and he struck the camp while the camp was in sure confidence. 12 So Zebah and Zalmunna fled, and he pursued after them and captured the two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and he astonished all the camp. 

13 Then Gideon son of Joash returned from the place of battle from above the place of battle of Heres.a 14 He also captured a child from the men of Succoth and questioned him, and he wrote for him the names of the rulers of Succoth and their elders, seventy-seven men. 15 And Gideon came to the rulers of Succoth and said, “Look, Zebah and Zalmunna, in whom you reproached me, when you said, ‘Is the hand of Zebah and Zalmunna now in your hand, that we should give bread to the men who faint?’ ” 16 And he took the elders of the city into the thorns of the wilderness and the briers and in them threshed the men of the city. 17 Also the tower of Penuel he overturned and slew the men of that city. 

18 Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, “Where are the men whom you slew in Tabor?” And they said, “As you are, thus they were, in likeness of a son of a king.” 19 And Gideon said, “They were my brothers and sons of my mother. As the Lord lives, if you had kept them alive I would not have killed you.” 20 And to Jether his firstborn he said, “Arise, kill them.” But the child did not draw his sword, for he was frightened on account of being still young. 21 Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Arise, you, and fall upon us, because your might is like a man.” And Gideon arose and slew Zebah and Zalmunna; then he took the pendants that were on the necks of their camels. 

22 Now the men of Israel said to Gideon, “O lord, rule us, both you and your son, because you have saved us from the hand of Midian.” 23 And Gideon said to them, “I will not rule, nor will my son rule over you; the Lord will rule you.” 24 Gideon also said, “I will ask of you a request, that each man give me an earring from his spoils.” For they had golden earrings since they were Ishmaelites. 25 And they said, “Giving, we will give them.” And he unfolded his cloak, and each man threw there an earring from his spoils. 26 And the measure of the golden earrings that he asked for was one thousand five hundred gold pieces, besides the pendants, chains, cloaks, and purple garments that were upon the kings of Midian, and also the collars that were on the necks of their camels. 27 Gideon made it into an ephod and set it in his city Ophrah, and all Israel committed fornication after it there. It was also a stumbling block to Gideon and his house. 28 And Midian was humiliated before the face of the sons of Israel and did not again lift up their head. And the land was at rest forty years in the days of Gideon. 

The Death of Gideon

29 Now Jerubbaal son of Joash went and sat in his house. 30 And Gideon had seventy sons, who had gone out of his thighs, because he had many wives. 31 His concubine was in Shechem, and she bore for him a son as well and designated his name Abimelech.a 32 And Gideon son of Joash died in his city, and was buried in the grave of Joash his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

33 Now it happened that when Gideon died, the sons of Israel turned around and committed fornication after the Baals and made for themselves a covenant with Baal-berith so that he would be their god. 34 And the sons of Israel did not remember the Lord God that rescued them from the hand of all those oppressing them from all around. 35 And they did not show mercy with the house of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon), according to all the good that he did with Israel. 




Abimelech Attempts to Become King

9 Abimelech son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem to the brothers of his mother and spoke to them and to all the family of the house of the father of his mother, saying, 2 “Speak now to the ears of all the men of Shechem: Which is good for you, that seventy men be master over you, all the sons of Jerubbaal, or one man be master over you? Remember that I am your bone and your flesh.” 3 And the brothers of his mother spoke all these words about him in the ears of all the men of Shechem. Their heart inclined after Abimelech because they said, “He is our brother.” 4 Then they gave him seventy pieces of silver from the house of Baal-berith. And Abimelech hired for himself worthless and cowardly men, and they went following him. 5 And he entered into the house of his father in Ophrah, and he killed his brothers, the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men upon one stone. Jotham the younger son of Jerubbaal was left because he hid. 

6 And all the men of Shechem gathered together and all the house of Beth-millo, and they went and made Abimelech king near the oak tree, the one found at the post that is in Shechem. 7 This was reported to Jotham; so, he went and stood upon the top of Mount Gerizim and lifted his voice, wept, and said to them, “Listen to me, men of Shechem, and God will hear you. 8 The trees went forth to anoint over themselves a king. And they said to the olive tree, ‘Rule over us.’ 9 But the olive tree said to them, ‘Shall I abandon my oil, with which men glorify God, and go to sway over the trees?’ 10 Then the trees said to the fig-tree, ‘Come here; rule over us.’ 11 And the fig tree said to them, ‘Shall I, abandoning my sweetness and my good fruits, proceed to sway over the trees?’ 12 And the trees said to the vine, ‘Come here, you rule over us.’ 13 And the vine said to them, ‘Shall I abandon my wine, which delights God and humans, will I proceed to sway over the trees?’ 14 And all the trees said to the bramble, ‘Come here, you rule over us.’ 15 And the bramble said to the trees, ‘If in truth you are anointing me to rule over you, come hither, stand in my shade; and if not, may there come fire from me and may it devour the cedars of Lebanon.’ ” 

16 “Now if in truth and integrity you have done this and appointed Abimelech king, and if you have done goodness with Jerubbaal and with his house, and if as repayment of his hand you have done it to him—17 for my father set up an army on behalf of you and cast forth his soul from opposite and rescued you from the hand of Midian; 18 but you have risen up against the house of my father today, and you have slain his sons, seventy men upon one stone, and appointed as king Abimelech, son of his female slave, over the men of Shechem because he is your brother. 19 And if in truth and integrity you have done it with Jerubbaal and with his house in this day, may you be gladdened in Abimelech, and may he be gladdened as well over you. 20 But if not, let fire go out from Abimelech and devour the men of Shechem and the house of Beth-millo; and let fire go out from the men of Shechem and from the house of Beth-millo, and may it devour Abimelech. 21 And Jotham fled, and he escaped and went as far as Beer, and he dwelt there away from the face of Abimelech his brother. 

The Downfall of Shechem and Abimelech

22 Abimelech ruled over Israel three years. 23 And God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem, and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously with the house of Abimelech, 24 to bring up the injustice of the seventy sons of Jerubbaal and to place their blood upon Abimelech their brother who slew them, and upon the men of Shechem (for they strengthened his hand to kill the brothers). 25 And the men of Shechem placed some to lie in wait for him upon the tops of the hills. They plundered all who passed by them on the road, and it was reported to King Abimelech. 

26 Now Gaal son of Ebed and his brothers went and passed by Shechem, and the men of Shechem placed hope in him. 27 They went out into a field and gathered their vines; and they trod them and made praises. Then they carried them into the house of their god; and they ate and spoke and called down curses upon Abimelech. 28 Then Gaal son of Ebed said, “Who is Abimelech, and who is the son of Shechem that we will serve him? Is he not the son of Jerubbaal, and Zebul, his overseer, a servant with the men of Hamor father of Shechem? Indeed, why should we serve him? 29 Who would give this people into my hand? Then I would remove Abimelech and say to him, ‘Increase your force and come out.’ ” 

30 Zebul ruler of the city heard the words of Gaal son of Ebed, and he was wrathfully angry. 31 He dispatched messengers to Abimelech in secret, saying, “Look, Gaal son of Ebed and his brothers have come to Shechem, and look, they have besieged the city against you. 32 So now arise at night, you and the people with you, and lie in wait in the field. 33 And it shall be early in the day, at the same time as the rising of the sun, you shall rise early and deploy against the city. And look, he and the people with him will go out against you, and you shall do to him as much as your hand finds.” 

34 So Abimelech and all the people with him arose at night and lay in wait against Shechem in four companies. 35 And Gaal son of Ebed went out and stood by the door of the gates of the city, and Abimelech and the people with him arose from the ambush. 36 Gaal son of Ebed saw the people, and he said to Zebul, “Look, people are going down from the tops of the hills.” And Zebul said to him, “You are seeing the shadow of the hills as men.” 37 Gaal continued to speak and said, “Look, people are going down by the sea from the place next to the middle of the land, and another company coming by the road Elon-meonenim.” 38 Then Zebul said to him, “And where is your mouth as you said, ‘Who is Abimelech that we should serve him? Is not this the people that you scorned?’ Go out surely now and array against him.” 39 And Gaal went out before the men of Shechem and arrayed for battle against Abimelech. 40 And Abimelech pursued him, and he fled from his face, and many casualties fell as far as the door of the gate. 

41 Then Abimelech entered into Arumah, and Zebul cast out Gaal and his brothers so they would not dwell in Shechem. 42 It came to pass the next day that the people went out into the field and reported to Abimelech. 43 And he took the people and divided them into three companies. Then he lay in wait in the field, looked, and look, the people went out from the city. So, he arose against them and struck them. 44 Then Abimelech and the leaders who were with him deployed and stood beside the door of the gate of the city. The two companies deployed against all those in the field and struck them. 45 And Abimelech was setting up the army against the city all that day, and he seized the city and the people; he killed those in it, destroyed the city, and sowed it with salt. 46 And all the men of the tower of Shechem heard, and they came to a meeting at El-berith. 47 And it was reported to Abimelech that all the men of the tower of Shechem gathered together. 48 And Abimelech went up to Mount Zalmon, and all the people who were with him. Then Abimelech took the axe in his hand and struck a branch of a tree; and he took and put it upon his shoulders. Then he said to the people with him, “That which you saw me doing, quickly do as I have done.” 49 So they cut down likewise a branch for each and every man, and they went behind Abimelech; they lay them at the place of meeting and burned over them the place of meeting with fire. They died, indeed all the men of the tower of Shechem, about a thousand men and women. 

50 Then Abimelech went from El-berith; he encamped against Thebez and took it. 51 A strong tower was in the midst of the city, and all the men and the women of the city fled there. They shut them out, then went up on the roof of the tower. 52 And Abimelech went up to the tower, and they arrayed themselves against it. Abimelech then approached the door of the tower to burn it with fire. 53 But one woman threw a fragment of millstone at Abimelech’s head, and it broke his skull. 54 He cried out quickly to the servant who was carrying his armor, and he said to him, “Draw my sword and kill me, lest they should say, ‘A woman killed him.’ ” So his servant stabbed him, and he died. 55 Each person of Israel saw that Abimelech had died, and everyone went to their place. 

56 So God returned the evil that Abimelech did to his father, in killing his seventy brothers. 57 All the evil of the men of Shechem God returned on their head, and the curse of Jotham son of Jerubbaal came upon them. 




The Philistines and Ammonites Afflict the Israelites

10 And there arose after Abimelech to deliver Israel Tola son of Puah son of his uncle, a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in the hill country of Ephraim. 2 And he judged Israel twenty-three years and died and was buried in Shamir. 

3 There arose after him Jair the Gileadite, and he judged Israel twenty-two years. 4 He had thirty-two sons going upon thirty-two foals, and they had thirty-two cities. And they called them “Dwellings of Jair” until this day in the land of Gilead. 5 And Jair died and was buried in Kamon. 

6 The sons of Israel continued to do evil before the Lord, and they worshipped the Baals and the Astaroth, the gods of Arad and the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab and the gods of the sons of Ammon and the gods of the Philistines. They abandoned the Lord and did not serve him. 7 So the Lord was wrathfully angry with Israel, and he gave them up into the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the sons of Ammon. 8 And they oppressed and crushed the sons of Israel in that time eighteen years, all the sons of Israel on the other side of the Jordan in the land of the Amorites in Gilead. 9 And the sons of Ammon crossed the Jordan to array for battle against Judah and Benjamin and against Ephraim, and Israel was oppressed very much. 10 And the sons of Israel called to the Lord saying, “We have sinned against you, seeing that we have forsaken God and served the Baals.” 

11 And the Lord said to the sons of Israel, “Did I not deliver you from Egypt and from the Amorite and from the sons of Ammon and from the Philistines? 12 And Sidonians and Amalek and Midian, who oppressed you, and you called to me, and I delivered you from their hand. 13 And you deserted me and served other gods; on account of this I will no longer save you. 14 Go, and call to the gods whom you have chosen for yourselves, and let them save you in the time of your oppression. 15 And the sons of Israel said to the Lord, “We have sinned; do to us according to all that is good in your eyes. Only deliver us in this day.” 16 And they put away the foreign gods from their midst and served the Lord only. And his soul was diminished by the suffering of Israel. 

17 And the sons of Ammon went up and encamped in Gilead; then the sons of Israel gathered together and encamped in Mizpah. 18 And the people who were rulers of Gilead said, a man to his neighbor, “Who is the man who might be first to array for battle against the sons of Ammon? And he shall be ruler to all who inhabit Gilead.” 




Jephthah

11 And Jephthah the Gileadite was exalted in strength (he was the son of a woman, a prostitute, who fathered Jephthah to Gilead). 2 The wife of Gilead bore children to him, and his wife’s children matured and drove out Jephthah. Then he said to him, “You shall not inherit with the house of our father, seeing that you are the son of a prostitute woman.” 3 So Jephthah fled from the face of his brothers. And he dwelt in the land of Tob, and worthless men gathered to Jephthah and went out with him. 

4 Then it happened that the sons of Ammon prepared to fight with Israel. 5 And the elders of Gilead went to get Jephthah from the land of Tob. 6 They said to Jephthah, “Come here, and be our leader. Let us array ourselves against the sons of Ammon.” 7 And Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “Did you not hate me, and drive me out from the house of my father, and send me away from you? And on what account did you come to me now when you are in need?” 8 Then the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “Because of this now we turn to you, that you should go with us and array yourself against the sons of Ammon, and be to us as ruler to all the inhabitants of Gilead.” 9 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “If you return me to array for battle with the sons of Ammon and the Lord hands them over before me, then I will be to you as a ruler.” 10 So the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “The Lord will be listening between us, if we shall not do according to your word.” 11 And Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead and the people placed him over them as head and as leader, and Jephthah spoke all his words before the Lord in Mizpah. 

12 And Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the sons of Ammon, saying, “What is it with me and youa seeing that you have come against me to array for battle in my land?” 13 So the king of the sons of Ammon said to the messengers of Jephthah, “Because Israel took my land when he came up from Egypt, from Arnon and up to Jabbok, then up to the Jordan, so now return them in peace, and I will proceed.” 

14 And Jephthah yet again sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites. 15 He said to him, “Jephthah says this, ‘Israel did not take the land of Moab and the land of the sons of Ammon; 16 because when they came up from Egypt, Israel went in the wilderness up to the sea of Siph,b and went into Kadesh. 17 And Israel dispatched messengers to the king of Edom, saying, “I will pass now in your land.” And the king of Edom did not obey. To the king of Moab he sent word, but he did not consent. So Israel remained in Kadesh. 18 And he went in the wilderness and went around the land of Edom and the land of Moab. He came from the east to the land of Moab, and they encamped on the other side of Arnon. He did not enter into the boundaries of Moab, because Arnon is the boundary of Moab. 

19 “ ‘Israel sent a message and said to him, “Please, let me pass by in your land up to our place.” 20 Sihon also did not trust Israel to pass in his boundary; and Sihon assembled all his people, encamped in Jahaz, and arrayed for battle against Israel. 21 And the Lord the God of Israel delivered Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel. And he struck him, and Israel seized the whole land of the Amorites who inhabit that land, 22 from Arnon and up to Jabbok and from the wilderness up to the Jordan. 23 And now the Lord, the God of Israel, has driven out the Amorites from the face of his people Israel: Will you take possession of it? 24 Will you not seize possession of that which you shall inherit of your god Chemosh? And all that the Lord our God has driven out from our face we shall inherit those. 25 And now are you any better among the good than Balak son of Zippor king of Moab? Did he indeed fight with Israel, or did he truly war with him? 26 When dwelling in Heshbon and in its boundaries, and in the land of Aroer and in its boundaries, and in all the cities beside the Jordan, three hundred years—on account of what did you not deliver them in that time? 27 And now I have not sinned against you, and you are doing wickedness to me, arraying for battle with me. May the Lord judge, deciding today between the sons of Israel and the sons of Ammon.’ ” 28 And the king of the sons of Ammon did not hearken to the words of Jephthah that he sent to him. 

Jephthah Makes a Vow

29 The Spirit of the Lord was upon Jephthah, and he passed by Gilead and Manasseh, and passed by the watchtower of Gilead to the other side of the sons of Ammon. 30 And Jephthah prayed to the Lord and said, “If you should surely give the sons of Ammon into my hand, 31 then it shall be that whoever may come from the door of my house for meeting with me at my return in peace from the sons of Ammon, he shall be the Lord’s; I will offer him as a whole burnt offering.” 

32 And Jephthah came against the sons of Ammon to array for battle against them, and the Lord delivered them into his hand. 33 And he struck them from Aroer as far as coming up to Minnith—twenty cities in number—and as far as Abel-karamim, a very great blow. The sons of Ammon were humbled before the face of the sons of Israel. 

34 And Jephthah went to Mizpah to his house; and look, his daughter was going out to meet him with drums and dancing. She was his only fathered; he had no other son or daughter. 35 And it came to pass when he saw her, he ripped his garment and said, “Ah, ah, my daughter, you stirred up trouble for me. You were in my trouble, and I have opened my mouth against you to the Lord, and I am not able to turn back.” 36 She, however, said to him, “Father, you have opened your mouth to the Lord. Do to me in the way you have said, for the Lord has worked vengeance for you against your enemies from the sons of Ammon.” 37 She also said this to her father: “Do this, my father, please. Allow me two months, and I will go about and go down on the hills and lament concerning my maidenhood, I and my companions.” 38 So he said, “Go!” And he sent her for two months, and she went, she and her companions. And she wept concerning her maidenhood upon the hills. 

39 And it happened at the completion of the two months that she returned to her father, and he did with her his prayer that he prayed. And she did not know a man; it was for an ordinance in Israel. 40 From days to days the daughters of Israel would go about to bewail the daughter of Jephthah Gilead for four days of the year. 




Tribal Conflict between Gilead and Ephraim

12 A man of Ephraim called out. Then they passed into the north and said to Jephthah, “Why did you pass by to array for battle with the sons of Ammon and not summon us to advance with you? We will burn your house over you with fire.” 2 And Jephthah said to them, “I was a fighting man, and my people and the sons of Ammon very much; and I called you and you did not save me from their hand. 3 I saw that you were not a deliverer, and I put my life in my hand and passed over to the sons of Ammon; and the Lord gave them into my hand. Why have you gone up against me in this day, to array for battle against me?” 4 So Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and arrayed for battle with Ephraim; and the men of Gilead struck Ephraim, because those escaping Ephraim said, “You are Gilead, in the midst of Ephraim and in the midst of Manasseh.” 5 And Gilead captured the fords of the Jordan of the Ephraimites, and the Ephraimites who escaped said to them, “Let us cross.” And the men of Gilead said to them, “Are you an Ephraimite?” And he said, “No.” 6 And they said to him, “Say now ‘Corn.’ ” And he did not say this properly. And they seized him and killed him by the fords of the Jordan; there fell in that time from Ephraim forty-two thousand. 

7 And Jephthah judged Israel sixty years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died, and he was buried in his city in Gilead. 

Ibzan, Elon and Abdon

8 And after him, Ibzan from Bethlehem judged Israel. 9 And there were to him thirty sons and thirty daughters that he sent out; and he brought in thirty daughters for his sons from without. He judged Israel seven years. 10 Then Ibzan died, and he was buried in Bethlehem. 

11 And after him, Elon the Zebulunite judged Israel for ten years. 12 Then Elon the Zebulunite died and was buried in Elim in the land of Zebulun. 

13 Abdon son of Hillel the Pirathonite judged Israel after him. 14 And he had forty sons and thirty grandsonsa going upon seventy foals, and he judged Israel eight years. 15 And Abdon son of Hillel the Pirathonite died; and he was buried in Pirathon in the land of Ephraim in the hill country of Amalek. 




Samson’s Parents

13 And the sons of Israel continued to do evil before the Lord, and the Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years. 

2 And there was a certain man from Zorah from the region of the family of the Danites, and his name was Manoah. His wife was barren and bore no children. 3 An angel of the Lord was seen by the woman, and he said to her, “Look, you are barren and have not borne children, but you will conceive a son. 4 And now be careful indeed that you shall drink no wine or intoxicating drink, and you shall eat nothing unclean. 5 For look, you are pregnantb and shall bear a son, and a razor will not go upon his head. For the child shall be a Nazarite of God from the belly, and he will begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines.” 6 So the woman entered in and spoke to her husband saying, “A man of God came to me, and his form was like the form of an angel of God, very fearful; and I did not ask him from where he came, nor did he report his name to me. 7 Then he said to me, ‘Look, you are pregnant and shall bear a son, and now you shall not drink wine or intoxicating drink, and you shall not eat anything unclean, because the child shall be holy of God from the womb until the day of his death.’ ” 

8 And Manoah prayed to the Lord and said, “I pray, O Lord Adonai, the man of God whom you sent, may he come to me yet again to us, and instruct us what to do about the young child that is to be born.” 9 And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel of God came yet again to the woman; she was sitting in a field, and Manoah her husband was not with her. 10 And the woman hastened and ran and reported to her husband, and said to him, “Look, the man who came to me during the day has appeared to me.” 11 And Manoah arose and went after his wife and went to the man and said to him, “Might you be the man who was talking to the woman?” And the angel said, “I am.” 12 And Manoah said, “Now your message shall come. What shall be the judgment of the child and his work?” 13 And the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “Of all that I said to the woman, she shall observe. 14 All that comes from the vine of the wine she shall not drink; and she shall not drink wine and fermented liquor and intoxicating drink, and she shall not eat anything unclean; as much as all that I commanded him, she shall be careful.” 

15 Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “Let us detain you here and let us prepare before your face a goat kid.” 16 And the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “If you detain me, I shall not eat from your loaves; and if you prepare a whole burnt offering to the Lord, you shall offer it.” For Manoah did not know that he was an angel of the Lord. 17 Then Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “What is your name because should your word come to pass, we will honor you.” 18 And the angel of the Lord said to him, “For what purpose do you ask this, my name? And it is wondrous.” 

19 And Manoah took the goat kid and the sacrifice; he offered it upon the rock to the Lord, and the angel set apart the deed. And Manoah and his wife looked on. 20 It came to pass while the flame rose above the altar up to heaven that the angel of the Lord went up in the flame of the altar. Manoah and his wife saw this and fell upon their face to the land. 21 And the angel of the Lord was again no longer to be seen by Manoah and his wife. Then Manoah knew that this was an angel of the Lord. 22 And Manoah said to his wife, “We shall die by death, because we have seen God.” 23 And his wife said to him, “If the Lord wanted kill us, he would not have taken a whole burnt offering and a sacrifice from our hand. And he would not have shown us all these things, nor would have made us hear these things in time.” 

24 The woman brought forth a son and called his name Samson, and the child matured, and the Lord blessed him. 25 Then the Spirit of the Lord began to go forth together with him in the camp of Mahaneh-dan and in the midst of Zorah and Eshtaol. 




Samson Marries

14 And Samson went down to Timnah and saw a woman in Timnah from the daughters of the foreigners. 2 He went up and told his father and his mother and said, “I saw a woman in Timnah from the daughters of the Philistines; now get her for me for a wife.” 3 But his father and mother said to him, “Is there no daughter of your brothers and a woman from all of my people that you should go to take a woman from the uncircumcised foreigners?” And Samson said to his father, “Take her for me because she is right in my eyes.” 4 His father and his mother did not know that it was from the Lord, for he desired vengeance from the foreigners, and in that time the foreigners were masters in Israel. 

5 So Samson and his father and mother went down to Timnah. And he went as far as the vineyards of Timnah, and look, a whelp of a lion came roaring to meet him. 6 And the Spirit of the Lord sprung upon him, and he crushed it as if he would crush a young goat, though nothing was in his hands. He did not tell his father and mother what he did. 7 And he went down and talked with the woman, and she was right in the eyes of Samson. 

8 He returned after a day to get her and turned aside to see the corpse of the lion. Look, a swarm of bees was in the mouth of the lion, and also honey. 9 So he took it out into his hand and went on eating. And he went to his father and his mother and gave some to them, and they ate. But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey from the mouth of the lion. 

10 His father went down to the woman, and Samson held a banquet there for seven days, because thus the young men do. 11 And it came to pass when they saw him, they took thirty guests, and they were with him. 12 Then Samson said to them, “I will put forth a riddle to you: If when you explain, you can explain and discover it in the seven days of the drinking party, I will give to you thirty linen garments and thirty garments of outer raiment. 13 And if you are not able to explain to me, you yourselves will give to me thirty linen garments and thirty changes of outer garments.” So they said to him, “Put forth the riddle, and we will hear it.” 14 And he said to them, “Something eaten came out of what eats, and sweet from what is strong.” And they were not able to explain the riddle in three days. 

15 It came to pass on the fourth day that they said to the wife of Samson, “Now trick your husband and have him explain to you the riddle, lest we burn you and your father’s house with fire. Or did you invite us to do violence to us?” 16 So the wife of Samson wept before him and said, “Surely you hate me and do not love me; for the riddle that you put before the sons of my people you did not explain to me.” And Samson said to her, “If I have not explained it to my father and mother, should I explain it to you?” 17 So she wept before him for the seven days that the banquet was for them. Then it came to pass on the seventh day that he explained the riddle to her because she had annoyed him. And she explained it to the sons of her people. 18 Then the men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the rising of the sun, “What is sweeter than honey? And what is stronger than a lion?” And Samson said to them, “If you had not plowed with my heifer, you would not have learned my riddle.” 

19 Then the Spirit of the Lord leapt upon him; he went down to Ashkelon and struck from them thirty men, and he took their garments and gave the clothes to the ones explaining the riddle. And Samson was angered with wrath and went up to the house of his father. 20 And the wife of Samson was given to one of his friends whom he befriended. 




Samson Defeats the Philistines

15 It came to pass after a time, in the days of the wheat harvest, Samson visited his wife with a young goat and said, “I shall go in to my wife in the chamber.” But her father did not give him to enter. 2 And her father spoke, saying, “I said that hating, you hated her, and I gave her to one of your friends. Is not her younger sister better than she? Let her now be yours instead of her sister.” 3 And Samson said to them, “I am guiltless indeed this time with regard to the foreigners, in that I do evil against them.” 

4 Then Samson went and captured three hundred foxes and took torches and turned them tail to tail. And he put one torch between two tails and bound it. 5 Then he set fire in the torches and sent them into the corn stalks of the foreigners. They burned from the threshing floor to the upright corn, and up to the vineyard and the olive tree. 6 And the foreigners said, “Who did these things?” And they said, “Samson, the bridegroom of a Timnite, because he took his wife and gave her to one of his friends.” And the foreigners went up, and they burned her and her father with fire. 7 And Samson said to them, “If you have done thus to this one in light of that, then surely I will avenge against you, and finally cease.” 8 And he struck them leg on thigh, a great blow; and he went down and dwelt in a cave of the rock in Etam. 

9 Now the foreigners went up and encamped in Judah, and they spread themselves out in Lehi. 10 A man of Judah said, “Why have you gone up against us?” And the foreigners said, “We have gone up to bind Samson, and to do to him the way he did to us.” 11 So three thousand men went down from Judah to the hole of the rock in Etam, and they said to Samson, “Don’t you know that the foreigners will dominate us? What is this you have done to us?” And Samson said to them, “The way they have done to me, so have I done to them.” 12 And they said to him, “We have come to bind you, to give you into the hand of the foreigners.” And Samson said to them, “Swear to me, lest you fall on me yourselves.” 13 So they spoke to him, saying, “Surely not, rather with bonds we will bind you and give you into their hand. And we will not put you to death by death.” And they bound him with two fresh cords and took him from that rock. 14 And they came up to the Jaw, and the foreigners raised the war cry and ran to meet him. Then the Spirit of the Lord leapt upon him, and the cords upon his arms became like flax that is burnt in fire, and his bonds melted from his hands. 15 He then found the jawbone of a donkey cast away. So he stretched out his hand and took it, and he struck with it a thousand men. 16 And Samson said, “Destroying with a jawbone of a donkey, I destroyed them, because with the jawbone of the ass I struck a thousand men.” 

17 And it came to pass when he stopped talking that he threw the jawbone from his hand and called that place “Jawbone Killing.”a 18 Now he was very thirsty and cried out to the Lord and said, “You were pleased to grant this great deliverance into the hand of your servant, but now I shall die by thirst and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised.” 19 So God broke the reservoir at the Jawbone, and water went out from it, and Samson drank. Then his spirit returned, and he lived. Because of this its name was called “Spring of the Invoker,” which is at Jawbone up to this day. 20 And he judged Israel in the days of the foreigners twenty years. 




Samson and Delilah

16 Samson went to Gaza, and he saw there a woman, a prostitute, and he entered in to her. 2 And it was reported to the Gazites, saying, “Samson is present here.” So they surrounded and lay in wait against him all night in the gate of the city and kept quiet all night, saying, “We will wait until the daybreak should dawn, then we will kill him.” 3 Samson slept until midnight and arose in the middle of the night. Then he seized the doors of the gate of the city with the two posts, lifted them with the bar, and put them upon his shoulders. Then he went upon the top of the mountain before the face of Hebron and put them there. 

4 And it came to pass after this that he loved a woman in Sorek, and her name was Delilah. 5 The rulers of the foreigners came to her, and they said to her, “Trick him and see in what is his great strength and by what we will prevail over him. For we will bind him to humble him, and we will give to you each one thousand one hundred pieces of silver.” 6 And Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me now in what is your great strength and with what you may be bound to overthrow you.” 7 Samson said to her, “If they should bind me with seven moist cords, not desiccated, then I will be weak and will be like one of humankind.” 8 And the rulers of the foreigners brought to her seven moist cords, not desiccated, and she bound him with them. 9 And the ambush with her remained in the storehouse, and she said to him, “Foreigners are upon you, Samson.” And he tore asunder the cords as if one might break a thread of flax when it catches on fire; but his strength was not learned. 

10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Look, you deceived me, and you spoke to me falsely! Now therefore, tell me by what you can be bound.” 11 He said to her, “If in binding me they bind with new ropes with which there has been no work done, then I will be weak and will be like one of humankind.” 12 So Delilah took new, small ropes, and she bound him with them. The ambush came out from the chamber, and she said, “Foreigners are upon you, Samson.” And he tore the ropes from his arms like a string. 

13 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Look, you deceived me, and you spoke to me falsely. Explain truly to me with what you may be bound.” And he said to her, “If you should weave seven locks of hair from my head with the warp and hammer them with a peg in the wall, then I will be like one of humankind, weak.” 14 It came to pass when he was sleeping that Delilah took the seven cords of hair from his head, and she wove with the warp, and she stuck the peg in the wall, and she said, “Foreigners are upon you, Samson.” He awakened from his sleep and removed the peg of the weaving from the wall. 15 And Delilah said to Samson, “How can you say ‘I love you,’ and your heart is not with me? This is thrice you deceived me, and you did not explain to me wherein lies your great strength.” 

16 It came to pass when she pressed him with her words every day that she pressed him closely, and he was discouraged up to dying. 17 And he reported to her the whole of his heart and said to her, “Iron has not gone upon my head, because I am holy of God from the belly of my mother. If therefore I would be shaved, my strength will depart from me, and I will be weak and I will be like all humankind.” 18 And Delilah saw that he told to her all his heart, and she sent and summoned the rulers of the foreigners, saying, “Go up yet again this once, because he reported to me the whole of his heart.” And the rulers of the foreigners went up to her and brought the silver in their hands. 19 So Delilah put Samson to sleep upon her knee. Then she summoned a man, and he shaved the seven cords of his head. As she began to humble him, his strength departed from him. 20 And Delilah said, “Foreigners are upon you, Samson.” And he awakened from his sleep, and he said, “I will go out as once and once and I will shake myself free.” He did not know that the Lord had departed from him. 21 Then the foreigners captured him, gouged out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza. They bound him with a fetter of bronze, and he ground at the mill of the prison. 22 But the hair of his head began to sprout as before he was shaven. 

23 And the rulers of the foreigners gathered together to offer a great sacrifice to their god Dagon and to rejoice. And they said, “God has given Samson our enemy into our hand.” 24 And the people saw him, and they sang praisesa to their god: 

“For our god has delivered 

our enemy into our hand, 

the one that laid waste our land 

and who multiplied our casualties. 

25 When their heart was cheered, then they said, “Call Samson from the prison house and let him sport before us.” And they summoned Samson from the prison house, and he sported before them, and they struck him. Then they stood him in the midst of the pillars. 26 And Samson said to the youth that held his hand, “Permit me and I will feel the pillars upon which the house stands, and I will lean upon them.” 27 The house was full of men and of women. There also were all the rulers of the foreigners, and upon the roof about seven hundred men and women, those watching on the tormenting of Samson. 

Samson’s Revenge

28 Samson cried out to the Lord, and he said, “Adonai, O Lord, remember me now, I pray, and strengthen me yet again this one time, O God: I will repay the foreigners one repayment for my two eyes.” 29 And Samson put his arms around the two pillars of the house upon which the house stood, and he leaned against them. He held one in his right hand and one in his left. 30 And Samson said, “Let my soul die with the foreigners.” And he lifted up with strength, and the house fell upon the rulers and upon all the people with him. The dead that Samson killed with his death were more than those he killed with his life. 31 His brothers and his father’s house went down, and they took him. Then they went up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the grave of Manoah his father. He had judged Israel twenty years. 




Micah’s Idolatry

17 And there was a man from the hill country of Ephraim, and his name was Micah. 2 He said to his mother, “The eleven hundred pieces of silver that you took for yourself, about which you cursed me and said in my ear, ‘Look, the silver is with me’—I took it.” And his mother said, “Blessed be my son by the Lord.” 3 So he gave back the eleven hundred pieces of silver to his mother. And his mother said, “I had indeed dedicated the silver to the Lord from my hand to my son to make a graven and a cast image; now I will deliver it to you.” 4 He gave back the silver to his mother, and his mother took two hundred pieces of silver and gave it to a silversmith who made it a graven and a cast image. It was in the house of Micah. 5 And the house of Micah was to him the house of God. He also made an ephod and teraphin; and he ratifiedb one of his sons, and he became for him as a priest. 6 In those days there was no king in Israel; each man did what was righteous in his eyes. 

7 Now there was a young man from Bethlehem of the region of Judah; he was a Levite, and he was sojourning there. 8 And the man went from Bethlehem of the city of Judah to sojourn wherever he might find a place. He came as far as Mount Ephraim and as far as the house of Micah, making his journey. 9 And Micah said to him, “From where have you come?” And he said to him, “I am a Levite from Bethlehem of Judah, and I am going to sojourn wherever I might find a place.” 10 And Micah said to him, “Stay with me and be to me as a father and as a priest. I will give you ten pieces of silver by the day and a garment of clothes and whatever you need for your living.” 11 The Levite went and he began to sojourn with the man. And the young man became to him like one of his sons. 12 Micah ratified the Levite, and he became for him as a priest, and he was in the house of Micah. 13 And Micah said, “Now I know that the Lord will do good for me, because the Levite has become to me as a priest.” 




The Tribe of Dan Seeks Territory

18 In those days there was no king in Israel, and in those days the tribe of Dan was seeking for themselves an inheritance to inhabit; for an inheritance had not fallen to it up to that time in the midst of the tribes of Israel. 2 And the sons of Dan sent from their region five men, sons of might from Zorah and from Eshtaol to spy out the land and explore it. And they said to them, “Go and explore the land.” So, they came up to the hill country of Ephraim as far as the house of Micah, and they spent the night there 3 in the house of Micah. They recognized the voice of the youth, the Levite, and they turned aside there and said to him, “Who brought you here, and what are you doing in this place? What do you have here?” 4 And he said to them, “Thus and so Micah did for me; he hired me, and I have become a priest for him.” 5 And they said to him, “Inquire now by God and find out if our journey on which we go will be prosperous.” 6 And the priest said to them, “Go in peace; before the Lord is your journey in which you are going.” 

7 And the five men went, and they came to Laish, and they saw the people in the midst of it dwelling in hope, keeping still with the judgment of the Sidonians. And there is no one perverting or disgracing a matter in the land, nor an heir extorting treasure; they are far away from the Sidonians and do not have a matter against a person. 8 Then the five men came to their brothers in Zorah and Eshtaol, and they said to their brothers, “How do you remain still?” 9 And they said, “Arise and go up against them; for we have seen the land and look, it is very good. But are you at rest? Do not hesitate to advance and enter to take possession of the land. 10 And when you go, you shall enter to a people in hope. The land is broad, for God has given it into your hand, a place where there is no lack of everything in the earth.” 

11 And there marched forth from the district of Dan, from Zorah and from Eshtaol, six hundred men girded in armor of battle. 12 And they went up and encamped in Kiriath-jearim in Judah; on account of this it was called in that place “Camp of Mahaneh-dan” even up to this day. Look, it is behind Kiriath-jearim. 

13 And they passed over from there to Mount Ephraim and came up to the house of Micah. 14 Then the five men—those who had gone to spy out the land of Laish—answered and said to their brothers, “Do you know that there is in this house an ephod and teraphin and a graven image and a cast image? So now consider that which you shall do.” 15 And they turned aside there and entered into the house of the youth, the Levite, the house of Micah; and they inquired of him concerning peace. 16 And the six hundred men, the ones girded with the implements of their battle, stood at the door of the gate, the ones from the sons of Dan. 17 And the five men who had gone to spy out the land went up, 18 and they entered there into the house of Micah. The priest was standing, and they took the graven image and the ephod and teraphin and the cast image. Then the priest said to them, “What are you doing?” 19 And they said to him, “Be quiet, put your hand upon your mouth and come with us; be for us as a father and as a priest. Is it better for you to be a priest of the house of a single man, or for you to be priest of a tribe and of a house in a region of Israel?” 

20 Then the heart of the priest was cheered, and he took the ephod and teraphin and the graven image and the cast image, and he went in the midst of the people. 21 They turned and departed and placed the children and the property and the burden in front of them. 22 They traveled far from the house of Micah, and look, Micah and the men, those in the houses that were with the house of Micah, shouted and overtook the sons of Dan. 23 So the sons of Dan turned their face, and they said to Micah, “What is the matter with you that you called?” 24 And Micah said, “Because you took my graven image that I made, and took also the priest, and you left. What do I still have? And what is this that you said to me? Why did you cry out?” 

25 Then the sons of Dan said to him, “Let not your voice be heard with us, lest men bitter of spirit fall upon us. They will add the life and the life of your house.” 26 So the sons of Dan went on their journey. Micah saw that they were much stronger than he, and he returned to his house. 27 And the sons of Dan took what Micah made and the priest that he had, and they went against Laish—against a people quiet and trusting in hope—and they struck them with the edge of the sword, and they burned the city with fire. 28 And there was no deliverer, because it is far away from Sidon, and they have no communication with humanity. It is in the valley of Beth-rehob. And they built the city and dwelt in it. 29 They called the name of the city Dan by the name of Dan, their father, who was born to Israel; and Laish was the name of the city formerly. 30 The sons of Dan set up for themselves the graven image; and Jonathan, son of Gershom son of Manasseh, and his sons were priests for the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land. 31 And they set up for themselves the graven image that Micah made, all the days that the house of God was in Shiloh. And it happened in those days that there was no king in Israel. 




The Concubine and the Levite

19 There was a man of the Levites dwelling in the flanks of the hill country of Ephraim. He took for himself a woman, a concubine, from Bethlehem of Judah. 2 And his concubine went away from him, departing from him to the house of her father in Bethlehem of Judah; and she was there a time of four months. 3 Her husband arose and went after her to speak to her heart for her to return to him. He had his young man with him and also a pair of donkeys, and this one brought him into her father’s house. The father of the young woman saw him, and he was gladdened in his meeting. 4 His father-in-law, the father of the young woman, detained him, and he remained with him for three days. They ate and drank, and they spent the night there. 5 And it came to pass on the fourth day that they rose in the morning; and as he arose to leave, the father of the young woman said to his bridegroom, “Strengthen your heart with a morsel of bread, and after this, you shall go.” 6 So he remained, and the two ate togethera and drank, and the father of the young woman said to the husband, “Come now, spend the night and your heart shall be cheered.” 7 But the man arose to leave, so his father-in-law pressed him, and he remained and spent the night there. 

8 He rose in the morning on the fifth day to leave, and the father of the young woman said, “Now strengthen your heart, and do battle until the day declines.” And the two ate. 9 Then the man arose to leave, he and his concubine and his young man, and his father-in-law, the father of the young woman, said to him, “Look, now the day declines into the evening; spend the night here, and cheer your heart, and you will arise early tomorrow onto your journey, and you shall go to your dwelling place.” 10 But the man was not pleased to spend the night. He arose and departed and went as far as Jebus (that is, Jerusalem), and he had with him a pair of loaded donkeys and his concubine. 

11 They went as far as Jebus, and very much of the day had passed. And the young man said to his master, “Come now and let us turn aside into this city of Jebusites and spend the night in it.” 12 And his master said to him, “We shall surely not turn aside into a foreign city, in which there is none of the sons of Israel; but we shall pass by up to Gibeah.” 13 And he said to his young man, “Come and let us approach to one of the places, and we will spend the night in Gibeah or in Ramah.” 14 So they passed over and went, and the sun set on them near Gibeah, which is in Benjamin. 15 They turned aside there in Gibeah to go in and spend the night. And they entered and sat in the square of the city, and there was no one to invite them into a house to spend the night. 

16 Then look, a man, indeed an old man, was coming from his work from the field in the evening. The man was from the hill country of Ephraim, and he was sojourning in Gibeah (and the men of the place were sons of Benjamin). 17 He lifted up his eyes and saw the traveler, a man, in the square of the city; and the old man said, “Where are you going and from where have you come?” 18 And he said to him, “We are passing by from Bethlehem of Judah up to the flanksb of the hill country of Ephraim. I am from there, and I went up to Bethlehem of Judah. I am going to my house, and there is no one to invite me into the house. 19 At any rate there are husks and fodder for our donkeys, and there is bread and wine for me and for the maid and the young man with your servants; there is no lack of anything.” 

20 And the old man said, “Peace to you; surely all of your needs are upon me; except you must not spend the night in the square.” 21 And he brought him into his house, and he prepared a place for the donkeys; they washed their feet and ate and drank. 22 While they were cheering their heart, look, men of the city, sons of lawlessness, surrounded the house to strike against the door. And they spoke to the man, the master of the house, the old man, saying, “Bring out the man who entered into your house in order that we know him.” 23 And the man, the master of the house, went out to them, and he said, “No, brothers, do not behave wickedly now; do not commit this folly after this man has entered into my house. 24 Look, my daughter, the virgin, and his concubine: I shall bring them out and humble them. Do to them what is good in your eyes; but to this man do not do the thing, this folly.” 25 And the men did not consent to listen to him. So the man seized his concubine and brought her to them outside; and they knew her and abused her all the night until morning, and they released her, as the morning was rising. 26 And the woman went at the daybreak and fell at the door of the house, where her husband was until it dawned. 

27 Then her husband arose in the morning, opened the doors of the house, and went out to proceed on his journey. And look, the woman, his concubine, was fallen at the doors of the house, with her hands upon the threshold. 28 He said to her, “Arise and let us depart.” But she did not answer because she was dead. So he took her upon the donkey, and he went to his place. 29 And he took the sword and took hold of his concubine, and he dismembered her into twelve parts and sent them into every border of Israel. 30 And all who saw this would say, “There has not been nor has there been such as this from the day of the going up of the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt until this day; take this counsel upon yourselves, and speak.” 




The Punishment of Benjamin

20 Now all the sons of Israel went out, and the congregation convened as one man from Dan and as far as Beer-sheba and the land of Gilead, to the Lord in Mizpah. 2 And all the tribes of Israel stood before the face of the Lord in an assembly of the people of God, four hundred thousand men on foot who draw the sword. 3 The sons of Benjamin heard that the sons of Israel went up to Mizpah. And coming, the sons of Israel said, “Speak, where did this evil occur?” 4 And the Levite man, who was husband of the woman who was murdered, answered and said, “To Gibeah of Benjamin I went, I and my concubine to spend the night. 5 And the men of Gibeah rose up against me, and they surrounded me, upon the house at night. They wanted to murder me, and they abused my concubine, and she died. 6 And I took hold of my concubine and dismembered her and sent the pieces into every border of the sons of Israel’s inheritance, for they have done lewdness and folly in Israel. 7 Look, all you sons of Israel, give to yourselves a word and counsel here.” 

8 And all the people arose as one man saying, “A man shall not go back to his dwelling place, and we will return no one to his house. 9 Now this is the thing that shall be done to Gibeah: We shall go up against it by lot. 10 Moreso, we shall take ten men for each hundred in all the tribes of Israel, one hundred for each thousand, and a thousand for each ten thousand, to get provision for preparing themselves to go to Gibeah of Benjamin. They shall return to it according to all the folly that it did in Israel.” 11 And every man of Israel was gathered in the city as one man. 

12 And the tribes of Israel sent men into the whole tribe of Benjamin saying, “What is this evil that has happened among you? 13 Now hand over the men, sons of lawlessness, that are in Gibeah, and we shall put them to death and cleanse the evil from Israel.” But the sons of Benjamin did not consent to hearken to the voice of their brothers, the sons of Israel. 14 And the sons of Benjamin gathered together from their cities to Gibeah to go out in battle array against the sons of Israel. 15 And the sons of Benjamin numbered in that day from the cities twenty-three thousand men drawing the sword besides the inhabitants of Gibeah, who numbered seven hundred men, 16 and chosen from all the people who were ambidextrous—all these could sling stones at a hair and not miss. 17 And the men of Israel numbered (without Benjamin) four hundred thousand men drawing the sword, all these being men of battle. 18 They arose and went up to Bethel; and they inquired of God; and the sons of Israel said, “Who will go up for us at the front into battle against the sons of Benjamin?” And the Lord said, “Judah will go forward leading at the front.” 19 And the sons of Israel rose up in the morning, and they encamped against Gibeah. 20 And every man of the sons of Israel went out into battle against Benjamin, and they attacked them at Gibeah. 21 And the sons of Benjamin went out from Gibeah and destroyed in Israel that day two-twenty thousand men to the land. 22 Each man of Israel grew strong and again engaged in battle in the place where they attacked on the day before. 23 And the sons of Israel went up and wept before the Lord until evening and inquired of the Lord saying, “Shall we again draw near to battle against the sons of Benjamin, our brothers?” And the Lord said, “Go up against them.” 

24 Then the sons of Israel went against the sons of Benjamin on the second day. 25 And the sons of Benjamin went out to meet them from Gibeah on the second day and destroyed among the sons of Israel even eighteen thousand men upon the earth. 26 All the sons of Israel and all the people went up, going to Bethel. They wept and sat there before the Lord and fasted in that day until evening. They brought burnt offerings and perfect offerings before the Lord; 27 for in that place was the ark of the covenant of the Lord God. 28 And Phinehas, son of Eleazar son of Aaron, stood before it in those days. And the sons of Israel inquired of the Lord saying, “Shall we again yet go out to battle against the sons of Benjamin, our brothers, or hold back?” And the Lord said, “Go up, because tomorrow I will give them into your hands.” 29 And the sons of Israel set up an ambush for Gibeah round about. 

30 Then the sons of Israel went up against the sons of Benjamin on the third day, and they engaged with Gibeah as once and once. 31 And the sons of Benjamin went out to meet the people, and they were emptied out of the city and began to strike from the people casualties as once and once, on the road that is going up to Bethel and the one to Gibeah in the field, about thirty men of Israel. 32 And the sons of Benjamin said, “They have fallen before us as before.” And the sons of Israel said, “Let us flee and empty them out from the city into the roads.” And they did so. 

33 Then every man arose from his place, and they engaged in Baal Tamar. The ambush of Israel was coming out from its place from Geba. 34 And there came out from opposite Gibeah ten thousand chosen men from all Israel, and the battle was fierce; they did not know that wickedness was coming upon them. 35 And the Lord struck Benjamin before the sons of Israel, and the sons of Israel destroyed from Benjamin in that day twenty-five thousand one hundred men. All these drew the sword. 

36 And the sons of Benjamin saw that they were struck, and the men of the sons of Israel gave ground to Benjamin because they trusted in the ambush that he set up against Gibeah. 37 Then, as they retreated, the ambush rose up and deployed against Gibeah; and the ambush poured out, and they struck the city with the edge of the sword. 38 Now the sons of Israel had a sign of the battle with the ambush, which was to send up a signal of smoke from the city. 39 And the sons of Israel saw that the ambush had occupied Gibeah, and they stood in the battle line. Benjamin began to strike casualties among the men of Israel (about thirty men), because they said, “Again, falling in a fall before us, as in the first battle.” 

40 And the signal was rising increasingly over the city like a pillar of smoke, and Benjamin looked behind him; and look, the destruction of the city was rising up to heaven. 41 The men of Israel turned about, and the men of Benjamin hastened because they saw that evil had fallen upon them. 42 And they looked before the sons of Israel to the road of the wilderness and fled. But the battle overtook them, and those from the cities were utterly destroying them in their midst. 43 They cut down Benjamin, and they pursued him from the Resting Place at their foot as far as before Gibeah, toward the east.a 44 And there fell from Benjamin eighteen thousand men, all of them men of might. 45 But the rest looked and fled into the wilderness toward the rock of Rimmon, and the sons of Israel gleaned from them five thousand men. Then the sons of Israel went down after them as far as Gidom and struck from them two thousand men. 46 And all those falling from Benjamin were twenty-five thousand men drawing the sword in that day, all of them men of might. 47 And the rest looked and fled into the wilderness toward the rock of Rimmon, six hundred men, and they remained at the rock of Rimmon four months. 48 And the sons of Israel turned against the sons of Benjamin and struck them with the edge of the sword from the city Methla. And the livestock and all the ones found in all the cities, and the cities that were found, they burned with fire. 




A Decision Is Made about the Tribe of Benjamin

21 The sons of Israel made a vow in Mizpah, saying, “A man from us will not give his daughter to Benjamin for a wife.” 2 And the people went to Bethel and remained there until evening before the face of God. They raised up their voice and wept with a great weeping. 3 And they said, “Why, O Lord God of Israel, has this occurred, that today one tribe is numbered as missing from Israel?” 4 It came to pass on the morrow that the people rose early; and they built there an altar and brought burnt offerings and perfect sacrifices. 5 And the sons of Israel said, “Who, from all of the tribes of Israel, did not go up with the assembly before the Lord?” For there was a great oath against the ones not going up to the Lord in Mizpah, saying, “He shall surely be put to death.” 6 And the sons of Israel relented toward Benjamin their brother, and they said, “Today one tribe is cut off from Israel. 7 What shall we do for them that remain, for the ones left, for wives? And we swore by the Lord not to give to them our daughters for wives.” 8 And they said, “What one person is there from the tribes of Israel who did not go up before the Lord in Mizpah?” And look, no man had come into the camp from Jabesh-gilead for the assembly. 9 The people were numbered, and there was no man there from the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead. 10 And the assembly sent there twelve thousand men from the sons of might, and they commanded them saying, “Go and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword. 11 And this you shall do: Every male and every woman who has known the marriage bed of a male you shall devote to destruction; the virgins, however, you shall spare.” And they did thus. 12 They found from the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead four hundred maidens, virgins who not had known a male in his marriage bed. And they bore them to the camp in Shiloh in the land of Canaan. 

13 Now all the assembly sent and spoke to the sons of Benjamin in the rock of Rimmon, and they invited them for peace. 14 And Benjamin turned about to the sons of Israel in that time, and the sons of Israel gave to them the women that they had saved alive from the daughters of Jabesh-gilead; and it pleased them thus. 15 The people were comforted over Benjamin, because the Lord made a divide in the tribes of Israel. 

16 And the elders of the assembly said, “What shall we do for the rest of the women? For the women have been destroyed from Benjamin.” 17 And they said, “An inheritance of the survivors to Benjamin, and a tribe from Israel shall not be destroyed. 18 We will not be able to give to them wives from our daughters, because we swore among the sons of Israel saying, ‘Accursed be the one giving a wife to Benjamin.’ ” 19 And they said, “Look, now there is a feast of the Lord from days to days in Shiloh, which is on the north of Bethel toward the east, upon the road going up from Bethel to Shechem, and from the south of Lebonah. 20 And they commanded the sons of Benjamin, saying, “Go lie in wait in the vineyard, 21 and you will look. And look, if the daughters of the inhabitants of Shiloh go out to dance in the dances, then you shall come out from the vineyard and snatch for yourselves, each man, a wife from the daughters of Shiloh and go to the land of Benjamin. 22 And it shall be when their fathers or their brothers should come to judge against you, you shall say to them, “Grant them mercifully to us, because we have not taken for himself anyone for a wife in the battle; since you did not give to them; trespass according to the allotment.” 

23 And the sons of Benjamin did thus, and they took wives according to their number from the dancers that they snatched away. Then they went and returned to their inheritance, and they built cities and settled in them. 24 The sons of Israel walked from there in that time, each man to his tribe and to his family, and went out from there, each man to his inheritance. 25 In those days there was no king in Israel: A man did what was right before him. 





RUTH




Abimelech Takes His Family to Live in Moab

1 And it happened when the judges were judging, there was a famine in the land; and a man from Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the land of Moab, he and his wife and his sons. 2 The name of the man was Abimelech and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion, Ephraimites from Bethlehem of Judah. They went to the land of Moab and resided there. 3 When Abimelech the husband of Naomi died, she was left behind as were her two sons. 4 They took women from the Moabites for themselves. The name of one was Orpah and the name of the other was Ruth, and they lived there nearly ten years. 5 Then both Mahlon and Chilion died also. So the woman was left separated from her husband and from her two sons. 

Naomi Returns with Ruth

6 So she arose with her two daughters-in-law, and they returned from the land of Moab because they heard, while in the land of Moab, that the Lord had visited his people to give them food. 7 She went from the place in which she was, and her two daughters-in-law with her, and they began traveling along the road to return to the land of Judah. 8 Then Naomi said to her daughters-in-law, “Go now, and turn back, each to your mother’s house. May the Lord show compassion to you even as you have shown it with the dead and with me. 9 May the Lord also grant that you might find rest, each in your husband’s house.” Then she embraced them, and they lifted their voice and wept. 10 But they said to her, “We are returning with you to your people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Turn around now, my daughters, for what reason do you come with me? Do I still have sons in my belly who would become your husbands? 12 Turn around then, my daughters; for I have grown too old to belong to a man; because I said that I have a plan to belong to a man and I will bear sons, 13 would you wait for them until they have grown up? Or would you hold back for them and not take another husband? Surely not, my daughters, for it has been a point of grief to me, on your behalf, that the hand of the Lord has gone forth against me.” 14 Then they lifted their voice and wept even more. After that Orpah kissed her mother-in-law and returned to her people, but Ruth followed her. 15 So Naomi said to Ruth, “Look, your sister-in-law has returned to her people and to her gods. You should also return now behind your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, “Do not plead with me to leave you or to turn back from following you. For wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you dwell, I will dwell; your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. 17 And wherever you die, I will die, and at that place I will be buried. May the Lord do this to me and more as well than this, should death cause a separation between me and you.” 18 When Naomi saw that she was resolved to go with her, she ceased talking to her any longer. 

19 Thus they walked together until they were in Bethlehem. The entire city was in an uproar about her, and they said, “Is this woman Naomi?” 20 And she said to the women, “Do not call me Naomi any longer. Call me Bitter, for the sufficient one has put bitterness in me. 21 I went away full, and the Lord returned me empty. So why do you call me Naomi since the Lord humbled me, and the one who is sufficient embittered me? 22 Therefore Naomi returned as well as Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law. They returned from the land of Moab. And they had approached Bethlehem at the beginning of the harvest season for barley. 




Ruth Meets Boaz

2 Naomi had a man known to her husband, and the man, who had great wealth, was from the lineage of Abimelech, and his name was Boaz. 2 So Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me now walk to the field, and I will gather in the grain behind whatever man in whose eyes I will find goodwill.” And she said to her, “Go daughter.” 3 And she went and gathered in the field behind the harvesters and encountered, by chance, the part of the field that belonged to Boaz, who was from the lineage of Abimelech. 

4 Behold, soon Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and said to the harvesters, “The Lord be with you.” And they said to him, “The Lord bless you.” 5 Then Boaz said to his servant who had authority over the harvesters, “Whose young woman is this?” 6 And the servant who had authority over the harvesters replied and he said, “The young lady is the Moabite woman who returned with Naomi from the land of Moab.” 7 She said, “I hope to gather and collect in the midst of the sheaves behind the harvesters.” And so she arrived and remained from morning until evening and did not stop in the field even a little. 8 So Boaz said to Ruth, “Do you not understand, daughter? Do not go into another field to gather, nor depart from this one here, but stay close behind my young women. 9 Focus your eyes upon the field that they are harvesting and walk behind them. Behold, I have charged the young men not to lay hands on you. And when you become thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from the ones that the young men draw.” 10 Then she fell upon her face and prostrated herself upon the earth and said to him, “Why is it that I found favor in your eyes that you notice me even though I am a foreigner?” 11 So Boaz answered and said to her, “A report was given to me concerning everything that you have done in the company of your mother-in-law after your husband died, and how you left behind your father and your mother and the land of your birth and reached a people that you did not know yesterday and the third day. 12 May the Lord compensate your work, may your reward be abundant from the Lord God of Israel, to whom you came, to be confident under his wings. 13 And so she said, “May I find favor in your eyes, O Lord, because you encouraged me and because you spoke to the heart of your servant—and look, I am like one of your maidservants.” 14 Boaz said to her, “It is already time to eat. Come here and eat bread and dip your portion in the sour wine.” So Ruth sat next to the harvesters, and Boaz piled crushed grain for her, and she ate until full even though some remained. 15 After she rose to gather, Boaz commanded his young men saying, “Even let her collect from the middle of the sheaves and do not accost her. 16 Also what needs to be lifted, lift up for her; and also what falls aside, let it fall for her. And she shall eat and gather from the pile, and you shall not rebuke her.” 17 And she gathered in the field until evening and threshed what she had gathered, and it was something like a measure of barley. 

18 She picked it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had harvested. Ruth unloaded it and gave her what was left over from that which she was filled. 19 Then her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did you harvest today? And where did you toil? Blessed be the one who recognized you.” So Ruth reported to her mother-in-law where she labored and said, “The name of the man in whose company I worked today was Boaz.” 20 Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “He is blessed by the Lord because he has not abandoned his compassion for the living and the dead.” And Naomi said to her, “The man is next of kin to us. He is one of our close relatives.” 21 Ruth said to her mother-in-law, “He also said to me, ‘Stick with my young men until they have finished the whole crop which belongs to me.’ ” 22 And Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It is good, daughter, that you go in the company of his young women so men will not encounter you in another field.” 23 So Ruth closely followed Boaz’s young women to gather grain until the harvest of barley and wheat ended. And she dwelled with her mother-in-law. 




Ruth and Boaz at the Threshing Floor

3 Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “Daughter, shall I not seek for you a place of rest that it may be well for you? 2 Now was it not Boaz our kinsman of whom you were in the company of his young women? Look, he is winnowing barley at the threshing floor tonight. 3 So you should wash and anoint and put your clothing on you and go up on the threshing floor. Do not make yourself known to the man until he finishes eating and drinking. 4 And it shall be that when he is sleeping, you will learn the place where he rests; and you shall go there and uncover the spot at his feet and sleep. Then he will tell you what you should do.” 5 And Ruth said to her, “All that you say I will do.” 

6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did everything just as her mother-in-law directed her. 7 After Boaz ate and his heart was of good cheer, he went to fall asleep in a section of the pile of grain. Then she went surreptitiously and uncovered his feet. 8 When it was the middle of the night, the man was alarmed and stirred. And behold, a woman was asleep at his feet. 9 So he said, “Who are you?” She said, “I am Ruth, your servant. Put the flap of your cloak upon your servant because you are next of kin.” 10 Then Boaz said, “May the Lord God bless you, daughter, because you have magnified your final compassion beyond the first, by not going after young men whether poor or rich. 11 Now daughter, don’t be afraid. Everything that you requested I will do for you because the whole tribe of my people knows that you are a woman of ability. 12 While truly I am a next of kin, there also exists a next of kin closer than I. 13 Stay the night, and if tomorrow he will be like the next of kin for you, good, let him be next of kin. But if he does not wish to be next of kin to you, I will be your next of kin, as the Lord lives. You are the Lord. Lie down until morning.” 14 Therefore, she slept near his feet until morning, but arose before a man was able to recognize his neighbor. Then Boaz said, “Let it not be learned that a woman came to the threshing floor.” 15 Then he said to her, “Stretch out the skirt that is on you.” She held it, and he measured six measures of barley and balanced them upon her; then he went into the city. 16 So Ruth returned to her mother-in-law. And she said to her, “My daughter!” And she reported to her each thing that the man did for her. 17 And she said to her, “He gave me these six measures of barley because he said to me, ‘Do not go empty-handed to your mother-in-law.’ ” 18 And so she said, “Be patient, daughter, until it is clear to you how the thing turns out, for the man will not rest until he finishes the matter today.” 




Boaz Redeems Ruth

4 So Boaz went to the gate and sat there; and behold, the next-of-kin whom Boaz mentioned passed by. And Boaz called to him, “Turn aside; sit here, O stranger.” And he turned around and sat down. 2 Then Boaz selected ten men from the elders of the city and said, “Sit here.” And they sat down. 3 And Boaz said to the next of kin, “The parcel of land that belonged to our brother Abimelech, which has been given to Naomi, the woman who returned from the land of Moab—4 and I said, ‘I will uncover your ear, saying, “Make the purchase in front of those sitting here and before the elders of my people,” if you are the next of kin, act as next of kin. But if you are not acting as next of kin, report it to me, and I will know because no one remains except you to acts as next of kin, and I am the one after you.’ ” And the man said, “I am the one to act as next of kin, and I am after you.” And he said, “I am, I will act as next of kin.” 5 And Boaz said, “On the day when you obtain the land from the hand of Naomi and from Ruth, the Moabite wife of the deceased, you also acquire her since it is necessary to establish the name of the deceased upon his inheritance.” 6 Then the next of kin said, “I am not able to act as next of kin for myself, in case I destroy my inheritance. Exercise my next of kin duties for yourself because I am not able to act as next of kin.” 7 This was the practice earlier in Israel concerning the right of kin and concerning purchase to confirm every word. A man untied his shoe and offered it to his neighbor who was the one obtaining his duties of next of kin. This was the means of proof in Israel. 8 So the next of kin said to Boaz, “Obtain my next of kin duties for yourself.” And he untied his shoe and offered it to him. 

9 Then Boaz said to the elders and to all the people, “You are witnesses today that I have acquired everything that was Abimelech’s and all the items that belonged to Chilion and to Mahlon from the hand of Naomi. 10 I have also taken for myself Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, as a wife to establish the name of the deceased upon his estate. Therefore, the name of the deceased will not be obliterated from his brothers nor from the tribe of his people. You are witnesses today.” 11 And all the people who were at the gate said, “We are witnesses.” And the elders said, “May the Lord grant your wife, who is moving into your house, to be like Rachel and Leah who together built up the house of Israel and produced strength in Ephrathah; and there will be a name in Bethlehem. 12 May your house be like the lineage of Perez, whom Tamar brought into the world for Judah, as a result of the seed that the Lord will give you from this young woman.” 

The Lineage of King David

13 Then Boaz took Ruth: the Lord granted her pregnancy, and she delivered a son. 14 And the women said to Naomi, “Blessed is the Lord who did not wipe your next of kin for you today. May your name be called in Israel! 15 He will be for you as one who restores life and the one to support your old age. For the daughter-in-law, who loves you, and who is more commendable to you than seven sons, delivered him.” 16 Then Naomi took the young child and placed it upon her bosom and became a nursemaid for him. 17 And the neighborhood women assigned his name saying, “A son has been born for Naomi.” And they called his name Obed. This one was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

18 And these are the offspring of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, 19 Hezron fathered Ram, and Ram fathered Amminadab, 20 and Amminadab fathered Nahshon, and Nahshon fathered Salmon, 21 and Salmon fathered Boaz, and Boaz fathered Obed, 22 and Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. 





1 KINGDOMS




The Birth of Samuel

1 There was a man from Ramathaim Zophim from Mount Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, in Nasib of Ephraim. 2 And this man had two wives; the name of one was Hannah, and the name of the second, Peninnah. And Peninnah had children, and Hannah had no child. 3 And the man regularly went up from time to time from his town, from Ramah, to worship and sacrifice to the Lord God Sabaoth to Shiloh. And there Eli and his two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of the Lord. 

4 And it was on that day, Elkanah sacrificed and gave to Peninnah, his wife, and her sons a portion; 5 and to Hannah he gave one portion because she had no child; except that Elkanah loved Hannah more than his other wife, and the Lord kept her womb closed, 6 because the Lord did not give her a child despite her anguish and despite the hopelessness of her anguish. She lost heart because of this: that the Lord kept her womb closed by not giving her a child. 7 This is how she behaved year after year when she would go up to the house of the Lord: She was disheartened and wept and did not eat. 8 And Elkanah, her husband, said to her, “Hannah.” And she said to him, “Here I am, lord.”a And he said to her, “What is it to you that you are weeping? And why are you not eating, and why do you beat your heart? Am I not good to you beyond ten children?” 

9 And she rose after they ate in Shiloh and stood before the Lord, and Eli the priest was on a chair at the entryway of the shrine of the Lord. 10 And she was grieved in her soul and prayed to the Lord and wept. 11 And she prayed in her prayer to the Lord, saying, “Adonai, Lord Eloai Sabaoth, if you are looking, you are looking upon the humiliated state of your slave. Remember me and give your slave seed of men, and I will give him to you as a devoted one until the day of his death. And he will not drink wine and intoxicating drink, and a razor will not go over his head.” 12 And it happened that while she multiplied her prayers before the Lord, Eli the priest watched her mouth. 13 She was speaking in her heart and her lips were moving, but her voice was not heard. So Eli thought she was drunk. 14 And Eli’s young servant said to her, “How long will you be drunk? Get rid of your wine and go out from the Lord’s face!” 15 And Hannah answered and said, “No, sir! I am a woman who has had a hard day. And I have not drank wine and intoxicating drink, and I am pouring out my soul before the Lord. 16 Do not regard your slave as a pestilent daughter because I have been stretching out my great number of words until now.” 17 And Eli answered and said to her, “Go in peace. May the God of Israel give you your entire request that you requested from him.” 18 And she said, “May your slave find favor in your eyes.” And the woman went on her way and entered into her lodging and ate with her husband and drank. And her face no longer fell. 

19 And they rose early and worshiped the Lord and went on their way. Elkanah entered his house at Ramah and knew Hannah, his wife, and the Lord remembered her. 20 And she conceived, and it happened at the time of the days she bore a son and called his name Samuel. She said, “Because from the Lord God Sabaoth I asked for him.” 21 And the man, Elkanah, and his entire house went up to sacrifice at Shiloh for the annual sacrifice and his vow and the entire tithe from his land. 22 Hannah did not go up with him because she said to her husband, “Until the child goes up, I will wean him, and then he will be seen by the face of the Lord, and he will live there until eternity.” 23 And Elkanah, her husband, said to her, “Do what you view as right. Stay until you might wean him, but may the Lord establish the words that come out of your mouth.” And the woman stayed and suckled her son until she might wean him. 

24 And she went up with him to Shiloh with a three-year-old calf and bread and an ephaha of wheat flour and a jar of wine. And she entered the house of the Lord at Shiloh, and the child was with them. They brought him before the Lord, and his father killed the sacrifice, which he did from year to year to the Lord, and brought the child. 25 And he slaughtered the calf, and Hannah, the mother of the child, brought him to Eli. 26 And she said, “By me, Lord, as your soul lives, I am the woman who stood before you with you in prayer to the Lord. 27 For this is the child I prayed for, and the Lord gave my request that I asked from him. 28 And I have given him to the Lord all the days that he lives to be used by the Lord.” 




Hannah’s Prayer

2 And she said, 

“My heart was made firm in the Lord; 

my horn was lifted high in my God; 

my mouth was widened against my enemies. 

I was glad in your deliverance, 

2 because no one is holy like the Lord, 

and no one is righteous like my God; 

there is no one holy except you. 

3 Do not boast, and do not speak lofty words 

nor allow big talk to come out of your mouth, 

because the Lord is a God of knowledge 

and a God who prepares his own business. 

4 The bows of the mighty have become weak, 

and those who were weak have been clothed with might. 

5 Full of bread, they suffer loss, 

and being weak, they neglect the land. 

For the barren woman bore seven, 

and the woman who is many in children has become weak. 

6 The Lord puts to death and brings to life; 

he leads down to the grave and leads up. 

7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 

he humbles and exalts. 

8 He lifts up the poor from the earth, 

and from the dung pile he raises the beggar 

to sit him with the princes of the people 

and makes them to inherit the throne of glory. 

Giving to the one who truly prays, 

he blesses also the years of the righteous. 

9 Because a man is not mighty in strength, 

10 the Lord will make his adversary weak. 

The Lord is holy. 

The wise must not boast in his wisdom, 

and the strong must not boast in his strength, 

and the wealthy must not boast in his wealth. 

Rather the one who boasts should boast in this: 

to understand and to know the Lord 

and to practice justice and righteousness in the midst of the land. 

The Lord went up into the heavens and thundered. 

He will judge the heights of the earth 

and give strength to our kings, 

and he will lift high the horn of his anointed.” 

The Sin of Eli’s Sons

11 And she left him there before the Lord and departed to Ramah, and the child was ministering to the face of the Lord before Eli the priest. 

12 And the sons of Eli the priest were pestilent sons who did not know the Lord and the duty of the priest from all the people who were sacrificing. 13 And the servant of the priest regularly came as the meat might be boiling and, with a three pronged meat hook in his hand, 14 he would thrust it into the large cauldron or into the kettle or into the pot; everything that might come up on the meat hook the priest took for himself. According to this, they did to all Israel when they came to sacrifice to the Lord at Shiloh. 15 And before the fat was burnt, the servant of the priest regularly came and said to the one who was sacrificing, “Give the meat to roast to the priest, and I will not receive anything boiled from you from the caldron.” 16 And each time the man who was sacrificing said, “Let the fat burn first like it is supposed to, and then take out for yourself all that your soul desires.” And he would say, “No, because you will give it to me now. Otherwise, I will take it by force.” 17 And the sin of the young men was very great before the Lord because they refused to recognize the sacrifice of the Lord. 

18 And Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a young boy wearing a cloth ephod. 19 And his mother used to make for him a small double cloak and brought it to him from days to days when she went up with her husband to offer the sacrifice of the days. 20 And Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the Lord extend to you seed from this wife because of the loan that you lent to the Lord.” And the man went back to his home. 21 And the Lord came to the aid of Hannah, and she gave birth to three sons and two daughters; and the child Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord. 

22 And Eli became a very old man, and he heard what his sons were doing to the sons of Israel, 23 and he said to them, “Why are you acting in the way that I am hearing from the mouth of all the people of the Lord? 24 No, children, for it is not good, the report that I am hearing. Do not behave in this way because they are not good, the reports that I am hearing, so that the people do not serve God. 25 If when he sins, a man sins against another man, then they will pray to the Lord for him. But if it is against the Lord that he sins, who will pray for him?” And they did not listen to the voice of their father because the Lord intentionally wanted to destroy them. 26 And the child Samuel continued to grow and was honorable both with the Lord and with people. 

27 And a man of God came to Eli and said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘In revealing, I revealed myself to your father’s house when they were in the land of Egypt, slaves to the house of Pharaoh. 28 And I chose your father’s house out of all the tribes of Israel for myself to be priests and to ascend to my altar and to burn incense and to take up the ephod, and I gave to the house of your father all the offerings of fire from the sons of Israel for food. 29 And why did you look at my incense and at my sacrifice with shameless eyes and honor your sons before me to bless them with the firstfruits of all the sacrifices of Israel in front of me?’ 30 On account of this, thus said the Lord the God of Israel: ‘I previously said that your house and your father’s house will go in and out before me for eternity.’ And the Lord now says, ‘Far be it from me!a But only the ones who honor me will I honor, and the ones who treat me with disdain I will dishonor. 31 Look, days are coming, and I will completely destroy your seed and the seed of your father’s house. 32 Your elderly will not be in my house all the days. 33 And I will not completely destroy a man for you from my altar, that his eyes may fail and his soul flow away. But all that abounds of your house will fall upon a man’s scimitar. 34 And this will be a sign for you that will come upon your two sons: These, Hophni and Phinehas, in a single day, both of them will die. 35 And I will raise up for myself a faithful priest who will do everything in my heart and in my soul, and I will build for him a faithful house, and he will go in and out before my anointed all his days. 36 And it will be that the one who remains in the house will come to bow down to him for a silver coin, saying, “Put me in one of your priestly positions so that I can eat a piece of bread.” ’ ” 




The Lord Calls to Samuel

3 And the child Samuel was ministering for the Lord before Eli the priest. And messages from the Lord were rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 2 And it happened on that day that Eli was seated in his home, and his eyes had begun to grow heavy, and he could not see. 3 And before the lamp of God was prepared, Samuel was lying down in the shrine where the ark of God was. 4 And the Lord called, “Samuel, Samuel!” And he said, “Here I am.”b 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, because you called me.” And he said, “I did not call you. Return to bed.” And Samuel returned and went to bed. 6 And the Lord continued and called, “Samuel, Samuel!” And he went to Eli a second time and said, “Here I am, because you called me.” And he said, “I did not call you. Return; go back to bed.” 7 And this was before Samuel knew God or the word of the Lord was revealed to him. 8 And the Lord again called Samuel for a third time, and he rose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, because you called me.” And Eli realized that the Lord had been calling the child. 9 And he said, “Return; go back to bed, child. And it will be that if he calls you, then you should say, ‘Speak, because your slave is listening.’ ” And Samuel went and fell asleep in his bed. 10 And the Lord came and stood, and he called him as once and once. And Samuel said, “Speak, because your servant is listening.” 11 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Look, I am producing my words in Israel. They will ring in both their ears of all who listen. 12 In that day, I will stir up against Eli everything, as much as I spoke to his house. I will begin, and I will finish. 13 And I have declared to him that I am avenging his house for eternity for the injustice of his sons, because his sons were abusing God, and he did not admonish them—and not even in any way. 14 I swear this to the house of Eli, even if the injustice of the house of Eli will be appeased with incense or with sacrifice for eternity!” 15 And Samuel slept until morning, and he rose early in the morning and opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to share his vision with Eli. 16 And Eli said to Samuel, “Samuel, child.” And he said, “Here I am.” 17 And he said, “What was the word spoken to you? Now do not hide from me, so that God might do to you if you hide from me even a word from the entire message that he spoke to you in your ear.” 18 And Samuel reported every word and did not hide anything from him, and Eli said, “He is the Lord. He will do the good before him.” 

19 And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and nothing from any of his words fell to the earth. 20 And all Israel from Dan even as far as Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was faithful to the Lord as a prophet. 21 And the Lord continued to appear at Shiloh because the Lord had revealed himself to Samuel. And Samuel was believed to be a prophet for the Lord in all Israel, from one end of the land even as far as the other end. And Eli was very elderly, and proceeding, his sons proceeded, and their way was evil before the Lord. 




The Philistines Capture the Ark of the Lord

4 And it happened in those days that foreigners assembled for battle against Israel, and Israel came out to meet them in battle, and they camped at Ebenezer, and the foreigners camped at Aphek. 2 And the foreigners lined up for battle against Israel, and the battle turned, and a man of Israel fell before the foreigners, and they struck down in battle in the field four thousand men. 3 And the people came into the camp, and the elders of Israel said, “Why did the Lord allow us to be defeated today before the foreigners? We should bring the ark of our God from Shiloh and let him come from our midst, and he will deliver you from our enemies’ hand.” 4 So the people sent to Shiloh and took from that place the ark of the Lord, who is enthroned with cherubim. And both sons of Eli were with the ark, Hophni and Phinehas. 5 And this is what happened as the ark of the Lord came into the camp: All of Israel shouted with a great voice, and the earth resounded. 6 And the foreigners heard the shouting, and the foreigners said, “What is this great shouting in the camp of the Hebrews?” And they learned that the ark of the Lord was arriving in the camp. 7 And the foreigners were terrified and said, “These gods have come to them in the camp! Woe to us! Rescue us, Lord, today because such a thing has not happened yesterday or the third day! 8 Woe to us! Who will rescue us from the hand of these solid gods? These are the gods who struck Egypt with every plague and in the desert. 9 Strengthen yourselves, and be like a man, and make war against them.” 10 And they fought them and defeated the men of Israel, and each fled to his tent. It was a very great defeat. Thirty thousand soldiers fell from Israel. 11 And the ark of God was taken, and both sons of Eli died, Hophni and Phinehas. 

12 And a man from Benjamin ran from the battle and went to Shiloh on that day. His clothing was torn, and there was dirt on his head. 13 And he came, and look, Eli was on his chair beside the gate watching the road closely because his heart was concerned for the ark of God. And the man entered into the city to report, and the city cried out. 14 When Eli heard the sound of shouting, he said, “What is this shouting sound?” And the man, hurrying, came and reported to Eli. 15 And Eli was a son of ninety years, and his eyes were swollen, and he could not see. Eli said to the man standing before him, “What is this shouting sound?” 16 And the man who was hurrying came to Eli and said to him, “I am the one who arrived from the camp, and I fled from the battle today.” And he replied, “What is the news that has happened, child?” 17 And the servant answered and said, “The men of Israel fled from the face of the foreigners, and there has been a great defeat among the people. And both your sons died, and the ark of God was taken.” 18 And it happened that as he was informed of the ark of God, he fell backward from his chair beside the gate, and his neck broke, and he died because the man was elderly and overweight. He judged Israel for twenty years. 

19 And his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant with a child, and she heard the news that the ark of God was taken and that her father-in-law died as well as her husband. She wept and gave birth because her labor pains came upon her. 20 And during childbirth, she was dying, and the women surrounding her said to her, “Do not be afraid, because you have given birth to a son.” But she did not respond, and her heart was not paying attention. 21 And she named the child Woe-Barchaboth because of the ark of God and her father-in-law and her husband. 22 And they said, “The glory of Israel has been removed in the taking of the ark of the Lord.” 




The Ark of the Covenant in Philistia

5 And the foreigners took the ark of God and brought it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 2 And the foreigners took the ark of the Lord and brought it into the house of Dagon and placed it beside Dagon. 3 And the people of Ashdod rose and entered into the house of Dagon and saw, and look, Dagon was fallen on his face before the ark of God. So they took hold of Dagon and set him in his place. The hand of the Lord was heavy on the people of Ashdod, and he tortured them and struck them in their homes, both Ashdod and its borders. 4 And it happened that when they rose in the morning and look, Dagon was fallen on his face before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and the head of Dagon and both prints of his hands taken away onto the front amapheth, each of them, and both fruits of his hands fallen onto the doorway. Only the torso of Dagon remained. 5 Because of this, the priests of Dagon and all who enter into the house of Dagon do not step on the step into the house of Dagon in Ashdod until this day, because when they go in, they step over it. 6 And the hand of the Lord was heavy on Ashdod, and he brought trouble against them, and he broke out against them in their ships, and mice grew in the midst of its territory. There was great confusion of death in the city. 7 And the men of Ashdod saw that it was so and said, “The ark of God cannot stay with us because his hand is hard upon us and upon Dagon, our god.” 8 So they sent for and gathered the leaders of the foreigners to them and said, “What should we do about the ark of the God of Israel?” And the people of Gath said, “Let the ark of God be brought over to us.” So the ark of God went over to Gath. 9 And it happened with its transfer to Gath that the hand of the Lord came against the city with very great trouble, and he struck the men of the city, from small to great. He struck them in their homes, and the people of Gath built homes for themselves. 10 So they sent away the ark of God to Ekron, and it happened that as the ark of God entered Ekron the people of Ekron cried out saying, “Why do you return the ark of God of Israel to us to kill us and our people?” 11 So they sent and gathered the leaders of the foreigners and said, “Send the ark of the God of Israel away, and let it stay in her place, and may it not kill us and our people.” For there was a very severe confusion in the entire city as the ark of the God of Israel entered there. 12 And those who lived and did not die were stricken in their homes, and a shriek from the city went up to the heavens. 




The Return of the Ark to Israel

6 And the ark was in the country of the foreigners seven months, and their land broke out with mice. 2 And the foreigners called the priests and the prophets and their diviners, saying, “What should we do with the ark of the Lord? Tell us. How should we send it home?” 3 And they said, “If you send away the ark of the covenant of the Lord God of Israel, you must not indeed send it away empty. Instead, when you return it, return the torment with it, and then you will be healed, and it will atone for you. Otherwise, his hand will not withdraw from you.” 4 And they replied, “What thing of the torment should we return with it?” And he said, “According to the number of the leaders of the foreigners, five golden seats, because there was a single misfortune for all of you and your rulers and people, 5 and golden mice, an image of your mice that destroyed the land. And you will worship the Lord so that he might lighten his hand from you and from your gods and from your land. 6 And why do you weigh down your hearts as Egypt and Pharaoh weighed down their hearts? Was it not so when he mocked them, they sent them away and they departed? 7 So now take what you need, and make a new wagon, and two cows who have borne their first calf without their young, and harness the cows to the wagon, and lead away the young from behind them toward home. 8 And you will take the ark and set it on the wagon and return the golden vessels with it for the plague, and do not set the box in a deposit on its side, and send it away and drive it away, and you shall go. 9 And watch: If it goes away to the road of its own border by Beth-shemesh, he has done to us this great, terrible act; and if not, then we will know that his hand did not strike us, and this was by chance for us.” 10 And the foreigners did just that. They took two cows that had borne their first calf and harnessed them to the wagon and locked up their young at home. 11 So they set the ark on the wagon and the deposit box and the golden mice. 12 The cows kept straight on the road to the road of Beth-shemesh, on a single path they went and labored, and they turned away neither to the right nor to the left. And the leaders of the foreigners went after them until the border at Beth-shemesh. 13 And the people in Beth-shemesh were reaping the wheat harvest in the valley, and they lifted their eyes and saw the ark of the Lord and celebrated to meet it. 14 And the wagon entered the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh, and it stopped there beside a great stone. So they split the wood from the wagon, and they offered up the cows to be a burnt offering to the Lord. 15 And the Levites brought up the ark of the Lord and the deposit box with it and the golden vessels on it, and they set it on the large stone. And the men from Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrifices on that day to the Lord. 16 And the five leaders of the foreigners were watching and returned to Ekron on that day. 17 And these are the golden seats that the foreigners returned for their torment from the Lord: for Ashdod, one; for Gaza, one; for Ashkelon, one; for Gath, one; for Ekron, one. 18 And the golden mice according to the number of all the foreigner cities of the five leaders, from the fortified city as far as the village of the Perizzites and as far as the large stone on which they set the ark of the covenant of the Lord, in the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh. 

19 And the sons of Jechonias were not pleased with the men of Beth-shemesh because they saw the ark of the Lord, and he struck among them fifty thousand and seventy men, and the people mourned because the Lord struck with a very great plague among the people. 20 And the men from Beth-shemesh said, “Who is able to pass through before this holy Lord, and to whom shall go up the ark of the Lord from us?” 21 So they sent messengers to those dwelling at Kiriath-jearim, saying, “The foreigners returned the ark of the Lord. Come down and retrieve it for yourselves.” 




7 And the men from Kiriath-jearim came, and they brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord and brought it into the house of Amminadab on the hill; and Eleazar, his son, they consecrated him to keep watch over the ark of the covenant of the Lord. 

Samuel Defeats the Philistines at Mizpah

2 And it was from that day the ark was in Kiriath-jearim. The days multiplied, and it was twenty years, and all the house of Israel looked attentively after the Lord. 3 And Samuel said to the entire house of Israel, saying, “If with your whole heart you are turning toward the Lord, then remove foreign gods and the groves from your midst, and then prepare your hearts for the Lord; and serve him alone, and he will rescue you from the hand of the foreigners.” 4 And the sons of Israel removed the Baals and the Ashtoreth groves and served the Lord alone. 5 And Samuel said, “Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray for you to the Lord.” 6 So they gathered in Mizpah and fetched water and poured it out on the earth before the Lord. And they fasted on that day and said, “We have sinned before the Lord.” And Samuel judged the sons of Israel at Mizpah. 7 And the foreigners heard that all the sons of Israel had assembled at Mizpah, and leaders of the foreigners went up against Israel. And the sons of Israel heard and were afraid of the face of the foreigners. 8 And the sons of Israel said to Samuel, “Do not keep silent about us so that you do not cry loudly to the Lord your God, and he will deliver us from the hand of the foreigners.” 9 And Samuel took one young lamb and offered it as a burnt offering with all the people to the Lord. Samuel cried loudly to the Lord for Israel, and the Lord heard him. 10 And while Samuel was offering the burnt offering, the foreigners approached for battle against Israel. And the Lord thundered with a great voice against the foreigners on that day. He threw them into confusion, and they were defeated before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel went out from Mizpah, and they closely pursued the foreigners and struck them down as far away as by the Beth-car. 12 And Samuel took one stone and set it between Mizpah and the old city and called it Ebenezer, the Stone of the Helper, and said, “As far as this spot the Lord helped us.” 13 And the Lord humbled the foreigners, and they did not advance across the border of Israel. The hand of the Lord was against the foreigners during all the days of Samuel. 14 And the towns that the foreigners took from the sons of Israel were restored. And they returned them to Israel from Ashkelon, as far as Gath, and control of the border of Israel was taken away from the hand of the foreigners. And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites. 15 And Samuel presided as judge over Israel all the days of his life. 16 And he went year by year in a circuit to Bethel and Gilgal and Mizpah. He judged Israel in all these consecrated places. 17 But he would return to Ramah because his home was there, and there he judged Israel and built an altar to the Lord. 




Israel Demands a King

8 And it happened that as Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges over Israel. 2 And the name of his firstborn son was Joel. And the name of his second was Abijah. They were judges in Beer-sheba. 3 But his sons did not follow in his footsteps but turned aside to bribery and accepted gifts and twisted duties. 4 And the men of Israel assembled and gathered in Ramah to Samuel. 5 They said to him, “Look, you have grown old, and your sons do not follow in your way. So now appoint over us a king to rule us, just as the other nations also have.” 6 But it was a wicked statement in Samuel’s eye when they said, “Give us a king to rule us.” So Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people, just as they would speak to you, because it is not you they have rejected, but it is me they reject as king over them. 8 According to all the deeds that they did to me from that day I led them up from Egypt until this day, they abandoned me and served other gods in the same way they do these things also to you. 9 And now listen to their voice, except that by warning, you might warn them and explain to them the duties of the king who will rule over them.” 

10 And Samuel said all the words of the Lord to the people who had asked for a king from him. 11 And he said, “This is the duty of a king who will reign over you. He will take your sons and put them in his chariots and his cavalry, and they will run before his chariots. 12 He will appoint them for himself as commanders of thousands and leaders of hundreds. They will reap his harvest and gather in his harvest and make weapons for his wars and equipment for his chariots. 13 And he will take your daughters as perfumers and as cooks and as bakers. 14 And he will take your fields and your vineyards and your good olive orchard, and give them to his servants. 15 And he will take a tenth from your seeds and your vineyards, and give it to his eunuchs and his servants. 16 Your male slaves and your female slaves and your good cattle and your donkeys, he will take them all and will take a tenth for his works. 17 He will also take a tenth of your flocks. You will be slaves to him. 18 And you will cry loudly on that day from the face of your king whom you chose for yourselves, and the Lord will not hear you on that day because you chose a king for yourselves.” 

19 And the people were unwilling to listen to Samuel, and they said to him, “No! But a king will be over us. 20 And we also will be like all the nations, and our king will rule us, and he will go out on behalf of us and fight our battles.” 21 And Samuel heard all the words of the people and spoke them to the ear of the Lord. 22 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to their voice and crown a king for them.” And Samuel said to the men of Israel, “Hurry away, each to his own city.” 




The Lord Chooses Saul as King

9 And there was a man from the sons of Benjamin, and his name was Kish son of Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, son of a Benjamite man, a man of wealth. 2 And this man had a son, and his name was Saul. He was a tall, handsome man. And there was no one among the sons of Israel more handsome than he. He was head and upward high above everyone in the land. 3 Now the donkeys of Kish, the father of Saul, strayed, so Kish said to Saul, his son, “Take one of the servants with you and rise and go and search for the donkeys.” 4 They passed through the mountains of Ephraim and passed through the land of Shalisha but did not find them. And they passed through the land of Shaalim, but there was nothing; and they passed through the land of Benjamin but did not find them. 5 When they came into Ziph, Saul said to his servant, the one with him, “Come! Let us return, otherwise my father, after letting go of the donkeys, will worry about us.” 6 But the servant said to him, “Look, there is a man of God in this city. The man is held in honor; everything he says, when it comes, it will happen. So now let us go so that he might tell us about our journey on which we have traveled.” 7 And Saul said to his servant, the one with him, “Look, let us go, but what shall we bring to the man of God? Because the bread from our vessels has come to an end, and no more is with us to bring to the man of God that belongs to us.” 8 And the servant replied in answer to Saul and said, “Here, see in my hand a fourth of a shekel of silver, and you will give it to the man of God, and he will tell us our way.” 9 Formerly in Israel, everyone said this, when they were going to inquire of God: “Come, let us go to the seer.” For the people formerly called the prophet the seer. 10 And Saul said to his servant, “Well spoken; come, let us go.” So they went into the city where the man of God was. 11 As they were going up the ascent to the city, they came upon some young girls coming out to draw water and asked them whether the seer was here. 12 The young girls answered them and said to them, “He is, look, opposite your face. Now on account of the day, he has come into the city because the people have a sacrifice today at Bama. 13 As you enter the city in this way, you will find him in the city before he goes up to Bama to eat; for the people will not eat until he enters because this man blesses the sacrifice, and after these things the guests eat. Now go up, for because of the day, you will find him.” 14 So they went up to their city, entering the middle of the city. And behold, Samuel came into their meeting in order to go up to Bama. 

15 And the Lord revealed Samuel’s ear, one day before Saul came to him, saying, 16 “About this time tomorrow, I will send to you a man from Benjamin. You will anoint him as ruler over my people Israel, and he will save my people from the hand of foreigners; for I looked upon the humiliation of my people because their cry came to me.” 17 Samuel saw Saul, and the Lord spoke to him, “Here is the man whom I spoke to you. This man will rule among my people.” 18 And Saul approached Samuel in the middle of the city and said, “Tell me, now, which is the house of the seer?” 19 And Samuel answered Saul and said, “I am he. Go up before me to Bama and eat with me today, and I will send you out in the morning, and I will tell you all the things in your heart. 20 As for your donkeys that had been lost three days ago, do not set your heart on them because they have been found. And whose is the beauty of Israel? Is it not yours and the house of your father?” 21 Saul answered and said, “Am I not the son of a Benjamite man, the small staff of a tribe of Israel, and of the smallest tribe of the whole staff of Benjamin? Why do you speak to me according to this word?” 22 Then Samuel took Saul and his servant and led them into the lodging and set for them there a place among the first of those who had been invited, about seventy men. 23 And Samuel said to the cook, “Give me the portion that I gave to you, the one that I told you to put to the side.” 24 The cook boiled the thigh and set it before Saul, and Samuel said to Saul, “Here is what is left. Set it before you and eat, for it has been set before you for a testimony beside the others; tear off.” And Saul ate with Samuel on that day. 25 He went down from Bama into the city, and they spread a bed for Saul on the roof, and he fell asleep. 26 And it happened as dawn arose that Samuel called Saul on the roof, saying, “Stand up, and I will send you out.” Saul got up, and then he and Samuel went outside. 

Samuel Anoints Saul

27 As they were going into part of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Speak to your young servant; he should go before us. And you, stand up as today and hear a message from God.” 




10 And Samuel took the flask of oil and poured it over his head and kissed him and said to him, “Hasn’t the Lord anointed you as ruler over his people, over Israel? You will rule among the Lord’s people, and you will deliver them from his enemy’s hand all around. 2 This will be the sign to you that the Lord has anointed you over his possession as their ruler: When you are departing today from me, you will find two men at the tomb of Rachel on the mount of Benjamin jumping greatly, and they will say to you, ‘The donkey that you went to seek has been found. And look, your father has discarded the matter of the donkey, and he has begun worrying for you, saying, “What should I do for my son?” ’ 3 And you should depart from there, and farther on you will have come as far as the oak tree of Tabor and find there three men going up to God in Bethel, one carrying three young goats and another carrying three containers of bread and another carrying a skin of wine. 4 And they will greet you in peace and give you two firstfruits of bread, and you will accept them from their hand. 5 And after these events, you will go onto the hill of God where there is an encampment of foreigners. Nasib the foreigner is also there. There, as you enter the city, you will encounter a company of prophets going down from the high place, and in front of them will be a harp and tambourine and flute and lyre. And they will be prophesying. 6 The Spirit of the Lord will come over you, and you will prophesy with them and turn into a different man. 7 And it will be that when these signs have come upon you, you must do everything that your hand would find to do because God is with you. 8 And you will go down in front of Gilgal. And look, I am going down to you to offer up a burnt sacrifice and a peace offering. Seven days you will wait until I come to you, and I will show you what you will do.” 

Saul Prophesies

9 And it happened that as he was turning with his shoulder to depart from Samuel, God changed another heart in him, and all the signs took place that day. 10 And he went from there to the hill and, look, the company of prophets was coming from opposite of him. And the Spirit of God leapt upon him, and he prophesied in the midst of them. 11 And all the ones who knew him yesterday and the third day came and saw and look, he was in the middle of the prophets. And the people said, each to his neighbor, “What is this that has happened to the son of Kish? Or is Saul also among the prophets?” 12 And someone of them answered and said, “And who is his father?” Because of this, it turned into a saying: “Is also Saul among the prophets?” 13 And he finished prophesying and went to the hill. 

14 And his relative said to him and his servant, “Where did you go?” And they replied, “To search for the donkeys, and we realized that they were not there, and so we went to Samuel.” 15 And the relative said to Saul, “Tell me now what Samuel said to you.” 16 And Saul said to his relative, “He announced, informing me that the donkeys had been found.” But the subject of the kingship he did not share with him. 

Saul Proclaimed King

17 And Samuel summoned all the people to the Lord in Mizpah 18 and said to the sons of Israel, “This is what the Lord God of Israel says: ‘I led the sons of Israel out from Egypt and rescued you from the hand of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and from all the kings who oppressed you. 19 And you, today, have rejected God, who himself was your deliverer from all your troubles and your oppression, and you all said, “No! Instead, you should appoint a king over us.” ’ So now, assemble before the Lord according to your tribes and according to your clans.” 20 And Samuel brought near all the tribes of Israel, and the tribe of Benjamin was chosen. 21 And he brought near the tribe of Benjamin by clan, and the clan of Matrites was chosen. And they brought near the clan of Matri by men, and Saul son of Kish was chosen. And he sought him, and he was not found. 22 And Samuel inquired again with the Lord whether the man came here. And the Lord said, “Look, he has been hiding in the equipment.” 23 And he ran and took him from there, and he stood in the middle of the people, and he rose over all the people from the head and above. 24 And Samuel asked to all the people, “Have you seen whom the Lord had chosen for himself, because there is none like him among all of you?” And all the people recognized this and said, “Let the king live!” 

25 And Samuel spoke to the people about the duty of the king and wrote them in a document and laid it before the Lord. And Samuel sent all the people, and each one departed to his home. 26 And Saul departed to his house, to Gibeah, and mighty sons whose hearts the Lord touched went with Saul. 27 And some pestilent sons said, “How will this man deliver us?” And they dishonored him and did not bring him gifts. 




Saul Defeats the Ammonites

11 And this is what happened about a month later: Nahash the Ammonite went up and surrounded Jabesh-gilead, and all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash the Ammonite, “Make a covenant with us, and we will serve you.” 2 But Nahash the Ammonite said to them, “This is how I will make a covenant with you: by gouging out the right eye of all of you. And I will put disgrace upon Israel.” 3 The men of Jabesh said to him, “Give us seven days, and we will send messengers to every border of Israel; if there is no one to save us, we will come out to you.” 4 The messengers came to Gibeah to Saul, and they spoke the words to the ears of the people, and all the people lifted up their voice and wept. 5 And behold, Saul was beginning to come after the early morning from the field, and Saul said, “Why is it that the people weep?” So they told him the words of the sons of Jabesh. 6 And the Spirit of the Lord leapt upon Saul as he heard these words, and his anger became very wrathful against them. 7 He took two oxen and cut them into pieces and sent them to every border of Israel in the hand of messengers, saying, “Whoever does not come out after Saul and after Samuel, like this they will do to his oxen.” And the astonishment of the Lord came over the people of Israel, and they cried out as one man. 8 And he inspected them at Bezek in Bama, every man of Israel, six hundred thousand, and the men of Judah, seventy thousand. 9 He said to the messengers who came, “This you will say to the men of Jabesh: ‘Tomorrow, there will be deliverance for you by the time the sun grows hot.’ ” And the messengers came to the city and told the men of Jabesh, and they rejoiced. 10 The men of Jabesh said to Nahash the Ammonite, “Tomorrow we will come to you, and you will do to us what seems good in your eyes.” 11 It happened the following day that Saul put the people into three companies, and they went into the middle of the camp during the morning watch and beat down the sons of Ammon until the day grew hot. The ones who were left were scattered, and no two were left next to the other among them. 12 The people said to Samuel, “Who is the one who said that Saul will not rule us? Hand over the men, and we will kill them.” 13 Samuel said, “Not a single person shall die on this day, for today the Lord brought deliverance to Israel.” 

14 Samuel said to the people, saying, “Let us go into Gilgal, and let us renew there the kingship.” 15 So all the people went into Gilgal, and Samuel anointed Saul in that place as king before the Lord in Gilgal. And there he sacrificed burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord and Samuel. And all Israel celebrated greatly. 




Samuel’s Farewell Speech

12 And Samuel said to every one of Israel, “Look, I heard your voice in all that you said to me, and I appointed a king over you. 2 And now, look, the king walks before you, and I am old and will sit down; but my sons, look, they are among you, and look, I have walked before you from youth until this day. 3 Here I am; answer against me before the Lord and before his anointed. Whose calf have I taken? Or whose donkey have I taken? Or whom did I exploit among you? Or whom did I oppress? Or from whose hand have I taken a bribe, even a shoe? Answer against me, and I will give it back to you.” 4 And they said to Samuel, “You have not wronged us or oppressed us nor crushed us nor taken anything from the hand of anyone.” 5 Samuel said to the people, “The Lord is witness among you, and his anointed is a witness today on this day that you have not found anything in my hand.” And they said, “He is a witness.” 6 Samuel said to the people, saying, “The Lord is witness, who appointed Moses and Aaron, who brought our ancestors out of Egypt. 7 And now stand up, and I will judge you before the Lord, and I will report to you all the righteousness of the Lord that he performed among you and among your ancestors: 8 how Jacob and his sons went to Egypt, and Egypt humbled them, and your ancestors cried out to the Lord, and the Lord sent Moses and Aaron and led your ancestors out of Egypt, and he settled them in this place. 9 But they forgot the Lord their God, and he sold them into the hands of Sisera, commander of King Jabin of Hazor, and into the hands of the foreigners and into the hands of the king of Moab and made war with them. 10 And they cried out to the Lord and were saying, ‘We have sinned because we forsook the Lord, and we served the Baals and the sacred groves. And now deliver us from the hand of our enemies, and we will serve you.’ 11 And he sent Jerubbaal, Beden, Jephthah, and Samuel, and he delivered you from the hand of your enemies from all around, and you lived in confidence. 12 But you saw that Nahash, king of the sons of Ammon, came against you, and you said, ‘No, we instead want a king to rule over us.’ 13 But now look, the king whom you chose, look, the Lord has placed a king over you. 14 If you fear the Lord and serve him and listen to his voice and do not quarrel with the words of the Lord, and if you—both you and the king who rules over you—are walking behind the Lord, 15 but if you do not listen to the voice of the Lord and you quarrel with the words of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will be against you and against your king. 16 And now stand and see this great matter that the Lord will do before your eyes. 17 Is it not the wheat harvest today? I will invoke the Lord, and he will send thunder and rain; and know and see that your wickedness is great, that which you did before the Lord, asking for a king for yourselves.” 

18 So Samuel invoked the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain during that day; and all the people feared the Lord and Samuel very much. 19 All the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the Lord your God that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins wickedness by asking for a king for ourselves.” 20 And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid. You have done all this evil, yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, and serve the Lord with your whole heart. 21 Do not go aside after things that are worthless, that do not accomplish anything, and that do not deliver because they are worthless. 22 For the Lord will not cast away his people because of his great name, because the Lord mercifully took you for himself to be his people. 23 As for me, by no means will I sin against the Lord by abandoning praying for you, and I will serve the Lord, and I will show you the good and straight way. 24 But fear the Lord and serve him in truth and with your whole heart because you saw what things he made great among you. 25 And if you act with wickedness, both you and your king will be handed over.” 




Saul’s Failure and Samuel’s Rebuke

13 2 And Saul chose three thousand men for himself from the men of Israel. There were also two thousand with Saul at Michmash. And in the mountainous region of Bethel, there were one thousand with Jonathan at Gibeah of Benjamin. And as for the rest of the people, Saul sent them away, each to his own tent. 3 And Jonathan struck Nasib the foreigner from the hill country. But the foreigners found out, so Saul sounded a trumpet to the entire land, saying, “The slaves have rebelled!” 4 And all Israel heard them saying that Saul has fought Nasib the foreigner, and Israel was disgraced among the foreigners. So the sons of Israel went up following Saul in Gilgal. 5 And the foreigners gathered for battle against Israel and went up against Israel. There were thirty thousand chariots and six thousand cavalry and a people like the sand of the sea in its abundance; and they went up and camped at Michmash opposite Beth-aven down the rear. 6 And a man of Israel saw that he was in dire straits so he could not proceed. So the people hid in the caves and in holes and in rocks and in pits and in wells. 7 And there were some who crossed over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul was still in Gilgal, and all the people were bewildered after him. 

8 And he waited seven days for the testimony as Samuel said. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and his people scattered from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring what I need so that I can perform the burnt offering and peace offering.” And he offered up the burnt offering. 10 And it happened that as he finished offering up the burnt offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to meet him to welcome him. 11 And Samuel said, “What have you done?” And Saul said, “Because I saw how the people scattered from me, and you had not arrived as you appointed for the testimony for the day, and the foreigners were gathering to Michmash, 12 and I said, ‘Now the foreigners will go down against me to Gilgal, and I have not petitioned the face of the Lord.’ So I took charge and offered up the burnt offering.” 13 And Samuel said to Saul, “That was a foolish move you made because you did not keep my command that the Lord commanded to you. As now the Lord had prepared your kingdom for eternity over Israel, 14 but now your kingdom will not stand, and the Lord will seek for himself a person according to his own heart; and the Lord will command him as ruler over his people because you did not keep what the Lord commanded you.” 

15 And Samuel stood and departed from Gilgal to go on his way, and the remnant of the people went up after Saul to meet behind the people of his army coming from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin. Saul counted the people, finding that there were with him about six hundred men. 16 And Saul and Jonathan, his son, and the people and those who were found with them stayed at Geba of Benjamin, and they wept. And the foreigners camped at Michmash. 17 And there came out a raider from the field of the foreigners with three companies. One company looked over the road of Ophrah over Shual, 18 and another company closely watched the road of Beth-horon, and another company closely watched the road of Gibeah, which overlooks the Zeboim Ai. 19 And there was no iron smith to be found in all the land of Israel because the foreigners said, “Otherwise, the Hebrews might make swords and spears.” 20 And so all the Israelites were going down into the land of the foreigners, each one, to forge his sickle and tool and each his axe head and his pruning hook. 21 And the harvest was ready to reap. But the tools were three shekels for the plowshare and for the axe head and the pruning hook, the amount was the same. 22 And it happened that on the day of the battle of Michmash, no swords or spears could be found in the hand of anyone among the people with Saul and with Jonathan. But one was found for Saul and for Jonathan, his son. 23 And some went out from the substance of the foreigners beyond Michmash; and his father did not report the news. 




Jonathan’s Victory over the Philistines

14 And day came, and Jonathan son of Saul said to his servant who carries his equipment, “Come over here! We should cross over to the garrison of the foreigners at that pass.” And he did not report to his father. 2 And Saul stayed at the top of the hill by the pomegranate tree, the one from Migron, and there were about six hundred men with him. 3 And Ahijah the son of Ahitub, the brother of Ichabod, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the priest of God at Shiloh, was carrying the ephod. And the people did not know that Jonathan had left. 4 It was in the middle of the passage where Jonathan sought to cross through to the garrison of the foreigners. There was a rocky peak on one side and a rocky peak on the other side, and a tooth of rock out of this. The name for one was Bozez, and the name for the other was Seneh; 5 the one way from the north for the peak pointing toward Michmash, and the other way from the south for the peak pointing toward Geba. 6 And Jonathan said to the servant carrying his equipment, “Come over here! We should cross through to the garrison of these uncircumcised, if the Lord were to act for us, because nothing is confining to the Lord to deliver by many or by few.” 7 And his equipment carrier said to him, “Do everything as your heart is inclined. Look, I am with you. Where your heart is, so is my heart.” 8 And Jonathan said, “Look, we can cross through to those men, and we will quickly come down to them. 9 If those ones say to us, ‘Withdraw there until we tell would you,’ then we will stand by ourselves, and we will not go up against them. 10 But if these ones were to say to us, ‘Come up to us,’ then we will go up because the Lord has given over them to our hands. This will be the sign for us.” 11 And both of them entered the garrison of the foreigners, and the foreigners said, “Look! The Hebrews are coming out from their holes that hid them there!” 12 And the men of the garrison responded to Jonathan and to his equipment carrier and said, “Come up to us! We will show you something.” And Jonathan said to his equipment carrier, “Come up behind me, because the Lord has given them into Israel’s hands.” 13 And Jonathan went up on his hands and on his feet, and his equipment carrier was with him. They looked at the face of Jonathan, and he struck them down, and his equipment carrier was bringing supplies behind him. 14 And it happened that the first slaughter that Jonathan and his equipment carrier struck was about twenty men with arrows and pebbles from the plain. 15 And terror came into the camp and in the field and among all the people. Those in the garrison and the raiders were shocked; they did not want to respond. And the earth was astounded, and terror came from the Lord. 

16 And Saul’s watchmen saw in Gibeah of Benjamin, and look, the camp was in commotion from here and there. 17 And Saul said to the people with him, “Count, right now, and see who has gone from you.” And they counted, and look, Jonathan and his equipment carrier could not be found. 18 And Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the ephod,” for he carried the ephod in that day before Israel. 19 And it happened that as Saul spoke to the priest, and the noise in the camp of the foreigners continued to increase. So Saul said to the priest, “Put your hands together.” 20 And Saul came up and all the people with him, and they went to the battle; and look, a man’s sword was against his neighbor, and the confusion was very great. 21 And the slaves who were captured by the foreigners previously, the ones who went up to the camp, were returned to be with Israel, with Saul and Jonathan. 22 And all the Israelites, the ones who were hiding in the mountainous region of Ephraim, and they heard that the foreigners had fled, and they joined together, even them, to go after them in battle. 23 And the Lord delivered Israel on that day. The battle passed though Beth-aven, and all the people with Saul were about ten thousand men. The fighting was scattering to the whole region in the hill country in Ephraim. 

Saul’s Foolish Oath

24 Now Saul lacked discernment with great ignorance in that day. He placed an oath on the people, saying, “Greatly cursed is the person who eats bread before evening, so I will avenge my enemy.” Thus, none of the people tasted bread—even when the whole land was having dinner. 25 And Iaal, a wood thicket, there was with a beehive on the face of the field. 26 And the people arrived at the beehive, and look, they went on speaking, and look, there was no one raising their hand to their mouth because the people feared the curse of the Lord. 27 But Jonathan had not heard about the commanded oath of his father to the people, so he stretched out the tip of his staff in his hand and dipped it into the honey on the honeycomb and raised his hand to his mouth; and his eyes regained their strength. 28 And someone from the people responded and said, “Making us swear, your father made the people swear an oath, saying, ‘The person who would eat bread today is greatly cursed.’ And now the people are fainting.” 29 And Jonathan understood and said, “My father has put away the land. Look, my eyes see because I tasted this honey even briefly. 30 But that the people ate an eating today from the spoils of their enemies which they found, now the slaughter would have been greater among the foreigners.” 31 And on that day he struck some of the foreigners at Michmash, and the people grew very weary. 32 So the people turned to the spoils, and the people took flocks and cattle and calves of cows and slaughtered them on the earth. Then the people ate them along with the blood. 33 And this was reported to Saul, saying, “The people have sinned against the Lord, eating the meat together with the blood.” And Saul said in Avith, “Roll for me a large stone here.” 34 And Saul said, “Spread out among the people, and tell them to bring here each his calf, and each one bring his cattle to slaughter it on this. And do not allow them to sin against the Lord by eating the meat together with the blood.” So all the people each brought what was in his hand, and they slaughtered it there. 35 Saul built an altar to the Lord there. Saul began to build this altar to the Lord. 

36 And Saul said, “We should go down after the foreigners during the night and plunder among them until day dawns so that no man remains among them.” And they said, “Do all that is good before you.” And the priest said, “We should appeal to God here.” 37 And Saul asked God, “Should I go down after the foreigners? Will you give them into Israel’s hand?” And he did not respond to him on that day. 38 And Saul said, “Bring here all the leaders of Israel. You must determine and see who among you has sinned this day. 39 Because as the Lord the Deliverer of Israel lives, if he answers against Jonathan, my son, he will die by death!” And there was no response from any of the people. 40 So he said to all Israel, “You will be in slavery, and I and Jonathan, my son, we will be in slavery.” And the people said to Saul, “Do what is good before you.” 41 So Saul said, “Lord, God of Israel, why is it that you do not answer your servant today? Is the wrongdoing in me or in Jonathan, my son? Lord God of Israel, give evidence. And if the lot should say these things, give, I pray, to your people Israel. Give, I pray, holiness.” And Jonathan and Saul were chosen by the lots, and the people were cleared. 42 And Saul said, “Place between me and Jonathan, my son. Whoever the Lord will choose must die.” And the people said to Saul, “This decision should not be.” But Saul prevailed over the people, and they placed him in the middle and Jonathan, his son, in the middle. And Jonathan was chosen. 43 Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you have done.” And Jonathan told him and said, “Tasting, I tasted a little honey with the staff in my hand. Look, I am dying.” 44 And Saul said to him, “This, God should do to me and this, even more because by death you should die today!” 45 And the people said to Saul, “Today, should the one who caused this great deliverance in Israel be put to death? May the Lord live! Should a hair from his head fall on the earth because of what the people of God did this day?” So the people prayed for Jonathan on that day, and he did not die. 46 And Saul went up from behind the foreigners, and the foreigners departed to their home. 

Constant Warfare under Saul

47 And Saul received the kingship, and he was chosen for the work over Israel, and he fought all around all his enemies, against Moab and against the sons of Ammon and against the sons of Edom and against Betheor and against the king of Zobah and against the foreigners. Wherever he turned, he was victorious. 48 And he made an army and struck the Amalekites and rescued Israel from the hand of those who trampled them. 

49 And the sons of Saul were Jonathan and Ishvi and Malchishua, and as for his two daughters, the name for the firstborn was Merab, and the name for the second was Michal. 50 And his wife’s name was Ahinoam daughter of Ahimaaz, and his commander’s name was Abner son of Ner, son of a relative of Saul. 51 And Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner, the father of Abner, was the son of Jamin the son of Abiel. 

52 And there was difficult fighting against the foreigners all the days of Saul. And so when Saul saw any capable man and any man who was a son of strength, he gathered them for himself. 




The Lord Rejects Saul as King

15 And Samuel said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint you to be king over Israel. So now listen to the voice of the Lord. 2 This is what the Lord Sabaoth says: ‘Now I will avenge what the Amalekites did to Israel when they encountered them on the way of their coming up from Egypt. 3 And now go, and you will strike down Amalek and Jerim and all that is his, and none should be allowed to live from him. You must completely destroy him, and you will commit him to destruction and all that is his, and you must not spare anything from him. You will kill everything, from men even to women, and from the young child to the suckling baby, and from the calf to the cattle, and from the camel to the donkey.’ ” 

4 And Saul summoned the people, and he counted them in Gilgal. There were four hundred thousand soldiers as well as thirty thousand soldiers from Judah. 5 Saul went as far as the city of the Amalekites and set an ambush in the wadi. 6 And Saul said to the Kenites, “Get out of here and withdraw from among the Amalekites, otherwise I will have to destroy you with them even though you acted compassionately with the sons of Israel during their coming up from Egypt.” So the Kenites withdrew from among Amalek. 7 And Saul struck down the Amalekites from Havilah to Shur on the face of Egypt. 8 And he captured Agag, king of the Amalekites, alive, but all the people of Jerim, he killed with the edge of the sword. 9 And Saul and all the people allowed Agag to live in addition to the best of the sheep and cattle and meat and the vineyards and everything of value. They were not willing to completely destroy those things. But everything that was dishonorable and disdained they completely destroyed. 

10 And a message from the Lord came to Samuel, saying, 11 “I have regret that I crowned Saul king because he turned back from following me. He did not obey my word.” And Samuel was dejected and cried loudly to the Lord through the whole night. 12 So Samuel rose early and went to meet Israel in the morning. It was reported to Saul, saying, “Samuel has come to Carmel and raised up a hand for himself, and his chariot returned.” And Samuel went down to Gilgal 13 to Saul, and look, he himself offered up a burnt offering to the Lord, the first from the spoils that were taken from Amalek. And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed are you to the Lord. I completed what the Lord commanded.” 14 And Samuel said, “Then what is the sound of this flock in my ear and the sound of cattle that I hear?” 15 And Saul answered, “From Amalek I brought those things that the people kept, the best of the flock and the cattle, so that I might offer them to the Lord your God, but the rest we completely destroyed.” 16 And Samuel said to Saul, “Stop. I will tell you what the Lord said to me during the night.” And he said to him, “Tell me.” 17 So Samuel said to Saul, “Are you not small before him, a leader of a scepter of a clan of Israel? And the Lord anointed you as king over Israel. 18 And the Lord sent you on your way and said to you, ‘Go and completely destroy them; slaughter those who sin against me, the Amalekites, and fight them until you finish them.’ 19 And to that end, why did you not listen to the voice of the Lord? Instead you rushed to set upon the spoils and did evil before the Lord!” 20 And Saul replied to Samuel, “Because my listening to the voice of the people, I went the way that the Lord sent me, and I brought Agag, king of Amalek; but Amalek, I completely destroyed. 21 And the people took from the spoils flock and cattle, the best from the destruction, to place before the Lord our God in Gilgal.” 22 And Samuel asked, “Are burnt offerings as desirable to the Lord as even the sacrifice of obeying the voice of the Lord? Look, listening is better than a good sacrifice, and obedience is better than the fat of rams. 23 Because divination is sin, service to the gods brings grief and suffering. Because you rejected the word of the Lord, so also the Lord has rejected you as king over Israel.” 24 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned because I disobeyed the word of the Lord and your word because I feared the people and listened to their voice. 25 So now please forgive my sin and return with me, and I will worship the Lord your God.” 26 And Samuel replied to Saul, “I am not returning with you because you rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you as king over Israel.” 27 And Samuel turned his face to leave, and Saul grabbed the flap of his cloak and it ripped. 28 And Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn your kingdom from Israel out of your hand today, and he will give it to your neighbor, someone who is better than you. 29 And Israel will be divided in two, and he will neither turn back nor change his mind, because he is not like humanity that he should change his mind.” 30 And Saul said, “I have sinned, but honor me now before the elders of Israel and before my people, and return with me, and I might worship the Lord your God.” 31 So Samuel returned with Saul and worshiped the Lord. 

32 And Samuel said, “Bring me Agag, king of Amalek.” And Agag approached toward him, trembling, and Agag said, “Is this the bitterness that will be death?” 33 And Samuel said to Agag, “In the manner your sword made women childless, likewise your mother will be childless among women.” And Samuel executed Agag before the Lord at Gilgal. 

34 And Samuel departed to Ramah, and Saul went up to his home in Gibeah. 35 And Samuel made no attempt still to see Saul until the day of his death because Samuel mourned over Saul, and the Lord regretted that he crowned Saul over Israel. 




Samuel Anoints David at Bethlehem

16 And the Lord said to Samuel, “How long are you going to mourn over Saul, even when I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and I will send you over to Jesse near Bethlehem because I have seen among his sons someone to be my king.” 2 And Samuel said, “How can I go there? Saul will find out and kill me!” But the Lord said, “Take a heifer from the oxen in your hand and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 And you should invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. And you must anoint whomever I tell you.” 4 So Samuel did everything that the Lord told him. And so he went to Bethlehem, and the elders of the city expressed surprise because of his coming and said, “Is your coming peaceful, seer?” 5 And he said, “It is peaceful. I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. You should consecrate yourselves and celebrate with me today.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 And it happened when he came, he saw Eliab and said, “Surely, before the Lord, this is his anointed!” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look too closely at his physical appearance or his great size, because I have rejected him; because God will not see as a human, because a human will look at the face, but God will look at the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and he came opposite the face of Samuel, and he said, “Neither has God chosen this one.” 9 And Jesse brought forward Shammah, and he said, “And regarding this one, the Lord has not made a choice.” 10 And Jesse brought forward his seven sons before Samuel. And Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen from these.” 11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are any of the children left out?” And he said, “There is still the small one. Look, he is shepherding among the flock.” So, Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and fetch him, because I will not sit until he has come.” 12 And so he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy with attractiveness for the eyes and appealing to look at to the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, “Rise; anoint David, because this one is good.” 13 And Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day and onward. And then Samuel rose and departed to Ramah. 

14 And the Spirit of the Lord withdrew from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord tormented him. 15 And the servants of Saul said to him, “Look, now an evil spirit from the Lord is tormenting you. 16 Now allow your slaves to speak before you and seek for our master a man who knows how to play on the lyre. And it will be that when the evil spirit comes upon you, then he will play on his lyre, and it will be good for you, and it will calm you.” 17 And Saul said to his servants, “Now look for a man for me who plays rightly and bring him to me.” 18 And one of his servants answered and said, “Look, I have seen a son of Jesse, a Bethlehemite. He knows music, and the man is wise, and the man is a warrior and is wise in his speech and a man good in his appearance, and the Lord is with him.” 19 And Saul sent messengers to Jesse, saying, “Send your son, David, to me, the one with your flock.” 20 And Jesse took a homer of bread and a skin of wine and one kid from the goats and he sent them by the hand of David, his son, to Saul. 21 And David came to Saul and stood before him, and Saul loved him very much. So David became an armor bearer for him. 22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Now let David stand before me, because he found favor in my sight.” 23 And it happened that when the evil spirit would come upon Saul, David would take out his lyre and played it with his hand, and Saul would recover. And it was good for him, and the evil spirit consistently withdrew from him. 




David and Goliath

17 Now the foreigners gathered their army for battle, and they were gathered in Socoh of Edom, and they camped between Socoh and between Azekah Ephes-dammim. 2 And Saul and the men of Israel gathered and camped in the valley. They formed ranks for battle opposite the foreigners. 3 And the foreigners stood on the hill on one side, and Israel stood on the hill on the other side, with the circle between them. 4 And a strong man came out from the foreigners’ camp. His name was Goliath from Gath. His height was four arm lengths and a span. 5 And there was a helmet on his head, and he was wearing a coat of chainmail, and the weight of his coat was five thousand shekels of bronze and iron. 6 And he had bronze greaves on his legs and a bronze shield between his shoulders. 7 And the shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his spearhead was six hundred shekels of iron, and the carrier for his weapons went before him. 8 And he stood up and shouted to the camp of Israel and said to them, “Why have you come out to prepare for battle opposite of us? Am I not a foreigner, and are you Hebrews of Saul? Choose for yourselves a man and let him come down to me. 9 And if he is able to fight against me, and if he can strike me down, then we will be your slaves. But if I am able and I can strike him down, then you will be our slaves, and you will serve us.” 10 And the foreigner said, “Look! I scorn the camp of Israel today, on this day! Give me a man, and both of us will fight together one on one!” 11 And Saul and all Israel heard these words from the foreigner, and they were shocked and very afraid. 

32 And David said to Saul, “Surely the heart of my lord should not be dejected because of him. Your slave will go and fight with this foreigner.” 33 And Saul said to David, “You cannot go up against the foreigner to fight him because you are a boy and he is a man, a warrior from his youth.” 34 And David said to Saul, “Your servant was shepherding for his father with the flock. And when the lion or the bear was coming and tried to take sheep from the flock, 35 I would go out after it and strike it and draw out from its mouth. And if it rose against me, then I held its throat and struck and killed it. 36 And your servant has beat down the bear and the lion, and the uncircumcised foreigner will be like one of these. Will I not go and strike him down and remove today the disgrace from Israel? Because who is this uncircumcised one who scorns the camp of the living God? 37 The Lord who rescued me from the hand of the lion and from the hand of the bear, he will rescue me from the hand of this uncircumcised foreigner.” So Saul said to David, “Go, and may the Lord be with you.” 38 And Saul put on David a wool cloak and bronze helmet on his head. 39 And he strapped his sword onto David around his wool cloak. But he grew weary walking around once and twice. So David said to Saul, “I would not be able to go on in this because I have no experience.” So they removed them from him. 40 And he took his staff in hand and chose five perfect stones for himself from the wadi and put them in the shepherd bag that was with him for storage. And with his sling in his hand, he approached the foreign man.a 42 And Goliath saw David and had dishonored him because he was a boy and he was ruddy, with attractive eyes. 43 So the foreigner said to David, “Am I like a dog that you would come against me with a rod and stones?” But David answered, “No, rather, you are worse than a dog!” And the foreigner swore at David by his gods. 44 And the foreigner said to David, “Come over here to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the heavens and to the livestock of the earth.” 45 And David said to the foreigner, “You come against me with a sword and with a spear and with a shield, but I come to you with the name of the Lord God Sabaoth of the army of Israel whom you scorned today. 46 And the Lord will shut you up today into my hand, and I will kill you and remove your head from you and give your limbs and the limbs of the army of the foreigners on this day to the birds of the heavens and the wild animals of the earth. And the whole earth will know that God is in Israel. 47 And this entire assembly will know that the Lord does not deliver by the sword or spear, because the battle is the Lord’s, and the Lord will hand you over into my hand.” 48 And the foreigner rose and went to meet David. 49 And David reached his hand into his bag and took a single stone from there and launched it. He struck the foreigner on his forehead, and the stone penetrated through his helmet into his forehead, and he fell on his face on the ground. 51 And David ran and stood over him and took his sword and executed him and removed his head. And the foreigners saw that their strongest had died, and they fled. 52 And the men of Israel and Judah rose and raised the war cry. And they pursued them closely as far as the entrance of Gath and as far as the gate of Ekron, and corpses of the foreigners fell on the road to the gate even as far as Gath and as far as Ekron. 53 Then the men of Israel returned, turning around after the foreigners, and trampled their camp. 54 And David took the head of the foreigner and brought it to Jerusalem, and his weapons he put in his tent. 




Saul Jealous of David

18 b6 And the dancers came out to meet David from every town in Israel with tambourines and with celebration and with cymbals. 7 And the women began and sang, 

“Saul has struck down his thousands 

and David his ten thousands.” 

8 And the statement was viewed as evil in Saul’s eyes. And this is what he said about these words: “To David they give the tens of thousands, and to me they give thousands.” 9 And Saul began watching David with suspicion from that day and onward.a 12 And Saul was afraid of the face of David. 13 And he removed him from before himself and appointed him as his commander of a thousand, and he went out and came in before the people. 14 And David was prudent in all his ways, and the Lord was with him. 15 And Saul saw how he was very prudent, and he was annoyed by his face. 16 And all Israel and Judah loved David because he came in and went out before the face of the people.b 20 And Michal, the daughter of Saul, loved David, and she told Saul, and it was good in his eyes. 21 So Saul said, “I will give her to him, and she will be a snare for him.” And the hand of the foreigners was against Saul. 22 And Saul commanded his servants, saying, “Speak, all of you, covertly with David, saying, ‘Look, the king wants for you, and all his servants love you, so you must become an in-law to the king.’ ” 23 So the servants of Saul spoke into the ear of David these words, and David said, “Is it simple in your eyes to become an in-law to the king? And I am a humble man and do not have honor.” 24 And the servants of Saul reported to him about these words that David spoke. 25 And Saul said, “This is what you should say to David: ‘The king has no desire for a bride gift but rather for a hundred foreskins from the foreigners to avenge against the enemies of the king.” And Saul was counting on him being thrown into the hands of the foreigners. 26 And the servants of Saul explained to David these words. And the issue seemed fair in David’s eyes to become an in-law to the king. 27 So David rose, and he and his men went, and he struck against the foreigners one hundred men and brought their foreskins to the king, and he became a son-in-law to the king. And he gave to him Michal, his daughter, to him as his wife. 28 And Saul saw that the Lord was with David and all Israel loved him. 29 And he grew in his wary suspicion of David even more.c 




Saul Tries to Kill David

19 And Saul spoke to Jonathan, his son, and to all his servants about killing David. 2 And Jonathan, Saul’s son, cared very much for David. So Jonathan explained to David, saying, “Saul is seeking to kill you. Watch, therefore, tomorrow morning, and hide and stay hidden. 3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you would be there. And I will speak about you to my father and will find out if there is anything wrong, and I will report to you.” 4 And Jonathan spoke well about David to Saul, his father, and said to him, “The king should not sin against your servant David because he has not sinned against you, and his actions are very good. 5 And he put his life in his hand and struck down the foreigner, and the Lord made a great deliverance. And all Israel saw and celebrated, and so why do you sin against innocent blood by killing David for no reason?” 6 And Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan, and Saul swore, saying, “As the Lord lives, he will not be killed.” 7 And Jonathan called David and reported to him all these words. Then Jonathan brought David to Saul. And he was in the presence of him as he was yesterday and the day before. 

8 And the war continued to be against David, but David was victorious, and he fought the foreigners and struck down a very great slaughter among them, and so they fled from his face. 9 And an evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and he was in his house lying down, and a spear was in his hand, and David was playing a stringed instrument with his hands. 10 And Saul tried to strike David with a spear, but David moved from the face of Saul, and the spear struck the wall, and David escaped and was safe. 11 And it happened in that night, Saul sent messengers to David’s house to watch him in order to kill him in the morning, and Michal, his wife, reported this to David, saying, “If you do not protect your own life this night, tomorrow you will be killed.” 12 And Michal lowered David through the window, and he departed and fled and was saved. 13 And Michal took the household idol and put it on the bed, and a goat liver she put on its head, and she covered it with clothing. 14 And Saul sent messengers to take David, and they replied that he was unwell. 15 And he sent for David, saying, “Bring him on his bed to me so that I might kill him.” 16 And the messengers came, and look, the household idol was on the bed and a goat liver on its head. 17 And Saul said to Michal, “Why have you deceived me like this and sent away my enemy and saved him?” And Michal said to Saul, “He said, ‘Send me away, otherwise, I will kill you.’ ” 

David Meets Samuel at Ramah

18 So David fled and was safe and went to Samuel in Ramah and told him everything that Saul had done to him; and David and Samuel went and stayed in Naioth in Ramah. 19 And it was reported to Saul, saying, “Look! David is in Naioth in Ramah.” 20 And Saul sent messengers to capture David, and they saw the assembly of the prophets, and Samuel was standing, presiding over them. And the Spirit of God came over the messengers of Saul, and they began prophesying. 21 And it was reported to Saul, and he sent other messengers, and they also prophesied. And Saul continued to send messengers a third time, and they also prophesied. 22 And Saul grew wrathful with anger. So he also went to Ramah, and he went as far as the cistern of the threshing floor in Secu. And there he asked and said, “Where are Samuel and David?” And they said, “Look, they are in Naioth at Ramah.” 23 And he went from there into Naioth in Ramah. And the Spirit of God also came upon him, and he went prophesying as far as his journey to Naioth in Ramah. 24 And he took off his clothing and prophesied before them and fell naked that entire day and the entire night. Because of this, they said, “Is also Saul among the prophets?” 




David and Jonathan

20 And David fled from Naioth in Ramah and went to Jonathan and said, “What have I done, and what is my crime, and how have I sinned before your father that he seeks after my life?” 2 And Jonathan said to him, “By no means to you! You will not die! Look, my father would not do even a small thing and not disclose it to my ear, so why would my father hide this matter? This cannot be!” 3 And David answered to Jonathan and said, “Knowing this, your father has recognized that I have found favor in your eyes and said to himself, ‘Jonathan does not know this. He would not want it.’ But as the Lord lives and as your life lives, because just as he said, it has been filled up between me and death.” 4 And Jonathan said to David, “What does your life desire, and what can I do for you?” 5 And David said to Jonathan, “Look, now there is a new moon tomorrow, and I, staying, will not stay to eat. Instead, you will send me away, and I will hide in the plain until evening. 6 If when he observes, your father observes that I am gone, and you will say, ‘Being excused, David was excused from me to run as far as to Bethlehem, his city, because there is a sacrifice of the day there for the entire clan.’ 7 If he says this, “Good,’ then there is peace for your servant; but if he answers you harshly, then you can be sure that evil has been determined by him. 8 So act compassionately with your servant, because you brought your slave into a covenant of the Lord. And if there is wrongdoing in your servant, kill me yourself. Why should you bring me to your father?” 9 And Jonathan said, “By no means, if I learn that evil has been determined by my father to come upon you, will I kill you. And if not, it shall be to your cities. I am telling you this.” 10 And David said to Jonathan, “Who should report to me if your father answers harshly?” 11 And Jonathan said to David, “Come, and remain in the field.” And both of them went out into the field. 

12 And Jonathan said to David, “The Lord God of Israel knows that I will closely examine my father threefold as the time would come. And look, if it is good concerning David, then I will not send for you in the field. 13 God will do this to Jonathan, and he will add this because I will report the evils upon you and make known to your ear and send you away. And you will depart in peace, and the Lord will be with you, just as he was with my father. 14 And indeed, if I am still living, then you will act compassionately with me. And if in death, I should die, 15 you must never remove your compassion from my house. And if not, when the Lord removes each of David’s enemies from the face of the earth, that the name of Jonathan should be found from the house of David, then may the Lord seek out enemies for David.”a 17 And Jonathan also swore to David that he loved the soul of the one who loved him. 18 And Jonathan said, “Tomorrow is the new moon, and you will see that your seat will be taken into account. 19 And you will wait three days. So watch and go to your place where you can hide on the workday, and you must stay near that ergab.b 20 And I will act three times with arrows, shooting, sending them out to the target. 21 And look, I will send my servant, saying, ‘Over here, find for me the arrow.’ If I should say, saying, to the servant, ‘Here, the arrow is far away from you, and here, take it,’ then you should come back, because there is peace for you and there is no word of the Lord, as the Lord lives. 22 But if I should say this to the youth, ‘Here, the arrow is away from you and beyond,’ then you must leave, because the Lord has sent you away. 23 And the word that I and you have spoken, look, the Lord is a witness between me and you until eternity.” 

24 And David hid in the field, and the month arrived, and the king came to the table to eat. 25 And he sat at his seat as he had before, at the seat near the wall, and Jonathan came near and Abner sat beside Saul and the place of David was noticeable. 26 And Saul did not speak on that day, for he said, “Perhaps he appears unclean because he did not cleanse himself.” 27 And it happened on the next day of the month, the second day, and the place of David was noticed. And Saul said to Jonathan, his son, “Why is it that the son of Jesse is not here at the table both yesterday and today?” 28 And Jonathan answered Saul and said to him, “David asked to be excused from me as far as to go to Bethlehem, his city. 29 He had said, ‘Send me away now because there is a sacrifice of the clan for us in the city, and my brothers have commanded to me. And so now, if I have found favor in your eyes, I will get away now and see my brothers.’ Because of this he is not with us at the table of the king.” 30 And Saul became very wrathful with anger against Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son of a whore! Don’t I know that you are friends with the son of Jesse, to your own shame and to the shame of your mother’s nakedness? 31 Because all the days that the son of Jesse should be alive on the earth, your kingdom will not be prepared. Now therefore, sending, bring the young man because this man is a son of death.” 32 And Jonathan answered Saul, “Why should he die? What has he done?” 33 And Saul raised his spear against Jonathan to kill him, and Jonathan knew that this evil had been determined by his father to kill David. 34 And Jonathan sprang up from the table in wrathful anger, and he did not eat food on the second day of the month because his father had decided against him. 

35 And morning came, and Jonathan went out into the field just as he arranged for the evidence for David, and a small servant was with him. 36 And he said to the servant, “Run, find the arrow for me that I am shooting.” And the servant ran, and he shot the arrow and sent it beyond him. 37 And the servant went as far as the location of the arrow that Jonathan shot. 38 But Jonathan shouted after the young man and said, “There, the arrow is away from you and beyond.” And Jonathan shouted after his servant, saying, “Hurry quickly and do not stand still!” And so, the servant of Jonathan gathered up the arrows for his master. 39 And the servant did not know anything. Only Jonathan and David knew. 40 And Jonathan gave his weapons to his servant and said to his servant, “Go, head into the city.” 41 And as the servant went, David rose from the ergaba and fell on his face and honored him three times, and each of them embraced his friend, and each of them wept for his friend until the great end.b 42 And Jonathan said, “Go in peace, and as we both have sworn in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘the Lord will be a witness between me and you and your seed for eternity.’ ” 43 cAnd David rose and left, and Jonathan went into the city. 




David and the Consecrated Bread

21 And David went to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest, and Ahimelech was surprised by his visit and said to him, “Why are you alone and no one is with you?” 2 And David said to the priest, “The king has commanded me in a matter today and said to me, ‘Nobody must learn of the matter about which I am sending you and concerning what I have commanded you.’ And to my servants I have affirmed at the place the one called ‘Faithfulness of God,’ Phellani Maemonei. 3 And now, there are from your hand five bread loaves, so give to my hand whatever you find.” 4 And the priest responded to David and said, “There is no common bread from my hand, for instead consecrated bread is here. If the servants are kept from a woman, then they will eat.” 5 And David answered the priest and said to him, “We have abstained from women since yesterday and the previous day on my journey. On the road all the servants became purified, and this road is common; for that reason, I will sanctify them today with my instruments.” 6 So Ahimelech the priest gave them the bread of presentation, because there was no bread except the bread of the face that had been removed from the face of the Lord so that warm bread could replace it, that on the day he took them. 7 And there was a servant of Saul on that day confined, detained before the Lord, and his name was Doeg the Syrian, who tended the mules of Saul. 8 And David said to Abimelech, “See if there is from your hand a spear or sword, because my sword and equipment I had not taken in my hand because the mission of the king was in haste.” 9 And the priest said, “Here is the sword of Goliath the foreigner whom you struck down in the valley of Elah, and it has been wrapped in cloth. If you would take this for yourself, take it, because there is no other, only this one here.” And David said, “Look, there is none like it. Give it to me.” 10 So he gave it to him. And David rose and fled in that day from the face of Saul. David went to Achish, the king of Gath. 

11 And the servants of Achish said to him, “Is this not David, the king of the land? Did not the dancers take the lead, saying about this one, ‘Saul struck down in his thousands and David in his tens of thousands?’ ” 

12 And David set the words in his heart, and he was very frightened by the face of Achish, the king of Gath. 13 And so he changed his face before him and pretended on that day, and he drummed on the doors of the city and gestured madly with his hands, and he fell against the door of the gate, and he let his saliva run down on his beard. 14 And Achish said to his servants, “Look, see a disabled man; that why did you bring him to me? 15 Do I lack mad men that you bring him to have a fit for me? This man will not come into the house.” 




David at Adullam

22 And David departed from there and escaped, and he went to the cave that is in Adullam; and his brothers and the house of his father heard, and they went down to him there. 2 And people were constantly gathering to him, everyone in distress and everyone indebted and everyone afflicted in spirit, and he was over them as a leader; and there were with him about four hundred men. 

3 And David departed from there to Mizpah of Moab and said to the king of Moab, “Now let my father and my mother stay with you until I know what God will do for me.” 4 And he persuaded the face of the king of Moab, and they settled with him all the days David was in the stronghold. 5 And Gad the prophet said to David, “Do not remain in the stronghold. Go and stay in the land of Judah.” So David went, and he came and stayed in the city of Sarich. 

Saul Slaughters the Priests of Nob

6 And Saul heard that David and the men with him had been found. So Saul sat on the hill before the field in Ramah, and his spear was in his hand, and all his servants were sitting beside him. 7 And Saul said to his servants standing beside him and said to them, “Listen, now, sons of Benjamin. If truly the son of Jesse will give to all of you fields and vineyards and will appoint all of you as leaders of a hundred and commanders of a thousand, 8 is that why you are conspiring, all of you, against me, and no one informs my ear about my son’s arranging of a covenant with the son of Jesse, and there is no one feeling sorry for me from among you and informing my ear that my son gathered my slaves against me as enemies today?” 9 And Doeg the Syrian in charge over Saul’s mules answered and said, “I have seen the son of Jesse staying in Nob with Ahimelech son of Ahitub the priest. 10 And he inquired for him of God, and provisions he gave him, and the sword of Goliath the foreigner he gave him.” 11 And the king sent to call for Ahimelech son of Ahitub and all his father’s sons, the priests in Nob, and all came to the king. 12 And Saul said, “Listen, now, son of Ahitub.” And he said, “Here I am. Speak, lord.” 13 And Saul said to him, “Why did you conspire against me, you and the son of Jesse, by giving him bread and a sword and inquiring of God for him to set him against me as my enemy this day?” 14 And he answered the king and said, “And who among all your slaves is like David? He is faithful and the in-law of the king and ruler of your every command and is honored in your house. 15 Or did I begin today to inquire for him of God? By no means! Do not let the king give any word against his servant or against the entire house of his father, because your slave did not know in all this matter, small or great.” 16 And King Saul said, “In death, you will die, Ahimelech, you and the entire house of your father.” 17 And the king said to the runners standing with them, “Approach and put to death the priests of the Lord because their hand is with David and because they knew that he fled and did not disclose it to my ear.” But the servants of the king did not want to lay their hands to attend with the priests of the Lord. 18 So the king said to Doeg, “Turn, you, and deal with the priests.” And Doeg the Syrian turned and put to death the priests of the Lord on that day, three hundred and five men, all carrying the ephod. 19 And he struck Nob, the city of the priests, with the edge of the sword, from man to woman, from child to the suckling baby, and the calf and donkey and sheep. 

20 And he escaped, one son of Ahimelech son of Ahitub. His name was Abiathar, and he fled after David. 21 And Abiathar reported to David that Saul executed all the priests of the Lord. 22 And David said to Abiathar, “I had known on that day that Doeg the Syrian, that when he reported, he would report to Saul. I am responsible for the lives of your father’s house. 23 Remain with me. Do not fear, because wherever I seek a place to live, I will also seek one for you because you are protected with me.” 




David Saves Keilah

23 And it was reported to David, saying, “Look, the foreigners are attacking at Keilah, and they are plundering it; they are trampling the threshing floor.” 2 And David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Should I go and strike these foreigners?” And the Lord said, “Go, and you will strike down these foreigners, and you shall strike Keilah.” 3 And the men of David said to him, “Look! We, here in Judah, are afraid. What will happen if we go to Keilah and join the spoils of the foreigners?” 4 And so David set to inquire yet again of the Lord, and the Lord answered him and said to him, “Rise and go down to Keilah because I have given the foreigners into your hand.” 5 And so David and the men with him went to Keilah and fought with the foreigners, and they fled from their face, and he led away their livestock, and he struck a great blow against them. And David saved the people who dwell in Keilah. 

6 And it happened that with the fleeing of Abiathar son of Ahimelech to David, and he went down with David to Keilah with the ephod in his hand. 7 And it was reported to Saul that David was in Keilah, and Saul said, “God sold him into my hands since he has trapped himself by going into a city with doors and bars.” 8 So Saul summoned all the people for battle to go down to Keilah, to confine David and the men with him. 9 And David learned that Saul was not quietly ignoring the evil against him. And so David said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod of the Lord.” 10 And David said, “Lord, God of Israel, with my ears, your servant has heard that Saul seeks to come against Keilah, to destroy the city because of me. 11 Will it be a trap?a And now will Saul come down just as your servant heard? Lord God of Israel, tell your servant.” And the Lord said, “It will be a trap.” 13 And David rose, and there were about four hundred men with him. And they departed from Keilah and went wherever they went. And to Saul, it was reported that David escaped from Keilah, and he stopped the expedition. 

David Hides in the Wilderness

14 And he stayed in the wilderness at Maserem, in the narrow pass, and stayed in the wilderness in the hill country of Ziph, in the arid land. And Saul sought him every day, and the Lord did not hand him over to him. 15 And David saw that Saul had come out to seek after David, and David was in the arid hill country at New Ziph. 16 And Jonathan son of Saul rose and went to David at New Ziph and strengthened his hand in the Lord. 17 And he said to him, “Do not fear, because the hand of Saul my father will not find you. You will be king over Israel, and I will be with you as second. Saul, my father, knows this much.” 18 And they reestablished together a covenant before the Lord. And David stayed in New Ziph, and Jonathan departed to his home. 

19 And the Ziphites went up from the arid region to Saul on the hill, saying, “Look, isn’t David hiding by us in Messara, in the narrow pass in the New Ziph in the hill country of Hachilah beside Jeshimon? 20 And now, regarding everything to the soul of the king for coming down, let him come down to us; they have trapped him in the hands of the king.” 21 And Saul said to them, “May you be honored by the Lord because you felt sorry for me. 22 You should go now and prepare again and confirm his location, where his foot will be in haste, there where you said; otherwise, he might act cunningly. 23 And look and determine, and we will go with you. And it will be if he is on the earth, then I will search him out in all the thousands of Judah!” 24 And the Ziphites rose, and they went in front of Saul. And David and his men were in the wilderness at Maon by evening from the right of Jeshimon. 25 Saul and his men went to seek him, and they reported to David, and he went down to the rock in the wilderness of Maon. And Saul heard about it, and he chased closely after David into the wilderness of Maon. 26 And Saul and his men went from one side of this mountain, and David and his men were from the other side of this mountain. And David was hiding to get away from the face of Saul, and Saul and his men camped against David and his men so that they could catch them. 27 And a messenger for Saul came, saying. “Hurry! And come on! For the foreigners have attacked the land!” 28 And so Saul turned back and did not closely pursue after David. And he went to meet the foreigners. Because of this, that place was called the Divided Rock. 




David Spares Saul’s Life

24 And David rose up from there and stayed in the narrow pass of En-gedi. 

2 And it happened, as Saul turned back from following the foreigners, and it was reported to him, saying that David was in the wilderness of En-gedi. 3 And he took with himself three thousand chosen men from all of Israel and went to seek David and his men at the face of Eddaiem. 4 And he came to the flocks of sheep beside the road, and there was a cave, and Saul went in to relieve himself.a And David and his men were staying in the far back of the cave. 5 And the men of David said to him, “Look, this is the day about which the Lord told you, to deliver your enemy into your hand; and you will do to him as it is good in your eyes.” So, David rose and cut a flap from Saul’s cloak secretly. 6 And it happened after this David’s heart struck him because he cut off the flap of his cloak. 7 And David said to his men, “In no way is it for me from the Lord that I should do this to the anointed one of the Lord, to lay my hand upon him, because he is the Lord’s anointed.” 8 And David persuaded his men with words and forbid them from rising to slay Saul. 

And Saul rose and went down the road. 9 And David rose after him from the cave, and David called after Saul, saying, “Lord, king!” And Saul attentively looked to what was behind him. And David bowed on his face on the earth and honored him. 10 And David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of the people who say, ‘Look, David is seeking your life.’ 11 Behold, on this day your eyes have seen how the Lord handed you over today into my hand in the cave, and I was quite unwilling to kill you, and so I spared you and said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my master because he is the Lord’s anointed.’ 12 And look, a flap of your cloak is in my hand. I cut the flap and did not kill you. You must understand and see this day, because evil is not in my hand nor ungodliness or betrayal, and I have not sinned against you. Yet you are trying to capture me to take my life. 13 May the Lord be judge between me and you, and may the Lord avenge me from you, and my hand will not be against you. 14 Just as the ancient proverb says, ‘From the lawless, error comes out,’ and my hand will not be against you. 15 And now, after whom do you go out, O king of Israel? After what do you closely pursue? After a dead dog, and after a single flea? 16 May the Lord be as judge and jury between me and you. May the Lord see and judge my judgment and acquit me from your hand.” 

17 And this is what happened when David finished speaking these words to Saul. Saul said, “Is this your voice, my child David?” And Saul lifted his voice and wept. 18 And Saul said to David, “You are righteous before me because you repaid me with good, but I repaid you with evil. 19 And you have told me today what good you have done to me, as the Lord delivered me today into your hands, and you did not kill me. 20 And if someone were to find his enemy in distress and sent him on a good path, then the Lord will repay him with good, just as you have done today. 21 And now, look, I know that when being king, you will be king, and the kingdom of Israel will be placed in your hands. 22 So now swear to me by the Lord that you will not completely destroy my seed after me nor will you remove my name from my father’s house.” 23 And David swore to Saul. Then Saul departed to his home, and David and his men went up to the Messaraa narrow pass. 




The Death of Samuel

25 And Samuel died, and all Israel assembled and mourned him, and they buried him at his home in Ramah. And David rose and went down to the wilderness of Maon. 

David, Nabal, and Abigail

2 And there was a man in Maon, and his sheep were at Carmel, and the man was very great, and to him were three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. And he was in the midst of shearing his flocks at Carmel. 3 And the man’s name was Nabal, and his wife’s name was Abigail. And his wife was very intelligent and had a very good appearance. But her husband was stubborn and evil in his habits, and the man was like a dog. 4 And David heard in the wilderness that Nabal the Carmelite was shearing his flock. 5 And David sent ten servants and said to the servants, “Go up to Carmel and head toward Nabal and greet him on behalf of my name in peace. 6 And you will say this: ‘For the season, may you be healthy, your house and all the ones with you be healthy. 7 And now, look, I have heard that they are shearing for you now, your shepherds who were with us in the wilderness. And we did not hinder them, and we did not demand from them anything the entire time they were at Carmel. 8 Ask your servants, and they will tell you; and let your servants find your favor in your eyes because on a good day we have come. Give, now, whatever your hand might find for your son David.’ ” 9 And the servants went and spoke these words to Nabal, and all these words in the name of David. And he jumped up 10 and Nabal answered the servants of David and said, “Who is David, and who is this son of Jesse? These days slaves are multiplying, each leaving from their master’s face. 11 Should I take my bread and my wine and my meat that I have sacrificed for my sheep shearers, as well as the sheep, and will I give them to men whom I do not know from where they came?” 

12 And David’s servants turned back on their way and returned and went and reported to David concerning these words. 13 And so David said to his men, “Everyone strap on his sword!” And they went up, following David—about four hundred men. And two hundred stayed with the supplies. 14 And one of the servants reported to Abigail, the wife of Nabal, saying, “Look, David sent messengers from the wilderness to honor our master, and he turned aside from them. 15 And the men were very kind to us. They did not hinder us or demand anything from us every day that we were with them. 16 And while we were in the field, they were like a wall around us, and through the night and the day, every day that we were with them herding the flock. 17 And now, know and see what you will do, because evil has been determined against our master and against his house. And this man is a pestilent son, and no one can to speak to him.” 

18 So Abigail hurried and took two hundred bread loaves and two containers of wine and five prepared sheep and five ephahs of grain and one homer of raisins and two hundred fruit cakes and put them on a donkey. 19 And she said to her servants, “Go in front of me and look, I am coming after you.” And she did not tell her husband. 20 And it happened, when she was riding on the donkey and going down into the shelter of the mountain, and look, David and his men were coming down to meet her, and she met them. 21 And David had said, “I have protected presumptuously for an unjust man all his possessions in the wilderness, and we have not demanded to take anything from all his possessions. And now he repays us with evil instead of good. 22 This God should do to David, and this he will add if by morning I let one who urinates against a wall remain, of all those belonging to Nabal.” 

23 And Abigail saw David, and she hurried and jumped down from the donkey and fell before David on her face and honored him on the ground 24 at his feet. And she said, “On me, my master, is my wrongdoing. Now your slave must speak into your ears, and you must hear your slave’s word. 25 Now my master must not set his heart against this pestilent man because according to his name, so is he. Nabal is his name, and foolishness is with him. And I, your servant, did not see your servants whom you sent. 26 And now, lord, as the Lord lives, and your soul lives, just as the Lord prevented you from shedding innocent blood and saved your hand for yourself, and now, may your enemies become as Nabal is as well as those who seek to do evil to my master. 27 And now, receive the gift that your servant has brought to my master, and you will give it to the servants who follow my master. 28 Forgive, now, the transgression of your slave because the Lord will build for my master a faithful house because my master is fighting battles for the Lord, and evil will not be found in you ever. 29 And a person might rise chasing after you and seeking your life. But the life of my master will be bound with a bond of life beside the Lord God, and the life of your enemy will be thrown in the midst of a sling. 30 And it will be that the Lord will do to my master every good thing that he has spoken about you. He will charge you to be the ruler over Israel. 31 And this will not be an abomination for you and an offense to my master to shed innocent blood for no reason. And to save my lord’s hand for himself, the Lord does good to my master, and you will remember your servant, to do good to her.” 

32 And David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel who sent you to meet me! 33 And blessed is your character, and blessed be you, the one who has prevented me today from seeking blood and to save my hand for myself! 34 Surely because the Lord the God of Israel lives, who prevented me today from injuring you, because if you had not hurried and arrived to meet me, then I had said, ‘If I allow any to remain from Nabal by the light of morning one who urinates against the wall!’ ” 35 And David received from her hand everything that she brought for him and said to her, “Go up in peace to your house. See, I have listened to your voice and have chosen your face.” 36 And Abigail came to Nabal; and look, and he had a banquet of a king. And Nabal’s heart was pleased with himself, and he was drunk to a point of excess, and she did not tell him a word, small or great, until the light of morning. 37 And it happened in the morning as Nabal became sober from the wine, his wife told him these words, and his heart died inside him, and he became like stone. 38 And it happened about ten days later the Lord struck down Nabal, and he died. 

39 And David heard and said, “Blessed is the Lord, who judged the judgment of my insult from Nabal’s hand and held his servant back from the hand of evils, and the Lord returned the evil of Nabal against his own head.” And so, David sent and asked for Abigail to take her for himself as his wife. 40 And David’s servants came to Abigail at Carmel and spoke to her, saying, “David has sent us to you to take you for himself as his wife.” 41 And she rose and bowed down on the earth on her face and said, “Look, your servant is like a servant girl to wash the feet of your servants.” 42 And Abigail rose and rode on the donkey, and five girls followed her, and she followed the servants of David, and she became his wife. 43 And David took Ahinoam from Israel, and both of them were wives to him. 44 And Saul gave Michal, his daughter, the wife of David, to Palti son of Laish from Gallim. 




David Spares Saul a Second Time

26 And the Ziphites came from the arid country to Saul in the hill country, saying, “Look, David is hiding with us in the hills in Hachilah opposite the face of Jeshimon.” 2 So Saul rose and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, and with him there were three thousand choice men from Israel looking for David in the wilderness of Ziph. 3 And Saul camped on the hill of Hachilah facing Jeshimon, by the road. And David stayed in the wilderness. David saw that Saul arrived after him in the wilderness. 4 And so David sent spies and confirmed that Saul was arriving readily from Keilah. 5 And David rose secretly and went to the place where Saul was sleeping there; and there was Abner son of Ner, his commander, and Saul was sleeping in a covered chariot, and the people were camping in a circle around him. 6 And David responded and said to Ahimelech the Hittite and to Abishai son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab, saying, “Who will go with me to Saul into the camp?” And Abishai said, “I will go in with you.” 7 And David and Abishai went to the people at night and look, Saul, was lying down sleeping in a covered chariot, and his spear was planted in the earth beside his head, and Abner and his people slept in a circle around him. 8 And Abishai said to David, “Today the Lord has trapped your enemy in your hand, and now I can strike him with the spear in the earth once, and I should not need to do it again to him.” 9 And David said to Abishai, “Do not humble him, for who can lay his hand on the Lord’s anointed one and remain guiltless?” 10 And David said, “As the Lord lives, if the Lord should not discipline him, either his day shall come and he will die, or in battle he will fall and be added. 11 It is certainly not for me from the Lord to lay my hand on the Lord’s anointed one. And now, take the spear from here beside his head and the flask of water, and then we should leave by ourselves.” 12 And so David took the spear and the flask of water from beside his head, and they left by themselves, and there was no one who saw, and there was no one who knew, and there was no one who woke up; everyone slept because a stupor from the Lord fell over them. 

13 And David crossed through into the pass and stood on the top of the mountain at a distance, and wide was the distance between them. 14 And David called to the people and spoke to Abner, saying, “Will you not answer, Abner?” And Abner said, “Who are you? Who calls?” 15 And David said to Abner, “Are you not a man? And who is like you in Israel? And why don’t you take care of your master, the king? For someone came in from the people to destroy the king, your master. 16 It is not good, this thing that you have done. As the Lord lives, for you are sons of execution, who guard the king, your master, the anointed one of the Lord. And now, here is the spear of the king and his flask of water. Were they not at the place by his head?” 

17 And Saul recognized the voice of David and said, “Is this your voice, child, David?” And David said, “It is your servant, master, king.” 18 And he said, “What is this, the master closely pursues after his servant, for how have I sinned, and what crime does he find in me? 19 And now listen, my master, the king to the word of his servant. If God has stirred you against me, may he catch the scent of your sacrifice. And if it is from the sons of humans, may they be greatly cursed before the Lord because they have driven me out today, so that I cannot settle in the inheritance of the Lord, saying, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ 20 And now may my blood never fall upon the earth opposite the face of the Lord because the king of Israel has come out to seek my life, just as the horned owl hunts in the mountains.” 21 And Saul said, “I have sinned. Return, child David, because I will not injure you. For what honor is my life in your eyes? And on this day, I have acted foolishly and lacked discernment in great abundance.” 

22 And David answered and said, “Look, the spear of the king, let one of the servants come and take it. 23 And the Lord will return each one of his righteous acts and his faith, as the Lord handed you over today into my hand, and I did not want to place my hand on the anointed one of the Lord. 24 And look, just as your life was extended in this day in my eyes, in the same way, may my life be extended before the Lord, and that he might protect me and rescue me from all distress.” 25 And Saul said to David, “Bless you, child, and in doing, you will do, and in being able, you will be capable.” And then David departed to his place. And Saul returned to his way. 




David among the Philistines

27 And David spoke in his heart, saying, “Now I will be added on some day to Saul’s hand, and it is not good for me unless I am delivered in the land of the foreigners. And Saul will go on seeking me in every boundary of Israel, and I will escape from his hand.” 2 So David rose, and the four hundred men with him, to Achish son of Maoch, king of Gath. 3 And David stayed with Achish, he and each of his men and his house, and David and both his wives, Ahinoam the Israelite and Abigail the wife of Nabal from Carmel. 4 And it was reported to Saul that David had fled to Gath, and he stopped seeking him. 5 And David said to Achish, “If indeed your servant has found favor in your eyes, then give me a place in one of the cities by fields, and I will live there. And why should your servant stay in the royal city with you?” 6 And he gave him in that day Ziklag. This is why Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah until this day. 

7 And the number of days that David stayed in the way of the foreigners was four months. 8 And David and his men regularly went up and fought against all the Geshurites and against the Amalekites. And look, the land was being settled as far north up to the region by Telam, which is walled, and as far south as Egypt. 9 And he beat the land and did not leave alive any man or woman. He took flocks and cattle and donkeys and camels and clothing and returned and went to Achish. 10 And Achish would say to David, “Against whom did you attack today?” And David would say to Achish, “Against the south of Judah and against the south of the Jerahmeelites and against the south of the Kenites. 11 And no man or woman did he keep alive to bring to Gath, saying, “They must not report to Gath about us, saying, ‘This is what David does, and this is his duty.’ ” All the days David stayed in the field of the foreigners 12 David was trusted by Achish very much, saying, “He has dishonored himself with shame among his people in Israel, and he will be a servant for me for eternity.” 




Saul Consults a Medium at Endor

28 And it happened in those days, the foreigners assembled in their camp to come out to fight with Israel. And Achish said to David, “Knowing, I know that you will come out to battle with me, you and the men with you.” 2 And David said to Achish, “Thus now, you will know what your servant will do.” And Achish said to David, “Thus, as chief body guard, I will appoint you all of my days.” 

3 And Samuel died, and all Israel mourned for him. And they buried him in Ramah, in his city. And Saul removed the mediums and those with special knowledge from the land. 4 And the foreigners assembled and came and camped at Shunem, and Saul assembled all the men of Israel and camped at Gilboa. 5 And Saul saw the camp of the foreigners, and he was afraid, and his heart was very bewildered. 6 So Saul inquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer him in dreams or in the symbols of revelation or in the prophets. 7 So Saul said to his servants, “Look for a woman medium for me, and I will go to her and seek in her.” And his servants said to him, “Look, there is a woman medium in Endor.” 8 And Saul disguised himself and put on other clothing, and he went, and two men with him, and they came to the woman during the night and said to her, “Perform divinations now for me by witchcraft, and raise up for me whoever I tell you.” 9 And the woman said to him, “Look now, you know everything that Saul has done, about how he cut off the mediums and those with special knowledge from the land. So why are you laying a trap for my life to have me executed?” 10 And Saul swore to her, saying, “As the Lord lives, if injustice meets you in this matter.” 11 And the woman said, “Who should I raise up for you?” And he said, “Raise up Samuel for me.” 12 And the woman saw Samuel and cried out a loud voice. And the woman said to Saul, “Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!” 13 And the king said to her, “Do not fear; say who you see.” And she said to him, “A god I see, coming up from the earth.” 14 And he said to her, “What do you perceive?” And she said to him, “A man, upright, coming up from the earth and wrapped in this cloak.” And Saul knew that this was Samuel. And so, he bowed on his face on the earth and honored him. 15 And Samuel said, “Why have you disturbed me by raising me?” And Saul said, “I am very distressed, and the foreigners are fighting against me, and God has gone from me and has stopped listening to me both by hand of the prophets and in dreams. So now I have called you to reveal to me what I should do.” 16 And Samuel said, “Why do you inquire of me? The Lord has gone from you and is with your neighbor. 17 And the Lord has done to you just as the Lord had said by my hand. And the Lord will tear your kingdom from your hand and will give it to your neighbor, David. 18 Because you did not listen to the voice of the Lord and did not execute his angry wrath on the Amalekites, because of this, the Lord did these things to you on this day. 19 And the Lord will hand Israel over with you into the hands of the foreigners. Tomorrow you and your sons with you will fall. And the Lord will place the camp of Israel into the hands of the foreigners.” 

20 And Saul hurried. And as he stood, he fell on the earth. And he was made very afraid from the words of Samuel, and the strength was no longer in him, since he had not eaten bread during the entire day and that entire night. 21 And the woman came in to Saul, and she saw that he was very hurried, and she said to him, “Look now, your servant has listened to your voice, and I have put my life in my hand and have listened to the words that you spoke to me. 22 And now you must listen indeed to the voice of your servant, and I will set before you a morsel of bread, and you should eat, and strength will be in you that you might go on your way.” 23 And he did not want to eat. But his servants and the woman urged him, and he listened to their voice. And he rose from the earth and sat on a chair. 24 And the woman had a grazing heifer in the building, and she hurried and slaughtered it and took wheat flour and kneaded it and baked unleavened bread. 25 And she brought it before Saul and before his servants, and they ate. And they rose and departed that night. 




The Philistines Reject David

29 And the foreigners assembled their entire camp at Aphek. And Israel camped at Aeddon in Israel. 2 And the satraps of the foreigners were passing by in hundreds and thousands, and David and his men were passing by in the last group with Achish. 3 And the satraps of the foreigners said, “Who are these who pass by?” And Achish said to the commanders of the foreigners, “Is this not David, the servant of Saul, king of Israel? He has been with us many days. This is the second year, and I have not found in him anything from that day he fell in to me until this day.” 4 And the commanders of the foreigners were frustrated about him. And they said to him, “Turn the man back to his place where you appointed him there, and do not let him come with us into battle, and do not let him to begin plotting against the camp. And how will this man be reconciled with his master? Would it not be on the heads of those men? 5 Is this not David, of whom they sang in the choir, saying, ‘Saul has struck down in the number of his thousands, and David in his tens of thousands’?” 

6 And so Achish called David and said to him, “As the Lord lives, you have been righteous and good in my eyes, as well as your goings and your comings with me in the camp, and I have not found evil against you from that day you came to me until today. But in the eyes of the satraps, you are good. 7 So now you must turn back and go in peace, and you must definitely not do evil in the eyes of the satraps of the foreigners.” 8 And David said to Achish, “What have I done to you, and what have you found in your servant from that day I was before you even until this day, that I should not go to fight the enemies of my master the king?” 9 And Achish answered to David, “I know that you are good in my eyes, but the satraps of the foreigners are saying, ‘He must not be present with us in battle.’ 10 And now rise early in the morning, you and the servants of your master who arrived with you, and go to the place where I appointed you there. And this sinister report, do not set it in your heart, because you are good before me. So rise early on the road and let there be light for you and go.” 11 And so David rose early, he and his men, to depart and guard the land of the foreigners. And the foreigners went up to fight against Israel. 




David Defeats the Amalekites

30 And it happened when David and his men came to Keilah on the third day, Amalek made an attack against the south and against Ziklag, and they struck Ziklag and burned it with fire. 2 And the women and everyone in it, from young to old, they did not kill, whether male or female, but they took them prisoners and departed on their way. 3 And David and his men came to the city, and look, it was burnt with fire; their wives and their sons and their daughters had been taken prisoner. 4 So David and his men raised their voice and wept until there was no strength in them to continue weeping. 5 And both wives of David were taken prisoner—Ahinoam, the Israelite, and Abigail, the wife of Nabal from Carmel. 6 And David was very distressed because the people were saying that they should stone him, for the soul of all the people was grieved, each for his son and for his daughters. But David was strengthened by the Lord his God. 7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, son of Ahimelech, “Bring the ephod.” 8 And David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Should we closely pursue after this company? Will we seize them?” And he said to him, “Pursue them closely because when seizing, you will seize them, and when rescuing, you will rescue them.” 9 So David went, both him and the four hundred men with him, and they came to Wadi Besor, and the reserves stayed there. 10 And everyone else pursued with four hundred men—two hundred men had stayed behind, who stayed past the Wadi Besor. 

11 And they found an Egyptian man in a field, and they took him and brought him to David in the field, and they gave him bread, and he ate, and they gave him water to drink. 12 And they gave him a piece of fruitcake, and he ate, and it restored his spirit in him because he had not eaten bread and had not drank water for three days and three nights. 13 And David said to him, “Whose are you, and where are you from?” And the Egyptian slave said, “I am the slave of a man from the Amalekites. And my master left me behind because I was sick for three days, as of today. 14 And we attacked against the south of the Kerethites and against the side of Judah and against Gilboa. And Ziklag, we burned it with fire.” 15 And David said to him, “Will you lead me down against this company?” And he said, “Swear, indeed, to me by God that you will not kill me or give me over to the hands of my master, and I will lead down you against this company.” 16 And he led him there and look, they were spread over the entire face of the earth, eating and drinking and celebrating in all the great spoils that they took from the land of the foreigners and from the land of Judah. 17 And David came upon them and struck them from morning until evening and the next day, and no man escaped from them except four hundred boys who were riding on camels and fled. 18 And David took back everything that the Amalekites took. And he rescued both his wives. 19 Nothing was missing with them, whether small or great, and from the spoils, even to sons and daughters and to all that they took from them. David brought back everything. 20 And he took all the flocks and cattle and led them away in front of the spoils, and about those spoils it was said, “These are David’s spoils.” 

21 And David came to the two hundred men who were too exhausted to go after David, and he caused them to stay at Wadi Besor. And they went out for a meeting with David and a meeting with the people with him. And David came near to the people, and they greeted him in peace. 22 And every sinister and wicked man of the men, the warriors who went with David, responded and said, “Because they did not pursue closely with us, we will not give them anything from the spoils that we recovered except each one, his wife and his children, they may lead away and turn back home.” 23 And David said, “You should not act in this way with regard to the Lord’s handing them over to us and protecting us. The Lord put the company who came upon us into our hands. 24 And who will listen to you on this subject? Because they are not weaker than you; for on the basis of the share of the people who went down into battle, likewise will be the share of the people who stayed at the equipment. By this it will be divided.” 25 And it continued from that day and onward, and it became a command and a duty for Israel until today. 

26 And David came to Ziklag, and he sent the spoils of Judah to the elders and his neighbors, saying, “Here are the spoils of the Lord’s enemies.” 27 They were for those in Bethel and those in Ramah in the south and for those in Jattir, 28 and for those in Aroer and for those of Ammadi and for those in Siphmoth and for those in Eshtemoa 29 and for those in Gath and for those in Kinan and for those in Saphek and for those in Thimath, and for those in Racal and for those in the cities of Israel and for those in the cities of the Kenites, 30 and for those in Hormah and for those in Borashan, and for those in Athach, 31 and for those in Hebron and all the places that David traveled, he and his men. 




The Death of Saul and His Sons

31 And the foreigners fought against Israel, and the men of Israel fled from the face of the foreigners, and the bodies fell on the Mount Gilboa. 2 And the foreigners engaged Saul and his sons, and the foreigners beat down Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchishua son of Saul. 3 And the battle pressed against Saul, and the archers, the bowmen, found him, and he was wounded in the stomach. 4 And so Saul said to his armor carrier, “Draw your sword and run through me with it. Otherwise, these uncircumcised will come and run through me and mock me.” And his armor carrier did not want to do it because he was very afraid. So, Saul took the sword and fell upon it. 5 And his armor carrier saw that Saul had died and fell. And so he fell upon his own sword and died with him. 6 And Saul died along with his three sons and his armor carrier on that day in the same way. 7 The men of Israel in the valley pass and those in the Jordan pass saw that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons had died. And so they left their cities and fled, and the foreigners came and lived in them. 

8 And it happened the next day the foreigners came to strip the dead, and they found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9 And they returned to him and took his armor and sent it to the land of the foreigners, bringing the good news to their idols and people all around. 10 And they put his armor in the temple of Astarte and his body, fastened firmly on the wall of Beth-shan. 11 And the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead heard what the foreigners did to Saul. 12 And all the strong men rose and traveled the entire night, and they took the body of Saul and the body of Jonathan, his son, from the wall of Beth-shan, and they brought them to Jabesh and burned them there. 13 And they took their bones and buried them in the field at Jabesh, and then they fasted seven days. And it came to pass after Saul died that David returned from destroying Amalekites. David stayed in Ziklag for two days. 





2 KINGDOMS




David Learns of Jonathan and Saul’s Death

1 And it happened after the death of Saul that David returned from beating Amalek, and David stayed in Ziklag two days. 2 And it happened on the third day, and look, a man came from the camp from Saul’s people. His clothing was torn and there was dirt on his head. And it happened when he came in to David and he fell on the earth and bowed to him. 3 And David said to him, “From where have you come?” And he said to him, “I have escaped from the camp of Israel.” 4 And David said to him, “What is this message? Tell me!” And he said that the people fled from the battle and many from the people have fallen and died. Even Saul had died and Jonathan, his son, had died. 5 And David said to the servant reporting to him, “How do you know that they have died, Saul and Jonathan his son?” 6 And the servant reporting to him said, “By chance, I encountered him on Mount Gilboa, and look, Saul was leaning on his spear and look, the chariots and the horse captains were drawing close to him. 7 And he gazed closely at those behind him. He saw and called to me and I said, ‘Here I am.’ 8 And he said to me, ‘Who are you?’ And I said, ‘I am an Amalekite.’ 9 And he said to me, ‘Stand, now, over me and kill me because a dreadful darkness has seized me because all my life is before me.’ 10 So I stood over him and killed him because I knew that he would not live after his fall. I took the crown on his head and the armlet on his arm and have brought them to my lord here.” 11 And David grabbed his clothing and tore them and all the men with him tore their clothing. 12 And they mourned and fasted and wept until evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son and for the people of Judah and for the house of Israel because they were wounded by the sword. 13 And David said to the servant who reported to him, “Where are you from?” And he said, “I am a son of a foreign man. I am an Amalekite.” 14 And David said to him, “Why were you not afraid to lay your hand upon the anointed one of the Lord to destroy him?” 15 And David called one of his servants and said, “Come, strike him down.” And he struck him down and he died. 16 And David said to him, “Your blood is on your own head because your mouth has spoken against you, saying, ‘I killed the anointed one of the Lord.’ ” 

17 And David sang this lament about Saul and about Jonathan his son, 18 and he said to teach the sons of Judah the song; look, it is written in the Document of the Righteous. 

19 Set up a monument, O Israel, 

On behalf of those who have died on your high places for the slain. 

How the mighty have fallen! 

20 Do not speak it in Gath and do not proclaim it in the gates of Ashkelon. 

Otherwise the daughters of the foreigners would celebrate. 

Otherwise the daughters of the uncircumcised would rejoice exceedingly. 

21 O mountains in Gilboa, do not let the dew come down, 

and may there be no rain upon you or fields of first fruits 

because there the shield of the mighty was treated contemptuously. 

The shield of Saul was not anointed with oil. 

22 From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, 

the bow of Jonathan did not return empty to his back 

and the sword of Saul did not come back empty. 

23 Saul and Jonathan were beloved and beautiful; they were not separated; 

Pleasant in their life and they were not separated in their death. 

More than eagles, they were swift and more than a lion, they were strong. 

24 Daughters of Israel, you must weep over Saul; 

wail, you who are clothed in scarlet with your ornaments, 

who brought gold ornaments for your garments. 

25 How the mighty have fallen in the midst of battle! 

O Jonathan, the wounded ones on your high places! 

26 I am grieving over you, my brother Jonathan; 

you were very beautiful to me; 

your affection was more admirable to me than the love of women. 

27 How the mighty have fallen, and the weapons of war destroyed! 




David Moves to Hebron

2 And this is what happened after these events. David inquired with the Lord saying, “Should I go up to one of the cities of Judah?” And the Lord said to him, “Go up.” And David said, “Where should I go?” And he said, “To Hebron.” 2 And David went up there to Hebron along with both his wives, Ahinoam the Israelite and Abigail the wife of Nabal from Carmel, 3 and the men with him, each one and his house, and they settled in the city of Hebron. 

David Anointed King over Judah at Hebron

4 And the men of Judah came and there they anointed David to be king over the house of Judah. And they reported to David, telling him that the men of Jabesh Gilead had buried Saul. 5 And David sent messengers to the leaders of Jabesh Gilead and he said to them, “Blessed are you to the Lord because you have done God’s compassionate act for your lord, Saul, and buried him. 6 And now may the Lord show you compassion and truth, and I, indeed, will do this good thing for you because you did this. 7 And now strengthen your hands and become strong sons because your lord Saul has died and indeed the house of Judah has anointed me as king over him.” 

Ishbosheth over Israel

8 And Abner, son of Ner, Saul’s commander, took Ishbosheth, Saul’s son and he brought him from the camp to Mahanaim. 9 And he crowned him over Gilead and over Ashurites and over Israel and over Ephraim and over Benjamin and over all Israel. 10 Ishbosheth, son of Saul, was forty years old when he was crowned king over Israel and he ruled two years except for the house of Judah, which was following David. 11 And the days that David ruled in Hebron over the house of Judah were seven years and six months. 

War between Judah and Israel

12 And Abner, son of Ner, and the child, Ishbosheth son of Saul, went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. 13 And Joab son of Zeruiah and the servants of David went out from Hebron and met them at the spring of Gibeon, at the same place. And these men stayed at the spring of Gibeon on this side and these other men at the spring on the other side. 14 And Abner said to Joab, “Let the young men rise now and have a contest before us.” And Joab said, “Let them rise.” 15 So they rose and came forward in number for the servants of Benjamin, twelve of Ishbosheth son of Saul and twelve from the servants of David. 16 And each of them held with his hand the head of his opponent and his sword was against the side of his opponent. And they fell together. The name of that place was called “Portion of the Plot,” which was in Gibeon. 17 And the battle was so very difficult during that day. Abner was defeated along with the men of Israel by the servants of David. 

18 And there were three sons of Zeruiah. They were Joab and Abishai and Asahel. And Asahel was swift on his feet like a gazelle in the field. 19 And Asahel chased closely after Abner and did not turn to the right or the left in following Abner. 20 And Abner looked over to his behind and said, “Is it you, Asahel?” And he said, “I am.” 21 And Abner said to him, “You should turn to the side and seize for yourself one of the young men and take his armor for yourself.” But Asahel did not want to turn around from chasing him. 22 And Abner said again to Asahel, “Get away from me so that I will not have to strike you to the earth. How could I carry my face to Joab? 23 And how will this end? Return to Joab, your brother.” But he did not want to move so Abner struck him down with the tip of his spear in his stomach. The spear went through behind him, and he fell there and died beneath it. And everyone who was going came to the place where Asahel had fallen and died and they did not move. 24 But Joab and Abishai chased closely after Abner. And the sun set and they went as far as the hill of Ammon, which is at the face of Ai, the wilderness road of Gibeon. 25 And so the sons of Benjamin who followed Abner assembled and at the meeting they joined together and they stayed on top of one hill. 26 And Abner called Joab and said, “Won’t the sword devour until victory or don’t you know that it will be bitter to the end? How long will you not tell the people to return from pursuing our brothers?” 27 And Joab said, “As the Lord lives, if you had not spoken, from early morning the people would still be chasing his brother.” 28 So Joab sounded the trumpet and all the people withdrew and did not pursue after Israel and they did not continue the fight. 29 And Abner and his men marched away to the west that whole night, and they crossed the Jordan and they traveled the entire stretch and they went to the camp. 30 And Joab returned from chasing Abner, and he assembled all the people and they noticed that among the servants of David, nineteen men 31 and Asahel had been killed. And the servants of David had struck down three hundred sixty men from the sons of Benjamin, of the men of Abner. 32 And they took up Asahel and buried him in the tomb of his father in Bethlehem. And Joab and the men with him traveled the whole night. And morning came to them at Hebron. 




The House of David Grows Stronger

3 And the war between the house of Saul and the house of David lasted a long time. And the house of David was going and was strengthened and the house of Saul was going and was growing weaker. 

2 And these were the sons born to David in Hebron. His first born was Amnon from Ahinoam the Israelite, 3 and his second was Chileab of Abigail from Carmel, and the third was Absalom son of Maacah daughter of Talmai king of Geshur, 4 and the fourth was Adonijah son of Haggith, and the fifth was Shephatiah of Abital, 5 and the sixth was Ithream of Eglah the wife of David. These were born to David in Hebron. 

6 And it happened there was fighting between the house of Saul and between the house of David. And Abner was growing more powerful in the house of Saul. 7 And Saul had a concubine, Rizpah, daughter of Aiah. And Mephibosheth son of Saul said to Abner, “Why is it that you have come to the concubine of my father.” 8 And Abner became very wrathful by the statement of Mephibosheth and Abner said to him, “Am I the head of a dog? I acted compassionately today with the house of Saul your father and for his brothers and friends and did not rebel to the house of David. And yet, you question me over the injustice of a woman today? 9 This, may God do to Abner and this, may he add to him that just as the Lord has sworn to David that likewise I will do for him in this day: 10 to remove the kingdom from the house of Saul and to erect the throne of David for Israel and for Judah from Dan to Beer-sheba.” 11 And Mephibosheth did not speak another word to Abner ever again because he feared him. 

12 And Abner sent messengers to David to Thailam where he was immediately saying, “Establish your covenant with me, and look, my hand is with you to return to you the entire house of Israel.” 13 And David said, “Excellent, I will establish a covenant with you, except one matter, I request from you, saying, ‘You will not see my face if you do not bring Michal daughter of Saul to be beside me to see my face.’ ” 14 And David sent messengers to Mephibosheth, son of Saul, saying, “Restore to me my wife Michal whom I received for a hundred foreskins of the foreigners.” 15 And Mephibosheth sent and took her from her husband, from Paltiel son of Laish. 16 And her husband went with her, weeping after her as far as Bahurim. And Abner said to him, “Go; return home.” And he returned home. 

17 And Abner said to the elders of Israel, saying, “Yesterday and the third day you sought David to be king over you. 18 And now you must act because the Lord has spoken concerning David, saying, ‘By the hand of my servant David, I will deliver Israel from the hand of the foreigners and from the hand of all his enemies.’ ” 19 And Abner spoke into Benjamin’s ear and Abner went to speak into the ear of David at Hebron everything that was pleasing in the eyes of Israel and in the eyes of the entire house of Benjamin. 20 And Abner went to David in Hebron and with him were twenty men and David made a banquet for Abner and the men with him. 21 And Abner said to David, “I will rise, now, and go and assemble for my lord the king of all Israel, and I will establish with him a covenant. And you will be king over all that your soul desires.” And David sent Abner and he was sent away in peace. 22 And look, the servants of David and Joab arrived from a raid and they brought a great plunder with them. And Abner was not with David in Hebron because he had sent away him and he had left in peace. 23 And Joab and all his army came and it was reported to Joab, saying, “Abner son of Ner came to David and he sent him away and he left in peace.” 24 And Joab entered to the king and said, “What is this you have done? Look! Abner came to you and why have you sent him away? And now he departs in peace? 25 Or don’t you know the evil of Abner son of Ner that he is here to deceive you and to determine your comings and your goings and to determine everything that you do.” 26 And Joab turned back from David and sent messengers after Abner and they returned him from the cistern of Sirah. And David did not know. 27 And Abner returned to Hebron and Joab turned around him from the side of the gate to speak to him, ambushing him. And there he struck him in the loins and he died for the blood of Asahel the brother of Joab. 28 And David heard after this and he said, “I am innocent and my kingdom before the Lord and until eternity for the blood of Abner son of Ner. 29 May it come down on the head of Joab and on all his father’s house and may someone with gonorrhea and someone with scabby skin and someone who holds a crutch and someone who falls on the sword and someone who lacks food always be ina the house of Joab.” 30 But Joab and Abishai his brother lay in wait for Abner because he killed Asahel their brother in Gibeon in the battle. 

31 And David said to Joab and to all the people with him, “Tear your clothes and put on sackcloth and mourn before Abner.” And King David went back to his bedchamber. 32 And they buried Abner in Hebron and the king raised his voice and wept on his tomb and all the people wept for Abner. 33 And the king lamented for Abner and said, 

“For the death of Nabal did Abner die? 

34 Your hands were not bound; 

your feet were not in fetters; 

he did not come near as Nabal; 

before the son of injustice, you fell.” 

And all the people gathered to weep for him. 

35 And all the people came to invite David to the funeral meal while it was still day and David swore, saying, “This, God should do to me and this, he should add, because until the sun sets, I will not taste bread or anything.” 36 And all the people knew and it was pleasing before them, everything that the king did before the people. 37 And all the people knew as well as all of Israel in that day that it was not because of the king that Abner son of Ner was killed. 

38 And the king said to his servants, “Don’t you know that a great leader has fallen on this day in Israel 39 and that I am, today, a kinsman and appointed by a king? But these men, sons of Zeruiah, are too stubborn for me. May the Lord recompense those who do evil according to their evil.” 




Mephibosheth Murdered

4 And Mephibosheth son of Saul heard that Abner had died in Hebron and his hands grew weak and all the men of Israel grew faint. 2 And there were two men, leaders of the company Mephibosheth son of Saul. One’s name was Baanah and the second’s name was Rechab. They were sons of Rimmon of Beeroth from the sons of Benjamin, because Beeroth was considered to belong to the sons of Benjamin. 3 And the Beerothite had fled to Gittaim and they are there inhabiting the land until this day. 

4 And Jonathan son of Saul had a son who had injured feet, he was a son of five years when the news about Saul and Jonathan his son came from Israel. And his nurse picked him up and fled. And it happened in his hurrying and leaving that he fell and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth. 

5 And the sons of Rimmon of the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, went and they entered, during the heat of the day, into the house Mephibosheth. And he was lying down in bed for the afternoon. 6 And look, the door keeper of the house was cleaning wheat, and he was sleeping in bed. And Rechab and Baanah the brothers avoided notice. 7 So they went into the house and Mephibosheth was lying down on his bed in his bedchamber and they beat him and killed him and removed his head. And they took his head and went away toward the west the whole night. 8 And they brought the head of Mephibosheth to David in Hebron, and they said to the king, “Here is the head of Mephibosheth son of Saul, your enemy who was seeking your life. And the Lord has given to the lord the king vengeance against his enemies as this day from Saul your enemy and from his seed.” 9 And David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon of the Beerothite, and said to them, “The Lord lives who redeemed my life from all distress, 10 because the one who reported to me that Saul had died and he was as one who announced it before me and I seized him and killed him in Ziklag for which he expected me in giving good news. 11 And now evil men have murdered a righteous man in his own house on his own bed! And now I seek his blood from your hand and I will cut you off from the earth!” 12 And David commanded his servants and they killed them and cut off their hands and their feet and hung them by the spring in Hebron, and they buried the head of Mephibosheth in the tomb of Abner son of Ner. 




David Anointed King over Israel

5 And all the tribes of Israel gathered to David in Hebron and said to him, “Look, we are your bone and your flesh. 2 And yesterday and the third day, while Saul was king over us, you were the one who led out and brought in Israel, and the Lord said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel and you will be one who leads over Israel.’ ” 3 And all the elders of Israel came to the king in Hebron and King David established a covenant with them in Hebron before the Lord and they anointed David as king over all of Israel. 

4 David was a son of thirty years when he became king and he ruled forty years. 5 Seven years and six months he ruled in Hebron over Judah and thirty-three years he ruled over all Israel and Judah in Jerusalem. 

David Captures Jerusalem

6 And David and his men went to Jerusalem to the Jebusites who dwell in the land. And it was said to David, “You will not enter here, for even the blind and the lame could hold you back, saying, ‘David will not come in here.’ ” 7 But David captured the stronghold of Zion. (This is the city of David.) 8 And David said on that day, “Anyone who beats the Jebusites, let him strike with a dagger both the lame and the blind and those who hate the soul of David.” Because of this they will say, “The blind and the lame will not come into the house of the Lord.” 9 And David stayed in the stronghold and this was called the city of David. And he built this city around from the citadel and his house. 10 And David continued going on and becoming greater and the Lord Almighty was with him. 11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David and cedar wood and craftsman of wood and craftsman of stone and they built a house for David. 12 And David recognized that the Lord had prepared him to be king over Israel and that his kingdom was raised up for his people Israel. 

13 And David took even more wives and concubines at Jerusalem after his coming to Hebron and there were for David still more sons and daughters. 14 And these are the names of the ones born to him in Jerusalem. There is Shammua and Shobab and Nathan and Solomon 15 and Ibhar and Elishua and Nepheg and Japhia 16 and Elishama and Eliada and Eliphelet, Samae, Jessibath, Nathan, Galamaan, Jebaar, Theesous, Elphalat, Naged, Nepheg, Janatha, Leasamus, Baalimath, Eliphelet. 

David Defeats the Philistines

17 And the foreigners heard that David had been anointed king over Israel. And all the foreigners went up to seek David. And David heard and went down to the stronghold. 18 And the foriegners gathered and met in the Valley of the Rephaim 19 So David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Should I go up to the foreigners and will you give them into my hand?” And the Lord said to David, “Go up, because when I hand over, I will hand the foreigners over into your hand.” 20 And David came from the upper divide and slaughtered the foreigners there. And David said, “The Lord cut through the enemies, the foreigners before me as one cuts through water.” Because of this, the name of that place was called “Upper Divide.” 21 And there they abandoned their gods, and David and the men with him took them. 

22 And the foreigners still continued to go up and meet in the Valley of the Rephaim. 23 So David inquired of the Lord and the Lord said, “You must not go up to meet them. Instead you should turn back from them and you will come to them beside the Place of Weeping.” 24 And it will be when you hear the sound of the confinementa from the grove of the Place of Weeping, then you will go down to them because then the Lord will go out before you to slaughter in the battle with the foreigners. 25 And David did just as the Lord commanded to him and he struck down the foreigners from Gibeon to the land of Gezer. 




David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem

6 And David again gathered all the young men from Israel—about seventy thousand. 2 And David and all the people with him rose and went from the rulers of Judah in the ascent to bring up from there the Ark of God on which the name of the Lord Almighty who is seated before the cherubim is invoked on it. 3 And he loaded the Ark of the Lord onto a new wagon and brought it to the house of Abinadab on the hill. And Uzzah and his brothers, the sons of Abinadab, led the wagon 4 with the ark. And his brothers were going in front of the ark. 5 And David and the sons of Israel were dancing before the Lord with tuned instruments with strength and with songs and with lyres and with stringed instruments and with tambourines and with cymbals and with flutes. 6 And they came to the threshing floor of Nacon and Uzzah reached his hand to the Ark of God to hold it still and he grabbed it to stabilize it because the calf diverted it. 7 And the Lord became wrathful by Uzzah and God struck him down right there. And he died there beside the Ark of the Lord before God. 8 And David was angry at how the Lord gashed a gash in Uzzah; and that place has been called “Uzzah’s Gash” until this day. 9 And David was terrified of the Lord in that day, saying, “How will the Ark of the Lord come in to me?” 10 And David did not want to take the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord with him into the city of David. So David turned it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 11 And the Ark of the Lord stayed in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite three months. And the Lord blessed the whole house of Obed-Edom and every one of those with him. 

12 And it was reported to King David, saying, “The Lord has blessed the house of Obed-Edom and all those with him because of the Ark of God.” So David went and brought up the Ark of the Lord from the house of Obed-Edom to the city of David in celebration. 13 And there were with them who were bringing the Ark, seven choirs and a sacrifice of a calf and a lamb. 14 And David was playing on tuned instruments before the Lord and David was wearing a distinguished robe. 15 And David and all the house of Israel brought up the Ark of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet. 16 And it happened as the ark was coming to the city of David that Michal the daughter of Saul looked out through the window and saw King David dancing and playing before the Lord and she despised him in her heart. 17 And they brought the Ark of the Lord and set it in its place in the middle of the tent that David pitched for it and brought for it a burnt offering before the Lord as well as a peace offering. 18 And David finished offering up the burnt offerings and the peace offerings and he blessed the people in the name of the Lord, the Mighty One. 19 And he distributed to all the people in all the host of Israel from Dan to Beersheba from man to woman, to each was given a roll of bread and something baked and a thin cake from the frying pan. And all the people departed each to his own home. 

20 And David returned to bless his house. Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David and blessed him and said, “How the king of Israel has been honored today, who was revealed today in the eyes of the children of his own servants just like one of the dancers is revealed when being revealed!” 21 And David said to Michal, “I will dance before the Lord to honor the Lord who chose me over your father and over his entire house to appoint me as the leader over his people, over Israel. And I will play music and dance before the Lord. 22 And I will uncover myself again in this way and I will be useless in your eyes, and with the servants of whom you speak to me, I will be honored.” 23 And for Michal daughter of Saul, there was no child even until the day of her death. 




The Lord’s Covenant with David

7 And it happened, when the king settled in his house, that the Lord had given an inheritance to him from all his enemies around him. 2 And the king said to Nathan the prophet, “Look, now, I am dwelling in a cedar house and the Ark of God is sitting in the middle of a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king, “Everything that is in your heart, go and do it because the Lord is with you.” 

4 And it happened during that night that the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying, 5 “Go and say to my servant, David, this is what the Lord says, ‘You will not build for me a house for me to dwell in. 6 For I have not lived in a house from that day I brought the sons of Israel up from Egypt until this day, and I am living in a temporary home and in a tent. 7 In all places where I have come, in all Israel, in speaking, have I spoken to even one tribe of Israel whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying that you have not built for me a cedar house?’ 8 And now this, you will say to my servant David, ‘This the Lord Almighty says, “I took you from the fold for the sheep so that you would be as a leader over my people, over Israel. 9 And I was with you everywhere you went and I removed all your enemies from your face and I made you famous like the name of those who are great throughout the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and I will plant him and he will live by himself, and will not be anxious any longer, and a son of injustice will not add any more to their humiliation as from beginning, 11 from the days when I appointed judges over my people, Israel. And I will let you rest from all your enemies. The Lord announces to you that a house you will build for him. 12 And it will happen, if your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, that I will raise your seed from you who will be from your belly and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He will build a house for me for my name and I will establish his throne until for eternity. 14 I will be like a father to him and he will be like a son to me. And if he should demonstrate injustice, then I will disgrace him with the rod of man and with the infections from the sons of mortals. 15 But I will not withdraw my compassion from him as I withdrew it from those whom I withdrew from my face. 16 And his house as well as his kingdom will be made steadfast before me for eternity. And his throne will be established for eternity.” ’ ” 17 According to all these words and according to this entire vision, so Nathan spoke to David. 

David’s Prayer

18 And King David went in and sat before the Lord and said, “Who am I, Lord, my Lord, and what is my house that you have loved me as much as this? 19 And I was very small before you, my Lord. And you spoke over the house of your servant for a while, but this is the law for humans, my Lord, O Lord. 20 And what will David add still to say to you? And now you know your servant, Lord. 21 By your servant you have done and according to your heart you did all this majesty to reveal to your servant. 22 For the sake of making you great, Lord, my Lord. For there is no one like you and no one is God except you in all that we have heard in our ears. 23 And who is another nation in the earth like your people, Israel? How God led it to redeem a people for himself, to make a name for you, to produce majesty and presence, for you to drive out nations and homes from the face of your people, whom you have redeemed from Egypt for yourself. 24 And you prepared your people Israel for yourself as a people until eternity. And you, Lord, are God to them. 25 And now my Lord, the words that you spoke concerning your servant and his house, confirm them until eternity, Lord Almighty, God of Israel. And now just as you have spoken, 26 may your name be made great until eternity.a 27 Lord Almighty, God of Israel, you have revealed to the ear of your servant, saying, ‘I will build a house for you. Because of this your servant found his own heart to pray to you this prayer. 28 And now Lord, my Lord, you are God and your words will be true and you have spoken before your servant these good things. 29 And now, may it come to be, and may the house of your servant be blessed for eternity before you, because you are the Lord, my Lord. You have spoken and with blessings, the house of your servant will be blessed for eternity.’ ” 




David’s Military Victories

8 And it happened after this that David struck the foreigners and he made them flee. David took what had been marked off from the hand of the foreigners. 2 And David struck Moab and he measured them off with ropes, making them sleep on the earth. And two groups were executed and two groups were taken captive and Moab became slaves for David, bringing tribute. 3 And David struck Hadadezer, son of Rahob, king of Zobah, when he was going to establish his ruling hand over the river Euphrates. 4 And David seized from him one thousand chariots and seven thousand cavalry and twenty thousand foot soldiers. And David disbanded all the chariots and left enough remaining for one hundred chariots for himself. 5 And Arameans of Damascus came to help Hadadezer, king of Zobah, but David struck down twenty-two thousand men from the Arameans. 6 And David established a garrison in Aram by Damascus. And the Arameans became slaves who brought tribute for David. And the Lord delivered David everywhere he went. 7 And David took the gold ornaments that he made for the servants of Hadadezer, king of Zobah, and he brought them to Jerusalem. And Shishak king of Egypt took them when he went up to Jerusalem during the days Jeroboam son of Solomon. 8 And from Betah, King David took, from the choice cities of Hadadezer, a very large amount of copper. With it, Solomon built the bronze sea and the pillars and the basins and all the vessels. 

9 And Toi the king of Hamath heard that David had struck down all the army of Hadadezer. 10 And Toi sent Joram his son to King David to greet him in peace and to honor him because of how he struck Hadadezer. And he struck him, for he was placed at Hadadezer. And in his hands there were silver vessels and gold vessels and bronze vessels. 11 And these the king consecrated to the Lord with the silver and with the gold that he had consecrated from all the cities that he had conquered, 12 from Edom and from the land of Moab and from the sons of Ammon and from the foreigners and from Amalek, and from the spoils of Hadadezer, son of Rahob, king of Zobah. 13 And David made a name for himself. And when he returned, he struck down the Edomites at Gebelem, as many as eighteen thousand. 14 And he established in Edom garrisons throughout Edom. And all the Edomites became slaves to the king. And the Lord delivered David everywhere he went. 

15 And David reigned over Israel. And he demonstrated justice and righteousness over all his people. 16 And Joab, son of Zeruiah, was over the army, and Jehoshaphat, son of Ahilud, was over the archives, 17 and Zadok, son of Ahitub, and Ahimelech, son of Abiathar, were priests, and Seraiah was the scribe, 18 and Benaiah, son of Jehoiada, was the advisor and the Cherethites and the Pelethites, the sons of David, were the chiefs of the court. 




David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth

9 And David said, “Is there still anyone remaining from the house of Saul? I want to show mercy for him for the sake of Jonathan.” 2 And from the house of Saul, there was a servant and his name was Ziba. And they called him before David. And the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And he said, “I am your servant.” 3 And the king said, “Is there anyone still remaining from the house of Saul? I want to show for him God’s mercy.” And Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son from Jonathan who is crippled in the feet.” 4 And the king said, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, “Look, he is in Machir’s house, son of Ammiel from Lo-debar.” 5 And King David sent and took him from the house of Machir, son of Ammiel from Lo-debar. 6 And Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, son of Saul, came to King David and fell on his face and bowed to him and David said to him, “Mephibosheth!” And he said, “Look, your servant.” 7 And David said to him, “Do not fear! For by my actions, I will show mercy toward you because of Jonathan your father. And I will restore to you all the fields of Saul, your father’s father and you will eat bread at my table through all time.” 8 And Mephibosheth bowed and said, “Who am I, your servant that you look at a dog that is dead like myself?” 9 And the king called Ziba the servant of Saul and said to him, “Everything that belonged to Saul and his whole house I have given to the son of your master. 10 And you and your sons and your servants will work for him the land and you will bring for the son of your master food and he will eat the food. And Mephibosheth, the son of your master, will always eat bread at my table.” And Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 11 And Ziba said to the king, “According to everything that you have commanded, my lord, the king, to his servant, in the same way, your servant will do.” And Mephibosheth ate at the table of David, just like one of his sons of the king. 12 And Mephibosheth had a small son and his name was Mica. And everyone in the household of Ziba became servants to Mephibosheth. 13 And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem since he always ate at the table of the king. And he was lame in both his feet. 




The Ammonites and Arameans Defeated

10 And it happened after this that the king of the sons of Ammon died and Hanun, his son, reigned in his place. 2 And David said, “I will show compassion for Hanun son of Nahash, the way his father showed compassion to me.” And David sent to console them by the hand of his slaves for his father. And the servants of David came to the land of the sons of Ammon. 3 And the rulers of the sons of Ammon said to Hanun their lord, “It was not from your father honoring David before you that he sent you messengers for consolation. Rather was it not so that he could search the city and examine it closely and to spy on you, that David sent his servants to you?” 4 And Hanun took David’s servants and shaved their beards and cut their cloaks in half at their hips and sent them away. 5 And they reported to David about the men and he sent to meet them because the men were very dishonored, and the king said, “Stay in Jericho until your beard grows back and then return.” 

6 And the sons of Ammon saw that the people of David had been shamed. So the sons of Ammon sent and they hired twenty thousand footmen from the Arameans and Rehob and King Amalek with a thousand men and Eistob with twelve thousand men. 7 And David found out and sent Joab and the entire army, the mighty ones. 8 And the sons of Ammon came out and lined up for battle beside the door of the gate and the Arameans from Zobah and Rehob and Eistob and Amalek were alone in the field. 9 And Joab saw that the front of the battle was toward him from the part at face in front, and from the back. So he chose some from all the young men of Israel and lined up for battle opposite the Arameans. 10 And those who remained of the people he put in the hand of Abishai his brother and they lined up for battle opposite of the sons of Ammon. 11 And he said, “If the Arameans should become too strong for me, then you will be here to save me. And if the sons of Ammon should become too strong before you, then we will be here to deliver you. 12 Be a man and be strong before our people and for the battle of our God and the Lord will do what is good in his eyes.” 13 And so Joab approached and his people were with him to fight against the Arameans and they fled from his face. 14 And the sons of Ammon saw that the Arameans had fled and they fled from the face of Abishai and went into the city. And Joab returned from the sons of Ammon and arrived in Jerusalem. 

15 And the Arameans saw that they had been defeated before Israel. So they gathered together. 16 And Hadadezer sent and gathered Arameans from beyond the Chalamak River. They arrived at Elam and Shobach the commander of the army for Hadadezer was in front of them. 17 And it was reported to David and he gathered all Israel and he crossed the Jordan and arrived at Elam. And David was lined up for battle against Aram and they fought with him. 18 And the Arameans fled from the face of Israel and David destroyed from the Arameans seven hundred chariots and forty thousand cavalry. And he struck down Shobach the ruler of his army, and he died there. 19 And all the kings, the servants of Hadadezer, saw that they were defeated before Israel and they deserted to join Israel and served them. And the Arameans were afraid to deliver again the sons of Ammon. 




David Commits Adultery with Bathsheba

11 And it happened in the turn of the year, in the time that the king would go out, David sent Joab and his servants with him and all of Israel. And they destroyed the sons of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. And David stayed in Jerusalem. 

2 And it happened toward evening that David rose from his bed and walked around on the roof of the house of the king. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing. And the woman was very beautiful in her appearance. 3 And David sent and sought the woman and he said, “Is this not Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 And David sent a messenger and he took her. And he went in to her, and he slept with her. And she had been purifying herself from her period. And she returned to her home. 5 And the woman conceived in the womb and sending a message, she told David and said, “I am pregnant.”a 6 And David sent a message to Joab, saying, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 And Uriah arrived and went in to him. And David inquired with regard to the welfare of Joab and to the welfare of the people and to the welfare of the battle. 8 And David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah went out from the house of the king and a gift from the king went out after him. 9 But Uriah slept beside the door of the king with the servants of his master and he did not go down to his house. 10 And they reported to David, telling him that Uriah had not gone down to his house. So David said to Uriah, “Have you not come from your journey? Why is it that you did not go down to your house?” 11 And Uriah said to David, “The Ark and Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents and my lord, Joab, and servants of my lord are camping on the face of a field. So how can I go into my house to eat and drink and sleep with my wife? How could your soul live, if I were to do such a thing?” 12 And David said to Uriah, “Stay here and indeed today and then tomorrow, I will send you back.” So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem during that day and the next day. 13 And David called him and he ate before him and drank and he got him drunk. And he went out in the evening to sleep on his bed with the servants of his master but he did not go into his house. 14 And it happened that in the morning David wrote a document to Joab and sent it by Uriah’s hand. 15 And he wrote in document, saying, “Lead Uriah before the strongest fighting then return from behind him and he will be struck down and die.” 16 And it happened that while Joab was keeping watch over the city he put Uriah in the place where he knew that there were strong enemy soldiers. 17 And the men of the city went out and fought with Joab and some fell from the people from the servants of David and, indeed, Uriah the Hittite died as well. 18 And Joab sent and it was reported to King David all the news of the battle, in order to tell it tothe king. 19 And he ordered the messenger, saying, “When you have finished reporting all the news of the battle to the king, 20 and it will be that if the wrath of the king should rise and he says to you, ‘Why is it that you approached so close to the city to fight? Did you not know that they would shoot from the top of the wall? 21 Who struck down Abimelech son of Jeroboam son of Ner? Was it not a woman who threw a piece of millstone on him from above the wall and he died at Thebez? Why did you go near to the wall?’ Then you should say, ‘Also, indeed, your servant Uriah the Hittite died.’ ” 22 And Joab’s messengers went to the king in Jerusalem and he arrived and reported to David everything that Joab told him, all the news of the battle. And David became wrathful against Joab and said to the messenger, “Why did you go near to the city? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall? Who struck of Abimelech son of Jeroboam? Was it not a woman who threw a piece of millstone on him from the wall and he died in Thebez? Why did you go near to the wall?” 23 And the messenger said to David, “Because the men grew strong over us and came out against us in the field and we were over them as far as the door of the gate. 24 And the archers shot at your servants from the top of the wall and some died from the servants of the king, also, indeed, your servant Uriah the Hittite died.” 25 And David said to the messenger, “This you will say to Joab: This matter should not be evil in your eyes, because sometimes in this way and other times in that way, the sword devours. Strengthen your fight against the city and pull it down. And you must strengthen him.” 26 And the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband had died. And she mourned for her husband. 27 And the time of grief passed and David sent and brought her into his house and she became for him as his wife and she gave birth to a son for him. But what David had done was viewed as evil in the eyes of the Lord. 




Nathan Rebukes David

12 And the Lord sent Nathan the prophet to David and he went to him and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, one wealthy and one poor. 2 And the rich man had flocks and very many cattle. 3 But to the poor man, there was nothing but one small lamb that he acquired. And he kept it and raised it and it grew with him and with his sons among them. It ate from his bread, and it drank from his cup, and it slept close to his chest. It was to him like a daughter. 4 And a traveler came to the rich man and he was held back from taking from his own flock or from his own cattle to prepare a meal for the traveling stranger who was visiting him. So he took the lamb of the poor man and prepared it for the person who was visiting him.” 5 And David was very provoked to anger against the man. David said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man who did this is a son of death! 6 And for the lamb he will repay sevenfold because of this thing he did. And for what he did not hold back from doing.” 

7 And Nathan said to David, “You are the man who did this. For this is what the Lord the God of Israel says, ‘I am the one who anoints you as king over Israel, and I was the one who rescued you from the hand of Saul, 8 and I gave you the house of your master and the wives of your master into your embrace, and I gave you the house of Israel and Judah, and if it is too little, I will increase it for you according to these. 9 Why have you disparaged the word of the Lord by doing evil in his eyes? Uriah the Hittite, you struck him down with the sword and you took his wife for yourself to be your own wife. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 And now the sword will not be withdrawn from your house until eternity because of what you have rejected, and because you took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be for you as a wife.’ 11 This is what the Lord says, ‘Look, I will awaken trouble against you from your house and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor and he will sleep with your wives before this sun. 12 Because you acted secretly, I will act before all Israel under this sun!’ ” 

13 And David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “And the Lord has put aside your sin. You will not die. 14 However, in provoking, you have provoked the enemies of the Lord by this act. And indeed, your son born to you will die by death.” 

15 And Nathan went away to his house and the Lord struck the child that the wife of Uriah had given birth to for David and he became sick. 16 And David sought God for the child and David fasted a fast and went in and spent the night on the earth. 17 And the elders of the house stood over him to lift him from the earth and he did not want to and he did not eat bread with them. 18 And it happened on the seventh day that the child died and David’s servants were afraid to tell him that the child had died because they said, “Look, when the child still lived we spoke to him and he did not listen to our voice so what should we say to him now that the child has died? He will do harm.” 19 And David noticed that his servants were whispering and David realized that the child had died, and David said to his servants, “Has the child died? And they said, “He has died.” 20 So David rose from the earth and washed and anointed himself and he changed his clothing and went into the house of God and bowed before him. Then he went into his house and asked for bread to eat and they served him bread and he ate. 21 And his servants said to him, “Why have you acted like this because of the child? While he was still living, you fasted and wept and stayed awake and when the child died, you rose and ate bread and drank.” 22 And David said, “When the child still lived, I fasted and wept because I said, ‘Who knows? Perhaps the Lord will show mercy to me and the child will live.’ 23 But now he is dead. Why should I fast? I cannot bring him back again, can I? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.” 

Solomon is Born

24 And David consoled Bathsheba his wife and he went in to her and slept with her and she conceived and gave birth to a son and called his name Solomon. And the Lord loved him. 25 And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet and he called his name Jedidiaha because of the Lord. 

Rabbah is Captured

26 And Joab fought at Rabbah of the sons of Ammon and he captured the capital city.b 27 And Joab sent messengers to David and said, “I have fought in Rabbah and I have captured the City of the Waters. 28 And now gather the rest of the people and camp against the city and capture it so that I might not capture the city myself and my name be placed over it.” 29 So David gathered all the people and went to Rabbah and made war against it and captured it. 30 And he took the crown of Melchol,c their king, from his head. Its weight was a talent of gold and precious stones. It sat on David’s head and they carried out very many spoils from the city. 31 And the people who were in it, he led out and put them in the saw mill and in threshing machine for iron and brought them through to the brickworks. And that is what he did to all the cities of the sons of Ammon. And David also brought back all the people to Jerusalem. 




Amnon and Tamar

13 And it happened after this, that Absalom—David’s son—had a sister who was very beautiful in appearance. And her name was Tamar. And Amnon, David’s son, loved her. 2 And Amnon was afflicted such that he became sick because of Tamar, his sister, because she was a virgin. And it seemed wrong in Amnon’s eyes to do anything to her. 3 But Amnon had a friend and his name was Jonadab, son of Shimeah, the brother of David. And Jonadab was a very crafty man. 4 And he said to him, “Why are you sick in this way, son of the king, morning after morning? Will you not tell me?” And Amnon said to him, “It is Tamar, the sister of Absalom my brother, I love her.” 5 And Jonadab said to him, “Lie down on your bed and pretend to be sick and your father will come to see you and you will say to him, ‘Let Tamar my sister come now and feed me and make food before my eyes so that I might see and eat from her hand.’ ” 6 So Amnon got in bed and became sick and the king came to see him. And Amnon said to the king, “Let Tamar my sister come now to me and bake before my eyes two loaves and I will eat from her hand.” 7 And David sent for Tamar in the house, saying, “Go now to the house of your brother and make him food.” 8 So Tamar went into the house of Amnon, her brother, and he was in bed and she took the dough and kneaded it and baked before his eyes and baked the loaves. 9 And she took the pan and emptied it before him. But he did not want to eat. And Amnon said, “Send all the people away from me.” And they led all the people out away from him. 10 And Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the food into the inner chamber and I will eat from your hand.” And Tamar took the cakes that she had made and brought them to Amnon, her brother, in the bed chamber. 11 And she brought them near him to eat and he grabbed her and said to her, “Over here, come to bed with me, my sister.” 12 And she said to him, “No, my brother, please do not humiliate me because it should not be done like this in Israel! Do not do this foolishness! 13 And I, how could I carry my shame? And you, you will be as one of the fools in Israel. So now please speak to the king, because he will not keep me from you.” 14 And Amnon did not want to listen to her voice and he forced himself on her and humiliated her and slept with her. 15 And Amnon hated her with very great hatred, for so great was the hatred with which he hated her, greater wickedness than was at the first and far more than the love with which he loved her. And Amnon said to her, “Get up and get out!” 16 And Tamar said to him about this great wickedness, “Sending me away is worse than the other that you did to me.” And Amnon did not want to listen to her voice. 17 And he called his servant who was in charge of the house and said to him, “Send away now this woman from me outside and shut the door behind her.” 18 And she was wearing a long sleeved tunic because this is the way the daughters of the king, who were virgins, were clothed in their outer garment. And his servant led her out and he shut the door behind her. 19 And Tamar took ashes and put the ashes on her head and as for the long-sleeved tunic on her, she tore it and put her hands on her head and went out, going and crying. 20 And Absalom her brother said to her, “Amnon your brother has not been with you, has he? Now, my sister, stay quiet because he is your brother; do not set your heart to speak to this matter.” So Tamar stayed as a widow in the house of Absalom her brother. 21 And King David heard all these things and he was very wrathful, but he did not punish the spirit of Amnon his son because he loved him because he was his first born. 22 And Absalom did not speak with Amnon—whether evil or good—because Absalom hated Amnon on account of how he had humiliated his sister Tamar. 

23 And it happened during a period of two years of days. And there were sheepshearers for Absalom in Baal-hazor, which he had in Ephraim. And Absalom called all the sons of the king. 24 And Absalom came to the king and said, “Look now, they are shearing sheep for your slave. Let the king go now, and his servants with your slave.” 25 And the king said to Absalom. “No indeed, my son, not all of us should go. We will not be a burden for you.” And he urged him, and he did not want to go, and he blessed him. 26 And Absalom said, “Then if not, let Amnon my brother come now with us.” And the king said to him, “Why should he go with you?” 27 And Absalom urged him and he sent him with Absalom and all the sons of the king. And Absalom made a banquet matching a king’s banquet. 28 And Absalom commanded his servants, saying, “Watch for when the heart of Amnon should become merry with wine and I should say to you, ‘Strike down Amnon and kill him.’ Don’t be afraid, for am I not the one who commands you? Act like a man and be as a son of might.” 29 So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon just as Absalom commanded them. And all the sons of the king rose and mounted, each man on his mule, and fled. 

30 And it happened while they were on the road and the message came to David, saying, “Absalom has struck down all the sons of the king and he has not left behind even one from them. 31 And the king rose and tore his robes and lay down on the earth and all his servants who stood around him tore their robes. 32 And Jonadab son of Shimeah David’s brother answered and said, “Do not say, my lord the king that all the young men, the sons of the king are dead, because Amnon alone is dead, because upon the mouth of Absalom, it was determined from the day when he humiliated Tamar his sister. 33 And now, do not let my lord the king set his heart on the matter, saying, ‘All the sons of the king died,’ because Amnon alone died.” 34 And Absalom fled and the young man who was the watchman raised his eyes and saw, and look, a great people coming on the road behind him from beside the mountain in the descent; and the watchman arrived and reported to the king and said, “I saw men from the road of Horonain from the side of the mountain.” 35 And Jonadab said to the king, “Look, the son of the king is coming according to the word of your servant.” This is how it has happened. 36 And it happened when he finished speaking. And look, the sons of the king came and raised their voice and wept and indeed, the king and all his servants wept with great weeping. 37 And Absalom fled and went to Talmai, son of Ammihur, king of Geshur in Machad. And King David mourned for his son all the days. 

38 And Absalom ran away and went to Geshur and he was there for three years. 39 And King David ceased his going out to Absalom because he was consoled over Amnon because he had died. 




Absalom Returns to Jerusalem

14 And Joab, son of Zeruiah, knew that the heart of the king was on Absalom. 2 So Joab sent a message to Tekoa and brought a wise woman from there and said to her, “Be a mourner now and put on a robe for mourning and do not anoint yourself with oil and act like a woman who has been mourning for the dead here many days. 3 And you must go to the king and speak to him on this matter.” And Joab put the words in her mouth. 4 And the woman of Tekoa came in to the king and she fell on her face to the earth and honored him and said, “Deliver me, O King, deliver me!” 5 And the king said to her, “What is your problem? But she said, “And certainly I am a widow woman and my husband has died. 6 And certainly your servant had two sons and they fought each other in the field and there was no one to put space between them and one of them struck his brother and killed him. 7 And look, the whole family rose against your servant and said, ‘Give us the one who struck his brother and we will kill him on behalf of the soul of his brother whom he killed and also remove your heir.’ And they will quench my hot coal that remains so that there will not be an established remnant and name on the face of the earth for my husband.” 8 And the king said, “In health, go to your home and I will give orders for you.” 9 And the woman of Tekoa said to the king, “On me, Lord, my king, be the guilt and on the house of my father and may the king and his throne be innocent.” 10 And the king said, “Who was it who was speaking to you? You will bring him to me and he will not continue still to touch him.” 11 And she said, “Let the king remember now the Lord, his God, that a close relative of blood succeeded in destroying and they might not remove my son.” And he said, “The Lord lives, if anything should fall on the ground from the hair of your son.” 12 And she said, “Let your servant now speak a word to my lord king.” And he said, “Speak.” 13 And the woman said, “Why have you determined such a thing as this against the people of God? Truly from the mouth of the king, this word is like a mistake that the king has not brought back the son banished from him. 14 Because we will die by death and be like the water wasted on the earth, that will not be gathered up. And God will take a soul, even determining to cast out the outcast from him. 15 And now, what I have come to say to the king, my lord, is this message, for the people will see me and your people will say, ‘Let someone speak now to the king if only the king will act on the word of his servant.’ 16 For the king will hear. Let him rescue his slave from the hand of the man who seeks to remove me and my son from God’s inheritance.” 17 And the woman said, “May the word of my Lord the king be now as a sacrifice because he is like an angel of God, in the same way is my lord the king in his understanding of what is good and what is evil. So the Lord your God will be with you.” 18 And the king responded and said to the woman, “Now you must not hide from me the answer that I am inquiring of you.” And the woman said, “Now, let my Lord the king speak.” 19 And the king said, “Isn’t the hand of Joab in all this with you?” And the woman said to the king, “Your life lives, my lord, the king. If there is anything to the right or to the left that my lord the king spoke, for your servant Joab, he commanded me and he put all these words in your servant’s mouth. 20 In order to get around the face of this matter, your servant Joab created this deceit. And my lord is wise with the wisdom of an angel of God, knowing all things in the earth.” 21 And the king said to Joab, “Look, now, I have done this for you according to your word. Bring back the young man Absalom.” 22 And Joab fell on his face on the earth and showed reverence and honor to the king. And Joab said, “Today your servant realized that I have found favor in your eyes, my lord the king, because my lord the king has acted on the word of his servant.” 23 So Joab rose and went to Geshur and brought Absalom to Jerusalem. 24 And the king said, “Let him return to his home, but he must not see my face. And Absalom returned to his home, but he did not see the face of the king. 

David Forgives Absalom

25 And there was no man like Absalom in all of Israel, so very praiseworthy. From the sole of his foot even to the top of his head, there was no flaw in him. 26 And when he sheared his head—and it happened from the beginning of the days into days when he would shear it, because it grew heavy on him—and after shearing it, he weighed his hair from his head. It was two hundred shekels according to the king’s shekel. 27 And three sons and one daughter were born to Absalom. And her name was Tamar. She was a very beautiful woman. And she became the wife of Rehoboam, son of Solomon and gave birth to Abijah for him. 

28 And Absalom stayed in Jerusalem two years of days, but he did not see the face of the king. 29 And Absalom sent for Joab to send him to the king, but he did not want to come to him. So he sent out a second time for him, but Joab did not want to come. 30 So Absalom said to his servants, “Look, the inheritance of Joab is in the field next to mine, and his barley is there. Go and light it on fire.” So, the servants of Absalom burned it, that portion. And the servants of Joab came to him with their robes torn and said. “The servants of Absalom have set your inheritance on fire.” 31 And Joab rose and went to Absalom to his house and said to him, “Why did your servants set my inheritance on fire? 32 And Absalom said to Joab, “Look, I sent for you, saying, ‘Come here and I will send you to the king saying, “Why have I come from Geshur? It was good for me to be there. And now, look, I have not seen the king’s face. If there is injustice in me, then execute me.” ’ ” 33 And Joab went to the king and reported to him. And he called for Absalom and he came in before the king and honored him and he bowed down on his face on the earth and before the face of the king and the king kissed Absalom. 




Absalom Rebels against the King

15 And it happened after this that Absalom made a chariot and horse for himself and had fifty men run in front of him. 2 And Absalom would get up early and stand at hand at the road of the gate. And it happened that anyone who sought judgment came to the king for his judgment. Absalom would call to him and consistently said to him, “From what city are you?” And he would say, “Your servant is from one of the clans in Israel.” 3 And Absalom would say to him, “Look, your words are good and acceptable, but there is no one from the king to listen to you.” 4 And Absalom would say, “If only someone would appoint me as judge in the land and all the men who have lawsuits or judgments will come to me and I would set it right for them.” 5 And it happened when a man approached to bow to him, and he would stretch out his hand and take hold of him and kiss him. 6 And Absalom acted this way before any Israelite who came to the king for judgment. And Absalom won over the heart of the men of Israel. 

7 And it happened after the completion of forty years and Absalom said to his father, “I will go now and pay my vow that I prayed to the Lord in Hebron. 8 For your servant made a vow during my living in Geshur in Aram, saying, ‘If returning, the Lord will return me to Jerusalem, then I will serve the Lord.’ ” 9 And the king said to him, “Go in peace.” And getting up, he went to Hebron. 10 And Absalom sent spies among all the tribes of Israel, saying, “When you hear the sound of the horn, then you will say, ‘King Absalom has been crowned in Hebron!’ ” 11 And with Absalom went two hundred invited men from Jerusalem, going in their ignorance and they did not know anything. 12 And Absalom sent a message to Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s advisor in his city to Giloh when he sacrificed. And there was a great divide and the people were coming and there were many with Absalom. 

13 And a messenger arrived to David, saying, “The heart of the men of Israel is following Absalom.” 14 And David said to all his servants with him in Jerusalem, “Get up! We must flee because there is no deliverance for us from Absalom’s face. Hurry to go so that he might not be quick and capture us and thrust evil upon us and strike the city by the edge of the sword.” 15 And the servants of the king said to the king, “By everything that our lord the king wants, here are your servants.” 16 And the king went out as well as his entire household on their feet and the king left ten women from his concubines to take care of the house. 17 And the king went out as well as all his servants on foot and they stayed in the country house. 18 And all his subjects at his hand passed by and all the Hittites and all the Pelethites, and they stood at the olive tree in the wilderness. And all the people passed nearby him and all those around him, all the chiefs and all the warriors, totaling six hundred men. And they were present with him. And all the Cherethites and all the Pelethites and all the Gathites, the six hundred men who had come on their feet to Gath, and they came before the king’s face. 19 And the king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why have come you also with us? Go back and live with the king because you are a foreigner and because you have been residing away from your home. 20 If you had arrived yesterday, should I then bring you with us today? And indeed, you left your home. Yesterday was your going out so today why should I have you going with us? I will go wherever I go. Go back and take your brothers with you and the Lord will show you mercy and truth.” 21 But Ittai answered the king and said, “The Lord lives and my lord the king lives that in the place where my lord might be and whether in death or in life. For that is where your servant will be.” 22 So the king said to Ittai, “Come over here and cross over with me.” And Ittai the Gittite came beside him along with all his servants and the entire crowd with him. 23 And all the land wept with a great voice and all the people traveled in the Wadi Kidron and the king crossed the Wadi Kidron and all the people and the king traveled on the face of the road through the wilderness. 24 And look, and indeed, Zadok and all the Levites with him, carrying the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord from Bethar and they set down the Ark of God and Abiathar went up as all the people had finishing leaving the city. 25 And the king said to Zadok, “Return the Ark of God to the city. If I might find favor in the Lord’s eyes then he will bring me back and show it to me and its beauty. 26 And if he says thus, ‘I have no want for you.’ Look, here I am. Do to me what is the good in his eyes.” 27 And the king said to Zadok the priest, “Look, you should return to the city in peace and Ahimaaz your son and Jonathan the son of Abiathar, your two sons with you. 28 Look, I am preparing for war at Araboth in the wilderness until word comes from you to report to me.” 29 And Zadok and Abiathar returned the Ark to Jerusalem and it stayed there. 30 And David regularly went up on the ascent of the olive trees and with his head covered and he would go barefoot and all the people with him. Each man covered up his head and they would go up ascending and weeping. 31 And it was reported to David, saying, “Also Ahithophel is in the conspiracy with Absalom.” And David said, “Scatter the counsel of Ahithophel, O Lord, my God.” 32 And David was going to Roos where he bowed before God there. And look, Hushai the Archite, David’s friend, coming for a meeting with him, having torn his tunic, and earth on his head. 33 And David said to him, “If you come over with me then you will be a burden on me. 34 But if you return to the city then you can say to Absalom, ‘Your brothers have passed through and the king after me, your father has passed through. And now I am your servant. O king, allow me to live. I was your father’s servant both then and recently, but now I am your servant.’ And by doing that, you can scatter for me the counsel of Ahithophel. 35 And look, with you there will be Zadok and Abiathar, the priests. And it will be that every word that you hear from the king’s house, you can then report to Zadok and Abiathar, the priests. 36 Look, there with them are their two sons, Ahimaaz, son of Zadok and Jonathan, son of Abiathar. And you will send in their hand to me every word that you might hear.” 37 And Hushai the friend of David entered into the city and Absalom was entering into Jerusalem. 




Ziba Brings Provisions

16 And David had gone only little farther, from Roos. And look, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth coming to meet him, and a yoke of donkeys loaded up, and on them were two hundred loaves of bread and a hundred raisins and a hundred dates and a nebel of wine. 2 And the king said to Ziba, “Why are these with you?” And Ziba said, “The donkeys are for the members of the king’s household to ride and the bread and the dates are for food for the servants and the wine is to drink for those who are weary in the wilderness.” 3 And the king said, “And where is your master’s son?” And Ziba said to the king, “Look, he is staying in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today the House of Israel will return to me my father’s kingdom.’ ” 4 And the king said to Ziba, “Look everything is yours, as much as Mephibosheth had.” And Ziba said with reverence, “May I find favor in your eyes, my lord, the king.” 

5 And King David came to Bahurim and look, from there a man came out from the family of the house of Saul and his name was Shimei, son of Gera; he came out and cursed as he went. 6 And he stoned David with stones, as well as all the servants of King David. And all the people were there. And all the warriors were on the right of him and on the left of the king. 7 And this is how Shimei spoke when he was cursing him, “Get out! Get out! Man of blood and lawless man! 8 The Lord has turned back upon you all the blood of the house of Saul, because you became king instead of him. And the Lord has put the kingdom into the hand of Absalom your son. And look, you are in your own evil because you are a man of blood.” 9 And Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why does this dead dog curse my lord the king? I will go over now and remove his head.” 10 And the king said, “What to me and to you, sons of Zeruiah? Leave him and so may he curse me because the Lord said to him, ‘Curse David.’ And who can say, ‘How have you acted like this?’ ” 11 And David said to Abishai and to all his servants, “Look, my son who came out from my belly is seeking my life. And how much more now should the son of the Benjaminite! Leave him to curse because the Lord told to him to. 12 If somehow the Lord should look on my humiliation then he can return to me with good instead of his curse on this day.” 13 So David and his men continued along the road and Shimei went from the edge of the cliff beside him, going along and cursing and throwing stones from beside him and scattering the dust. 14 And the king came and all his people were exhausted and they recovered there. 

The Counsel of Ahithophel

15 And Absalom and every man in Israel came into Jerusalem and Ahithophel was with him. 16 And it happened when Hushai the Archite, David’s friend, came to Absalom. And Hushai said to Absalom, “The king lives!” 17 And Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this the mercy you have for your friend? Why did you not leave Jerusalem with your friend?” 18 And Hushai said to Absalom: “No, instead, from now on, the one whom the Lord has chosen and this people and every man in Israel, I will be for him and with him I will remain. 19 And secondly, whom should I serve? Should it not be before his son? Just as I served before your father, likewise I will be before you.” 20 And Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Bring counsel among you. What should we do?” 21 And Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go to your father’s concubines whom he left behind to take care of the house and all of Israel will hear that you have disgraced your father and so the hands of everyone with you will grow stronger.” 22 And they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof and Absalom went to his father’s concubines before the eyes of all Israel. 23 And the plan of Ahithophel, that he planned in the earlier days, the way one might inquire by the word of God; so was all the plan of Ahithophel, both for David and, indeed, also for Absalom. 




The Counsel of Hushai

17 And Ahithophel said to Absalom, “I will choose now for myself twelve thousand men and I will set out and closely pursue after David during the night. 2 And I will come upon him and he will be weary and weak in his hands. And I will catch him off guard and all the people with him will flee and I will strike down the king alone. 3 And I will return all the people to you the way a bride returns to her husband. Only the life of the one man you are seeking and then there will be peace for all the people.” 4 And the advice was good in the eyes of Absalom and in the eyes of all the elders of Israel. 

5 And Absalom said, “Call now also Hushai the Archite and we will hear what is in his mouth and hear also from him.” 6 And Hushai came to Absalom and Absalom said to him, “Tell me what you think about the word that Ahithophel spoke. Should we act according to his advice? If not, you must speak.” 7 And Hushai said to Absalom, “It is not good, this plan that Ahithophel has planned this one time.” 8 And Hushai said, “You know your father and his men, that they are very strong and very sharp in their spirit, like a bear robbed of her cubs in a field or as a wild boar in the plain. Your father is a man, a warrior and would not dismiss the people. 9 For look, he has hidden now in one of the hills or in some places and it will be when he falls on them in the beginning and he who is listening will hear and say, ‘There has been a slaughter among the people following Absalom!’ 10 And even the strongest son himself, who has a heart like a lion’s heart, when melting, his heart will melt because all Israel knows that your father is powerful and the greatest soldiers are with him. 11 For when I am advising, so I will advise. And all Israel, when being gathered, will be gathered to you from Dan as far as Beer-sheba, like the sand on the sea shore as a multitude, and your face going in the midst of them. 12 And we will come to him in a place where we might find him. And we will camp against him like the dew falls on the earth and we will not leave any remaining with him or the men with him not even a single one. 13 And if he should withdraw into the city, then all Israel will bring ropes to that city and we will drag it as far as to the wadi, so that not even a stone will be left behind there. 14 And Absalom and every man in Israel said, “Good is the counsel of Hushai the Archite, more so than the good counsel of Ahithophel.” And the Lord had already determined to disrupt the counsel of Ahithophel, so that the Lord might bring upon Absalom all evil. 15 And Hushai of the Archite said to Zadok and Abiathar the priests, “In this way and in this manner, Ahithophel advised Absalom and the elders of Israel and in this way and in this manner I advised them. 16 And now quickly send a message and report to David, saying, ‘You must not stay the night in Araboth in the wilderness and indeed in crossing over, you must hurry. Otherwise he might persuade the king and all the people with him.’ ” 17 And Jonathan and Ahimaaz had been standing at the spring of En-rogel and the servant girl went and reported to them. And they went and reported to King David that they could not be seen coming into the city. 18 And a servant saw them and they reported to Absalom. So the two went quickly and entered into the house of a man in Bahurim. And he had a well in the courtyard and they went down in there. 19 And the woman took and spread out a covering over the face of the well and began drying grain on it. And nobody knew a thing. 20 And the servants of Absalom came to the woman in the house and said, “Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?” And the woman said to them, “They passed by a small way away from the water.” And they looked for them and could not find them so they returned to Jerusalem. 21 Now it happened after their departure that they came up from the well and continued on and reported to King David and said to David, “Set out and cross over the water quickly because this is how Ahithophel plotted against you.” 22 And David arose and all the people with him and they crossed the Jordan until the light of morning, until no one was left who had not crossed the Jordan. 23 And Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not heeded. So he loaded his donkey and rose and departed for his house in his city and he set his house in order and hung himself. And he died and was buried in his father’s tomb. 

24 And David passed through to Mahanaim and Absalom crossed the Jordan, he and every man in Israel with him. 25 And Absalom appointed Amasa instead of Joab over the army and Amasa was the son of a man and his name was Ithra the Israelite.a He is the one who went in to Abigail, the daughter of Nahash, the brother of Zeruiah, Joab’s mother. 26 And all Israel and Absalom camped in the land of Gilead. 27 And it happened when David came to Mahanaim, Shobi son of Nahash, from Rabbah of the sons of Ammon and Machir, son of Ammiel from Lo-debar and Barzillai, the Gileadite from Rogelim 28 brought ten beds and rugs and ten caldrons and jars of clay and wheat and barley and meal and grain and beans and lentils 29 and honey and butter and sheep and saphphothb from cows. And they brought all of this to David and the people with him to eat because he said, “The people are hungry and weary and thirsty in the wilderness.” 




The Death of Absalom

18 And David gave instructions to the people who were with him and he appointed over them commanders of a thousand and leaders of a hundred. 2 And David sent out the people, a third in the hand of Joab and a third in the hand of Abishai, son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab, and a third in the hand of Ittai, the Gittite. And David said to the people, “When going out, I will go out, and indeed I am with you.” 3 And they said, “You must not go out because if we flee in flight, they will not set their heart on us and if we should die, even the half of us, they will not set their heart on us. For you are as important as ten thousand of us and now it would be better that you help us in the city.” 4 And the king said to them, “Whatever is best, if it will be pleasing in your eyes, do it.” And the king stood by the entrance of the gate and all the people went out in hundreds and in thousands. 5 And the king gave orders to Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Spare the young man Absalom, for my sake.” And all the people heard about the king’s order to all the rulers about Absalom. 6 And all the people went out to the forest across from Israel and the battle took place in the forest of Ephraim. 7 And the people of Israel were defeated there before the servants of David. And there was a great slaughter on that day of twenty thousand men. 8 And the battle there was scattered over the face of all the earth. But the forest did more to devour from the people compared to those the sword devoured among the people on that day. 9 And Absalom clashed with the servants of David. And Absalom went riding on his mule and the mule went under the thicket of a great oak and his head hung in the oak and it hung suspended between the heavens and the earth. And the mule under him continued on. 10 And one man saw and reported to Joab and said, “Look, I saw Absalom hanging in an oak.” 11 And Joab said to the man who was reporting, “And look, you saw him! Why is it that you did not strike him to the earth? I would have given you ten pieces of silver and one belt.” 12 But the man said to Joab, “Even if I am weighing a thousand shekels of silver on my hands, I would not put my hand upon the son of the king. For in our ears, the king ordered you and Abishai and Ittai, saying, ‘Take care of the young man, Absalom, for me. 13 Do not inflict justice on his life.’ And not a single word from the king was missed. And yet you will stand opposed to that?” 14 And Joab said, “I will begin this. I will not stay before you like this.” And Joab took three arrows in his hand and planted them in the heart of Absalom, while he was still alive in the heart of the oak grove. 15 And ten young men carrying Joab’s equipment surrounded and struck down Absalom and killed him. 16 And Joab sounded with the horn and the people returned without pursuing after Israel because Joab had restrained the people. 17 And he took Absalom and threw him into a large chasm in the forest, into a deep pit and erected a marker over him, a very large heap of stones and all Israel fled, each man toward his own home. 18 Now when Absalom was still living, he erected for himself a pillar which he had received, and he erected it, having taken the pillar in the Valley of the King because he said, “There is no son for him to remind people of his name.” And the stone is called “Absalom’s Hand” until this day. 

David Hears of Absalom’s Death

19 And Ahimaaz son of Zadok said, “Let me run now and I will bring the good news to the king that the Lord has vindicated him from his enemies’ hand.” 20 And Joab said to him, “You are not the man to bring good news on this day. You will proclaim good news on another day but on this day you must not proclaim this news because the son of the king is dead.” 21 And Joab said to Hushai, “Go report to the king as much as you saw. And Hushai bowed to Joab and went out. 22 And still Ahimaaz son of Zadok continued and said to Joab, “And let it be that I might run and indeed I will follow after Hushai.” And Joab said, “Why should you run, my son? Come now, there is no good news for you to profit from going.” 23 And he said, “So what if I will run?” And Joab said to him, “Run.” And Ahimaaz ran along the road of Kechar and he passed by Hushai. 24 And David was sitting between the two gates and the watchman went to the roof of the gate to the wall and he raised his eyes and saw, and look, there was a man running alone before him. 25 And the watchman shouted and reported to the king and the king said, “If he is alone, there is good news in his mouth.” And he continued to travel, coming and approaching. 26 And the watchman saw another man running and the watchman called to the gate and said, “Look, another man is running alone and the king said, “And indeed, this is someone who has good news.” 27 And the watchman said, “I see the gait of the first is like the gait of Ahimaaz, son of Zadok.” And the king said, “He is a good man and indeed he will come with good news.” 28 And Ahimaaz called and said to the king, “Peace.” And he bowed to the king on his face upon the earth and said, “Blessed be the Lord your God who has shut up the men who hated with their hand against my lord the king.” 29 And the king said, “Is it well for the young man Absalom?” And Ahimaaz said, “I saw a large crowd so that Joab sent a servant of the king and your servant, but I did not know what was there.” 30 And the king said, “Turn aside; stand here.” And he turned and stood there. 31 And look, Hushai arrived and said to the king, “Let my lord the king receive good news that the Lord has vindicated you today from the hand of all those who rise up against you. 32 And the king asked Hushai whether there was peace for the young man Absalom. And Hushai said, “May they become as the young man, the enemies of my lord the king and everyone, as many as rise against him to do evil.” 33 a And the king grew distressed and he went up to the roof over the gate and wept. And this is how he spoke in his going, “My son, my son, Absalom! What would I give for my death instead of yours; I instead of you? O Absalom, my son, my son!” 




David Mourns for Absalom

19 And it was reported to Joab, saying, “Look, the king is weeping and mourning for Absalom.” 2 And the victory turned to grief for all the people on that day because the people heard on that day that the king is grieving for his son. 3 And the people stole away in that day entering into the city like dishonored people sneak in when they flee in a battle. 4 And the king hid his face and the king cried with a great voice, saying, “My son, Absalom, Absalom, my son.” 5 And Joab came to the king, into the house, and said, “You disgraced, today, the face of all your servants who saved you today and the spirit of your sons and your daughters and the spirit of your wives and your concubines, 6 by loving those who hate you and hating those who love you. And you have announced today that your commanders are nothing and neither are your servants. For I know today that if Absalom was living, all of us today would be dead. Is that what would be right in your eyes? 7 So now stand up and go out and speak to your servants’ heart because, by the Lord, I swore that you must go out today, if any man is going to stay through the night. And you must witness it for yourself. And this is evil for you beyond all the evil that has come upon you from your youth until now.” 8 And the king stood and stayed at the gate and all the people announced, saying, “Look, the king is staying at the gate.” And all the people entered before the king’s face. And Israel had fled, each man to his home. 

9 And all the people were arguing among all the tribes of Israel, saying, “King David rescued us out of the hand of all our enemies and he took us from the hand of the foreigners and now he has fled from the land, from his kingdom, and from Absalom, 10 whom we anointed over us, died in the battle. Now why is it we keep quiet to return to the king? And this word from all Israel came to the king. 

11 And King David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, saying, “Speak to the elders of Judah, saying, ‘Why are you the last to return to the king, to his house? The talk of all Israel has come to the king. 12 O brothers, you are to me my bones and you are my flesh. Why are you the last to return the king to his house?’ 13 And you will say to Amasa, ‘Are you not my bone and my flesh? And now thus may God do to me and thus may he add this unless you be the ruler of the army before me all the days instead of Joab.’ ” 14 And he turned the heart of every man in Judah until they were of one mind. And so they sent for the king, saying, “You must return and all your servants.” 15 And the king returned and came to the Jordan and the men of Judah came to Gilgal to come to meet the king, to bring the king across the Jordan. 

16 And Shimei son of Gera son of the Benjaminite hurried from Bahurim. And he went down with a man from Judah to meet King David, 17 And there were a thousand men with him from Benjamin as well as Ziba, the servant of the house of Saul and fifteen of his sons with him and twenty of his servants with him. And they went straight to the Jordan before the king, 18 And they administered the ministry, to bring the king across. And he crossed over the passage to restore the house of the king and to do what was right to his eyes. And Shimei, son of Gera, fell on his face before the king as he was crossing the Jordan. 19 And he said to the king, “Let my lord not consider my guilt and may you forget how much your servant did wrong on the day that my lord left from Jerusalem so that the king should keep it in his heart. 20 For your servant knows that I have sinned, and look, I come today before the entire house of Joseph to come down to meet my lord, the king.” 21 And Abishai, son of Zeruiah, answered and said, “Because of this, should not Shimei be put to death because he cursed the Lord’s Anointed One?” 22 And David said, “What is it to me and you, sons of Zeruiah, that you are plotting against me today? Today no man will be put to death from Israel. For I do not know whether I am king today over Israel.” 23 Then the king said to Shimei, “You will not die.” And the king made an oath to him. 

24 And Mephibosheth son of Saul’s son came down to meet the king. And he had not attended to his feet or cut his nails or trimmed his mustache and his robes he had not washed away from the day that the king had departed until the day that he had come back in peace. 25 And it happened that when he came to Jerusalem to meet the king, the king said to him, “Why is it that you did go not with me, Mephibosheth?” 26 And Mephibosheth said to him, “My lord, king, your servant deceived me. For your servant said to him, ‘Saddle the donkey for me and I will ride on it and go with the king because your servant is lame.’ 27 And your servant played a trick on my lord, to the king. And my lord, the king does what is good as a messenger of God. So do what is good in your eyes. 28 For my father’s entire house was nothing, rather they are dead men to my lord the king. But you put your servant among those who eat at your table. What justification is there for me still, that I might appeal even now to the king?” 29 And the king said to him, “Why do you still speak of your affairs? I say that you and Ziba will divide the field.” 30 And Mephibosheth said to the king, “And indeed, let him take everything, now that my lord the king has arrived in peace to his house.” 

31 And Barzillai, the Gileadite, had come down from Rogelim and crossed over the Jordan with the king to send him out from the Jordan. 32 And Barzillai was a very elderly man, a son of eighty years. And he had provided for the king when he was living in Mahanaim because he was a very wealthy man. 33 And the king said to Barzillai, “You will cross over with me and I will provide for you in your old age in Jerusalem. 34 And Barzillai said to the king, “How many days of my life are there left that I should go up with the king to Jerusalem? 35 I am a son of eighty years today. Can I, indeed, discern between good and bad for evil? Will your servant still be able to taste what I eat or drink or still hear the sound of singing men and women? Why should your servant continue to be a burden upon my lord, the king? 36 In just a little time, your servant will cross over the Jordan with the king. Why should the king repay me with this reward? 37 Let your servant stay here and I will die in my own town beside the grave of my father and mother. And look, your servant, Chimham, will cross over with my lord the king. And you can do for him what is good in your eyes.” 38 And the king said, “Chimham will cross over with me, and I will do for him what is good in your eyes and everything that you want me to do, I will do for you.” 39 And all the people crossed the Jordan and the king crossed over. And Barzillai kissed the king and blessed him and then he returned to his home. 

40 And the king crossed over the river to Gilgal. And Chimham crossed over with him. All the people of Judah crossed over with the king, indeed, even half the people of Israel. 41 And look, every man of Israel came to the king and said to the king, “Why is it that our brothers, the men of Judah, have stolen you and have brought the king and his house across the Jordan and all David’s men with him?” 42 And every man of Judah answered to the men of Israel and said, “Because the king is close family to us. Why did you become wrathful in this way on this matter? We did not eat food from the king. Or did he give a gift or carry a burden for us?” 43 And a man of Israel answered the man of Judah and said, “I have ten hands in the king and I am firstborn rather than you. And indeed, in David, I am over you. So why do you insult me? And why was my word not recognized as first to me before Judah to bring back my king?” And the words of the men of Judah were harder than the words of the men of Israel. 




Sheba Leads a Revolt

20 And there was a man, known as a wicked person, and his name was Sheba, son of Bichri. He was a Benjaminite man and he sounded the horn and said, “There is no inheritance for us in David nor is there an inheritance for us in the son of Jesse. Each man to your home, O Israel.” 2 And all of Israel left from behind David to follow Sheba, son of Bichri, and each man of Judah stuck close to their king from the Jordan as far as Jerusalem. 

3 And David went in to his house in Jerusalem and the king took the ten wives, his concubines whom he left to watch over the house and put them in a house with a guard and he provided for them, but he did not come in to them. And they were confined until the day of their death. They lived as widows. 

4 And the king said to Amasa, “Call for me every man of Judah within three days. But you yourself must stay.” 5 And Amasa went to call Judah and he was delayed from the time that was appointed for him. 6 And David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba, son of Bichri will do more harm to us than Absalom. So now you must take with you the servants of your lord and closely pursue him. Otherwise, he will find a fortified city for himself and will overshadow us.” 7 And Abishai and the men of Joab went out after him as well as the Cherethites and the Phelethites and all the warriors. And they went out from Jerusalem to pursue after Sheba, son of Bichri 8 And they were beside a large stone in Gibeon and Amasa came before them, and Joab was wearing a wool cloak for his garment, and he was wearing a sword harnessed around his waist in its sheath and he took the sword out and he took it out and fell. 9 And Joab said to Amasa, “Are you well, brother?” And the right hand of Joab grabbed the beard of Amasa to kiss him. 10 And Amasa did not notice the sword in Joab’s hand. And Joab struck him with it in his stomach and his belly poured out onto the earth. And Joab did not need to strike twice. And he died. Then Joab and Abishai his brother chased after Sheba son of Bichri 11 And a man stood over him from the servants of Joab and said, “Whoever wants Joab and whoever is for David, follow Joab!” 12 And Amasa was soaked with blood in the middle of the path and a man saw that all the people had stood and returned Amasa from the path to a field, and he threw over him a robe because he had seen everyone who went out standing over him. 13 But when he proceeded from the path, every man of Israel continued on after Joab to chase Sheba son of Bichri 14 And he passed through among all the tribes of Israel to Abel and to Beth-maacah. And everyone from the Berites also assembled and went following him. 15 And they arrived and lay siege against him in Abel Beth-maacah. And they built a raised mound against the city and it stood against the outer fortifications, and all the people with Joab intended to bring down the wall. 16 And a wise woman called from the wall and said, “Listen, listen! Say now to Joab, ‘Come near to here.’ And I will speak to him.” 17 And he approached her, and the woman said, “Are you Joab?” He said, “I am.” So, she said to him, “Listen to the words of your servant.” And Joab said, “I am listening.” 18 Then she said, saying, “In former times they spoke a word, saying, ‘Being asked, in Abel and in Dan, it was asked if the things that the faithful of Israel affirmed had come to an end;’ those who desire will inquire of one person in Abel also in this way, if they have come to an end.” 18 Then she said, saying, “Being asked, in Abel and in Dan it was asked if the faithful of Israel had forsaken the things they had affirmed; those who desire will inquire of one person in Abel also in this way, if they have forsaken them. 19 I am a peaceful person among the supporters of Israel. But you seek to destroy the city, even a mother city in Israel! Why are you destroying the inheritance of the Lord?” 20 And Joab answered and said, “Be merciful to me! Be merciful to me whether I should drown or whether I should destroy. 21 This is not the reason! For there is a man from the hill country of Ephraim; Sheba son of Bichri is his name. And he has raised his hand against King David. Give him to me alone and I will depart from the city.” And the woman said to Joab, “Look, his head will be thrown to you through the wall.” 22 And the woman went to all the people and spoke to the entire city with her wisdom. Then she removed the head of Sheba son of Bichri and took it away and threw it to Joab. And he sounded the horn and they dispersed from the city, away from him, each man to his home. And Joab returned to Jerusalem to the king. 

23 And Joab was over all the army of Israel and Benaiah son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and over the Phelethites 24 and Adoram was over the taxes and Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was the record keeper 25 and Shiya was the scribe and Zadok and Abiathar were priests, 26 and also, Ira the Jairite was a priest for David. 




The Famine Brings Justice

21 And there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year. So, David sought the face of the Lord. And the Lord said, “Upon Saul and upon his house, there is guilt by the death of blood because he destroyed the Gibeonites.” 2 So King David called the Gibeonites and spoke to them. And the Gibeonites were not sons of Israel. Rather they were from the blood of the Amorites and the sons of Israel had sworn to protect them. But Saul had sought to strike them down in his zeal for the sons of Israel and of Judah. 3 And David said to the Gibeonites, “What should I do for you? How should I make atonement? Then you can bless the inheritance of the Lord.” 4 And the Gibeonites said to him, “There is nothing for us in silver and gold with Saul and with his house and it does not help to execute a man in Israel.” So, he said, “What are you saying? And I will do it for you.” 5 And they said to the king, “The man brought the end upon us and pursued us, he who devised to cut us off, let us remove him so he does not stand in any boundary of Israel. 6 Let seven men be given to us from among his sons and we will hang them before the Lord in Gibeon, from Saul the chosen of the Lord.” And the king said, “I will give them.” 7 And the king showed restraint on Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, son of Saul because of the oath of the Lord between him, David, and Jonathan the son of Saul. 8 So the king took the two sons of Rizpah daughter of Aiah who gave birth for Saul to Armoni and Mephibosheth and the five sons of Michal daughter of Saul who gave birth to Serei the Moholathite son of Barzillai. 9 And he put them in the hand of the Gibeonites and they hung them on the mountain before the Lord. And the seven fell together. And also, they were executed on the harvest day in the first in the beginning of the harvest of barley. 

10 And Rizpah daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and fastened it for herself to the rock on the beginning of the harvest of barley until water dripped on it from the heavens. And she did not allow the birds of the heavens to rest on it during the day and the wild animals of the field during the night. 11 And it was reported to David everything that Rizpah daughter of Aiah, concubine of Saul, had done. And they were released, and Dan, son of Joah who was from the descendants of the giants, took them down. 12 And David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from the men, the sons of Jabesh of Gilead, who had stolen them from the street of Beth-shan because the foreigners had set them there in the day that the foreigners struck down Saul in Gilboa. 13 And he brought the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from there and gathered the bones of those who were hanging in the sun. 14 And they buried the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son and those who had been hanging in the land of Benjamin inside in the tomb of Kish his father. And they did it all, as much as the king had commanded. And God listened to the land after this. 

Battles with the Philistines Recounted

15 And battle took place again between the foreigners and Israel. And David went down and his servants with him. And he fought with the foreigners. And David went out. 16 And there was a man called Ishbi-benob who was among the offspring of the Raphah, and the weight of his spear was three hundred shekels fitted with bronze, and he was carrying a mace, and he intended to strike down David. 17 And Abishai son of Zeruiah rescued him and struck down the foreigner and killed him. Then the men of David made an oath, saying, “You must not go out again with us into battle. You cannot quench the lamp of Israel.” 

18 And after this still another battle happened in Gob with the foreigners; there Sibbecai the Hushathite struck down Saph who was among the offspring of the Raphah. 19 And there was a battle in Gob with the foreigners and Elhanan son of Jaare-oregim the Bethlehemite struck down Goliath the Gittite and the wood of his spear was like a weaver’s beam. 20 And there was still another battle in Gath and there was a man of Madona and the fingers on his hand and the toes on his feet were six and six, twenty-four in total and indeed he was born from the Raphah. 21 And he taunted Israel, and Jonathan son of Shimei brother of David struck him down. 22 And these four were born as descendants of the giants in Gath, the Raphah, a household. And they fell by David’s hand and by his servant’s hand. 




The Victory Song of David

22 And David sang to the Lord the words of this song on the day that the Lord rescued him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. 2 And he sang: 

Lord, you are my rock and my stronghold and my deliverer for me, 

3 my God will be my guard; I will rely on him; 

my protector and the horn of my deliverance, 

my protector and my refuge for my deliverance 

from wrongdoing, you will save me. 

4 I will invoke the praiseworthy Lord 

and from my enemies, I will be delivered. 

5 For the affliction of death engulfed me; 

the wadi of wickedness terrified me; 

6 the pains of death encircled me; 

the hardness of death came upon me. 

7 In my affliction, I will invoke the Lord, 

and to my God I will shout. 

And he will hear my voice from his temple, 

my outcry in his ears. 

8 And the earth stirred and shook 

and the foundations of the heavens were in disarray and torn 

because the Lord was wrathful at them. 

9 Smoke went up in his anger and fire from his mouth will devour; 

burning coals flamed from him. 

10 And he bent the heavens and came down 

and darkness was under his feet. 

11 And he mounted upon the cherubim and flew 

and he was seen upon the wings of the wind. 

12 And he set darkness for his hiding-place in a circle around him; 

his tent was the darkness of the waters; 

he thickened in the clouds of air. 

13 From the splendor before him, 

burning coals were kindled. 

14 The Lord thundered from the heavens 

and the Most High put forth his voice. 

15 And he sent out arrows and scattered them; 

lightning and stunned them. 

16 And the grooves below the sea were seen 

and the foundations of the world were uncovered by the rebuke of the Lord 

from blast of breath of his wrath. 

17 He dispatched from the heights and took me; 

he drew me from many waters. 

18 He rescued me from my strong enemies from those who hated me 

because they were too strong for me. 

19 The days of my distress came upon me 

and the Lord was my support. 

20 And he led me out into a spacious place 

and rescued me because he delighted in me. 

21 And the Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness; 

according to the purity of my hand, he rewarded me. 

22 For I kept the ways of the Lord 

and did not depart wickedly from my God. 

23 For all his judgments were before me and his duties, 

I did not withdraw from them. 

24 And I will be blameless to him 

and I will guard myself from my wickedness. 

25 And the Lord will restore me according to my righteousness 

and according to the purity of my hand before his eyes. 

26 With devotion, you will be declared devout 

and with a complete man, 

you will be complete; 

27 And with the chosen, you will be chosen 

and with the crooked, you will be perverted. 

28 And you will deliver the poor 

and you will lower your eyes upon the proud. 

29 For you are my lamp, O Lord, 

and the Lord will brighten for me my darkness. 

30 For in you, I will run lightly armed 

and in my God, I will leap over the wall. 

31 The Mighty one, blameless is his way; 

the word of the Lord is strong, since it is tried by fire; 

he is the protector to all those who rely on him. 

32 Who is strong, except the Lord? 

And who is the Creator, except our God. 

33 The Mighty one is my strength in strength 

and shook out blameless my path. 

34 He set my feet like a deer 

and upon the heights he set me, 

35 Training my hands in battle 

and bending a bronze bow in my arm. 

36 And you gave me a shield for my deliverance, 

and your answer expanded for me 

37 open ground for my steps beneath me 

and my legs did not tremble. 

38 I will pursue my enemies and destroy them 

and will not turn back until I finish them. 

39 And I will crush them, and they not will stand; 

they will fall under my feet. 

40 And you will strengthen me with strength for battle; 

you will cause to bow those who rise against me beneath me. 

41 And you gave my enemies to me behind those who hate me 

and you destroyed them. 

42 They will cry out, and there is no help from the Lord 

and he did not listen to them. 

43 And I ground them like dust of the earth; 

like clay coming out, I pulverized them. 

44 And you rescued me from battle with people; 

you will keep me to be the head of nations; 

a people whom I did not know was subject to me. 

45 Foreign sons lied to me; 

they listened to me in the hearing of an ear. 

46 Foreign sons will be cast away 

and they will stumble from their strongholds. 

47 The Lord lives! And blessed is my guard 

and exalted is my God, the guard of my deliverance. 

48 Strong is the Lord who gives vengeance to me, 

disciplining people under me, 

49 And who brought me out from my enemies 

and from those who rise up against me, you will raise me up; 

from the man of crime, you will rescue me. 

50 Because of this, I will acknowledge you, Lord, among the nations 

and in your name, I will make music, 

51 Making great the deliverances of his king 

and acting with mercy to his anointed, David, 

and his seed for eternity. 




David Extols the Lord

23 And these are the last words of David, faithful David, son of Jesse and a faithful man whom the Lord raised up as the Anointed One of the God of Jacob and the maker of harmonious psalms for Israel. 

2 The spirit of the Lord spoke in me 

and his word is on my tongue. 

3 The God of Israel is speaking; the Guard from Israel speaks to me, 

say the proverb: 

Among humanity, how might you strengthen the fear of the anointed? 

4 And by God, at the light of dawn, the sun will rise; 

which the Lord will not pass in the morning from splendor 

and like from rain on the grass from the earth. 

5 For is this not my house with the strong one? 

For he established an eternal covenant with me, 

ready in every season, protected, because my entire deliverance 

and every desire is that the wicked would not sprout. 

6 As a thorn, these are all rejected 

because they cannot be picked by hand, 

7 And a man will not grow weary among them 

and full of iron and wood is the spear and in burning fire, 

and they shall be set in their disgrace. 

David’s Mighty Men

8 These are the names of the mighty men of David. Josheb-basshebeth the Tachemonite was the ruler of the three. There was Adino the Eznite; he drew his sword against eight hundred soldiers at once. 9 And after him was Eleazar, son of his uncle, son of the Ahohite, of those among the three mighty ones with David. And when he scorned the foreigners, they gathered there for battle and they called out, each man of Israel. 10 But he stood and struck the foreigners until his hand grew tired and his hand stuck to the sword and the Lord performed a great deliverance in that day and the people stayed behind him only to strip the dead. 11 And after him was Shamma son of Agee the Hararite. And the foreigners were gathering in Theria and there was a part of the field full of lentils and the people fled from the face of the foreigners. 12 And he stood in the middle of the portion and rescued them and he struck down the foreigners and the Lord performed a great deliverance. 

13 And the three went down from the thirty and went down to Kadon to David in the cave of Adullam and a division of the foreigners and they had camped in the valley of Rephaim. 14 And David was then in the stronghold and the military support for the foreigners was then in Bethlehem. 15 And David had a desire and said, “Who will fetch for me water from the well in Bethlehem at the gate?” However, the garrison of the foreigners was then in Bethlehem. 16 And the three warriors broke through in the camp of the foreigners and drew water from the well in Bethlehem at the gate and took it and came to David. And he did not want to drink it and he poured it out to the Lord. 17 And he said, “Be merciful to me, Lord, for doing this, if the blood of the men went with their lives, how can I drink?” And he did not want to drink it. This is what the three warriors had done. 18 And there was Abishai brother of Joab son of Zeruiah. He was the commander among the three and he raised up his spear against three hundred, each one became a corpse and he had a name among the three. 19 From the three, he was honored and he became for them as a commander but he did not come to the level of the three. 20 And Benaiah son of Jehoiada, he was a man of many deeds from Kabzeel, and he struck down the two sons of Ariel of Moab, and he went down and struck down a lion in the middle of a pit during a day of snow. 21 He struck down the Egyptian man, who was quite a man to be seen. In the hand of the Egyptian was a spear like a wooden ladder and he went down to him with the spear and snatched away the spear from the hand of the Egyptian and killed him with his own spear. 22 That is what Benaiah son of Jehoiada did, and he had a name among the three warriors. 23 From the three, he was honored, but to the level of the three, he did not come. And David appointed him for his reports. And these were the names of the mighty men of King David: 

24 Asahel brother of Joab, he was among the thirty, Elhanan son of Dodo his uncle in Bethlehem, 25 Shammah the Harodite, 26 Helez the Paltite, Ira son Ikkesh the Tekoite, 27 Abiezer the Anathothite from the sons of the Anathonites, 28 Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite, 29 Ittai son Ribai from Gibeah son of Benjamin, the Ephrathite. 30 There was also Hiddai from the brooks and 31a Asboth the Bardiamite, 31b Gadabiel son of the Arabothitite. 32 Eliahba the Shaalbonite, the sons of Jashen: Jonathan, 33 Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam son of Sharar the Herarite, 34 Eliphelet son of the Ahasbai, son of the Maacathite, Eliam son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, 35 Hezro the Carmelite, the son of Paarai, the Arbite. 36 Igaal son of Nathan from the mighty son of the Gadite. 37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite who carried the armor of Joab the son of Zeruiah, 38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, and 39 Uriah the Hittite. They totaled thirty and seven. 




David and the Census of the People

24 And the Lord increased his anger burning against Israel. And he stirred up David among them, saying, “Go, count Israel and Judah.” 2 And the king said to Joab, the ruler of the army with him, “Go now through all the tribes of Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba and count the people. And I will know the number of the people.” 3 And Joab said to the king, “And may the Lord God add to the people just as they are and as they are a hundredfold and may the eyes of my lord the king see it. And my lord the king, why do you want to do this?” 4 But the word of the king was firm to Joab and to the rulers of the army. So, Joab and the rulers of the army went out before the king to count the people of Israel. 5 And they crossed over the Jordan and camped in Aroer from the right side of the city in the middle of the ravine of Gad and Eliezer. 6 And they came to Gilead and to Thabason, which was Hodshi and they arrived in Dan-jaan and Oudan and circled around to Sidon. 7 And they came to Mapsar of Tyre and all the cities of the Hivites and the Canaanites and they went by south of Judah to Beer-sheba. 8 And they went all around through all the land and arrived in Jerusalem after nine months and twenty days. 9 And Joab gave the number of the census of the people to the king. And Israel had eight hundred thousand men who could draw a sword and the men of Judah had five hundred thousand fighting men. 

10 And David’s heart struck him after the census of the people, and David said to the Lord, “I have sinned very much by what I did. Now Lord, put aside now the wickedness of your servant because I was very foolish.” 11 And David rose in the morning and the word of the Lord had come to Gad the prophet, David’s seer, saying, 12 “Go and speak to David, saying, ‘This is what the Lord says, “Three things, I am taking up against you, and you must choose one from them for yourself and I will do it to you.” ’ ” 13 And Gad came to David and announced to him and said to him, “Choose for yourself what is to happen, whether three years of famine should come to you in your land or three months of fleeing before your enemies with them pursuing you or three days of death in your land. Now therefore, decide and see. What word will I answer to the one who sent me?” 14 And David said to Gad, “It is very narrow for me on every side. I will now fall in the Lord’s hand because his compassion is very great, but I must not fall into a human’s hands.” 15 So David chose for himself the death. And it was the days of the harvest of wheat and the Lord allowed death in Israel from early morning until lunch time and the slaughter began among the people. And they died from Dan to Beer-sheba, a total seventy thousand men. 16 And the angel of God reached his hand into Jerusalem to destroy it and the Lord relented from the wickedness and said to the angel who was destroying, “Among the people it is enough now. Release your hand.” And the angel of the Lord was before the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 17 And David spoke to Lord, when he saw the angel beating down the people, and said, “Look, it is I! I have done wrong and these, they are the sheep! What have they done? Let your hand now be against me and against my father’s house.” 

18 And Gad came to David in that day and said to him, “Go up and build for the Lord an altar on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 19 And David went up according to the word of Gad, according to the way the Lord had commanded him. 20 And Araunah looked out and saw the king and his servants coming by over to him, and Araunah came out and bowed to the king on his face on the earth. 21 And Araunah said, “Why is it that my lord the king has come to his servant?” And David said, “To purchase from you the threshing floor to build an altar to the Lord because the slaughter was stopped here for the people.” 22 And Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer to the Lord what is good in his eyes. Look, oxen for the burnt offering and wheels and yokes of oxen for the wood.” 23 Everything, Araunah gave it to the king, and Araunah said to the king, “May the Lord your God bless you.” 24 And the king said to Araunah, “No, because instead, in acquiring it I must purchase it from you at the price and I will not offer to my Lord, my God a burnt offering that was freely given.” So, David purchased the threshing floor and the cattle with fifty silver shekels. 25 And David built there an altar to the Lord and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. And Solomon added more on the altar in the end because it was small at first. And the Lord listened to the land and the slaughter ceased in Israel. 





3 KINGDOMS




Adonijah and Solomon Contend for the Throne

1 And King David was an old man, advanced in days; and they covered him with blankets, but he could not keep warm. 2 And his servants said, “Let a search be made for the king for a young virgin, so she might stand beside the king, and she will be giving warmth to him. She will sleep beside him, and my lord the king will be warmed.” 3 And they sought for a beautiful young woman throughout every border of Israel, and they found Abishag the Shunammite, and they brought her to the king. 4 The young woman was very beautiful, and she was keeping the king warm and ministering to him. However, the king did not know her. 5 Adonijah, the son of Haggith, exalted himself by saying, “I will be king.” He made chariots for himself, chariots and drivers. Fifty men ran before him. 6 His father did not restrain him, never saying, “On what account did you do this?” He was very beautiful in appearance. She borea him after Absalom. 7 His words were with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest. They supported Adonijah. 8 However, Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and the mighty sons of David were not behind Adonijah. 9 Adonijah butchered sheep, calves, and lambs beside the Stone of Zoheleth that is close to En-rogel. He invited his brothers and the men of Judah, the servants of the king. 10 However, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty ones, and Solomon his brother he did not invite. 11 Nathan said to Bathsheba, mother of Solomon, saying, “Did you not hear that Adonijah son of Haggith has become king? But David our lord does not know? 12 Now come, I will give you advice and so deliver your life and the life of your son Solomon. 13 Now enter before King David and say to him, ‘My lord, O king, did you not swear to your servant, saying that your son Solomon “will reign after me and he will sit on my throne”? Why is it that Adonijah has become king?’ 14 Look! While you are speaking there with the king, I will enter behind and complete your word.” 15 Bathsheba entered before the king in the inner room. The king was very old, and Abishag the Shunammite was ministering to the king. 16 Bathsheba stooped and bowed before the king, and the king said, “What is your concern?” 17 She said, “Lord, you swore by your God to your servant saying that your son Solomon ‘will be king after me. And he will sit on my throne.’ 18 Now look, Adonijah has become king and yet you, my lord, O king, do not know. 19 He has butchered calves, lambs, and sheep for the crowd and has invited all the sons of the king along with Abiathar the priest and Joab the ruler of the army. However, Solomon your servant he did not invite. 20 As for you, my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are toward you to tell them who will sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 21 It will be when my lord the king sleeps with his fathers, I and my son Solomon will be sinners.” 22 And look, while she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet came. 23 It was reported to the king, “Look! Nathan the prophet.” He entered before the face of the king, and he bowed down to the king before his face upon the earth. 24 Nathan said, “O lord, my king, did you say, ‘Adonijah will be king after me, and he will sit on my throne’? 25 Because today he has gone down and butchered calves, lambs, and sheep for a crowd. He has invited all the sons of the king, the powerful rulers, and Abiathar the priest. Look! They are eating and drinking before him, saying, ‘Let King Adonijah live!’ 26 As for me, your servant, and Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and Solomon your servant, he did not invite. 27 Has this matter come through my lord the king, and you have not declared to your servant who will sit upon the throne of my lord king after him?” 28 David answered and said, “Call Bathsheba for me.” She entered before the king and stood before him. 29 The king swore and said, “As the Lord lives, who redeemed my soul from all distress, 30 that just as I swore to you by the Lord God of Israel saying that Solomon your son will reign after me and he will sit on my throne in place of me, thus I will do this day.” 31 Bathsheba stooped with her face toward the earth and bowed before the king. She said, “May my lord, King David live for eternity.” 32 King David said, “Call Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada to me.” They entered into the presence of the king. 33 The king said to them, “Take the servants of your lord with you, and make my son Solomon ride upon my mule, and bring him down to the land of Gihon. 34 And anoint him there, Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet, as king over Israel. Sound the horn and you will say, ‘Let King Solomon live!’ 35 He will sit on my throne and will be king in place of me. I command him to be leader over Israel and Judah.” 36 Benaiah son of Jehoiada answered the king and said, “May it be so. May the God of my lord and king confirm it. 37 Just as the Lord was with my lord the king, so may he be with Solomon, and may he enlarge his throne above the throne of my lord King David.” 38 Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Phelethites went down and sat Solomon upon King David’s mule, and they led him to the land of Gihon. 39 Zadok the priest took the horn of olive oil from the tent and anointed Solomon. He sounded with the horn, and all the people said, “May King Solomon live!” 40 All the people went up after him. They performed dances, rejoicing with great joy. And the earth split at their sound. 41 Adonijah and all those he had invited heard. They finished eating. Joab heard the sound of the horn and said, “Why is the sound of the city in an uproar?” 42 While he was speaking, look, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the priest went in, and Adonijah said, “Enter because you are a strong man and proclaim good news.” 43 Jonathan answered and said, “Most certainly, our lord King David has appointed Solomon as king. 44 The king sent after him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Phelethites, and they set him on the mule of the king. 45 Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anointed him in the land of Gihon and went up from there rejoicing. The city roared. This is the sound that you heard. 46 Solomon sat on the throne of the king. 47 The servants of the king came in to praise our lord, King David, saying, ‘May God magnify the name of Solomon above your name and may he enlarge his throne above your throne.’ And the king bowed down upon his bed. 48 So the king said, ‘Blessed is the Lord the God of Israel who today has given from my seed one who sits on my throne and whom my eyes see.’ 49 All those who were invited by Adonijah arose, and each went on his way. 50 Adonijah was terrified from the face of Solomon. He arose, departed, and took hold of the horns of the altar. 51 It was reported to Solomon, saying, “Look, Adonijah is terrified of King Solomon. He holds onto the horns of the altar, saying, ‘Let Solomon swear to me today that he will not kill his servant with the sword.’ ” 52 Solomon said, “If he becomes a son of strength, cursed if one of his hairs falls on the earth. However, if evil is found in him, he will be killed.” 53 King Solomon sent and brought him down from the altar. He entered and bowed before Solomon. Solomon said to him, “Go into your house.” 




David’s Charge to Solomon

2 The days of David drew near for him to die. And he responded to Solomon his son, saying: 2 “I am going on the way of all the earth. You will be strong and become a man. 3 Guard the guard of your God to go in his roads to guard his commands, duties, and judgments that are written in the law of Moses, so that you will understand what you are doing according to everything that I command you, 4 so the Lord may set his word that he spoke saying, ‘If your sons guard their way so as to walk before me in truth with their whole heart saying that there will not be destroyed for you a man to be on the throne of Israel.’ 5 Further, you know what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me, inasmuch as he did to the two rulers of the armies of Israel, to Abner son of Ner and to Amasa son of Jether. He killed them. He set the blood of battle in his belt, in his loins, and in his sandal on his foot. 6 Do according to your wisdom. And you, bring down his grey hairs in peace to Hades. 7 Show compassion on the sons of Barzillai of the Gileadites. They will be with those who eat at your table because they approached me when I was running away from the face of Absalom your brother. 8 Look, Shimei the son of Gera the son of a Benjamite from Bahurim is with you. He cursed me with a painful curse on the day when I went to the fort. He went down to meet me at the Jordan, and I swore to him by the Lord saying, ‘Certainly I will not kill you with the sword.’ 9 You shall not acquit him because you are a wise man, and you know what you will do to him. You will bring down his grey hairs with blood to Hades.” 10 And David slept with his fathers, and he was buried in the city of David. 11 The days that David reigned over Israel were forty years. At Hebron he was king for seven years and in Jerusalem for thirty-three years. 

Solomon’s Rule Established

12 Solomon sat on the throne of David his father. His kingdom was very much prepared. 13 And Adonijah entered before Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, and he bowed down before her. She said, “Your entrance, is it in peace?” He said, “It is in peace. 14 I have a word for you.” She said to him, “Speak!” 15 He said to her, “You see that the kingdom was mine. All Israel set its face on me to be king. The kingdom changed and became my brother’s because it was his from the Lord. 16 Now I ask one request from you. Do not turn your face back.” Bathsheba said to him, “Speak!” 17 He said to her, “Speak now to Solomon the king because he will not turn his face back from you, and he will give to me Abishag the Shunammite for a wife.” 18 Bathsheba said, “Good, I will speak for you to the king.” 19 Bathsheba entered to King Solomon to speak with him concerning Adonijah. The king arose to meet her. He kissed her and sat on the throne. And a throne was set up for the mother of the king, and she sat at his right. 20 She said to him, “One small request I ask from you: Do not turn your face.” The king said to her, “Ask, my mother, and I will not turn you back.” 21 She said, “Now, let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother for a wife.” 22 Solomon the king answered and said to his mother, Why is it you request Abishag for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom also because this my brother is greater than me and Abiathar the priest is for him. Also, Joab the son of Zeruiah the chief-commander is to him as a friend.” 23 King Solomon swore by the Lord saying, “May God do this to me and more than this because Adonijah has spoken this word against his life. 24 Now as the Lord lives who prepared me, set me on the throne of David my father, and he made for me a house, just as the Lord said, surely today Adonijah will be put to death.” 25 Solomon the king sent by the hand of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. He killed him, and Adonijah died on that day. 26 And the king said to Abiathar the priest, “You, run away to Anathoth to your field, because you are a man of death on this day, but I will not put you to death because you carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord before my father and because you were afflicted in everything with which my father was afflicted.” 27 Solomon cast out Abiathar so that he would not be a priest of the Lord so that the things of the Lord that he spoke to the house of Eli at Shiloh would be fulfilled. 28 And the report came to Joab the son of Zeruiah, (because Joab was leaning toward Adonijah. But he had not leaned toward Absalom) and Joab fled to the tent of the Lord and held the horns of the altar. 29 It was reported to Solomon saying that “Joab fled to the tent of the Lord and look he has taken hold of the horns of the altar.” Solomon sent to Joab saying, “What happened to you that you have fled to the altar?” Joab said, “Because I was terrified of your face, I fled to the Lord.” And Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, kill him and bury him.” 30 Benaiah son of Jehoiada went into the tent of the Lord and said to him, “This is what the king says: ‘Come out!’ ” Joab said, “I will not come out because then I will die.” Benaiah son of Jehoiada returned and said to the king, saying, “Joab said this, and he answered to me this.” 31 The king said to him, “Go and do to him just as he has said. Kill him and bury him. Today you will remove the blood that he sheds freely from me and from the house of my father. 32 The Lord turned back the blood of his injustice on his head. And he went to meet two people who were more righteous and good than he, and he killed them with a sword. My father David did not know about their blood, that of Abner son of Ner chief-commander of Israel and Amasa the son of Jether chief-commander of Judah. 33 His blood has returned to his head and to the head of his seed for eternity.a But to David, to his seed, to his house, and to his throne may there be peace for eternity from the Lord.” 34 So Jehoiada encountered Joab and killed him, and he buried him in his house in the wilderness. 35 The king appointed Benaiah son of Jehoiada instead of him over the command, and the kingdom was ordered successfully in Jerusalem, and the king appointed Zadok the priest as high priestb in place of Abiathar. 

Solomon’s Construction Efforts

35a And the Lord gave prudence to Solomon and very great wisdom and breadth of heart like the sand that is by the sea, 35b and the prudence of Solomon increased beyond all the ancient sons and beyond all the wise men of Egypt. 35c And he took the daughter of Pharaoh, and he brought her into the city of David until he finished the house of the Lord in the beginning and the wall of Jerusalem from all around; in seven years he did it and completed it. 35d And there were seventy thousand belonging to Solomon raising loads and eighty thousand quarrying in the mountain. 35e And Solomon made the sea and the undergirding support and the great basins and the pillars and the fountain of the court and the sea made of brass. And he built the citadel as a defense above it. It cut through the city of David; 35f so the daughter of Pharaoh went up from the city of David into her house, which he built for her; then he built the citadel. 35g And Solomon offered up in the year, three burnt offerings and peace offerings on the altar that he built for the Lord, and he burned incense before the Lord. And he finished the house. 35h And these were the commanders who were appointed over the work of Solomon: three thousand and six hundred overseers over the people who were doing the work. 35i And he built Assyria, Magao, Gezer, the upper Beth-horon, and Ballath, 35k except after he built up the house of the Lord and the wall of Jerusalem around, after these things he built these cities. 

Shimei Executed

35l And while David was still alive, he commanded Solomon, saying, “Look, Shimei son of Gera son of the seed of the Benjamite from Hebron is with you. 35m This one called down a painful curse upon me on which day I was going into the encampment. 35n And he was coming down to meet with me at the Jordan, and I swore to him by the Lord, saying, ‘Cursed if he is put to death by the sword!’ 35o and now you shall not acquit him, because you are a prudent man, and you will know what you should do to him, and you will bring down his greyness of hair in blood into Hades.” 36 The king called Shimei and said to him, “Build a house for yourself in Jerusalem and stay there. Do not depart from there. 37 It will be on the day of your departure when you pass over the flowing Kidron, knowing with knowledge that you will surely die. Your blood will be on your head.” The king made him swear on that day. 38 Shimei said to the king, “The matter is good that you have spoken, my lord, O king. So your servant will do.” And Shimei remained at Jerusalem for three years. 39 It came to pass after three years that two slaves of Shimei ran away to Achish son of Maacah, king of Gath. It was reported to Shimei saying, “Look, your slaves are in Gath.” 40 Shimei rose and piled on his donkey, and he went to Gath to Achish to seek his slaves. Shimei went and brought his slaves out of Gath. 41 It was reported to Solomon saying that Shimei went out of Jerusalem to Gath and returned his slaves. 42 The king sent and called Shimei. He said to him, “Did I not make you swear by the Lord and bear witness to you saying, ‘On whatever day you go out from Jerusalem and go either to the right or to the left, you will know, knowing, that you will surely die?’ 43 Why is it that you did not guard the oath of the Lord and the command that I commanded to you?” 44 The king said to Shimei, “You see all your evil that your heart has known that you did to David my father. The Lord repaid your evil on your head. 45 King Solomon will be blessed and the throne of David will be established before the Lord for eternity.” 46 King Solomon commanded Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and he went out and killed him. 

Solomon’s Greatness

46a And King Solomon was very prudent and wise, and Judah and Israel were very many, like the sand that is by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking and rejoicing. 46b And Solomon was ruler over all the kingdoms, and they were bringing gifts and serving Solomon all the days of his life. 46c And Solomon began to opena the natural resources of the frankincense tree, 46d and he built Thermai in the desert. 46e And this was the meal for Solomon: thirty kors of the finest wheat flour and sixty kors of ground wheat flour, ten choice calves and twenty grazing bulls and a hundred sheep apart from deer and gazelles and choice grazing birds. 46f He was not ruler over all the region beyond the River, from Raphi until Gaza, over all the kings beyond the River. 46g And there was peace for him from all his parts, from all around, and Judah and Israel dwelt in confidence, each under his vine and under his fig tree, eating and drinking from Dan until Beersheba all the days of Solomon. 46h And these were the commanders under Solomon: Azariah son of Zadok the priest, Azariah son of Nathan was leader over the attendants running over his house, Zobah was the scribe, Basa son of Achithalam was the recorder, Abi son of Joab was the chief-commander, Ahira son of Edrei was over the forced labor, Benaiah son of Jehoiada was over the chief of the court and over the brickworks, and Zabud son of Nathan was the adviser. 46i And there were to Solomon forty thousand breeding mares for chariots and twelve thousand horses. 46k And he was ruler over all the kings from the River until the land of the foreigners and until the boundaries of Egypt. 

46l Solomon son of David reigned over Israel and Judah in Jerusalem. 




Solomon Asks for Wisdom

3 b2 The people were burning incense on the high places because the house had not been built to the Lord until now. 3 Solomon loved the Lord by walking in the commands of David his father. However, at the high places he sacrificed and burned offerings. 4 He arose and went to Gibeon to sacrifice there because it was a great high place. Solomon offered up a thousand burnt offerings at the altar at Gibeon. 5 The Lord appeared to Solomon in sleep at night. The Lord said to Solomon, “Ask any request for yourself.” 6 Solomon said, “You showed great mercy toward your servant David my father, as he went before you in truth and with righteousness and with uprightness of heart after you. You watched over him with this great mercy to establish his son upon his throne as it is this day. 7 Now, O Lord my God, you have given your servant in the place of David my father. I am a small child, and I do not know my going out and my going in. 8 Your servant is in the midst of your people whom you chose as a numerous people who cannot be counted. 9 May you give your servant a heart to hear and to judge your people with righteousness and to understand between good and evil; because who is able to judge this great people of yours?” 10 It pleased the face of the Lord that Solomon asked this thing. 11 The Lord said to him, “Because you asked from me this thing and you did not ask for yourself many days nor did you ask for wealth nor did you ask for the lives of your enemies; but you asked for understanding for yourself while hearing a judgment. 12 Look, I have done your word. Look, I have given you a wise and clever heart. None have been like you before you, and after you there will not rise one similar to you. 13 What you did not ask for I have given to you, both wealth and glory as no man has had like you among kings. 14 If you walk in my way to guard my commands and my ordinances as David your father walked, I will multiply your days.” 15 Solomon woke up and look, it was a dream. He arose and went to Jerusalem. He stood at the face of the altar that faced the ark of the covenant of the Lord at Zion. He offered up burnt offerings and made peace offerings. He made a great banquet for himself and for all his servants. 

Solomon’s Wisdom on Display

16 Then two women who were prostitutes appeared before the king and stood before him. 17 The one woman said, “Please,a lord, I and this woman live in a single house, and we bore children in the house. 18 It came about on the third day when I gave birth and this woman also gave birth. We were together, and no one was with us other than the two of us in the house. 19 The son of this woman died in the night as she fell asleep on him. 20 She arose in the middle of the night and took my son from my arms and rested him in her arms, and her son who had died she rested in my arms. 21 I arose early to suckle my son, but that one had died. And look, I observed him early, and look, he was not my son to whom I had given birth.” 22 The other woman said, “No, my son was alive, but your son had died.” So they spoke before the king. 23 The king said to them, “You say, ‘This is my son who lives and the son of this one has died.’ And you say, ‘No, my son lives, and your son has died.’ ” 24 And the king said, “Take a sword.” They brought the sword before the king. 25 And the king said, “Divide the infant who suckles and who lives into two. Give half of him to this woman and half of him to this other woman.” 26 The woman whose son was living answered and said to the king because her womb was troubled for her son, and she said, “Please, lord, give her the infant but do not kill him.” The other said, “Let it be neither mine nor hers. Divide the child!” 27 The king answered and said, “Give the infant to the one who said, ‘Give this one to her.’ And do not kill him.’ This one is his mother.” 28 All Israel heard this judgment that the king made, and they were fearful from the face of the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was with him to administer duty. 




Solomon’s Officials

4 King Solomon was ruling over Israel. 2 These are the leaders who were his: Azariah son of Zadok, 3 Elihoreph, and Ahijah son of Shisha were scribes. Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was the recorder. 4 Zadok and Abiathar were the priests. 5 Azariah son of Nathan was over those who were standing. Zabud son of Nathan was the friend of the king. 6 Ahishar was steward, and Eliak was the chief steward. Eliab son of Saph was over the nation. Adoniram son of Abda was over the tribute. 7 For Solomon, twelve were appointed over all Israel to supply the king and his house a month out of the year. He was to provide for one month. 8 These are their names: Ben-Hur in Mount Ephraim was one. 9 The son of Rechas in Makaz, Bethalamin, Beth-shemesh, and Elon up to Beth-hanan was one. 10 The son of Hesed, Bernemalousamencha and Resphara, 11 between Dan and Phathei, the man of Taphath (the daughter of Solomon was to him for wife), was one. 12 Baana son of Ahilud, Taanach, and Megiddo, and all the house of Dan beside Zarethan beneath Jezreel and from Beth-shean Abel-meholah up to Maebera Jokmeam, was one. 13 The son of Geber, Ramoth-gilead—this was part of Eretabam in the Bashan, sixty large, fortified, and bronze barred cities—was one. 14 Ahinadab son of Halak in Mahanaim 15 Ahimaaz in Naphtali, and this one took Basemath daughter of Solomon, was one. 16 Baanah son of Hushai in Bealoth was one. 17 b The son of Ela was in Benjamin. 18 The son of Uri in the land of Gad in the land of Sihon king of Heshbon and Og king of Bashan was the one official in the land of Judah. 19 Jehoshaphat son of Paruah was in Issachar. 20 c Those who were so appointed provided for King Solomon and everything called for to the table of the king each according to his month. They did not omit anything. 21 They brought the barley and the chaff for the horses and for the chariotry to the place where the king was, each according to its order. 22 d These were set aside for Solomon in a single day: thirty kors of the finest wheat flour, sixty kors of ground wheat flour, 23 ten choice calves, twenty grazing cows, a hundred sheep, in addition to deer, gazelles, and select and fattened poultry. 24 Because he was ruler beyond the River and there was peace to him from all parts round about, 25 e the Lord gave wisdom to Solomon, very great understanding, and an overflow of the heart as the sand along the sea. 26 Solomon increased very much above the wisdom of all ancient people and over all the wise of Egypt. 27 He was wiser than all people, wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and Darda son of Mahol. 28 Solomon spoke three thousand parables, and his songs were five thousand. 29 He spoke about the trees from the cedar that was in the Lebanon up to the hyssop that emerges from the wall. He spoke concerning the livestock, the birds, the reptiles, and the fish. 30 It came to pass that all the people heard of the wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of the earth as many as heard of his wisdom. 

Solomon and Egypt

31 f And Solomon took the daughter of Pharaoh for himself for a wife, and he brought her into the city of David until he finished the house of the Lord and his own house and the wall of Jerusalem. 32 g When Pharaoh king of Egypt went up and captured Gezer and set it and the Canaanites who were dwelling in Mergab on fire, Pharaoh gave them as gifts to his daughter the wife of Solomon, 33 and Solomon built up Gezer. 




Preparations for Building the Temple

5 hHiram king of Tyre sent his servants to anoint Solomon in place of David his father because Hiram was loving David all the days. 2 Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, 3 “You know David my father, that he was not able to build a house to the name of the Lord my God from the face of the battles round about him until he gave them under the soles of his feet. 4 Now the Lord my God has given rest to me round about. There is no treachery and there is no evil offense.i 5 Look, I say, ‘Build a house to the name of the Lord my God,’ just as the Lord God spoke to David my father saying, ‘Your son whom I will set in place of you on your throne, this one will build the house in my name.’ 6 Now command and let them cut for me wood from Lebanon. Look, my servants together with your servants, for your labor I will give you according to anything you say because you know that there is no one among us who himself cuts wood like the Sidonians.” 7 It came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon he rejoiced very much and said, “Blessed be God who today has given to David a wise son over this great people.” 8 He sent to Solomon saying, “I have heard about all that you have sent to me. I will do all of your desire, cedar, wood, and pine. 9 My slaves will lead these down from Lebanon to the sea. I will put them on rafts to the place wherever you send to me. I will dump them there. You will raise up and do my will by giving bread to my house.” 10 Hiram was giving to Solomon cedar and all his desire. 11 Solomon gave to Hiram twenty thousand kors of wheat and machira for his house and twenty thousand baths of beaten olive oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram according to a year. 12 The Lord gave wisdom to Solomon, just as he said to him. There was peace between Hiram and Solomon. They made a treaty between themselves. 

13 The king raised tribute from all Israel. There was a levy of thirty thousand men. 14 He sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand in a month. They were changed a month in Lebanon and two months at their home. Adoniram was over the levy. 15 There were to Solomon seventy thousand who took up the levy and eighty thousand quarrying at the mountain. 16 Apart from the rulers who were appointed over the works of Solomon, three thousand six hundred were overseeing the ones who did the work. 17 They prepared the stones and the wood for three years. 




Solomon Builds the Temple

6 It happened in the four hundred and fortieth year of the exodus of the sons of Israel from Egypt, in the fourth year at the second month of the rule of King Solomon over Israel, 2 b they lifted large valuable stones onto the foundation of the house, rough stones 3 The sons of Solomon and the sons of Hiram cut and placed them. 4 c In the fourth year he laid the foundation of the house of the Lord in the month of Ziv and in the second month. 5 In the eleventh year in the month of Baal (this is the eighth month) the house was completed according to his every word and according to all its plan. 6 d The house that the king built to the Lord, its length was forty and its width was twenty cubits, and its height was twenty-five cubits. 7 And the porch at the face of the shrine, its length was twenty cubits along the width of the house according to the face of the house. 8 e He built the house and completed it. 9 f He secretly made inclining windows in the house. 10 He set upon the same wall of the house a structure all around the shrine and the inner sanctuary. 11 The lower side its width in cubits was five cubits, around the middle was six, and the third part, in cubits its width was seven; for he gave space to the house all around outside the house, so that they could not hold on to the sides of the house. 12 As for the house, when it was built, it was built with unworked quarried stones. Hammer, ax, and all steel objects were not heard at the house when it was built. 13 The entrance to the lower side was under the right side of the house. It had a winding staircase to the middle floor and from the middle to the third floor. 14 He built the house and completed it. He made the ceiling of the house out of cedar. 15 He built the bonds through the whole of the house; five cubits was its height. He attached the joints with cedar wood. 16 a He built the walls of the house with cedar wood from the floors of the house to the beams and to the walls. He paneled the ceiling, confining it with timber inside. He covered the inside of the house with pine sides. 17 He built twenty cubits from the edge of the wall on the one side from the floor up to the beams, and he made this from the inner sanctuary to the holy of holies. 18 Forty cubits long was the main hall facing the inner sanctuary in the middle of the house inside. There he put the ark of the covenant of the Lord. 19 Twenty cubits in length, twenty cubits in width, and twenty cubits was its height. 20 He covered it with gold plate, and he made an altar according to the face of the inner sanctuary and he covered it with gold. 21 He covered the whole house with gold until the completion of all the house. 22 In the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim measuring ten cubits in height 23 and five cubits its wing, and the second in cubits ten from the end of its wing. 24 So was the second cherub, one completion in one measurement; one measurement for both; 25 and the height of the cherubim was in cubits, and so was the second cherubim. 26 Both of the cherubim in the middle of the house’s innermost part spread out their wings and attached one wing to the wall. The wing of the second cherub attached to the wall. Its wings in the middle of the house touched wing to wing. 27 He covered the cherubim with gold. 28 On all the walls of the house all around, he engraved carvings with a stylus, cherubim and date palms inside and outside. 29 The floor of the house he covered with gold inside and outside. 30 On the room with doors of the inner sanctuary, he made doors of juniper wood, 31 a fourfold portico. 32 On both of the pine wood doors two leaves and on one door and their sockets and two leaves on the second door that were turning, 33 being carved with cherubim, date palms, and open leaves and covered with gold that was going down onto the work. 34 He built the inner court with three selected rows and a row of prepared cedar all around. He constructed a curtain for the court of the porch of the house according to the face of the main hall. 




The Temple Furnishings

7 bKing Solomon sent and took Hiram from Tyre. 2 He was the son of a widow woman from the tribe of Naphtali. His father was a citizen of Tyre and a bronze smith. He was filled with the skill, understanding, and knowledge of how to do all work in bronze. And he was brought to King Solomon and did all kinds of work. 3 He cast the porch of the house: eighteen cubits was the height of the pillar. The circumference was fourteen cubits around. The thickness of the pillar was four fingers across the hollow. The second pillar was the same. 4 He made two capitals to put on the tops of the pillars formed of cast bronze. Five cubits was the height of the one capital. 5 He made two lattice works to cover the capital of the pillars; a lattice work for the one capital and a lattice work for the second capital. 6 The work was suspended with two rows of bronze pomegranates. The lattice work was suspended row on row. In the same way he made the second capital. 7 c He set the pillars of the Elam of the main hall. He set the one pillar and called its name Jachin. He set the second pillar and called its name Boaz. 8 d And upon the heads of the pillars was the work of a lily according to the Elam, four cubits. 9 And the ceiling was on both sides of the pillars and above the sides; the capital was a ceiling in cubits. 10 a He made the sea ten cubits from its wall to its rim. It was circular in shape, its height five cubits, taking thirty-three cubits to go around. 11 Supports under its rim encircled all around it, ten cubits all around, 12 b its rim as the work of a rim of a cup like a lily shoot. Its thickness was a palm’s breadth. 13 c Twelve bulls were below the sea; three looking to the north, three looking to the sea, three looking to the south, and three looking to the east. All the rear parts faced toward the house, and the sea was on top of them. 14 d He made ten bronze stands. Five cubits was the height of one of the stands, four cubits was its width, and six cubits was its height. 15 This was the work of the bases connected to them and connected to the middle of the uprights. 16 On their borders at the middle uprights were lions, bulls, and cherubim. And they were on the uprights as well. Above and beneath the lions and the bulls were places of beveled work. 17 To each stand there were four bronze wheels, bronze holders, and their four legs had shoulders under the basin. 18 The hands in the wheels were in stands, and the height of one wheel was a cubit and a half. 19 The work of the wheels was the work of chariot wheels. Their hands, their backs, and their work were all formed of cast metal. 20 As for the four shoulders on the four corners in each of the stands, its shoulders were from the stands. 21 At the top of the stands, half of a cubit in height, there was a round band at the top of the stand, the beginning of its handles and its rims and it opened at four ends its handles. 22 Its rims were set with cherubim, lions, and date palms. He had each stand carved on face, inside, and all around. 23 In this way he made all the ten stands, all of them to a single class and to a single rule. 24 He made ten bronze basins, the measurement for each basin holding forty bath measures, each basin for each stand of the ten stands. 25 He placed five stands on the shoulder of the northe of the house. The sea was on the shoulder of the southf of the house, to the south east away from the sides. 26 Hiram made the kettles, the tongs, and the bowls. Hiram completed all the work that he did for King Solomon in the house of the Lord. 27 He made two pillars, two capitals for the pillars on the tops of the pillars, and two lattices to cover both carved capitals that were on the pillars. 28 There were four hundred pomegranates for each of the lattices, with two rows of pomegranates for each lattice to cover each being the capitals of the stands on both of the pillars. 29 There were ten stands and ten basins on the stands. 30 There was one sea and twelve bulls under the sea. 31 There were the kettles, the tongs, the shallow bowls, and every vessel that Hiram made for King Solomon for the house of the Lord. There were forty-eight pillars of the house of the king and of the house of the Lord. All the works the king Hiram did were of pure bronze. 32 All these works of bronze that he made were not weighed; they were of a very great number; there was no limit to the weight of the bronze. 33 In the region of the Jordan he cast them in the clay of the earth, between Succoth and Zarethan. 34 King Solomon took the vessels that he made for the house, the golden altar, the golden table on which were the bread of the offering, 35 the lampstand (five on the left and five on the right at the face of the inner sanctuary) completed with gold, the lamp bowls, the lamps, the golden funnel, 36 and the doorways with the nails, the shallow bowls, the cups, the enclosed gold censers, the panels of the doors of the house of the inner holy of holies, and the golden doors of the temple. 37 So the work for the house of the Lord that Solomon did was completed. And Solomon brought in the sacred vessels of David his father and all the sacred vessels of Solomon. The silver and the gold he placed in the treasure of the house of the Lord. 

Solomon’s Palace

38 a Solomon built his house in thirteen years. 39 He built the house of the forest of Lebanon; one hundred cubits was its length, fifty cubits was its width, and there were three rows of cedar pillars and cedar supports for the pillars. 40 He roofed the house from above, over the sides of the pillars. The number of the pillars was forty-five for each row. 41 The structures were three, and they were threefold place upon place. 42 All the doorways and the squared places had been connected from the doorway to the door in sets of three. 43 The porch of the pillars was fifty long and fifty in width. They were joined to the porch on their face. Thick pillars were on its face at the porch. 44 And the porch of the throne where he would judge there, porch of the judgment seat; 45 and their house, he will sit there in the house, was one court around these according to this work; and the house for the daughter of Pharaoh whom Solomon took, matched this porch. 46 All these were carved from precious stones, from the space within and from the foundation up to the projecting part of the roof and outside into the great court. 47 The foundation was laid with costly and large stones, stones ten cubits long and stones eight cubits long, 48 and on top costly stones and cedars were selected according to measure. 49 There were three courses encircling the great court. Each course was of chosen joined cedar. 50 Solomon completed his whole house. 




The Ark Enters the Temple

8 It happened as Solomon finished building the house of the Lord and his own house after twenty years, then King Solomon convened all the elders of Israel in Zion to bear the ark of the covenant of the Lord from the city of David (that is Zion) 2 in the month of Ethanim. 3 The priests took up the ark 4 and the tent of the testimony and the holy vessels that are in the tent of the testimony. 5 The king and all Israel were in front of the ark, slaughtering sheep, bulls, without number. 6 The priests brought the ark into its place, into the inner sanctuary of the house, to the holy of holies beneath the wings of the cherubim, 7 because the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim covered over the ark and over its holy things above. 8 The dedicated things reached out and the heads of the dedicated things peered out from the holy things to the face of the inner sanctuary, but they did not appear outside. 9 Nothing was in the ark except two stone tablets, tablets of the covenant that Moses put at Horeb and that the Lord arranged with the sons of Israel when they came out from the land of Egypt. 10 It happened when the priests withdrew from the holy place that the cloud filled the house. 11 The priests were not able to stand to minister from the face of the cloud, because the glory of the Lord filled the house.b 

Solomon’s Speech

14 The king turned his face back, and the king blessed all Israel. All the assembly of Israel stood. 15 He said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who today spoke with his mouth concerning David my father and with his hand has fulfilled it, saying, 16 ‘From the day when I led my people Israel out from Egypt, I have not chosen a city in any tribe of Israel to build a house for my name to be there. I chose my name to remain there in Jerusalem, and I chose David to be over my people Israel.’ 17 It came upon the heart of my father to build a house to the name of the Lord God of Israel. 18 But the Lord said to David my father, ‘Because it came upon your heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it was upon your heart. 19 You will not build the house, but your son who comes from your sides, this one will build the house for my name.’ 20 The Lord confirmed his word that he spoke. I arose in place of David my father, and I sat on the throne of Israel, just as he spoke. I built the house for the name of the Lord God of Israel. 21 I put there a place for the ark in which there is the covenant of the Lord that the Lord made with our fathers when he led them out of the land of Egypt.” 

Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication

22 Solomon stood up at the face of the altar of the Lord before all the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands to heaven, 23 and he said, “Lord God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above and on the earth below keeping covenant and mercy to your servant who walks before you with his whole heart, 24 which you have kept for your servant David, my father; for you spoke with your mouth. With your hand you fulfilled as this day. 25 Now, Lord God of Israel, keep with your servant David my father the promises that you spoke with him saying, ‘There shall not be removed from you a man from the face of me who will sit on the throne of Israel except if your children watch to walk in their ways before me, just as you walked before me.’ 26 And now, Lord God of Israel, let indeed your word to David my father be made trustworthy: 27 that if God will truly live with humans on earth, if the sky and the sky of skies will not be sufficient for you, surely also this house that I built for your name. 28 Look upon my prayer, O Lord God of Israel. Hear the joy that your servant prays before you and to you today. 29 May your eyes be open to this house day and night to the place concerning which you said, ‘My name will be there to hear the prayer that your servant prays to this place day and night.’ 30 May you listen to the prayer of your servant and of your people Israel whenever they pray to this place. May you listen in the place of your dwelling in heaven and may you act and be gracious. 31 Whenever anyone sins against his neighbor and then takes an oath on himself, so that he swears it and he comes and confesses at the face of your altar at this house, 32 then may you listen from heaven, act, and judge your people Israel to those found wicked to appoint on his way to his head, and to declare righteous the righteous one by giving to him according to his righteousness. 33 When your people Israel are defeated before enemies because they have sinned against you and they turn and confess your name and pray and are bound at this house, 34 then may you listen from heaven and be merciful toward the sins of your servant Israel and may you return them to the land that you gave to their fathers. 35 When the heavens are restrained and there is no rain because they are sinning against you, and they pray to this place and they confess your name and they turn away from their sins when you have humbled them, 36 then may you listen from heaven and be merciful for the sins of your servant and of your people Israel so that you may show them the good way to walk in it, and may you give rain on the land that you gave to your servant for an inheritance. 37 If famine comes—if death comes because there is burning, locust, or blight, if it comes or if his enemy afflicts him in one of his cities, any adversity or any affliction—38 when any prayer or any entreaty comes by any person so each one is aware of the infection of his heart and if he should spread out his hands to this house, 39 then may you hear from the sky from your prepared abode and may you be merciful, and you will act and give to a man according to his ways just as you know his heart, because you alone know the hearts of all the sons of humans, 40 so that they will be afraid of you all the days as much as they live on the land that you gave to our fathers. 41 For the foreigner who is not from this your people, 42 and they will come and pray to this place, 43 then may you hear from heaven from your prepared abode and may you do according to everything for which the foreigner invokes you, that all the peoples may know of your name and may fear you, just as your people Israel, and may know that your name is invoked over this house that I have built. 44 For when your people go out to battle against its enemies on any road that you turn them, and they pray in the name of the Lord on the way to the city that you have chosen, and concerning the house that I have built for your name, 45 then you will hear from heaven their entreaty and their prayer and do duty for them. 46 For when they sin against you (because there is no human who does not sin), and you bring them and you hand them over to enemies, and the ones who take captives take a land captive whether far away or near, 47 but their heart turns in the land where they are carried there, and they turn in the land of their exile and entreat you saying, ‘We have sinned. We have done wrong. We have acted lawlessly’; 48 and if they turn toward you with their whole heart and with their whole soul in the land of their enemies where you deported them, and they pray toward you, the way of their land that you gave to their fathers, to the city that you have chosen and the house that I have built for your name, 49 then may you listen from heaven from your prepared abode 50 and be merciful toward their sins that they have sinned against you and according to all their transgressions that they have broken faith with you, and you shall give them mercy before those who have taken them captive, and they will have pity for them, 51 because they are your people and your inheritance whom you led out from the land of Egypt from the midst of the iron smelting furnace. 52 Let your eyes and your ears be open to the entreaty of your servant and to the entreaty of your people Israel, to listen to them in every case whenever they invoke you; 53 for you separated to yourself for an inheritance from all the people of the earth, just as you spoke by the hand of your servant Moses when you brought our fathers out from the land of Egypt, O Lord, O Lord.” 53 a Then Solomon spoke over the house when he finished building it, “The Lord made known the sun in the sky, he said while dwelling out of darkness, ‘Build my house as a preeminent house for yourself to dwell in newness.’ Look, is this not written in the document of Psalms?” 

54 And it happened as Solomon completed praying all this prayer and entreaty to the Lord, he rose from the face of the altar of the Lord, having knelt on his knees and having spread out his hands to heaven. 55 And he stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, saying, 56 “Blessed be the Lord today who gave rest to his people Israel according to all that he spoke. Not one word has disagreed with all his good words that he spoke by the hand of his servant Moses. 57 May the Lord our God be with us, just as he was with our fathers. May he not leave us nor turn back from us. 58 May he incline our hearts upon him in order to walk in all his ways and to guard all his commands and his ordinances that he commanded our fathers. 59 Let these words come about as I have bound before the Lord our God, bringing near to the Lord our God day and night so that he may make the duty of your servant Israel a word day by day of the year 60 in such a manner as all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord God, he is God, and there is no other. 61 But let our hearts be perfect toward the Lord our God and let us walk with devotion by his decrees and guard his commands in this manner on this day. 

The Dedication of the Temple

62 The king and all the sons of Israel sacrificed a sacrifice before the Lord. 63 King Solomon sacrificed peace sacrifices that he sacrificed to the Lord, twenty-two thousand bulls, and the king and all the sons of Israel consecrated the house of the Lord. 64 On that day the king dedicated the middle of the courtyard toward the face of the house of the Lord, for he made there the burnt offering, the sacrifices, and the fat of the peace offerings because the bronze altar before the Lord was small so that it was not able to hold the burnt offering, the sacrifices, and the peace offerings. 65 So Solomon made the festival on that day and all Israel with him. It was a great assembly from the entrance of Hamath until the river of Egypt before the Lord our God at the house that he built, eating and drinking and rejoicing before the Lord our God for seven days. 66 On the eighth day he sent away the people. They blessed him and departed each to his tent with rejoicing and a glad heart for the good things that the Lord had done for David his servant and Israel his people. 




The Lord Appears to Solomon

9 It came to pass when Solomon finished building the house of the Lord and the house of the king and all the work, as much as Solomon wanted to do, 2 the Lord appeared to Solomon a second time just as he appeared at Gibeon. 3 The Lord said to him, “I have heard the voice of your prayer and your entreaty that you bound before me. I have done for you according to all your prayer. I have dedicated this house that you built to set my name there for eternity. My eyes are there for eternity and my heart all the days. 4 As for you, if you walk before me just as David your father walked in holiness of heart and in uprightness; and if you are careful to do according to all that I commanded him, both my ordinances and my commands, 5 I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel for eternity, just as I spoke to David your father saying, ‘There shall not be taken away for you someone who is a leader in Israel.’ 6 However, if by turning you and your children turn back from me and you do not keep my commands and my ordinances that Moses gave before you and you walk and serve other gods and worship them, 7 I will cut off Israel from the land that I gave to them, and I will throw away from my face this house that I dedicated to my name. Israel will become a destruction and prattle for all the peoples. 8 And this house will be the high one, all who pass through it will be amazed and whistle and say, ‘For what reason has the Lord acted this way for this land and this house?’ 9 They will say, ‘Because they have forsaken the Lord their God who led their fathers out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and they have devoted themselves to other gods, and they have bowed before them and served them. Because of this he brought this evil upon them.’ ” 

Then Solomon led the daughter of Pharaoh out of the city of David into his house that he built for himself in those days. 

Solomon and Hiram

10 For twenty years during which Solomon built these two houses, the house of the Lord and the house of the king, 11 Hiram king of Tyre helped Solomon with cedar wood, with pine wood, with gold, and with all his desire. Then the king gave Hiram twenty towns in the land of Galilee. 12 But Hiram went out from Tyre and went on into the Galilee to see the towns that Solomon gave to him; and it did not please him. 13 He said, “What are these towns that you have given me, O brother?” He called them “Border” until this day. 14 Hiram transported to Solomon a hundred and twenty talents of gold. 

26 King Solomon made ships concerning which, at Ezion-geber, which is close to Elath at the coast of the edge of the sea at the land of Edom, 27 Hiram sent his servants, naval men who knew how to row the sea, in ships with the servants of Solomon. 28 They went to Ophir and took from there one hundred and twenty talents of gold. They transported it to King Solomon. 




The Queen of Sheba

10 And the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and the name of the Lord, and she came to test him with riddles. 2 She came into Jerusalem with a very great show of force and camels bearing spices and very much gold and precious stones. She came in to Solomon and spoke with him all things, as much as was in her heart. 3 Solomon explained to her all her words. There was no word that was overlooked from the king that he did not explain to her. 4 The queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he built, 5 the food of Solomon, the sitting of his servants and the standing of his ministers, his clothing, his cupbearers, and his burnt offerings that he offered up at the house of the Lord; she was beside herself. 6 She said to King Solomon, “The matter that I heard in my land is true 7 about your word and about your wisdom; and I did not believe those who told me until I came and my eyes saw, and look, not half of it is just as they reported to me. You have exceeded good things toward these above every report that I heard in my land. 8 How happy are your women! How happy are your servants, those who stand before you continually hearing all your wisdom. 9 Blessed be the Lord your God, who delighted in you to place you on the throne of Israel, because the Lord loved Israel to establish it for eternity and he has set you as king over them in order to make judgment with righteousness and with their judgments.” 10 And she gave Solomon one hundred and twenty talents of gold and very many spices and a precious stone. Nothing again came close to those spices in the abundance that the queen of Sheba gave King Solomon. 11 The navy of Hiram was bringing gold from Ophir and carried very much hewn wood and precious stones. 12 And the king made the hewn wood into supports for house of the Lord and for the house of the king, and harps and lyres for the singers. Nothing came close to so much hewn wood in the land, nor has it appeared to this day. 13 King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all that she wanted as much as she requested besides all that he had given to her through the hand of king Solomon. She returned and went to her land, she and all her servants. 

Solomon’s Wealth

14 The weight of the gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold, 15 apart from the tribute of the subjects of the merchants and of all the kings of the other side of the Jordan river and of the rulers of the land. 16 Solomon made three hundred spears of beaten gold; three hundred measures of gold were on one spear. 17 And three hundred shields of beaten gold and three minasa of gold were put into each shield. He put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon. 18 The king made a large ivory throne. He set it in high quality gold. 19 There were six steps to the throne. The upper parts were of calvesb for the throne from its back on each side, on the place of the seat. Two lions were standing beside the hands. 20 Twelve lions stood on six steps, on each side.c There was nothing like this in any kingdom. 21 All the vessels made by Solomon were gold, and the basins were gold. All the vessels of the forest of the house of Lebanon were overlaid with gold. Nothing was silver because it was not reckoned in the days of Solomon. 22 For a ship of Tarshish belonged to the king in the sea along with the ships of Hiram. Once every three years a ship came to the king from Tarshish with gold, silver, and stone that was worked in relief and hewn. 23 d This was the work of the plunder that King Solomon brought up to build the house of the Lord and the house of the king and the wall of Jerusalem and the citadel to fence around the fence of the city of David, and Assyria, Megiddo, Gezer, the upper Beth-horon, Iethermath, all the cities of the chariots, and all the cities of the horsemen; 24 e and it was the work of Solomon, which he engaged himself to build in Jerusalem and in all the land he did not rule. All the people who were shown forth by the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hivites, the Jebusites, and the Gergashites who were not from the sons of Israel, their children who are left remaining with them in the land, those whom the sons of Israel were not able to utterly destroy, Solomon led them up for tribute until this day. 25 f And Solomon did not deliver this matter from the sons of Israel, because they were the warrior men and his servants and the rulers of his chariots and his horsemen. 26 g Solomon became greater than all the kings in wealth and wisdom. 27 All the kings of the earth sought the face of Solomon to hear his wisdom that the Lord gave to his heart. 28 They each brought their gifts, gold vessels, clothing, oil of myrrh, spices, horses, and mules, the annual amount for a year. 29 There were to Solomon four thousand female horses in chariots and twelve thousand horseman. He put them in cities of chariots and with the king himself in Jerusalem. 30 a He was at the head of all the kings from the river unto the land of the foreigners and the boundary of Egypt. 31 b The king made gold and silver in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar as mulberry-trees, which are in the plain in great number. 32 And the export of Solomon’s horsemen, both out of Egypt and out of Kue, was merchants of the king, and he received them from Kue in exchange. 33 The export went up from Egypt with a chariot in exchange for a hundred pieces of silver and a horse in exchange for fifty pieces of silver. Accordingly, they exported to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Aram down to the sea. 




Solomon’s Wives and Concubines

11 cKing Solomon was a lover of women. He had seven hundred queens and three hundred concubines. He took foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Syrian and Edomite,d Hittite, and Amorite women. 2 They were from the nations about which the Lord had said to the sons of Israel, “Do not enter into them, and they shall not enter into you. They must not turn your hearts after their idols.”e Solomon was joined to them to love them. 3 f In time Solomon became old, and his heart was not perfect after the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father. 4 The foreign women turned his heart after their gods. 5 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the idol of Moab, and for their king the idol of the sons of Ammon, 6 and for Astoreth the abomination of the Sidonians. 7 So he did for all his foreign wives, burning incense and sacrificing to their idols. 8 Solomon did evil before the Lord. He did not walk after the Lord as David his father. 

9 The Lord became angry at Solomon because he turned his heart from the Lord God of Israel, although he had appeared to him twice. 10 And having commanded him concerning this word, to absolutely not go after other gods and to be careful to do what the Lord God commanded him, neither was his heart perfect with the Lord according to the heart of David his father. 11 The Lord said to Solomon, “Because of what has happened in these matters with you, and you have not kept my commands and my ordinances that I commanded you, then tearing away I will tear away your kingdom from your hand, and I will give it to your servant. 12 Nevertheless, during your days I will not do these things on account of David your father. From the hand of your son I will remove it. 13 Even so I will not remove the whole kingdom. I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city that I chose.” 

Solomon’s Adversaries

14 g The Lord raised up an adversary to Solomon, Hadad the Edomite and Rezon son of Eliada who was in Raemmaaer, Hadadezer king of Zobah his lord. Men were gathered to him, and he was ruler of a band. He seized Damascus, and they were an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon. Hadad the Edomite was of the seed of the kingdom in Edom.h 15 It happened when David destroyed Edom, when Joab chief of the army had gone to bury the corpses, they struck down every male in Edom. 16 For six months Joab and all Israel stayed there in Edom until he destroyed every male in Edom. 17 And Hadad fled, he and all the Edomites, the servants of his father went with him. They came to Egypt. Hadad was a small child. 18 And men from the town of Midian rose up, also the rulers in Paran. They took men with them and went to Pharaoh king of Egypt. Hadad entered to Pharaoh, and he gave him a house and bread. He made arrangements for him. 19 Hadad found exceeding favor before Pharaoh. He gave him as a wife, a sister of his wife, the older sister of Tahpenes. 20 The sister of Tahpenes bore to him, to Hadad, Genubath her son. Tahpenes reared him in the midst of the sons of Pharaoh. Genubath was in the middle of the sons of Pharaoh. 21 In Egypt Hadad heard that David slept with his fathers and that Joab the ruler of the army had died. Hadad said to Pharaoh, “Send me away, and I will return to my land.” 22 Pharaoh said to Hadad, “What have you lacked with me, and, look, you seek to depart to your land?” Hadad said to him, “When sending, you shall send me,” and Hadad returned to his land. This is the wickedness that Hadad did; he weighed Israel down, and he reigned in the land of Edom.a 

Jeroboam’s Rebellion

26 Jeroboam son of Nebat an Ephrathite from Zeredah was the son of a widow woman, the slave of Solomon. 27 This is the record as he raised his hands at King Solomon. He built the top. He completed the fence of the city of David his father. 28 The man Jeroboam was mighty in strength. Solomon saw the boy, that he was a man of deeds, and he appointed him over the levies of the house of Joseph. 29 It came to pass at that time Jeroboam went out from Jerusalem, Ahijah the Shilonite prophet found him on the road and he turned him aside from the road. Ahijah was clothed with new garments. Both of them were on the plain. 30 Ahijah seized his new garments that were on him and ripped it in twelve pieces. 31 He said to Jeroboam, “Take for yourself ten pieces because this is what the Lord the God of Israel says, ‘Look, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and I will give you ten tribes. 32 And two tribes will belong to him on account of David my servant and on account of Jerusalem, the city that I chose it, out of all the tribes of Israel; 33 because he forsook me and acted for Astoreth, the Sidonians’ abomination, and for Chemosh, and in the images of Moab, and for their king, an object of the sons of Ammon, and he did not go on in my ways to do the right thing before me like David his father. 34 I will not take all the kingdom out of his hand (since opposing I will oppose him all the days of his life) because of David my servant that I chose him. 35 I will remove the kingdom from the hand of his son, and I will give to you the ten tribes. 36 But to his son I will give two tribes so that there may be a setting for my servant David all the days before me in Jerusalem, the city that I chose for myself to put my name there. 37 I will take you, and you will rule whatever your soul desires. You will be king over Israel. 38 It will be that if you watch everything, whatever I command you, and you walk in my ways and you do the right thing before me by keeping my commands and my ordinances just as David my servant did, then I will be with you. I will build for you a faithful house just as I built for David.’ ” 40 Solomon sought to kill Jeroboam, but he arose and departed and ran to Egypt to Shishak king of Egypt. And he was in Egypt until Solomon died. 41 The rest of the events of Solomon and everything that he did and all his wisdom, look, are these not written in the document of the things of Solomon? 42 The days that Solomon ruled in Jerusalem were forty years. 43 b Solomon slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David his father. It happened that, when Jeroboam son of Nebat heard, he was still in Egypt as he had fled from the face of Solomon and straightaway lived in Egypt. And he came to his city in the land of Zeredah in Mount Ephraim. King Solomon slept with his fathers, and Rehoboam his son ruled in place of him. 




Rehoboam’s Lack of Wisdom

12 King Rehoboam went to Shechem because all Israel were going to Shechem to appoint him king. 3 The people spoke to King Rehoboam saying, 4 “Your father made our yoke heavy, but you now lighten from the servitude of the severity of your father and from his yoke of difficulty that he placed on us. Then we will serve you.” 5 He said to them, “Depart for three days and return to me.” So, they departed. 6 The king commanded the elders, who had stood before Solomon his father while he was still alive saying, “How do you plan and I should answer this people with a word?” 7 And they spoke to him, saying, “If on this day you will be a servant to this people, if you will serve them, and speak to them good words, then they will be your servants all the days.” 8 But he deserted the counsel of the elders who advised him, and he consulted with the youths who grew up with him who were standing before his face. 9 He said to them, “What do you counsel? How should I answer this people who are speaking to me, saying, “Lighten from the yoke that your father gave to us?” 10 The youths who had been brought up with him who stood before his face said to him, saying, “This you will speak to this people who said to you saying, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy. You now lighten from us.’ You shall speak this to them, ‘My smallness is thicker than my father’s loins. 11 Now my father placed on you a heavy yoke. I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips. But I will discipline you with scorpions.’ ” 12 All Israel came to King Rehoboam on the third day just as the king had said to them, saying, “Return to me on the third day.” 13 The king answered the people severely. Rehoboam forsook the plan of the elders who had planned for him. 14 He spoke to them according to the plan of the youths, saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.” 15 The king did not listen to the people because his change was from the Lord. So he established his word that he had spoken by the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite concerning Jeroboam son of Nebat. 16 All Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, and the people answered the king, saying, “What part is ours with David? There is no inheritance for us with the son of Jesse. Depart, Israel, to your tents. Now tend your house, O David!” So Israel departed to its tents. 18 The king sent Adoram who was over the tribute, but they stoned him with stones, and he died. But King Rehoboam went first to mount to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel has revolted against the house of David until this day. 20 It came to pass when all Israel heard that Rehoboam had returned, he sent and called him to the assembly, and they appointed him king over Israel. No one was behind David other than the tribe of Judah and that of Benjamin alone. 

21 Rehoboam entered into Jerusalem and assembled the congregation of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, a hundred and twenty thousand youths who make battle to fight against the house of Israel to return the kingdom to Rehoboam son of Solomon. 22 The word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 23 “Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon king of Judah and to all the house of Judah and Benjamin and to those who remain of the people, saying, 24 ‘Thus says the Lord, “Do not go up nor fight against your brothers, the sons of Israel. Turn away each to his own house because this word has come from me.” ’ ” So they heard the word of the Lord and they stopped going to war according to the word of the Lord. 

Rehoboam and Jeroboam

24a And King Solomon slept with his fathers, and he was buried with his fathers in the city of David. And Rehoboam his son reigned in place of him in Jerusalem, being sixteen years old when he began to reign, and twelve years he reigned in Jerusalem, and the name of his mother was Naanan the daughter of Hanan the son of Nahash king ofAmmon. And he did what was evil before the Lord, and he did not go in the way of David his father. 

24b And there was a man from the mountain of Ephraim, a servant of Solomon, and his name was Jeroboam, and the name of his mother was Sarisa, a prostitute. And Solomon made him into commander of staff over the forced labor of the house to Joseph, and he built for Solomon Sarira,a which is in the mountain of Ephraim, and there were to him three hundred horse-drawn chariots. This one built the citadel with the forced labor of the house of Ephraim, this one closed off the city of David, and he was exalted over the kingdom. 24c And Solomon was trying to put him to death, and he was afraid, and he fled to Shishak king of Egypt, and he was with him until Solomon died. 24d And Jeroboam heard in Egypt that Solomon was dead. And he spoke into the ears of Shishak king of Egypt, saying, “Send me away, and I will depart to my land.” And Shishak said to him, “Ask any request, and I will give it to you.” 24e And Shishak gave Jeroboam Ano, the elder sister of Tahpenes his own wife, to him for a wife. This one is great in the midst of the daughters of the king. And she bore for Jeroboam Abijah his son. 24f And Jeroboam said to Shishak, “Send me out truly, and I will depart.” And Jeroboam came out from Egypt, and he came to the land of Sarira, which was in the mountain of Ephraim, and all the staffs of Ephraim were gathered together there, and Jeroboam built bulwarks there. 

24g And his child became sick with a very strong sickness, and Jeroboam went to inquire concerning the child, and he said to Ano his wife, “Arise, go inquire of God concerning the child if he will live from his sickness.” 24h And there was a man in Shiloh, and the name to him was Ahijah, and this one was sixty years old, and the word of the Lord was with him. And Jeroboam said to his wife, “Arise, and take into your hand for the man of God bread and cake for his children and grapes and a pot of honey.” 24i And the woman arose and took into her hand bread and two cakes and grapes and a pot of honey to Ahijah. And the man was old, and his eyes became dim-sighted for seeing. 24k And she arose from Sarira and she went, and it happened as she was coming into the city to Ahijah the Selonite, Ahijah said to his servant, “Go out indeed for a meeting with Ano the wife of Jeroboam, and you shall say to her, ‘Enter and do not stand in position because the Lord says this, “I send harsh things upon you.” ’ ” 24l And Ano entered to the man of God with cakes and a pot of honey. The Lord says this, “Look, you will depart from me, and it will be when you entered the gate into Sarira and your maidservants will come out to you for a meeting, and they will say to you, ‘The child is dead.’ 24m Because thus says the Lord: ‘Look, I will utterly destroy from Jeroboam he who urinates toward a wall, and those having died in the city who belong to Jeroboam, the dogs will devour them, and the birds of the sky will devour the one who died in the field. And he will strike the child.’ Alas, Lord, for a good word was found in him concerning the Lord.” 24n And the woman went out when she heard, and it happened when she entered into Sarira, the child died, and the cry went out to meet her. And Jeroboam went to Shechem, which was in the mountain of Ephraim, and he gathered together there the tribes of Israel, and Rehoboam son of Solomon went up from there. 

24o And the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the Elamite, saying, “Take for yourself a new garment that has not entered into water and tear it into twelve pieces, and you will give them to Jeroboam, and you shall say to him, ‘The Lord says this, “Take for yourself twelve pieces to throw round you.” ’ ” And Jeroboam took them, and Shemaiah said, “The Lord says this concerning the ten tribes of Israel.” 

24p And the people said to Rehoboam son of Solomon, “Your father made heavy his yoke upon us, and he made heavy the food of his table. And now you will make it easier on us, we will serve you.” And Rehoboam said to the people, “There are still three days and I will reply a word to you.” 24q And Rehoboam said, “Bring me the elders and I will take counsel with them, what word I answer the people on the third day.” And Rehoboam spoke into their ears just as the people sent to him, and the elders of the people said, “Thus the people spoke to you.” 24r And Rehoboam rejected their plan, and it was not pleasing before him, and he sent and brought in his comrades, and he spoke the same things to them, “And these things the people sent to me, saying.” And his comrades said, “Thus you will speak to the people, saying, ‘My smallness is thicker than the loins of my father; my father whipped you with whips, but I would rule you with scorpions.’ ” 24s And the word was pleasing before Rehoboam, and he replied to the people just as his comrades the young men advised him. 24t And all the people spoke as one man each to his neighbor, and all were crying out, saying, “A portion is not for us in David, nor an inheritance in the son of Jesse. To your tents, Israel, because this man will not be a ruler nor a leader.” 24u And all the people scattered from Shechem and went out each into his tent. And Rehoboam strengthened himself and went out and went up upon his chariot, and he entered into Jerusalem, and the whole tribe of Judah and the whole tribe of Benjamin went after him. 

24x And it happened when the year began, Rehoboam gathered together every man of Judah and of Benjamin, and he went up to fight against Jeroboam in Shechem. 24y And the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the man of God, “Say to Rehoboam king of Judah and to all the house of Judah and of Benjamin and to the remnant of the people, saying, ‘The Lord says this, “You shall not go up nor fight against your brothers the sons of Israel. Turn aside each of you to his house because this word came from me.” ’ ” 24z And they heard the word of the Lord, and they ceased from going according to the word of the Lord. 

Jeroboam’s Idolatry

25 Jeroboam built Shechem in the mountain of Ephraim, and he settled in it. He went out from there and built Penuel. 26 Jeroboam said in his heart, “Look, now the kingdom will return with the house of David. 27 If this people go up to offer up a sacrifice at the house of the Lord in Jerusalem, the heart of the people will turn to the Lord and to their master Rehoboam king of Judah. Then they will kill me.” 28 The king planned, and went and made two golden heifers, and said to the people, “It should be sufficient for you to go up to Jerusalem. Look, your gods, Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.” 29 He set up one in Bethel, and the other one he put in Dan. 30 And this matter became a sin; and the people went as far as Dan before the face of the one. 31 He made houses on high places and set up priests, part of whom were from the people who were not from the sons of Levi. 32 Jeroboam made a feast on the eighth month at the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast in the land of Judah. He went up on the altar that he had made at Bethel in order to slaughter the heifers that he had obtained. He set up at Bethel the priests of the high places that he had made. 33 He went up on the altar that he made on the fifteenth day in the eighth month at the feast that he had formed from his heart. He made a feast for the sons of Israel. He went up on the altar to sacrifice. 




Jeroboam Warned by a Man of God

13 Look, a man of God from Judah came to Bethel by the word of the Lord. Jeroboam stood at the altar to sacrifice. 2 He called upon the altar by the word of the Lord, “O altar, O altar, thus says the Lord, ‘Look, a son is born to the house of David, Josiah is his name, and on you he will sacrifice the priests of the high ones who are sacrificing on you, and he will burn human bones on you. 3 He will give on the same day a sign saying, “This is the word that the Lord spoke saying, ‘Look, the altar will break apart, and the ashes on it will be poured out.’ ” ’ ” 4 And it happened, when king Jeroboam heard the words of the man of God who called upon the altar at Bethel, the king stretched out his hand from the altar saying, “Arrest him.” Look, his hand that he had stretched out toward him withered. He was not able to return it toward himself. 5 The altar was split apart, and the ashes from the altar were poured out according to the sign that the man of God gave by the word of the Lord. 6 King Jeroboam said to the man of God, “Ask your God that he may return my hand to me.” The man of God asked of the face the Lord, and he returned the hand of the king to him. It was just as before. 7 The king said to the man of God, “Go in after me to the house and have lunch. I will give you a gift.” 8 The man of God said to the king, “If you were to give to me half of your house, I would not enter with you nor would I eat bread nor drink water in this place; 9 because so it was commanded to me by the word of the Lord saying, ‘Do not eat bread nor drink water nor return by the way that you went on it.’ ” 10 He departed by another way and did not return by the way that he came on it to Bethel. 

11 One old prophet lived in Bethel. His sons came and described to him all the works that the man of God did on the day at Bethel, the words that he spoke to the king. They turned from the face of their father. 12 Their father spoke to them saying, “By which way did he go?” His sons showed him the way by which the man of God who came from Judah went up. 13 He said to his sons, “Saddle for me the donkey.” They saddled for him the donkey, and he mounted it. 14 He went after the man of God. He found him sitting under a tree. He said to him, “Are you the man of God who came from Judah?” He answered, “I am he.” 15 He said to him, “Come after me and eat some food!” 16 He said, “No, I am not able to turn back after you, nor can I eat bread nor drink water in this place; 17 because thus the Lord commanded me by a word saying, ‘Do not eat bread there nor should you drink water nor should you return there, by the way that you went to this place.’ ” 18 He said to him, “I also am a prophet just as you are. An angel spoke to me with the word of the Lord saying, ‘Bring him back to yourself to your house, and let him eat bread and drink water.’ ” He lied to him. 19 He returned with him and ate bread in his house. And he drank water. 20 It happened that while they were seated, the word of the Lord came to the prophet who had brought him back. 21 He said to the man of God who had come from Judah, saying, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Because you have provoked the word of the Lord, and you did not guard the command that the Lord your God gave to you, 22 and you returned, and ate bread and drank water in this place that he spoke to you saying, “You shall not eat bread and you should not drink water,” your body shall not come into the grave of your fathers.’ ” 23 It happened after eating bread and drinking water, he saddled for him the donkey, and he turned and departed. 24 And a lion found him on the way and killed him. His body was thrown on the road. The donkey stood beside him, and the lion stood beside the body. 25 Look, people who passed by saw the corpse thrown on the road. The lion stood beside the corpse. They entered and spoke in the city where the old prophet lived in it. 26 The one who brought him back from the journey heard, and he said, “This one is the man of God who provoked the word of the Lord.” 28 He went and found his body thrown in the road. The donkey and the lion stood beside the body. The lion did not eat the body of the man of God nor did it tear the donkey. 29 The prophet took up the body of the man of God. He placed it on the donkey and brought it back to the city 30 The prophet buried him in his own tomb. They mourned him, “Woe to you, brother!” 31 It happened that after they mourned him, he spoke to his sons saying, “When I die, bury me in this grave where the man of God is buried in it. Beside his bones put me so that my bones may be preserved with his bones, 32 because the word that he spoke by the word of the Lord will be happening against the altar in Bethel and against the high houses that are at Samaria.” 

33 After this matter, Jeroboam did not turn from his evil, but he returned and appointed priests of the high places from among the people. Whomever wanted, he filled his hand, and he became a priest at the high places. 34 This matter became a sin to the house of Jeroboam and led to destruction and to the elimination from the face of the earth. 




Rehoboam Reigns in Judah

14 21 a Rehoboam son of Solomon ruled over Judah. Rehoboam was the son of forty and one years when he became king, and he ruled seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city that the Lord chose to set his name there from among all the tribes of Israel. The name of his mother was Naamah the Ammonite. 22 Rehoboam did evil before the Lord. He provoked him to jealousy in all that their fathers did in their sins by which they sinned. 23 They built for themselves high places, standing stones, and groves on every high hill and under every shady wood. 24 Shrine prostitutes were in the land. They did all the abominations of the nations that the Lord lifted up from the face of the sons of Israel. 

25 It happened in the fifth year of the rule of Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt went up to Jerusalem. 26 He removed all the treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures of the house of the king, and the gold spears that David took away from the hand of the servants of Hadadezer king of Zobah. He brought them into Jerusalem, all things that he removed, including the gold shields. 27 Rehoboam the king made bronze shields in place of them, and he placed on it the commanders of the bodyguard who guard the gate of the house of the king. 28 It happened that whenever the king entered into the house of the Lord, the bodyguard bore them and placed them in the room of the bodyguard. 

29 The rest of the events of Rehoboam and all that he did, look, are these not written in the document of the events of the days belonging to the kings of Judah? 30 There was battle between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days. 31 Rehoboam slept with his fathers. He was buried with his fathers in the city of David. Abijam his son ruled in place of him. 




Abijam Reigns in Judah

15 In the eighteenth year of the rule of Jeroboam son of Nebat, Abijam son of Jeroboam became king over Judah. 2 For six years he reigned, and the name of his mother was Maacah, daughter of Absalom. 3 He walked in the sins of his father that he had done before him. His heart was not perfectly after the Lord his God as the heart his father. 4 But because of David, the Lord gave him a remnant so that he appointed his children after him and he established Jerusalem. 5 As David did what was right before the Lord and did not avoid all that was commanded him all the days of his life. 7 The rest of the events of Abijam and all that he did, look, are these not written on the document of the events of the days belonging to the kings of Judah? There was war between Abijam and Jeroboam. 8 Abijam slept with his fathers in the twenty-fourth year of Jeroboam. He was buried with his fathers in the city of David. Asa his son reigned in place of him. 

Asa Reigns in Judah

9 In the twenty-fourth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa became king over Judah. 10 For forty-one years he reigned in Jerusalem, and the name of his mother was Maacah, daughter of Absalom. 11 Asa did what was right before the Lord like David his father. 12 He put away the shrines from the land and sent away all those practices that his fathers did. 13 He removed Maacah his mother so that she was no longer leader as she made an assembly with her grove. Asa cut down her cultic places and burned them with fire in the brook of Kidron. 14 He did not take away the high places, but the heart of Asa was completely after the Lord all his days. 15 He brought in the pillars of his father and his pillars. He brought into the house of the Lord silver and gold vessels. 16 There was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all the days. 17 Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and built Ramah so that no one should go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 18 Asa took the silver and the gold that was found in the treasury of the house of the king. He gave them to the hands of his servants, and King Asa sent them to the son of Hadad the son of Tabrimmon the son of Hezion king of Aram, who lived in Damascus, saying, 19 “Make a treaty between me and my father and your father. Look, I have sent you gifts, silver and gold. Come! Break treaty with Baasha king of Israel so he will depart from me.” 20 The son of Hadad heard King Asa and sent the rulers of his forces to the towns of Israel. He struck down Ijon, Dan, Abel-beth-maacah, and all the Chinneroth up to all the land of Naphtali. 21 It happened that when Baasha heard, he ceased building Ramah and returned to Tirzah. 22 King Asa ordered all Judah to Ainakim.a They would take up the stones of Ramah and its timber that Baasha built. And King Asa built with them all the mound of Benjamin and the hilltop. 23 As for the rest of the events of Asa and all his power that he exercised, look, are these things not written in the document of the events of the annals of the kings of Judah? However, in the season of his old age his feet were afflicted. 24 Asa slept and was buried with his fathers in the city of David. Jehoshaphat his son ruled in place of him. 

Nadab Reigns in Israel

25 Nadab the son of Jeroboam ruled over Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah. He ruled in Israel for two years. 26 He did evil before the Lord and walked in the way of his father and in his sins that caused Israel to sin. 27 Baasha son of Ahijah who was over the house of Belan camped against him. The son of Ahijah also provoked him at Gibbethon of the foreigners. Nadab and all Israel were besieging Gibbethon. 28 Baasha killed him in the third year of King Asa son of Abijam, and he became king. 29 It happened when he began to reign, he struck down the house of Jeroboam. He did not leave anything that breathes remaining of Jeroboam until he had destroyed him according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by the hand of the servant Ahijah the Shilonite 30 concerning the sins of Jeroboam that he caused Israel to commit and by his provocation by which he provoked the Lord God of Israel. 31 The rest of the events of Nadab and all that he did, look, are these not written in the document of the events of the annals of the kings of Israel? 

Baasha Reigns in Israel

33 In the third year of the king of Judah, Baasha son of Ahijah ruled over Israel at Tirzah for twenty-four years. 34 He did evil before the Lord and walked in the way of Jeroboam son of Nebat and in his sins so caused Israel to sin. 




Prophecy against Baasha

16 The word of the Lord came by the hand of Jehu son of Hanani against Baasha, 2 “Because I raised you from the land and gave you leadership over my people, Israel, and you went in the way of Jeroboam and caused my people Israel to sin by provoking me to anger with their pointless things. 3 Look, I am about to raise up after Baasha and after his house, and I will set his house like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat. 4 As for the one who dies belonging to Baasha in the city, the dogs will devour him. As for he who dies in the field, the birds of the heaven will devour him.” 5 As for the rest of the events of Baasha and all that he did and his mighty deeds, look, are these things not written in the document of the events of the annals of the kings of Israel? 6 Baasha slept with his fathers, and he was buried in Tirzah. Elah his son reigned in place of him in the twentieth year of King Asa. 7 The Lord spoke through the hand of Jehu of Hanani against Baasha and against his house concerning all the evil that he did before the Lord to provoke him to anger by the deeds of his hands that were according to the house of Jeroboam and because he struck it down. 

Elah Reigns in Israel

8 Elah son of Baasha ruled over Israel two years at Tirzah. 9 Zimri the ruler of half of the cavalry turned against him. He was in Tirzah drinking and becoming drunk in the house of Arza who administered at Tirzah 10 Zimri entered and struck him down. He killed him and reigned in place of him. 11 It came to pass when he became king and when he sat on his throne, he struck down all the house of Baasha, 12 according to the word that the Lord spoke against the house of Baasha and by Jehu the prophet, 13 concerning all sins of Baasha and Elah his son so that he caused Israel to sin to provoke to anger the Lord God of Israel with their pointless things. 14 As for the rest of the events of Elah that he did, look, are these not written in the document of the events of the annals of the kings Israel? 

Zimri Reigns in Israel

15 Zimri ruled seven yearsa in Tirzah. The camp of Israel was against Gibbethon of the foreigners. 16 The people in the camp heard those who were saying, “Zimri conspired against and struck down the king.” They proclaimed Zimri the commander of the army king over Israel in Israel on that day in the camp. 17 Zimri and all Israel with him departed for Gibbethon and laid siege to Tirzah. 18 It came to pass when Zimri saw that his city had been captured, he went into the fortification of the house of the king, and the king burned over him the house of the king, and he died 19 because of his sins which he did by doing evil before the Lord, walking in the way of Jeroboam son of Nebat and in his sins so as to cause Israel to sin. 20 As for the rest of the events, Zimri and his alliances that he made, look, are these not written in the document of the events of the annals of the kings of Israel? 

Omri Reigns in Israel

21 Then the people of Israel divided: Half of the people were behind Tibni son of Ginath so that he would rule, and half of the people were behind Zimri. 22 And the people who were behind Tibni son of Ginath were overtaken, and Tibni and Joram his brother died at that time. Zimri reigned after Tibni. 23 In the thirty-first year of King Asa, Zimri became king over Israel for twelve years. At Tirzah he ruled for six years. 24 Zimri purchased the hill of Samaria from Shemer, the owner of the hill, for two talents of silver, and he built on the hill. He called the name of the hill upon which they built by the name of Shemer, the owner of the hill of Samaria. 25 Zimri did evil before the Lord. He did more evil than all those who were before him. 26 He walked in every way of Jeroboam son of Nebat and in his sins that he caused Israel to sin, to provoke the Lord God of Israel with their pointless things. 27 As for the rest of the events of Zimri and all that he did and his power, look, are these things not written in the document of the events of the annals of the kings of Israel? 28 Zimri slept with his fathers. He was buried at Samaria, and Ahab his son ruled in place of him. 

Jehoshaphat Reigns in Judah

28a And in the year, the eleventh year of Zimri, Jehoshaphat son of Asa reigned. He reigned thirty-five years in his kingdom, and he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem, and the name of his mother was Azubah daughter of Shilhi. 28b And he went in the way of Asa his father, and he did not turn away from it to do what is righteous before the Lord, except he did not take away the high places; they sacrificed in the high places and burned incense. 28c And the things that Jehoshaphat put together and all power that he exercised and the wars that he fought, look, are these things not written in the document of the accounts of the days of the kings of Judah? 28d And the rest of the mingling in sexual intercourse that they undertook in the days of Asa his father, he removed from the land. 28e And there was no king in Syria, but only a deputy. The king 28f made a ship at Tarshish to go to Ophir, to go for gold, and it did not go because the ship was wrecked in Ezion-geber. 28g Then the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “You shall send out your servants and my servants in the ship.” And Jehoshaphat was not willing. 28h And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers in the city of David, and Joram his son reigned in place of him. 

Ahab Reigns in Israel

29 In the second year of Jehoshaphat, Ahab son of Zimri became king. He ruled over Israel at Samaria for twenty-two years. 30 Ahab did evil before the Lord. He did more evil than all those before him. 31 For him it was not sufficient to walk in the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat. He took as wife Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians. He went and served Baal, and he worshiped him. 32 He erected an altar to Baal in the house of his idols that he had built in Samaria 33 And Ahab made a grove, and Ahab went on to create provocations by provoking his soul, so as to be utterly destroyed. He did evil more than all the kings of Israel who were before him. 

34 Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho; he laid its foundation in Abiram his firstborn; he set up its doors for Segub his younger son, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by the hand of Joshua son of Nun. 




Elijah Predicts a Drought

17 Elijah the Tishbite prophet from Tishbe of Gilead said to Ahab, “As the Lord the God of powers, the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, cursed if there will be dew and rain during these years except through the word of my mouth.” 

2 The word of the Lord came to Elijah, 3 “Go from here toward the east and hide in the brook Cherith that faces the Jordan. 4 It will be that you are to drink water from the brook, and I will command the ravens to sustain you there.” 5 Elijah did according to the word of the Lord. He settled in the brook Cherith at the face of the Jordan. 6 The ravens brought him bread in the morning and meat in the evening. He drank water from the brook. 7 It happened that after some days, the brook dried up because there was no rain on the land. 

Elijah and the Widow at Zarephath

8 The word of the Lord came to Elijah, 9 “Get up and go to Zarephath of Sidon. Look, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain you.” 10 He arose and went to Zarephath to the gate of the town. Look, a widow woman there gathered wood. Elijah cried aloud after her and said to her, “Bring a little water in a vessel, and I will drink.” 11 She was going to get it when Elijah shouted after her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread that is in your hand.” 12 The woman said, “As the Lord your God lives, cursed if I have a loaf, other than a bundle of flour in the jar and a little olive oil in the flask. Look, I am gathering two sticks, and I will go in and prepare it for myself and for my children that we may eat and die.” 13 Elijah said to her, “Take courage, go inside and do according to your word. But first make for me from there a small loaf and bring it to me. Then make for yourself and for your children at the end, 14 because thus says the Lord: ‘The jar of flour will not come to an end, and the flask of olive oil will not diminish until the day the Lord gives rain on the land.’ ” 15 The woman went and did it. She, he, and her children ate. 16 And the jar of flour did not come to an end, and the flask of olive oil did not diminish according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by the hand of Elijah. 17 It came about after these things that the son of the woman who was the mistress of the house became ill. His illness was very strong until the point when no breath remained in him. 18 She said to Elijah, “What do I have to do with you, the man of God? Did you come to me in order to remind me of my sins and to kill my son?” 19 Elijah said to the woman, “Give me your son.” He took him from her arms and brought him into the upper room in which he lived there. He laid him on the bed. 20 Elijah cried out and said, “Woe to me, O Lord the witness of the widow with whom I am staying, you have done wrong to kill her son.” 21 And he breathed on the child three times, and he invoked the Lord and said, “O Lord, my God, now let the soul of this child return to him.” 22 So it was, and the boy cried out. 23 He brought him down from the upper room into the house and gave him to his mother. Elijah said, “Look, your son is alive!” 24 The woman said to Elijah, “Look, I know that you are a man of God, and the word of the Lord in your mouth is true.” 




Elijah and Obadiah

18 It happened after many days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year saying, “Go and appear to Ahab, and I will give rain on the face of the land.” 2 Elijah went to appear to Ahab. The famine was severe in Samaria. 3 Ahab called Obadiah the steward. Obadiah was very afraid of the Lord. 4 It happened when Jezebel was beating down the prophets of the Lord that Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifty in a cave and fed them with bread and water. 5 Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go and pass through the land to the springs of waters and to the brooks. If somehow, we can find vegetation, we can preserve the horses and mules so that they do not need to be destroyed from the tents.” 6 They divided between themselves the way to go over it. Ahab went on one road, and Obadiah went on another road by himself. 

7 And Obadiah was on the way alone and came to Elijah to meet him alone. And Obadiah hastened, and he fell on his face and said, “If you, my lord, are he, Elijah.” 8 Elijah said to him, “I am. Go! Say to your lord, ‘Look, Elijah!’ ” 9 Obadiah said, “What did I do wrong that you gave your servant into the hand of Ahab that I should be killed? 10 As the Lord your God lives, cursed if there is any nation or a kingdom where my lord has not sent to search for you, and if they said, ‘He is not here,’ he set the kingdom and its territories on fire because he did find not you. 11 Now you say, ‘Go! Announce to your lord.’ 12 It will be if I depart from you, the spirit of the Lord will carry you into the land that I do not know; and I will go in to report to Ahab, and he will kill me; and your servant has been fearing the Lord from his youth. 13 And has it not been reported to you, my lord, what I did when Jezebel was killing the prophets of the Lord? I hid a hundred men from the prophets of the Lord by fifties in each cave, and I fed them with bread and water. 14 Now you say to me, ‘Go! Say to your lord, “Look, Elijah?” ’ He will kill me.” 15 Elijah said, “As the Lord of power whom I stand before him lives, surely today I will appear to him.” 16 Obadiah went to meet Ahab and reported to him. Ahab hurried and went to meet Elijah. 

Elijah and the Prophets of Baal

17 It happened that when Ahab saw Elijah that Ahab said to Elijah, “Is it you, the one who troubles Israel?” 18 Elijah said, “I do not trouble Israel but rather you and the house of your father, in that you abandoned the Lord your God and went after the Baals. 19 Now send and gather to me all Israel on Mount Carmel as well as the four hundred and fifty prophets of shamea and the four hundred prophets of the grovesb who eat at the table of Jezebel.” 20 So Ahab sent to all Israel, and he gathered all the prophets on Mount Carmel. 21 Elijah went before all, and Elijah said to them, “How long will you vacillate over each of the two knees? If the Lord is God, go after him. If, however, Baal, go after him.” The people did not answer a word. 22 And Elijah said to the people, “I alone am left as a prophet of the Lord, and the prophets of Baal are four hundred and fifty men, and the prophets of the grove are four hundred. 23 Let them give us two bulls. Let them pick out for themselves one and cut it in pieces and let them lay it upon the wood but let them not set it on fire; and I will do the same with the other bull and not set it on fire. 24 Call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord my God. It will be that the God who responds with fire, this one is God.” All the people answered and said, “The word that you have spoken is good.” 25 Elijah said to the prophets of shame, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, because you are many. Call on the name of your god but do not start the fire.” 26 They took the bull and prepared it, and they called on the name of Baal from morning until noon. They said, “Answer us, O Baal, answer us!” But there was no sound, and there was nothing heard. They ran about the altar that they had made. 27 And noon came, and Elijah the Tishbite mocked them and said, “Call upon him in a louder voice, because he is a god, because he is having a chat; or also in case he is busy himself, or in case he is sleeping and he will rise up.” 28 And they called upon him with a louder voice, and they gashed themselves with the sword and with lances until there was a flow of blood on them. 29 And they were acting as prophets until when it came to the evening and there passed the time for the sacrifice to be offered. Then Elijah spoke to the prophets of the idols saying, “Depart now so I can make my burnt offering.” They departed and left. 30 Elijah said to the people, “Come to me.” All the people came to him. 31 Elijah took twelve stones according to the number of tribes of Israel, as the Lord had spoken to him saying, “Your name will be Israel.” 32 He built the stones in the name of the Lord and restored the altar that had been destroyed. He made a poolc that held two measures of seed from all around the altar. 33 And he piled up the wood on the altar that he had made, and he dismembered the burnt offering and put on the wood, and he heaped it on the altar. 34 And he said, “Bring me four pitchers of water and pour the water on the burnt offering and on the wood.” They did so, and he said, “Do it again!” They repeated it, and he said, “Do it for a third time!” And they did it for the third time. 35 The water ran around the altar, and the pool was filled with water. 36 Elijah cried out to the heaven and said, “O Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, answer me, O Lord, answer me today with fire. Let all this people know that you are the Lord, God of Israel, and I am your servant, and I have done this work on your account. 37 Answer me, O Lord! Answer me, and may this people know that you are Lord God and you have turned the heart of this people back.” 38 Fire fell from the Lord from the heaven. It consumed the burnt offerings, the wood, the water that was in the pools, and the stones; and the fire licked up the dust. 39 All the people fell on their face and said, “Truly, the Lord is God. He is God.” 40 Elijah said to the people, “Arrest the prophets of Baal. Let no one be preserved from them.” They arrested them, and Elijah led them down to the brook Kishon and killed them there. 

The Drought Ends

41 Elijah said to Ahab, “Go away, eat and drink because there is the sound of the pattering of rain.” 42 Ahab departed to eat and drink, and Elijah ascended to Carmel, bent down to the earth, and placed his own face to the midst of his knees. 43 He said to his servant, “Go and look to the way of the sea.” The servant looked and said, “No, there is nothing.” Elijah said, “You shall return seven times and turn away seven times.” 44 The servant returned seven times. It happened on the seventh time that look, a small cloud like the footprint of a man was rising from the water. He said, “Go up and say to Ahab, ‘Harness your chariot and go down before the rain overtakes you.’ ” 45 It happened from here and there the heaven darkened with clouds and with wind. There came a great rain, and Ahab wept and went to Israel. 46 The hand of the Lord came upon Elijah, and he girded up his loins. He ran before Ahab into Israel. 




Elijah Flees from Jezebel

19 Ahab told Jezebel his wife all that Elijah had done and how he killed the prophets with the sword. 2 Jezebel sent to Elijah and said, “If you are Elijah and I am Jezebel, may God do this to me, and may he do more than this if at this time tomorrow I do not make your life like the life of one of these.” 3 Elijah was afraid. He arose and departed after his life. He came to Beer-sheba in the land of Judah and left his servant there. 4 This one went into the desert on the road for a day, and he came and sat under a juniper tree. Then he asked for his life to die and said, “It is enough. Now take my life from me, O Lord, because I am not better than my fathers.” 5 And he fell asleep and slept there under the tree; and look, someone touched him and said to him, “Rise and eat!” 6 And Elijah looked and look, by his head was a loaf of barley and a flask of water. He arose and ate and drank and returned to sleep. 7 The angel of the Lord returned for a second time and touched him and said to him, “Arise, eat, because the way is difficult for you.” 8 He arose and ate and drank. He went in the strength of that food for forty days and forty nights until he arrived at Mount Horeb. 

Elijah at Horeb

9 He entered there into the cave and lodged there. Look, the word of the Lord came to him and said, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 10 Elijah said, “Being zealous, I am zealous for the Lord Almighty because the sons of Israel have rejected you; they have broken down your altars; they have killed your prophets with a sword; and I alone remain. And they seek my life to take it.” 11 He said, “Go out tomorrow and stand before the Lord on the mountain. Look, the Lord will pass by.” A very mighty wind broke up the mountains and crushed rocks before the Lord with the wind of the Lord. After the wind was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake was a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. After the fire was a sound of a small breeze. 13 It happened when Elijah heard, he covered his face with his own goatskin, and he went out and stood at the cave. Look, a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 Elijah said, “Being zealous, I am zealous for the Lord Almighty because the sons of Israel have rejected you; your covenant and your altar they have broken down, and they have killed your prophets with a sword. I alone remain, and they seek my life to take it.” 15 The Lord said to him, “Go! Return on your way. You will come on the way of the desert of Damascus, and you shall come, and you shall anoint Hazael as king of Aram. 16 You shall anoint the son, Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel-meholah as prophet in place of you. 17 It will be that the one who is saved from the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill; and the one who is saved from the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill. 18 You will leave in Israel seven thousand men, all the knees who have not kneeled a knee to Baal and every mouth that has not worshiped him.” 

The Call of Elisha

19 He departed from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat, and he was plowing with oxen, twelve yokes before him. He was with the twelve. He came upon him and cast his goatskin on him. 20 Elisha left the oxen and went down after Elijah. He said, “Let me kiss my father, and I will follow after you.” Elijah said, “Return, for what have I done to you?” 21 He turned behind him and took the yokes of the oxen and he slaughtered them. He boiled them with the equipment of the oxen and gave them to the people. They ate, and he arose and went after Elijah and ministered to him. 




Naboth’s Vineyard

20 aThere was a vineyard belonging to Naboth the Israelite beside the threshing-floor of Ahab, king of Samaria. 2 Ahab said to Naboth, saying, “Give me your vineyard, and it will be mine for a garden of vegetables because it is close to my house. I will give you another vineyard better than it or if it pleases before you, I will give you silver for the price this vineyard of yours. It will be my garden of vegetables.” 3 Naboth said to Ahab, “May it not be for me to my God to give the inheritance of my father to you.” 4 The spirit of Ahab was stirred, and he lay on his bed. He covered his face and did not eat food. 5 Jezebel his wife went in to him and spoke to him, “Why is your spirit stirred? Why are you not eating food?” 6 He said to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the Israelite, saying, ‘Give me your vineyard for silver, or if you wish, I will give you another vineyard in place of it.’ But he said, ‘I will not give you the inheritance of my fathers.’ ” 7 Jezebel his wife said to him, “Do you now so act as king over Israel? Arise! Eat bread! Be yourself! I will get you the vineyard of Naboth the Israelite.” 8 She wrote a document in the name of Ahab, sealed it with his seal, and sent the document to the elders and the free citizens who lived with Naboth. 9 She wrote in the documents, saying, “Prepare a fast and seat Naboth at the head of the people. 10 And seat two men, sons of lawlessness.”b 13 And they sat opposite him and bore witness against him saying, “You blessedc God and the king.” And they led him out of the city and stoned him with stones, and he died. 14 They sent to Jezebel saying, “Naboth has been stoned and has died.” 15 It happened when Jezebel heard, that she said to Ahab, “Arise! Take as an inheritance the vineyard of Naboth the Israelite who would not give it to you for silver. For Naboth is not alive because he has died.” 16 It happened when Ahab heard that Naboth the Israelite had died, that he rent his garments and covered himself in sackcloth. It happened after these things that Ahab arose and went down to the vineyard of Naboth the Israelite to take possession of it. 

Ahab’s Condemnation

17 The Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 “Arise and go down to meet Ahab king of Israel who is in Samaria. For this one is in the vineyard of Naboth, for he has descended there to take possession of it. 19 And speak to him, saying, ‘This is what the Lord says, “So you have murdered and seized property for the sake of this. This is what the Lord says, ‘In every place where the pigs and the dogs licked the blood of Naboth, there the dogs will lick your blood, and the prostitutes will wash themselves in your blood.’ ” ’ ” 20 Ahab said to Elijah, “So you have found me, my enemy.” He said, “I have found you because you have sold yourself pointlessly to do evil before the Lord to provoke him to anger. 21 Look, I am bringing evil on you, and I will burn after you, and I will destroy from Ahab those who urinate against the wall, both the oppressed and the forsaken in Israel. 22 And I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat and like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah because of the provocations that you have provoked and of what you have done wrong to Israel.” 23 And to Jezebel the Lord spoke, saying, “The dogs will eat her at the wall of Israel.” 24 As for the one who has died in the city, Ahab, the dogs will eat him. And as for the one who has died belonging to him in the plain, the birds of the heaven will eat that one. 25 However, Ahab was vain so as to sell himself to do evil before the Lord as Jezebel his wife induced him. 26 He was very abominable by going after the idols like all the practices that the Amorites did whom the Lord destroyed from the face of the sons of Israel. 27 Concerning the matter, Ahab was so stupefied from the face of the Lord, that he went lamenting and tore his garment. He wore sackcloth on his body; he fasted and clothed himself with sackcloth on the day that he struck Naboth the Israelite and went on. 28 The word of the Lord came by the hand of his servant Elijah concerning Ahab. The Lord said, 29 “Have you seen how Ahab was sorely pricked from my face? I will not bring on the evil on his days, and on the days of his son I will bring on the evil.” 




War with Aram

21 aAnd the son of Hadad gathered together all his might and went up and besieged Samaria and thirty-two kings with him and all their horses and chariots. And they went up and besieged Samaria and made war against it. 2 He sent to Ahab king of Israel in the city, and he said to him, “The son of Hadad declares these things, 3 ‘Your silver and your gold are mine; and your wives and your children are mine.’ ” 4 The king of Israel answered and said, “Just as you say, O lord, O king, I am yours and all that is mine.” 5 The messengers returned and said, “This is what the son of Hadad says, ‘I turned away saying, “Give me your silver, your gold, and your wives.” 6 For at this time tomorrow I will send my servants to you to search your house and the houses of your servants. It will be that the objects of desire to their eyes, concerning whatever is put in their hands, they will remove.’ ” 7 The king of Israel called all the elders and said, “Know now and see that this one seeks evil because when he sent to me concerning my wives and concerning my sons and concerning my daughters, my silver and my gold, I did not refuse him.” 8 And the elders and all the people said to him, “Do not listen and do not want.” 9 He said to the messengers of the son of Hadad, “Say to your lord, ‘I will do all that you send to your servant on the first occasion, but I will not be able to do this matter.’ ” The men left and returned the word to him. 10 The son of Hadad sent to him saying, “This may God do to me and this may he add, if the dirt of Samaria is sufficient for the foxes for all the people, for my infantry.” 11 And the king of Israel answered and said, “Let it be enough! The humpbacked is not qualified to boast as the upright one.” 12 And it happened when he answered this word to him, he was drinking and all kings were with him in the tents. He said to his servants, “Build a defense and put the defense at the city.” 13 Look, a prophet came to the king of Israel and said, “This is what the Lord says, ‘Do you see this great crowd? Look, I give it today into your hands so that you may know that I am the Lord.’ ” 14 Ahab said, “By whom?” He said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘By the young officers of the rulers of the troops.’ ” Ahab said, “Who will join the battle?” He said, “You will.” 15 Ahab examined the commanders, the young officers of the troops; there were two hundred and thirty. After these things, he examined the people, every son of power, sixty.a 16 b He set out at noon, and the son of Hadad was drinking wine in Succoth,c he and the kings; there were thirty-two kings allied with him. 17 Those commanding the young boys of the troops went out at first. They sent and reported to the king of Syria, saying, “Men have gone out from Samaria.” 18 He said to them, “For the sake of peace, they are not coming out to collect them alive; but for battle, to collect them alive. 19 Do not let the young officers, commanders of the young boys, commanders of the troops, go out of the city.” And the army was behind them. 20 Each one struck down the one beside him, and each repeated the action to the one beside him. Arameans fled, and Israel pursued them. The son of Hadad king of Aram escaped on the horse of a horseman. 21 The king of Israel went out and removed all the horses and chariots. He struck a heavy blow on the Arameans. 22 The prophet came to the king of Israel and said, “Strengthen yourself. Recognize and see what should be done because at the turn of the year the son of Hadad the king of Aram will rise up against you.” 

Victory over the Arameans

23 The young officers of the king of Aram also said, “The God of Israel is a god of the mountains, but not a god of the deep valley. For this reason, he is too strong for us. But if we will fight against them on level ground, unless we will be stronger than them. 24 Do this matter: Remove the kings each in their place and put governors in place of them. 25 We will exchange for you an army in place of the army that fell away and a horse according to horse and chariot for chariot. And we will fight them on the plain, and we will be stronger than they.” He listened to his voice, and he did thus. 26 It happened at the turn of the year that the son of Hadad numbered the Arameans and went up to Aphek for a battle against Israel. 27 The sons of Israel were numbered, and they came to meet with him. Israel mustered opposite them like two flocks of goats while Arameans filled the land. 28 The man of God came and said to the king of Israel, “This is what the Lord says, ‘Because of what the Arameans said, “The Lord the God of Israel is a god of the mountains, and he is not a god of the valleys,” I will give this great army into your hand and you will know that I am the Lord.’ ” 29 These shall encamp opposite those for seven days. It happened on the seventh day that the battle drew near. Israel struck down a hundred thousand Aramean foot soldiers in one day. 30 Those who remained fled to Aphek into the city where the wall fell on twenty-seven thousand men who remained. The son of Hadad fled and entered into the house of the bedroom into the inner room. 31 He said to his servants, “I know that the kings of Israel are merciful kings. Let us put sackcloth on our loins and ropes on our heads. Let us go still to the king of Israel. Perhaps he will somehow spare our lives.” 32 They put sackcloth on around their loins and put ropes on their heads, and they said to the king of Israel, “Your servant the son of Hadad says, ‘Please let our soul live.’ ” He said, “Does he still live? He is my brother.” 33 The men divined it and made peacea and seized upon the word from his mouth. They said, “Your brother, the son of Hadad.” He said, “Go in and take him.” The son of Hadad went out to him. They mounted him on the chariot with him. 34 He said to him, “I will return to you the cities that my father took from your father. You may set up a street in Damascus for yourself just as my father set one up in Samaria. I will send you away with a treaty.” He made a treaty for him, and he sent him away. 

A Prophet Condemns Ahab

35 A man, one of the sons of the prophets, said to his neighbor, “By the word of the Lord, strike me.” But the man did not want to strike him. 36 So he said to him, “Because you did not listen to the voice of the Lord, and look, you will depart from me, and a lion will strike you.” He departed from him, and a lion discovered him and struck him. 37 He found another man and said, “Strike me.” Then the man striking struck him and wounded him. 38 The prophet went and stood for the king of Israel by the road. He bound a bandage on his eyes. 39 It happened as the king passed, and this one cried out to the king and said, “Your servant went out to the army of the battle and look, a man led a man out to me and said to me, ‘Guard this man. If escaping he escapes, it will be your life in place of his life, or you will pay a talent of silver.’ 40 It happened your servant looked around here and there and this man was no longer around.” The king of Israel said to him, “Look, the ambush you destroyed before me.” 41 He quickly removed the bandage from his eyes. The king of Israel recognized him that he was one of the prophets. 42 He said to him, “This is what the Lord says, ‘Because you have carried off a man destined for destruction from your hand, it will be your life in place of his life and your people in place of his people.’ ” 43 The king of Israel departed, troubled and having failed. He went to Samaria. 




An Alliance against Aram

22 He rested for three years. There was no battle between Aram and between Israel. 2 It happened in the third year that Jehoshaphat king of Judah came down to the king of Israel. 3 The king of Israel said to his servants, “If you know that Ramoth-gilead is to us are we silent to take it back from the hand of the king of Aram?” 4 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you go up with me to Ramoth-gilead for a battle?” Jehoshaphat said, “Just as I am, so are you. Just as my people are, so are your people. Just as my horses are, so are your horses.” 5 Jehoshaphat king of Judah said to the king of Israel, “Consult the Lord today.” 6 The king of Israel assembled all the prophets, about four hundred men. The king said to them, “Shall I go to Ramoth-gilead for war or shall I hold back?” They said, “Go, and the Lord will surely give it into the hands of the king.” 7 Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Is there not here a prophet of the Lord that we may consult the Lord through him?” 8 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is one man through which to consult the Lord. I hate him because he does not speak good things concerning me but only bad: Micaiah son of Imlah.” Jehoshaphat king of Judah said, “May the king not speak in this manner.” 9 The king of Israel called one eunuch and said, “Quickly bring Micaiah son of Imlah.” 10 The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah sat each on his throne armed at the gates Samaria, and all the prophets prophesied before them. 11 Zedekiah son of Chenaanah made for himself iron horns and said, “This is what the Lord says, ‘With these horns you will finish the Arameans.’ ” 12 All the prophets prophesied in the same manner saying, “Go to Ramoth-gilead, and it will prosper. The Lord will give into your hands the king of Aram.” 13 The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, saying, “Look, all the prophets are speaking with one mouth on good matters concerning the king. Pray, you also be with your words as one according to the words of one of these and speak good matters.” 14 Micaiah said, “As the Lord lives, whatever the Lord says to me, I will speak these things.” 15 He came to the king, and the king said to him, “Micaiah, shall I go up against Ramoth-gilead to battle or shall I hold back?” He said, “Go up and the Lord shall give success into the hand of the king.” 16 The king said to him, “Do I make you swear five timesa that you speak to me the truth in the name of the Lord?” 17 And he said, “Not so. I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like a flock that does not have a shepherd. The Lord said, ‘Is not God the Lord of these? Let each one return to his house in peace.’ ” 18 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, “Did I not tell you this one does not prophesy good things for me but bad?” 19 Micaiah said, “Not so, not I. Hear the word of the Lord, ‘Not so, I saw the God of Israel sitting on his throne and all the host of heaven stood around him on his right and on his left.’ 20 The Lord said, ‘Who will trick Ahab king of Israel so that he will go up and fall upon Ramoth-gilead?’ This one said this and this one said that. 21 A spirit went out and stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will deceive him.’ 22 He said to him, ‘Lord, in what way?’ And he said, ‘I will go out, and I will be a false spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ He said, ‘You will deceive, and you also will prevail. Go out and do this!’ 23 Now, look, the Lord has put a false spirit in the mouth of all of these your prophets. The Lord has decreed against you evil things.” 24 Zedekiah son of Chenaanah drew near and struck Micaiah on the jaw and said, “Which spirit of the Lord was the one who spoke to you?” 25 Micaiah said, “Look, you will see that day whenever you enter the chamber of the secret inner room.” 26 The king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah and return him to Amon the king of the city and to Joash the son of the king. 27 Say, ‘Put this one in prison, and he is to eat the bread of oppression and the water of oppression until I return in peace.’ ” 28 Micaiah said, “Certainly if you returnb in peace, the Lord has not spoken to me.” 

Ahab Killed in Battle

29 The king of Israel went up, and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah along with him, to Ramoth-gilead. 30 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, “I will be disguised, and I will enter into the battle. You put on my clothing.” So the king of Israel disguised himself and entered into the battle. 31 The king of Aram commanded the rulers of his thirty-two chariot teams, saying, “Do not fight the small or the great, except the king of Israel alone.” 32 And it happened when the rulers of the chariot teams saw Jehoshaphat king of Judah, they said, “This king of Israel has appeared.” They surrounded him to make war, but Jehoshaphat cried out. 33 It happened that when the rulers of the chariot teams saw that this one was not the king of Israel, they turned away from him. 34 And someone stretched a well-aimed bow and struck the king of Israel between the lungs and between the breastplates. He said to his driver, “Turn your hands and take me out of the battle because I am wounded.” 35 The battle reached a turning point on that day. The king was propped up in the chariot opposite the Arameans from morning until evening. He was shedding blood from the wound in the bottom of the chariot. He died in the evening. The blood came out through the day into the bottom of the chariot. 36 The herald stood at the setting of the sun saying, “Everyone to his own town, and to his own land, 37 for the king has died.” They came to Samaria and they buried the king in Samaria. 38 They washed off the blood at the spring of Samaria. The pigs and the dogs licked the blood. The prostitutes washed in the blood according to the word of the Lord that he spoke. 39 The rest of the deeds of Ahab and all that he did, the house of ivory that he built and all the towns that he built—look, these things are written in the document of the deeds of the annals of the kings of Israel. 40 Ahab slept with his fathers, and Ahaziah his son ruled in place of him. 

Jehoshaphat Reigns in Judah

41 Jehoshaphat son of Asa became king over Judah in the fourth year Ahab became king. 42 Jehoshaphat was the son of thirty-five years when he became king, and he ruled twenty-five years in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Azubah daughter of Shilhi. 43 He walked in every way of Asa his father. He did not turn away from it to do what was right in the eyes of the Lord. 44 Only the high places he did not take away. Still the people sacrificed and burnt on the high places. 45 Jehoshaphat was at peace with the king of Israel. 46 The rest of the deeds of Jehoshaphat and his exploits as many as he did, look, are these not written down in the document of the deeds of Jehoshaphat? 51 And he slept with his fathers. He was buried in the city of David his father. Joram his son ruled in place of him. 

Ahaziah Reigns in Israel

52 Ahaziah son of Ahab became king over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he ruled in Israel for two years. 53 He did evil before the Lord. He walked in the way of his father Ahab and in the way of Jezebel his mother and in the sins of the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat who caused Israel to sin. 54 He served the Baals and worshiped them. He provoked the Lord God of Israel just as all those who were before him. And Moab revolted in Israel after Ahab died. 





4 KINGDOMS




Elijah and Ahaziah

1 Moab revolted against Israel after the death of Ahab. 2 Ahaziah fell through the lattice in his upper room in Samaria, and he became injured. He sent messengers and said to them, “Go and inquire from Baal-zebub,a god of Ekron, whether I will survive after this my injury.” They went to inquire from him. 3 The angel of the Lord called Elijah the Tishbite, saying, “Arise! Come to a meeting of the messengers of Ahaziah, king of Samaria. And you will say to them, ‘Is it because there is no god in Israel that you go to seek after Baal-zebub, god of Ekron? Is it not so 4 that this is what the Lord says: “The bed on which you have ascended, from there you will not descend from it, because you will die in death?” ’ ” And Elijah went and said that to them. 5 The messengers returned to him, and he said to them, “Why is it that you have returned?” 6 They said to him, “A man went to meet us, and he said to us, ‘Go back to the king who sent you and say to him, “This is what the Lord says: ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you have gone to seek from Baal-zebub, god of Ekron? It is not so; the bed on which you have ascended, you will not descend from it because you will die in death.’ ” ’ ” 7 He replied to them, “What was the judgment of the man who ascended to meet you and who spoke to you these words?” 8 They said to him, “A hairy man; a leather belt girded his loins.” He said, “This was Elijah the Tishbite.” 9 He sent to him a commander of fifty and his fifty men. He ascended to him. Behold, Elijah sat on the peak of the mountain. The commander of fifty spoke to him and said, “O man of God, the king has summoned you. Come down!” 10 Elijah answered and said to the commander of fifty, “If I am a man of God, let fire descend from heaven and devour you and your fifty men.” Fire went down from heaven and devoured him and his fifty men. 11 Again the king sent to him another commander of fifty and his fifty men. The commander of fifty spoke to him. He said, “O man of God, this is what the king says: ‘Hurry and come down!’ ” 12 Elijah answered and spoke with him. He said, “If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and devour you and your fifty men.” Fire came down from heaven and devoured him and his fifty men. 13 And the king proceeded further to send a leader and his fifty men. The third commander of fifty came and bent on his knees before Elijah, and he asked him and spoke to him. He said, “O man of God, may my life and the life of these your servants be respected in your eyes. 14 Look, fire came down from heaven and devoured the first two commanders of fifty. Now please let my soul be valued in your eyes.” 15 The angel of the Lord spoke to Elijah and said, “Go down with him. Do not be afraid of their face.” Elijah arose and went down with him to the king. 16 Elijah spoke to him and said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘Why was it that you sent to consult with Baal-zebub, god of Ekron? Is it not the case that the bed on which you ascended there is one that you will not descend from it, for you will die by death?’ ” 17 He died according to the word of the Lord that Elijah spoke. 18 The rest of the deeds of Ahaziah that he did, behold, are these not written in the document of the words of the annals of the kings of Israel? 18a And Joram son of Ahab reigned over Israel in Samaria twelve years in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. 18b And he did what is evil before the Lord, except not as his brothers, nor as his mother. 18c And he sent away the pillars of Baal, which his father made, and he crushed them, except he clung to the sins of the house of Jeroboam, who caused Israel to sin; he did not depart from them. 18d And the Lord was enraged with wrath toward the house of Ahab. 




Elijah Taken to Heaven

2 It happened when the Lord brought up Elijah in the air and so into heaven that Elijah and Elisha went out from Jericho. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Look, sit here now, for God has sent me to Bethel.” Elisha said, “As the Lord lives and as your soul lives, cursed if I will leave you!” So, he went to Bethel. 3 The sons of the prophets who were in Bethel went to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will remove your master from above your head?” He said, “Yes, I know, but you keep silent!” 4 Elijah said to Elisha, “Remain here, because the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” He said, “As the Lord lives and as your soul lives, cursed if I will leave you!” They went to Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who were in Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will remove your master from over your head?” He said, “Yes I know, but you keep silent!” 6 Elijah said to him, “Remain here because the Lord sent me as far as to the Jordan,” and Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, cursed if I will leave you.” Both of them went. 7 Fifty men, the sons of the prophets, stood opposite them from a distance. Both of them stood at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his sheepskin, rolled it up, and struck the water. The water divided on one side and on the other side, and both of them crossed to the desert. 9 It happened when they had crossed that Elijah said to Elisha, “What can I do for you before I am taken up from you?” Elisha said, “May your spirit become twofold on me.” 10 Elijah said, “You have hardened to ask. If you see me taken up from you, then it will be in this way. If not, then it will not be so.” 11 It happened as they were walking, they went along and spoke. Look, a chariot of fire and a horse of fire! And he separated between the two of them. Elijah was taken up in the air as into heaven. 12 Elisha saw and cried, “Father, Father, the chariot of Israel and his horses!” He did not see him any longer. He took hold of his garments and tore them into two fragments. 13 He raised the sheepskin of Elijah that had fallen from upon Elisha. And he stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the sheepskin of Elijah that fell on top of him, and he struck the water. And he said, “Where is the God of Elijah?” He struck the water, and it divided to the one side and to the other side, and Elisha crossed. 15 The sons of the prophets and those who were in Jericho saw him from the opposite side. They said, “The spirit of Elijah has rested upon Elisha.” They came to meet him and did reverence to him on the land. 16 They said to him, “Look, we are with your servants, fifty men who are sons of strength. Let them go and search for your master, in case the Spirit of the Lord discovered him and brought him to the Jordan or onto one of the mountains or onto one of the hills.” Elisha said, “Do not send them.” 17 They urged him until he was ashamed, and so he said, “Send them.” They sent fifty men, and they searched for three days but did not find him. 18 And he was living in Jericho. Elisha said, “Did they not say to you, ‘Don’t go?’ ” 

Elisha Performs Miracles

19 The men of the city said to Elisha, “Look, the situation of the city is good just as the master sees. However, the water is bad, and the land is barren.” 20 Elisha said, “Bring me a new small jar and put salt there.” They brought it to him. 21 Elisha went out to the spring of water and threw salt in it. He said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘I have cured this water; no longer will death be there and it be unproductive.’ ” 22 The waters were purified until this day, according to the word Elisha had spoken. 

23 He went up from there to Bethel. While he was traveling on the road, young children went out from the town and mocked him. They said to him, “Go up, bald man! Go up!” 24 He looked around after them and saw them. He cursed them in the name of the Lord. Look, two bears came out from the forest and tore apart forty-two children from them. 25 He went from there to Mount Carmel and then returned to Samaria. 




Moab’s Revolt

3 Joram son of Ahab became king in Israel in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, and he reigned for twelve years. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, but not as his father and not as his mother had done. He removed the stones of Baal that his father had made. 3 Nevertheless, he clung to the sin of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who had caused Israel to sin. He did not turn away from it. 

4 Mesha, king of Moab, was an owner of sheep, and he turned to the king of Israel in the rising up of a hundred thousand lambs and a hundred thousand woolly rams. 5 It happened that after Ahab died, the king of Moab revolted against the king of Israel. 6 On that day, King Joram went out from Samaria and numbered Israel. 7 He went and sent to Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, saying, “The king of Moab revolted against me. Will you go with me to Moab to battle?” He said, “I will go up. Just like me, so like you. As my people, so are your people. As my horses, so are your horses.” 8 He said, “By which way shall I go up?” He said, “By the way of the wilderness of Edom.” 9 And the king of Israel and the king of Judah and the king of Edom went and circled around a way of seven days. And there was not water for the encampment or the livestock that were at their feet. 10 And the king of Israel said, “O, has the Lord indeed called the three kings who passed by to give them into the hand of Moab?” 11 Jehoshaphat said, “Is there no prophet of the Lord here, that we may seek after the Lord from him?” One of the servants of the king of Israel answered and said, “Here is Elisha the son of Jehoshaphat, who poured water on the hands of Elijah.” 12 Jehoshaphat said, “The word is with him.” And there went down to him the king of Israel; Jehoshaphat, king of Judah; and the king of Edom. 13 Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What do we have to do with each other?a Go to the prophets of your father.” The king of Israel said to him, “No, because the Lord called the three kings in order to give them into the hands of Moab.” 14 Elisha said, “As the Lord of the powers lives, whom I stand before him, that unless I take in the face of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, or I looked at you and saw you. 15 Now bring me harpists.” It happened that as the harpist played, the hand of the Lord came upon him. 16 And he said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘Make this brook ditches, ditches.’ 17 For this is what the Lord says: ‘You will not see wind, nor will you see rain, but this brook will be filled with water, and you, your property, and your livestock will drink.’ 18 This is also a light matter in the eyes of the Lord. He will give Moab into your hand. 19 You will strike every strong city, and you will overthrow every good timber. You shall block up all the springs of water, and with stones you will render every good piece of land useless.” 20 It happened early in the morning, when the sacrifice would be offered up; look, water began from the direction of Edom, and the land was filled with water. 21 All Moab heard that the kings went up to fight them, and they called out all those girded up with battle gear. And they said, “Alas!” and stood on the border. 22 They rose up early, and the sun was rising on the water. From across, Moab saw the water, red as blood. 23 They said, “This is blood from the sword. The kings fought and each struck down his neighbor. Now, to the spoils, Moab!” 24 They entered into the fort of Israel. Israelites arose and beat Moab, and they fled from their face. They invaded and struck Moab. 25 They destroyed the towns, and each man threw a stone on every good parcel. They filled it, and they stopped up every spring. They cut down every good tree. Only the stones of the wall were left behind, having been removed. The slingers surrounded and struck it down. 26 The king of Moab saw that the battle prevailed over him. He took with him seven hundred men, who drew the sword to cut through to the king of Edom, but he was not able. 27 He took his firstborn son, who reigned in place of him. He offered him as a whole burnt offering on the wall. Great regret came upon Israel, and they departed from him and returned to the land. 




Elisha and the Widow’s Oil

4 One woman from the sons of the prophets cried aloud to Elisha, saying, “Your servant, my husband, died, and you know that the servant was one who feared the Lord. But the moneylender has come to take my two sons for his own slaves.” 2 Elisha said, “What can I do for you? What is yours in your house?” But she said, “Nothing belongs to your servant—nothing other than olive oil, with which I anoint.” 3 He said to her, “Go! Ask for vessels for yourself outside from all the neighbors, empty vessels. Don’t skimp. 4 You will enter and shut the door after you and after your sons. Pour into these jars and take up the full ones.” 5 She departed from him, and she shut the door after her and after her sons. They brought the jars to her, and she poured until the vessels were filled. 6 And she said to her sons, “Bring me a further vessel.” And they said to her, “There is no further vessel.” And the olive oil stood. 7 She went and reported to the man of God. Elisha said, “Go and sell the oil. You can repay your interest, and you and your sons can live on the remaining oil.” 

Elisha and the Shunammite Woman

8 A day came and Elisha crossed to Shunem. A great woman was there. She prevailed on him to eat bread, and it happened, as often as he came by, he turned aside to eat there. 9 The woman said to her husband, “Look, now I know that this one who passes by us at all times is a holy man of God. 10 Let us make a small upper place for him, and let us put for him there a bed, a table, a couch, and a lampstand. He will, when he comes to us, turn aside there.” 11 It happened on a day he passed by there and turned aside to the upper room and slept there. 12 He said to Gehazi his servant, “Call to me this Shunammite woman.” He called her, and she stood before him. 13 He said to him, “Say to her, ‘Look, you have astonished us all with possessions. What should I do for you? If there is a word for you to the king or to the commander of the army?’ ” She said, “I am living in the midst of the people.” 14 He said, “What is necessary to do for her?” Gehazi, his servant, said, “However, there is no son to her, and her husband is old.” 15 He called her, and she stood beside the door. 16 Elisha said to her, “At this time when the season lives,a you will embrace a son.” But she said, “No, my lord. Do not deceive your servant.” 17 The woman became pregnant.b She brought forth a son at this time as the hour was living, just as Elisha spoke to her. 18 The child grew, and there was a time when he went out to his father with the reapers. 19 He said to his father, “My head, my head.” He said to a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20 He fell asleep on her knees until noon, and he died. 21 She lifted him and set him on the bed of the man of God. She shut the door behind him and left. 22 She called her husband and said, “Send to me one of the servants and one donkey. I will run to the man of God and return.” 23 And he said, “Why is it that you go to him today? It is not a new moon or Sabbath.” But she said, “Peace.” 24 She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead. Go. Do not hold back for me to go forward that if I tell you.” 25 Going, she went and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. It came to pass as Elisha saw her coming, he said to Gehazi, his servant, “Look, there is the Shunammite woman. 26 Run to meet her and say, ‘Is there peace with you? Or is there peace with your husband? Or is there peace with the boy?’ ” She said, “There is peace.” 27 She went to Elisha at the mountain and took hold of his feet. Gehazi came near to push her away. Elisha said, “Leave her because her soul is afflicted in her, but the Lord has hidden it from me and you and has not told it to me.” 28 She said, “Did I ask for a son from my master? For did I not say, ‘Don’t deceive me?’ ” 29 Elisha said to Gehazi, “Gird your loins and take my staff in your hand and go. For if you meet someone, do not bless him. If a man blesses you, do not answer him. Put my staff on the face of the boy.” 30 The mother of the boy said, “As the Lord lives and as your soul lives, cursed if I will leave you.” Elisha arose and went after her. 31 Gehazi went on ahead of him and put the staff on the face of the boy, but there was no sound, nor was anything heard. He returned to meet him and reported to him, saying, “The boy has not awakened.” 32 Elisha entered into the house and look, the boy was dead and lying on his bed. 33 Elisha entered into the house and shut the door on the two of them. He prayed to the Lord. 34 He ascended and lay on the boy. He put his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his hands. He bent over him, and the flesh of the boy warmed. 35 He turned and went in the house up and down. He ascended and bent down over the boy for seven times, and the boy opened his eyes. 36 Elisha called to Gehazi and said, “Call this Shunammite.” He called and went in to him. Elisha said, “Take your son.” 37 The woman entered and fell down at his feet and worshiped on the earth. She took her son and left. 

Elisha and the Kettle of Stew

38 Elisha returned to Gilgal. The famine was in the land, and the sons of the prophets sat before him. Elisha said to his servant, “Put on the kettle and boil pottage for the sons of the prophets.” 39 He went into the field to gather herbs. He discovered a vine in the field and collected from it a wild gourd in the folds of his garment and threw it into the kettle of pottage because no one knew what they were. 40 So it was given to the men to eat. It happened when they ate from the pottage, behold! They shouted and said, “Death is in the kettle, O man of God,” and they were not able to eat. 41 He said, “Take flour and throw it into the kettle.” Elisha said to Gehazi the servant, “Pour it out to the people and let them eat it.” Nothing was remaining there that was bad in the kettle. 

Elisha Feeds One Hundred Men

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah. He brought twenty barley bread loaves of the firstfruits and fruitcakes to the man of God. He said, “Give it to the people, and let them eat.” 43 His servant said, “How can I do this before a hundred men?” He said, “Give it to the people, and let them eat, because this is what the Lord says: ‘They will eat, and they will leave something.’ ” 44 They ate, and they had leftovers according to the word of the Lord. 




Elisha Heals Naaman

5 Naaman was the ruler of the army of Aram. He was a great man before his master and was admired to his face because, through him, the Lord gave victory to Aram. The man was a strong soldier who had become leprous. 2 Arameans went out lightly armed and captured from the land of Israel a small young woman. She was a servant before the wife of Naaman. 3 She said to her mistress, “Would that my master was in front of the prophet of God who is in Samaria. Then he would cure him from his leprosy.” 4 She went in and reported to her master. She said, “So and so, the young woman from the land of Israel spoke.” 5 The king of Aram said to Naaman, “Go, enter, and I will send a document to the king of Israel.” He went and took in his hand ten talents of silver and six thousand gold pieces and ten changes of clothing. 6 He carried the document to the king of Israel, saying, “Now there comes this document to you. Look, I have sent to you Naaman, my servant. You will cure him from his leprosy.” 7 It happened when the king of Israel read the document, he tore his garments and said, “Am I God that I should kill and make alive? For this one sends to me to cure a man from his leprosy. Surely you know and see that this one seeks a quarrel against me.” 8 It happened when Elisha heard that the king of Israel tore his garments, he sent to the king of Israel, saying, “Why did you tear your garments? Let Naaman come to me, and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 Naaman went with horse and chariot and came to a stop at the door of the house of Elisha. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go! Wash seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will return to you, and you will be clean.” 11 Naaman became wrathful and departed. He said, “Look, they said to me surely he would come out and call upon the name of his God. He would put his hand on the place, and it would recover from the leprosy. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not go to wash in them and be cleansed?” He turned and departed in wrath. 13 His servants came and spoke to him, “If the prophet spoke to you a great matter, would you not do it? But you would not do it because he said to you, ‘Wash and be cleansed!’ ” 14 And so Naaman went down and immersed himself in the Jordan seven times according to the word of Elisha. His flesh returned like the flesh of a small child, and he was cleansed. 15 He returned to Elisha, he and all his camp. He went and stood and said, “Look, I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel. Now accept the gift from your servant.” 16 Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, whom I stand before him, cursed if I will accept it.” He pressed him to take it, but he refused. 17 Naaman said, “If you will not, please give your servant a gomer, a yoke of mules, because your servant will no longer make a whole burnt offering and a sacrifice to other gods except to the Lord. 18 By this word also the Lord will pardon your servant. When my master enters into the house of Rimmon to bow down there, and he shall rest upon my hand, and I shall bow down in the house of Rimmon when he bows down in the house of Rimmon, may the Lord pardon your servant in this matter.” 19 Elisha said to Naaman, “Go in peace!” And he departed from him for a little way along the land. 

The Greed of Elisha’s Servant

20 Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, said, “Look, my master spared Naaman, this Aramean, by not taking from his hand what he brought. As the Lord lives, surely, I will run after him and take something from him.” 21 Gehazi pursued after Naaman, and Naaman saw him running after him. He turned from the chariot to meet him. 22 He said, “Peace. My master sent me, saying, ‘Look, two youths from the mountains of Ephraim, from the sons of the prophets, have come to me. Give to them a talent of silver and two changes of clothes.’ ” 23 Naaman said, “Take two talents of silver. Take them in two bags and two changes of clothes.” He gave them to two of his servants and took them up before him. 24 They came to the dark, and he took them from their hands and set the items in the house. He discharged the men. 25 He went in and stood by his master. Elisha said to him, “Where were you, Gehazi?” Gehazi said, “Your servant did not go here or there.” 26 Elisha said to him, “Did not my heart go with you when the man turned from the chariot to meet you? Now you took the silver, you took the garments, and olive yards, vineyards, sheep, oxen, male servants, and female servants? 27 The leprosy of Naaman will cling to you and to your seed for eternity.” He went out from his face, having become leprous like snow. 




The Floating Axe Head

6 The sons of the prophets said to Elisha, “Look, the place in which we reside before you is small for us. 2 Let us go to the Jordan and let us take from there each one a single beam. Let us make for ourselves there a place to live there.” He said, “Come on!” 3 One said, “Kindly come with your servants.” He said, “I will come.” 4 He went with them. They went to the Jordan and cut down trees. 5 Look, one was cutting down the tree, and the axe head fell into the water. He cried out, “O master, it was hidden.”a 6 The man of God said, “Where did it fall?” He showed to him the place. He snipped off a stick and threw it there, and the axe head floated. 7 He said, “Lift it up yourself.” So, he stretched out the hand and took it. 

Elisha Outs the Arameans

8 The king of Aram was fighting against Israel. He planned with his subjects, saying, “I will set up camp in this certain place.” 9 Elisha sent to the king of Israel, saying, “Watch out! Do not pass by through that place because Arameans are hidden there.” 10 The king of Israel sent to the place that Elisha had said to him. He watched from there not merely one nor two places. 11 The soul of the king of Aram was enraged concerning this matter. He called his servants and said to them, “Will you not announce to me who has betrayed me to the king of Israel?” 12 One of his subordinates said, “None, O king, my master, except Elisha the prophet who is in Israel. He tells the king of Israel all the words, whatever you say in the inner room of your bedchamber.” 13 He said, “Come, see where this one is. And I will send and take him.” He reported to him saying, “Look, he is in Dothan.” 14 He sent horse, chariotry, and strong military strength there. They came by night and surrounded the city. 15 The servant of Elisha awoke, arose, and went out. Look, an army was surrounding the city, along with horse and chariotry. The servant said to him, “O master, what will we do?” 16 Elisha said, “Do not fear because those who are with us are more numerous than those who are with them.” 17 Elisha prayed and said, “Lord, open the eyes of the servant and let him see.” The Lord opened his eyes, and he looked, and look, the mountain was full of horses and chariotry of fire all around Elisha. 18 He went down to him and prayed to the Lord and said, “Strike this people with blindness.” He struck them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 19 Elisha said to them, “This is not the city, nor is this the way. Follow after me, and I will bring you to the man whom you seek.” So, he led them to Samaria. 20 It happened that when they entered into Samaria, Elisha said, “Open, I pray Lord, their eyes, and let them see.” And he opened their eyes, and they saw. Look, they were in the center of Samaria. 21 The king of Israel said, when he saw them, “Shall I, striking, strike them, O father?” 22 He said, “You shall not strike. Would you not strike those whom you took prisoner with your sword and your bow? Set bread and water before them and let them eat and drink. Then let them depart to their master.” 23 He set before them a great dinner. They ate and drank, and he sent them to their master. Lightly armed groups of Syria did not enter again any more into the land of Israel. 

The Siege of Samaria

24 It happened after this that the son of Hadad, king of Aram, mustered all his army. Then he went up and besieged Samaria 25 There was a great famine in Samaria, and look, they laid siege against it until the time when the head of a donkey was worth fifty of silver, and a quarter of a caba of dung of pigeons was worth five of silver. 26 As the king of Israel was passing by the wall, a woman cried to him, saying, “Save me, O lord, O king!” 27 And he said to her, “If the Lord is not able to save you, where will I save you from? Not from a threshing floor, or from a winepress?” 28 And the king said to her, “What is with you?” And she said, “This woman said to me, ‘Give your son, and we will eat him today, and my son, we will eat him tomorrow.’ 29 We boiled my son and ate him. I said to her on the next day, ‘Give your son, and we will eat him.’ But she hid her son.” 30 It happened when the king heard the words of the woman, he tore his garments. And as he passed by on the wall, the people saw the sackcloth on his body underneath. 31 This one said, “May God do to me and more, if the head of Elisha stands on him today.” 32 Elisha sat in his house, and the elders sat with him. He sent a man before his face, before the messenger came to him. Then he said to the elders, “Had you known that the son of the murderer sent to remove my head? Look, when the messenger comes, shut the door and hold it shut in the door. Is not the sound of the feet of his master behind him?” 33 While he was talking with them, behold, the messenger came down to him, and he said, “Look, this evil is from the Lord. Why should I wait for the Lord any longer?” 




The Siege Lifted

7 Elisha said, “Hear the word of the Lord. This is what the Lord says: ‘About this time tomorrow, a measure of flour will be sold for a shekel in the gates of Samaria.’ ” 2 The officer on whom the king rested on his hand answered Elisha and said, “Look, if the Lord makes a flood from the heavens, will this matter really happen?” Elisha said, “Look, you will see with the eyes, but you will not eat from it.” 

3 Four men were leprous beside the gate of the city. A man said to his neighbor, “Why are we sitting here until we die? 4 If we say, ‘Let us enter into the city,’ the famine is in the city, and we will die there. If we remain here, we will die. Now, come and let us go over to the army of Aram. If they allow us to live, then we will live. If they kill us, then we will die.” 5 They arose in the dark to go to the army of Aram. They came to the middle of the army of Aram. And behold! No man was there. 6 The Lord made the army of Aram to hear the sound of the chariotry, the sound of the horse, the sound of a great army. A man said to his neighbor, “Now the king of Israel hired against us the king of the Hittites and the king of Egypt in order to come to us.” 7 They arose and ran away in the darkness. They abandoned their tents, their horses, and their donkeys in the camp as it is, and they fled for their life. 8 These lepers went in to the edge of the camp and entered into one tent. They ate and drank and carried away from there silver and gold and garments. They went and returned from there and entered into another tent. They took from here and went and hid. 9 A man said to his neighbor, “We are not doing in this way. This day is a day of good tidings, and we remain silent. If we wait until the light of the early morning, then we will find evil. Come, and let us go to and report to the house of the king.” 10 They entered and called to the gate of the city, and they announced to them, saying, “We went in to the camp of Aram. Look, no man is there nor the sound of a man, only tethered horses and donkeys, and their tents as they were.” 11 The gatekeepers shouted and they announced to the house of the king within. 12 The king stood in the night and said to his servants, “I will tell you what Aram has done to us. They know that we are hungry, and they have gone out from the camp and have hidden in the fields, saying, ‘They will come out from the city, and we will capture them alive. Then we will go into the city.’ ” 13 One of his servants answered and said, “Let them take five of the horses that remain among those who are left behind here. Look, they are with all the mass of Israel who remain. We will send there and see.” 14 They took two riders of horses, and the king of Israel sent after the king of Aram, saying, “Go and see.” 15 They went after them as far as the Jordan. Look, all the road was full of garments and objects that the Arameans had thrown away. After they were surprised, the messengers returned and reported to the king. 16 The people went out and tore apart the camp of the Arameans. It happened that a measure of flour sold for a shekel according to the word of the Lord, and two measures of barley for a shekel. 

17 The king appointed the officer on whom the king rested his hand on the gate. The people trampled him in the gate, and he died just as the man of God said, who had spoken when the messenger came down to him. 18 It happened as Elisha spoke to the king, saying, “Two measures of barley will sell for a shekel and a measure of flour for a shekel. It will be as at this time tomorrow in the gate of Samaria.” 19 The officer answered Elisha and said, “Look, if the Lord makes a flood from the heavens, will this matter really happen?” Elisha said, “Look, you will see with your eyes, but you will not eat from it.” 20 So it happened that the people trampled him in the gate and he died. 




Land Restored to the Shunammite Woman

8 Elisha said to the woman, whose son he restored to life, saying, “Get up and go, you and your house, and live wherever you dwell, because the Lord has decreed a famine in the land. It has come on the land for seven years.” 2 The woman arose and did according to the word of Elisha. She and her household went and lived in the land of the foreigners for seven years. 3 It happened after the end of seven years that the woman returned from the fields of the foreigners into the city. She went to cry to the king concerning her own house and concerning her own land. 4 The king was talking to Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, saying, “Carry over to me all the great things that Elisha did.” 5 It happened as he was relating to the king how he brought to life a boy who had died, look, the woman whose son Elisha had restored to life was crying to the king concerning her own house and concerning her own fields. Gehazi said, “O lord king, this is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha brought to life.” 6 The king asked the woman, and she told him. The king gave to her one eunuch, saying, “Return all that was hers, the produce of the field from the day when she left the land until now.” 

Hazael Murders the Son of Hadad

7 Elisha went to Damascus, and the son of Hadad, king of Aram, was ill. And he reported to him, saying, “The man of God has reached unto this place.” 8 The king said to Hazael, “Take a maanaa in your hand and go to meet the man of God. Consult the Lord through him, saying, ‘Will I live from this my sickness?’ ” 9 And Hazael went to meet him. He took a maana in his hand, all the goods of Damascus, a load of forty camels, as gifts. He came and stood before him and said to Elisha, “Your son, the son of Hadad, king of Aram, sent me to you to inquire, saying, ‘Will I recover from this sickness of mine?’ ” 10 Elisha said, “Go and say, ‘You will live by life, and the Lord has made known to me that you will die by death.’ ” 11 He stood to his face to the point of embarrassment. Then the man of God wept. 12 Hazael said, “Why is it that my lord weeps?” He said, “Because I know how much evil you will do to the sons of Israel. You will send their forts into fire. You will kill their select men with a sword. You will throw down their children. You will rip up those who are pregnant.”b 13 Hazael said, “How is it that your servant, the dead dog, will do this thing?” Elisha said, “The Lord has shown me that you will become king over Israel.” 14 He left Elisha and went in to his master. He said to him, “What did Elisha say to you?” He said, “He said to me, ‘You will live by life.’ ” 15 It happened on the next day that he took the chabbac and dipped it in the water and covered over his face so that he died. Hazael ruled in his place. 

Joram Reigns in Judah

16 In the fifth year of Joram son of Ahab, king of Israel, while Jehoshaphat was king of Judah, Joram son of Jehoshaphat became king of Judah. 17 He was the son of thirty-two years when he became king, and he ruled forty years in Jerusalem. 18 He walked in the way of the kings of Israel as the house of Ahab had done, because the daughter of Ahab was to him for a wife. He did evil before the Lord. 19 The Lord did not want to destroy Judah on account of David, his servant, just as he said, to give to him a lamp all the days. 20 In his days Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah, and they appointed a king over themselves. 21 Joram went up to Zair, and all the chariots with him. It happened that he arose and struck the Edomites who surrounded him and the chiefs of the chariots. The people fled into their tents. 22 Edom has revolted from under the hand of Judah until this day. Then Libnah revolted at that time. 23 The rest of the deeds of Joram and all, whatever he did, behold, are these not written in the document of the deeds of the annals of the kings of Judah? 24 Joram slept with his fathers. He was buried with his fathers in the city of his father David, and Ahaziah, his son, ruled in place of him. 

Ahaziah Reigns in Judah

25 In the twelfth year of Joram son of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahaziah son of Joram became king. 26 Ahaziah was the son of twenty-two years when he became king, and he ruled for one year in Israel. The name of his mother was Athaliah daughter of Omri, king of Israel. 27 He walked in the way of the house of Ahab. He did evil before the Lord as the house of Ahab. 28 He walked with Joram son of Ahab to battle with Hazael, king of the foreigners, in Ramoth-gilead. The Arameans struck Joram. 29 King Joram returned to be cured in Israel from the wounds with which they struck him in Ramah when he fought with Hazael, king of Aram. Ahaziah son of Joram went down to see Joram son of Ahab in Israel because he was ill. 




Jehu Anointed King of Israel

9 Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets and said to him, “Gird your loins and take the bottle of this olive oil in your hand and go to Ramoth-gilead. 2 And you shall go in there, and there you will see Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi, and you will go in and raise him from the midst of his brothers, and you will bring him into the chamber in the chamber. 3 Take the bottle of olive oil and pour it on his head and say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “I have anointed you as king over Israel.” ’ And you shall open the door and run. Do not wait around.” 4 And the young prophet went to Ramoth-gilead. 5 He arrived, and look, the chiefs of the army sat. He said, “I have a word for you, the ruler.” Jehu said, “For which of all of us?” He said, “For you, the ruler.” 6 He stood and entered into the house. He poured the olive oil on his head and said to him, “This is what the Lord the God of Israel says: ‘I have anointed you as king over the people of the Lord, over Israel. 7 You will destroy the house of Ahab, your master, from your face, and you will avenge the blood of my servants, the prophets, and the blood of all of the servants of the Lord from the hand of Jezebel. 8 From the hand of the whole house of Ahab, I will destroy in the house of Ahab, he who urinates toward a wall, both the one who comes and the one left behind in Israel. 9 I will give the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat and like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah. 10 The dogs will devour Jezebel in the plot of Israel, and there is none who will bury her.’ ” He opened the door and fled. 11 Jehu went out to the servants of his lord and they said to him, “Peace? Why is it that this crazy one came to you?” He said to them, “You know the man and his talk.” 12 And he said, “It is wrong! Report to us.” Jehu said to them, “So and so he said to me, saying, and he said, ‘This is what the Lord says: “I have anointed you as king over Israel.” ’ ” 13 And when they heard this they hurried, and each took his outer garment and placed it under him upon the garema of the steps, and they gave a signal by the horn and said, “Jehu became king!” 

Jehu Kills Joram and Ahaziah

14 Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi, conspired against Joram. Joram himself kept watch in Ramoth-gilead and all Israel from before Hazael, king of Aram. 15 And Joram, the king, returned to be cured in Israel from the wounds of which the Arameans had mocked him when they fought with Hazael, king of Aram. Jehu said, “If your soul is with me, do not let anyone go out of the city to escape in order to go and report in Israel.” 16 Jehu rode and went and descended in Israel because Joram, king of Israel, served in Israel from the arrows that the Arameans shot at him in Ramoth, in the battle with Hazael, king of Syria, because he was strong. A man of the army and Ahaziah, king of Judah, went down to see Joram. 17 The guard went up on the tower of Israel and saw the dust of Jehu when he was coming and said, “I see a dust cloud.” Joram said, “Take a rider and send him before them and say, ‘Surely there is peace?’ ” 18 The rider of the horse went to meet them, and he said, “Thus says the king: ‘Surely there is peace?’ ” Jehu said, “What is it with you and peace? Return in behind me.” The guard reported, saying, “The messenger came to them, but he not did return.” 19 He sent a rider of a second horse and went to him and said, “This is what the king says: ‘Surely there is peace?’ ” Jehu said, “What is it with you and peace? Return in behind me.” 20 The guard reported, saying, “He went to them, but he did not return. The moving is how Jehu son of Nimshi moves because he proceeds in madness.” 21 Joram said, “Put the yoke on!” And he yoked a team. And Joram, king of Israel, and Ahaziah, king of Judah, went out, each in his chariot. They went out to meet Jehu and found him in the plot of Naboth, the Israelite. 22 It happened when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, “Surely there is peace, Jehu?” Jehu said, “How is there peace while the immorality of Jezebel, your mother, and her many medicines remain?” 23 Joram turned his hands and fled. Then he said to Ahaziah, “Treachery, Ahaziah!” 24 Jehu filled his hand with the bow and struck Joram between his arms. His arrow went out through his heart, and he slumped on his knees. 25 He said to Bidkar, his officer, “Throw him in the portion of the field of Naboth, the Israelite. Because I remember, you and I were mounting on a chariot behind Ahab, his father, and the Lord took to him this word: 26 ‘Unless yesterday I saw the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will repay it on this plot,’ declares the Lord. Now, pick up and throw him on the plot according to the word of the Lord.” 27 Ahaziah, king of Judah, saw and fled on the road to Beth-haggan. Jehu pursued after him and said, “Him also!” He struck him against the chariot when he went up to Ai, which is Ibleam, but he fled to Megiddo and died there. 28 His servants caused to mount him on the chariot, and they led him to Jerusalem and buried him in his tomb in the city of David. 

29 In the eleventh year of Joram, king of Israel, Ahaziah reigned over Judah. 

Jehu Kills Jezebel

30 Jehu went to Israel, and Jezebel heard and painted her eyes. She adorned her head and peered through the window. 31 Jehu entered into the city, and she said, “Surely there is peace, Zimri, the murderer of his lord?” 32 He raised his face to the window and saw her. He said, “Who are you? Come down with me!” Two eunuchs bent down to him. 33 He said, “Throw her down.” And they threw her down. Some of her blood was spattered at the wall and at the horses, and they trampled her underfoot. 34 And he went in and ate and drank. He said, “Look after, I pray, this cursed woman. Bury her because she is the daughter of a king.” 35 They went out to bury her, but they did not find any part of her other than the skull, the feet, and the palms of the hands. 36 They returned and reported to him. He said, “This is the word of the Lord that he spoke by the hand of Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘On the plot of Israel, the dogs will devour the flesh of Jezebel. 37 The body of Jezebel will be like dung on the face of the field in the plot of Israel, so they do not say, “This is Jezebel.” ’ ” 




Jehu Kills Ahab’s Family

10 Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. Jehu wrote a document and sent it to Samaria, to the chiefs of Samaria and to the elders and to the caring of Ahab, saying, 2 “Now as soon as this document comes to you, and the sons of your master are with you and your chariots and horses, as well as fortified cities and weapons, 3 look for the good and the upright among the sons of your master, and set him on the throne of his father. You make war on behalf of the house of your master.” 4 They were very frightened and said, “Look, two kings have not stood against his face. How will we stand?” 5 Those who were over the house, those who were over the city, the elders, and the caretakers sent to Jehu, saying, “We are your servants, and whatever you say to us we will do. We will not make anyone king. You shall do that which is good in your eyes.” 6 He wrote to them a second document, saying, “If you are with me and you listen to my voice, take the heads of the men of the sons of your master and bring them to me about this time tomorrow in Israel.” The sons of the king were seventy men. These men of the city were rearing them. 7 It happened that when the document came to them, they took the sons of the king, and they killed seventy men of them. They put their heads in baskets and sent them to him in Israel. 8 The messenger arrived and reported, saying, “They have brought the heads of the sons of the king.” He said, “Put them in two piles beside the door of the gates of the city until the morning.” 9 It happened early in the morning that he went out and stood and said to all the people, “You are righteous. Look, I am the one who conspired against my master and killed him. But who struck all these? 10 See, then, that nothing will fall from the word of the Lord to the earth that the Lord spoke against the house of Ahab. The Lord has done what he said through the hand of his servant Elijah.” 11 Jehu struck down everyone in the house of Ahab who was left behind in Israel, along with all his men, his acquaintances, and his priests, so that there was not a remnant left behind for them. 12 He stood and went to Samaria. He was in Beth-eked of the Shepherds on the way. 13 Jehu found the brothers of Ahaziah, king of Judah, and said, “Who are you?” They said, “We are the brothers of Ahaziah. We have come down for the welfare of the sons of the king and of the sons of the queen.” 14 He said, “Take them alive!” And they killed them in Beth-eked, forty-two men. He did not leave any of them. 

Jehu Kills the Prophets of Baal

15 He went from there and took Jonadab son of Rechab for a meeting with him. He blessed him, and Jehu said to him, “Is your heart with my heart in rightness, just as my heart is with your heart?” Jonadab said, “It is.” Jehu said, “If it is, give your hand.” He gave his hand, and he lifted him up to him on the chariot. 16 He said to him, “Come with me and see I am zealous for the Lord.” He put him in his chariot. 17 And he entered into Samaria and struck all the ones who were left behind by Ahab in Samaria until he had destroyed him according to the word of the Lord, which he spoke to Elijah. 18 Jehu was jealous of all the people and said to them, “Ahab served Baal a little, Jehu will serve him a lot. 19 Now! Summon to me all the prophets of Baal, all his servants, and his priests. Let no man be overlooked because I will make a great offering to Baal. Everyone who ever overlooks the offering will not live.” But Jehu acted in deception in order to destroy the servants of Baal. 20 Jehu said, “Dedicate a priestess of Baal.” Then he made a proclamation. 21 Jehu sent through all Israel, saying, “Now, all his servants and all his priests and all his prophets should not be abandoned because I will make a great sacrifice. Whoever is abandoned shall not live.” All the servants of Baal and all his priests and all his prophets came, with no one left who was not present. They came to the house of Baal, and the house of Baal was filled door to door.a 22 And he said to the one over the house of the wardrobe, “Bring out a garment to all the servants of Baal.” The wardrobe keeper brought out garments for them. 23 Jehu and Jonadab son of Rechab entered into the house of Baal and said to the servant of Baal, “Look around and see if there are with you any servants of the Lord except the servants of Baal alone.” 24 He entered to make sacrifices and offerings. Jehu stationed for himself eighty men outside and said, “Men, whoever preserves alive any of the men whom I lead into your hands, it will be his life in place of his life.” 25 It happened when he finished making the burnt offering that Jehu said to the bodyguard and to the officers, “Entering, you shall strike them. Let none of them escape.” They struck them with the mouth of the sword. The guards and the officers threw away the bodies. They went to the city, to the house of Baal. 26 They brought out the garment of Baal and set it on fire. 27 They destroyed the pillar of Baal and struck it as an outhouse until this day. 28 And Jehu removed Baal from out of Israel. 29 However, from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin, Jehu did not turn away from them—the golden heifers in Bethel and in Dan. 

Jehu Reigns in Israel

30 The Lord said to Jehu, “Because of this, you have done well to do what is right in my eyes, concerning all that was in my heart which you have done to the house of Ahab; your sons will sit with you on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation.” 31 Jehu was not careful to walk in the law of the Lord God of Israel with his whole heart. He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam, who caused Israel to sin. 

The Death of Jehu

32 In those days the Lord began to make the land smaller in Israel. Hazael struck them, and in every border of Israel, 33 from the Jordan to the east,b all of the Gilead, the Gadites, the Reubenites, and the Manassites, from Aroer, which is at the edge of the brook Arnon and Gilead and Bashan. 34 The rest of the matters of Jehu, all that he did and all his deeds and the alliances that he bound together, are these not written on the document of the matters of the annals for the kings of Israel? 35 Jehu rested with his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria. Jehoahaz, his son, ruled in place of him. 36 The days that Jehu ruled over Israel were twenty-eight years in Samaria. 




Athaliah Reigns in Judah

11 Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her son died, and she destroyed all the seed of the kingdom. 2 Jehosheba, daughter of King Joram and sister of Ahaziah, took Joash, the son of her brother, and stole him from among the sons of the king who were being put to death, he and his nurse in the inner room of the beds. She hid him from the face of Athaliah, and he was not destroyed. 3 He was with her in the housea hidden for six years while Athaliah ruled over the land. 

Jehoida Anoints Joash as King

4 In the seventh year, Jehoiada sent and took the leaders of a hundred, the Hori and the Rasim. He led them to him in the house of the Lord and he made a covenant of the Lord with them. Then he swore an oath and Jehoiada showed the son of the king to them. 5 He commanded them, saying, “This is the word that you will do. Let a third of you enter on the Sabbath and put a guard of the house of the king at the gate; 6 a third at the gate of the roads; and a third at the gate behind the bodyguard, and you shall appoint the guard of the house. 7 And there shall be two hands among you, everyone who goes out on the Sabbath shall keep guard over the house of the Lord for the king. 8 Surround the king in a circle, each one with his weapon in his hand. The one who enters into the aedothb shall die. Let it be with the king when he comes out and when he enters.” 9 The leaders of a hundred did everything just as Jehoiada the wise commanded. Each took his men and those who were going in on the Sabbath. Then he went in to Jehoiada the priest. 10 The priest gave to the leaders of a hundred the lances and the thirdsc of King David that were in the house of the Lord. 11 The guards stood, each with his weapon in his hand, from the side of the house on the right to the side of the house on the left of the altar, and of the house by the king and around the house by the king. 12 He sent forth the son of the king, and he gave to him an iezerd and the covenant. He made him king and anointed him. So, he was strong in his hand and said, “Let the king live.” 13 Athaliah heard the sound of those who run from among the people, and she went to the people in the house of the Lord. 14 She saw and, look, the king stood at the pillar according to the judgment. The singers and the trumpeters were with the king, and all the people of the land were rejoicing and sounding with trumpets. Athaliah tore her garments and shouted, “Bond! Bond!”e 15 Jehoiada commanded the priest, the leaders of a hundred, and the overseers of the army. He said to them, “Bring them out from within the Hazeroth.f The one who goes after her will be put to death with death by the sword.” For the priest said, “She shall not be killed in the house of the Lord.” 16 They put hands on her when they entered by way of the entrance of the horses of the house of the king. She died there. 

Jehoiada’s Reforms

17 Jehoiada made a treaty between the Lord and the king and the people to be people for the Lord, and also between the king and the people. 18 All the people of the land entered into the house of Baal and pulled it down along with its altar. They crushed its images completely, and they killed Mattan, the priest of Baal, at the face of the altars. The priest put officials at the house of the Lord. 19 He took the chiefs of the hundreds, the Hori, the Rasim, and all the people of the land. They brought down the king from the house of the Lord, and he entered the way to the gate of the bodyguards of the house of the king. He sat him on the throne of the kings. 20 All the people of the land rejoiced. The city had peace, and they killed Athaliah with a sword in the house of the king. 

21 aJoash was a son of seven years when he began to rule. 




Joash Reigns in Israel

12 In the seventh year of Jehu, Joash became king and reigned in Jerusalem for forty years. The name of his mother was Abijah from the land of Beer-sheba. 2 Joash did what was right before the Lord all the days that Jehoiada the priest instructed him. 3 However, the high places were not removed. The people still sacrificed there and made burnt offerings at the high places. 

4 Joash said to the priests, “As for all the silver of the holy things that have been collected in the house of the Lord, the silver of assessment, each man who receives the silver of the valuation, all the silver, whatever he receives to the heart of a man to carry into the house of the Lord, 5 let the priests receive for themselves, each from his trade, and they will repair the bedeksb of the house for every breach, whatever is found there.” 6 It happened by the twenty-third year of King Joash, the priests had not repaired the bedek of the house. 7 Joash the king called Jehoiada the priest and the other priests and said to them, “How is it that you have not repaired the bedek of the house? Now take no silver from your traders because you shall give it for the bedek of the house.” 8 The priests agreed to not receive silver from the people and not to repair the abomination of the house. 9 Jehoiada the priest took a chest and drilled a hole in its opening. And the priests who watched the station gave all the silver that was found in the house of the Lord. 10 It happened when he saw that much silver was in the box, the scribe of the king and the high priest came up. They tied up in a bundle and counted the silver that was left in the house of the Lord. 11 He gave the silver that was prepared into the hands of those who were doing the work of overseeing the house of the Lord. They paid the carpenters of the wood and the builders who worked in the house of the Lord, 12 and to the masons and to the cutters of the stones, in order to procure the wood and the hewn stones to repair the breach of the house of the Lord for all that was spent on the house in order to restore it. 13 However, silver doors, nails, basins, trumpets, any gold vessel, or any silver vessel would not be made in the house of the Lord from the silver that was brought into the house of the Lord. 14 They would give it to those who did the work, and with it they repaired the house of the Lord. 15 They did not ask an accounting of the men to whom they gave the silver in their hands to give to those who did the works because with trust of them they did it. 16 Silver concerning sin offerings and silver concerning guilt offerings, whatever was brought to the house of the Lord, belonged to the priests. 

Aram Threatens and Kills Joash

17 Then Hazael, king of Aram, came up and made war at Gath. He seized it. Hazael set his face to go up against Jerusalem. 18 Joash, king of Judah, took all the holy things, as many as Jehoshaphat dedicated, along with Joram and Ahaziah, his fathers, and kings of Judah, and his sacred things and all the gold found in the treasuries of the house of the Lord and of the house of the king, and he sent them to Hazael, king of Aram, and he went up from Jerusalem. 19 As for the rest of the deeds of Joash and all, as much as he did, behold, are these not written in the document of the deeds of the annals for the kings of Judah? 20 His servants arose and bound every chain and struck Joash in the house of Millo in Gaala. 21 Jozacar the son of Shimeath, and Jehozabad his son, Shomer, his servants, struck him. He died, and they buried him with his fathers in the city of David. Amaziah, his son, became king in place of him. 




Jehoahaz Reigns in Israel

13 On the twenty-third year of Joash son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz son of Jehu became king in Samaria and reigned seventeen years. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord and went after the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin. He did not turn away from it. 3 The Lord was angry with wrath at Israel. He gave them into the hand of Hazael, king of Aram, and into the hand of the son of Hadad, the son of Hazael, all the days. 4 And Jehoahaz prayed to the face of the Lord, and the Lord heard him because he saw the distress of Israel, that the king of Aram oppressed him. 5 The Lord gave salvation for Israel, and it escaped from beneath the hand of the Arameans. The sons of Israel dwelt in their tents just as yesterday and the day before yesterday. 6 Only they did not go away from the sins of the house of Jeroboam, who caused Israel to sin; they went in thema; and indeed the grove stood in Samaria. 7 For no people of Jehoahaz were left except fifty cavalry, ten chariots, and ten thousand foot soldiers, because the king of Aram destroyed them and set them like dust for trampling. 8 The rest of the deeds of Jehoahaz, all as much as he did and his achievements, are these things not written in the document of the deeds of the annals for the kings of Israel? 9 Jehoahaz slept with his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria. Joash, his son, became king. 

Joash Reigns in Israel

10 In the thirty-seventh year of Joash, king of Judah, Joash son of Jehoahaz became king over Israel in Samaria for sixteen years. 11 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord. He did not turn away from all the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin. He walked in it. 12 The rest of the deeds of Joash and all, as much as he did and his great works that he did against Amaziah, king of Judah, are these things not written in the document of the deeds of the days for the kings of Israel? 13 Joash slept with his fathers, and Jeroboam sat with his fathers andb in Samaria, with the brothers of Israel. 

The Death of Elisha

14 Elisha was ill with his illness through which he died. Joash, the king of Israel, descended to him and wept over his face. He said, “Father! Father! The chariotry of Israel and its cavalry.” 15 Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and an arrow.” He took to himself a bow and an arrow. 16 He said to the king, “Put your hand on the bow.” Joash put his hand, and Elisha put his hands on the hands of the king. 17 He said, “Open the window toward the east!” He opened it. He said, “The arrow of salvation for the Lord, and the arrow of salvation against Aram. You will strike the Arameans at Aphek unto destruction.” 18 Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and arrows.” He took and said to the king of Israel, “Strike on the earth.” The king struck three times and stood. 19 The man of God was annoyed at him. He said, “If you struck five or six times, then you would have struck down Aram unto defeat. Now, you will strike down Aram three times.” 

20 Elisha died. They buried him. Lightly armed Moabites came in to the land at the beginning of the year. 21 It happened when they were burying a man, look, they saw the lightly armed forces, and they threw the man into the tomb of Elisha. He went and touched the bones of Elisha, and he came alive. He stood on his feet. 

22 Hazael afflicted Israel all the days Jehoahaz. 23 The Lord had mercy on them and pitied them. He looked upon them because of his covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. The Lord did not want to utterly destroy them. He did not reject them from his face. 24 Hazael, king of Aram, died, and the son of Hadad, his son, became king in place of him. 25 Joash son of Jehoahaz returned and took the towns from the hand of the son of Hadad, son of Hazael, that he had taken from the hand of Jehoahaz, his father, in battle. Three times Joash struck him down, and he returned the towns of Israel. 




Amaziah Reigns in Judah

14 In the second year for Joash son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah son of Joash, king of Judah, began to reign. 2 He was the son of twenty-five years when he became king, and he ruled twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Jehoaddin from Jerusalem. 3 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, but not as David his father. In everything, he did just as Joash his father had done. 4 However, he did not remove the high places. The people still sacrificed and made burnt offerings at the high places. 5 It happened when the kingdom strengthened in his hand, that he struck down his servants who had struck his father. 6 He did not kill the sons of those who had struck down his father, just as it is written in the document of the law of Moses as the Lord commanded, saying, “Fathers shall not be put to death because of sons, and sons shall not be put to death because of fathers; nevertheless he shall die for his sins.” 7 He struck down ten thousand Edomites in Gaimele. He captured Petra in battle and called its name Jokthe-el until this day. 

8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to Joash son of Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come! Let us see each other in person.”a 9 Joash, king of Israel, sent to Amaziah, king of Judah, saying, “The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar who was in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to my son for a wife.’ Then the beasts of the field who were in Lebanon passed through and trampled the thistle. 10 Beating you have struck down Edom, and your heart has stirred you up. Be glorified and remain in your house. For what purpose do you strive for your evil? You will fall down, and Judah with you.” 11 But Amaziah did not listen. So, the king of Israel went up, and he and Amaziah, king of Judah, looked at each other in Beth-shemesh in the land of Judah. 12 Judah was defeated from the face of Israel. Each one fled to his tent. 13 And Amaziah son of Joash, son of Jehoahaz, was captured by Joash, king of Israel at Beth-shemesh. He came to Jerusalem and broke down the wall of Jerusalem at the gate of Ephraim up to the gate of the corner for four hundred cubits. 14 He took the gold and the silver, and all the vessels that were found in the house of the Lord and in the treasuries of the house of the king; and he took the sons of the commingling, and he returned to Samaria. 15 The rest of the deeds of Joash, as much as he did in his power when he made war with Amaziah, king of Judah, are these not written in the document of the deeds of the annals for the kings of Israel? 16 Joash slept with his fathers and was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. Jeroboam, his son, became king in place of him. 

17 Amaziah son of Joash, king of Judah, lived for fifteen years after Joash son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel, died. 18 The rest of the deeds of Amaziah and all that he did, are these not written in the document of the words of the days for the kings of Judah? 19 They conspired against him in a conspiracy in Jerusalem. He fled to Lachish, and they sent after him to Lachish and killed him there. 20 They lifted him on horses, and he was buried in Jerusalem with his fathers in the city of David. 21 All the people of Judah took Azariah. He was the son of sixteen years. And he reigned in place of his father, Amaziah. 22 He built Ailom and returned it to Judah after the king rested with his fathers. 

Jeroboam Reigns in Israel

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam son of Joash became king in Israel at Samaria for forty-one years. 24 He did evil before the Lord. He did not draw away from all the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to sin. 25 He restored the boundary of Israel from the entrance of Hamath unto the sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the Lord God of Israel, that he had spoken by the hand of his servant, Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet who was from Gath-hepher. 26 For the Lord saw the humiliation of Israel, very bitter, and those constrained were few, exhausted and in want, and Israel had no helper. 27 The Lord said he would not wipe out the seed of Israel from beneath heaven. He saved them from the hand of Jeroboam son of Joash. 28 The rest of the matters of Jeroboam, all, as much as he did and his mighty deeds, how he made war and how he restored Damascus and Hamath to Judah in Israel, are these things not written in the document of the deeds of the annals belonging to the kings of Israel? 29 Jeroboam slept with his fathers, with the kings of Israel. Zechariah son of Amaziah ruled in place of his father. 




Azariah Reigns in Judah

15 In the twenty-seventh year for Jeroboam, king of Israel, Azariah son of Amaziah, king of Judah, became king. 2 He was the son of sixteen years when he became king, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem, and the name of his mother was Jecoliah from Jerusalem. 3 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord according to all, as much as Amaziah, his father, did. 4 However, he did not remove the high places. The people still sacrificed and burnt incense on the high places. 5 The Lord touched the king, and he was leprous until the day of his death. He was king in a separate house. Jonathan, the son of the king, was over the house, judging the people of the land. 6 The rest of the deeds of Azariah and all, as much as he did, behold, are these things not written in the document of the deeds of the annals for the kings of Judah? 7 Azariah slept with his fathers. They buried him with his fathers in the city of David. Jonathan, his son, reigned in place of him. 

Zechariah Reigns in Israel

8 In the thirty-eighth year for Azariah, king of Judah, Zechariah the son of Jeroboam became king over Israel in Samaria for six months. 9 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord as his fathers had done. He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin. 10 Shallum son of Jabesh conspired against him. They struck him in Keblaama and killed him. He became king in place of him. 11 The rest of the deeds of Zechariah, behold, they are written in the document of the deeds of the annals for the kings of Israel. 12 The word of the Lord that he spoke to Jehu, saying, “Your sons to the fourth generation will sit on the throne of Israel;” and it was so. 

Shallum Reigns in Israel

13 Shallum the son of Jabesh became king, and in the thirty-ninth year of Azariah, king of Judah, Shallum reigned a day in Samaria. 14 Menahem the son of Gadi went up from Tirzah and went to Samaria. He struck down Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, and he killed him. 15 The rest of the deeds of Shallum and his conspiracy, which he conspired, behold, they are written on the document of the deeds of the annals for the kings of Israel. 16 Then Menahem struck Tirzah and all those in it, and its boundary from Tirzah, because they did not open to him. He struck it down, and he ripped open women who were pregnant.b 

Menahem Reigns in Israel

17 In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah, king of Judah, Menahem son of Gadi became king over Israel for ten years in Samaria. 18 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord. He did not turn away from all the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who had caused Israel to sin. 19 In his days, Pul, king of Assyria, went up over the land. Menahem gave to Pul a thousand talents of silver so that his hand might be with him. 20 Menahem exacted the silver against Israel, against all who were strong in wealth. They gave to the king of Assyria fifty shekels for each man. The king of Assyria returned and did not remain there in the land. 21 The rest of the deeds of Menahem and all, as much as he did, behold, are these things not written on the document of the deeds of the annals for the kings of Israel? 22 Menahem slept with his fathers, and Pekahiah, his son, became king in place of him. 

Pekahiah Reigns in Israel

23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah, king of Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem became king over Israel in Samaria for two years. 24 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord. He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin. 25 Pekah the son of Remaliah, who was his chief officer, conspired against him and struck him in Samaria, before the house of the king, along with Argob and Arieh with him. With him were fifty men from the four hundred. He killed him and became king in place of him. 26 The rest of the deeds of Pekahiah and everything, as much as he did, behold, they are written on the document of the deeds of the annals for the kings of Israel. 

Pekah Reigns in Israel

27 In the fifty-second year of Azariah, king of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah became king over Israel in Samaria for twenty years. 28 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord. He did not turn away from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin. 29 In the days of Pekah, the king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, came and took Ijon, Abel-beth-maacah, Janoah, Kenaz, Hazor, Gilead, Galilee, and all the land of Naphtali; and he deported them to Assyria. 30 Hoshea the son of Elah conspired a conspiracya against Pekah the son of Remaliah. He struck and killed him, and he became king in place of him in the twentieth year of Jotham son of Ahaz. 31 The rest of the deeds of Pekah and all, as much as he did, behold, it is written in the document of the deeds of the annals for the kings of Israel. 

Jonathan Reigns in Judah

32 In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, Jonathan son of Azariah, king of Judah, became king. 33 He was the son of twenty-five years when he became king, and he reigned for sixteen years in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Jerusha daughter of Zadok. 34 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord according to all, as much as Uzziah his father had done. 35 However, he did not remove the high places. The people still sacrificed and burnt incense on the high places. He built the upper gates of the house of the Lord. 36 The rest of the deeds of Jotham and all, as much as he did, are these not written in a document of the deeds of the annals of the kings of Judah? 37 In those days the Lord began to send Rezin, king of Aram, and Pekah the son of Remaliah. 38 Jotham slept with his fathers, and he was buried with his fathers in the city of David his father. Ahaz, his son, became king in place of him. 




Ahaz Reigns in Judah

16 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz son of Jotham, king of Judah, became king. 2 Ahaz was the son of twenty years when he became king. He reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. He did not do what was right in the eyes of the Lord God with good faith like David his father. 3 He walked in the way of the king of Israel and indeed, he carried his son through fire and the abominations of the nations that the Lord had removed from the face of the sons of Israel. 4 He sacrificed and burnt incense on the high places and on the hills and under every tree of the woodland. 

5 Then Rezin, king of Aram, and Pekah son of Remaliah, the king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem for battle. They laid siege against Ahaz, but they were not able to fight. 6 At that time Rezin, king of Syria, brought back Elath for Syria. He threw out the Judeans from Elath. Edomites went into Elath and settled there until this day. 7 Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, saying, “I am your servant and your son. Come up, save me from the hand of the king of Aram and from the hand of the king of Israel, who are rising up against me.” 8 Ahaz took silver and gold that was found in the treasuries of the house of the Lord and of the house of the king. He sent gifts to the king. 9 The king of Assyria heard him. The king of Assyria went up to Damascus and captured it. He exiled it and killed Rezin. 

10 King Ahaz went to meet him, to Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, at Damascus. He saw the altar in Damascus. King Ahaz sent to Uriah the priest the image of the altar and its form for all its production. 11 Uriah the priest built the altar according to all, as much as King Ahaz sent from Damascus. 12 The king saw the altar, and he went up on it. 13 He burnt his burnt offering and his sacrifice, and his drink-offering. He poured the blood of the peace offerings that were his on the altar 14 of bronze that was before the Lord. And he brought the face of the house of the Lord, from between the altar and the house of the Lord, and showed it on the thigh of the altar toward the north. 15 King Ahaz commanded Uriah the priest, saying, “On the large altar, offer up the burnt offering in the morning, the sacrifice in the evening, the burnt offering of the king and his sacrifice, the burnt offering of all the people, their sacrifice, and their drink offering. Then you shall pour all the blood of the burnt offering and all the blood of the sacrifice on it. That which is upon the bronze altar will be for me in the morning.” 16 Uriah the priest did according to all, as much as King Ahaz commanded him. 17 And the king cut off the rims of the stands, and he removed from them the basin. He took down the sea from the bronze oxen who were under it. He put it on a base of stone. 18 He built the foundation of the throne in the house of the Lord. He removed the entrance of the king that was outside the house of the Lord from the face of the king of Assyria. 

19 The rest of the deeds of Ahaz, as much as he did, are these not written in the document of the deeds of the annals for the kings of Judah? 20 Ahaz slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. Hezekiah, his son, became king in place of him. 




Hoshea Reigns In Israel

17 In the twelfth year for Ahaz, king of Judah, Hoshea son of Elah became king in Samaria over Israel for nine years. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, but not like the kings of Israel who were before him. 3 Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, came up against him. Hoshea became a slave to him and returned manach to him. 4 The king of Assyria found wrongdoing in Hoshea because he sent messengers to Zoar, king of Egypt, and he did not offer tribute to the king of Assyria in each year. The king of Assyria besieged him and bound him in prison.a 5 The king of Assyria went up against all the land. He went up to Samaria and laid siege against it for three years. 6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and exiled Israelites to Assyria. He settled them in Halah, at the Habor rivers in Gozan, and the mountains of the Medes. 

Israel’s Captivity Begins

7 It happened because the sons of Israel sinned against their Lord God, who led them up from the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. They feared other gods. 8 They walked in the duties of the nations that the Lord removed from the face of the sons of Israel, and as much as the kings of Israel had done. 9 As much as the sons of Israel clothed their words, they were not according to the Lord their God. And they built for themselves high places in all their cities, from the guards’ tower to the fortified city. 10 They erected for themselves pillars and sacred groves on every high hill and under every woodland tree. 11 They burned incense there at all high places, as the nations whom the Lord drove out from their face. They made partners and provoked the Lord to anger. 12 They served images, concerning which the Lord said to them, “Do not make this thing to the Lord.” 13 The Lord warned Israel and Judah through the hand of all his prophets and all the word of seers, “Turn back from your ways of evil. Keep my commands and my duties, and all the laws that I commanded your fathers, all that I sent to them by the hand of my servants, the prophets.” 14 They did not listen, but they hardened their back more than the back of their fathers; 15 and his testimonies that he warned them with, and they walked after the pointless things, and they became pointless also after the nations that surrounded them, concerning which he commanded them not to do according to these things. 16 They forsook the commands of the Lord their God and made for themselves molten images, two heifers, and they made sacred groves and worshiped all the host of heaven. They served Baal. 17 They passed their sons and their daughters through fire. They divined divinations, they divined omens, and they sold themselves to do evil in the eyes of the Lord, to provoke him to anger. 18 The Lord was very angry against Israel. He removed them from his face, and there was nothing left except the tribe of Judah alone. 19 Even Judah did not keep the commands of God. They walked in the customs of Israel that Israel had made. 20 They pushed away the Lord among all the seed of Israel. He afflicted them and gave them into the hand of those who tore them until he thrust them from his face. 21 Nevertheless because Israel was removed from upon the house of David, they appointed Jeroboam son of Nebat as king. Jeroboam removed Israel from behind the Lord and caused them to sin a great sin. 22 The sons of Israel went in all the sin of Jeroboam, from which they did not turn, 23 until the Lord removed Israel from his face, just as the Lord said by the hand of all his servants the prophets. He sent Israel from upon its land to Assyria until this day. 

Assyria Resettles Samaria

24 The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, from Cuth, from Avva, from Hamath and Sepharvaim, and he settled them in the cities of Samaria in place of the sons of Israel. They inherited Samaria and settled in its cities. 25 It happened at the beginning of their establishment, they did not fear the Lord. The Lord sent lions against them, and they were killing them. 26 They said to the king of Assyria, saying, “The peoples who you deported and settled in the cities of Samaria do not know the judgment of the God of the land. He has sent lions against them. Look, they are killing them, as they do not know the judgment of the God of the land.” 27 The king of Assyria commanded, saying, “Bring backa from there, and let them go and settle there so that they may teach them the judgment of the land.” 28 They brought one of the priests whom they had deported from Samaria, and he settled in Bethel and was instructing them how they should fear the Lord. 29 Nations nationsb were making their gods. They put them in a house of the high places that the Samaritan people had made in their cities, in which they had settled in them. 30 The men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth; the men of Cuth made Nergal; the men of Hamath made Ashima; 31 the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites did evil when they burned their sons in the fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech of Sepharvaim. 32 They were fearing the Lord, and they established their idols in the houses of the high places that were made in Samaria by nation nationc in the city in which they settled in it. They were fearing the Lord, and they made priests of the high places, and they made for themselves in the house of the high places. 33 They feared the Lord, and they served their gods according to the judgment of the peoples from which he sent into exile them from there. 34 To this day they have been doing according to their judgment. They have feared, and they have been doing according to their duties and according to their judgment and according to the law and according to the command that the Lord commanded the sons of Jacob, whom he set his name as Israel. 35 The Lord made with them a covenant, and he commanded them, saying, “Do not fear other gods and bow down to them. Do not serve them, and do not sacrifice to them; 36 but only to the Lord who brought you up from the land of Egypt with great strength and with an up-raised arm. Fear him and bow to him; sacrifice to him. 37 Keep the duties, the judgments, the law, and the commands that he wrote for you to do all the days. Do not fear other gods. 38 Do not forget the covenant that he made with you, and do not fear other gods. 39 Rather, fear the Lord your God, and he will deliver you from all your enemies. 40 You shall not listen any longer to their judgment which they did.” 41 These nations were fearing the Lord, and they were serving their images. The sons and the sons of their sons did just as their fathers did until this day. 




Hezekiah Reigns in Judah

18 It happened in the third year for Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel, that Hezekiah son of Ahaz, king of Judah, became king. 2 He was a son of twenty-five years when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. The name for his mother was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. 3 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord according to all, as much as David his father did. 4 He removed the high places and broke down the pillars. He destroyed the sacred groves and the bronze serpent that Moses made, because until that day, the sons of Israel were burning incense to it. He called it Nehushtan. 5 He trusted in the Lord God of Israel. After him there was no one like him among the kings of Judah, and among those who were before him. 6 He was close to the Lord. He did not withdraw from after him. He kept his commands, in all that Moses commanded. 7 The Lord was with him, and in all that he did, he had insight. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him. 8 He struck down the foreigners until Gaza and until its boundary, from the tower of guards to the fortified city. 

9 It happened in the fourth year for King Hezekiah (it was the seventh year for Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel), Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, went up against Samaria and laid siege against it. 10 He seized it at the end of three years, in the sixth year for Hezekiah; it was the ninth year for Hoshea, king of Israel, when Samaria was captured. 11 The king of Assyria deported Samaria to Assyria and put them in Halah and in Habor, in the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes; 12 because that they did not listen to the voice of the Lord their God and they transgressed his treaty, all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded, and they did not listen and did not do them. 

Assyria Attacks Judah

13 In the fourteenth year for King Hezekiah, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went up against the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 14 Hezekiah, king of Judah, sent messengers to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, “I have sinned. Turn back from me. Whatever you place on me, I will bear.” The king of Assyria put on Hezekiah, king of Judah, three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. 15 Hezekiah gave all the silver that was found in the house of the Lord and in the treasures of the house of the king. 16 At that time, Hezekiah cut off the doors of the temple and the things that were fixed there that Hezekiah, king of Judah, had covered with gold, and he gave them to the king of Assyria. 

17 The king of Assyria sent the Thanthan, the Raphis, and the Rabshakeha from Lachish to King Hezekiah with a strong army against Jerusalem. They went up and came to Jerusalem and stood by the aqueduct of the upper pool that is on the road to the field of the fuller. 18 They shouted to Hezekiah, and Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, the steward, Shebna the scribe, and Jehosaphat the recorder went to him. 19 Rabshakeh said to them, “Say to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the king, the great king of Assyria, “What is this trust on which you rely? 20 You said, however they are words of lips, plan and power for battle. Now then, you revolted against me, trusting in whom? 21 Now look, you have placed your trust on a rod of this bruised reed, on Egypt. Whatever man is supported by it, it will enter into his hand, and it will pierce it. In this way is Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to all who trust in him. 22 And if you say to me, ‘We trust in the Lord God.’ Is he not the one Hezekiah removed his high places and his altars; and he said to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘Before this altar you shall worship in Jerusalem’? 23 Now make an agreement with my lord the king of Assyria. I will give you two thousand horses if you are able to give for yourself riders on them. 24 How will you turn back the face of one of the least officers of the servants of my lord? But you trust by yourself in Egypt for chariots and riders. 25 Now not without the word of the Lord have we gone up against this place to destroy it. The Lord said to me, ‘Go up against this land and destroy it.’ ” ’ ” 26 Eliakim son of Hilkiah and Shebnah and Joash said to Rabshakeh, “Speak now to your servants in Aramaic, that we may listen. Do not speak to us in Hebrew so that what you say is in the ears of the people who are on the walls.” 27 The Rabshakeh said to them, “Was it only to your master and to you that my master sent me to say these words, and not to the men who are sitting on the walls in order to eat their dung and to drink their urine together with you?” 28 The Rabshakeh stood and shouted aloud in Hebrew and spoke and said, “Hear the words of the great king of Assyria. 29 This is what the king says: ‘Do not let Hezekiah arouse you with words because he is not able to deliver you from his hand. 30 Do not let Hezekiah give hope to you before the Lord, saying, “In delivering, the Lord will deliver us; this city shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.” ’ 31 Do not listen to Hezekiah. For this is what the king of Assyria says: ‘Make peace with me and come out to me. A man will drink from his vine, and a man will eat from his fig tree and drink water from his well; 32 until I come and take you to a land like your land, of grain and wine and bread and vineyards—a land of olive trees, of olive oil, and of honey. You shall live and not die. And do not listen to Hezekiah, because he tricked you, saying, ‘The Lord will deliver you.’ 33 The gods of the nations each have not rescued, rescuing their own territory from the hand of the king of Assyria. 34 Where is the god of Hamath and of Arpad? Where is the god of the Sepharvaim? Is it because they have rescued Samaria from my hand? 35 Who, among all the gods of the lands, who has delivered their lands from my hand? How is it that the Lord can deliver Jerusalem from my hand?’ ” 36 They kept quiet and did not answer him a word because of the command of the king, saying, “Do not answer him.” 37 Eliakim son of Hilkiah, the steward, Shebna the scribe, and Joash son of Asaph, the recorder, entered to Hezekiah, having torn clothes. They reported to him the word of Rabshakeh. 




Hezekiah Seeks the Lord through Isaiah

19 It happened that when King Hezekiah heard, he tore his garments and put on sackcloth. He entered into the house of the Lord. 2 He sent Eliakim the steward, Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests clothed with sackcloth to Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. 3 And he said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah: ‘A day of distress and of rebuke and of wrath is this day, as when sons come to the pains of labor and there is not strength for the birth. 4 If somehow the Lord your God will hear all the words of Rabshakeh that the king of Assyria, his lord, sent him to revile the living God and to slander with words that the Lord your God heard, you will pray concerning the profit that was found.’ ” 5 The servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 6 Isaiah said to them, “This is what you shall say to your lord: ‘This is what the Lord says, “Do not be afraid of the words that you heard, concerning which the servants of the king of Assyria blasphemed. 7 Look, I give to him a spirit, and he will hear a message and return to his land. I will overthrow him by the sword in his land.” ’ ” 

Assyria’s Threat and Hezekiah’s Prayer

8 Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria fighting against Libnah, because he heard that he had left Lachish. 9 He heard concerning Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, saying, “Look, he went out to make war with you.” And he returned and sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 10 “Do not let your God, on whom you believe in him, arouse you by saying, ‘Do not hand Jerusalem into the hands of the king of Assyria.’ 11 Look, you have heard all that the king of Assyria did to all the lands when he devoted them to destruction. Will you be spared? 12 The gods of the nations did not deliver them; did not my fathers destroy Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the descendants of Eden who were in Tel Assar? 13 Where is the king of Hamath and the king of Arpad? Where are the kings of Sepharvaim, Hena, or Ivvah?” 14 Hezekiah received the document from the hand of the messengers, and he read it. He went up to the house of the Lord, and Hezekiah spread it before the Lord. 15 He said, “Lord God of Israel, who sits on the cherubim, you are God alone among all the kingdoms of the earth. You made the heavens and the earth. 16 O Lord, incline your ears and hear. O Lord, open your eyes and see. Hear the words of Sennacherib, which he sent to revile the living God. 17 For in truth, O Lord, the kings of Assyria laid waste to the nations. 18 They gave their gods to the fire because they are not gods, but rather the works of human hands, wood and stone, and they destroyed them. 19 Now, O Lord our God, save us from his hand, and so all the kingdoms of the earth will know that you, O Lord, are alone God.” 

Isaiah’s Prophecy against Assyria

20 Isaiah son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, “This is what the Lord the God of hosts, the God of Israel, says: ‘I have heard what you prayed to me concerning Sennacherib, the king of Assyria.’ ” 21 This is the word that the Lord spoke against him: 

“The virgin daughter of Zion scorned you and mocked you. 

The daughter of Jerusalem shakes her head at you. 

22 Who have you reviled and blasphemed? 

Against whom have you raised your voice, and against whom have you lifted your eyes on high? 

Against the holy one of Israel. 

23 By the hand of your messengers you have reproached your Lord and have said, 

‘With the great number of my chariots, I will go up to the height of the mountains, the flanksa of Lebanon. 

I have cut down the height of its cedars, the choice ones of its cypresses. 

And I went into the midst of the forest and Carmel.b 

24 I sought the cold air and drank strange water. 

With the print of my foot I dried up all the rivers of the enclosure.’ 

25 I formed it; I gathered it. 

And it became to risings of warlike captivities, 

even fortified cities. 

26 The inhabitants in them were weak in the hand. 

They stumbled and were disgraced. 

They became hay of the field or green pasture, 

tender grass of high places, trodden before one who stands. 

27 I know your seat, your going out, and your entrance, 

and your anger against me. 

28 Because you were angry against me 

and your arrogance ascended to my ears, 

I will put my fishhooks in your noses and a bit in your lips. 

I will return you by the way that you went on it. 

29 This will be a sign to you: 

eat this year what grows spontaneously, 

on the second year what grows up, 

and yet on the third, sowing and reaping and planting of vineyards, 

you will eat their fruit. 

30 That which is preserved of the house of Judah, the remaining root beneath he will add, 

and it will make fruit upward. 

31 For from Jerusalem a remnant will come out, 

and those who have escaped from Mount Zion. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

32 Not so; this is what the Lord says to the king of Assyria: 

‘He will not enter into this city, 

and he will not shoot an arrow there, 

and he will not come before him with a shield nor bring out against it a mound. 

33 By the way that he came, by it he will return. 

He will not enter into this city,’ says the Lord. 

34 ‘I will defend this city, 

for my sake, and for the sake of David my servant.’ ” 

35 It was night, and the angel of the Lord came out and struck one hundred and eighty-five thousand in the camp of the Assyrians. They rose up early and look, all were dead bodies. 36 Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went away. He went and returned and stayed in Nineveh. 37 It happened while he was worshiping his god in the house of Nisroch that Adrammelech and Sharezer, his sons, struck him with a sword, and they escaped to the land of Ararat. Esar-haddon, his son, reigned instead of him. 




Hezekiah’s Illness and Recovery

20 In those days Hezekiah became ill unto death. Isaiah son of Amoz, the prophet, went in to him and said to him, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Order your house; you will die and not live.’ ” 2 Hezekiah returned to the wall and prayed to the Lord, saying, 3 “Remember, O Lord, as much as I have walked before you in truth and a full heart, and I have done what is good to you in your eyes.” Then Hezekiah wept with great sorrow. 4 Isaiah was in the middle court when the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 5 “Return and say to Hezekiah, the leader of my people, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of David your father: “I have heard your prayer. I have seen your tears. Look, I will heal you. On the third day you will go up to the house of the Lord. 6 I will add to your days fifteen years. I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria. I will defend this city for my sake and for the sake of David my servant.” ’ ” 7 He said, “Bring a cake of figs.” They put it on the wound, and he became well. 8 Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What will be the sign that the Lord will heal me and that I will ascend to the house of the Lord on the third day?” 9 Isaiah said, “This is the sign from the Lord that the Lord will do the word that he said: ‘Shall the sundial shadow go ten degrees, or shall it return ten degrees?’ ” 10 Hezekiah said, “It is easy for the shadow to go down ten degrees. No, but let the shadow return in degrees ten steps backward.” 11 Isaiah the prophet cried to the Lord, and the shadow returned on the steps to what was behind ten degrees. 

Hezekiah and the Envoys from Babylon

12 At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent documents and manaana to Hezekiah because he heard that Hezekiah was sick. 13 Hezekiah rejoiced at them and showed to them all the house of the treasury—the silver, the gold, the spices, and the good olive oil—as well as the house of the liturgical vessels and as much as was found in its treasuries. There was no thing that Hezekiah did not show to them in his house and in all of his authority. 14 Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah and said to him, “What did these men say, and from where did they come to you?” Hezekiah said, “From a far land they came to me; from Babylon.” 15 He said, “What did they see in your house?” He said, “They saw everything, whatever was in my house. There was nothing in my house that I did not show to them—indeed, even the things in my treasuries.” 16 Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the Lord: 17 ‘Look, the days will come, and all the things in your house and as much as your fathers stored until this day will be carried off to Babylon. No word that the Lord said will be left. 18 Your sons who will come forth from you, whom you will father, will be taken, and they will become eunuchs in the house of the king of Babylon.’ ” 19 Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of the Lord that he said is good.” 20 The rest of the deeds of Hezekiah and all his achievement, how he made the pool and the conduit and brought the water into the city, are these things not written in the document of the deeds of the annals of the kings of Judah? 21 Hezekiah slept with his fathers. And Manasseh, his son, became king in his place. 




Manasseh Reigns in Judah

21 Manasseh was the son of twelve years when he became king, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Hephzibah. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord according to the abominations of the nations that the Lord had removed from the face of the sons of Israel. 3 He brought back and built the high places that Hezekiah, his father, had torn down. He established altars to Baal and made sacred groves, just as Ahab, the king of Israel, had done. He worshiped all the host of heaven, and he served them. 4 He built an altar in the house of the Lord as he said, “In Jerusalem I will place my name.” 5 He built an altar to all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord. 6 He passed his sons through the fire. He practiced divination and heeded omens and made what was desired and multiplied mediums in order to do evil in the eyes of the Lord and to provoke him. 7 He put the carved object of the sacred grove in the house, concerning which the Lord had said to David and to Solomon, his son, “In this house in Jerusalem I have chosen from all the tribes of Israel, I will put my name for eternity. 8 I will not remove the foot of Israel again from the land that I gave to their fathers, who will preserve all, as much as I commanded, according to all the commandment that Moses my servant commanded.” 9 They did not listen. Manasseh led them astray in order to do what was evil in the eyes of the Lord, more than the nations that the Lord removed from the face of the sons of Israel. 10 The Lord spoke by the hand of his servants the prophets, saying, 11 “Because, as much as Manasseh, the king of Judah, did these evil abominations more than all that the Amorites who were earlier did, and caused Judah to sin by their images, 12 it shall not be so. Thus, says the Lord the God of Israel: ‘Look, I bring evil on Jerusalem and on Judah, so that both of his ears of all who hear will tingle. 13 I will stretch out over Jerusalem the measure of Samaria and the plummet of the house of Ahab. I will leave Jerusalem behind, just as an alabaster box is left behind—left behind and overturned on its face. 14 I will push away the remnant of my inheritance, and I will give them over into the hands of their enemies. They will become plunder and spoil for all their enemies. 15 Because, as he did evil in my eyes, and they were provoking me to anger from the days when their fathers were led out of Egypt until this day.’ ” 16 And indeed, Manasseh shed very much innocent blood until it filled Jerusalem from gate to gatea besides from his sins, concerning which he had caused Judah to sin, to do evil in the eyes of the Lord. 17 The rest of the deeds of Manasseh and all, as much as he did, and his sins that he sinned, are these not written in the document of the deeds of the annals of the kings of Judah? 18 Manasseh slept with his fathers, and he was buried in the garden of his house, in the garden of Uzzah. Amon, his son, became king in place of him. 

Amon Reigns in Judah

19 Amon was the son of twenty-two years when he became king, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz, from Jotbah. 20 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, just as Manasseh, his father, had done. 21 He walked in all the ways that his father had walked. He served the images that his father had served, and he worshiped them. 22 He deserted the Lord, the God of his fathers, and he did not walk in the way of the Lord. 23 The servants of Amon conspired against him. They killed him, the king, in his house. 24 And the people of the land struck down all those who conspired against the king, Amon. The people of the land appointed Josiah, his son, as king in place of him. 25 The rest of the deeds of Amon, as much as he did, behold, are these not written in the document of the deeds of the annals of the kings of Judah? 26 They buried him in his tomb in the garden of Uzzah. Josiah, his son, became king in place of him. 




Josiah Reigns in Judah

22 Josiah was the son of eight years when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah, from Bozkath. 2 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and walked in every way of David his father. He did not depart to the right and left. 

Josiah Repairs the House of the Lord

3 It happened in the eighteenth year for King Josiah, in the eighth month, the king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullemeth, the scribe of the house of the Lord, saying, 4 “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest and seal up the money that was brought into the house of the Lord, which those who guarded the door collected from the people. 5 Let them give it to the hand of those who do the work that is appointed at the house of the Lord.” And he gave it to those who do the works that are in the house of the Lord in order to repair the breach of the house: 6 to the carpenters, the builders, and the masons, and to purchase timber and hewn stone in order to strengthen the breach of the house. 7 Except they did not need to account to them for the money that was given to them because they were acting in faith. 

The Book of the Law Found

8 Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, “I found the document of the law in the house of the Lord.” Hilkiah gave the document to Shaphan, and he read it. 9 And he went to the king in the house of the Lord and returned a word to the king. He said, “Your servants collected the money that was found in the house of the Lord. They gave it into the hand of those who do the work who are appointed in the house of the Lord.” 10 Shaphan the scribe said to the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest gave me a document.” And Shaphan read it before the king. 11 It happened when the king heard the words of the document of the law, that he tore his garments. 12 The king commanded Hilkiah the priest and Ahikam the son of Shaphan and Achbor the son of Micaiah and Shaphan the scribe and Asaiah the servant of the king, saying, 13 “Go and seek the Lord concerning me, concerning all the people, and concerning all Judah, and about the words of this document that was found; because the anger of the Lord is great that pours out against us because our fathers did not hear the words of the document so as to act according to all that is written about us.” 14 Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, mother of Shallum son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, who keeps the wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter. They spoke to her. 15 She said, “This is what the Lord the God of Israel says: ‘Speak to the man who sent you to me. 16 This is what the Lord says: “Look, I am bringing evil on this place and on those who inhabit it, all the words of the document that the king of Judah read. 17 Because they deserted me and burned incense to other gods so that they angered me by the works of their hands, my anger will burn against this place and will not be quenched.” ’ 18 To the king of Judah who sent you to seek the Lord, thus you shall say to him: ‘Thus says Lord the God of Israel: “Concerning the words that you heard, 19 because your heart was softened and you had regard for the face of the Lord when you heard what I said against this place and against those who inhabit it, so that they would become for destruction and cursing, and because you tore your garments and wept before me, so I heard you, says the Lord. 20 It will not be so. Look, you will join your fathers, and you will be gathered to your burial in peace. You will not see with your eyes all the evils that I am bringing against this place.” ’ ” 




Josiah’s Reforms

23 So the kings reported the word, and the king sent and gathered to himself all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 2 The king went up to the house of the Lord; every man of Judah and the inhabitants in Jerusalem were with him, along with the priests and the prophets, and all the people, from the least to the greatest. He read before them all the words of the document of the covenant that was found in the house of the Lord. 3 The king stood at the pillar and made a covenant before the Lord to go after the Lord, to keep his commands, his testimonies, and his duties with all his heart and with all his soul, to establish the words of this covenant that were written in this document. All the people stood with the covenant. 4 The king commanded Hilkiah the high priest and the priests of the second rank and those who guard the door to take out from the temple of the Lord all the vessels that were made for Baal and for the sacred grove and all the power of heaven; and he incinerated them outside Jerusalem in the salemotha of Kidron. He took their dust to Bethel. 5 And he burned up the chomarim,b whom the king of Judah had appointed to burn incense in the high places and in the cities of Judah and around Jerusalem, and those who burned incense to Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the constellations, and to all the host of heaven. 6 He carried out the sacred grove from the house of the Lord outside Jerusalem to the brook of Kidron. He burned it up in the brook of Kidron. He ground it into dust and threw its dust into the tomb of the sons of the people. 7 He broke down the house of the Kadesim,a who were in the house of the Lord, where the women were weaving chettiinb for the sacred grove. 8 He brought up all the priests from the cities of Judah, and he defiled the high places where the priests burned incense from Gibeah to Beer-sheba. He took down the house of the gates beside the entrance of the gate of Joshua, the ruler of the gate which is on the left side of the man at the gate of the city. 9 However, the priests of the high places did not go up to the altar of the Lord in Jerusalem except when they ate unleavened bread in the midst of their brothers. 10 And you shall defile the Tophethc in the ravine of the son of Hinnom, in order for a man to move across his son and a man his daughter to Molech in fire. 11 And he burned up the horses that the kings of Judah gave to the sun at the entrance of the house of the Lord. They were in the treasury of Nathan-king, a eunuch in pharourim.d He burned the chariot of the sun with fire. 12 As for the altars that were on top of the house at the upper room of Ahaz that the king of Judah made and the altars that Manasseh made in the two courts of the house of the Lord, the king took them down and tore them down from there. He threw their dust into the brook of Kidron. 13 The king defiled the house that was at the face of Jerusalem to the right of the mountain of Destruction that Solomon, king of Israel, built for Astarte, the idol of the Sidonians, and Chemosh, the idol of Moab, and Milcom, the idol of the sons of Ammon. 14 He smashed the pillars and destroyed the sacred groves. He filled their places with human bones. 

15 Even the altar at Bethel, the high place that Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had caused Israel to sin, made, he even pulled down that high altar. He crushed its stones and ground them into dust. He burned the sacred grove. 16 Josiah looked around and saw the burials there in the city. He sent and took the bones from the tombs and burned them on the altar and defiled it according to the word of the Lord that the man of God had said when Jeroboam stood at the feast over the altar; and while turning, he lifted his eyes on the tomb of the man of God while saying these words. 17 He said, “What is that mound that I see?” The men of the city said to him, “The man of God who came out of Judah and invoked these words that he invoked concerning the altar of Bethel.” 18 He said, “Leave it. Let no man move his bones.” So, they protected his bones along with the bones of the prophet who had come from Samaria. 19 And indeed, Josiah removed all the houses of the high places that were in the cities of Samaria that the kings of Israel had made to provoke the Lord. He did in them all the deeds that he had done in Bethel. 20 He slaughtered all the priests of the high places that were there on the altars. He burned the human bones on them and returned to Jerusalem. 

Passover Restored and Celebrated

21 The king commanded all the people, saying, “Celebrate Passover to the Lord our God just as it is written in the document of this covenant.” 22 For there was no Passover like this since the days of the judges who judged Israel and all the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah. 23 However, on the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the Passover was celebrated to the Lord in Jerusalem. 24 And indeed, Josiah took away the sorcerers,a the mediums, the teraphim, the images, and all the abominations that came in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem so that he might establish the words of the law that were written in the document that Hilkiah the priest discovered in the house of the Lord. 25 Before him there was no king like him who turned to the Lord with his whole heart and with his whole strength and with all his soul according to all the law of Moses. After him no one arose like him. 26 However, the Lord did not turn back from the anger of his great wrath, the same anger that raged against Judah on the provocation that Manasseh provoked him to anger. 27 The Lord said, “I will remove Judah from his face as well, just as I put away Israel, and I will push away Jerusalem, this city that I chose, and the house concerning which I said, ‘My name shall be there.’ ” 28 The rest of the deeds of Josiah and all, as much as he did, are these not written in the document of the deeds of the annals of the kings of Judah? 29 In his days, Pharaoh Neco, king of Egypt, went up to the king of Assyria at the River Euphrates. Josiah went to meet him, and Neco killed him at Megiddo when he saw him. 30 His servants conveyed his corpse from Macedon. And they brought him to Jerusalem and buried him in his tomb. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah and anointed him, and they made him king in place of his father. 

Jehoahaz Reigns in Judah

31 Jehoahaz was the son of twenty-three years when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah, from Libnah. 32 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord according to all, as much as his fathers had done. 33 Pharaoh Neco removed him in Riblah, in the land of Hamath, so that he would not reign in Jerusalem. He gave one hundred talents of silver and one hundred talents of gold. 34 Pharaoh Neco appointed as king over them Eliakim son of Josiah, king of Judah, in place of Josiah, his father. He changed his name to Jehoiakim. He took Jehoahaz and carried him to Egypt, and he died there. 35 Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh. However, he assessed the land in order to give the money into the mouth of Pharaoh. Each gave the silver and the gold according to his assessment. From the people of the land they gave it to Pharaoh Neco. 

Jehoiakim Reigns in Judah

36 Jehoiakim was the son of twenty-five years when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Zebudah daughter of Pedaiah, from Rumah. 37 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord according to all, just as his fathers had done. 




Babylon Controls Jehoiakim

24 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon went up, and Jehoiakim was his servant for three years. He returned and revolted against him. 2 He sent against him lightly armed Chaldeans, lightly armed Arameans, lightly armed Moabites, and lightly armed Ammonites. He sent them into the land of Judah in order to be master of them in accordance with the word of the Lord, which he spoke by the hand of his servants, the prophets. 3 Surely this happened in Judah by the wrath of the Lord in order to remove it from the face due to the sins of Manasseh, according to all, as much as he had done—4 even as he shed innocent blood and filled Jerusalem with innocent blood. The Lord did not want to pardon. 5 The rest of the deeds of Jehoiakim and all, as much as he did, behold, are these things not written in the document of the deeds of the annals for the kings of Judah? 6 Jehoiakim slept with his fathers, and Jehoiachin, his son, became king in place of him. 7 Yet the king of Egypt did not go away from his land again, because the king of Babylon took all, as much as belonged to the king of Egypt, from the brook of Egypt to the brook of Euphrates. 

Jehoiachin Reigns in Judah

8 Jehoiachin was the son of eighteen years when he became king, and he reigned for three months in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Nehushta daughter of Elnathan, from Jerusalem. 9 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord according to all, as much as his father did. 10 At that time Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, went up to Jerusalem. The city had gone under siege. 11 Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came into the city. His servants had laid a siege against it. 12 Jehoiachin, king of Judah, went out to the king of Babylon—he, his servants, his mother, his commanders, and his eunuchs, and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign. 13 And he carried out from that place all the treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures of the house of the king, and he cut up in pieces all the golden vessels that Solomon, king of Israel, had made in the house of the Lord, according to the word of the Lord. 14 He sent away Jerusalem and all its commanders and the mighty ones into the power of captivity, ten thousand captives, including every carpenter and smith. No one was left except the poor of the land. 15 He carried away Jehoiachin into Babylon, along with the mother of the king, the wives of the king, his eunuchs, and the leaders of the land. He carried off into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 The king of Babylon led them into captivity to Babylon: all the men of the army—seven thousand—and a thousand carpenters and smiths, all strong and ready for battle. 17 The king of Babylon appointed as king Mattaniah, his son, in place of him, and placed his name Zedekiah. 

Zedekiah Reigns in Judah

18 Zedekiah was the son of twenty-one years when he became king. He reigned for eleven years in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah. 19 And he did evil before the Lord according to all, as much as Jehoiachin had done. 20 Because of the anger of the Lord, it was against Jerusalem and in Judah, until he thrust them away from his face. Zedekiah revolted against the king of Babylon. 




Nebuchadnezzar and the Siege of Jerusalem

25 And it happened in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and all his power came against Jerusalem. And he encamped against it and built against it a siege wall all around. 2 The city came under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah, on the ninth of the month. 3 The famine became severe in the city, and there was no bread for the people of the land. 4 The city was broken through, and all the men of war went out at night toward the gate that was in the middle of the walls (this is of the garden of the king), while the Chaldeans were at the city surrounding it. He went toward the Arabah. 5 The army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king and seized him in the plains of Jericho. All his army was scattered above him. 6 They captured the king and led him to the king of Babylon, to Riblah, and he pronounced judgment against him. 7 He killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes. He blinded the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him with shackles. He led him to Babylon. 

Jerusalem Plundered and the House of God Destroyed

8 On the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, it was the nineteenth year for Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon; Nebuzaradan, the chief of the royal guard,a came standing before the king of Babylon at Jerusalem. 9 He incinerated the house of the Lord and the house of the king and all the houses of Jerusalem. The chief of the royal guard incinerated every house.b 11 Nebuzaradan, the chief of the royal guard, carried into exile the remainder of the people who were left behind in the city and those who went over, who had gone over to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the solid citizens. 12 The chief of the royal guard left behind some from the poor of the land for vine dressers and for tabein. 13 The Chaldeans broke down the bronze pillars that were in the house of the Lord, the stands, and the bronze sea that was in the house of the Lord. They took away their bronze to Babylon. 14 He took the kettles, the shovels, the shallow bowls, the censers, and all the bronze vessels with which they minister with them. 15 The chief of the royal guard took the censers, and the gold and silver shallow bowls. 16 The two pillars, the one sea, and the stands, which Solomon had made for the house of the Lord—the weight of the bronze of all these vessels was beyond measure. 17 Eighteen cubits was the height of the one pillar. The capital on it was bronze, and the height of the capital was three cubits. The sakacharthai on the capital round about were all bronze. In the same manner it was on the second pillar with the gabacha. 18 The chief of the royal guard took as prisoner Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah son of the second rank,c and the three who guarded the door. 19 From the city he took one officer, who was chief of the men who were warriors, and the five men who see the face of the king, who were those found in the city; and he also took the scribes of the chiefs of the army who keep the muster roll of the people of the land and sixty men of the people of the land who were found in the city. 20 Nebuzaradan, the chief of the royal guard, took them and led them away to the king of Babylon, to Riblah. 21 The king of Babylon toyed with them and killed them at Riblah in the land of Hamath. Judah was sent into exile from upon its land. 22 As for the people who were left behind in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, left behind, he appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, over them. 

Gedaliah the Governor of Judah

23 All the rulers of the army, they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon appointed Gedaliah. They came to Gedaliah at Mizpah: Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan son of Kareah, Seraiah son of Tanhumeth, the Netophathite, Jaazaniah son of the Maacathite, they and their men. 24 Gedaliah swore to them and their men and said to them, “Do not be afraid of the passing of the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it will be well with you.” 25 It happened on the seventh month, Ishmael son of Nethaniah, son of Elishama, of the seed of the kings, came and men with him, and he struck down Gedaliah, and he died along with the Judeans and the Chaldeans who were with him in Mizpah. 26 All the people, from small to great, and the rulers of the army stood and went in to Egypt, for they were afraid of the face of the Chaldeans. 

Jehoiachin Released from Prison

27 It happened on the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin, king of Judah, on the twelfth month on the twenty-seventh day of the month, that Evil-merodach, king of Babylon, in the year of his reign raised the head of Jehoiachin, the king of Judah, and led him out from the house of his prison. 28 He said to him good things, and he put his chair above the chairs of the kings who were with him in Babylon. 29 He changed the garments from his prison ones and he ate bread continually before him all the days of his life. 30 His portion, a continual portion, was given to him from the house of the king daily,a all the days of his life. 





1 CHRONICLES




Patriarchal Genealogies

1 Adam, Seth, Enosh, 2 Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, 3 Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, 4 Noah. The sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, Japheth. 

5 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Elishah, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 6 And the sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Diphath, and Togarmah. 7 And the sons of Javan: Elishah, Tharshish, Kittim, and Rodanim. 

8 And the sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 9 And the sons of Cush: Sheba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raama, and Sabteca. And the sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 10 And Cush became the father of Nimrod. This one began to be a mighty hunter upon the earth. 

17 The sons of Shem: Elam, Assyria,a 24 Arphaxad, Shelah, 25 Eber, Peleg, Reu, 26 Serug, Nahor, Terah, 27 Abraham. 28 And the sons of Abraham: Isaac and Ishmael. 29 Now these are the generations of the firstborn, Ishmael: Nebaioth, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 30 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Teman, 31 Jetur, Naphish, Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael. 

32 The sons of Keturah, Abraham’s concubine: and she bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Midian, Medan, Ishbak, Shuah. And the sons of Jokshan: Dedan and Sheba. 33 The sons of Midian: Ephah, Epher, Enoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were sons of Keturah. 

34 And Abraham became the father of Isaac, and the sons of Isaac: Jacob and Esau. 

35 The sons of Esau: Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jalam, Korah. 36 The sons of Eliphaz: Teman, Omar, Zephi, Gatam, Kenaz, Amalek by Timnah. 37 And the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. 38 The sons of Seir: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer. 39 And the sons of Lotan: Hori, Homam, Elath, and Timna. 40 The sons of Shobal: Alian, Manahath, Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. And the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah. 41 The son of Anah: Dishon. And the sons of Dishon: Hamran, Eshban, Ithran, and Keran. 42 The sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Jaakan. The sons of Dishon: Uz and Aran. 

43 Now these were their kings: Bela the son of Beor, and the name of his city was Dinhabah. 44 And Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah, from Bozrah, reigned in his place. 45 And Jobab died, and Husham from the land of Teman reigned in his place. 46 And Husham died, and Hadad son of Bedad, the one who struck Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his place. And the name of his city was Avioth. 47 And Hadad died, and reigning in his place was 49 Baal-hanan son of Acbor. 50 And Baal-hanan son of Acbor died, and Hadad son of Bedad reigned in his place, and the name of his city was Pau. 51 And Hadad died, and Samlah from Masrekah reigned in his place. Samlah died, and reigning in his place was Shaul from Rehoboth beside the river. And Shaul died. Now the chiefs of Edom were: Chief Timna, Chief Aliah, Chief Jetheth, 52 Chief Oholibamah, Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, 53 Chief Kenaz, Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, 54 Chief Magdiel, Chief Imram. These were the chiefs of Edom. 




Genealogy of Judah

2 These are the names of the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, 2 Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, Asher. 

3 The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah. These three were born to him by the daughter of Shua, the Canaanite woman. And Er, the firstborn of Judah, was wicked before the Lord, and he killed him. 4 Tamar, his bride, bore to him Perez and Zerah. All the sons of Judah were five. 5 The sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul. 6 The sons of Zerah: Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Calcol, and Dara, five in all. 7 The sons of Carmi: Achar, the hindrance of Israel, who broke faith for the cursed thing. 8 The son of Ethan: Azariah. 9 The sons of Hezron, who were born to him: Jerahmeel, Ram, Caleb, and Aram. 10 Ram fathered Amminadab, and Amminadab fathered Nahshon, the ruler of the house of Judah. 11 Nahshon fathered Salmon, and Salmon fathered Boaz. 12 Boaz fathered Obed, and Obed fathered Jesse. 13 Jesse fathered his firstborn, Eliab; Abinadab, the second; Shimea, the third; 14 Nethanel, the fourth; Raddai, the fifth; 15 Ozem, the sixth; David, the seventh, 16 and their sister, Zeruiah. And the sons of Zeruiah: Abishai, Joab, and Asahel, three in all. 17 Abigail bore Amasa, and the father of Amasa was Jether, the Ishmaelite. 

18 Caleb the son of Hezron, fathered by Azubah, his wife, and by Jerioth. These are her sons: Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon. 19 Azubah died, and Caleb took for himself Ephrathah, and she fathered Hur for him. 20 Hur fathered Uri, and Uri fathered Bezalel. 21 After these things Hezron went in to the daughter of Machir, the father of Gilead. And he took her, and he was sixty years old, and she bore to him Segub. 22 Segub fathered Jair, and there were to him twenty-three cities in Gilead. 23 Now, he took Geshur and Aram, the villages of Jair, from them, Kenath and its villages, sixty cities. All these were of the sons of Machir, father of Gilead. 24 Now, after Hezron died, Caleb came into Ephrathah, and the wife of Hezron was Abijah, and she bore for him Ashhur, father of Tekoa. 25 The sons of Jerahmeel, the firstborn of Hezron, were the firstborn Ram and Bunah and Oren and Ozem and Ahijah, his brother. 26 There was another wife to Jerahmeel, and her name was Atarah. She is the mother of Onam. 27 These were sons of Ram, the firstborn of Jerahmeel: Maaz and Jamin and Eker. 28 These were sons of Onam: Shammai and Jada. And the sons of Shammai: Nadab and Abishur. 29 The name of the wife of Abishur was Abihail, and she bore to him Ahban and Molid. 30 The sons of Nadab: Seled and Appaim. Seled died not having children. 31 The sons of Appaim: Ishi. And the sons of Ishi: Sheshan. and the son of Sheshan: Ahlai. 32 The sons of Jada: Achishammai, Jether, Jonathan. Jether died, not having children. 33 The sons of Jonathan: Peleth and Zaza. These were the sons of Jerahmeel. 34 There were no sons to Sheshan, but daughters. And to Sheshan there was an Egyptian servant, and his name was Jarha. 35 Now, Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha, his servant, for a wife, and she bore to him Attai. 36 Attai fathered Nathan, and Nathan fathered Zabad. 37 Zabad fathered Ephlal, and Ephlal fathered Obed. 38 Obed fathered Jehu, and Jehu fathered Azariah. 39 Azariah fathered Helez, and Helez fathered Eleasah. 40 Eleasah fathered Sismai, and Sismai fathered Shallum. 41 Shallum fathered Jekamiah, and Jekamiah fathered Elishama. 42 The sons of Caleb, brother of Jerahmeel: Mesha, his firstborn. He was the father of Ziph. The sons of Mareshah, the father of Hebron. 43 The sons of Hebron: Korah and Tappuah and Rekem and Shema. 44 Shema fathered Raham, father of Jorkeam, and Rekem fathered Shammai. 45 His son was Maon, and Maon was the father of Zur. 46 Ephah, concubine of Caleb, bore Haran and Moza and Gazez, and Haran fathered Gazez. 47 The sons of Jahdai: Regem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph. 48 The concubine of Caleb, Maacah, bore Sheber and Tirhanah. 49 She bore Shaaph, father of Madmannah, and Sheva, father of Machbenah and father of Gibea. And the daughter of Caleb was Achsah. 50 These were the sons of Caleb. The sons of Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah: Shobal, the father of Kiriath-jearim; 51 Solomon, the father of Betha; Lammon, the father of Bethlehem; Hareph, the father of Beth-gader. 52 These were sons to Shobal, father of Kiriath-jearim: Haio, Heseira, Manahoth, 53 Emospheos, the cities of Kiriath-jearim, Aithalim, and Puthites and Shumathites and Mishraites; from these the Zorathites and the sons of the Eshtaolites went out. 54 The sons of Solomon: Bethlehem, Netophathite, Atroth from the house of Joab, and half of the Manahathites, Zorites. 55 The lineage of the scribes who dwell in Jabez: Tirathites, Shimeathites, Sucathites; these are the Kenites who came out from Hammath, the father of the house of Rechab. 




Genealogy of David

3 These were the sons of David who were born to him in Hebron: the firstborn Amnon, by Ahinoam the Israelite; the second, Daniel, by Abigail the Carmelite; 2 the third, Absalom, the son of Maacah, daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; the fourth, Adonijah, the son of Haggith; 3 the fifth, Shephatiah of Abital; the sixth Ithream, by Eglah, his wife. 4 Six were born to him in Hebron, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-three years. 5 These were born to him in Jerusalem: Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon, four to Bath-shua, daughter of Ammiel; 6 and Ibhar and Elishama and Eliphelet 7 and Nogah and Nepheg and Japhia 8 and Elishama and Eliada and Eliphelet, nine in all. 9 All were the sons of David, besides the sons of the concubines, and Tamar their sister. 

10 The sons of Solomon: Rehoboam, Abijah his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son, 11 Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son, 12 Amaziah his son, Azariah his son, Jotham his son, 13 Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh his son, 14 Amon his son, Josiah his son. 15 The sons of Josiah: the firstborn Johanan, the second, Jehoiakim; the third, Zedekiah; the fourth, Shallum. 16 The sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son, Zedekiah his son. 17 The sons of Jeconiah: Aseir, Shealtiel his son; 18 Malchiram and Pedaiah and Shenazzar and Jekamiah and Hoshama and Nedabiah. 19 The sons of Shealtiel: Zerubbabel, Meshullam, and Hananiah, and Shelomith, their sister, 20 and Hashubah and Ohel and Berechiah and Hasadiah and Jushab-hesed, five in all. 21 The sons of Hananiah: Pelatiah and Jeshaiah his son, Rephaiah his son, Arnan his son, Obadiah his son, Shecaniah his son. 22 The son of Shecaniah: Shemaiah. And the son of Shemaiah: Hattush and Igal and Bariah and Neariah and Shaphat, six in all. 23 The sons of Neariah: Elioenai and Hezekiah and Azrikam, three in all. 24 The sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah and Eliashib and Pelaiah and Akkub and Johanan and Delaiah and Anani, seven in all. 




Genealogies of the Tribes of Israel

4 The sons of Judah: Perez and Hezron and Carmi and Hur and Shobal 2 and Reaiah his son. Shobal fathered Jahath, and Jahath fathered Ahumai and Lahad. These are the generations of the Zorathites. 3 These are the sons of Etam: Jezreel and Ishma and Idbash, and the name of their sister was Hazzelponi. 4 Penuel, the father of Gedor, and Ezer, the father of Hushah. These are the sons of Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah, the father of Bethlehem. 5 To Ashhur, father of Tekoa, were two wives: Helah and Naarah. 6 Naarah bore for him Ahuzzam and Hepher and Temeni and Ahashtari; all these are the sons of Naarah. 7 The sons of Helah: Zereth and Izhar and Ethan. 8 Koz fathered Anub and Zobebah, and you will father the brother of Rechab, son of Jearim. 

9 Jabez was held in esteem more than his brothers, and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, “I have fathered as ‘gabes.’ ”a 10 Jabez called upon the God of Israel, saying, “If blessing you will bless me and increase my borders, and your hand be with me, and may you produce knowledge to not humble me.” And God brought everything, as much as he requested. 

11 Caleb, the father of Achsah, fathered Machir. He was the father of Eshton. 12 Eshton fathered Beth-rapha and Paseah and Tehinnah, father of the city of Nahash, brother of Eselon the Kenezi; these are the men of Recah. 13 The sons of Kenaz: Othniel and Seraiah. And the son of Othniel: Hathath. 14 Meonothai fathered Ophrah, and Seraiah fathered Joab, father of Ge-harashim, because they were craftsmen. 15 The sons of Caleb son of Jephunneh: Elah and Adai and Naam. The son of Elah: Kenaz, 16 and his son Geseel and Ameachi and Ziphah and Zaira and Asarel. 17 The sons of Ezrah: Jether and Mered and Epher and Jalon, and Jether fathered Miriam and Shammai and Mareth, father of Eshtemoa. 18 His wife, she is Adia, bore Jared, father of Gedor; and Heber, father of Socoh; and Jekuthiel, father of Zanoah. These are the sons of Gelia, the daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered took. 19 The sons of the wife of Hodiah, sister of Naham. And Daleilia, the father of Keilah; and Semegon, the father of Ioman; and Manaem, the father of Keilah: Hatamei and Esthemoa and Nochathei. 20 The sons of Shimon: Amnon and Rinnah, the son of Hanan, and Tolon. The sons of Ishi: Zoheth and the sons of Zoheth. 21 The sons of Shelah son of Judah: Er, the father of Lecah, and Laadah, the father of Mareshah and the generations of the houses of Ephrath Abak to the house of Beth-ashbea. 22 And Jokim and the men of Cozeba and Joash and Saraph, who dwelled in Moab; and Abederin Athukiin turned them back. 23 These are the potters who dwelled in Netaim and Gaderah with the king in his dominion. They grew strong and dwelled there. 

24 The sons of Simeon: Nemuel, Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Saul; 25 Shallum his son, Mibsam his son, Mishma his son, 26 Shimei his son. 27 To Shimei there were sixteen sons and three daughters. But to their brothers there were not many sons, and all their lineage did not increase like the sons of Judah. 28 They lived in Beer-sheba and Shema and Moladah and Hazar-shual, 29 Bilhah and Ezem and Tolad 30 and Bethuel and Hormah and Ziklag 31 and Beth-marcaboth and Hazar-susah and the house of Biri-shaaraim. These were their cities until King David. 32 Their villages were Etam and Rimmon and Tochen and Ashan, fiveb cities in all. 33 All their villages were around these cities up to Baal. This was their possession and their distribution. 34 Meshobab and Jamlech and Joshah son of Amaziah, 35 and Joel, and he was the son of Joshibiah the son of Seraiah, the son of Asiel, 36 and Elioenai and Jaakobah and Jeshohaiah and Asaiah, the sons of Aosal the son of Saphal, 37 son of Allon, son of Jedaiah, son of Shimri, son of Shemaiah. 38 These are the ones who went by the names of rulers in their families, and in the houses of their lineage they multiplied into a multitude. 

39 They went until coming to Gerar, to the east of Ai, to seek pasture for their livestock. 40 They discovered rich and good pasture, and the land was spread before them, and there was peace and quiet because there were some of the sons of Ham who dwelled there before. 41 These, who were written by name, came in the days of Hezekiah, king of Judah, and they struck their houses and the Meunim whom they found there. They cursed them until this day, and they occupied instead of them, because there was pasturage for their livestock there. 42 Some of them from the sons of Simeon came to the mountain of Seir, five hundred men; and Pelatiah and Neariah and Rephaiah and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi, were their rulers. 43 And they struck down the remaining ones of the remnants of Amalek up to this day. 




5 The sons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel (for he was the firstborn, but in the going up to his father’s bed, he gave his blessing to his son, Joseph, son of Israel; and hea was not considered as the firstborn, 2 because Judah was mighty in strength even among his brothers and a leader was possible from him, but the blessing was Joseph’s). 3 The sons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel: Enoch and Pallu and Hezron and Carmi. 4 The sons of Joel: Shimei and Benaiah, his son, and the sons of Gog son of Shimei. 5 His son Micah, his son Reaiah, his son Baal, 6 his son Beerah, whom Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, took away captive. He was the commander of Reuben. 7 And his brothers in his country in their distribution according to their family: the commander Joel and Zechariah 8 and Bela son of Azaz, son of Shema, son of Joel; he dwelled in Aroer and at Nebo and Baal-meon. 9 He dwelled toward the east until the beginning of the desert from the river Euphrates, because he had many livestock in the land of Gilead. 10 In the days of Saul they made war against the sojourners and fell by their hands, those dwelling in tents, all those to the east of the Gilead. 

11 The sons of Gad dwelled opposite them in the Bashan, up to Salecah. 12 Joel the firstborn, and Shapham, the second, and Janai, the scribe, in Bashan. 13 And their brothers according to the houses of their families: Michael and Meshullam and Sheba and Jorai and Jacan and Zia and Eber, eight in all. 14 These are the sons of Abihail son of Huri, son of Jaroah, son of Gilead, son of Michael, son of Jeshishai, son of Jahdo, son of Buz, 15 son of Abdiel, son of Guni, commander of their paternal house. 16 These were among those dwelling in Gilead, in Bashan, and in their villages, and all the region around Sharon up to the exodus. 17 The registration of all happened in the days of Jotham, king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, king of Israel. 

18 The sons of Reuben and Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh: from mighty sons, men raising shields and sword and extending bow and teaching war, forty-four thousand seven hundred and sixty who went forth into battle. 19 They made war with the Hagrites and Jetur and Naphish and Nodab, 20 and they prevailed against them, and the Hagrites and all their dwellings were given over into their hands because they cried aloud to God during the battle, and he heard them, because they put their hope in him. 21 They took captive their goods: five thousand camels, two hundred and fifty thousand sheep, two thousand asses, and one hundred thousand lives of men. 22 For many fell wounded because the war was from God, and they dwelled there instead of them until the captivity. 

23 The half-tribe of Manasseh dwelled from Bashan up to Baal-hermon and Senir and Mount Hermon, and they multiplied in Lebanon. 24 These were the leaders of the house of their families: Epher and Ishi and Eliel and Azriel and Jeremiah and Hodaviah and Jahdiel, strong men with power, famous men, rulers of the houses of their families. 

25 They denied the God of their ancestors and prostituted after the gods of the peoples of the land, whom God had removed from their face. 26 The God of Israel raised the spirit of Pul, king of Assyria—even the spirit of Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria—and he led captive Reuben and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh and led them into Halah and Habor and to the river Gozan until this day. 




6 aThe sons of Levi: Gershom, Kohath, and Merari. 2 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 3 The sons of Amram: Aaron and Moses and Miriam. And the sons of Aaron: Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 4 Eleazar fathered Phinehas, Phinehas fathered Abishua, 5 Abishua fathered Bukki, and Bukki fathered Uzzi. 6 Uzzi fathered Zerahiah, Zerahiah fathered Meraioth, 7 and Meraioth fathered Amariah, and Amariah fathered Ahitub, 8 and Ahitub fathered Zadok, and Zadok fathered Ahimaaz, 9 and Ahimaaz fathered Azariah, and Azariah fathered Johanan, 10 and Johanan fathered Azariah. He was priest in the house that Solomon built in Jerusalem. 11 Azariah fathered Amariah, and Amariah fathered Ahitub, 12 and Ahitub fathered Zadok, and Zadok fathered Shallum, 13 and Shallum fathered Hilkiah, and Hilkiah fathered Azariah, 14 and Azariah fathered Seraiah, and Seraiah fathered Jehozadak. 15 Jehozadak went into the captivity with Judah and Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 

16 The sons of Levi: Gershom, Kohath, and Merari. 17 These are the names of the sons of Gershom: Libni and Shimei. 18 The sons of Kohath: Amram and Izhar and Hebron and Uzziel. 19 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. These are the progeny of Levi according to their families. 20 To Gershom, to Libni, his son: Jahath his son, Zimmah his son, 21 Joah his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, Jeatherai his son. 22 The sons of Kohath: Amminadab his son, Korah his son, Assir his son, 23 Elkanah, and Ebiasaph his son, Assir his son, 24 Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, Saul his son. 25 The sons of Elkanah: Amasai and Ahimoth, 26 Elkanah his son, Zophai his son, Nahath his son, 27 Eliab his son, Idaer his son, Elkanah his son. 28 The sons of Samuel: the firstborn Sani and Abijah. 29 The sons of Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzzah his son, 30 Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, Asaiah his son. 

31 These are the ones whom David appointed on the hands of the singers in the house of the Lord at the resting of the ark. 32 They were ministering before the tent of the house of witness with instruments until Solomon built the house in Jerusalem, and they stood according to their judgment at their ministries. 33 These are the ones who stood, and their sons, from the sons of Kohath: Heman, the psalmist, the son of Joel, son of Samuel, 34 son of Elkanah, son of Jeroham, son of Eliel, son of Toah, 35 son of Ziph, son of Elkanah, son of Mahath, son of Amasai, 36 son of Elkanah, son of Joel, son of Azariah, son of Zephaniah, 37 son of Tahath, son of Assir, son of Ebiasaph, son of Korah, 38 son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, son of Israel. 39 His brother Asaph, who stood at his right: Asaph son of Berechiah, son of Shimea, 40 son of Michael, son of Baaseiah, son of Malchijah, 41 son of Ethni, son of Zerah, son of Adaiah, 42 son of Ethan, son of Zimmah, son of Shimei, 43 son of Echa, son of Gershom, son of Levi. 44 The sons of Merari, their brother, on the left: Ethan son of Kishi, son of Abdi, son of Malluch, 45 son of Hashabiah, son of Amaziah, 46 son of Bani, son of Shemer, 47 son of Mahli, Mushi, son of Merari, son of Levi. 

48 Their brothers according to the houses of their families: the Levites, who devoted themselves to every work of ministry in the tent of the house of God. 49 Aaron and his sons burned incense at the altar of the whole burnt offerings, and on the altar of incense for all the daily ministry, at the holy of holies, and to make atonement concerning Israel according to everything that Moses, the servant of God, commanded. 

50 These are the sons of Aaron: Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son, 51 Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son, 52 Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son, 53 Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son. 

54 These are their dwellings in their villages in their boundaries for the sons of Aaron, their family of Kohathites, for the lot came to them. 55 They gave them Hebron in Judea and its surrounding cities around it. 56 The fields of the city and its villages they gave to Caleb, son of Jephunneh. 57 To the sons of Aaron they gave the cities of refuge: Hebron, and Libnah and its surrounding cities, and Hilen and its surrounding cities, and Eshtemoa and its surrounding cities, 58 and Jattir and its surrounding cities, and Debir and its surrounding cities, 59 and Ashan and its surrounding cities, and Attan and its surrounding cities, and Beth-shemesh; 60 and from the tribe of Benjamin, Geba and its surrounding cities, and Alemeth and its surrounding cities, and Anathoth and its surrounding cities. All their cities were thirteen cities according to their families. 61 To the sons of Kohath, to the ones who remained from the families, from the tribe of the half-tribe of Manasseh, they were given by lot ten cities. 62 To the sons of Gershom, according to their families, from the tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of Asher, from the tribe of Naphtali, from the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities were given. 63 To the sons of Merari, according to their families, from the tribe of Reuben, from the tribe of Dan, from the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities were given by lot. 64 The sons of Israel gave to the Levites the cities and their surrounding cities. 65 They gave these cities which he named them, by lot from the tribe of the sons of Judah and from the tribe of the sons of Simeon, which they named them. 66 For the families of the sons of Kohath there were also cities of their boundaries from the tribe of Ephraim. 67 Also they gave to it the cities of refuge: Shechem and its surrounding cities, at mount Ephraim, and Gezer and its surrounding cities, 68 and Jokmeam and its surrounding cities, and Beth-horon and its surrounding cities, 69 and Aijalon and its surrounding cities, and Gath-rimmon and its surrounding cities; 70 and from the half-tribe of Manasseh, Aner and its surrounding cities, according to the family by the sons of Kohath who remained. 71 To the sons of Gershom from the lineage of the half-tribe of Manasseh: Golan from Bashan and its surrounding cities, and Ashteroth and its surrounding cities. 72 From the tribe of Issachar: Kedesh and its surrounding cities, and Daberath and its surrounding cities, and Dabor and its surrounding cities. 74 From the tribe of Asher: Mashal and its surrounding cities, and Abdon and its surrounding cities, 75 and Hukok and its surrounding cities, and Rehob and its surrounding cities. 76 From the tribe of Naphtali: Kedesh in Galilee and its surrounding cities, and Hammon and its surrounding cities, and Kiriathaim and its surrounding cities. 77 To the sons of Merari who remained, from the tribe of Zebulun: Rimmono and its surrounding cities, and Tabor and its surrounding cities. 78 From beyond the Jordan and Jericho to the west of the Jordan, from the tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the desert and its surrounding cities, 79 and Kedemoth and its surrounding cities, and Mephaath and its surrounding cities. 80 From the tribe of Gad: Ramoth Gilead and its surrounding cities, and Mahanaim and its surrounding cities, 81 and Heshbon and its surrounding cities, and Jazer and its surrounding cities. 




7 Now, to the sons of Issachar: Tola and Puah and Jashub and Shimron, four in all. 2 The sons of Tola: Uzzi and Rephaiah and Jeriel and Jahmai and Ibsam and Samuel. Rulers of their paternal houses in Tola, they were strong in might according to their generations; their number in the days of David was twenty-two thousand six hundred. 3 The sons of Uzzi: Izrahiah and Michael. And the sons of Izrahiah: Obadiah and Joel and Isshiah, five in all, all rulers. 4 Among them, according to their generations, according to the houses of their heritage, strong men, arrayed for war, thirty-six thousand, because they multiplied women and children. 5 Their brothers in all the families of Issachar, also mighty men in strength, eighty-seven thousand, the number of all of them. 

6 Benjamin and Becher and Jediael, three in all. 7 The sons of Bela: Ezbon and Uzzi and Uzziel and Jerimoth and Iri, five in all, rulers of the houses of families, strong men in might, and their number was twenty-two thousand thirty-four. 8 The sons of Becher: Zemirah and Joash and Eliezer and Elioenai and Omri and Jeremoth and Abijah and Anathoth and Alemeth; all these were the sons of Becher. 9 Their number according to their generations, rulers of their paternal houses, strong men in might, was twenty thousand two hundred. 10 The son of Jediael: Bilhan. And the sons of Bilhan: Jeush and Benjamin and Ehud and Chenaanah and Zethan and Tarshish and Ahishahar. 11 All these were the sons of Jediael, rulers of families, strong men in might, seventeen thousand two hundred going out in strength to war. 12 Shuppim and Huppim and the sons of Raom, his son Aher. 

13 The sons of Nephthali: Jahziel and Guni and Jezer and Shallum, the sons of Bilhah. 

14 The sons of Manasseh: Asriel, whom his Syrian concubine bore; she bore Machir, father of Gilead. 15 Machir took a wife for Huppim and Shuppim, and the name of his sister was Maacah, and the name to the second son was Zelophehad. 16 Maacah, wife of Machir, bore a son, and she called his name Sheresh. His son was Ulam. 17 Bedan. These are the sons of Gilead son of Machir, son of Manasseh. 18 His sister, Hammolecheth, bore Ishhod and Abiezer and Mahlah. 19 The sons of Shemida were Ahian and Shechem and Likhi and Aniam. 

20 The sons of Ephraim: Shuthelah, the sons of Eleadah, his son Tahath, 21 his son Zabad, his sons Ezer and Elead. And the men from Gath, who were born in the land, killed him, because they went down to take their livestock. 22 Their father, Ephraim, mourned many days, and their brothers came to comfort him. 23 He went to his wife, and she became pregnant and bore a son, and he called his name Beriah because, “He came during evil times in my house.” 24 He was among those who remained, and he built Beth-horon, the lower and the upper. And the sons of Uzzen: Sheerah 25 and Rephah his sons, Resheph and Telah his sons, Tahan his son. 26 To Ladan, his son: the sons of Ammihud, the sons of Elishama, 27 the sons of Nun, the sons of Joshua, his sons. 28 Their possession and their settlement was Bethel and its villages, and according to the east, Naaran, and to the west, Gezer and its villages, and Shechem and its villages, up to Aijah and its villages. 29 Up to the boundaries of the sons of Manasseh, Beth-shean and its villages, Taanach and its villages, and Balad and its villages, Megiddo and its villages, Dor and its villages. The sons of Joseph, son of Israel, dwelt in this way. 

30 The sons of Asher: Imnah and Ishvah and Ishvi and Beriah and Serah, and their sister. 31 The sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel. He is the father of Birzaith. 32 Heber fathered Japhlet and Shomer and Hotham and Shua, their sister. 33 The sons of Japhlet: Pasach and Bimhal and Ashvath. These are the sons of Japhlet. 34 And the sons of Shemer: Ahi Rohgah and Jehubbah Aram 35 and Helem. His brothers were Zophah and Imna and Shelesh and Amal. 36 The sons of Zophah: Suah and Harnepher and Shual and Beri and Imrah 37 and Bezer and Hod and Shamma and Shilshah and Ithran and Beera. 38 And the sons of Jether: Jephunneh and Pispah and Ara. 39 And the sons of Ulla: Arah Hanniel and Rizia. 40 All these were the sons of Asher, all rulers of families, select ones, strong in might, rulers, leaders, their number for arrangement for battle to make war. Their number was twenty-six thousand men. 




8 Now Benjamin fathered Bela his firstborn, and Ashbel, the second, Aharah, the third, 2 Nohah, the fourth, and Rapha, the fifth. 3 The sons to Bela were Addar and Gera and Abihud 4 and Abishua and Naaman and Ahoah 5 and Gera and Shephuphan and Huram. 6 These are the sons of Ehud. These were rulers of families for those who dwelled in Geba and led them to Manahath. 7 And Naaman and Ahijah and Gera, that is, Higaam, he fathered Uzza and Ahihud. 8 Shaharaim fathered sons by the plain of Moab after he sent away Hushim and Baara, his wife. 9 He fathered by Hodesh, his wife, Jobab and Zibia and Mesha and Malcam 10 and Jeuz and Sachia and Mirmah. These were rulers of families. 11 By Hushim he fathered Abitub and Elpaal. 12 And the sons of Elpaal were Eber, Misham, Shemed. He built Ono and its villages. 13 And Beriah and Shema: these were the rulers of families who dwelled in Elam. These drove out those who dwelled in Gath. 14 His brother was Shashak and Jeremoth 15 and Zebadiah and Arad and Eder 16 and Michael and Ishpah and Joha, the sons of Beriah. 17 And Zebadiah and Meshullam and Hizki and Heber 18 and Ishmerai and Izliah and Jobab, the sons of Elpaal 19 And Jakim and Zichri and Zabdi 20 and Elienai and Zillethai and Eliel 21 and Adaiah and Beriga and Beraiah and Shimrath, sons of Shimei. 22 And Ishpan and Eber and Eliel 23 and Abdon and Zichri and Hanan 24 and Hananiah and Omri and Elam and Anthothijah 25 and Athin and Iphdeiah and Peniel, the sons of Shashak. 26 And Shamsherai and Shehariah and Athaliah 27 and Jaareshiah and Saraia and Elijah and Zichri, the sons of Jeroham. 28 These were rulers of families according to their generations; these rulers dwelled in Jerusalem. 29 The father of Gibeon dwelled in Gibeon, and the name of his wife was Maacah. 30 Her firstborn son was Abdon, and Zur and Kish and Baal and Nadab 31 and Gedor, and his brother, and Zecher and Mikloth. 32 Mikloth fathered Shimeah, for these dwelled in Jerusalem opposite their brothers with their brothers. 33 And Ner fathered Kish, and Kish fathered Saul, and Saul fathered Jonathan and Malchishua and Abinadab and Esh-baal. 34 The sons of Jonathan: Merib-baal, and Merib-baal fathered Micah. 35 The sons of Micah: Pithon and Melech and Tarea and Ahaz. 36 Ahaz fathered Jehoaddah and Iada, and Iada fathered Alemeth and Azmaveth and Zimri. And Zimri fathered Moza. 37 Moza fathered Binea; Raphah was his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son. 38 To Azel there were six sons, and these are their names: Azrikam his firstborn, and Ishmael and Shearaiah and Obadiah and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel. 39 The sons of Eshek, his brother: Ulam his firstborn, and Jeush, the second, and Eliphelet, the third. 40 The sons of Ulam were strong men with power, stretching the bow and multiplying sons and sons of sons, one hundred and fifty. All these were from the sons of Benjamin. 




The Returned Remnant

9 This is all Israel, their census, and these are written in the document of the kings of Israel and Judah, with the ones who were made to dwell in Babylon due to their lawlessness. 

2 The ones who dwelled before in their possessions, in the cities: Israel, the Levite sons, the priests, and the appointed ones. 3 They dwelled in Jerusalem, some of the sons of Judah and some of the sons of Benjamin and some of the sons of Ephraim and Manasseh. 4 And Uthai, and the son of Ammihud, the son of Omri, the sons of the sons of Perez, and the son of Judah. 5 And the sons of the Shilonites, Asaiah his firstborn. 6 From the sons of Zerah: Jeuel and their brothers, six hundred and ninety. 7 From the sons of Benjamin: Sallu son of Meshullam, the son of Hodaviah, the son of Senuah; 8 and Ibneiah son of Jeroham. These were the sons of Uzzi the son of Micri and Meshullam the son of Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah, 9 and their brothers according to their generations, nine hundred and fifty-six, all the men rulers of families according to the houses of their families. 

10 From the priests: Jedaiah and Jehoiarib and Jachin 11 and Azariah, the sons of Hilkiah son of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son of Meraioth, son of Ahitub, leader of the house of God; 12 and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, son of Pashhur, son of Malchijah; and Maasai the son of Adiel, son of Jahzerah, son of Meshullam, son of Meshillemoth, son of Immer; 13 and their brothers, rulers of the houses of families, one thousand seven hundred and sixty, strong in might, for the daily ministry of service for the house of God. 

14 From the Levites: Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, son of Azrikam, son of Hashabiah, from the sons of Merari; 15 and Bakbakkar and Heresh and Galal and Mattaniah the son of Mica, son of Zichri, son of Asaph; 16 and Obadiah the son of Shemaiah, son of Galal, son of Jeduthun; and Berechiah the son of Asa, son of Elkanah, who settled in the Netophathite villages. 17 The gatekeepers: Shallum, Akkub, Talmon, and Ahiman, and their brothers. Shallum was the ruler. 18 And he was until this time at the gates of the king at the East. These are the gates of the encampments of the sons of Levi. 19 And Shallum the son of Kore, son of Ebiasaph, son of Korah, and his brothers in the house of his father. The Korahites were over the affairs of the ministry, keeping the guards of the tabernacle, and their fathers were over the encampment guarding the entrance. 20 Phinehas the son of Eleazar was leader over them before, and these were with him: 21 Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah was gatekeeper of the entrance of the tent of witness. 22 All the selected ones for the gates, at the gates, were two hundred and twelve. These were their distribution at their courts. David and Samuel the seer placed these in their trust. 23 These and their sons were at the gates at the house of the Lord in the house of the tabernacle to keep watch. 24 The gates were toward the four winds: to the east, west, north, south. 25 Their brothers were in their courts to enter every seven days from time to time with these. 26 For four strong men were in the trust of the gates. The Levites were over the priest’s chamber, and they camped over the treasury for the house of God 27 because the guard was for them, and these were over the keys to open early in the day the doors of the temple. 28 Some of them were over the implements for ministry, that they would carry them in by number. 29 Some of them were appointed over the implements and over all sacred implements and over the fine flour, the wine, the oil, the frankincense, and the spices. 30 Some of the sons of the priests were makers of scents and for spices. 31 Mattithiah, from the Levites (he was the firstborn to Shallum the Korahite) was in charge over the affairs of the sacrifices of the pan of the great priest. 32 Benaiah the Kohathite, from their brothers, was over the bread of presentation to prepare for the Sabbath, according to the Sabbath. 33 These are the singers, rulers of the families of the Levites, appointed for the daily service, for day and night they were over them in the affairs. 34 These were the rulers of the families, rulers according to their generations; these ones dwelled in Jerusalem. 

Genealogy of Saul

35 Jeiel, the father of Gibeon, dwelled in Gibeon, and the name of his wife was Maacah. 36 His firstborn son was Abdon, and Zur and Kish and Baal and Ner and Nadab 37 and Gedor and his brother and Zechariah and Mikloth. 38 Mikloth fathered Shimeah, and these dwelled in the midst of their brothers in Jerusalem, in the midst of their brothers. 39 Ner fathered Kish, and Kish fathered Saul, and Saul fathered Jonathan and Malchishua and Abinadab and Esh-baal. 40 The son of Jonathan was Merib-baal, and Merib-baal fathered Micah. 41 The sons of Micah were Pithon and Melech and Tahrea. 42 Ahaz fathered Jarah, and Jarah fathered Alemeth and Azmaveth and Zimri, and Zimri fathered Moza. 43 Moza fathered Binea, Rephaiah his son, Eleasah his son. 44 To Azel there were six sons, and these were their names: Azrikam his firstborn, and Ishmael and Sheariah and Obadiah and Hanan. These were the sons of Azel. 




The Death of Saul

10 The foreigners made war against Israel, and they fled from the face of the foreigners, and they fell wounded at Mount Gilboa. 2 The foreigners pursued after Saul and after his sons, and the foreigners struck Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchishua, the sons of Saul. 3 The war weighed heavily upon Saul, and the bowmen found them with bows, also for affliction, and they suffered from the bows. 4 Then Saul said to the one who carried his weapons, “Draw your sword and strike me with it, lest these uncircumcised come and mock me.” The one who carried his weapons did not want to because he was very afraid, so Saul took the sword and fell upon it. 5 The one who carried his weapons saw that Saul died, so he also fell upon his sword. 6 Saul and three of his sons died on that day, and his whole household died at the same time. 7 Every man of Israel who was in the valley saw that Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons died, so they abandoned their cities and fled. Then the foreigners came and dwelled in them. 

8 It happened on the next day, when the foreigners came to strip the wounded, that they found Saul and his fallen sons at Mount Gilboa. 9 They stripped him and took his head and his weapons, and they sent them around the land of the foreigners to bring good news to their idols and the people. 10 They put their weapons in the house of their god, and they put his head in the house of Dagon. 11 Everyone who dwelled in Gilead heard everything that the foreigners had done to Saul and Israel. 12 Every mighty man was roused from Gilead, and they took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons and brought them to Jabesh. They buried their bones under the oak in Jabesh and fasted seven days. 13 Saul died in his lawlessness, in which he had acted wickedly against God, against the word of the Lord, since he had not kept it; for Saul had inquired by the one who speaks from the belly to seek advice, and Samuel the prophet had answered him. 14 He did not seek the Lord, so he killed him and turned the kingdom over to David son of Jesse. 




David Secures the Throne

11 All Israel came to David at Hebron, saying, “Behold, we are your bones and your flesh. 2 And yesterday and the third, when Saul was king, you were the one leading Israel in and out, and the Lord of Israel said to you, ‘You shall care for my people Israel, and you shall be a leader over Israel.’ ” 3 All the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David arranged a covenant with them at Hebron, at Hebron before the Lord. And they anointed David as king over Israel according to the word of the Lord by the hand of Samuel. 

4 Now the king and his men went to Jerusalem, that is, Jebus, and there were the Jebusites, who dwelled in Jebus. 5 They said to David, “You shall not enter here.” But he seized the whole extent of Zion. This is the city of David. 6 David said, “Anyone who beats a Jebusite first, he will also be a commander and a general.” Joab son of Zeruiah went up against it first, and he became commander. 7 David set himself up in the whole area; on this account, he called it the city of David. 8 He built the city round about and made war and took the city. 9 David went, advancing, and the Lord Almighty was with him. 

10 These are the commanders of the mighty men who were with David, who prevailed with him in his reign with all Israel, to make him king according to the word of the Lord, over Israel. 11 This is the number of the mighty men of David: Jashobeam son of Hachmoni, first of the thirty. He drew his sword once against three hundred, whom he killed at one time. 12 After him was Eleazar son of Dodo, the Ahohite. He was among the three mighty men. 13 He was with David in Pas-dammim, and the foreigners gathered there for battle. And there was a part of the field full of barley, and the people fled from the face of the foreigners. 14 He stood in the midst of the portion and held it and struck the foreigners, and the Lord made a great deliverance. 15 Three of the thirty commanders went down to the rock to David, into the cave of Adullam, and the encampment of the foreigners was at the valley of the giants. 16 David was then in the enclosure, and the troops of the foreigners were at that time in Bethlehem. 17 David desired and said, “Who will give me water to drink from the well at Bethlehem, which is at the gate?” 18 The three breached the encampment of the foreigners and drew water from the well, which is in Bethlehem, which was at the gate, and they took it to David. But David did not want to drink it. He poured it to the Lord. 19 He said, “May God be gracious to me to do this word. Shall I drink the blood of these men with their lives? For by their lives they brought it.” So, he did not want to drink it. The three mighty men did these things. 

20 Abishai, brother of Joab, was commander of the three. He drew his sword against three hundred, whom he killed at one time, and he was famous among the three. 21 Of the three, he was held in more esteem than the other two, and he was a commander for them. But he did not attain to the distinction of the first three. 22 Benaiah son of Jehoiada was the son of a mighty man. His many deeds were beyond Kabzeel. He struck the two sons of Ariel of Moab, and he descended and struck the lion in the pit on a snowy day. 23 He struck an Egyptian man, an eye-catching man, five cubits high. In the hand of the Egyptian was a spear like a weavers’ beam, and Benaiah descended against him with a rod and took away the spear from the hand of the Egyptian and killed him with his spear. 24 Benaiah son of Jehoiada did these things, and his name was among the three mighty men. 25 He was held in more esteem than the thirty, but he did not come close to the three. And David appointed him over his family. 

26 The mighty men of the forces: Asahel, brother of Joab; Elhanan son of Dodo, of Bethlehem; 27 Shammoth the Harorite; Helez the Pelonite; 28 Ira son of Ikkesh, of Tekoa; Abiezer the Anathothite; 29 Sibbecai the Hushathite; Ilai the Ahohite; 30 Maharai the Netophathite; Heled son of Baanah, the Netophathite; 31 Ittai son of Ribai, from the hill of Benjamin; Benaiah the Pirathonite; 32 Hurai, from the brooks of Gaash; Abiel the Arbathite; 33 Azmaveth the Baharumite; Eliahba the Shaalbonite; 34 Bennaias the Gizonite; Jonathan son of Shagee, the Hararite; 35 Ahiam son of Sacar, the Hararite; Eliphal son of Ur; 36 Hepher the Mekerathite; Ahijah the Pelonite; 37 Hezro the Carmelite; Naarai son of Ezbai; 38 Joel son of Nathan; Mibhar son of Hagri; 39 Zelek the Ammonite; Naharai the Beerothite, who carried the weapons to the son of Zeruiah; 40 Ira the Ithrite; Gareb the Ithrite; 41 Uriah the Hittite; Zabad son of Ahlai; 42 Adina son of Shiza, commander of Reuben, and thirty with him; 43 Hanan son of Maacah; and Jehoshaphat the Mithnite; 44 Uzzia the Ashterathite; Shama and Jeiel, sons of Hotham, the Aroerite; 45 Jediael son of Shimri, and Joha, his brother, the Tizite; 46 Eliel the Mahavite; and Jeribai and Joshaviah, his son Elnaam; and Ithmah the Moabite; 47 Eliel and Obed; and Jaasiel the Mezobaite. 




12 These are the ones who came to David at Ziklag, while he was still constrained from the face of Saul, son of Kish, and these were among the mighty men who helped with the battle, 2 also with the bow, from the right and from the left, and slingers with stones and bows. Among the brothers of Saul from the Benjamites: 3 the commander was Ahiezer; and Joash the son of Shemaah, the Gibeathite; and Jeziel and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; and Beracah and Jehu the Anathothite; 4 and Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, mighty among the thirty and over the thirty;a Jeremiah and Jehaziel and Johanan and Jozabad the Gederathite; 5 Eluzai and Jerimoth and Bealiah and Shemariah and Shephatiah the Haruphite; 6 Elkanah and Isshiah and Azarel and Joezer Kaina and Jashobeam and the Korahites; 7 and Joelah and Zebadiah, sons of Jeroham; and those of Gedor. 8 From the Gadites they were separated to David from the desert, strong, mighty men prepared for battle, raising shields and spears, and their faces like the face of a lion, and nimble like the gazelle over the mountains with swiftness. 9 Ezer was the commander, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third, 10 Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, 11 Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh, 12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth, 13 Jeremiah the tenth, Machbannai the eleventh. 14 These were commanders of the army from the sons of Gad, the least one against the hundred and the greatest against the thousand. 15 These are the ones who stepped across the Jordan in the first month, and it overflowed over all its banks, and they drove out all the inhabitants of the channels from the east to the west. 16 There came from the sons of Benjamin and Judah some to help David. 17 David went out to meet them and said to them, “If you have come to me in peace, may my heart be according to itself upon you; but if to give me over to my enemies, not with truth of hand, may the God of your fathers see, and may you be put to shame.” 18 The spirit came upon Amasai, commander of the thirty, and he said, “Go forth, David, son of Jesse, and your people; peace, peace be to you, and peace to your assistants, for your God has helped you.” And David accepted them and appointed them rulers of the forces. 

19 And some from Manasseh went to David when the foreigners came into battle against Saul; and he did not help them, because it happened in a plan with the generals of the foreigners, saying, “He will return to his master Saul with the heads of those men.” 20 When he came to Ziklag, some went to him from Manasseh, Adnah and Jozabad and Jediael and Michael and Jehozabad and Elihu and Zillethai. They were the leaders of thousands from Manasseh. 21 They formed an alliance with David against the Geddour because they were all mighty men of strength, and they were leaders in the army due to their strength. 22 For day by day they went to David, forming into a great power, as the host of God. 

23 These are the names of the commanders of the army who came to David at Hebron, to return the dominion of Saul to him according to the word of the Lord. 24 The sons of Judah, bearing shields and spears, six thousand eight hundred mighty men arranged for battle. 25 From the sons of Simeon, seven thousand one hundred mighty men of strength for battle. 26 From the sons of Levi, four thousand six hundred. 27 Jehoiada was the leader for Aaron, and three thousand seven hundred were with him. 28 Zadok, a young man mighty in strength, and there were twenty-two commanders of his father’s household. 29 The sons of Benjamin, the brothers of Saul, three thousand; even though most of them watched constantly the guard of the house of Saul. 30 From the sons of Ephraim, twenty thousand eight hundred mighty men in strength, famous according to the houses of their families. 31 From the half-tribe of Manasseh, eighteen thousand, and those who were named by name in order for David to rule. 32 From the sons of Issachar, who knew understanding regarding the times, knowing what Israel was to do, two hundred, and all their brothers with them. 33 From Zebulun, those who went forth for arrangement for battle with all their weapons for war, fifty thousand, to give help to David, not with empty hands. 34 From Naphtali, one thousand commanders, and with them, with shields and spears, thirty-seven thousand. 35 From the Danites, arrayed for war, twenty-eight thousand eight hundred. 36 From Asher, those who went forth to give help for war, forty thousand. 37 From beyond the Jordan, from Reuben and Gad and from the half-tribe of Manasseh, with all their weapons for war, one hundred and twenty thousand. 38 All these men were warriors, side by side arranged for battle, with a peaceful spirit, and they went into Hebron to make David king over all Israel, and the remainder of Israel was of one mind to make David king. 39 They were there three days, eating and drinking, because their brothers had prepared a meal. 40 The ones who lived near them, up to Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought food for them, wheat flour, cakes of preserved fruit, dried grapes, wine and olive oil, calves and sheep, upon camels and asses and mules and calves, for a multitude, for a celebration in Israel. 




The Ark of the Covenant is Brought to the House of Obed-edom

13 David planned with the commanders of a thousand and the leaders of a hundred, with every leader. 2 David said to the whole assembly of Israel, “If it is good for you and it is prospered by the Lord our God, let us send off to your brothers who remain in the whole land of Israel, and with them the priests, the Levites in the cities of their possession, and may they be gathered to us. 3 Let us carry over the ark of our God to us, for they have not sought it from the days of Saul.” 4 Then all the assembly said to do thus, for the message was right in the eyes of all the people. 5 So David assembled all Israel, from the boundaries of Egypt even up to the entrance at Hamath, to carry in the ark of God from the city of Kiriath-jearim. 6 And David led it up, and all Israel went up into the city of David, which belongs to Judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, the Lord, who is seated over the cherubim, where his name is called upon. 7 So they put the ark of God upon a new wagon from the house of Amminadab, and Uzzah and his brothers led the wagon. 8 David and all Israel were playing before God with all their strength and with psalmists and with stringed instruments and with harps and with kettledrums and with cymbals and with war-trumpets. 9 They came up to the threshing floor, and Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the ark, and the calf nudged it. 10 But the Lord was angry against Uzzah, and he struck him there on account of his hand reaching to the ark, and he died there before God. 11 David was disheartened because the Lord cut the gash in Uzzah, and he called that place the Gash of Uzzah until this day. 12 David was frightened of God on that day, saying, “How shall I carry the ark of God to myself?” 13 So David did not return the ark to himself at the city of David, but turned it away into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 14 The ark of God sat in the house of Obed-edom for three months. And God blessed Obed-edom and everything that was his. 




The Fame of David

14 Hiram, king of Tyre, sent a messenger to David along with cedar timbers and builders and craftsmen of wood to build a house for him. 2 David knew that the Lord had prepared him over Israel, because his dominion was increased in stature on account of his people, Israel. 

3 David took still more wives in Jerusalem, and still more sons and daughters were born to David. 4 These are their names, the ones who were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 5 and Ibhar and Elishua and Elpelet 6 and Nogah and Nepheg and Japhia 7 and Elishama and Beeliada and Eliphelet. 

8 The foreigners heard that David was anointed king over all Israel, and all the foreigners went up to seek David. David heard, and he went out to meet with them. 9 The foreigners came and met together in the valley of the giants. 10 And David asked through God, saying, “Should I go up against the foreigners, and will you give them into my hands?” The Lord said to him, “Go up, and I will give them into your hands.” 11 David went up to Baal-perazim and struck them there. And David said, “He cut through my enemies by my hand like a gash of water.” On account of this he called the name of that place the Gash of Perazim. 12 They left behind their gods, and David said, “Burn with fire!” 13 The foreigners added yet more, and they met together again in the valley of the giants. 14 David asked again by God, and God said to him, “Do not go after them. Turn away from them, and you will meet them near the pear trees. 15 It shall be that when you hear the sound of their commotion at the farthest point of the pear trees, then you shall come out to battle, for God goes out before you to strike the encampment of the foreigners.” 16 He did just as God commanded him, and he struck the encampment of the foreigners from Gibeon up to Gezer. 17 The name of David became known in the whole land, and the Lord gave the fear of him on all the nations. 




The Ark of the Covenant is Brought to Jerusalem

15 He made houses for himself in the city of David, and he prepared the place for the ark of God and made a tent for it. 2 Then David said, “No one other than the Levites is to bear the ark of God, because the Lord chose them also to minister to him until eternity.” 3 David assembled the whole of Israel to Jerusalem to bring the ark of the Lord to the place that he had prepared for it. 4 David gathered the sons of Aaron, the Levites. 5 Of the sons of Kohath: Uriel the commander and his one hundred and ten brothers. 6 Of the sons of Merari: Asaiah the commander and his two hundred and fifty brothers. 7 Of the sons of Gershom: Joel the commander and his one hundred and fifty brothers. 8 Of the sons of Elizaphan: Shemaiah the commander and his two hundred brothers. 9 Of the sons of Hebron: Eliel the commander and their eighty brothers. 10 Of the sons of Uzziel: Amminadab the commander and his one hundred and twelve brothers. 

11 David called the priests Zadok and Abiathar and the Levites Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Amminadab, 12 and he said to them, “You are commanders of families of the Levites. Purify yourselves, you and your brothers, and bring the ark of the God of Israel where I have prepared it. 13 For since you were not ready earlier, our God cut us in two, because we did not seek God with judgment.” 14 The priests and the Levites purified themselves in order to bring the ark of God to Israel. 15 The sons of the Levites took the ark of God by bearing poles upon them, as Moses had commanded by the word of God, according to the writing. 16 David said to the commanders of the Levites, “Put in position their brothers, the psalmists, with instruments, nablais,a kinyrais,b and cymbals, to make music into the heights with the sound of celebration.” 17 The Levites appointed Heman son of Joel; from his brothers, Asaph son of Berechiah; and from the sons of Merari, his brothers, Ethan son of Kushaiah. 18 And with them were their brothers, the second, Zechariah and Jaaziel and Shemiramoth and Jehiel and Unni and Eliab and Benaiah and Maaseiah and Mattithiah and Eliphelehu and Mikneiah and Obed-edom and Jeiel and Uzziah, the porters. 19 The psalmists were Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, making music with copper cymbals to be heard. 20 Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Masseiah, Benaiah with nablais upon the Alaimoth,c 21 and Mattithiah and Eliphelehu, Mikneiah and Obed-edom and Jehiel and Uzziah with kinyrais of Amasenithd to be mighty. 22 Chenaniah, ruler of the Levites, was ruler of the songs because he was skillful. 23 Berechiah and Elkanah were gatekeepers of the ark. 24 Shebaniah and Joshaphat and Nethanel and Amasai and Zechariah and Benaiah and Eliezer, the priests, sounded the trumpets before the ark of God. And Obed-edom and Jehiah were gatekeepers of the ark of God. 

25 It was David and the elders of Israel and the commanders of thousands who went up to bring the ark of the covenant from the house of Obed-edom with rejoicing. 26 It happened, when God strengthened the Levites carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord, that they each sacrificed seven calves and seven rams. 27 And David was clothed with a fine linen robe, and all the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and the singers, and Chenaniah, the ruler of the songs of the singers; and a fine linen robe was on David. 28 All Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with the giving of the signal and with the sound of Sopher and with trumpets and with cymbals, playing loudly with nablais and with kinyrias. 29 The ark of the covenant of the Lord came to pass, and it came to the city of David. And Michal, the daughter of Saul, looked out through the window and saw King David dancing and playing, and she scorned him in her heart. 




The Nation Celebrates

16 They brought in the ark of God and took it in the midst of the tabernacle that David had fixed for it, and they presented whole burnt offerings and deliverance offerings before God. 2 David completed offering whole burnt offerings and deliverance offerings, and he blessed the people in the name of the Lord. 3 He distributed to every man of Israel, from man even to woman, to each man one baker’s loaf and a sweet cake. 

4 From the Levites he appointed ministers according to the face of the ark of the covenant of the Lord, calling aloud and to confess and to praise the Lord, the God of Israel. 5 Asaph was the leader, and second to him was Zechariah, Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, and Benaiah and Obed-edom; and Jeiel was singing with instruments, with nablais, with kinyrais, and Asaph with cymbals. 6 Benaiah and Jehaziel, the priests, were with the trumpets through everything before the ark of the covenant of God. 7 In that day, then, David appointed at the beginning to praise the Lord, by the hand of Asaph and his brothers. A song: 

8 Acknowledge the Lord, call upon him with his name; 

make known his practices among the people. 

9 Sing to him and laud him; 

set out in detail all his wonders, which the Lord has done. 

10 Praise by his holy name; 

the heart that seeks his approval shall be delighted. 

11 Seek and be strong; 

seek his face through everything. 

12 Remember his wonders that he has done, 

marvels and the judgments of his mouth. 

13 Seed of Israel, his servants, 

sons of Jacob, his selected ones. 

14 The Lord, our God; 

his judgments are in all the earth. 

15 We shall remember his covenant for eternity, 

his word, which he commanded for a thousand generations, 

16 which he arranged with Abraham, 

and his oath with Isaac. 

17 He established it with Jacob as an ordinance, 

an eternal covenant with Israel, 

18 saying, “I will give to you the land of Canaan 

as the portion of your inheritance.” 

19 When they were few in number, 

as those who were scorned, and they dwelled in it, 

20 and they went from nation to nation 

and from dominion to another people, 

21 he did not allow any man to hold power over them, 

and he humiliated kings for them. 

22 “Do not touch my anointed ones. 

Do not act wickedly with my prophet.” 

23 Sing to the Lord, all the earth; 

announce his deliverance from day to day.a 

25 For great is the Lord and very praiseworthy; 

he is fearsome over all the gods. 

26 For all the gods of the nations are idols, 

but our God made the heavens. 

27 Honor and praise are at his face; 

strength and boasting are in his place. 

28 Give to the Lord, O father of the nations, 

give to the Lord honor and strength. 

29 Take gifts and bring them at his face, 

and venerate the Lord in his holy courts. 

30 Let all the earth tremble from his face; 

let the earth keep straight and not be shaken. 

31 Let heaven be delighted and the earth rejoice, 

and let them say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” 

32 The sea with its fullness will rumble, 

the wood of the field and everything that is in it. 

33 Then the trees of the wood shall be delighted from the Lord’s face, 

because he comes to judge the earth. 

34 Acknowledge the Lord, 

because he is good, for his mercy is for eternity. 

35 And say, “He saved us, the God of our deliverance, 

and rescue us from the nations, 

to praise your holy name 

and glory in your praises. 

36 Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel from eternity.” 

And all the people will say, “Amen!” 

And they praised the Lord. 

37 They left Asaph and his brothers there in the presence of the ark of the covenant of the Lord in order to minister before the ark through all the day to day services. 38 Obed-edom and his sixty-eight brothers, and Obed-edom, the son of Jeduthun, and Hosah were gatekeepers. 39 Zadok the priest and his brothers were the priests before the tabernacle of the Lord in Bama, which is in Gibeon, 40 to offer whole burnt offerings to the Lord on the altar of the whole burn offerings through all the mornings and the evenings, and according to everything that is written in the law of the Lord, as much as he commanded for the sons of Israel by the hand of Moses, the servant of God. 41 With him were Heman and Jeduthun and the rest picked out by name to praise the Lord, because his mercy is for eternity. 42 With them were trumpets and cymbals to play aloud, and instruments for the songs of God; the sons of Jeduthun were at the gate. 43 All the people went, each to his house, and David turned to bless his house. 




The Davidic Covenant

17 And it happened, as David dwelled in his house, David also said to Nathan the prophet, “Behold, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of the covenant of the Lord is under a leather covering.” 2 Nathan said to David, “Do everything that is in your soul, because God is with you.” 

3 It happened in that night, a message of the Lord also came to Nathan: 4 “Go, and say to my servant, David, ‘Thus said the Lord: “You shall not build a house for me to dwell in it. 5 For I have not dwelled in a house from the day that I led Israel up to this day, but I have been in a tent and in a veil 6 in all the places where I have gone through with all Israel; when speaking, have I spoken to a tribe of Israel to shepherd my people, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ ” ’ 7 Now, you shall say like this to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord Almighty: “I took you from the fold behind the flock to be a leader over my people Israel. 8 I was with you in all the places where you went, and I utterly destroyed all your enemies from your face, and I made a name for you according to the name of the famous ones who are upon the earth. 9 I shall establish a place for my people Israel, and I shall plant it, and it shall encamp according to itself, and it shall not be anxious again, and injustice shall not impose to humble it as at the beginning. 10 And from the days that I appointed judges over my people Israel, I also humbled all your enemies. And I shall make you increase, and the Lord shall build a house for you. 11 And it shall be, when your days are filled and you fall asleep with your ancestors, and your seed shall rise after you, which shall be from your belly, and I shall prepare his dominion. 12 He shall build for me a house, and I shall restore his throne until eternity. 13 I shall be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me, and I shall not remove my mercy from him as I removed it from the ones who were before you. 14 I shall confirm him in my house and in his dominion until eternity, and his throne shall be set aright until eternity.” ’ ” 15 According to all these words and according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David. 

16 Then King David went and sat before the Lord and said, “Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have loved me until eternity? 17 These things were thought less of before you, O God, but you have spoken over the house of your servant from afar, and you have observed me as the appearance of a human and raised me up, O Lord God. 18 What may David add again to you to glorify you? You know your servant. 19 According to your heart, you have made all this greatness. 20 O Lord, there is none like you, and there is none besides you, according to everything that we have heard with our ears. 21 There is still no nation upon the earth like your people Israel, as God led him to redeem a people for himself, to establish for him a great and distinguished name to throw out from the face of your people, whom you redeemed from the nation of Egypt. 22 You assigned your people Israel as a people for yourself until eternity, and you, Lord, were for them as God. 23 Now, O Lord, let your word that you have spoken to your servant and over his house be confirmed until eternity, 24 while they are saying, ‘O Lord, Lord Almighty, God of Israel, and the house of David,’ your servant be restored before you. 25 For you have opened the ear of your servant in order to build for him a house. On account of this, your servant has found time to pray according to your face. 26 Now, O Lord, you yourself are God, and you have spoken these good things about your servant. 27 Now, you have begun to bless the house of your servant to be for eternity before you, because you have blessed it. And may you bless it for eternity.” 




David Defeats His Enemies

18 It happened after these things that David struck the foreigners and ran them off. He took Gath and its villages from the hand of the foreigners. 2 He struck Moab, and Moab were servants for David, bringing gifts. 3 David struck Hadadezer, king of Zobah Hamath, when he went to set his hand over the river Euphrates. 4 David seized from them a thousand chariots and seven thousand horses and twenty thousand men. And David released all the chariot horses but left from them one hundred chariots. 5 Arameans came from Damascus to give help to Hadadezer, king of Zobah, and he struck twenty-two thousand men from among the Arameans. 6 David established a guard in Aram near Damascus, and they were as servants for David, bringing gifts, and the Lord protected David in all the places where he went. 7 David took the golden collars that were on the servants of Hadadezer and took them to Jerusalem. 8 From the Matabechasa and from the choice wars of Hadadezer, David took very much bronze; from it, Solomon made the bronze sea and the pillars and the bronze vessels. 9 And Tou, king of Hamath, heard that David struck all the army of Hadadezer, king of Zobah. 10 So he sent his son, Hadoram, to King David in order to ask him the things for peace and to bless him concerning how he made war against Hadadezer and struck him. For Tou was a man of war to Hadadezer, and he sent all the silver and gold vessels. 11 David dedicated these things to the Lord with the silver and the gold that he took from all the nations: from Edom and Moab and from the sons of Ammon and from the foreigners and from Amalek. 12 Abishai the son of Zeruiah struck Edom in the valley of salt, eighteen thousand men. 13 He established a garrison in the valley, and all the Edomites were servants of David, and the Lord protected him in all the places where he went. 

14 David reigned over all Israel, and he was making judgment and righteousness for all his people. 15 Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the army, and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was historian. 16 Zadok the son of Ahitub and Abimelech the son of Abiathar were priests, and Shavsha was scribe. 17 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the priests, and the Pelethites and the sons of David were the chief deputies of the king. 




19 Now it happened after these things, the king of the sons of Ammon died, and Hanan, his son, reigned instead of him. 2 David said, “I will deal mercifully with Hanan the son of Nahash, as his father dealt mercifully with me.” David sent messengers to comfort him concerning his father. And the servants of David went into the land of the sons of Ammon in order to comfort him. 3 The rulers of Ammon said to Hanan, “Is he not honoring your father before you? He sent comforters to you. Did not his servants come to you so that they can search the city to spy out the land?” 4 So Hanan took David’s servants and shaved them and took away half of their cloaks, up to the waist, and sent them away. 5 They went to report to David concerning the men, and he sent to meet them, because they were very dishonored. The king said, “Stay in Jericho until the growing of your beards and then return.” 

6 The sons of Ammon saw that the people of David were dishonored, and Hanan and the sons of Ammon sent a thousand talents of silver to hire for themselves chariots and horsemen from Syria of Aram-naharaim and from Aram-maacah and from Zoba. 7 They hired for themselves chariots and horsemen, thirty-two thousand chariots, and the king of Maacah and his people, and they went and encamped before Medeba. The sons of Ammon gathered from their cities and went to make war. 8 David heard and sent Joab and all the army of the mighty men. 9 The sons of the Ammonites came out and arranged in order for war beyond the gates of the city, and the kings who came out encamped by themselves on the plain. 10 Joab saw that they were facing them to make war against him according to his face and behind. So, he chose from every young man from Israel, and they arranged for battle before the Syrians. 11 He gave the remainder of the people into the hand of Abishai, his brother, and they arranged for battle opposite the sons of Ammon. 12 He said, “If the Syrians shall prevail over me, then you shall be deliverance for me; and if the sons of Ammon shall prevail over you, then I shall deliver you. 13 And the Lord will do that which is good.” 

14 Joab and the people who were with him arranged for battle before the Syrians to fight, and they fled from him. 15 The sons of Ammon saw that the Syrians had fled, so they also fled from the face of Joab and from the face of his brother, and they went to the city. And Joab went to Jerusalem. 16 The Syrians saw that Israel had routed him, so they sent messengers, and they brought the Syrians from the border of the river, and Shophach, the chief commander of the force of Hadadezer, was before them. 17 It was reported to David, and he gathered all Israel and crossed the Jordan and came against them and arranged for battle against them. The Syrians arranged for battle opposite David and made war against him. 18 The Syrians fled from David’s face, and David killed from the Syrians seven thousand chariots and forty thousand on foot, and he killed Shophach, the chief commander of the force. 19 The servants of Hadadezer saw that they erred from the face Israel, and they settled with David and became slaves to him. And the Syrians did not want to help Ammon any more. 




20 Now it happened in the next year, at the going out of kings, that Joab led the whole host of the army, and they destroyed the territory of the sons of Ammon. And he went and besieged Rabbah, but David dwelled in Jerusalem. And he struck Rabbah and utterly destroyed it. 2 David took the crown of Milcom, their king, from his head, and its weight was found to be a talent of gold, and in it was a precious stone. It was on David’s head, and he removed very many spoils of war of the city. 3 He led out the people who were in it and sawed them through with saws and with carpenters’ axes made of iron. And thus, David did to the servants, the sons of Ammon, and David and all his people returned to Jerusalem. 

4 Now it happened, after these things, that there was war again in Gezer with the foreigners. Then Sibbecai the Hushathite, struck Sippai, from the sons of the giants, and humbled him. 5 There was again war with the foreigners, and Elhanan the son of Jaur struck Lahmi, brother of Goliath the Gittite, and the wood of his spear was like the crossbeam of a weaver. 6 There was a further war in Gath, and there was a huge man, and his toes and fingers were six and six, twenty-four; and this man was descended from the giants. 7 And he reproached Israel, and Jonathan the son of Shimea, the son of the brother of David, struck him. 8 This Rapha was born in Gath. All four were giants, and they fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants. 




David Numbers the People

21 Now, the slanderer stood in Israel and urged David to count Israel. 2 King David said to Joab and to the rulers of the forces, “Go now, count Israel from Beer-sheba even up to Dan, and bring it to me, so I will know their number.” 3 Joab said, “May the Lord add to his people a hundred times as much as they are, and may the eyes of my Lord, the king, see all the servants of my Lord, for why does my master seek this?” so that it would not become a sin to Israel. 4 And he came to Jerusalem. 5 Joab gave the number of the inspection of the people to David, and all Israel was one million and one hundred thousand men who could draw a sword. 6 He did not count Levi and Benjamin in their midst, because the word of the king overpowered Joab. 7 And there was evil before God concerning this affair, and he struck Israel. 8 David said to God, “I have sinned very much because I did this thing. So now please take away the wickedness of your servant, because I have acted very foolishly.” 9 The Lord spoke to Gad, the seer, 10 “Go, and speak to David, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I raise three things to you. Choose for yourself one from them, and I will do it to you.” ’ ” 11 Then Gad went to David and said to him, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Choose for yourself: 12 three years of hunger, or three months for you to flee from the face of your enemies, and that the sword of your enemies shall try to destroy you, or for three days for the sword of the Lord and death in the land and the angel of the Lord destroying utterly throughout all the inheritance of Israel.’ Now, see what word I should answer to the one who sent me.” 13 David said to Gad, “Even the three are very difficult for me. Indeed, I will fall into the hands of the Lord, because his compassion is very great, and I shall not fall into human hands.” 

14 Then the Lord brought death in Israel, and seventy thousand men fell from Israel. 15 God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it. And as he was destroying, the Lord saw and changed his purpose concerning the wickedness. He said to the angel who was destroying, “Let it be enough for you. Ease your hand.” The angel of the Lord stood by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 16 David lifted up his eyes and saw the angel of the Lord standing between the earth and sky, and his sword drawn in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. 17 And David said to God, “Did I not say to count the people? I myself am the sinner, a villain doing villainy. But what did these sheep do? O Lord God, may your hand be against me and against the house of my father, and not against your people for destruction, O Lord.” 

18 The angel of the Lord said to Gad to say to David that he should go up to erect an altar to the Lord at the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 19 David went up according to the word of Gad, which he spoke in the name of the Lord. 20 Ornan turned and saw the king and his four sons with him, Methachabin. And Ornan was threshing wheat. 21 David went to Ornan, and Ornan came forth from the threshing floor and bowed down to David with his face upon the earth. 22 Then David said to Ornan, “Give me your place for threshing, and I shall build an altar upon it to the Lord. Give it to me for the money of its worth, and the plague shall cease from the people.” 23 Ornan said to David, “Take it for yourself, and let my master, the king, do that which is good before him. See, I have given the calves for sacrifices of burnt offerings, and the plow for wood, and grain for a sacrifice. I have given everything.” 24 Then King David said to Ornan, “Not so, because as a buyer I buy with the money of its worth, because I will surely not take that which is yours for the Lord, to offer a sacrifice of a burnt offering as a gift for the Lord.” 25 Then David gave to Ornan six hundred shekels of gold in weight for his place. 26 So David built there an altar for the Lord, and he offered whole burnt offerings and deliverance offerings, and he shouted to the Lord, and he heard him with fire from the sky upon the altar of sacrifice of a burnt offering, and it devoured the sacrifice of burnt offering. 27 The Lord spoke to the angel, and he put down the sword into the sheath. 

28 At that time, when David saw that he had heard him in the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed there. 29 The tent of the Lord, which Moses had made in the desert, and the altar for the whole burnt offerings in that time were in Bama in Gibeon. 30 And David could not come before it to seek God, because he did not hurry from the face of the sword of the angel of the Lord. 




The Plans for the Temple

22 David said, “This is the house of the Lord God, and this is the altar for the sacrifice of burnt offerings for Israel.” 

2 Then David said to gather all the sojourners in the land of Israel, and he appointed stonecutters to quarry polished stones to build a house for God. 3 David prepared much iron for the nails of the rooms and the gates and the hinges, and there was bronze in great amounts; it was not weighed. 4 There was no number to the cedar wood, because the Sidonians and the Tyrians carried cedar wood in great amounts to David. 5 David said, “Solomon, my son, is a young tender boy, and the house to build to the Lord is for higher majesty, for a name and for glory in all the land. I shall prepare it.” And David prepared great amounts before his death. 

6 He called Solomon, his son, and commanded him to build the house to the Lord, God of Israel. 7 David said to Solomon, “My child, it was upon my spirit to build a house for the name of the Lord God. 8 But the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘You have spread a multitude of blood and have made great wars. You shall not build a house to my name because you have spread much blood upon the earth before me. 9 Behold, a son is born to you. He shall be a man of rest, and I will give him rest from all the surrounding enemies, because his name is Solomon. I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. 10 He shall build a house for my name, and he shall be a son to me, and I, a father to him. I shall set aright the throne of his dominion in Israel until eternity.’ 11 Now, son, the Lord shall be with you and shall prosper you, and you shall build a house for the Lord, your God, as he has spoken concerning you. 12 But may the Lord give you wisdom and understanding and empower you over Israel both to guard and to do the law of the Lord, your God. 13 Then he shall prosper you, if you watch to do the ordinances and the judgments that the Lord commanded Moses about Israel. Be courageous and be strong! Do not be afraid nor be scared. 14 Behold, I, according to my inadequacy, have prepared for the house for the Lord one hundred thousand talents of gold and one million talents of silver and bronze and iron, of which there is no weight because it has become an abundance. And I have prepared timber and stones, now add to these. 15 With you are added a great number doing labor: artisans and architects of stones and craftsmen of wood, and all skilled in every craft. 16 With gold, silver, bronze, and iron, there is no number. Rise and act! The Lord be with you.” 17 Then David commanded the servants leading Israel to assist his son, Solomon, saying, 18 “Is not the Lord with you? He has given you rest from all around, because he gave into your hands the inhabitants of the land, and the land has submitted before the Lord and before his people. 19 Now, give your hearts and your lives to seek the Lord, your God, and get up and build a sanctuary to your God, to carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord and the sacred vessels of God into the house that is being built to the name of the Lord.” 




David Organizes the Levites

23 Now David was old and full of days, and his son, Solomon, reigned instead of him over Israel. 2 He gathered all the rulers of Israel and the priests and the Levites. 3 The Levites from thirty-years-old of age and above were counted, and their number according to their headcount for men was thirty-eight thousand. 4 From these were twenty-four thousand taskmasters over the work of the house, and six thousand scribes and judges, 5 and four thousand to praise the Lord with instruments, which they made to praise the Lord. 6 David divided them into divisions for the daily service of the temple by the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, Merari, 7 and Parosom, Ladan, and Shimei. 8 The sons to Ladan: the ruler Jehiel and Zetham and Joel, these three. 9 The sons to Shimei: Shelomoth and Haziel and Haran; these three were rulers of the families of Ladan. 10 To the sons of Shimei: Jahath and Ziza and Jeush and Beriah; these four were the sons of Shimei. 11 Jahath was the ruler, and Ziza the second. And Jeush and Beriah did not multiply sons and became as a house of their father for one inspection. 

12 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, Uzziel, these four. 13 The sons of Amram: Aaron and Moses. And Aaron was separated to dedicate the holy of holies, he and his sons until eternity, to burn incense before the Lord, to minister and to pray upon his name until eternity. 14 Moses was a man of God; his sons were called into the tribe of Levi. 15 The sons of Moses were Gershom and Eliezer. 16 The son of Gershom: Shebuel the ruler. 17 Eliezer had sons: Rehabiah the ruler, but there were no other sons. The sons of Rehabiah grew tall. 18 The sons of Izhar: Shelomith the ruler. 19 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah the ruler, Amariah, the second, Uzziel, the third, Jekameam, the fourth. 20 The sons of Uzziel: Micah the ruler, and Isshiah, the second. 

21 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. The sons of Mahli: Eleazar and Kish. 22 Eleazar died, but he had no sons, rather daughters, and the sons of Kish, their brothers,a took them. 23 The sons of Mushi: Mahli and Eder and Jeremoth, these three. 

24 These are the sons of Levi according to the houses of their families, the rulers of their families according to their inspection, according to the number of their names, according to their headcount, doing the labor of ministry for the house of the Lord, from twenty years and above. 25 Because David had said, “The Lord, God of Israel, has given rest to his people and has encamped in Jerusalem until eternity.” 26 The Levites did not carry the tent and all its implements for its ministry, 27 for by the last words of David were the number of the sons of Levi from twenty years and above. 28 For he established them by the hands of Aaron to minster in the house of the Lord over the courts and over the priest’s chambers and over the purification of all the sacred things and over the tasks of the ministry of God, 29 for the bread of presentation and for the fine flour of the sacrifices and for the unleavened cakes and for the frying pan and for the mixed flour and for every measure, 30 and to stand in the mornings to praise, to confess to the Lord, and in the same way in the evenings, 31 and over all the offerings of whole burnt offerings to the Lord for the Sabbaths and the new moon and the feasts according to the number, according to the judgment upon them through everything to the Lord. 32 They shall keep the watch of the tent of witness and the watch of the sons of Aaron, their brothers, to minister in the house of the Lord. 




David Organizes the Priests

24 Now the sons of Aaron in the division: Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2 Nadab and Abihu died before their father, but they had no sons. Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron, were priests. 3 David and Zadok, from the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech, from the sons of Ithamar, divided them according to their inspection, according to their ministry, according to the houses of their families. 4 The sons of Eleazar were found to be greater in number as rulers of the powers than the sons of Ithamar, and he divided them: to the sons of Eleazar, sixteen rulers for the paternal houses; to the sons of Aaron, of Ithamar, according to the paternal houses. 5 He divided them according to lots, this one to this one, because they were rulers of the sacred things and rulers of the Lord among the sons of Eleazar and among the sons of Ithamar. 6 Shemaiah son of Nethanel, the scribe, from the tribe of Levi, wrote them before the king and the rulers. There was Zadok the priest and Ahimelech son of Abiathar, and the rulers of the families of the priests, and the Levites of the paternal house, one eacha to Eleazar and one each to Ithamar. 7 The first lot went out to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah, 8 the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 9 the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin, 10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah, 11 the ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah, 12 the eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim, 13 the thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab, 14 the fifteenth to Immer, the sixteenth to Hezir, 15 the seventeenth to Happizzez, the eighteenth to Pethahiah, 16 to Ezekiel, the nineteenth, to Jakin, the twentieth, 17 to Gamul, the twenty-first, to Delaiah, the twenty-second, 18 to Maaziah, the twenty-third. 19 This is their inspection according to their ministry, to enter into the house of the Lord according to their judgment through the hand of Aaron, their father, as the Lord, the God of Israel, had commanded. 

20 To the remaining sons of Levi: to the sons of Amram, Shubael; Jehdeiah; 21 to Rehabiah, the ruler, 22 and to Izharites, Shelomoth; to the sons of Shelomoth, Jahath. 23 The sons of Jeriah: Amariah, the second, Jahaziel, the third, Jekameam, the fourth. 24 The sons of Uzziel: Micah. The sons of Micah: Shamur. 25 Brother of Micah: Isshiah; the son of Isshiah, Zechariah. 26 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi; the sons of Jaaziah, 27 the sons of Merari: to Jaaziah, his sons Shoham and Zaccur and Ibri. 28 To Mahli, Eleazar and Ithamar; and Eleazar died, but he had no sons. 29 To Kish, the sons of Kish, Jerahmeel. 30 The sons of Mushi: Mahli and Eder and Jerimoth. These are the sons of the Levites according to their paternal houses. 31 They also took lots just as their brothers, the sons of Aaron, before the king and Zadok and Ahimelech and the ruler of the families of the priests and of the Levites. They were patriarchs of Araab, just like his younger brothers. 




David Organizes the Singers

25 Now David the king and the rulers of the powers appointed for the work the sons of Asaph and of Heman and of Jeduthun, who were prophesying with kinyrais and with nablais and with cymbals. And their number was according to the heads of those working in their service: 2 the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, and Nethaniah and Asarelah; the sons of Asaph who were next to the king. 3 To Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah and Zeri and Jeshaiah and Shimei and Hashabiah and Mattithiah, these six, with their father, Jeduthun, striking up with the kinyra with thanksgiving and praise to the Lord. 4 Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah and Mattaniah and Uzziel and Shebuel and Jerimoth and Hananiah and Hanani and Eliathah and Giddalti and Romamti-ezer, the sons of Od, and Joshbekashah and Mallothi and Hothir and Mahazioth. 5 All these were the sons to Heman, the one who prophesied with music to the king with the words of God to exalt his horn. And God gave to Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. 6 All these were with their father, singing in the house of God, with cymbals, nablais, and kinyrais, next to the king, and Asaph, and Jeduthun, and Heman. 7 And their number with their brothers, who were taught to sing to the Lord, all who had understanding, was two hundred and eighty-eight. 

8 And they also cast lots for their daily duties, according to the small and the great, for both experts and those who were still learning. 9 And the first lot for his sons and for his brothers came out for Asaph, to Joseph; the second for Gedaliah, Heneia, his brothers and his sons, twelve; 10 the third for Zaccur, his son and his brothers, twelve; 11 the fourth for Izri, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 12 the fifth for Nethaniah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 13 the sixth for Bukkiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 14 the seventh to Jesarelah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 15 the eighth to Jeshaiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 16 the ninth for Mattaniah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 17 the tenth for Shimei, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 18 the eleventh for Azarel, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 19 the twelfth for Hashabiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 20 the thirteenth for Shubael, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 21 the fourteenth for Mattithiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 22 the fifteenth for Jerimoth, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 23 the sixteenth for Hananiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 24 the seventeenth for Joshbekashah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 25 the eighteenth for Hanani, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 26 the nineteenth for Mallothi, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 27 the twentieth for Eliathah, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 28 the twenty-first for Hothir, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 29 the twenty-second for Giddalti, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 30 the twenty-third for Mahazioth, his sons and his brothers, twelve; 31 the twenty-fourth for Romamti-ezer, his sons and his brothers, twelve. 




David Organizes the Temple Servants

26 For the divisions of the gates: the sons of the Korahites, Moeshelemiah the son of Kore, from the sons of Asaph. 2 Now Moeshelemiah had sons: Zechariah the firstborn, Jediael, Zebadiah, Jathniel, 3 Elam, Jehohannan, Eliehoenai, the seventh. 4 To Obed-edom were sons: Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad, Joah, Sachar, Nethanel, 5 Ammiel, Issachar, Peullethai, because God blessed him. 6 To his son Shemaiah were born sons of the firstborn, Rosai for his paternal house, because they were mighty. 7 The sons of Shemaiah: Othni and Rephael and Obed and Elzabad and Achioud, mighty sons, Elihu and Semachiah and Isbakom. 8 All were from the sons of Obed-edom, they and their brothers and their sons, who were working mightily at the labors, the whole being sixty-two to Obed-edom. 9 To Meshelemiah were sons and brothers, eighteen mighty men. 10 To Hosah, of the sons of Merari, were sons who guarded the territory, because he was not the firstborn, but his father made him ruler of the second division. 11 Tabaliah, the third; Zechariah, all these were sons and brothers to Hosah, thirteen in all. 

12 These were the divisions of the towns to the rulers of the mighty men, the priests, just as their brothers, to minister in the house of the Lord. 13 Then they cast lots, from the least to the greatest, according to their paternal houses, gateways and gateways. 14 The lot of those to the east fell to Shelemiah and Zechariah; the sons of Joash cast lots to Melchia, and the lot came out for the north. 15 To Obed-edom the lot was south, opposite the house of esephin.a 16 For the second, to Hosah, was the lot toward the west, after the gate of the priest’s chamber of the ascent, the guard opposite the watch. 17 To the east, six for the day; the north, four for the day; the south, four for the day; and two for the esephin. 18 As to the relief, and to Hosah to the west after the gate of the temple chamber, three; there was a guard opposite the guard of the ascent toward the east, six; in a day to the north, four; and to the south, four; and at the esephim, two for relieving; and toward the west, four; and for the skilled, two relief. 19 These were the divisions of the gatekeepers for the sons of Korah and those of Merari. 

20 Now the Levites, their brothers, were over the treasuries of the house of the Lord and over the treasuries of the dedicated things. 21 These were the sons of Ladan the Gershonite: to Ladan, and Iaieel, the son of Jehu, the sons of Jehiel, rulers of the families, to Ladan, to the Gershonite, Jehiel. 22 The sons of Jehiel, the brothers Zetham and Joel, were over the treasuries of the house of the Lord. 23 To Amram and Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. 24 Shebuel the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, over the treasuries. 25 To his brother, Eliezer, were Rehabiah, a son, and Jeshaiah and Joram and Zichri and Shelomoth. 26 Shelomoth himself and his brothers were over all the treasuries of the sacred things, which King David and the rulers of the families, the commanders of thousands, and leaders of a hundred, and the leaders of the forces, dedicated. 27 He took these things from the cities and from the spoils and dedicated from them so as to not fall behind the building of the sanctuary of God. 28 Over all the sacred things of the God of Samuel, the prophet, and of Saul the son of Kish and Abner the son of Ner and Joab the son of Zeruiah, all things that he had dedicated by the hand of Shelomoth and his brothers. 

29 For Izharites, Chenaniah, and his sons did the work outside on behalf of Israel to be scribes and to judge. 30 As for the Hebronites, Hashabiah, and his brothers, one thousand seven hundred mighty men over the oversight of Israel on the other side of the Jordan toward the west, for all the ministry of the Lord and the work of the king. 31 As for the Hebronites, Jeriah was the ruler, commander of the Hebronites, according to their genealogies, according to their paternal lineage, in the fortieth year of his reign. They looked, and a mighty man was found among them in Jazer the Gileadite. 32 And his brothers, the mighty sons, two thousand seven hundred rulers of paternal households. And King David appointed them over the Reubenites and Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh concerning all the ordinances of the Lord and words of the king. 




David Organizes the Army

27 Now, the sons of Israel according to their number, rulers of families, commanders of a thousand, and leaders of a hundred, and secretaries, the ones ministering to the people, and for every word of the king according to divisions, every word of the one entering and exiting, month by month for every month of the year: one division was twenty-four thousand. 2 Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel was over the first division of the first month, and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 3 He was from the sons of Perez, a ruler of all the rulers of the forces of the first month. 4 And over the division for the second month was Dodai the Ahohite, and rulers of the forces were over his division, which numbered twenty-four thousand. 5 The third in the third month was Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the priest, the ruler, and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 6 Benaiah himself was stronger than the thirty and was over the thirty, and his son, Ammizabad, was over his division. 7 The fourth in the fourth month was Asahel, the brother of Joab, and Zebadiah, his son, and his brothers, and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 8 The fifth in the fifth month was the leader Shamhuth, the Izrahite, and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 9 The sixth in the sixth month was Ira the son of Ikkesh, the Tekoite, and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 10 The seventh in the seventh month was Helez, who was from Pallu, from the sons of Ephraim, and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 11 The eighth in the eighth month was Sibbecai the Hushathite, for the Zerahites, and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 12 The ninth in the ninth month was Abiezer from Anathoth from the land of Benjamin, and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 13 The tenth in the tenth month was Maharai, the one from Netophah, for the Zerahites, and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 14 The eleventh in the eleventh month was Benaiah, who was from Pirathon, of the sons of Ephraim, and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 15 The twelfth in the twelfth month was Heldai, the one from Netophah, for Othniel, and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 

16 Now over the tribes of Israel: of Reuben, the leader was Eliezer the son of Zichri; to Simeon, Shephatiah the son of Maacah; 17 to Levi, Hashabiah the son of Kemuel; to Aaron, Zadok; 18 to Judah, Elihu of David’s brothers; to Issachar, Omri the son of Michael; 19 to Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah; to Naphtali, Jerimoth the son of Azriel; 20 to Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Azaziah; to the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah; 21 to the half-tribe of Manasseh, of those in the land of Gilead, Iddo the son of Zechariah; for the sons of Benjamin, Jaasiel the son of Abner; 22 to Dan, Azarel the son of Joram. These were the patriarchs of the tribes of Israel. 23 Now, David did not take their number from twenty years and below because the Lord said Israel would multiply like the stars of the sky. 24 And Joab the son of Zeruiah began to number the people, but he did not complete it, and wrath occurred in those days on Israel, and the number was not put in the document of the words of the days of King David. 25 Now over the treasuries of the king was Azmaveth the son of Adiel, and over the treasuries in the field and in the villages and in the settlements and in the towers was Jonathan the son of Uzziah. 26 But over the farmers of the land who were laboring was Ezri the son of Chelub. 27 Now, over the rural properties was Shimei, the one from Rama, and over the treasuries that were in the rural properties for wine was Zabdi the son of Shiphmite. 28 Now, over the olive-yards and over the mulberry trees that were in the valley was Baal-hanan the Gederite, and over the storehouse of olive oil was Joash. 29 And over the cattle that were grazing that were in Sharon was Shitrai the Sharonite, and over the cattle that were in the glens was Shaphat the son of Adlai. 30 But over the camels was Obil the Ishmaelite, and over the asses was Jehdeiah, who was from Meronoth. 31 And over the sheep was Jaziz the Hagrite. All these were protectors of the resources of King David. 

32 And Jehonathan, the uncle of David, was an adviser, a wise man; and Jehiel, the son of Hachmoni, with the sons of the king. 33 Ahithophel was an adviser of the king, and Hushai was the most important friend of the king. 34 And after these, Ahithophel was next to Jehoiada the son of Benaiah, and Abiathar. And Joab was the commander-in-chief of the king. 




David’s Farewell Address

28 Now David held an assembly of all the rulers of Israel, rulers of the judges and the rulers of the priests, who were around the body of the king, and rulers of the thousands and of the hundreds, and the treasurers and the ones over his resources, and the masters, and the warriors in Jerusalem. 2 David stood in the midst of the assembly and said, “Hear me, my brothers and people, it was upon my heart to build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord and a station for the feet of our Lord, so I prepared the provisions for the resting-place. 3 But God said, ‘You shall not build a house for me, to call my name upon it, because you were a man of war, and you have spilled blood.’ 4 Then the Lord, the God of Israel, chose me from the whole house of my father to be king over Israel for eternity. In Judah he selected the kingly dwelling, and he selected me from among the house of Judah, the house of my father. He wanted that I become king over all Israel. 5 Now, from all my sons, because the Lord gave me many sons, he has chosen my son Solomon, that he would sit on the throne of the Lord’s dominion over Israel. 6 And God said to me, ‘It is your son Solomon who shall inherit my house and my court, because I have chosen him to be my son, and I will be a father to him. 7 I will prosper his dominion until eternity, if he is strong to keep my commands and my judgments as this day.’ 8 And now, at the face of the whole assembly of the Lord, you must seek the commands of the Lord, our God, in order that you may inherit the good land for our sons unto eternity. 9 And now, Solomon, know the God of your ancestors, and be a servant with a perfect heart and a willing spirit, because the Lord examines every heart and knows every thought. If you seek him, he will find you, but if you leave him, he will leave you in the end. 10 See, accordingly, the Lord has chosen you to build a house for him for a sanctuary. Be strong and act!” 

11 Then David gave his son Solomon the pattern for the temple and of its houses and of its zakchoa and of the attics and of the inner storehouses and of the house of atonement, 12 the pattern that he had in his spirit of the courts of the house of the Lord, and of all the priest’s chambers around that are for the storehouses of the Lord, and the storehouses of the sacred things, 13 and of the lodgings for the divisions of the priests and Levites for every work of ministry for the house of the Lord, and for the storehouses of the vessels for the services. 14 And he gave him the balance of their weight, both gold and silver. 15 He gave him the weight of the lampstands and the lamps. 16 He gave him in like manner the balance of the public tables, of each table of gold, and in like manner of the silver 17 and of the meat hooks and bowls and the saucers of gold and the balance of the gold and the silver vessels, of each weight. 18 Now, he showed him the weight of the altar of incense of refined gold and the pattern of the chariots of cherubim of opened wings and covering over the ark of the covenant of the Lord. 19 David gave everything in writing by the hand of the Lord to Solomon, according to his superior knowledge, for the production of the pattern. 

20 David said to Solomon, his son, “Be strong and manly, and act; do not fear nor be afraid, because the Lord, my God, will be with you. He will not leave you, and he shall not abandon you until you accomplish every work of ministry for the house of the Lord. Behold the model of the temple and his house and his treasury and the upper chambers and the inner storerooms and the house of atonement and the model of the house of the Lord. 21 And behold, the divisions of the priests and the Levites for every ministry for the house of the Lord, and with you in every hard work is also every willing person, with cleverness according to every trade, and the rulers and all the people for all your commands.” 




29 Now King David said to the whole assembly, “Solomon, my son, one whom the Lord has selected in him, is young and tender, and the work is great, because it is not for a human but rather for the Lord God. 2 According to all my strength I have prepared for the house of my God gold, silver, copper, iron, wood, stones, soom,b and in plenty—also very expensive and many-colored stones, and every valued stone and much parian.c 3 While I was well pleased in the house of my God, I had gold and silver that I had preserved, and behold, I gave it to the house of my God for its splendor, beyond which I prepared for the house of the sacred things. 4 There were three thousand talents of gold that were from Ophir and seven thousand talents of refined silver to plaster the walls of the temple with them 5 by the hand of the craftsmen. Now, who is the eager person to fill up his hands today for the Lord?” 6 The rulers of the families and the rulers of the children of Israel, and the commanders of a thousand and the leaders of a hundred, and the protectors of the works and the builders of the king were ready. 7 And they gave for the work for the house of the Lord five thousand gold talents, and ten thousand gold pieces, and ten thousand talents of silver, and eighteen thousand talents of copper coins, and one thousand one hundred talents of iron. 8 Now, by those for whom stone was found among them, they gave it for the storehouses for the house of the Lord by the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9 Then the people were delighted by the eagerness, because with a full heart they were eager before the Lord, and King David was greatly delighted. 10 King David praised the Lord before the assembly, saying, “Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of Israel, our father from eternity unto eternity. 11 To you, O Lord, is the majesty and the power and the boasting and the victory and the strength, because you are master of everything that is in heaven and upon the earth. Every king and nation will be shaken from your face. 12 The wealth and honor are from you. You rule over all, O Lord, the ruler of every empire, and in your hand is strength and sovereignty, and it is in your hand, Almighty One, to exalt and empower everything. 13 Now, O Lord, we confess to you and we praise the name of your reason to boast. 14 Who am I, and who are your people, that we have been able to be ready for you according to these things? Because everything is yours, and we give to you that which is yours, 15 because we are sojourners before you and settle below like all our ancestors. Our days are as shadows upon the earth, and there is no enduring. 16 O Lord, our God, as for all this number that I have prepared to build a house to your sacred name, it is from your hand, and everything is yours. 17 I knew, O Lord, that you are the one who examines hearts, and you love righteousness with simplicity of heart. I have been willing in all these things, and now I have seen your people found here having willingness for you with joy. 18 O Lord, the God of our fathers, Abraham and Isaac and Israel, guard these things in the intentions of the hearts of your people for eternity, and make their hearts straight toward you. 19 Give my son Solomon a good heart to do your commands and your testimonies and your ordinances and to lead to completion the preparation of your house.” 

20 Then David said to all the assembly, “Bless the Lord, our God,” and the whole assembly praised the Lord, the God of their ancestors, and they bent the knees and bowed to the Lord and to the king. 21 David sacrificed sacrifices to the Lord and brought whole burnt offerings to God on the morrow of the first day, a thousand calves, a thousand rams, a thousand sheep, and their drink offerings, and sacrifices in great numbers for all Israel. 22 So they ate and drank before the Lord in that day with delight. And they made Solomon, the son of David, king, and they anointed him to the Lord as king and Zadok as priest. 23 Solomon sat upon the throne of his father, David, and was favored, and all Israel listened to him. 24 The rulers and the masters and the sons of King David, his father, were underneath him. 25 The Lord exalted Solomon over and above and before all Israel and gave him glory as a king that had not been upon any king before him. 

The Death of David

26 David the son of Jesse reigned over Israel 27 forty years—seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 28 He died at a noble old age, full of days, with riches and honor, and his son, Solomon, reigned after him. 29 Now the remaining accounts about King David, the former and the latter, are written in the accounts of Samuel the seer and in the accounts of Nathan the prophet and in the accounts of Gad the seer, 30 about all his dominion and his sovereignty that happened to him and to Israel and to every dominion of the earth. Solomon the son of David was strong in his kingdom, and the Lord, his God, was with him and increased him into majesty. 





2 CHRONICLES




Solomon’s Wisdom and Wealth

1 Now Solomon son of David prevailed over his dominion, and the Lord, his God, was with him and exalted him to the heights. 2 Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the commanders of a thousand and the leaders of a hundred and the judges and all the rulers before Israel, to the rulers of the families. 3 Solomon and the whole assembly went to the high place that was in Gibeon, where the tent of God’s witness was there, which Moses, the servant of the Lord, had made in the desert. 4 But David had brought the ark of God from the city of Kiriath-jearim because he prepared a tent for it in Jerusalem. 5 The bronze altar, which Bezalel son of Uriah, son of Hur, had made, was there in the presence of the tent of the Lord, and Solomon and the assembly sought it. 6 Solomon offered a sacrifice there upon the bronze altar before the Lord that was in the tent and offered upon it a thousand burnt offerings. 

7 In that night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, “Ask what I might give to you.” 8 And Solomon said to God, “That which you have shown with my father, David, is great mercy, and you have made me king in his place. 9 Now, O Lord God, let your name be proven upon my father, David, because you have made me king over many people, like the chaff of the earth. 10 Now, give to me wisdom and understanding, and I will go forth and go in before this people, because who can judge this great people of yours?” 11 Then God said to Solomon, “Because this has been in your heart, and you did not ask for riches of possessions nor glory nor the life of those who oppose you, and you did not ask for many days, but you asked for yourself wisdom and understanding so that you may judge my people, over whom I have caused you to reign upon them, 12 I give you wisdom and understanding, and I will give you riches and possessions and glory such as there has not been one like you among the kings who were before you, and after you there will not be such again.” 13 Solomon went from Bama in Gibeon, which is in Jerusalem, to the face of the tent of witness and reigned over Israel. 

14 Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen, and there were to him one thousand four hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen. And he left them in the chariot cities. The people were with the king in Jerusalem. 15 The king put gold and silver in Jerusalem like stones, and the cedars in Judah, like the mulberry trees that are in great numbers in the plains. 16 The delivery of horsemen to Solomon was from Egypt, and the price of the king’s traders, they would pay to go. 17 And they embarked and brought back from Egypt one chariot for six hundred silver pieces and a horse for one hundred and fifty. Thus, they would bring for all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Syria in their hands. 




Preparations for the Temple

2 aSolomon said to build a house to the name of the Lord and a house for his dominion. 2 Solomon gathered seventy thousand men and eighty-four thousand stonecutters in the mountains, and the commanders over them were three thousand six hundred. 

3 Then Solomon sent to Huram, king of Tyre, saying, “As you did with my father, David, and sent to him cedars to build for himself a house to live in, 4 look, I, his son, will build a house to the name of the Lord, my God, to dedicate it to him, to burn incense before him and offering always, and to bring whole burnt offerings always, in the morning and in the evening and on the Sabbaths and on the new moons and at the festivals for the Lord our God; this is upon Israel for eternity. 5 The house that I am building is great because great is our God compared to all the gods. 6 Who is able to build him a house? For the heavens and the heavens of the heavens cannot bear his glory. Who am I to build him a house, other than to burn incense before him? 7 Now, send me a man who is skilled and who perceives to work with gold and with silver and with bronze and with iron and with purple and with scarlet, and one capable to carve a carving with the skilled who are with me in Judah and in Jerusalem, whom my father, David, prepared. 8 Send me cedar wood and juniper and pine from Lebanon, because I know how your slaves know how to cut wood from Lebanon. Look, your servants are with my servants. 9 They will go to prepare wood for me in great numbers, because the house that I am building will be great and honored. 10 Look! I have given grain for food to the laborers who cut wood, for gifts to your servants, twenty thousand koron,a and twenty thousand koron of barley and twenty thousand measures of wine.” 11 Huram, king of Tyre, said in writing and sent to Solomon, “In the Lord’s love for his people, he put you over them as king.” 12 Huram said, “Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel, who made the heavens and the earth, who gave to David a wise son and one who knows understanding and knowledge, who will build a house to the Lord and a house for his kingdom. 13 Now, I have sent you a man who is skilled and who knows understanding, my father, Huram; 14 his mother was from the daughters of Dan, and his father was a Tyrian man who knew how to work with gold and with silver and with bronze and with iron, with stones and wood, and to weave with purple and with hyacinth and with linen and with scarlet, and to carve carvings, and to intend to do any idea, as much as you give him with your skilled craftspeople and the skilled craftspeople of my lord David, your father. 15 Now, the grain and the barley and the olive oil and the wine that he mentioned, let my lord send these to his servants. 16 We shall cut wood from Lebanon according to your every need and bring them by rafts on the sea of Joppa, and you will bring them to Jerusalem.” 17 Solomon gathered all the men, the sojourners, in the land of Israel after the census, when his father, David, had counted them, and they were discovered to be one hundred and fifty-three thousand six hundred. 18 He made from them seventy thousand porters and eighty thousand stonecutters and three thousand six hundred over the people. 




The Building of the Temple

3 Solomon began to build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem, at the mountain of Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his father, David, in the place where David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 2 He began the house in the second month in the fourth year of his dominion. 

3 Solomon began these things, to build the house of God. The length in cubits, the first measure, was sixty cubits, and the width twenty cubits. 4 There was an ailama at the face of the house; the length on the face, the width of the house were twenty cubits, and the height one hundred and twenty cubits. And he covered it on the inside with pure gold. 5 He covered the great house with cedar wood and covered it with pure gold and carved on it palms and chains. 6 He adorned the house with valuable stones for splendor and with gold—gold that was from Parvaim. 7 He covered the house and the walls and the gates and the ceilings and the rooms with gold, and he carved cherubim upon the walls. 8 He made the house of the holy of holies: its length on the face of the width was twenty cubits, and the length was twenty cubits, and he gilded it with pure gold, for the cherubim, to six hundred talents. 9 The weight of the nails: the weight of one was fifty shekels of gold. And he covered the attic with gold. 10 He made in the house for the holy of holies a work of two cherubim from wood, and he covered them with gold. 11 The wings of the cherubim: the length was twenty cubits, and the one wing was five cubits, touching the wall of the house, and the other wing of five cubits was touching the wings of the other cherubim.b 13 The wings of the cherubim spanned twenty cubits, and they stood on their feet, and their faces were to the house. 14 He made the curtains hyacinth and purple and scarlet and linen and wove cherubim in it. 15 He made two pillars in front of the wall, thirty-five cubits in height, and their tops five cubits. 16 He made serserothc in the dabird and put them on the tops of the pillars. And he made one hundred pomegranates and placed them on the chalaston. 17 He set the pillars at the face of the temple, one by the right side and one by the left side, and he called the name of the one by the right side Success and the name of the one by the left Strength.e 




The Temple Furnishings

4 He made the bronze altar twenty cubits long, and the breadth was twenty cubits, and the height was ten cubits. 2 He made the cast sea ten cubits, the distribution, being completely round, and the height five cubits, and the circumference thirty cubits. 3 The image of a calf was under it. They circled all around it ten cubits; they surrounded the basin completely. They cast two types of calves in their casting, 4 by which they made them, twelve calves: three looking north, three west, three south, and three east. The sea was nearly over them; their hind parts were inside.f 5 Its thickness was a handbreadth, and its edge was like the edge of a wine cup, engraved with shoots of lilies; it contained three thousand in measure, and it was completed. 6 He made ten basins, and he put five on the right and five on the left in order to clean in them the preparations for the whole burnt offerings and to rinse in them, and the sea was for the priests to wash in it. 7 He made ten golden lampstands, according to their judgment, and he put them in the temple, five on the right, and five on the left. 8 He made ten tables and put them in the temple, five on the right and five on the left, and he made a hundred golden saucers. 9 Then he made the court of the priests and the great court and doors for the court and their doorways, covered with bronze. 10 He put the sea in a corner of the house on the right, so as to face east. 11 Huram made the meat hooks and the pieces of wood and the fireplace for the altar and all its implements. And Huram completed doing all the labor that he did for King Solomon in the house of God: 12 two pillars, and upon them balls for the capitals on the top of the two pillars, and two nets to cover the tops of the capitals, which were on the tops of the pillars, 13 and four hundred golden bells for the two nets, and kinds of pomegranates in one net to cover the two balls of the capitals, which were above the pillars. 14 Then he made ten stands, and he made the basins on the stands, 15 and the one sea and the twelve calves underneath it, 16 and the long robe and bowls and kettles and meat hooks and all their implements, which Huram had made and brought to King Solomon in the house of the Lord, of pure bronze. 17 The king cast them in the region of the Jordan in the thickness of the earth in the house of Succoth and Anamesirdathai. 18 Solomon made all these implements in very great number, because the weight of the bronze did not come to an end. 19 Solomon made all the implements of the house of the Lord and the golden altar and the tables—and on them loaves for offering—20 and the lampstands and the lamps of light according to the judgment and at the face of the dabir,a of pure gold, 21 and their snuffers and their lamps and the saucers and the censers and the firesticks, of pure gold, 22 and the inner door of the house into the holy of holies, to the doors of the house of the temple, of gold.b All the labor was completed, which Solomon did in the house of the Lord. 




The Ark of the Covenant is Brought to the Temple

5 And Solomon brought the holy things of his father, David, the silver and the gold, and he put the implements in the treasury of the Lord. 

2 Then Solomon assembled the elders and all the rulers of the tribes, the leaders of the families of the sons of Israel, in Jerusalem to bring the ark of the treaty of the Lord from the city of David (which is Zion). 3 All Israel assembled before the king on the feast; it was the seventh month. 4 All the elders of Israel came, and all the Levites took the ark 5 and the tent of witness and all the holy vessels that were in the tent, and the priests and the Levites brought it. 6 King Solomon and the whole assembly of Israel and the fearers and their gathered ones were sacrificing calves and sheep before the ark, which shall not be numbered, and which shall not be counted on account of the great number. 7 The priests carried the ark of the treaty of the Lord into its place in the dabir of the house in the holies of the holies underneath the wings of the cherubim. 8 The cherubim were spreading out their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim completely covered the ark and its carrying poles from above. 9 The carrying poles rose out, and the tops of the bearing poles could be seen from the holy places at the front of the dabir. They could not be seen outside and are there until this day. 10 There was nothing in the ark except two tablets, which Moses put in Horeb, which the Lord arranged with the sons of Israel when they came out from the land of Egypt. 11 It happened, when the priests came out from the holy places, that all the priests who were found were dedicated; they were not arranged according to their divisions. 12 And the Levites, all the psalmists who were sons of Asaph, to Heman, to Jeduthun and his sons and his brothers, who were clothed in linen garments, with cymbals and with nablaisa and with kinyrais,b were standing in front of the altar, and with them were one hundred and twenty priests trumpeting with the trumpets. 13 There was one sound with the trumpeting and with the singing and with the one voice crying out to acknowledge and praise the Lord, and they raised a sound with trumpets and with cymbals and with instruments for songs. And they said, “Acknowledge the Lord, that he is good, that his mercy is for eternity.” Then the house was filled with a cloud of the glory of the Lord. 14 The priests were not able to stand to minister from the face of the cloud because the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. 




Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication

6 Then Solomon said, “The Lord said to camp in darkness. 2 I have built a house for your name, devoted to you and prepared to dwell in for eternity.” 3 The king turned his face and praised the whole assembly of Israel, and the whole assembly of Israel stood. 4 He said, “Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel, who spoke with his mouth to my father, David, and has completed it with his hands, saying, 5 ‘From the day when I led my people out of the land of Egypt, I did not choose for a city from all the tribes of Israel to build a house for my name to be there, and I did not choose for a man to be leader over my people Israel. 6 I have chosen for David so that he be leader over my people, Israel.’ 7 It was on the heart of my father, David, to build a house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 8 And the Lord said to my father, David, ‘Since it was in your heart to build a house for my name, it was well in your heart. 9 However, you will not build the house, because your son, who will come from your loins, he will build the house for my name.’ 10 The Lord established this saying, which he spoke, and I have come in the place of my father, David, and sat on the throne of Israel, as the Lord spoke, and I have built the house to the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, 11 and I have put there the ark, in which there is the testament of the Lord, which he arranged with Israel.” 

12 Then he stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of the whole assembly of Israel and spread out his hands—13 because Solomon had made a bronze pedestal and had put it in the midst of the temple court, five cubits its length and five cubits its width and three cubits its height, and he stood on it and fell on his knees in the presence of the whole assembly of Israel—and he spread out his hands to the heavens 14 and said, “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in the heavens or on earth, who keeps covenant and mercy to your servants who go before you with their whole heart. 15 You preserved for your servant David, my father, which you spoke to him, and you spoke with your mouth and with your hands; you fulfilled it on this day. 16 Now, O Lord, God of Israel, guard for your servant David what you spoke to him, saying, ‘No man from you will come to an end from the face, sitting on the throne of Israel, only if your sons keep their way to go in my name, as you have gone before me.’ 17 Now, O Lord, God of Israel, let your saying be confirmed, indeed, that you spoke to your servant David. 18 For if God truly dwells with humans on the earth, if the the heavens and the heaven of the heavens is not sufficient for you, then what is this house that I have built? 19 Look upon the prayer of your servant and on my request, O Lord God, to hear the supplication and the prayer before you today, 20 so that your eyes may be open on this house day and night, to this place, which you said your name would be invoked there, to hear the prayer that your servant prays in this place. 21 You will hear the supplication of your servant and people Israel, whatever they might pray in this place, and you yourself will hear in the place of your dwelling from the heavens, and you will hear, and you will be gracious. 

22 “If a man sins against his neighbor and takes upon him a curse in order to curse him, and he should go, and he curses before the altar in this house, 23 then you yourself will hear from the heaven of the heavens, and you shall act and judge your slaves in order to give their due to the lawless and to render his ways on his head, in order to vindicate the righteous, in order to render to him according to his righteousness. 24 If your people, Israel, are broken before the enemy, if they have sinned against you and they turn around and acknowledge your name and pray and petition before you in this house, 25 you will hear from the heavens, and you will be gracious toward the sins of your people, Israel, and return them to the land, which you gave them and their fathers. 

26 “When the heavens are closed and no rain comes to pass because they will have sinned against you, and they will pray to this place and praise your name and turn from their sins because you will have humbled them, 27 and you will hear from the heavens and be gracious toward the sins of your servants and your people, Israel, because you will show to them the good way in which they will go in it, and you will give rain upon your land, which you gave to your people for an inheritance. 28 If a famine happens on the land, if death happens upon the land, blight, jaundice, locust, and if larva happens, if the enemy afflicts him before their cities according to every blow and every distress, 29 and if every prayer and every request comes from a person and by all your people Israel, if someone knows his infection and his weakness and spreads out his hands in this house, 30 then you will hear from heaven, from your prepared dwelling place, and will be merciful, and you will give to a man according to his ways, as you know his heart, because you alone know the heart of the sons of humans, 31 how they should fear all your ways all the days that they live on the face of the land, which you gave to our fathers. 

32 “Every foreigner, who is not from the people of Israel and may come from a land far away on account of your great name and your mighty hand and your arm raised high, and they come and pray in this place, 33 and you will hear from the heavens, from your prepared dwelling place, and you shall act according to everything, whatever the foreigner invokes from you, so that all the people of the earth may know your name and fear you, as your people Israel, and know that your name has been invoked upon this house that I have built. 34 But if your people go out for war against their enemies on the way that you send them, and they shall pray to you according to the way of this city, which you have chosen by it, and of the house, which I have built for your name, 35 then you will hear their supplication from the heavens and their prayer and you shall act on their duty, 36 because they will sin against you (because there is no person who does not sin), and you will strike them and deliver them at the face of enemies, and the ones who take captive will take them captive into the land of enemies, in a land far away or near; 37 and should they turn their heart in their land where they have been taken, and should they indeed turn and request of you in their captivity, saying, ‘We have sinned; we have done wrong; we have acted lawlessly,’ 38 and should they turn to you with their whole heart and with their whole life in the land of those who took them captive, and they shall pray in the direction of their land, which you gave to their fathers, and the city, which you chose, and of the house, which I have built for your name, 39 and you will hear from the heavens, from your prepared dwelling place, of their prayer and their supplication, and you shall bring judgments and be gracious to your people who sin. 

40 “Now, O Lord, let your eyes indeed be open and your ears listen to the prayer of this place. 41 And now arise, O Lord God, to your resting place, you and the ark of your strength. May your priests, O Lord God, clothe themselves with salvation, and let your sons delight in good things. 42 O Lord God, do not turn away your face; remember the mercies of your servant, David.” 




The Lord Responds

7 As Solomon finished praying, fire also came down from the heavens and devoured the whole burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the house. 2 The priests could not enter into the house of the Lord at that time because the glory of the Lord filled the house. 3 All the sons of Israel saw the fire descend and the glory of the Lord upon the house, and they fell on their face on the earth, on the mosaic, and they worshiped and began praising the Lord: “Because he is good, because his mercy is for eternity.” 

4 The king and all the people were sacrificing sacrifices in the presence of the Lord. 5 Solomon sacrificed the sacrifice: twenty-two thousand calves. And the king and all the people consecrated the house of God. 6 The priests were standing at their watch, and the Levites with instruments for songs for the Lord of King David, to acknowledge in the presence of the Lord that his mercy is for eternity, with hymns of David on account of their hands, and the priests trumpeted the trumpets before them, and all Israel stood. 7 Solomon dedicated the midst of the court that is in the house of the Lord, because he made there the burnt offerings and the fat of the deliverance offerings, because the bronze altar that Solomon had made was not sufficient to accept the burnt offerings, and the manaaa and the fatted parts. 8 Solomon made the feast at that time for seven days, and all Israel with him, a very large assembly from the entrance of Hamath even unto the valley of Egypt. 9 He made a finale on the eighth day, because he made the consecration of the altar a festival for seven days. 10 On the twenty-third of the seventh month he sent off the people into their quarters, delighted and with a good heart over the good things that the Lord had done for David and for Solomon and for Israel, his people. 

11 So Solomon completed the house of the Lord and the house of the king, and everything that Solomon made in his soul to do in the house of the Lord and in his house prospered. 12 God appeared to Solomon in the night and said to him, “I have heard your prayer and have chosen in this place for myself for a house of sacrifice. 13 If I close the heavens and there is no rain, and if I command the locust to devour the wood, and if I send death among my people, 14 and if my people, upon whom my name has been invoked, turn around and pray and seek my face and turn back from their evil ways, then I will hear from the heavens and will be merciful toward their sins and will heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears listening to the prayer of this place. 16 Now I have chosen and have sanctified this house for my name to be there unto eternity. And my eyes and my heart will be there all the days. 17 If you go before me as your father, David, and do according to everything that I have commanded you, and you keep my ordinances and my judgments, 18 I will establish the throne of your dominion as I disposed to your father, David, saying, ‘A man, one who leads in Israel, will not be taken away for you.’ 19 Moreover, if you turn back and abandon my commandments and my commands, which I gave before you, and you go and serve other gods and worship them, 20 I will raise you from the land that I gave to them, and this house, which I dedicated to my name, I will turn it back from my face and give it for an illustration and for a tale among all the nations. 21 As for this lofty house, everyone who passes it will be astonished and say, ‘For what did the Lord make happen to this land and this house?’ 22 They will say, ‘Since they deserted the Lord, God of their fathers, who led them out from the land of Egypt, and laid claim to other Gods and worshiped and served them, on account of this, he brought upon them all this damage.’ ” 




Solomon’s Achievements

8 Now it happened, after twenty years, in which Solomon built the house of the Lord and his own house, 2 even the cities that Huram gave to Solomon, Solomon built them and removed to there the sons of Israel. 

3 Then Solomon went into Hamath-zobah and overpowered it. 4 He built Tadmor in the desert, and all the secure cities he built in Hamath. 5 He built the upper Beth-horon and the lower Beth-horon, secure cities with walls, gates, and bolts, 6 and Baalath, and all the secure cities that belonged to Solomon and all the chariot cities and the cities for the cavalry, and as much as Solomon yearned for according to his yearning to build in Jerusalem and in Lebanon and in all his dominion. 7 All the people who were left from the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, who are not from Israel, 8 there were from their sons some who were left after them in the land, whom the sons of Israel did not destroy utterly, and Solomon brought them for tribute until this day. 9 But Solomon did not give from the sons of Israel as servants for his dominion because, look, they were warriors and rulers and the mighty men and rulers of chariots and cavalry. 10 These were the rulers of the guardians of King Solomon, two hundred and fifty taskmasters among the people. 11 Solomon brought the daughter of Pharaoh from the city of David to the house that he built for her, because he said, “My wife shall not dwell in the city of David, the king of Israel, because it is sacred where the ark of the Lord has entered.” 

12 Then Solomon brought up the burnt offerings for the Lord on the altar that he built in front of the temple 13 according to the saying of day in day, to bring according to the commandments of Moses on the Sabbaths and on the month and on the festivals, three times during the year, on the Feast of Unleavened Bread, on the Feast of Weeks, on the Feast of Tents. 14 He established the divisions of the priests according to the judgment of David, according to their ministries; and the Levites were on their watch to minister and praise before the priests according to the word of the day in the day; and the porters according to their divisions into gate and gate, because so were the commandments of David, the man of God. 15 They did not transgress the commandments of the king concerning the priests and the Levites in any affair and for the treasuries. 16 All the labor was prepared from the day it was laid until Solomon completed the house of the Lord. 

17 Then Solomon went into Ezion-geber and Eloth, the maritime city by the land of Edom. 18 Huram, by the hand of his servants, sent off ships and servants who knew the sea, and he went with the servants of Solomon to Ophir and took from that place four hundred and fifty talents of gold, and they came to King Solomon. 




The Queen of Sheba

9 And Queen Sheba heard the name of Solomon and came to test Solomon in Jerusalem with exceedingly difficult riddles.a There were camels carrying spices and gold in plenty and costly stone, and she came to Solomon and spoke to him everything that was on her mind. 2 Solomon announced to her all her words, and no word passed from Solomon, which word he did not report to her. 3 Queen Sheba saw the wisdom of Solomon and the house that he had built 4 and the food of the table and the seating of his servants and the standing of his servants and their apparel and his cupbearer and their dress and the whole burnt offerings that he brought into the house of the Lord, and she was beside herself. 5 She said to the king, “The word is true that I heard in my land concerning your words and concerning your sound judgment. 6 I did not believe the reports until I came, and my eyes saw, and Look, it had not been reported to me half of the magnitude of your wisdom. You have added to the report that I have heard. 7 Happy are the men, happy are your servants, these are the ones who stand by you through everything and hear your wisdom. 8 Let the Lord, your God, be praised, who wanted you on his throne, to give you as king for the Lord, your God. In that the Lord, your God, loved Israel to establish it for eternity, and he put you over them as king to render judgment and righteousness.” 9 She gave the king one hundred and twenty talents of gold and spices in great amount and prized stone. There was nothing like those spices that Queen Sheba gave to King Solomon. 10 The servants of Solomon and the servants of Huram brought gold to Solomon from Ophir and pine wood and prized stone. 11 The king made the pine wood into steps for the house of the Lord and for the house of the king and into lyres and nablas for the singers. Things such as this had not been seen before in the land of Judah. 12 King Solomon gave to Queen Sheba everything she desired, which she asked, more than everything that she had brought to King Solomon. And she returned to her land. 

Solomon’s Wealth

13 The weight of the gold brought to Solomon in one year was six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold, 14 excluding what the men who were subordinates and the travelers carried; and all the kings of Arabia and the satraps of the earth would bring gold and silver to King Solomon. 15 King Solomon made two hundred shields of beaten gold—six hundred of pure gold to one shield; six hundred gold went into one shield—16 and three hundred round shields of beaten gold; and the king put them in the house of the wood of Lebanon. 17 The king made a throne of great ivory teeth and covered it with refined gold. 18 And there were six steps to the throne, covered with gold, and there were arms on this side and that of the throne of the chair, and two lions standing beside the arms, 19 and twelve lions stood there at the six steps on this side and that; it was not like this in every kingdom. 20 All the implements of King Solomon were of gold, and all the implements of the house of the wood of Lebanon were covered with gold. Silver was not calculated in the days of Solomon for anything, 21 because a ship for the king would go into Tarshish with the servants of Huram. Once every three years ships would come from Tarshish to the king full of gold and silver and ivory teeth and apes. 22 Solomon was exalted over every king both in wealth and wisdom. 23 All the kings of the earth kept seeking the face of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God put in his heart. 24 They each brought their gifts—silver implements and gold implements and clothing, oil and seasoning, horses and mules yearly, each year. 25 There were for Solomon four thousand female horses for chariots and twelve thousand cavalry, and he put them in chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem. 26 He was leader of all the kings from the Euphrates River even unto the land of foreigners and unto the borders of Egypt. 27 The king gave the gold and the silver in Jerusalem like stones and cedars like mulberry trees that are plentiful in the lowland. 28 The importing of horses was from Egypt by Solomon and from the whole earth. 

The Death of Solomon

29 The remaining words about Solomon, the first and the last, look, they are written in the words of Nathan the prophet and in the words of Ahijah the Shilonite and in the visions of Joel the seer concerning Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 30 King Solomon reigned over all Israel for forty years. 31 And Solomon slept, and they honored him with funeral rites in the city of his father, David, and his son, Rehoboam, reigned in his place. 




The Split of the Kingdom

10 Rehoboam came to Shechem, because all Israel came to Shechem to coronate him. 2 And it happened, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard—for he was in Egypt from when he had fled from the face of King Solomon, and Jeroboam had settled in Egypt—then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3 Then he sent and called him, and Jeroboam came. And the whole assembly came to Rehoboam, saying, 4 “Your father hardened our yoke. So now let loose from the harsh slavery of your father and from his heavy yoke that he put upon us, and we will be slaves to you.” 5 He said to them, “Go for three days and come to me.” Then the people departed. 6 King Rehoboam gathered the elders who had stood before his father, Solomon, while he was living, saying, “How do you wish to answer this people a word?” 7 They spoke to him, saying, “If on this day you consider this people for good, and you are well pleased, and you speak kind words to them, then they will be servants for you all the days.” 8 He dispensed with the plan of the elders who had advised him and counseled with the younger ones who had grown up with him, who stood before him. 9 He said to them, “What do you wish? With what message should I answer this people who spoke to me, saying, ‘Loosen away the yoke that your father put upon us’?” 10 The younger ones, who had grown up with him, spoke to him, “Thus you should say to the people who spoke to you, saying, ‘Your father made our yoke worse. Now you loose it from us.’ Thus, you shall say: ‘My little finger is thicker than the loins of my father. 11 Now, my father trained you with a heavy yoke, but I will add to our yoke. My father trained you with whips, but I will train you with scorpions.’ ” 12 Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king had spoken, saying, “Return to me the third day.” 13 The king answered severely, and King Rehoboam ignored the plan of the elders. 14 Then he spoke to them according to the plan of the youths, saying, “My father made our yoke worse, but I will add to it. My father trained you with whips, but I will train you with scorpions.” 15 So the king did not listen to the people, because it was a change from God, saying, “The Lord established his word, which he spoke by the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite concerning Jeroboam the son of Nebat 16 and all Israel,” because the king did not listen to them. The people answered to the king, saying, “What portion is there for us in David, and what inheritance in the son of Jesse? Into your quarters, Israel. Now see to your house, David!” And all Israel went into its quarters. 17 But the men of Israel, even those who dwelled in the cities of Judah, Jeroboam reigned over them. 18 And Rehoboam sent to them Hadoram, the one in charge over the tribute, and the people of Israel stoned him with stones, and he died. Then King Jeroboam hastened to go up into the chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 19 And Israel has spurned the house of David until this day. 




11 Then Rehoboam went to Jerusalem and assembled Judah and Benjamin, one hundred and eighty-four thousand youths for making war, and he intended to make war against Israel in order to return the dominion to Rehoboam. 2 A word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, a man of God, saying, 3 “Say to Rehoboam the son of Solomon and all Judah and Benjamin, saying, 4 ‘This is what the Lord says: “You shall not go up, and you shall not make war against your brothers. Turn back, each to his house, because this saying is from me.” ’ ” They heard the word of the Lord and turned back so as to not go against Jeroboam. 

The Reign of Rehoboam

5 Then Rehoboam settled in Jerusalem, and he built walled cities in Judah. 6 He built Bethlehem and Etan and Tekoa 7 and Beth-zur and Socoh and Adullam 8 and Gath and Mareshah and Ziph 9 and Adoraim and Lachish and Azekah 10 and Zorah and Aijalon and Hebron—walled cities, which belong to Judah and Benjamin. 11 He fortified them with walls, and he put in them leaders and stores of food, olive oil, and wine, 12 in each city, and in each city shields and spears. And he strengthened them very much in number, and Judah and Benjamin belonged to him. 13 And the Levites and the priests who were in the whole of Israel gathered to him from all the borders, 14 because the Levites deserted the quarters of their possession and they went to Judah into Jerusalem, because Jeroboam and his sons threw them out so as not to minister to the Lord. 15 He appointed for himself priests of the high places and the images and the worthless things and the calves, which Jeroboam had made. 16 He cast them out from the tribes of Israel, those who gave their heart to seek the Lord, the God of Israel, and they went into Jerusalem to sacrifice to the Lord, God of their ancestors. 17 They strengthened the dominion of Judah and strengthened Rehoboam the son of Solomon for three years, because he went in the ways of David and Solomon for three years. 18 Now Rehoboam took for himself as a wife Mahalath the daughter of Jerimoth, the son of David, and Abihail the daughter of Eliab, the son of Jesse. 19 She begat for him sons: Jeush and Shemariah and Zaham. 20 After these things he took for himself Maacah the daughter of Absalom, and she begat to him Abijah and Attai and Zina and Shelomith. 21 Rehoboam loved Maacah, the daughter of Absalom, more than all his other wives and mistresses, because he had eighteen wives and thirty mistresses, and he begat twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters. 22 Then he appointed as ruler Abijah the son of Maacah as leader among his brothers, because he intended him to be king. 23 He was exalted more than all his sons within all the borders of Judah and Benjamin and in the fortified cities, and he gave them food in great quantity. And he asked for plenty of women. 




Pharaoh Shishak Attacks Jerusalem

12 Then it happened, as the dominion of Rehoboam was ready, and as it prevailed, that he ignored the commandments of the Lord and all Israel with him. 2 It happened in the fifth year of the dominion of Rehoboam that Shishak, king of Egypt, went up against Jerusalem, because they sinned before the Lord, 3 with one thousand two hundred chariots and sixty thousand horses, and there was no number of the multitude who came out with him from Egypt—Libyans, Sukkites,a and Ethiopians—4 and they prevailed over the fortified cities that were in Judah, and he went to Jerusalem. 5 Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the rulers of Judah, who gathered in Jerusalem from the face of Shishak, and said to them, “Thus said the Lord: ‘You abandoned me, so I will abandon you to the hand of Shishak.’ ” 6 The rulers of Israel and the king were ashamed and said, “The Lord is righteous.” 7 And when the Lord saw that they were ashamed, and a word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, “They have felt shame; I will not destroy them, and I will give them a little while for salvation, and my wrath shall not drip onto Jerusalem, 8 because they will be as servants and shall learn my bondage and the bondage of the dominion of the land.” 9 Shishak, king of Egypt, went up and took the treasure that was in the house of the Lord and the treasures that were in the house of the king; he took everything. He took the gold shields that Solomon had made. 10 Rehoboam made bronze shields in place of them. Shishak appointed rulers of runners over him, who guard the gates of the king. 11 And it happened, when the king entered into the house of the Lord, the ones who were guarding would go in, and the runners and the ones returning to meet the runners. 12 And when he felt misgiving, the anger of the Lord turned back from him and was not finally for destruction. For matters were good in Judah. 13 Rehoboam overpowered Jerusalem, and he reigned. And Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he reigned, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, in the city that the Lord chose to name his name there above all the tribes of the sons of Israel. The name of his mother was Naamah the Ammonite. 14 He did evil because he did not direct his heart to seek out the Lord. 15 Now, the annals of Rehoboam, the first and the last, look, are they not written in the annals of Shemaiah the prophet and Iddo the seer, as well as his activities? Rehoboam made war against Jeroboam all the days. 16 Rehoboam died and was buried with his ancestors, and he was buried in the city of David, and his son, Abijah, reigned in his place. 




The Reign of Abijah

13 In the eighteenth year of the dominion of Jeroboam, Abijah reigned over Israel. 2 He reigned for three years in Jerusalem, and the name of his mother was Micaiah the daughter of Uriel, from Gibeon. There was a war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 3 Abijah arrayed with strength—warriors of strength, four hundred thousand mighty men. And Jeroboam arrayed against him for war with eight hundred thousand mighty warriors of strength. 

4 Abijah arose from the mountain of Samaria, which is in Mount Ephraim, and he said, “Hear, Jeroboam and all Israel! 5 Is it not for you to know that the Lord, the God of Israel, gave a king over Israel for eternity, to David and to his sons by a testament of salt? 6 Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon, the son of David, arose and rose up from his Lord. 7 Pestilent men, lawless people, were gathered to him and rose up against Rehoboam the son of Solomon, and Rehoboam was young and cowardly of heart, and he did not resist against his face. 8 Now you say to resist against the face of the dominion of the Lord through the hand of the sons of David. And you are a great number, and with you are golden calves, which Jeroboam made for you for gods. 9 Or did you not throw out the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and make for yourselves priests from the people from the whole land? Whoever approaches to fill the hands from a calf of the herd and seven rams also becomes as a priest for what is not god. 10 We have not forgotten the Lord, our God, and his priests minister to the Lord, the sons of Aaron and the Levites in their divisions. 11 They burn to the Lord whole burnt offering in the morning and evening and incense of combination and the offering of bread on the pure table. There is a golden lampstand and the lamps for burning to light in the evening, because we defend the watches of the Lord, the God of our ancestors, and you have left him. 12 Now look, the Lord is with us in the beginning and his priests and the trumpets for signals to point out against us. The sons of Israel, you make war against the Lord, the God of our ancestors, because he shall not prosper for you.” 

13 Jeroboam turned back their ambush to come from behind; and Judah was in front, and the ambush was from behind. 14 Judah turned back, and look, the war was against them from the front and from behind, and they shouted to the Lord, and the priests sounded the trumpets. 15 The men of Judah shouted, and it happened, when the men of Judah shouted, that the Lord also struck Jeroboam and Israel before Abijah and Judah. 16 The sons of Israel fled from the face of Judah, and the Lord delivered them into their hands. 17 Abijah and his people struck a great blow among them, and five hundred thousand mighty men from Israel fell wounded. 18 The sons of Israel were humbled on that day, and the sons of Judah overpowered, because they hoped in the Lord, the God of their ancestors. 19 Abijah pursued after Jeroboam and seized cities from him: Bethel and its villages, and Jeshanah and its villages, and Ephron and its villages. 20 Jeroboam did not have strength yet all the days of Abijah, and the Lord struck him, and he died. 

21 Abijah strengthened and took for himself fourteen wives and begat twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters. 22 The remaining deeds of Abijah, both his activities and his words, are written in the document of the prophet Iddo. 




The Reign of Asa

14 aAbijah died with his ancestors, and they buried him in the city of David, and his son, Asa, reigned in his place. In the days of Asa, the land of Judah was quiet for ten years. 2 He did what was good and upright in the eyes of the Lord, his God. 3 He removed the altars of the foreigners and the high places and shattered the steles and cut the groves. 4 He told Judah to seek out the Lord, God of their ancestors, and to do the law and the commandments. 5 He removed from all the cities of Judah the altars and the idols, and he made peace. 6 Cities were walled in the land of Judah, because the land had peace. There was no war in it in these years, because the Lord put an end to it. 7 He said to Judah, “Let us build these cities and make a wall and towers and gates and bolts, before we will rule the land, because just as I sought the Lord, our God, he sought us and brought peace to us all around and prospered us.” 8 There was to Asa a force of three hundred thousand soldiers carrying shields and spears in the land of Judah, and in the land of Benjamin two hundred and fifty thousand warriors with light shields and bowmen; all these were warriors of strength. 9 Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with a force by thousands and three hundred chariots and went up to Mareshah. 10 Asa went out to a meeting with him and drew up the soldiers for war in the ravine to the north of Mareshah. 11 Asa shouted to the Lord, his God, and he said, “O Lord, it is not impossible by you to save with many or with a small number. Strengthen us, O Lord, our God, because we have trusted in you and in your name to come against this great number. O Lord, our God, let no person have power, no person.” 12 The Lord struck the Ethiopians before Judah, and the Ethiopians fled. 13 And Asa and his people pursued them as far as Gedor, and the Ethiopians fell so that nothing was preserved among them; because they were shattered before the Lord and before his power. And they took away many spoils. 14 They cut off their villages around Gedor, because the terror of the Lord had come upon them, and they despoiled all his cities, because many spoils had come to them. 15 Indeed, they eliminated tents of possessions, the Amazoneis, and they took many sheep and camels and returned to Jerusalem. 




15 Now Azariah the son of Oded, a spirit of the Lord came upon him. 2 He went out to meet them in all Judah and Benjamin and said, “The Lord is with you when we are with him. If you seek him, he will be found to you, and if you should leave him behind, he will abandon you. 3 Israel for many days was with no true God and with no law. 4 He will return them to the Lord, God of Israel, and he will be found to them. 5 In that time the one going in and going out have no peace, because the terror of the Lord was upon all those who dwelled in the territories. 6 Nation will war against nation and city against city, because God has astonished them in every affliction. 7 And you, be strong, and do not let your hands relax, because there are wages for your labor.” 8 When he heard these words and the prophecy of Hadad the prophet, he was both strengthened and he cast out the abominations from the whole land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities that he had gained in Mount Ephraim, and he renewed the altar of the Lord that was in front of the temple of the Lord. 9 He assembled Judah and Benjamin and the proselytes who lived with him from Ephraim and from Manasseh and from Simeon, because many of Israel were added to him when they saw that the Lord, his God, was with him. 10 They were gathered in Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of the dominion of Asa. 11 He sacrificed to the Lord in that day, on which was brought seven hundred calves and seven thousand sheep. 12 He entered in a covenant to seek the Lord, God of their ancestors, from his whole heart and from his whole inner being. 13 If anyone does not seek out the Lord, God of Israel, he will die, from young up to an elder, from male to female. 14 They swore by the Lord in a great voice and with trumpets. 15 All Judah was delighted about the oath, because they swore from their whole inner being, and they sought him with the whole will, and the Lord was found to them, and he put an end to things for them all around. 16 He removed his mother Maacah, so that she would not minister to Ashtoreth, and he destroyed the idol and incinerated it in the Kidron Valley. 17 However, they did not remove the high places; they yet existed in Israel. But the heart of Asa was full all his days. 18 He brought the sacred things of his father David and the sacred things of the house of the Lord God: silver and gold and implements. 19 There was no war with him until the thirty-fifth year of the dominion of Asa. 




16 In the thirty-eighth year of the dominion of Asa, Baasha, king of Israel, went up to Judah and built Ramah in order to not give exit and entrance to Asa, king of Judah. 2 Asa took gold and silver from the treasury of the house of the Lord and the house of the king and sent them to the son of Hadad, king of Aram, who dwelled in Damascus, saying, 3 “Form a covenant between me and you and between my father and your father. Look, I have sent you gold and silver. Come and scatter abroad from me Baasha, king of Israel, and let him depart from me.” 4 The son of Hadad heard King Asa and sent the rulers of his force against the cities of Israel, and he struck Ijon and Dan and Abel-maim and all the country round about Naphtali. 5 And it happened, when Baasha heard, he left off to no longer build Ramah, and he ceased his work. 6 King Asa took all Judah, and he took the stones of Ramah and its timber, which Baasha had built, and he built with them Geba and Mizpah. 7 In that time Hanani the prophet went to Asa, king of Judah, and he said to him, “When you trusted in the king of Aram and did not trust in the Lord, your God, on account of this, the force of Aram was saved from your hand. 8 Were not the Ethiopians and Libyans a great force in courage, in a very large number of horsemen? And when you trusted in the Lord, he delivered them into your hands, 9 because the eyes of the Lord are looking upon all the earth to strengthen every heart with fullness toward him. You ignored this! From now on, war is with you.” 10 Asa was angered by the prophet and put him under watch over this. Asa mistreated the people in that time. 11 Look, the words of Asa, the first and the last, are written in the document of the kings of Judah and Israel. 12 Asa grew weak in the feet in the thirty-ninth year of his dominion. He grew very weak. And in his weakness, he did not seek the Lord, but the physicians. 13 Asa slept with his ancestors and died in the thirtieth year of his dominion. 14 They buried him in the tomb that he dug for himself in the city of David, and they put him to sleep on the couch and filled it with spices and kinds of myrrh from perfumers, and they made a very great funeral procession for him. 




The Reign of Jehoshaphat

17 His son, Jehoshaphat, reigned in his place, and Jehoshaphat had power against Israel. 2 He put a force in all the fortified cities of Judah and appointed leaders in all the cities of Judah and in the cities of Ephraim that his father, Asa, had seized before. 3 The Lord was with Jehoshaphat because he went in the first ways of his father and did not seek idols. 4 But he sought the Lord, the God of his father, and he went in the commandments of his father and not like the deeds of Israel. 5 The Lord directed the dominion by his hand, and all Judah gave gifts to Jehoshaphat, and riches and great glory came to him. 6 His heart was exalted in the way of the Lord, and he took away the high places and the groves from the land of Judah. 7 In the third year of his dominion he sent his leaders and the sons of the mighty ones—Obadiah and Zechariah and Nethanel and Micaiah—to teach in the cities of Judah. 8 The Levites were with them—Shemaiah and Nethaniah and Zebadiah and Asahel and Shemiramoth and Jehonathan and Adonijah and Tobijah, the Levites—and with them the priests Elishama and Joram. 9 They taught in Judah, and a book of the law of the Lord was with them, and they went through the cities of Judah and kept teaching the people. 10 And it happened that the terror of the Lord was upon all the dominions of the land, those around Judah, so they did not war with Jehoshaphat. 11 Some of the foreigners brought to Jehoshaphat gifts and silver and presents, and the Arabs brought to him seven thousand seven hundred rams of sheep. 12 Jehoshaphat was walking greater as far as in height, and he built buildings in Judah and secure cities. 13 There were many works in Judah and men, mighty strong warriors in Jerusalem. 14 This is their number according to the houses of their families: for Judah, the commanders of a thousand, Adnah the ruler, and with him three hundred thousand mighty sons of strength; 15 Jehohanan the leader was after him, and with him two hundred and eighty-four thousand; 16 after him was Amasiah the son of Zichri, who was eager for the Lord, and with him two hundred thousand mighty ones of strength. 17 From Benjamin: a mighty one of strength, and Eliada, and with him bowmen and two hundred thousand men carrying shields; 18 after him was Jehozabad, and with him one hundred and eighty-four thousand mighty ones for war. 19 These were the ones who ministered for the king, excluding those whom the king put in the fortified cities in all Judah. 




An Unwise Alliance

18 There was to Jehoshaphat further great riches and glory, but he married into the house of Ahab. 2 He came down at the end of years to Ahab in Samaria, and Ahab sacrificed many sheep and calves for him and for the people who were with him, and he loved him in order to go up with him into Ramoth of Gilead. 3 And Ahab, king of Israel, said to Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, “Come with me into Ramoth of Gilead.” Then he said to him, “As I am, so also are you; as my people, also your people, with you into war.” 4 Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Indeed, seek the Lord this day.” 5 The king of Israel gathered the prophets, four hundred men, and said to them, “Should I go to Ramoth Gilead for war or hold?” They said, “Go up, and God will give it into the hands of the king.” 6 Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not yet here a prophet of the Lord, and we shall ask from him?” 7 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is still one man through whom to seek the Lord, but I hate him, because there is no prophesying about me for good, because all his days are for evil. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.” Then Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king speak in this way.” 8 The king called one of the eunuchs and said, “Swiftly, bring Micaiah son of Imlah.” 9 The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, were sitting, each upon his throne, and clothed in garments, sitting in the roomy doors at the gates of Samaria, and all the prophets kept prophesying before them. 10 Zedekiah son of Chenaanah made for himself horns of iron and said, “Thus the Lord says: ‘By these you will gore the Syriansa until it is finished.’ ” 11 All the prophets kept prophesying in this way, saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead, and you will succeed, and the Lord will give it into the hands of the king.” 12 The messenger who went to call Micaiah spoke to him, saying, “Look, the prophets spoke by one mouth good things concerning the king. So now let your words stand as one of them, and you will say good things.” 13 Micaiah said, “The Lord lives, because whatever God says to me, I will speak it.” 14 He went to the king, and the king said to him, “Micaiah, should I go to Ramoth Gilead for war or stay?” He said, “Go up, and you will be successful, and they will be given into your hands.” 15 Then the king said to him, “How often have I made you swear that you shall not speak to me except the truth in the name of the Lord?” 16 He said, “I saw Israel scattered abroad among the regions, like sheep for whom there is no shepherd. Then the Lord said, ‘They do not have a leader. Let them, each one, return to his house in peace.’ ” 17 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did I not say to you that he does not prophesy good things concerning me, but rather evil?” 18 He said, “Not so. Hear the word of the Lord. I saw the Lord seated on his throne, and all the force of the heavens standing on his right and on his left. 19 The Lord said, ‘Who will trick Ahab, king of Israel, and he will go up and fall in Ramoth Gilead?’ This one said thus, and this one said it is so. 20 The spirit went out and stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will trick him.’ And the Lord said, ‘By what means?’ 21 He said, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And he said, ‘You shall trick and be capable. Go out and do so.’ 22 Now look, the Lord gave a lying spirit in the mouth of these your prophets, and the Lord spoke evil concerning you.” 23 Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah approached and struck Micaiah on the jaw and said to him, “By what way did the very spirit of the Lord talk from me to you?”b 24 Micaiah said, “Look, you shall see in that day he shall go from chamber to chamber to hide.” 25 The king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah, and return to Amon, ruler of the city, and to Jehoash, a ruler, son of the king. 26 And you shall say, ‘Thus said the king: “Keep this one in a house to be guarded, and let him eat bread of oppression and water of oppression until I return in peace.” ’ ” 27 Micaiah said, “If returning you return in peace, the Lord did not speak by me. Hear, all peoples!” 

28 The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, went up to Ramoth Gilead. 29 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I shall disguise myself and enter into the war, but as for you, put on my clothing.” The king of Israel completely hid himself and entered into the war. 30 Now the king of Syria had commanded the rulers of the chariots who were with him, saying, “Do not make war against the small and the great, but rather the king of Israel alone.” 31 And it happened, when the rulers of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they also said, “It is the king of Israel.” And they surrounded him in order to make war. But Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord rescued him, and God turned them back from him. 32 And it happened, when the rulers of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, they turned away also from him. 33 Then a man stretched a bow, aiming well, and it struck the king of Israel in the midst of the lungs and in the midst of the breastplate. And he said to the driver, “Turn your hand, and take me from the battle, because I have suffered.” 34 And the war reached a turning point in that day, and the king of Israel was made to stand upon the chariot until evening, from opposite the Syrians,a and he died as the sun was sinking. 




19 Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, turned back to his house to Jerusalem. 2 And Jehu the son of Hanani, the prophet, went out to meet him and said to him, “King Jehoshaphat, were you assisting a sinner, or are you befriending one hated by the Lord? On account of this, anger has come upon you from the Lord; 3 except that good things were found among you, because you took away the groves from the land of Judah and directed your heart to seek out the Lord.” 

Jehoshaphat’s Reforms

4 Jehoshaphat settled and went out again among the people, from Beer-sheba as far as the mountains of Ephraim, and returned them to the Lord, God of their ancestors. 5 He appointed judges in all the fortified cities of Judah, in city and city. 6 He said to the judges, “Watch what you do, because you judge not for humanity but rather for the Lord, and with you are words for judgment. 7 Now, let the fear of the Lord be upon you, keep watch and act, because there is no injustice with the Lord, our God, nor admiration for a face, nor receiving gifts.” 8 For in Jerusalem, Jehoshaphat appointed the priests and the Levites and the patriarchs of Israel for the Lord’s judgment and to judge the ones who dwelled in Jerusalem. 9 He commanded to them, saying, “Thus you shall do by the fear of the Lord in truth and in fullness of heart; 10 As for any man of our brothers who are dwelling, a dispute that comes to you between blood, and an ordinance and a command, and duties and judgments; you shall give orders to them, and they shall not sin against the Lord, and there shall be no wrath against you and against your brothers. So, you will do, and you will not sin. 11 Look, Amariah the priest, a leader over you in every affair of the Lord, and Zebadiah, the leader in the house of Judah for every affair of the king, and the scribes and the Levites before your face. Be strong and act, and the Lord shall be with the good.” 




A Coalition Attacks Jehoshaphat

20 After these things the sons of Moab and the sons of Ammon and with them some of the Meunitesa came to Jehoshaphat for war. 2 They came and reported to Jehoshaphat, saying, “A great number has come upon you from beyond the sea and Syria. Look, they are in Hazazon-tamar (which is En-gedi).” 3 Jehoshaphat was afraid, and he gave his face to seek out the Lord and proclaim a fast. 4 Judah gathered to seek out the Lord, and they came to seek the Lord from all the cities of Judah. 5 Jehoshaphat arose in the assembly of Judah in Jerusalem in the house of the Lord, at the face of the new court. 6 And he said, “O Lord, God of our ancestors, are you not God in the heavens above? And you rule over all the dominions of the nations, and in your hand is the strength of sovereignty, and there is none to resist you. 7 Aren’t you the Lord who utterly destroyed the ones who dwelt in this land from the face of Israel, and you gave it to the seed of Abraham, your beloved, for eternity? 8 They settled in it and built in it a sanctuary to your name, saying, 9 ‘If evil comes upon us—sword, dispute, death, or hunger—we shall stand before the house and before you, because your name is upon this house, and we will shout out to you from oppression, and you will hear and deliver.’ 10 Now look, sons of Ammon and Mount Seir, for those whom you did not give to Israel to go through them when they came out from the land of Egypt, because they turned away from them and did not completely destroy them! 11 Now look, they are attempting to come out against us to throw us out from our inheritance, which you gave us. 12 O Lord, our God, will you not judge them? Because there is no strength to us to resist against this great number coming against us, and we do not know what we should do against them other than lift our eyes to you.” 13 All Judah stood before the Lord, and their children and wives. 14 With respect to Uzziel the son of Zechariah, from the sons of Eliel, the son of Mattaniah, the Levite from the sons of Asaph, a spirit of the Lord came upon him in the assembly. 15 He said, “Hear, all Judah and the ones who dwell in Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat. Thus, says the Lord to you: ‘Do not fear them nor be scared from the face of this large crowd, because the line for battle is not for you but rather it is for God. 16 Tomorrow go down upon them. Look, they are going up according to the ascent of Ziz, and you will find them upon the pinnacle of the river in the desert of Jeruel. 17 It is not for you to make war. Take note of these things and observe the deliverance of the Lord with you. Look, even Jerusalem, be neither scared nor afraid of this, to go out to meet them, and the Lord will be with you.’ ” 18 Jehoshaphat bowed on his face, and all Judah and the ones who dwelled in Jerusalem fell before the Lord to bow before the Lord. 19 The Levites from the sons of Kohath and from the sons of Korah arose to praise the Lord, God of Israel, in a loud, grand voice. 20 They arose early in the morning and went into the desert of Tekoa, and when they went out, Jehoshaphat stopped and shouted, “Hear me, Judah and the ones who dwell in Jerusalem! Trust in the Lord, your God, and you will be trusted. Trust in his prophet, and you will be successful.” 21 He planned with the people and placed psalmists and those who praise to acknowledge and to praise the sacred things when they went out before the army and said, “Acknowledge the Lord, because his mercy is for eternity.” 

22 When they began the acknowledging praise of him, the Lord made the sons of Ammon make war upon Moab and Mount Seir, who were coming out against Judah, and they were put to flight. 23 The sons of Ammon and Moab revolted from the ones who dwelt in Mount Seir to completely destroy and to eliminate. And when they finished the settlers in Seir, they arose to completely destroy one another. 24 Judah went to the lookout-place in the desert and gazed at it and saw the great number. Look, all were fallen corpses on the earth; there was none who was alive. 25 Jehoshaphat and his people came to plunder their spoils, and they found many livestock and baggage and goods and precious implements, and he plundered among them, and three days passed while they plundered the spoils, because there was so much. 26 And it came to pass on the fourth day, they gathered together at the strait of the praise, for there they praised the Lord. On account of this they called the name of that place the Valley of Praise until this day. 27 Every man of Judah returned to Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat was their leader in great joy, because the Lord gladdened them from their enemies. 28 They went into Jerusalem with nablais and with kinyrais and with trumpets into the house of the Lord. 29 The terror of the Lord came upon all the dominions of the land when they heard that the Lord had made war against the enemies of Israel. 30 The dominion of Jehoshaphat made peace, and God put an end to things for him all around. 

31 Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah, being thirty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. And the name of his mother was Azubah daughter of Shilhi. 32 He went in the ways of his father, Asa, and he did not turn aside from doing what was upright before the Lord. 33 But the high places still existed, and the people still did not direct their heart to the Lord, the God of his ancestors. 34 The remaining words about Jehoshaphat, the first and the last, Look, they are written in the annals of Jehu the son of Hanani, who wrote the books of the kings of Israel. 

35 After these things Jehoshaphat entered into an alliance with Ahaziah, king of Israel—and he was lawless 36 when he acted—and went to him in order to make ships to go to Tarshish. And he made ships in Ezion-geber. 37 Eliezer the son of Dodavahu prophesied from Mareshah against Jehoshaphat, saying, “As you are friends with Ahaziah, the Lord has shattered your work, and your vessels have been demolished, and they were not able to go to Tarshish. 




The Reign of Joram

21 Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David, and his son, Joram, reigned in his place. 2 There were to him six brothers, sons of Jehoshaphat, and Jehiel and Zechariah and Michael and Shephatiah. All these were sons of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. 3 Their father gave to them many presents: silver and gold and weapons along with walled cities in Judah. He gave the dominion to Joram, because he was the firstborn. 4 Joram arose over his dominion, and he was strengthened, and he murdered all his brothers with the sword and some from the rulers of Israel. 5 When he was thirty-two years old, Joram was appointed over his dominion, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 6 He went in the way of the kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab did, because the daughter of Ahab was his wife, and he did evil before the Lord. 7 The Lord did not want to completely destroy the house of David on account of the covenant that he had arranged with David and as he said to him, to give a lamp to him and his sons all the days. 8 In those days Edom withdrew from Judah and crowned a king over themselves. 9 Joram went with the rulers, and every horse was with him. And it happened and Edom rose up at night and struck the one encircling him and the rulers of the chariots, and the people fled into their quarters. 10 Edom withdrew from Judah until this day. Then Libnah withdrew from his hand in that time, because he ignored the Lord, God of his ancestors. 11 For also he made high places in the cities of Judah, and they committed fornication, the ones who dwelled in Jerusalem, and he led Judah astray. 12 And there came to him a message in writing from Elijah the prophet, saying, “This is what the Lord, God of your father, David, says: ‘Because you have not gone in the way of your father, Jehoshaphat, and in the ways of Asa, king of Judah, 13 but you have gone in the ways of the kings of Israel and have prostituted Judah and the ones who dwelled in Jerusalem, as the house of Ahab committed fornication; and your brothers, the sons of your father, who were better than you, you murdered. 14 Look, the Lord will strike you with a great blow among your people and among your sons and among your wives and among all your possessions. 15 You will be in grievous weakness with sickness of the belly until when your belly comes out with the weakness from days to days.’ ” 16 The Lord assembled against Joram the foreigners and the Arabs and the neighbors of the Ethiopians. 17 They went up against Judah, and they oppressed and returned every possession that they found in the house of the king, and his sons and his daughters, and no son was not left for him other than Ahaziah, the youngest of his sons. 18 After all these things the Lord struck him in the belly with an ailment for which there was no treatment. 19 And it happened from days to days; and as a time of the days came for two days, his belly came out with the sickness, and he died in grievous weakness. His people did not make a funeral procession like a funeral procession for his ancestors. 20 He was thirty-two years old when he reigned, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. He did not walk in approval and was buried in the city of David, and not in the tombs of the kings. 




The Reign of Ahaziah

22 The ones who dwelled in Jerusalem crowned his youngest son, Ahaziah, in his place because the band of robbers that came upon them, the Arabs and the Alimazonis, had murdered all of the elder sons. And Ahaziah son of Joram reigned as king of Judah. 2 Being twenty years old, Ahaziah reigned, and he reigned in Jerusalem one year. The name of his mother was Athaliah daughter of Omri. 3 He went in the way of the house of Ahab because his mother was an adviser for sinning. 4 He did evil before the Lord, as the house of Ahab, because they were advisors to him after the death of his father, to completely destroy him. 5 He went with their plan. And he went with Joram son of Ahab to war against Hazael, king of Aram, to Ramah Gilead. And the bowmen struck Joram. 6 So Joram returned to be treated in Israel from the blows with which the Syrians struck him at Ramah when he made war against Hazael, king of Syria. Ahaziah son of Joram, king of Judah, came down to gaze at Joram son of Ahab in Israel because he was ill. 7 A catastrophe came from God to Ahaziah for coming to Joram. For when he came out, Joram went out with him against the son of Nimshi, the anointed of the Lord against the house of Ahab. 8 And it happened, as Jehu avenged the house of Ahab, and he also found the rulers of Judah and the brothers of Ahaziah ministering to Ahaziah, and he murdered them. 9 He said to seek for Ahaziah, and they seized him as he was being treated in Samaria and brought him to Jehu, and he murdered him. They buried him, because they said, “He is the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought the Lord with his whole heart.” There was no one in the house of Ahaziah to increase the power concerning the dominion. 

Athaliah Seizes Power

10 And Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her son died, and she arose and completely destroyed all the seed of the dominion in the house of Judah. 11 But Jehoshabeath took Jehoash son of Ahaziah and stole him from the midst of the sons of the king, who were being killed, and gave him and his nurse to the storehouse beds. Jehoshabeath daughter of King Joram, sister of Ahaziah and wife of Jehoiada, hid him. She hid him from the face of Athaliah, and she did not murder him. 12 He was with her in the house of God, hidden, for six years, and Athaliah reigned over the land. 




23 In the eighth year Jehoiada grew strong and took the captains of hundreds, Azariah son of Jeroham, and Ishmael son of Jehohanan, and Azariah son of Obed, and Maaseiah son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat son of Zechariah, with him into a house. 2 They surrounded Judah and gathered the Levites from all the cities of Judah and the rulers of the families of Israel, and they went into Jerusalem. 3 All the assembly of Judah arranged a covenant with the king in the house of God, and he showed to them the son of the king and said to them, “Look, let the son of the king reign, just as the Lord spoke about the house of David. 4 Now, this is the matter that you shall do. Let a third of you, of the priests and the Levites, go on the Sabbath and into the gates of the entrance. 5 Let a third be in the house of the king, and a third in the gates in the middle, and all the people will be in the court of the house of the Lord. 6 Let no one enter into the house of the Lord except the priests and the Levites and the ones ministering of the Levites. They may enter because they are sacred; and let all the people guard the watches for the Lord. 7 The Levites will surround the king in a circle, a man’s weapon, a weapon in his hand, and the one who goes into the house will die. They will be with the king while he enters and leaves.” 8 The Levites and all Judah did according to everything, as much as Jehoiada the priest had commanded, and each one took his men from the beginning of the Sabbath until the close of the Sabbath, because Jehoiada did not dissolve the priestly divisions. 9 He gave them the large knives and the shields and the weapons that were King David’s in the house of God. 10 He established all the people, each with his weapons, from the shoulder of the house on the right side up to the shoulder on the left of the altar, and of the house, around the king in a circle. 11 He brought out the son of the king and put upon him the kingly crown, and the testimonies. Jehoiada and his sons crowned and anointed him and said, “May the king live!” 12 Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and acknowledging and praising the king, and they came to the king in the house of the Lord. 13 And she looked and look, the king was at his position, and around the entrance were the rulers and the trumpets, rulers surrounding the king, and all the people were happy. And they sounded the trumpets, and the singers singing with the instruments and hymning a tale. Athaliah ripped her clothing and cried out, “By attacking, you are attacking me.” 14 Jehoiada the priest went out, and Jehoiada the priest commanded the leaders of hundreds and the chiefs of the force and said to them, “Throw her outside of the house, and go after her, and let her die by a large knife,” because the priest said, “Let her not die in the house of the Lord.” 15 They gave her a break, and she entered through the gates of the cavalry of the house of the king, and they put her to death there. 

16 Jehoiada arranged a covenant between himself and the people and the king in order to be a people to the Lord. 17 All the people entered the land into the house of Baal and pulled it down, and the altars, and they smashed its idols. They put to death Mattan, the priest of Baal, before his altar. 18 Jehoiada the priest undertook the works of the house of the Lord through the hand of the priests and the Levites and established the divisions of the priests and the Levites, which David had defined at the house of the Lord, and to bring burnt offerings to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of Moses, with joy and with songs by the hand of David. 19 The porters stood at the gates of the house of the Lord, and nothing impure would enter for any matter. 20 He took the patriarchs and the mighty and the rulers of the people and all the people of the land, and they caused the king to ride into the house of the Lord, and he entered through the inner gate into the house of the king, and they set the king on the throne of the dominion. 21 All the people of the land were happy, and the city was quiet. And they put Athaliah to death. 




The Reign of Joash

24 Joash was seven years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Zibiah from Beer-sheba. 2 Joash did what was upright before the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest. 3 And Jehoiada took for him two wives, and he begat sons and daughters. 4 And it happened, after these things, that it came upon the heart of Joash to equip the house of the Lord. 5 So he gathered the priests and the Levites and said to them, “Go out into the cities of Judah, and gather moneya from all Israel to increase the house of the Lord, year by year, and hasten to tell everyone.” But the Levites did not trust him. 6 King Joash called Jehoiada, the ruler, and said to him, “Why have you not observed about the Levites, to bring from Judah and Jerusalem what was decided by Moses, the person of God, when he assembled Israel in the tent of witness?” 7 Because Athaliah was the lawless one, and her sons pulled down the house of God; for they made even the sacred things of the house of the Lord for Baals. 8 The king said, “Let there be a box, and let it be placed at the gates of the house of the Lord outside.” 9 They proclaimed in Judah and in Jerusalem to bring to the Lord, just as Moses, the servant of God, had said about Israel in the desert. 10 All the rulers and all the people gave and carried and threw into the box until it was full. 11 And it happened, as they would carry the box to the officials of the king by the hand of the Levites and as they saw that the money increased, the scribe of the king and the official of the great priest also came and emptied the box and put it back in its place. Thus, they continued to do day after day, and they collected a lot of money. 12 The king and Jehoiada the priest gave it to the ones who were doing the labor for the work of the house of the Lord. They hired stonecutters and carpenters to equip the house of the Lord, and workers in iron and bronze to equip the house of the Lord. 13 The ones who were doing the labor kept working, and the amount of the labors increased by their hands, and they erected the house of the Lord in its position and reinforced it. 14 When they had finished, they brought to the king and to Jehoiada the remainder of the money, and they made utensils for the house of the Lord, ministering utensils for whole burnt offerings and gold and silver censers. They offered up sacrifices of burnt offerings in the house of the Lord continuously, all the days of Jehoiada. 

15 Jehoiada grew old and full of days and died, being one hundred and thirty years old when he died. 16 They buried him in the city of David with the kings because he had acted kindly with Israel and with God and his house. 17 And it happened after the death of Jehoiada that the rulers of Judah came in and worshiped the king. Then the king listened to them. 18 They deserted the Lord, the God of their ancestors, and became slaves to the Ashtoreth and to the images. Wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem on this day. 19 He sent prophets to them to return to the Lord, but they did not listen. They warned them, and they did not listen. 20 A divine spirit covered Azariah the son of Jehoiada, the priest, and he stood above the people and said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘Why do you bypass the commandments of the Lord? You will not be successful because you have left behind the Lord, and he will abandon you.’ ” 21 They attacked him and stoned him by the command of King Joash in the court of the house of the Lord. 22 Joash did not remember the compassion that Jehoiada, his father, did with him, and he killed his son. When he died, he said, “May the Lord observe, and let him judge.” 23 And it happened after the end of the year, the force of Syria went up against him and came against Judah and against Jerusalem, and they destroyed all the rulers of the people among the people and sent all their spoils to the king of Damascus. 24 Because the army of Syria came with a small number of men, God delivered a very great force into their hands, because they had deserted the Lord, God of their ancestors. He made judgments with Joash. 25 And after they had departed from him, when they left him in great weaknesses, his servants made an attempt against him on account of the blood of the son of Jehoiada the priest, and they put him to death on his bed. And he died. They buried him in the city of David, but they did not bury him in the tomb for the kings. 26 The ones making an attempt against him were Zabad the son of Shimeath, the Ammonite, and Jehozabad the son of Shimrith, the Moabite 27 All his sons, even the five, approached him. And the remainder, Look, they are written in the writing of the kings. And his son, Amaziah, reigned in his place. 




The Reign of Amaziah

25 Amaziah reigned when he was twenty-five years old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Jehoaddan from Jerusalem. 2 He did what was upright before the Lord, but not with a full heart. 3 And it happened, as the dominion was appointed in his hand, and he killed his subjects who murdered his father, the king. 4 He did not kill their sons according to the covenant of the law of the Lord, just as it is written, as the Lord commanded, saying, “Fathers shall not die instead of children, and sons shall not die instead of fathers, but each one shall die for his own sin.”a 

5 Amaziah gathered the house of Judah and established them according to the houses of their families, into the commanders of a thousand and captains of hundreds in all Judah and Jerusalem. He counted them from twenty years and above and found them to be three hundred thousand mighty ones to go out for war, seizing spear and shield. 6 He hired from Israel one hundred thousand mighty ones in strength for one hundred talents of silver. 7 A man of God came to him, saying, “O King, the army of Israel will not go forth with you, because the Lord is not with Israel, all the sons of Ephraim. 8 For if you suppose to overcome with these, then the Lord will put you to flight before the enemies, because both victory and defeat are from the Lord.” 9 And Amaziah said to the man of God, “Now what shall I do about the hundred talents that I gave the force of Israel?” And the man of God said, “The Lord can give you much more than that.” 10 Amaziah separated the force that came to him from Ephraim to depart into their place. And they became very angry against Judah and returned to their place in a wrathful anger. 11 Amaziah grew stronger and took his people and went into the valley of salt, and there struck ten thousand sons of Seir. 12 The sons of Judah took ten thousand captive and brought them to the edge of the overhanging bank and threw them down from the edge of the overhanging bank, and everyone was torn apart. 13 And the sons of the force whom Amaziah had turned back so as to not be found with him in war, also attacked the cities of Judah, from Samaria until Beth-horon, and he struck three thousand among them and plundered much plunder. 

14 And it happened, after Amaziah came from striking Edom, he also brought to them the gods of the sons of Seir and made them gods for himself and set them up before them to bow down before them, and he himself would sacrifice to them. 15 The wrath of the Lord came upon Amaziah, and he sent to him prophets, and they said to him, “Why did you seek the gods of the people who did not rescue their people from your hand?” 16 And it happened, when heb spoke and said to him, “I did not make you a counselor of the king. Be warned so that you are not whipped,” the prophet became quiet and said, “I know that hec wanted against you to destroy you, because you did this and did not listen to my counsel.” 

17 Amaziah deliberated. 18 Then Joash, king of Israel, sent to Amaziah, king of Judah, saying, “The chozeid in Lebanon sent to the cedar that is in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to my son for a wife. And look, the beasts of the field that are in Lebanon will come.’ And the beasts came and trampled down the thistle. 19 You said, ‘Look, you struck Edom, and the heavy heart lifts you. Now, sit in your house, and why do you converse with evil, and you yourself will fall, and Judah with you?’ ” 20 Amaziah did not listen, because it came from the Lord, to give him over into their hands because he sought the gods of Edom. 21 Joash, king of Israel, went up, and they were seen by one another, he and Amaziah, king of Judah, in Beth-shemesh, which is of Judah. 22 Judah was put to flight at the face of Israel, and each one fled into their tents. 23 Joash, king of Israel, took captive Amaziah, king of Judah, the son of Joash, in Beth-shemesh and brought them to Jerusalem. He knocked down some of the wall of Jerusalem, from the gate of Ephraim to the gate at the corner, four hundred cubits. 24 He plundered all the gold and the silver and all the utensils that were found in the house of the Lord and from Obed-edom and the treasuries of the house of the king and the sons of the mixed family and returned to Samaria. 

25 Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of Joash the son of Joash, king of Israel. 26 The remainder of the annals of Amaziah, the first and the last, look, are they not written in the book of Judah and Israel? 27 At the time when Amaziah withdrew from the Lord, they also made an attempt against him, for an attack against him, and he fled from Jerusalem to Lachish. He sent after him to Lachish and killed him there. 28 They put him on horses and buried him with his fathers in the city of David. 




The Reign of Uzziah

26 All the people of the land took Uzziah, and he was sixteen years old, and they crowned him in the place of his father, Amaziah. 2 He built Elath and returned it to Judah after the king slept with his ancestors. 

3 Uzziah was a son of sixteen years, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. And the name of his mother was Jecoliah from Jerusalem. 4 He did what was upright before the Lord according to everything that Amaziah, his father, did. 5 He was seeking the Lord in all the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the fear of the Lord, and in his days he sought the Lord, and the Lord prospered him. 6 He went out and made war against the foreigners and knocked down the walls of Gath and the walls of Jabneh and the walls of Ashdod, and he built cities in Ashdod and among the foreigners. 7 The Lord strengthened him against the foreigners and against the Arabs who dwelled on the rock and on the Meunites. 8 The Meunitesa gave gifts to Uzziah, and his name was as far as the entrance of Egypt, because he was strengthened to the uppermost. 9 Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem and on the gate at the corner and on the corner gate at the ravine and at the corners, and he grew stronger. 10 He built towers in the desert and dug out many ponds, because many livestock belonged to him in the Shephelah and in the plain, and vine-dressers in the mountains and in the Carmel, because he was a farmer. 11 There were to Uzziah armies to make war and going out for battle in number, and their number was through the hand of Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the judge by the hand of Hananiah, the deputy of the king. 12 The whole number of the patriarchs of the mighty ones for war was two thousand six hundred. 13 An army, three hundred and seven thousand and five hundred for war, was with them. These were the ones making war with the power of strength to help the king against their enemies. 14 Uzziah prepared for them, the whole army, shields and spears and helmets and breastplates and bows and slings for stones. 15 He made instruments in Jerusalem contrived by a mathematician to be upon the towers and upon the corners, to cast missiles and huge stones. Their preparation was heard up to far away, so that he was wondefully helped until when he grew strong. 

16 As he grew stronger, his heart was exalted with the result to be corrupt, and he did evil by the Lord, his God, and entered into the temple of the Lord to burn upon the altar of incense. 17 Azariah the priest entered after him, and with him were the priests of the Lord, eighty-four mighty sons. 18 They stood against King Uzziah and said to him, “Uzziah, it is not for you to sacrifice to the Lord, but rather for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are dedicated to sacrifice. Leave from the sanctuary because you have departed from the Lord, and this will not result in glory to you from the Lord God.” 19 Uzziah was angered, and in his hand was the censer to burn in the temple. When he became angry with the priests, leprosy also grew on his forehead before the priests in the house of the Lord and above the altar of incense. 20 The first priest and the priests turned to him, and look, he was leprous on the forehead. They urged him from that place, for even he himself hastened to go out because the Lord had disgraced him. 21 So King Uzziah was leprous until the day of his death, and he sat leprous in the house, aphphousion,a because he was cut off from the house of the Lord. And his son, Jotham, was over his dominion, judging the people of the land. 22 The remainder of the annals of Uzziah, the first and the last, are written by Isaiah the prophet. 23 Uzziah slept with his ancestors, and they buried him with his ancestors in the plain of the burial of the kings, because they said, “He is leprous.” And his son, Jotham, reigned in his place. 




The Reign of Jotham

27 Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And the name of his mother was Jerusha, daughter of Zadok. 2 He did what was upright before the Lord according to everything that Uzziah, his father, did; but he did not enter into the temple of the Lord. And still the people kept being corrupt. 3 He built the high gate of the house of the Lord and built much on his wall, that is, Ophel. 4 He built cities in the region of Judah and both buildings and towers in the woods. 5 He fought against the king of the sons of Ammon and prevailed against him. And each year they would give to him one hundred talents of silver and ten thousand koron of wheat and ten thousand of barley. Each year the king of Ammon would bring these to him in the first year and the second and the third. 6 Jotham became strong, because he prepared his ways before the Lord, his God. 7 The remainder of the annals of Jotham and the war and his activities, look, they are written in the document of the kings of Judah and Israel. 9 And Jotham slept with his ancestors and was buried in the city of David, and his son, Ahaz, reigned in his place. 




The Reign of Ahaz

28 Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And he did not do what was upright before the Lord, like his father David. 2 He went according to the ways of the kings of Israel, for indeed, he made carved images for their idols. 3 He would sacrifice in Gaibenthom, and he passed his children through fire and the abominations of the nations whom the Lord utterly destroyed from the face of the sons of Israel. 4 He burned incense on the high places and on the houses and underneath every grove of trees. 5 The Lord, his God, delivered him through the hand of the king of Syria, and he struck at him and took prisoner from them many prisoners. For he delivered him into the hands of the king of Israel and struck a great blow for himself. 6 Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, sent away one hundred and twenty thousand mighty men in strength in one day when they abandoned the Lord, God of their ancestors. 7 Zichri, the mighty one to Ephraim, killed Maaseiah, the son of the king, and Azrikam, a leader of his house, and Elkanah, the deputy of the king. 8 The sons of Israel took prisoner three hundred thousand from their brothers, wives, sons, and daughters, and they took away many spoils from them and brought the spoils to Samaria. 

9 The prophet of the Lord was there—Oded was his name—and he went out to meet the army of the ones coming into Samaria and said to them, “Look, the anger of the Lord, God of your ancestors, is against Judah, and he delivered them into your hands, and you killed among them in anger. It extended up to the heavens. 10 Now you talk of acquiring sons of Judah and Jerusalem for slaves and female slaves. Look, am I not among you to bear witness to the Lord, our God, with you? 11 Now listen to me, and return the prisoners whom you took prisoner of your brothers, because the anger of the Lord is against you.” 12 Rulers from the sons of Ephraim, Azariah the son of Jehohanan, and Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, and Hezekiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, arose against the ones who were coming from the war. 13 They said to them, “You should not bring the prisoners here to us, because you speak against us for sinning with respect to the Lord to add to our sins and to the ignorance, because great is our sin and the anger of the Lord God against Israel.” 14 Then the warriors handed over the prisoners and the spoils before the rulers and the whole assembly. 15 The men arose when they were called upon by name and helped the prisoners and covered all the naked from the spoils and clothed them and put shoes on them and gave provisions to them, both to eat and to be anointed, and helped them also with asses for every sick person and set them before their brothers in Jericho, the city of palms, and they returned to Samaria. 

16 In that time, Ahaz sent to the king of Assyria to help him, 17 and in this time, because the Edomites had attacked and struck in Judah, and they took prisoner prisoners. 18 The foreigners attacked against the cities of the plains and from the southwest of Judah, and they took Beth-shemesh, Aijalon, and Gederoth, and Socoh and its villages, and Gimzo and its villages, and they settled there. 19 For the Lord humbled Judah on account of Ahaz, king of Judah, because he had revolted with a rebellion from the Lord. 20 Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, came against him, and they afflicted him. 21 Ahaz took the things in the house of the Lord and the things in the house of the king and the rulers and gave it to the king of Assyria, but it was not helpful for them. 22 But rather, when he was afflicted, he added even to rebel from the Lord, and the king said, 23 “I will seek out the gods of Damascus who beat me.” Then he said, “The gods of the king of Syria themselves will strengthen them; therefore, I will sacrifice to them, and they will help me.” But they became a hindrance to him and to all Israel. 24 Ahaz removed the implements of the house of the Lord and cut them in pieces and barred the doors of the house of the Lord, and he made for himself altars on every corner. 25 In every city and city in Judah he made high places to burn incense to the foreign gods, and he angered the Lord, God of their ancestors. 26 The remainder of his annals and his activities, the first and the last, look, they are written in the document of the kings of Judah and Israel. 27 And Ahaz slept with his ancestors and was buried in the city of David, because they did not bring him into the tombs of the kings of Israel. And his son, Hezekiah, reigned in his place. 




The Reign of Hezekiah

29 Hezekiah reigned at twenty-five years old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. And the name for his mother was Abijah daughter of Zechariah. 2 He did what was upright before the Lord according to everything that his father David had done. 3 And it happened, as he was appointed over his dominion, in the first month, that he opened the doors of the house of the Lord and fixed them. 4 He brought in the priests and the Levites and set them on the slope toward the east. 5 He said to them, “Hear, O Levites, now be cleansed and sanctify the house of the Lord, the God of your ancestors, and cast out impurity from the holy places, 6 because our ancestors revolted and did evil before the Lord and abandoned him and turned their face back from the tent of the Lord and gave their neck 7 and closed off the doors of the temple and put out the lamps and did not burn incense and did not bring burnt offerings into the holy place to the God of Israel. 8 The Lord was angered with wrath against Judah and Jerusalem, and he gave them into terror and into hissing, as you see with your eyes. 9 Look, your ancestors were attacked with a large knife, and your sons and your daughters and your wives are in captivity in a land not theirs, which is the way it is even now. 10 As a result of these things, now it is upon our hearts to arrange my covenant, a covenant of the Lord, God of Israel, and he will divert the anger of his wrath away from us. 11 Now, do not waste time, for in you he has chosen to stand before him to minister and to be ministers and incense burners for him.” 

12 The Levites arose: Mahath the son of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah, from the sons of Kohath. And from the sons of Merari: Kish the son of Abdi, and Azariah the son of Jehallelel. And from the sons of Gershon: from the son of Zimmah and Eden, these sons of Joah. 13 And of the sons of Elizaphan: Shimri and Jeiel. And of the sons of Asaph: Zechariah and Mattaniah. 14 And of the sons, those of Heman: Jehiel and Shimei. And of the sons of Jeduthun: Shemaiah and Uzziel. 15 They gathered together their brothers and were cleansed according to the commands of the king through the ordinance of the Lord. 16 The priests went up to the house of the Lord to cleanse it, and they threw out every impurity that they found in the house of the Lord and in the court of the house of the Lord, and the Levites received it to throw it out into the Kidron Valley outside. 17 They began to cleanse on the third day, on the new moon of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they entered into the temple of the Lord. And they cleansed the house of the Lord in eight days, and on the thirteenth day of the first month, they finished. 18 They entered inside to King Hezekiah and said, “We have cleansed everything that is in the house of the Lord: the altar for sacrifice and its implements, and the table for public presentation and its implements, 19 and all the implements that King Ahaz defiled during his dominion in his defection, we have prepared and cleansed. Look, it is before the altar of the Lord.” 

20 King Hezekiah woke early and gathered the rulers of the city and went up into the house of the Lord. 21 He brought seven calves, seven rams, seven lambs, seven male-goats of goats for sin, for the dominion and for the sacred things and for Israel. And he told the sons of Aaron, the priests, to go up to the altar of the Lord. 22 They sacrificed the calves, and the priests took the blood and poured it on the altar. And they sacrificed the rams and poured the blood on the altar. 23 They brought the male goats, which were for sin, before the king and the assembly and put their hands on them. 24 The priests sacrificed them, and they atoned by their blood to the altar, and they atoned for all Israel, because the king said the sacrifices and the things done concerning sin were for all Israel. 25 He placed the Levites in the house of the Lord with cymbals and with nablais and with kinyrais according to the command of King David and Gad the prophet and Nathan the prophet, because the ordinance was through the command of the Lord by the hand of the prophets. 26 The Levites stood with instruments of David and the priests with the trumpets. 27 Hezekiah said to carry the sacrifice to the altar, and when they began to bring the sacrifices, they began to sing to the Lord, and trumpets were near the instruments of King David. 28 And the whole assembly began to bow, and the psalmists were singing, and trumpets were trumpeting until when the sacrifice was completed. 29 As they finished offering, the king bent down, and all the ones who were found there also began to worship. 30 King Hezekiah and the rulers said that the Levites should sing to the Lord in the words of David and Asaph the prophet. Then they began to sing with joy and fell and worshiped. 31 Hezekiah answered and said, “Now you have filled your hands for the Lord. Bring and carry sacrifices and praise in the house of the Lord.” And the assembly brought sacrifices and praise into the house of the Lord, and everyone who was eager in heart brought sacrifices. 32 And it happened, the number of the burnt offering that the assembly brought was seventy calves, one hundred rams, and two hundred lambs; all these were for burnt offerings to the Lord. 33 And those dedicated were six hundred calves and three thousand five hundred sheep. 34 Other than this, the priests were few and could not flay the burnt offering, and their brothers the Levites, helped them until the work was completed and until the priests were cleansed, because the Levites cleansed themselves more readily than the priests. 35 The burnt offering was plentiful with the fat of the completion for the deliverance and the drink offering of the burnt offering. The work in the house of the Lord was accomplished successfully. 36 And Hezekiah and all the people were delighted because God had prepared for the people, because the affair had happened suddenly. 




The Passover Is Celebrated

30 Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah and wrote messages to Ephraim and Manasseh to come to the house of the Lord in Jerusalem to do the Passover to the Lord, God of Israel. 2 The king and the rulers and the whole assembly that was in Jerusalem deliberated to make the Passover for the second month, 3 for they were not able to do it in that time because the priests were not cleansed sufficiently, and the people had not gathered in Jerusalem. 4 The word was good before the king and before the assembly. 5 They established a decree for a proclamation to go through all Israel from Beer-sheba until Dan to come to make the Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel, in Jerusalem, because the multitude did not do according to the writing. 6 The ones running with the messages from the king and the rulers went in all Israel and Judah according to the ordinance of the king, saying, “Sons of Israel, return to the God of Abraham and Isaac and Israel, and you shall return the ones who were rescued, who had been left alone from the hand of king of Assyria. 7 Do not be as your ancestors and your brothers who departed from the Lord, the God of their ancestors; and he delivered them into desolation, just as you can see. 8 Now, do not harden your heart. Give glory to the Lord God, and enter into his sanctuary, which he dedicated for eternity, and be a slave to the Lord, your God, and he will turn the anger of his wrath back from you; 9 because when you return to the Lord, your brothers and your children will be pitied in the place of all who captured them, and he will return them into this land, because the Lord, our God, is compassionate and merciful and will not turn his face from you if we turn back to him.” 10 The ones running were passing through city by city in the region of Ephraim and Manasseh and up to Zebulun; and they were as ones laughing at them and mocking. 11 But the people of Asher and from Manasseh and from Zebulun were turned back, and they came to Jerusalem and into Judah. 12 The hand of the Lord was to give them one heart to come to act according to the command of the king and the rulers on the word of the Lord. 13 Many people gathered in Jerusalem to make the Feast of Unleavened Bread on the second month, a very great assembly. 14 They arose and took down the altars that were in Jerusalem, and all in which they burned incense to the false idols they pulled down and threw into the valley of Kidron. 15 They sacrificed the Passover on the fourteenth of the second month. The priests and the Levites felt ashamed and cleansed away, and they brought burnt offerings into the house of the Lord. 16 They stood at their posts according to their judgment, according to the commandment of Moses, the person of God, and the priests began to receive the blood from the hand of the Levites. 17 For a great number of the assembly had not been cleansed, and the Levites were to sacrifice the Passover for everyone who was not able to be cleansed for the Lord. 18 Because the majority of the people from Ephraim and Manasseh and Issachar and Zebulun had not been cleansed, but kept eating the Passover contrary to this writing. And Hezekiah prayed about them, saying, “May the good Lord make atonement 19 on behalf of every heart that has been directed to seek out the Lord, the God of their ancestors, and not according to the purity of the sacred things.” 20 The Lord listened to Hezekiah and healed the people. 21 The sons of Israel who were found in Jerusalem made the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days with great joy and were singing to the Lord day by day, and the priests and the Levites with instruments to the Lord. 22 Hezekiah spoke to every heart of the Levites and the ones who understood good knowledge for the Lord, and they finished the Feast of Unleavened Bread, sacrificing sacrifices of deliverance for seven days and acknowledging the Lord, God of their ancestors. 23 The assembly deliberated together to celebrate for another seven days, and they did for seven days with joy, 24 for Hezekiah dedicated to the assembly of Judah one thousand calves and seven thousand sheep, and the rulers offered for the people one thousand calves and ten thousand sheep, and the sacred things of the priests were plentiful. 25 The whole assembly was delighted: the priests and the Levites and the whole assembly of Judah and the ones who were found from Israel and the proselytes who went in from the land of Israel and the ones who dwelled away from Judah. 26 There was great joy in Jerusalem. From the days of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel, there had not been a feast such as this in Jerusalem. 27 The priests and the Levites arose and praised the people. And their sound was heard, and their prayer went into his sacred dwelling-place in the heavens. 




Hezekiah’s Reforms

31 When all these things were completed, all Israel who were found in the cities of Judah went out and shattered the steles and cut down the groves and pulled down the high places and the altars from the whole land of Judah and Benjamin and Ephraim and Manasseh, until in the end. All Israel returned, each to his inheritance and into their cities. 2 Hezekiah arranged the divisions of the priests and the Levites and the divisions of each according to their own ministry for the priests and the Levites in burnt offerings and for the sacrifice for deliverance and to praise and acknowledge and to minister in the city gates in the courts of the house of the Lord. 3 The share of the king from his belongings was for the sacrifices of burnt offerings early in the day and the evening and sacrifices of burnt offerings for the Sabbath and for the new moons and for the feasts that are written in the law of the Lord. 4 They told the people who were living in Jerusalem to give the share of the priests and the Levites so that they might be strengthened in the ministry of the house of the Lord. 5 When he assigned the task, Israel increased the firstfruits of grain and wine and olive oil and honey and every product of the field, and they brought a tithe, everything in abundance. The sons of Israel and Judah 6 and those who dwelled in the cities of Judah also brought a tithe of calves and sheep and a tithe of goats, and they dedicated to their Lord God, and they brought and put them in piles. 7 In the third month the foundation piles began to form firmly, and in the seventh month they were finished. 8 Hezekiah and the rulers went and saw the heaps, and they praised the Lord and his people, Israel. 9 Hezekiah heard from the priests and the Levites about the heaps. 10 Then Azariah, the ruling priest in the house of Zadok, spoke and said, “From when the firstfruits began to be brought into the house of the Lord, we have eaten, and we have drunk, and we have leftovers, because the Lord has blessed his people, and we still have left this bounty.” 11 Hezekiah said to prepare a priest’s chamber for the house of the Lord, and they prepared it. 12 And they brought there the firstfruits and the tithes faithfully,a and Conaniah the Levite was superintendent over them, and Shimei, his brother, was relief. 13 Jehiel and Azaziah and Nahath and Asahel and Jerimoth and Jehozabad and Eliel and Ismachiah and Mahath and Benaiah and his sons were appointed by Conaniah and Shimei, his brother, just as King Hezekiah and Azariah, the leader of the house of the Lord, commanded. 14 Kore the son of Imnah, the Levite, the gatekeeper to the east, was over the gifts to give the firstfruits to the Lord and the holy of the holies 15 through the hand of Eden and Benjamin and Jeshua and Shemaiah and Amariah and Shecaniah, through the hand of the priests, to give faithfully to their brothers according to the divisions, to the greatest and the least, 16 each of the offspring of the males from three years and above, including all who entered into the house of the Lord, for the matter of days, into day ministry by the priestly divisions of their arrangements. 17 This was the register of the priests according to the houses of the families, and the Levites were in their divisions from twenty years and above by arrangement, 18 to enter in a register every offspring of their sons and their daughters for the whole number, because they cleansed the sacred place faithfully 19 for the sons of Aaron, who were priests. Those from their cities, in every city and city, men who were named by name, were to give a share to every male among the priests and to everyone who was counted among the Levites. 20 Thus Hezekiah did in all Judah and did what was good and upright before the Lord, his God. 21 In every labor that he began of the labor in the house of the Lord and in the law and in the commands, he sought his God from his entire inner being, and he acted and prospered. 




Sennacherib’s Invasion

32 After these things and this truth, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, came and went against Judah and encamped against the walled cities and said to occupy them. 2 Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and his face was to make war against Jerusalem. 3 He deliberated with his elders and the mighty to close off the waters of the running waters that were outside the city, and they assisted him. 4 He gathered many people and stopped the waters of the streams and the river that drew a boundary through the city, saying, “Lest the king of Assyria should go and find much water and be strengthened.” 5 Hezekiah became strong and built the whole wall that was utterly destroyed and towers and another outside fortification and strengthened the retaining wall of the city of David and prepared many weapons. 6 He placed rulers for the war over the people, and they gathered to him upon the town square of the gates at the ravine, and they spoke to their heart, saying, 7 “Be strong, and be a man. Do not be scared from the face of the king of Assyria and from the face of all the nations who are with him, because with us are greater than with him. 8 With him are arms of flesh, but with us is the Lord, our God, to deliver and to make our war.” The people were emboldened at the words of Hezekiah, king of Judah. 

9 After these things, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, sent his servants to Jerusalem. He was at Lachish, and all the army was with him. And he sent to Hezekiah, king of Judah, and to all Judah who were in Jerusalem, saying, 10 “Thus says the king of Assyria: ‘Upon what have you trusted that you shall stay in the enclosure in Jerusalem? 11 Is not Hezekiah cheating you to deliver you into death and to hunger and to thirst, saying, “The Lord, our God, will save you from the hand of the king of Assyria”? 12 Was it this Hezekiah who took away his altars and his high places and said to Judah and to those who dwelt in Jerusalem, saying, “In front of this altar you will worship, and upon it you shall burn incense”? 13 Shall you not know that thing that I and my ancestors have done for all the peoples of the territories? Were the mighty gods of the nations of all the earth able to save their people from my hand? 14 Who is among all the gods of these nations whom my ancestors completely destroyed? Were they able to save their people from my hand, that your God is able to save you from my hand? 15 Now, do not let Hezekiah cheat you, and do not trust him. Do according to these things, and do not trust in him, because no god of any nation or dominion is able to save his people from my hand and from the hand of my ancestors, because your God is surely not able to save you from my hand.’ ” 16 His servants spoke still more against the Lord God and against Hezekiah, his servant. 17 He wrote a document to reproach the Lord, God of Israel, and he said about him, saying, “As the gods of the nations of the earth did not deliver their peoples from my hand, thus the God of Hezekiah will surely not deliver his people from my hand.” 18 He shouted with a loud voice in Hebrew to the people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to aid them and to draw them down in order that they might occupy the city. 19 He spoke about the God of Jerusalem and also about the gods of the people of the earth, works of the hands of humans. 20 King Hezekiah and Isaiah son of Amoz, the prophet, prayed about these things. And he cried into the heavens. 21 The Lord sent a messenger, and he destroyed every mighty one and warrior and ruler and commander in the encampment of the king of Assyria, and he returned with disgrace of face to his land. He went into the house of his god, and some of the ones who came out from his belly brought him down by the sword. 22 The Lord rescued Hezekiah and the ones who dwelled in Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib, king of Assyria, and from the hand of all his enemies, and he put everything to rest for them all around. 23 Many brought gifts to the Lord in Jerusalem and presents for Hezekiah, king of Judah, and he was glorified in the eyes of all the nations after these things. 

24 In those days Hezekiah was weak to the point of death. And he prayed to the Lord, and he listened to him and gave him a sign. 25 Hezekiah did not deliver according to the recompense that he gave him, but his heart was exalted. And wrath came upon him and against Judah and Jerusalem. 26 Hezekiah was humbled from the grandeur of his heart, and the ones who dwelled in Jerusalem, and the wrath of God did not come upon them in the days of Hezekiah. 27 Very great riches and glory came to Hezekiah. And he made treasuries for himself of silver and gold and prized stones, and for spices and armories, and for precious implements, 28 and he built cities for the product of grain and olive oil and wine, and mangers for all the livestock, and corrals for the flocks, 29 and cities, which he built for himself, and plentiful stuff for the sheep and oxen, because the Lord gave him a very great amount of stuff. 30 Hezekiah himself blocked the exit of the water of Zion that was above and directed them below toward the southwest of the city of David; and Hezekiah prospered in all his deeds, 31 and in this way the ambassadors of the rulers from Babylon, who were sent to him to inquire from him the wonder that came upon the land, and the Lord abandoned him in order to test him to understand the things in his heart. 32 The remainder of the words of Hezekiah and his mercy, look, they are written in the prophecy of Isaiah the son of Amoz, the prophet, and in the document of the kings of Judah and Israel. 33 Hezekiah slept with his ancestors, and they buried him on the ascent to the tombs of the sons of David. And all Judah and the ones who dwelled in Jerusalem gave him glory and honor in his death. And his son, Manasseh, reigned in his place. 




The Reign of Manasseh

33 Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. 2 He did evil before the Lord, from all the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had utterly destroyed from the face of the sons of Israel. 3 He turned and built the high places that his father, Hezekiah, had knocked down and set up pillars to Baals and made groves and worshiped all the army of the heavens and was a slave to them. 4 He built altars in the house of the Lord, about which the Lord had said, “In Jerusalem my name shall be for eternity.” 5 He built altars to all the army of the heavens in the two courts of the house of the Lord. 6 He brought his children through fire even in Ben-hinnom, and he was divining and practiced sorcery and divined from omens and did as ventriloquists and used charms. He increased doing evil before the Lord to provoke him. 7 He placed the carved image and the molten image that he had made in the house of God, which God had said to David and his son, Solomon, “In this house and Jerusalem, which I have chosen from all the tribes of Israel, I will put my name for eternity. 8 I will not add to shake the foot of Israel from the land that I gave to their ancestors, as long as they ensure to do everything that I have commanded them, according to the whole law, the commands and the judgments, by the hand of Moses.” 9 Manasseh deceived Judah and the ones who dwelled in Jerusalem to do more evil than all the nations that the Lord had removed from the face of the sons of Israel. 10 The Lord spoke to Manasseh and to his people, but he did not listen. 11 The Lord brought against them the rulers of the forces of the king of Assyria, and they seized Manasseh in bindings and tied him with fetters and brought him to Babylon. 12 When he was afflicted, he sought the face of the Lord, his God, and was very humbled from the face of the God of his ancestors. 13 He prayed to him, and he listened to him. And he listened to his cry and returned him to Jerusalem, to his dominion. Manasseh knew that the Lord, he is God. 

14 And after these things he built a wall outside the city of David from the southwest, corresponding to Gihon in the stream, and when people go out the surrounding gate and into Ophel, and he raised it very much. And he appointed rulers of the force in all the fortified cities in Judah. 15 He removed the foreign gods and the carved image from the house of the Lord and all the altars that he had built on the mountain of the house of the Lord and in Jerusalem and from without the city. 16 He repaired the altar of the Lord and sacrificed upon it a sacrifice for deliverance and praise. And he told Judah to serve the Lord, the God of Israel. 17 However, the people were still upon the high places, but the Lord was their God. 18 The remainder of the affairs of Manasseh and his prayer to God and the words of the seers who spoke to him in the name of the God of Israel, 19 look, they are in the words of his prayer, and how he listened to him, and all his sins and his apostasies and the places upon which he built the high places and how he placed there groves and carved images before he changed, look, it is written in the annals of the seers. 20 And Manasseh slept with his ancestors, and they buried him in an orchard of his house. And his son, Amon, reigned in his place. 

The Reign of Amon

21 Amon was twenty-two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. 22 He did what was evil before the Lord, just as his father, Manasseh, had done. And Amon kept sacrificing to all the images that his father, Manasseh, had made, and he was a slave to them. 23 He was not humbled before the Lord as his father, Manasseh, was humbled, because his son, Amon, increased offenses. 24 His servants conspired against him and struck him in his house. 25 The people of the land struck those who had conspired against King Amon, and the people of the land crowned his son, Josiah, in his place. 




The Reign of Josiah

34 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 2 He did what was upright before the Lord and went in the ways of his father David and did not turn aside to the right or to the left. 3 In the eighth year of his dominion, while he was still young, he began to seek the Lord, the God of his ancestor David, and in the twelfth year of his dominion he began to cleanse Judah and Jerusalem of the high places and the groves and of the molten images. 4 He knocked down the altars of the Baals that were at his face and the high places that were on them. And he cut down the groves and the carved images and the molten images; he shattered and smashed them to tiny pieces and threw them on the face of the tombs of those who were sacrificing to them. 5 And he incinerated the bones of the priests on the altars and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 6 In the cities of Ephraim and Manasseh and Simeon and Naphtali, and the places around them, 7 he knocked down the groves and the altars and destroyed the idols into nothing and cut down all the high places from all the land of Israel. And he returned to Jerusalem. 

8 In the eighteenth year of his dominion, in order to cleanse the land and the house, he sent Shaphan son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah, ruler of the city, and Joah son of Jehoahaz, his historian, to strengthen the house of the Lord, his God. 9 They went to Hilkiah the great priest and gave the silver that had been brought into the house of God, which the Levites who were guarding the gate had collected from the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim and the rulers and from all who were left remaining in Israel and the sons of Judah and Benjamin and the residents in Jerusalem. 10 The ones appointed in the house of the Lord placed it in the hands of those doing the repairs. And they gave it to the ones doing the repairs who were working in the house of the Lord to get ready to strengthen the house. 11 And they gave it to the carpenters and to the contractors so as to buy stones with four surfaces and lumber for beams to cover the houses that the kings of Judah had completely destroyed. 12 There were men faithfully over the labors, and over them as overseers were Jahath and Obadiah, the Levites from the sons of Merari, and Zechariah and Meshullam from the sons of Kohath, to inspect, and every Levite, everyone skilled in instruments for songs, 13 and over the beasts of burden and over all the ones who were making the labors, task and task. From the Levites were scribes and judges and porters. 14 When they carried out the silver that had been collected in the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the priest found a document of the law of the Lord by the hand of Moses. 15 Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the scribe, “I have found a document of the law in the house of the Lord.” And Hilkiah gave the document to Shaphan. 16 Shaphan brought the scroll to the king, and he gave yet another account to the king: “All the moneya that was given is in the hand of your servants, who are doing the work. 17 They smelted the silver found in the house of the Lord and put it on the hand of the overseers of the ones doing the work.” 

18 Shaphan the scribe reported to the king, saying, “Here is a document that Hilkiah the priest gave to me.” And Shaphan read it before the king. 19 And it happened, when the king heard of the law, he ripped his cloak. 20 The king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Abdon the son of Micah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah, the servant of the king, saying, 21 “Go, seek the Lord about me and about all the ones who remain in Israel and Judah about the words of the document that has been found; because the wrath of the Lord burning among us is great because our ancestors did not listen to the words of the Lord, to do according to everything that is written in this document.” 22 Hilkiah went, and those to whom the king spoke, to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum son of Tivkath, son of Hasrah, who kept the commands, and she dwelt in Jerusalem in the second quarter, and they spoke to her according to these things. 23 She said to them, “Thus said the Lord, the God of Israel: ‘Say to the man who sent you to me, 24 “Thus says the Lord: ‘Look, I am bringing evil against this place, all the words that were written in the document that was read before the king of Judah, 25 because they abandoned me and burned incense to the foreign gods so that they have provoked me to anger due to all the works of their hands. My wrath was enflamed in this place and will not be quenched.’ ” 26 And about the king of Judah who sent you to seek the Lord, thus you shall say to him: “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘The words which you heard, 27 and your heart was ashamed, and you were humbled from my face when you heard my words about this place and about the ones who dwell in it, and you were humbled before me and ripped your garments and lamented before me, and I heard,’ declares the Lord. 28 ‘Look, I will add you to your ancestors, and you will be added to your tombs in peace, and your eyes will not see all the evils that I am bringing on this place and on the ones who dwell in it.’ ” ’ ” They gave the announcement to the king. 

29 Then the king sent and gathered the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30 The king went up into the house of the Lord, and all Judah and those who dwelled in Jerusalem and the priests and the Levites, and all the people, from the greatest to the least. In their ears he read all the words of the document of the treaty that was found in the house of the Lord. 31 The king stood by the pillar and arranged a covenant before the Lord, to go before the Lord in order to keep his commandments and testimonies and his commands with the whole heart and with the whole soul, the words of the covenant that are written in this scroll. 32 He made all the ones who were found in Jerusalem and Benjamin stand, and the ones who dwelled in Jerusalem made a covenant with the house of the Lord, the God of their father. 33 Josiah removed all the abominations from the whole land, which belonged to the sons of Israel, and he made all the ones who were found in Jerusalem and in Israel to be a slave to the Lord, their God, all his days. He did not turn aside from following the Lord, the God of his ancestors. 




35 Josiah made the Passover to the Lord, his God, and they sacrificed the Passover on the fourteenth of the first month. 2 He placed the priests at their watch posts and strengthened them for the labors for the house of the Lord. 3 He told the Levites who were strong in all Israel that they should be dedicated to the Lord, and they put the sacred ark in the house that Solomon the son of David, the king of Israel, had built. The king said, “It is not for you to carry anything on your shoulders. Now, therefore, minister to the Lord, your God, and his people Israel. 4 Get ready according to your paternal houses and according to your divisions, according to the writing of David, king of Israel, and through the hand of his son, King Solomon. 5 Stand in the house according to the divisions of the houses of your families for your brothers, the sons of the people, and a share of the house of the family is for the Levites. 6 Sacrifice the Passover and prepare it for your brothers in order to do according to the word of the Lord through the hand of Moses.” 7 Josiah dedicated for the sons of the people sheep and lambs and young goats from the offspring of the goats, everything that was for the Passover and all the ones who were found, for the number of thirty thousand and three thousand calves. These were from the property of the king. 8 His rulers offered to the people and the priests and Levites. Hilkiah and Zechariah and Jehiel, the rulers of the house of God, gave to the priests. For the Passover, they gave sheep and lambs and two thousand six hundred young goats and three hundred calves. 9 Conaniah and Benaiah and Shemaiah and Nethanel, his brother, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jehozabad, rulers of the Levites, offered five thousand five hundred calves to the Levites for the Passover. 

10 The ministry was prepared. The priests stood at their stations, and the Levites in their divisions, according to the command of the king. 11 They sacrificed the Passover, and the priests poured the blood from their hand, and the Levites flayed the victims. 12 They prepared the burnt offerings, to give them over according to the divisions, according to the houses of the families for the sons of the people in order to offer to the Lord, just as it is written in the document of Moses, and thus into the morning. 13 They roasted the Passover by fire according to the judgment and boiled the sacred parts in the vessels of copper and in the caldrons. It was successful, and they ran to all the sons of the people. 

14 After the preparing for them and for the priests, because the priests were offering the fatted parts and the burnt offerings until evening, and the Levites prepared for themselves and their brothers, the sons of Aaron. 15 The psalmists, sons of Asaph, were at their positions according to the commandments of David. Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, the prophets of the king, and the rulers and the porters at the gate and gate, it was not for them to move from the ministry for sacred things, because their brothers, the Levites, prepared for them. 16 The whole ministry of the Lord was made ready and was prepared on that day to make the Passover and to offer the whole burnt offerings upon the altar of the Lord according to the command of King Josiah. 17 The children of Israel who were found there made the Passover at that time and the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days. 18 There had been no Passover like it in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet, and for every king of Israel they had not made such a Passover like Josiah and the priests and the Levites and all Judah and Israel, the ones who were found there and the ones who dwelled in Jerusalem, made to the Lord, 19 in the eighteenth year of the dominion of Josiah. 19a And King Josiah set on fire those who have a divining spirit and the wizards and the teraphin and the idols and the karasima that were in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might confirm the words of the law that are written in the document that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the Lord. 19b There was no one like him before him, who returned to the Lord with all his heart, with all his soul, and with all his strength, according to all the law of Moses, and after him, one like him did not arise, 19c except the Lord did not turn back from the wrath of his great rage, with which rage the Lord was angry against Judah over all the commands that Manasseh provoked to anger. 19d And the Lord said, “And I removed Judah from my face just as I removed Israel, and I thrust away the city that I chose, Jerusalem, and the house about which I said, ‘My name will be there.’ ” 

The Death of Josiah

20 Pharaoh Neco, the king of Egypt, went up against the king of Assyria at the river Euphrates, and King Josiah went to a meeting with him. 21 He sent to him messengers, saying, “What is it with me and you, O king of Judah? I have not come forth against you this day to wage war, but God said that I should press forward. Be warned from the God who is with me, so that he does not destroy you.” 22 Josiah did not turn his face away from him, but he was strengthened to battle him and did not heed the words of Neco through the mouth of God and went to make war in the plain of Megiddo. 23 And the bowmen shot at King Josiah. And the king said to his servants, “Carry me out, because I have suffered very much.” 24 His servants brought him out from the chariot and mounted him on the second chariot that was to him and brought him to Jerusalem. And he died and was buried with his ancestors, and all Judah and Jerusalem mourned over Josiah. 25 And Jeremiah sang a dirge for Josiah, and all the rulers and the women rulers said a lament over Josiah until today. They gave it for an ordinance over Israel, and look, it is written in the laments. 26 The matters of Josiah and his hope are written in the law of the Lord. 27 And his matters, the first and the last, look, they are written in the document of the kings of Israel and Judah. 




The Reign of Jehoahaz

36 The people of the land took Jehoahaz, son of Josiah, and anointed him and appointed him as king in the place of his father. 2 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. 2a The name of his mother was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah, from Libnah. 2b And he did evil before the Lord according to everything that his ancestors did. 2c And Pharaoh Neco bound him in Riblah in the land of Hamath so that he might not reign in Jerusalem. 3 The king transferred him to Egypt and imposed tribute upon the land of one hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold. 4 Pharaoh Neco appointed Eliakim son of Josiah, the king of Judah, in the place of his father, Josiah, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. And Pharaoh Neco took Jehoahaz, his brother, and brought him to Egypt, and he died there. 4a He gave the silver and gold to Pharaoh. Then he began to levy tribute from the land in order to give the silver by the mouth of Pharaoh, and each according to their power began to demand silver and gold from the people of the land to give it to Pharaoh Neco. 

The Reign of Jehoiakim

5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And the name of his mother was Zechora daughter of Neriah, from Ramah. He did evil before the Lord according to everything that his ancestors did. 5a In his days, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came to the land, and he was subject to him for three years; then he withdrew from him. 5b The Lord sent against him the Chaldeans and a band of robbers from Syria and a band of robbers from Moab and the sons of Ammon and Samaria, and they revolted after this matter according to the word of the Lord by the hand of his servants, the prophets. 5c However, the wrath of the Lord was against Judah to remove it from his face on account of Manasseh, in everything that he did, 5d and due to the innocent blood that Jehoiakim poured out. He filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the Lord did not want to completely destroy them. 6 Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, went up against him and bound him with bronze fetters and took him away to Babylon. 7 He carried off a portion of the implements from the house of the Lord to Babylon and placed them in his temple in Babylon. 8 The remainder of the affairs of Jehoiakim and everything that he did, look, are these not written in the book of the accounts of the days for the kings of Judah? And Jehoiakim slept with his fathers, and he was buried in Ganoza with his ancestors. And his son, Jehoiachin, reigned in his place. 

The Reign of Jehoiachin

9 Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem. And he did evil before the Lord. 10 When the year was changing, King Nebuchadnezzar sent and brought him to Babylon with the desirable implements from the house of the Lord and crowned Zedekiah, the brother of his father, over Judah and Jerusalem. 

The Reign of Zedekiah

11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 12 He did evil before the Lord, his God. He was not ashamed from the face of Jeremiah the prophet and out of the mouth of the Lord, 13 when he set aside the things with King Nebuchadnezzar—which he made him swear by God—and he hardened his neck and strengthened his heart to not return to the Lord, the God of Israel. 14 All those who were held in esteem of Judah and the priests and the people of the land increased in committing the abominations of the nations, and they defiled the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. 15 The Lord, the God of their ancestors, dispatched by the hand, and sending his messengers, being aware early, because he was trying to spare his people and his sanctuary. 16 But they were mocking his messengers and denying his words and jeering at his prophets until the wrath of the Lord went up against his people, until there was no way to bring healing. 17 He brought against them a king of the Chaldeans, and he killed their youths with the sword in the house of his sanctuary. And he did not spare Zedekiah, and they showed no mercy to their virgins, and their elders they took away. He delivered everything into their hands. 18 All the implements of the house of God, the large and the small, and the treasures, and all the treasures of the king and nobles, he brought everything to Babylon. 19 He set on fire the house of the Lord and completely destroyed the wall of Jerusalem. And he burned its bastions with fire, and every implement for different seasons was earmarked for destruction. 20 He sent away the ones who were left remaining to Babylon, and they were slaves for him and his sons until the dominion of the Medes, 21 to fulfill the word of the Lord through the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land received its Sabbath to keep the Sabbath, until seventy years were completed.a 

The Decree of Cyrus

22 In the first year of the king of Persia, after the word of the Lord was fulfilled through the mouth of Jeremiah, the Lord raised up the spirit of Cyrus, the king of Persia, and he proclaimed to herald in all his dominion by writing, saying, 23 “Thus says Cyrus, the king of Persia: ‘The Lord, the God of the heavens, has given to me all the kingdoms of the earth. And he commanded me to build a house for him in Jerusalem in Judah. Who of you is from all his people? His God shall be with him, and let him go up.’ ” 





ESDRAS A




Josiah Celebrates the Passover

1 And Josiah led the Passover in Jerusalem to his Lord and sacrificed the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month, 2 after arranging the priests according to divisions for the daily temple service dressed in the temple of the Lord. 3 And he explained to the Levites, temple-servants of Israel, that they should sanctify themselves to the Lord in the placing of the holy ark of the Lord in the house that Solomon, the son of David, had built. The king said, 4 “It will not be for you to carry upon your shoulders. And now, minister to the Lord your God, and attend to his nation Israel, and prepare yourselves according to your families and tribes, according to the writing of David, king of Israel, and according to the majesty of his son Solomon. 5 And standing in the holy place according to your paternal groupings, the Levites, who stand before your brothers, sons of Israel, 6 in good order sacrifice the Passover, and prepare the sacrifice for your brothers. And make the Passover according to the ordinance of the Lord that was given to Moses.” 7 So Josiah presented to the people who were present thirty thousand lambs and kids, and three thousand calves; these, taken out of the royal possessions, were given according to a public promise to the people and to the priests and Levites. 8 And Hilkiah and Zechariah and Jehiel, the overseers of the temple, gave to the priests two thousand and six hundred sheep and three hundred calves for the Passover. 9 And Jeconiah and Shemaiah and Nathanael, his brother, and Hashabiah and Ochiel and Joram, the commanders over thousands, gave to the Levites one thousand sheep and seven hundred calves for the Passover. 10 Now when these things were done in the proper order, the priests and the Levites, having the unleavened bread, according to the tribes and according to the groupings of the ancestors, stood before the people to offer to the Lord according to what is written in the document of Moses, and so they did in the morning. 11 And they roasted the Passover lamb with fire, as required, and the sacrifices they boiled in the copper cauldrons and kettles, with a sweet smell, and they carried them to all who were from the people. 12 Now, after these things, they prepared for themselves and for the priests, their brothers, sons of Aaron. 13 For the priests offered up the fat until night, and the Levites prepared it for themselves and for the priests, their brothers, Aaron’s sons. 14 And the temple singers, sons of Asaph, were in their order according to what was appointed by David, and Asaph and Zechariah and Eddinus, who were from the king. 15 And the porters were at each gateway. It was not possible for anyone to deviate from their daily service, for their brothers, the Levites, prepared for them. 16 And the things for the sacrifice of the Lord were completed in that day; the Passover was celebrated and the sacrifices were made upon the altar of the Lord according to the command of king Josiah. 17 And the sons of Israel who were found at that time celebrated the Passover and the feast of unleavened bread for seven days. 18 And no Passover such as this had been celebrated in Israel since the time of Samuel the prophet. 19 And all the kings of Israel had not celebrated Passover such as the kind that Josiah celebrated, and the priests and the Levites and the Judeans and all Israel, who were found in their dwelling in Jerusalem. 20 This Passover was celebrated in the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah. 21 Now the deeds of Josiah were upright in the presence of his Lord, with a heart full of piety. 22 And even the things concerning him in the previous times were written, concerning those who sinned and acted impiously toward the Lord more than any nation and kingdom, and how they grieved him, and the words of the Lord rose against Israel. 

The Death of Josiah

23 And after all these deeds of Josiah, it happened that Pharaoh, king of Egypt, went to make war at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah went out to meet him. 24 And the king of Egypt sent a message to him, saying, “What exists between me and you, O king of Judah? 25 I have not been sent against you by the Lord God, for my war is at the Euphrates. And now the Lord is with me, and the Lord with me is urging me on; depart and do not oppose the Lord.” 26 But Josiah did not turn himself back to his chariot, rather he attempted to fight, not heeding the words of Jeremiah the prophet from the mouth of the Lord. 27 And he joined with him in battle on the plain of Megiddo, and the rulers came down against king Josiah. 28 Then the king said to his servants, “Remove me from the battle, for I am very weak.” And immediately his servants removed him from the line of battle. 29 And he mounted his secondary chariot, and he was restored to Jerusalem and changed his life and was buried in his ancestral tomb. 30 And in all Judah they mourned Josiah. And Jeremiah the prophet lamented for Josiah, and the chief men, together with women, lament him to this day. And this was published to take place always for all the nation of Israel. 31 Now these things are recorded in the document of the stories concerning the kings of Judah, and every single thing accomplished of the deeds of Josiah, and of his splendor, and of his understanding in the law of the Lord, and the things done by him, and the things now, are recorded in the book of the kings of Israel and of Judah. 

32 Now when the men of the nation took Jeconiah, son of Josiah, they appointed him king in the place of Josiah his father, being twenty-three years old. 33 And he reigned in Israel and Jerusalem three months, and the king of Egypt dethroneda him from reigning in Jerusalem. 34 And he fined the nation one hundred talents of silver and one talent of gold. 35 Then the king of Egypt appointed king Jehoiakim, his brother, king of Judah and Jerusalem. 36 And Jehoiakim bound the nobles, but he seized his brother Zarius and brought him up out of Egypt. 

Nebuchadnezzar Conquers Jerusalem

37 Now Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he began to reign over Judah and Jerusalem, and he did what was evil before the Lord. 38 And Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, went up againstb him and bound him in a bronze bond and led him away to Babylon. 39 Then Nebuchadnezzar took some of the sacred vessels of the Lord and carried them away; he settled them in his temple in Babylon. 40 And the things recorded concerning him and his impurity and impiety are written in the book of the times of the kings. 

41 And his son Jehoiakim reigned in the place of him, for when he was appointed he was eight years old. 42 And he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem, and he did evil in the presence of the Lord. 

43 Now after a year, Nebuchadnezzar sent and carried him to Babylon, together with the sacred vessels of the Lord. 44 And he appointed Zedekiah king of Judah and Jerusalem. Zedekiah was twenty-one years old, and he reigned eleven years. 45 And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and he did not feel shame on account of the word that was said by Jeremiah the prophet from the mouth of the Lord. 46 And although he had been made to swear by King Nebuchadnezzar, by the name of the Lord, he swore falsely. He revolted and hardened his neck and his heart and transgressed the statutes of the Lord God of Israel. 47 Now the men who lead the people and the priests committed many acts of impiety, and they committed more acts of lawlessness than all the impurities of all the nations, and they defiled the temple of the Lord that was dedicated in Jerusalem. 48 And the king of their ancestors sent through his messenger to recall them, because he would have spared them and his dwelling place. 49 But they sneered at his messengers, and on the day the Lord spoke, they were mocking his prophets until he, being made angry against his nation because of their ungodly acts, commanded to bring up against them the kings of the Chaldeans. 50 These killed their young men by sword round about the holy temple, and they did not spare young man or virgin or elder or younger but handed over all into their hands. 51 And all the sacred vessels of the Lord, the great and the small, and the chests of the Lord, and the royal treasure chests, they took up and carried them to Babylon. 52 Then they set on fire the house of the Lord, and they broke down the walls of Jerusalem, and they set ablaze their towers with fire. 53 And they finished rendering useless all its glory, and they led away the survivors with the sword to Babylon. 54 And they were servants to him and to his sons until the reign of Persia, to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, 55 “Until the land is pleased with its Sabbaths, all the time of its desolation, it shall keep the Sabbath until the fulfillment of seventy years.” 




The Decree of Cyrus

2 In the first year Cyrus was king of the Persians, for the fulfillment of the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, 2 the Lord raised up the spirit of Cyrus, king of the Persians, and he proclaimed in all his kingdom, and at the same time through written form, saying, 3 “Thus says Cyrus, the king of the Persians, ‘The Lord of Israel, the Lord Most High, appointed me king over the world, 4 and he indicated to me that I should build a house for him in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 5 Therefore, if anyone of you is from his nation, let his Lord be with him, and after going up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, let him build the house of the Lord of Israel. This is the Lord who encamps in Jerusalem. 6 Therefore, whoever lives in each place, let those who are in his place assist him with gold and with silver, and with gifts, with horses and livestock, together with the other things that are handed over as votive offerings for the temple of the Lord that is in Jerusalem.’ ” 

7 And they arose, the chiefs of the paternal families of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, and all whose spirit the Lord raised, to go up to build a house for the Lord, which is in Jerusalem. 8 And those surrounding them helped with everything, with silver and gold, horses, flocks, and with as great a number of votive offerings from many whose mind was stirred. 9 And King Cyrus brought out the holy vessels of the Lord that Nebuchadnezzar had transferred out of Jerusalem and had put them in his idol temple. 10 And after carrying them out, Cyrus, king of the Persians, handed them over to Mithridates, his own treasurer, 11 and by this one they were handed over to Sheshbazzar, governor of Judah. 12 Now the number of these was one thousand gold libation cups, one thousand silver libation cups, twenty-nine silver censers, thirty gold saucers, two thousand four hundred and ten silver bowls, and one thousand other vessels. 13 And all the vessels were gathered in, gold and silver, five thousand four hundred and sixty-nine, 14 and they were carried up by Sheshbazzar, together with the people from the captivity, out of Babylon to Jerusalem. 

A Letter to Ahasuerus

15 Now in the time of Ahasuerus, the king of the Persians, Bishlam and Mithredath and Tabeel and Rehum and Beltethmus and Shimshai the scribe and the rest of those associated with them but living in Samaria and the other places wrote for themselves the letter written below concerning those who dwell in Judah and Jerusalem, 16 “To King Ahasuerus, the lord, your servants Rehum the recorder and Shimshai the scribe and the rest of their council and those who are in Coele Syria, Syria, and Phoenicia. 17 And now, let it be known to the lord king that the Judeans who went up from you to us, having come to Jerusalem, inhabiting the rebellious and evil city, they are attending to both its marketplaces and walls, and they are laying the foundations for a temple. 18 Therefore, if this city is rebuilt and the walls are completed, they will not submit to give tribute, but they will also resist kings. And since the work on the temple is ongoing, we suppose it is not good to neglect a matter such as this, but to speak to the lord king in order that, if it seems good to you, an examination might be undertaken in the documents from your fathers. 19 And you will find in the archives that were written concerning them, and you will learn that that city was rebellious, even troubling kings and cities, and the Judeans were rebels, and they were erecting a siege in it still from eternity, on account of which this city was laid waste. 20 Now therefore, we declare to you, O lord king, that if this city is rebuilt and these walls are raised, there will no longer be an exit for you into Coele Syria, Syria, and Phoenicia.” 

The King’s Response

21 Then the king replied to Rehum (who wrote up the events) and Belt-ethmus and Shimshai the scribe and to the rest who were associated with them and who live in Samaria and Syria and Phoenicia as follows: 22 “I read the letter that you sent to me. Therefore, I ordered a search to be made, and it was found that this city has opposed kings from eternity, 23 and the people accomplished rebellion and war in it, and strong and severe kings were masters in Jerusalem and were exacting tribute from Coele Syria, Syria, and Phoenicia. 24 Now, therefore, I have ordered that you prevent those people from building the city, and to take care that nothing more beside this be done, and that such wicked things do not continue, so as to annoy kings.” 25 When the letter from king Ahasuerus was read, Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and the ones associated with them went with haste to Jerusalem with cavalry and army arrayed for battle, and they began to hinder those who were building. And the construction of the temple that is in Jerusalem ceased until the second year of the reign of Darius, the king over Persia. 




What Is Strongest?

3 Now King Darius gave a great banquet for all who were under him and for all born in his household and for all the nobles of Media and of Persia 2 and for all the satraps and generals and governors who were under him in the one hundred and twenty-seven satrapies from India to Ethiopia. 3 And they ate and drank, and when they were satisfied, they departed, but Darius the king departed to the bedroom and fell asleep but became awakened out of his sleep. 4 Then the three young men, bodyguards who were watching the body of the king, said one to the other, 5 “Let us state, each of us, one thing that is strongest, and whosoever his word seems wiser than the other, Darius the king will give him great gifts and great prizes of victory, 6 and he shall be clothed in purple and drink from gold cups and sleep on gold and have a chariot with golden bridles and a turban of fine linen and a necklace around his neck. 7 And he shall sit next to Darius because of his wisdom, and he shall be proclaimed kinsman of Darius.” 8 And then, after each one wrote his own statement, they sealed them and put them under the pillow of Darius the king. And they said, 9 “When the king wakes up, they will give him what is written, and whatever the king decides, and the three nobles of Persia, because his statement is wisest, to him will be given the victory, just as it is written.” 10 The first wrote, “Wine is strongest.” 11 The second wrote, “The king is strongest.” 12 The third wrote, “Women are strongest, but truth prevails beyond all things.” 13 Now when the king awoke, they took what was written and gave it to him, and he read. 14 And he sent and summoned all the nobles of Persia and of Media and satraps and generals and governors and prefects, and he sat in the council chamber, and what was written was read in the presence of them. 15 And he said, “Call the young men and they themselves will explain their statements.” And they were called and entered. 16 Then they said to them, “Explain to us about the writings.” And the first, the one who spoke about the strength of wine, began and he declared thus, 

17 “O men, how does wine prove strongest? It leads astray all people who drink it, with respect to the mind. 18 It makes the mind of both the king and the orphan equal, both of the servant and of the free, both of the poor and of the wealthy. 19 And it turns every thought to feasting and cheer and does not remember any sorrow or any debt. 20 And it makes every heart rich and does not remember a king nor satrap and causes all to speak through talents. 21 And they do not remember when they drink to act friendly with friends and brothers, and with not much they draw swords. 22 And when they awake from the wine, they do not remember what they have done. 23 O men, is wine not strongest since it forces people to act this way?” And he was thus silent after speaking. 




4 Then the second, the one who spoke about the strength of the king, began to speak, 2 “O men, do not humans prove superior, ruling over the land and the sea and all the things in them? 3 But the king proves strongest, and he is lord over them and master over them, and they obey everything he says to them. 4 If he says to them to make war one against the other, they do it. And if he sends them against the enemy, they proceed and level mountains and walls and towers. 5 They murder and are murdered, and they do not transgress the word of the king. And if they conquer, they bring to the king everything, whatever they plunder and everything else. 6 And as many as do not serve in the army or fight, they instead till the land; in turn, whenever they sow and reap, they bring to the king, and one compels the other to bring tribute to the king. 7 And yet he is alone! If he says to kill, they kill; he said to release, they release; 8 he said to beat, they strike; he said to lay waste, they lay waste; he said to build, they build; 9 he said to cut down, they cut down; he said to plant, they plant. 10 And all his people and his forces obey. With these things he reclines, eats, and drinks, and sleeps, 11 but they keep watch all around him, and each one is not able to depart and do his own work, nor do they disobey him. 12 O men, how is the king not strongest, since he is obeyed in this way?” And he was silent. 

13 Then the third, the one who spoke about women and truth (this is Zerubbabel), began to speak, 14 “O men, isn’t the king great, and aren’t humans many, and doesn’t wine prove superior? Who, then, is master over them, or who is lord of them? Is it not women? 15 Women give birth to the king and all the people who are lord over the sea and the land. 16 And from them they were born, and they reared those who planted the vineyards from which wine came into being. 17 And they make the clothing of the men, and they bring about glory for men, and men are not able to exist apart from women. 18 And if men gather gold and silver or any beautiful thing, and they see one woman lovely in appearance and beauty, 19 then, leaving all these things, they gape at her, and opening their mouths wide they look at her, and all choose her rather than the gold or the silver or any beautiful thing. 20 A man forsakes his own father, who reared him, and his own country and clings to his own wife. 21 And he lets his soul loose with his wife and neither remembers father nor mother nor territory. 22 And hence it is necessary for you to realize that women rule over you. Don’t you work and labor and give and carry everything to women? 23 And a man takes his sword and goes to march out and rob and steal and sail to the sea and rivers, 24 and he faces the lion, and he proceeds in darkness, and when he steals and seizes and robs, he brings it to the woman he loves. 25 And a man loves his own wife much more than father or mother. 26 And many have lost all sense in their own mind because of women and have become slaves because of them. 27 And many have perished and stumbled and sinned because of women. 28 So now don’t you believe me? Is not the king great in his authority? Don’t all territories fear to touch him? 29 I have beheld him and Apame, the daughter of admirable Bartacus, the concubine of the king, sitting at the right hand of the king 30 and taking the diadem from the head of the king and putting it on herself, and slap the king with her left hand. 31 And at these things the king, opening wide his mouth, would gaze at her. And if she laughs at him, he laughs; but if she is embittered at him, he flatters her, so that she may be reconciled to him. 32 O men, how are women not strong, since they act like this?” 33 And then the king and the nobles looked at one another. And he began to speak about truth, 34 “Gentlemen, are not women strong? The earth is big and the heavens high and the sun swift in its course, since it turns in the circuit of the heavens and again returns to its place in one day. 35 Isn’t the one who does these things great? But truth is great and stronger than all. 36 All the earth calls upon truth, and heaven blesses her. And all its works quake and tremble, and with it there is nothing unrighteous. 37 Wine is unrighteous, the king is unrighteous, women are unrighteous, all the sons of men are unrighteous, and all their works are unrighteous, all such things, and truth is not in them, and in their injustice they will perish. 38 But truth remains and is strong for eternity, and it lives and prevails for the eternity of eternity. 39 And there is no taking face with it, or difference; rather it does what is righteous instead of anything unrighteous or evil, and all approve of its deeds. 40 And there is nothing unrighteous in its judgment. And it has the strength and the kingship and the power and the majesty of all eternities. Blessed be the God of truth.” 41 And he stopped speaking, and all the people then shouted and said, “Truth is great, and it prevails over all. 

The King Rewards Zerubbabel

42 Then the king said to him, “Ask whatever you want beyond what is written and I will give it to you, whatever is custom. You were found to be wisest, and you will sit next to me and be called my kinsman.” 43 Then he said to the king, “Remember the vow that you prayed to build Jerusalem in the day that you received your kingship, 44 and all the vessels that were taken from Jerusalem also to send back, that which Cyrus removed when he vowed to destroy Babylon and vowed to send them back there. 45 And you also vowed to build the temple, which the Judeans burned when Judea was laid waste by the Chaldeans. 46 And now this is as much as I ask, O lord king, and what I request of you, and this is greatness from you. I ask, therefore, that you fulfill the vow that you vowed with your mouth to do for the king of heaven.” 

47 Then Darius the king rose and kissed him and wrote for him letters to all the governors and generals and satraps, that they should give safe conduct to him and those who were with him, all going up to build Jerusalem. 48 And to all the governors in Coele Syria, Syria, and Phoenicia, and those in Lebanon, he also wrote letters to transfer timber of cedar from Lebanon to Jerusalem, and that they should build the city with him. 49 And he wrote to all the Judeans who were going up from the kingdom to Judah in the interest of freedom, that no officer or satrap or governor or treasurer should come upon their door, 50 and that all the territory that they would seize should belong to them without tribute, and that the Chaldeans should free the villages of the Judeans that they held back, 51 and that twenty talents per year should be given for the building of the temple until it is built, 52 and another ten talents per year for burnt offerings to be offered upon the altar of burnt offerings, to be offered every day, just as they have a command to offer seventeen offerings, 53 and that all who go up from Babylon to build the city should have freedom, both them and their children, and all the priests who go up. 54 Now, he also wrote concerning the expense and the priestly garment, in what way they would serve in it. 55 And he wrote to the Levites to give the expense until the days in which the house was completed and Jerusalem was rebuilt. 56 And to all those who guard the city he wrote to give them plots of land and provisions. 57 And he sent all the vessels that Cyrus had removed from Babylon, and all that Cyrus said he would do he indeed ordered to do, and to send to Jerusalem. 

58 Now when the young man went out, he lifted up his face to heaven before Jerusalem and blessed the king of heaven, saying, 59 “From you comes victory, and from you comes wisdom, and yours is the glory, and I am your servant. 60 Blessed are you, who have given me wisdom, and I give thanks to you, O master of the fathers.” 61 Then he took the letters and went out to Babylon and explained to all his brothers. 62 And they blessed the God of their ancestors, for he gave them remission and release 63 to go up and build Jerusalem and the temple, where his name is named on it, and they drank with music and rejoicing for seven days. 




The Roster of Returnees

5 Now, after these things, the leaders of the house of the ancestral families were chosen to go up according to their tribes along with their wives and sons and daughters and their male servants and female servants and their livestock. 2 And Darius sent along with them a thousand cavalry until they returned to Jerusalem with peace and with music of drums and of flutes. 3 And all their brothers were making merry, and he made them go up with those persons. 

4 Now these are the names of the men who went up, according to their patrilineal families for the tribes, over their groups: 5 The priests, sons of Phinehas sons of Aaron; Joshua the son of Jozadak son of Seraiah and Jehoiakim the son of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, from the house of David, from the family Perez and the tribe Judah, 6 who spoke wise words to Darius, the king of Persia, in the second year of his reign, in the month of Nisan, the first month. 7 And these are those from Judah who went up from the captivity of sojourning, whom Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, deported to Babylon, 8 and returned to Jerusalem and the rest of Judah, each to his own city. Those who came with their leaders Zerubbabel and Joshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Resaiah, Eneneus, Mordecai, Beelsarus, Aspharasus, Reeliah, Rehum, and Baanah. 9 The number of those from the nation and their leaders: sons of Parosh, seventy-two thousand; 10 sons of Arah, seven hundred and fifty-six; 11 sons of Pahath-moab, with respect to the sons of Joshua and Rhoboab, two thousand eight hundred and two; 12 sons of Elam, two; sons of Zattu, nine hundred and seventy; sons of Chorbe, seven hundred and five; sons of Bani, six hundred and forty-eight; 13 sons of Bebai, six hundred and thirty-three; sons of Azgad, one thousand three hundred and twenty-two; 14 sons of Adonikam, thirty-seven; sons of Bigvai, two thousand six hundred and six; sons of Adin, four hundred and fifty-four; 15 sons of Ater son of Hezekiah; sons of Kilan and Azetas, sixty-seven; sons of Azaru, four hundred and thirty-two; 16 sons of Annias, one hundred and one; sons of Arom; sons of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-three; sons of Arsiphurith; 17 sons of Baiterus, three thousand and five; sons from Ragethlomon, one hundred and twenty-three; 18 those from Netophah, fifty-five; those from Anathoth, one hundred and fifty-eight; those from Bethasmoth, Zammoth; 19 those from Kiriatharim, twenty-five; those from Peiras and Beeroth, seven hundred; 20 the Chadiasans and Ammidians, four hundred and twenty-two; those from Kirama Geba, six hundred and twenty-one; 21 those from Macalon, one hundred and twenty-two; those from Betolio, fifty-two; sons of Niphish, one hundred and fifty-six; 22 sons of Calamolalus and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-five; sons of Jerechus, two hundred and forty-five; 23 sons of Senaah, three thousand three hundred and one. 24 The priests: the sons of Jedaiah the son of Joshua, with respect to the sons of Sanabeis, eight hundred and seventy-two; sons of Immer, two hundred and fifty-two; 25 sons of Pashhur, one thousand two hundred and forty-seven; sons of Charme, two hundred and seventeen. 26 The Levites: sons of Joshua and Kadmiel and Bannas and Sudias, seventy-four. 27 Temple singers’ sons: sons of Asaph, one hundred and twenty-eight. 28 The porters: four hundred; the descendants of Ismaelou; the sons of Lakoubatou, one thousand; the sons of Tobeis, in all one hundred and thirty-nine. 29 The temple-servants: sons of Esau, sons of Hasupha, sons of Tabbaoth, sons of Keros, sons of Sua, sons of Padon, sons of Lebana, 30 sons of Akkub, sons of Uthai, sons of Ketab, sons of Hagabah, sons of Subai, sons of Hanan, sons of Cathua, sons of Geddur, 31 sons of Jair, sons of Daisan, sons of Noeba, sons of Chezib, sons of Gezer, sons of Azaziah, sons of Phinoe, sons of Hasrah, sons of Basthai, sons of Hassenaah, sons of Maani, sons of Nephisim, sons of Acuph, sons of Hakupha, sons of Asur, sons of Pharakim, sons of Bazluth, 32 sons of Mehida, sons of Barkos, sons of Serar, sons of Temah, sons of Neziah, sons of Hatipha. 33 Sons of the servants of Solomon: sons of Assaphioth, sons of Peruda, sons of Jaalah, sons of Lozon, sons of Isdael, sons of Shephatiah, 34 sons of Agia, sons of Pochereth-hazzebaim, sons of Sarothie, sons of Masiah, sons of Gas, sons of Addus, sons of Subas, sons of Apherra, sons of Barodis, sons of Shaphat, sons of Allon. 35 All the temple-servants and the sons of the servants of Solomon, three hundred and seventy-two. 36 These came up from Tel-melah and Tel-harsha with Cherub and Immer leading them. 37 And they were not able to verify their paternal lineage or generations, that they were from Israel: sons of Asan the son of Baenan and sons of Nekoda, six hundred and fifty-two. 38 And from the priests, those who laid claim to priesthood but were not found: sons of Habaiah, sons of Accos, sons of Jaddus, who took as a wife Agia, one of the daughters of Barzillai, as a wife and was called by his name. 39 And, after inquiring of the family geneaology of these persons in the register and not finding it, they were removed from serving as priests. 40 And Nehemiah and Attharias said to them that they were not to share in the sacred things until the priest should arise wearing the Unveiling and the Truth.a 

41 And all Israel, from twelve years old, besides male servants and female servants: forty-two thousand three hundred and sixty; their male servants and female servants, seven thousand three hundred and thirty-seven; harpists and psalmists, two hundred and forty-five. 42 There were four hundred and thirty-five camels, seven thousand and thirty-six horses, two hundred and forty-five mules, and five thousand five hundred and twenty-five donkeys. 

43 And some of those who led by patrilineal families, when they arrived at the temple of God that is in Jerusalem, vowed to erect the house upon its place according to their power 44 and to give to the temple treasury for the work one thousand minas of gold and five thousand minas of silver and a hundred priestly garments. 45 And the priests and the Levites and those who were of his people were settled in Jerusalem, and those who were in the territory,b and the temple singers and porters and all Israel in their villages. 

The Remnant Celebrates the Feast of Tabernacles

46 Now when the seventh month came and the sons of Israel were each in their own home, they gathered with a single purpose at the spacious area of the first gateway, which was toward the east. 47 And, having taken their places, Joshua, the son of Jozadak, and his brothers the priests and Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and his kindred prepared the altar of the God of Israel, 48 to offer upon it burnt offerings in accordance with what is directed in the book of Moses, the man of God. 49 And some from the other nations of the land gathered with them and set up the altar in its place; because they were in enmity toward them, all the nations that were on the land that were stronger than they, and they offered sacrifices at the proper time and burnt offerings to the Lord in the morning and in the evening. 50 And they celebrated the feast of tabernacles, as it is commanded in the law, and offered sacrifices every day as to be fitting, 51 and after these things, perpetual offerings and sacrifices on sabbaths and new moons and all consecrated feasts. 52 And as many as had vowed a vow to God began to offer sacrifices to God from the new moon of the first month, but the temple of God was not yet built. 53 And they gave silver to the stone cutters and carpenters, and drink and food, and the Sidonians and men of Tyre had joy, to deliver timber of cedar from Lebanon, to convey them on rafts to the Joppa harbor, and the command was written for them from Cyrus, the king of the Persians. 

The Remnant Rebuilds the Temple Foundation

54 And in the second year after arriving at the temple of God in Jerusalem, during the second month, Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua, the son of Jozadak, and their brothers, and the priests, the Levites, and all those who arrived from captivity in Jerusalem, began 55 and laid the foundation of the temple of God on the new moon of the second month of the second year after they came to Judah and Jerusalem. 56 And they appointed the Levites from twenty years old and up to the work of the Lord. And Joshua stood, along with his sons and his brothers, and Kadmiel his brother, and the sons of Joshua, Emadabun and the sons of Judah son of Iliadun, along with their sons and brothers, all the Levites, with a single purpose acting as taskmasters for the work on the house of the Lord. And the builders built the temple of the Lord, 57 and the priests stood, dressed in their garments, with musical instruments and trumpets, and the Levites, sons of Asaph, holding cymbals. They were singing hymns to the Lord and blessing according to the directions of David, king of Israel. 58 And they sung aloud with hymns, blessing the Lord, because his goodness and glory are upon all Israel for eternities. 59 And all the people trumpeted and cried out with a great voice, singing hymns to the Lord for the raising of the house of the Lord. 60 And some of the Levitical priests and some of those who presided over their paternal families, the old men who had seen the house before this one, came to the building of this one with crying and great weeping, 61 and many with trumpets and joy with a great voice, 62 so that the people could not hear the trumpets because of the weeping of the people. For the crowd was trumpeting so loudly that it could be heard from far away. 

63 Now when the enemies of the tribe of Judah and Benjamin heard, they came to learn what the sound of the trumpets meant. 64 And they learned that those who were from the captivity were building the temple for the Lord God of Israel. 65 And coming to Zerubbabel and Joshua and the leaders of the paternal families, they said to them, “We will build along with you. 66 For, like you, we have heard your Lord and have burned incense to him from the days of Esar-haddon, king of Assyria, who transferred us here.” 67 And Zerubbabel and Joshua and the leaders of the paternal families of Israel said to them, “It is not for you to build the house for the Lord, our God, 68 for we alone will build for the Lord of Israel, in accordance with what Cyrus, the king over Persia, commanded us.” 69 But the nations of the land overlaida those in Judah and, besieging them, hindered the building. 70 And by making plans and persuasive rhetoricb and conspiracies, they hindered the production of the building all the time of the life of King Cyrus. And they hindered the building for two years until the reign of Darius. 




Haggai and Zechariah Motivate the Remnant to Finish the Temple

6 Now in the second year of the reign of Darius, the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Judeans who were in Judea and Jerusalem, in the name of the Lord, God of Israel, who is over them. 2 Then Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua, the son of Jozadak, stood and began to build the house of the Lord that is in Jerusalem, joining the prophets of the Lord and helping them. 3 At the same time, Sisinnes, the governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes and their companions, came to them and said to them, 4 “Who ordered you that you are building this house and this roof and completing all these other things, and who are the builders who are completing these things?” 5 And the elders of the Judeans obtained favor, on account of the providence of the Lord being done upon the captives, 6 and they were not hindered in the building until a sign was given to Darius about them and a report was made. 

7 A copy of a letter that Sisinnes, the governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes and their companions who were leaders in Syria and Phoenicia wrote to Darius and sent to King Darius: “Greetings! 8 Let it be fully known to our lord the king that upon arriving in the territory of Judea and the city of Jerusalem, we found the elders of the Judeans of the captivity building in the city of Jerusalem a big new house to the Lord with polished stones, costly timber being laid in the houses. 9 And that work is happening with haste, and the work is prospering in their hands and being completed with all splendor and care. 10 Then we asked these elders, saying, ‘By whose command to you are you building this house and founding these works?’ 11 Therefore we questioned them in order to inform you and write to you about the people who are leading, and we asked them for the list of names of those who are guiding. 12 And they answered us, saying, ‘We are servants of the Lord who created the heavens and the earth. 13 And the house was built many years ago by a great and strong king of Israel, and it was completed. 14 But when our fathers, provoking him, sinned against the heavenly Lord of Israel, he gave them into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, king of the Chaldeans. 15 They, having pulled down the house, both burned it and took captive the people to Babylon. 16 But in the first year that Cyrus reigned over the territory of Babylonia, King Cyrus wrote that this house should be rebuilt. 17 And the sacred gold and silver vessels that Nebuchadnezzar carried out of the house in Jerusalem and which are stored in his temple, in turn King Cyrus carried them out of the temple in Babylon and gave them to Zerubbabel and Sheshbazzar, the governor. 18 And he ordered him, and he brought all these vessels and put them in the temple that is in Jerusalem and ordered that the temple of the Lord should be rebuilt on its place. 19 Then Sheshbazzar, after arriving, laid the foundation of the house of the Lord in Jerusalem, and from that time until now building has not yet received completion.’ 20 Now therefore, if it is considered proper, O king, let a search be made in the royal archives of the lord king that are in Babylon, 21 and if it is found that the building of the Lord that is in Jerusalem occurred with the consent of King Cyrus and if it is considered right by the lord, our king, let him send directions to us about these things.” 

22 Then King Darius commanded to search in the archives that lie in Babylon. And there was found in Ecbatana, the bastion that is in the territory of Media, a place in which this was recorded: 23 “In the first year of the reign of Cyrus, the king commanded that the house of the Lord that is in Jerusalem, where they make offerings with perpetual fire, should be rebuilt, 24 its height sixty cubits, its width sixty cubits, with three courses of polished stones and one course of new native wood, and the expense to be paid out of the house of King Cyrus. 25 And the sacred vessels of the house of the Lord, both the gold and silver ones, that Nebuchadnezzar carried out of the house that is in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, should be restored to the house that is in Jerusalem, where they were housed previously, in order that they may be placed there.” 26 Now, he commanded Sisinnes, the governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes and their companions and those who were appointed in Syria and Phoenicia as leaders to take care to keep away from the place and to permit Zerubbabel, the servant of the Lord and lieutenant of Judea, and the elders of the Judeans to build that house of the Lord in its place. 27 “And I have also ordered that they build it completely and that they watch carefully that they cooperate with those who are from the captivity of Judah until the house of the Lord is completed, 28 and that from the tribute of Coele Syria, Syria, and Phoenicia a portion be carefully given to these people for sacrifices to the Lord, to the governor Zerubbabel for bulls and rams and lambs, 29 and likewise also wheat and salt and wine and olive oil, continually, per year, just as the priests who are in Jerusalem designate to use each day, without further question, 30 in order that libations may be offered to the Most High God for the king and his servants, so that they might pray for their lives.” 31 And he commanded that if anyone should transgress or ignore the writings, a beam should be taken out of his own house, and upon it he should be hanged, and his belongings become property of the king. 32 “On account of the same things, also, may the Lord, whose name is invoked there, remove every king and nation that shall stretch out its hand to hinder or damage that house of the Lord that is in Jerusalem. 33 I, King Darius, have decreed that it be done carefully according to these things.” 




7 Then Sisinnes, governor of Coele Syria, Syria, and Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes and their companions, carrying out the things commanded by King Darius, 2 supervised the temple work carefully, assisting the elders of the Judeans and the governor of the temple. 3 And the temple work proceeded without difficulty while the prophets Haggai and Zechariah were prophesying, 4 and they finished these things through a command of the Lord God of Israel, and with the consent of Cyrus and Darius and Ahasuerus, kings of Persia. 5 The house was completed by the twenty-third day of the month Adar, in the sixth year of King Darius. 6 And the sons of Israel, even the priests and the Levites and the rest of those who were added from the captivity, did in accordance with what is in the book of Moses. 7 And they offered at the dedication of the temple of the Lord one hundred bulls, two hundred rams, and four hundred lambs, 8 and twelve male goats for the sin of all Israel, according to the number of the twelve tribal chiefs of Israel. 9 And the priests and the Levites stood, dressed in their garments, by tribe, for the work of the Lord, God of Israel, in accordance with the book of Moses, and the porters were at each gate. 

10 And the sons of Israel, of those from the captivity, celebrated the Passover on the fourteenth of the first month, when the priests and the Levites were sanctified together, 11 even all the sons of the captivity that were sanctified, because all the Levites were sanctified together. 12 And they sacrificed the Passover for all the sons of the captivity and their brothers, the priests, and themselves. 13 And the sons of Israel who were from the captivity, all those separated from the abominations of the nations of the land, seeking the Lord, ate. 14 They also celebrated the feast of unleavened bread seven days, rejoicing before the Lord, 15 because he had changed the will of the king of Assyria concerning them, strengthening their hands for the work of the Lord, God of Israel. 




Ezra Returns to Jerusalem

8 And there was a time after these things, when Ahasuerus, the king of Persia, was reigning, that Ezra came. He was the son of Saraias, son of Zechrias, son of Chelkeias, son of Shallum, 2 son of Zadok, son of Ahitub, son of Amariah, son of Uzzi, son of Bukki, son of Abishua, son of Phinehas, son of Eleazar, son of Aaron, the first priest. 3 This Ezra went up from Babylon as a scribe, skilled in the law of Moses, which was delivered by the God of Israel. 4 And the king showed him honor, for he found favor before him in all his requests. 5 And some of the sons of Israel and the priests and Levites and temple singers and porters and temple servants came up to Jerusalem 6 in the seventh year of the reign of Ahasuerus, in the fifth month (this was the second year for the king), for they went out from Babylon on the new moon of the first month, and they arrived in Jerusalem due to the good journey given them by the Lord for him. 7 For Ezra possessed much understanding, so that he omitted nothing from the law of the Lord or from the commands in teaching all Israel duties and judgments. 

8 Having come from King Ahasuerus to Ezra, the priest and reader of the law of the Lord, of which the following is a copy: 9 “King Ahasuerus to Ezra, the priest and reader of the law of the Lord, greetings. 10 Now having decided on a kind treatment, I commanded that those who wish of the nation of Judeans, having chosen to do so, and the priests and the Levites and those also in our kingdom, may go along with you to Jerusalem. 11 Therefore, let as many as so desire depart together, just as both I and the seven friends, who are my counselors, have decided, 12 in order that they might examine the affairs concerning Judea and concerning Jerusalem in accordance with what is held in the law of the Lord, 13 and bring gifts to the Lord that both I and the friends vowed for Jerusalem, and all the gold and silver that might be found in the territory of Babylon, for the Lord in Jerusalem, along with the gifts by the nation for the temple of their Lord that is in Jerusalem, 14 to gather both the gold and silver for bulls and rams and lambs and the things that go along with them, 15 so as to offer sacrifices upon the altar of their Lord that is in Jerusalem. 16 And everything you with your brothers wish to do with the gold and silver, complete it according to the will of your God, 17 also concerning your temple vessels that were given for the use of the temple of your God who is in Jerusalem. And the rest that might belong to you for the use of the temple of your God 18 you shall give out of the royal treasury. 19 And look, I, King Ahasuerus, have commanded the treasurers of Syria and Phoenicia that whatever Ezra, the priest and reader of the law of God Most High, sends for, they shall carefully give him up to one hundred silver talents, 20 and likewise also up to one hundred kors of wheat and one hundred measures of wine. 21 Let it be accomplished according to the law of God, for God Most High, so that wrath might not come upon the kingdom of the king and his sons. 22 And it is said also to you, that on any priests or Levites or temple singers or porters or temple servants or officials of this temple no tribute or any other plot should happen; no one has authority to add to them. 23 And you, Ezra, according to the wisdom of God, appoint judges and justices, that they might judge in the whole of Syria and Phoenicia all those who know the law of your God; you will also instruct those who do not know. 24 And all who transgress, both the law of your God and of the royal one, shall be strictly punished, whether by death or by physical punishment, nota by monetary fine, or by imprisonment.” 25 Blessed be the Lord alone, who placed these things in my heart, the king’s, to glorify his house that is in Jerusalem, 26 and who honored me before the rulersb and all his friends and nobles. 27 And I became bold at the support of the Lord my God, and I assembled men from Israel to go up with me. 

28 Now these are the leaders, according to their paternal families and groupings, who went up with me from Babylon in the reign of King Ahasuerus: 29 From the sons of Phoros, Tarosotomos; from the sons of Ithamar, Gamael; the sons of David, 30 Phares, Zechariah, and with him from the register one hundred and fifty men; 31 from the sons of Pahath-moab, Eliehoenai son of Seraiah, and with him two hundred men; 32 from the sons of Zattu, Shecaniah son of Jahaziel, and with him two hundred men; the sons of Adin, Obed son of Jonathan, and with him two hundred and fifty men; 33 from the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah son of Gotholiah, and with him seventy men; 34 from the sons of Shephatiah, Seraiah son of Michael, and with him seventy men; 35 from the sons of Joab, Obadiah son of Jahaziel, and with him two hundred and twelve men; 36 from the sons of Bani, Shelomith son of Josiphiah, and with him one hundred and sixty men; 37 from the sons of Baier, Zechariah, Bebai, and with him twenty-eight men; 38 the sons of Azgad, Johanan son of Hakkatan, and with him one hundred and ten men; 39 from the sons of Adonikam, the last ones, these were their names: Eleiphelet son of Jeuel, and Shemaiah, and with them seventy men; 40 from the sons of Bigvai, Uthai son of Istalcurus, and with him seventy men. 

41 And, assembling them at the place called “River,” we encamped there three days, and I inspected them. 42 And, not finding there any of the priests or Levites, 43 I sent word to Eleazar and Iduel and Maasmas and Elnathan and Shemaiah and Jarib, Nathan, Elnathan, Zechariah, and Meshullam, who were leaders and men of understanding. 44 And I told them to go to Iddo, the leader in the place of the treasury, 45 commanding them to discuss with Iddo and his brothers and the treasurers in the place to send us some to serve as priests in the house of our Lord. 46 A skilled man of the sons of Mahli son of Levi, son of Israel, namely Sherebiah, and his sons and his ten brothers, 47 from the sons of Hananiah and their sons, twenty men; 48 and from the temple servants, whom David and the leaders had given for the service of the Levites, two hundred and twenty temple servants, from all of these the list of names was indicated. 49 And I vowed there a fast for the young men before our Lord, 50 to seek from him a good journey both for ourselves and our children and livestock. 51 For I was ashamed for the cavalry and the foot soldiers, which were an escort for security against those opposing us, 52 for we had said to the king that the strength of our Lord will be with those who seek after him for complete restoration. 53 And again we asked our Lord all these things, and we found him very merciful. 54 And I set apart from the tribal chiefs of the priests twelve men, both Sherebiah and Asabias, and ten men with them from their brothers, 55 and I weighed for them the silver and the gold and the temple vessels of the house of our Lord. In this way the king and his counselors and nobles and all Israel were presented. 56 And he gave to them, after weighing it out, six hundred and fifty talents of silver, and silver vessels of one hundred talents, and one hundred talents of gold, twenty golden cups, and copper vessels made of fine copper that glittered, ten vessels. 57 And I said to them, “You, too, are holy to the Lord, and the sacred vessels and the silver and the gold, as a vow to the Lord, the Lord of our fathers. 58 Be watchful and on guard until you deliver them to the tribal chiefs of the priests and the Levites and to the leaders of the paternal families of Israel, in Jerusalem, in the priest’s chamber of the house of our Lord.” 59 And the priests and the Levites who took the silver and the gold and the vessels that had been in Jerusalem carried them to the temple of the Lord. 

60 Then, after breaking camp by the place Theras on the twelfth of the first month, they came into Jerusalem by the mighty hand of our Lord, which was upon us. He also rescued us from every enemy incursion, and they came to Jerusalem. 61 And having been there three days, the silver and the gold were weighed and delivered in the house of the Lord to Meremoth son of Uriah, the priest. 62 And with him was Eleazar son of Phinehas; and also the Levites Jozabad son of Joshua and Moeth son of Binnui were with them. By count and weight all was delivered to them, and all the weight was recorded at that very time. 63 And those who had arrived from the captivity offered sacrifices to the God of Israel, the Lord, ninety-six rams, seventy-six lambs, and twelve male goats for deliverance, all as a sacrifice to the Lord. 64 And they delivered the command of the king to the royal treasurers and to the governors of Coele Syria and Phoenicia, and they honored the nation and the temple of the Lord. 

The Remnant Divorces Their Foreign Wives

65 Now when these things were completed, the leaders came to me, saying, 66 “The rulers and the priests and the Levites have not separated from both the foreign nations and their impurities: Canaanites and Hittites and Perizzites and Jebusites and Moabites and Egyptians and Edomites. 67 For both they and their sons married some of their daughters, and the holy seed has been mingled with the foreign nations of the land, and the leaders and the nobles have shared in this lawlessness from the beginning of the matter.” 68 And at the same time that I heard these things, I rent my garments and my sacred clothing. I pulled my head hair and my beard and sat gloomy and deeply grieved. 69 And as many as ever were moved at the word of the Lord of Israel gathered together to me while I was mourning at the lawlessness, and I sat deeply grieved until the evening sacrifice. 70 And when I rose from the fast, having rent my garments and my sacred clothing, when I bent my knees and stretched out my hands to the Lord, I was saying, 71 “Lord, I am ashamed; I am embarrassed before your face. 72 For our sins have multiplied beyond our heads and our mistakes have surpassed the heaven. 73 From the time of our fathers and up to this day we are in great sin. 74 And because of our sins and our fathers’ sins we were handed over, along with our brothers, along with our kings, and along with our priests, to the kings of the earth for sword and captivity and plunder with shame until this very day. 75 And now according to some measure mercy has come to us from the lord Lord, to leave behind for us a root and a name in this place of sanctuary, 76 and to uncover our light in the house of our Lord, to give us food in the time of our slavery. And in our slavery, we were not left behind by our Lord, 77 but he brought us into favor with the kings over Persia, to give us food, 78 and to honor our temple, and to arouse desolate Zion, to give us a stronghold in Judah and Jerusalem. 79 And now what shall we say, O Lord, having these things? They have transgressed your ordinances which you gave by the hand of your servants the prophets, saying, 80 ‘Because the land into which you are entering to take possession is a land stained with the pollution of the foreigners of the land, and they have filled it with their impurity, 81 so now do not give your daughters in marriage to their sons, and do not take their daughters for your sons. 82 And do not seek to live peaceably with them at any time, in order that you may prevail and eat the good of the land, and give it as a possession to your sons until for eternity.’ 83 And everything befalling us has happened because of our evil deeds and great sins. For you, O Lord, making light of our sins, 84 gave us a root such as this. Again, we have turned back to transgress your law by mingling with the impurity of the nations of the land. 85 Were you not angry enough with us to destroy us to the point of not leaving behind a root and a seed and a name for us? 86 O Lord of Israel, you are truthful; for we are left as a root on this very day. 87 Look, we are before you in our lawlessness, for we can no longer stand before you because of these things.” 

88 And when Ezra was praying, while confessing openly, weeping on the ground before the temple, there gathered to him from Jerusalem a very great crowd of men and women and youths, for there was great weeping in the multitude. 89 And calling out, Jeconiah son of Jehiel, of the sons of Israel, said to Ezra, “We have sinned against the Lord, and foreign women from the nations of the land have remained, but now Israel is above all. 90 On this let us swear an oath to the Lord to cast out all our wives who are from the foreigners, along with their children, as it was decided by you and as many as obey the law of the Lord. 91 Arise, complete it, for the task is for you, and we are with you to make strength.” 92 And standing up, Ezra put the tribal chiefs of the priests and of the Levites of all Israel under oath to act according to this. And they swore an oath. 




9 And Ezra stood up from the court of the temple and went to the priest’s chamber of Johanan son of Naseibou 2 and spent the night there. He did not eat bread nor drink water, mourning over the great lawlessness of the multitude. 3 And there was a proclamation in the whole of Judah and Jerusalem to all who were from the captivity to gather to Jerusalem. 4 And whoever will not meet there within two or three days, in accordance with the judgment of the ruling elders, their livestock will be devoted for sacrifice, and he himself will be estranged from the multitude of the captivity. 

5 And those who were from the tribes of Judah and Benjamin gathered in three days to Jerusalem; it was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month. 6 And all the multitude sat together in the wide-open space of the temple, shivering because it was the beginning of winter. 7 Then Ezra stood up and said to them, “You have broken the law and married foreign women, adding to the sins of Israel. 8 And now make confession and give glory to the Lord, God of our ancestors, 9 and do his will, and be separated from the nations of the earth and from the foreign people.” 10 And the whole multitude shouted and said with a great voice, “We will do just as you have said, 11 but the multitude is large, and the hour is winter, and we will not be strong enough to stand in the open air, and we have not found it, and for us the task cannot be completed in one or two days, for we have sinned too much in these things. 12 Let the leaders of the multitude stay, and let all those from our settlements who have foreign wives come at the appointed time, 13 the elders and the judges of each place, until the wrath of the Lord is released from us over this thing.” 14 Jonathan son of Asahel and Jahzeiah son of Tikvah undertook the matter on these terms, and Meshullam and Levi and Shabbethai acted as arbitrators for them. 15 And those from the captivity acted in accordance with all this. 

16 And Ezra the priest chose for himself men who were leaders of their paternal families, all of them by name, and they were confined on the new moon of the tenth month to examine the matter. 17 And the cases concerning the men who were gathered together with foreign wives were brought to completion by the new moon of the first month. 18 And of the priests who were gathered together and were found having foreign wives: 19 of the sons of Joshua son of Jozadak and his brothers, Matthelas and Eleazar and Jarib and Jodan. 20 And they laid on their hands to cast out their wives and as an atonement to offer rams on account of their mistake. 21 And of the sons of Immer: Hananiah and Zebadiah and Maaseiah and Shemaiah and Jehiel and Azariah. 22 And of the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, and Nathanael and Gedaliah and Salthas. 23 And of the Levites: Jozabad and Shimei and Kelaiah, that is, Kelita and Pethahiah and Judah and Johanan. 24 Of the temple singers: Eliashib and Zaccur. 25 Of the porters: Shallum and Telem. 26 Of Israel: of the sons of Parosh: Ramiah and Izziah and Malchijah and Maelus and Eleazar and Asebias and Benaiah. 27 Of the sons of Elam: Matanias and Zechariah and Jezrielus and Abdi and Jeremoth and Aedeias. 28 And of the sons of Zamoth: Eliadas, Eliashib, Othoniah, Jeremoth and Zabad and Zerdaiah. 29 And of the sons of Bebai: John and Hananiah and Zabbai and Emathis. 30 And of the sons of Mani: Olamus, Mamuchus, Adaiah, Jashub and Sheal and Jeremoth. 31 And of the sons of Eri: Naathus and Moossias and Laccunus and Naidus and Bescaspasmys and Sesthel and Belnuus and Manasseas. 32 And of the sons of Annan: Elionas and Asaiah and Malchijah and Sabbaias and Simon and Chosamaeus. 33 And of the sons of Husham: Mattenai and Mattithiah and Zabad and Eliphelet and Manasseh and Shimei. 34 And of the sons of Baani: Jeremiah, Momdius, Maerus, Joel, Mamdai and Bedeiah and Vaniah and Carabasion and Eliashib and Mamitanemus, Eliasis, Binnui, Elialis, Someis, Shelemiah, and Nethaniah. And of the sons of Ezora: Shashai, Azarel, Azael, Samatus, Zambris, and Joseph. 35 Of the sons of Nooma: Mazitias, Zabad, Iddo, Joel, and Benaiah. 36 All these lived together with foreign women, and they divorced them together with their children. 

37 And the priests and the Levites and those from Israel settled in Jerusalem and in the territory. On the new moon of the seventh month, the sons of Israel were in their settlements, 38 all the multitude assembled with one accord in the spacious area toward the east temple gate. 39 And they told Ezra the priest and reader to bring the law of Moses that had been handed over by the God of Israel. 40 And Ezra, the chief priest, brought the law to all the multitude, from man to woman, and to all the priests, to hear the law on the new moon of the seventh month. 41 And they read aloud in the place before the spacious temple gateway from dawn until midday in the presence of men and women, and everyone gave attention to the law. 42 And Ezra, the priest and reader of the law, stood upon the wooden platform that was constructed. 43 And he made stand by him Mattithiah, Shema, Hananiah, Azariah, Uriah, Hezekiah, and Baalsamus on his right, 44 and on his left Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Lothasubus, Nabariah, and Zechariah. 45 And when Ezra took up the document in the presence of the multitude, for he was seated in a place of honor in the presence of all, 46 when he unbound the law, they all stood upright and Azariah blessed the Most High, Almighty God. 47 And all the multitude shouted, “Amen, amen!” And lifting up their hands and falling upon the ground, they bowed before God. 48 The Levites Joshua and Anniuth and Sherebiah, Jadinus, Iarsouboos, Abtaios, Hodiah, Maiannas and Kalitas, Azariah, Katethzabdos, Hanan, and Pelaiah were teaching the law of the Lord and reading the law of the Lord to the multitude, putting meaning into the reading at the same time. 

49 And Attharates said to Ezra, the chief priest and reader, and to the Levites who were instructing the multitude about everything, 50 “This day is holy to the Lord,” and all were weeping at hearing the law, 51 “therefore proceed, eat fats, and send off gifts to those who do not have. 52 For the day is holy to the Lord, and do not be sorrowful, for the Lord will exalt you.” 53 And the Levites were commanding all the people, saying, “This day is holy; do not be sorrowful.” 54 And all departed to eat and to drink and to rejoice and to give gifts to those who do not have and to rejoice greatly, 55 because they were also inspired by the words which they had been taught. And they gathered together. 





ESDRAS B




The Decree of Cyrus

1 aAnd in the first year of Cyrus, the king of Persia, in order to fulfill what had been spoken from the mouth of Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, the king over Persia, and he commanded a proclamation in all his kingdom, and indeed in writing, saying, 2 “Thus said Cyrus, king over Persia, ‘The God of the heavens has given me all the kingdoms, and he himself has oversaw me over me to build for him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Who is there among you from all his people? And his God will be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem. 4 And all who are left from all the places where he dwells there, and the men of his place shall receive him with silver and gold and goods and livestock along with the voluntary offering for the house of the God who is in Jerusalem.’ ” 5 And the rulers of the paternal families in Judah and Benjamin and the priests and the Levites arose, all of whom God had stirred up their spirit to go up to build the house that is in Jerusalem. 6 And all those round about were strengthened in their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods and with livestock, and with presents besides the voluntary offerings. 7 And King Cyrus brought out the vessels of the house, which Nebuchadnezzar took from Jerusalem and placed them in the house of his God, 8 and Cyrus, king of Persia, brought them out onto the hand of Mithredath Tasbarenou, and he counted them for Sheshbazzar, ruler of Judah. 9 And this was their number: for the Lord, thirty gold and one thousand silver, twenty-nine having been brought out; 10 of kephphoures:b thirty gold and six silver and one thousand other vessels. 11 All the vessels in gold and silver were five thousand four hundred, all of which went up from the exile out of Babylonia to Jerusalem. 




The Roster of Returnees

2 Now these are the sons of the territory, who went up from the captivity of the exile, which Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had exiled to Babylonia, and he returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each man to his city, 2 who went with Zerubbabel: Joshua, Nehemiah, Araias, Rheeleia, Marathchaios, Baspham, Malsar, Batousi, and Balleia. The number of the men of Israel: 3 the sons of Parosh, two thousand one hundred and seventy-two; 4 the sons of Asaph, four hundred and seventy-two; 5 the sons of Arah, seven hundred and seventy-five; 6 the sons of Pahath-moab—in reference to the sons of Jeshua and Joab—two thousand eight hundred and twelve; 7 the sons of Elam, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four; 8 the sons of Zattu, nine hundred and forty-five; 9 the sons of Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty; 10 the sons of Binnui, six hundred and forty-two; 11 the sons of Bebai, six hundred and twenty-three; 12 the sons of Azgad, three thousand two hundred and twenty-two; 13 the sons of Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-six; 14 the sons of Bigvai, two thousand and fifty-six; 15 the sons of Adin, four hundred and fifty-four; 16 the sons of Ater—in reference to Hezekiah—ninety-two; 17 the sons of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-three; 18 the sons of Jorah, one hundred and twelve; 19 the sons of Hashum, two hundred and twenty-three; 20 the sons of Geber, ninety-five. 

21 The sons of Bethlehem, one hundred and twenty-three; 22 the sons of Netophah, fifty-six; 23 the sons of Anathoth, one hundred and twenty-eight; 24 the sons of Azmaveth, forty-two; 25 the sons of Kiriatharim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and forty-three; 26 the sons of Ramah and Gibeah, six hundred and twenty-one; 27 the men of Michmash, one hundred and twenty-two; 28 the men of Bethel and Aiah, two hundred and twenty-three; 29 the sons of Nebo, fifty-two; 30 the sons of Magbish, one hundred and fifty-six; 31 the sons of Elam, two thousand two hundred and fifty-four; 32 the sons of Harim, three hundred and twenty; 33 the sons of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, six hundred and twenty-five; 34 the sons of Jericho, three hundred and forty-five; 35 the sons of Sanaa, three thousand six hundred and thirty. 

36 And the priests: the sons of Jedaiah—in reference to the house of Joshua—nine hundred and seventy-three; 37 the sons of Immer, one thousand and fifty-two; 38 the sons of Pashhur, one thousand two hundred and forty-seven. 

40 And the Levites: the sons of Joshua and Kadmiel—in reference to the descendants of Hodaviah—seventy-four. 41 The singers: the sons of Asaph, one hundred and forty-eight. 42 The sons of the gates: the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, the sons of Shobai, in all one hundred and thirty-nine. 43 The temple servants: the sons of Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the sons of Tabbaoth, 44 the sons of Keros, the sons of Siaha, the sons of Padon, 45 the sons of Lebanah, the sons of Hagabah, the sons of Akkub, 46 the sons of Hagab, the sons of Shamlai, the sons of Hanan, 47 the sons of Giddel, the sons of Gahar, the sons of Reaiah, 48 the sons of Rezin, the sons of Nekoda, the sons of Gazzam, 49 the sons of Uzza, the sons of Paseah, the sons of Besai, 50 the sons of Asnah, the sons of Meunim, the sons of Nephisim, 51 the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, 52 the sons of Bazluth, the sons of Mehida, the sons of Harsha, 53 the sons of Barkos, the sons of Temah, 54 the sons of Neziah, the sons of Hatipha. 55 The sons of Abdeselma: the sons of Sotai, the sons of Hassophereth, the sons of Peruda, 56 the sons of Jaalah, the sons of Darkon, the sons of Giddel, 57 the sons of Shephatiah, the sons of Hattil, the sons of Phasrath, the sons of Haseboein, the sons of Ami. 58 All the temple servants and sons of Abdeselma were three hundred and seventy-two. 

59 And these were the ones who came up from Thermeleth, Thaaresa, Charous, Addan, and Emer, who were not able to declare their house of paternal lineage and whether their seed was in Israel: 60 the sons of Lachea, the sons of Boua, the sons of Tobiah, the sons of Nekoda, in all six hundred and fifty-two. 61 And from the sons of the priests: the sons of Habaiah, the sons of Hakkoz, the sons of Barzillai (who took one of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite as a wife and was called in their name). 62 These, the methoesim, sought their records, and they were not found, and they were made next of kin from the priesthood. 63 And Athersatha told them not to eat from the holy of holies until a priest should arise for the things that enlighten and the things that are perfect.a 

64 Now the whole assembly was about forty-two thousand three hundred and sixty, 65 besides their slaves and female servants—these were seven thousand three hundred and thirty-f our, and among these were two hundred male singers and songs. 66 Their horses were seven hundred and thirty-six; and their mules were two hundred and forty-five; 67 their camels were four hundred and thirty-five; their donkeys were seven hundred and twenty. 

68 And some of the rulers of the ancestral families, when they came to the house of the Lord that is in Jerusalem, made freewill offerings to the house of God in order to erect it on its foundation. 69 According to their power they gave to the treasury for the work sixty-one thousand minas of pure gold and five thousand minas of silver and one hundred kothonoib of the priests. 70 And the priests and the Levites and those from the people and the singers and the gatekeepers and the thanieimc settled in their cities, and all Israel in their cities. 




The Building of the Altar

3 And the seventh month arrived, and Israel was in their cities, and the people assembled as one man to Jerusalem. 2 And Joshua, the son of Jozadak, stood up, along with his brothers, and they built the altar of the God of Israel in order to offer upon it burnt offerings according to what is written in the law of Moses, the man of God. 3 So they prepared the altar upon its foundation, and they mounted upon it a burnt offering to the Lord in the morning and in the evening. 4 Then they observed the feast of booths, according to what is written, and burnt offerings day by day, by number, as the judgment, an account of day by day. 5 And after that perpetual burnt offerings and those for the new moon and for all the holy feasts and voluntary offerings for all who made freewill offerings to the Lord. 6 On the first day of the seventh month they began to bring burnt offerings to the Lord, but the house of the Lord did not have a foundation laid. 7 And they gave silver to the stone cutters and carpenters and food and drink and olive oil to the Sidonians and Sorein to carry timber of cedar from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, according to the grant of Cyrus, the king of Persia, to them. 

The Building of the Foundation

8 Now in the second year of their coming to the house of God in Jerusalem, in the second month, Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, began the work, along with Joshua, the son of Jozadak, and the rest of the brothers, the priests and the Levites, and all those who were coming from the captivity to Jerusalem, and they appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and up, over the work of the Lord. 9 And Joshua stood along with his sons and his brothers, Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Binnui and Hodaviah, and the sons of Henadad, with their sons and their brothers the Levites over those who were doing the work in the house of God. 10 And they laid the foundation in order to build the house of the Lord, and the priests stood dressed in their garments with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, in order to praise the Lord on the hands of David, king of Israel. 11 And they answered with praise and gave thanks to the Lord, “For it is good, for his mercy is upon Israel for eternity.” And all the people indicated with a great voice to praise the Lord for the foundation of the house of the Lord. 

12 And many from the priests and the Levites and rulers of the paternal families, the elders who had seen the first house on its foundation and this house with their eyes, were weeping with a great voice, and the crowd at a signal raised a song with merriment. 13 And people were not distinguishing the sound of a signal of the merriment from the sound of the weeping, for the people were shouting with a great voice, and the sound was being heard even from far away. 




The Response of the Enemies

4 Now those who were oppressing Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the exile were building a house to the Lord, God of Israel. 2 So they approached Zerubbabel and the rulers of the paternal families and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we seek our God like you, and to him we have been sacrificing from the days of Esar-haddon, king of Assyria, who brought us here.” 3 And Zerubbabel and Joshua and the rest of the rulers of the paternal families of Israel said to them, “It is not for us and for you to build a house to our God, for we will build it to the Lord, our God, as Cyrus, king of Persia, commanded us.” 4 And the people of the land were weakening the hands of the people of Judah and hindering them from building 5 and hiring against them, wishing to scatter their council all the days of Cyrus, king of Persia, and until the reign of Darius, king of Persia. 

6 Now in the reign of Ahasuerus, at the beginning of his reign, he wrote a letter against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. 

Further Attempts to Stop the Project

7 And in the days of Artaxerxes, Tabeel, in peace with Mithredath and the rest of the fellow-slaves, wrote to the king of Persia. The tribute collector wrote a document in Aramaic, also having been translated. 8 Rehum, Baaltam, and Shimshai the scribe wrote one letter against Jerusalem to King Artaxerxes. 9 Thus it is thought by Rehum, Baaltam, and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of our fellow-slaves, the Dinaites,a Apharsathachites, Tarphallites, Persians, Urukites, Babylonians, and Susaites, who are Elamites, 10 and the rest of the nations whom Osnappar, the great and noble, exiled and settled in the cities of Samaria, and the rest beyond the river. 11 This is the command of the letter that they sent to him: 

“To King Artaxerxes. From your servants, men beyond the river. 12 Let it be known to the king that the Judeans who went up from Cyrus to us went to Jerusalem, which is rebellious and evil, and they are rebuilding the city, and its walls have been restored, and they have raised its foundations. 13 Now therefore, let it be known to the king that if that city is rebuilt and its walls reestablished, the tributes will not come to you, nor will they give, and this is injurious to kings. 14 Now it is not proper for us to see the shame of the king; therefore we sent this and explained the matter to the king 15 so that he might look in the document of the archives of your ancestors, and you will find and know that that city is a rebellious city and injurious to kings and territories and a refuge of slaves in its midst from days of eternity. Because of this, this city was laid waste. 16 We are making it known to the king that if that city is rebuilt and its walls re-established, there will be no peace for you.” 

17 Then the king sent peace to Rehum, Baaltam, and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their fellow-slaves who live in Samaria, and the rest beyond the river, and he said, 18 “The tribute collector whom you sent to us was called before me. 19 And a decision was established by me, and we examined and found that that city, from days of eternity, rises up against kings, and that rebellion and sedition occur in it, 20 and that kings became strong in Jerusalem and ruled over the whole west of the river, and full tributes and a share were given to them. 21 Now establish a decision that those men stop; and that city will no longer be built due to the decision. 22 Take care to make relief concerning this, in case destruction multiplies, to the affliction for kings.” 23 Then the tribute collector of King Artaxerxes read it before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and their fellow-slaves. And they went in haste to Jerusalem and in Judah and they subdued them with horses and a force. 24 Then the work of the house of God that is in Jerusalem ceased and was idle until the second year of Darius, the king of Persia. 




The Project is Restarted

5 Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, the son of Iddo, prophesied a prophecy to the Judeans who were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel concerning them. 2 At that time Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua, the son of Jozadak, rose and began to build the house of God in Jerusalem, and with them were the prophets of God, helping them. 3 At that time Tattenai, governor beyond the river, came to them along with Shethar-bozenai and their fellow-slaves and said to them as follows, “Who authorized for you a decision to rebuild the house and to prepare this furniture?” 4 Then they said this to them, “What are the names of the men who are building this city?” 5 And the eyes of God were upon the captivity of Judah, and they did not hinder them until a decision was brought to Darius. And then he sent to the tribute collector about this. 

The Letter of Tattenai

6 The explanation of the letter that Tattenai, the governor of the other side, along with Shethar-bozenai and their fellow-slaves, the Apharsachaioi, in the area beyond the river, sent to King Darius. 7 They sent a report to him and this was written in it: 

“To King Darius, all peace. 8 Let it be known to the king that we went to the territory of Judea, to the house of the great God, and it is being built with choice stones, and timbers are being put in the walls, and that work is skillful and prospering in their hands. 9 Then we asked those elders and told them thus: ‘Who gave you a decision for the building and preparing of this furniture?’ 10 And we asked them their names to inform you so that we could write the names of the men who are their rulers. 11 And they answered this word to us, saying, ‘We are slaves of the God of heaven and earth, and we are building the house that was built many years before this, and a great king of Israel built and established it for them. 12 But after our fathers provoked the God of heaven, he gave them into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and released this house and exiled the people to Babylonia. 13 But, in the first year of King Cyrus, King Cyrus made a decision to rebuild this house of God. 14 And as for the gold and silver vessels of God that Nebuchadnezzar had carried from the house that is in Jerusalem and brought to the temple of the king, he gave them to Bagasar, the treasurer who was over the treasury. 15 And he said to him, “Take all the vessels, and go; put them in the house that is in Jerusalem in their place.” 16 Then this Sheshbazzar went and laid the foundation of the house of God, which is in Jerusalem, and from then until now it was built but not finished.’ 17 And now, if it is good to the king, let a search be made in the house of the treasury of the king of Babylon, so that you might know that from King Cyrus a decision was made to build the house of God, which is in Jerusalem. And when the king knows about this, let him send notification to us.” 




The Actions of Darius

6 Then King Darius gave a decision and searched in the library where the treasure is stored in Babylon. 2 And one volume was found in the city, in the bastion, and this was written in it: 

“A record: 3 In the first year of King Cyrus, King Cyrus gave a decision concerning the holy house of God, which is in Jerusalem, and the place where they sacrifice sacrifices; and he made a foundation sixty cubits in height, 4 with three courses of stone and one course of wood, and the expense will be given from the house of the king. 5 And the silver and gold vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar brought out from the house that is in Jerusalem, to the place they were put in the house of God. 

6 “Now you will give assistance, governors beyond the river, Shethar-bozenai and their fellow-slaves, the Apharsachites, in the region beyond the river, though being far from there. 7 Permit the work of the house of God. And the elders of the Judeans, let them build that house of God in its place. 8 And by me a decision was established, in case you do anything with the elders of the Judeans, to build that house of God. And from the possessions of the king, of the tribute beyond the river, let the expense be carefully given to those men, so that there is no hindrance. 9 And whatever deficiency, both offspring of cattle and rams and male lambs for burnt offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, or olive oil, according to the word of the priests who are in Jerusalem, let it be given to them day by day, whatever they request, 10 so that they may be offering sweet smells to the God of heaven and be praying for the life of the king and his sons. 11 And from me a decision was established that any person who changes this word, and a timber shall be pulled down from his house, and he shall be lifted up to be struck upon it, and his house shall be made my possession. 12 And the God whose name encamps there will overthrow any king and people who stretch out their hand to change or to remove the house of God that is in Jerusalem. I, Darius, have given a decision; it shall be done carefully.” 

The Completion of the Temple

13 Then Tattenai, governor beyond the river, Shethar-bozenai, and their fellow-slaves, thus observed carefully what King Darius had sent. 14 And the elders of the Judeans kept building, along with the Levites, through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, the son of Iddo, and they built and restored through the decision of the God of Israel and through the decision of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia. 15 And they completed this house until the third day of the month of Adar, which was the sixth year of the reign of King Darius. 16 And the sons of Israel—the priests, and the Levites, and the rest of the sons of the exile—observed a feast of consecration of the house of God with merriment. 17 And they offered for the feast of consecration of the house of God one hundred calves, two hundred rams, four hundred male lambs, and twelve male goats; goats for sin on behalf of all Israel, for the number of the tribes of Israel. 18 And they set the priests in their divisions, and the Levites in their divisions, for the service of God, who is in Jerusalem, according to the writing of the document of Moses. 

19 Then the sons of the exile observed the Passover on the fourteenth of the first month, 20 because the priests and the Levites were purified, clean one and all, and they slaughtered the Passover lamb for all the sons of the exile and for their brothers the priests and for themselves. 21 And the sons of Israel, those from the exile and all who had separated themselves from the impurity of the nations of the land to seek the Lord, God of Israel, ate the Passover lamb. 22 And they observed the feast of unleavened bread seven days with merriment, because the Lord had made them merry and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to them, to strengthen their hands in the work of the house of the God of Israel. 




The Introduction of Ezra the Scribe

7 Now after these matters, in the reign of Artaxerxes, king of Persia, there went up Ezra, son of Seraiah, son of Azariah, son of Hilkiah, 2 son of Shallum, son of Zadok, son of Ahitub, 3 son of Shemariah, son of Azariah, son of Meraioth, 4 son of Zerahiah, son of Uzzi, son of Bukki, 5 son of Abishua, son of Phinehas, son of Eleazar, son of Aaron, the priest of their father. 6 He went up from Babylonia, and he was a quick scribe in the law of Moses, which the Lord, God of Israel, had given, and the king gave to him, for the hand of his God was upon him in all that he himself was seeking. 7 And some of the sons of Israel and some of the priests and some of the Levites and the singers and the gatekeepers and the temple servants went up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes. 8 And they came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, this being the seventh year of the king, 9 because on the first of the fifth month they came to Jerusalem, because the hand of his God was good upon him, 10 because Ezra had decided in his heart to seek the law and to act and to teach the ordinances and judgments in Israel. 

Ezra’s Commission from Artaxerxes

11 And this is the wording of the edict that Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priest, the scribe of the document of the words of the commands of the Lord and his ordinances for Israel: 

12 “Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra, scribe of the law of the God of heaven. The word and the answer have been accomplished. 13 From me a decision was given that any in my kingdom from the people of Israel and the priests and Levites who offer willingly to go to Jerusalem with you may go. 14 From the face of the king and the seven councilors it was sent to examine in Judah and in Jerusalem in the law of their God, which is in your hand. 15 And for the house of the Lord silver and gold that the king and the councilors have offered willingly to the Lord of Israel who encamps in Jerusalem, 16 and any silver and gold that anyone might find in all the territory of Babylonia besides the freewill offering of the people and the priests who offer willingly for the house of God, which is in Jerusalem, 17 and everything coming in, readily insert this in this document, calves, rams, lambs, and their sacrifices and their libations, and you shall offer them on the altar of the house of your God, which is in Jerusalem. 18 And yet to you and your brothers whatever is considered acceptable, with the rest of the silver and the gold, to do as is pleasing to your God, do it! 19 And the vessels that are being given to you for the ministry of the house of God, you should deliver them before God in Jerusalem. 20 And as for the rest of the needs of the house of God, whatever it seems to you to give, give from the houses of the treasury of the king. 21 And from me, I, King Artaxerxes, have given a decision to all the treasures that are in the region beyond the river that anything Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven, asks you, let it be done readily, 22 up to one hundred talents of silver and one hundred kors of wheat and up to one hundred stores of wine and salt for which there is no writ. 23 Everything that is in the decision of the God of heaven, let it happen. Be careful not to attack the house of the God of heaven, lest wrath come upon the kingdom of the king and his sons. 24 And this has been made known to you among all the priests and the Levites, singers, gatekeepers, temple servants, and servants of this house of God, let there be no tribute for you; you will not have power to oppress them. 25 And you, Ezra, to whom the wisdom of God is in your hand, appoint scribes and judges so that they may be judging for all the people who are beyond the river, all who know the law of God, and you shall declare it to the one who does not know it. 26 And any who does not do the law of God and the law of the king readily, the judgment will be happening upon him, whether for death, whether for discipline, whether for penalty of livelihood, or whether for delivery.” 

27 Blessed be the Lord, the God of our ancestors, who put thus in the heart of the king, to glorify the house in Jerusalem, 28 and who has inclined mercy upon me in the eyes of the king and his councilors and all the rulers of the king who are exalted. And I was strengthened, for the good hand of God was upon me, and I gathered rulers from Israel to go up with me. 




Ezra’s Journey to Jerusalem

8 Now these are the rulers of their paternal families, the guides who went up with me in the reign of Artaxerxes, the king of Babylonia: 2 from the sons of Phinehas, Gershom; from the sons of Ithamar, Daniel; from the sons of David, Hattush; 3 from the sons of Shecaniah; from the sons of Parosh, Zechariah, and with him the company of one hundred and fifty; 4 from the sons of Pahath-moab, Eliehoenai, son of Zerahiah, and with him two hundred males; 6 and from the sons of Adin, Ebed, son of Jonathan, and with him fifty males; 7 and from the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah, son of Athaliah, and with him seventy males; 8 and from the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah, son of Michael, and with him eighty-four males; 9 and from the sons of Joab, Obadiah, son of Iema, and with him two hundred and eighteen males; 10 and from the sons, Salimouth, son of Josiphiah, and with him one hundred and sixty males; 11 and from the sons of Bebai, both Azaria, son of Bebai, and seventy-eight males with him; 12 and from the sons of Astad, Johanan, son of Hakkatan, and with him one hundred and ten males; 13 and from the sons of Adonikam, the last ones, and these were their names, Aleiphat and Eueia and Shemaiah, sixty males; 14 and from the sons of Bigvai, Uthai, and with him eighty males. 

15 And I gathered them to the river that runs to Evi, and we encamped there three days. And I took notice among the people and among the priests, and I did not find there any from the sons of Levi. 16 So I sent to Eleazar, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah, and Meshullam, understanding men, and to Joiarib and Elnathan. 17 And I brought them out to the ruler with the silver of the place, and I put in their mouths words to speak to their brothers, of the Athaneim, with silver of the place, so that they would bring for us singers for the house of our God. 18 And there came to us, since the good hand of our God was upon us, a man of discretion from the sons of Mahli, son of Levi, son of Israel, and at the beginning his sons and his brothers came, eighteen in all, 19 and Hashabiah and Jeshaiah from the sons of Merari, with his twenty brothers and their sons, 20 and of the temple servants whom David had given and the rulers for the service of the Levites, two hundred and twenty temple servants. All were gathered together by name. 21 Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river Ahava, so that we might be humbled before our God, to seek from him a straight path for ourselves and our children and all our possessions, 22 because I was ashamed to request an army and horses from the king to save us from an enemy on the way, because we had told the king, saying, “The hand of our God is upon all who seek him for good, and his strength and his wrath is upon all who forsake him.” 23 So we fasted and sought from our God concerning this, and he listened to us. 24 Then I appointed twelve from the rulers of the priests, in reference to Seraiah and Hashabiah, and with them from their twelve brothers. 25 And I weighed for them the silver and the gold and the vessels of firstfruit of the house of our God, which the king and his advisors and his rulers and all Israel who were found had raised up. 26 And I weighed into their hands six hundred and fifty talents of silver and one hundred silver vessels and one hundred talents of gold 27 and twenty gold bowls for the journey worth one thousand drachmas and various desirable good vessels of copper glittering with gold. 28 Then I said to them, “You are holy to the Lord, and the vessels are holy, and the silver and the gold are freewill offerings to the Lord, God of our ancestors. 29 Be watchful and on guard until you weigh them before the rulers of the priests and the Levites and the rulers of the paternal families in Jerusalem at the tents of the house of the Lord.” 30 And the priests and the Levites took the weight of the silver and the gold and the vessels, to be brought to Jerusalem to the house of our God. 

31 So we broke camp from the river Ahava on the twelfth of the first month, in order to go to Jerusalem, and the hand of our God was upon us, and he rescued us from the hand of the enemy and hostility on the way. 32 And we came to Jerusalem and settled there three days. 33 Now it happened that on the fourth day that we weighed the silver and the gold and the vessels in the house of our God into the hand of Meremoth, son of Uriah the priest, and with him Eleazar, son of Phinehas, and with them the Levites, Jozabad, son of Joshua, and Noadiah from Ebannaia, 34 everything by number and by weight, and all the weight was written at that time. 35 Those coming out of the captivity, children of the exiles, offered burnt offerings to the God of Israel, twelve calves for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven lambs, twelve male goats for sin, these were all the burnt offerings. 36 And they gave the currency of the king to the administrators of the king and to the governors beyond the river, and they honored the people and the house of God. 




The Problem of Mixed Marriages

9 Now when these things were completed, the rulers approached me, saying, “The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites were not separated from the peoples of the land with their abominations, in reference to the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 2 For they have taken from their daughters for themselves and for their sons, and the holy seed was passed by the peoples of the land, and the hand of the rulers was in this unfaithfulness.” 3 And when I heard this word, I tore my garments and trembled and plucked the hair out of my head and my beard and sat silent. 4 Then all those who pursue the word of the God of Israel gathered together to me, because of the unfaithfulness of the exile, and I sat silently until the evening sacrifice. 5 And at the evening sacrifice I rose from my humiliation. And when I had rent my garments, and I was trembling and getting down upon my knees and spreading out my hands to God, 6 then I said, “I was ashamed, and I feel ashamed to raise my face to you, because our transgressions are multiplied above our head, and our sins increased up to heaven. 7 From the days of our ancestors we are in great sin up to this day, and in our transgressions we and our kings and our sons were handed over to the hand of the kings of the nations by sword and by captivity, by plundering and by the shame of our faces, as this day. 8 And now our God arranged for us to leave us for salvation, and to give to us an establishment in the place of his holiness to enlighten our eyes and to give us a small vitality in our slavery. 9 For we are slaves, yet even in our slavery the Lord, our God, has not forsaken us, but has inclined mercy upon us before the kings of Persia to give us vitality, so that they might raise up the house of our God and rebuild its desolation, and to give us a fence in Judea and in Jerusalem. 10 What shall we say, our God, after this? Because we have forsaken your commands, 11 which you gave us by the hand of your servants, the prophets, ‘The land into which you are entering to possess it is a land in commotion by changing the peoples of the nations. With their abominations they have filled it from mouth to mouth with their impurity. 12 So now do not give your daughters to their sons and do not take from their daughters for your sons, and you must not seek their peace and their good until eternity, so that you may be strong and eat the good of the land and distribute it to your sons until eternity.’ 13 And after all that is coming upon you for your evil deeds and for your great sins, because there is none like our God, because you lightened our transgression and gave us salvation, 14 because we returned to scatter your commands and to marry with the people. Do not be provoked by us until destruction so that there is no remnant or survivor. 15 O Lord, God of Israel, you are righteous, because we are left survivors, as this day. We are before you with our sins, because it is not possible to stand before you because of this.” 




The Solution to the Problem of Mixed Marriages

10 Now as Ezra prayed and as he confessed, weeping and praying before the house of God, a very great assembly, men and women and young men, gathered to him from Israel, because the people wept and lifted up while weeping. 2 And Shecaniah, son of Jehiel, from the sons of Elam, answered and said to Ezra, “We were faithless to our God and we sat foreign women from the peoples of the land, and now Israel has endurance for this. 3 So now let us establish a covenant with our God to divorce all the women and the issue from them, as you desire. Arise, and terrify them with the commands of our God, and let it be done according to the law. 4 Arise, because the word is upon you, and we are with you. Be strong, and do it.” 5 Then Ezra rose, and made the rulers, the Levites, and all Israel swear to act according to this word, and they swore. 6 And Ezra rose from the face of the house of God and went into the treasury of Jehohanan, son of Eliashib, and he went there. He did not eat bread and did not drink water, because he was mourning because of the unfaithfulness of the exile. 7 And they issued a proclamation in Judah and in Jerusalem: 8 “Anyone who does not come in three days, as the council of the rulers and the elders demand, all his property shall be accursed, and he shall be sent away from the assembly of the exile.” 

9 And all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered to Jerusalem in three days. This was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month. All the people sat in the open square of the house of God, from their tumult concerning the word and because of the winter. 10 And Ezra the priest rose and said to them, “You have been faithless and lived with foreign women, to add to the sin of Israel. 11 So now give praise to the God of our ancestors, and do what is pleasing before him, and be separated from the peoples of the land and from the foreign women.” 12 And the whole assembly answered and said, “This word of yours is a big thing for us to do. 13 But the people are many, and the place is wintery, and there is no ability to stand outside, and the task is not for one day, and not for two, because we have multiplied in doing wrong in this matter. 14 Now let our rulers stand for all those in our cities, whoever dwelled with foreign wives, let them come at the appointed times from the gathering, and with them the elders of city by city, and judges, in order to turn away the wrath of the anger of our God from us concerning this matter.” 15 But Jonathan, son of Asahel, and Jahzeiah, son of Helkeia, are with me concerning this, and Meshullam and Shabbethai, the Levites, are supporting them. 16 And the children of the exile did so. And Ezra the priest and the men who were rulers of the paternal families were set apart by house, and all by name, because they turned on the first day of the tenth month to investigate the matter. 17 And they finished with all the men who had settled with foreign women by the first day of the first month. 

18 And there was found among the sons of the priests those who had settled with foreign women: from the sons of Joshua, son of Jozadak, and his brothers: Maaseiah and Eliezer and Jarib and Gedaliah. 19 And they gave their hand to carry away their wives and sins, a ram of the flock for their transgression. 20 And from the sons of Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah. 21 And from the sons of Harim: Maaseiah and Joelaha and Shemaiah and Jehiel and Jaaziah. 22 And from the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, and Ishmael and Nethanel and Jozabad and Elasah. 23 And from the Levites: Jozabad and Shimei and Kelaiah, that is, Kelita, and Pethahiah and Judah and Eliezer. 24 And from the singers: Eliasaph. And from the gatekeepers: Shallum and Telem and Uri. 25 And from Israel: from the sons of Parosh: Ramiah and Izziah and Malchijah and Mijamin and Eleazar and Benaiah. 26 And from the sons of Elam: Mattaniah and Zechariah and Jehiel and Obadiah and Jeremoth and Elijah. 27 And from the sons of Zattu: Elioenai and Eliashib and Alathania and Amōn and Zabad and Aziza. 28 And from the sons of Bebai: Johanan and Hananiah and Zabbai and Thalei. 29 And from the sons of Binnui: Melousam and Aloum and Ada and Iasoud and Sheal and Memon. 30 And from the sons of Pahath-moab: Edene, Chael, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Tha-nouei, and Manasseh. 31 And from the sons of Harim: Eliezer, Isshijah, Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon, 32 Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah. 33 From the sons of Hashum: Mattenai, Atha, Zabel, Eliphaleth, Jeramai, Manasseh, and Shimei. 34 From the sons of Anei: Modedeia, Marei, Uel, 35 Benaiah, Baraia, Cheluhi, 36 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib, 37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, and so did 38 the sons of Binnui and the sons of Shimei, 39 and Shelemiah and Nathan and Adaiah, 40 Machnadebai, Sheshai, Sharai, 41 Azarel and Shelemiah and Shemariah 42 and Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph. 43 From the sons of Nebo: Iael, Thamathia, Zabad, Zebina, Dia, and Joel and Benaiah. 44 All these took foreign wives and fathered children by them. 




The Report of Hanani

11 aThe words of Nehemiah, son of Hacaliah. Now it came about in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, and I was in Susa, the citadel, 2 and Hanani, one of my brothers, came, he and men of Judah, and I asked them about those who survived, who remained from the captivity, and about Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, “Those who remain in the city, who are left from the captivity there in the territory, are in a very bad state and in disgrace, and the walls of Jerusalem are broken down, and its gates were burned with fire.” 

The Response of Nehemiah

4 And it came about when I heard these words, I sat and wept and mourned for days, and I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 And I said, “Indeed, O Lord, the strong, great, and awesome God of heaven, who keeps covenant and your mercy with those who love him and who keep his commands, 6 let indeed your ear give heed and your eyes be open to hear the prayer of your servant that I am praying before you today, day and night, for the children of Israel, your servants, and making known about the sin of the children of Israel which we have sinned against you, both I and the house of my father have sinned. 7 In breaking up we broke up and did not keep the commands and the ordinances and the judgments which you commanded your servant Moses. 8 Remember now the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are faithless, I will scatter you among the peoples. 9 And if you return to me and keep my commands and do them, if your dispersion is to the farthest point of the heavens, from there I will gather them and lead them into the place that I chose my name to encamp there.’ 10 And they are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great power and with your strong hand. 11 Indeed, rather let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your slave and to the prayer of your servants who want to revere your name, and make your servant prosperous now, even today, and give him compassion before this man.” Now I was a eunuch to the king. 




The Request of Nehemiah

12 And it came about in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, and there was wine before me, and I took the wine and gave it to the king, and there was no other person before him. 2 And the king said to me, “On what account is your face sad? You are not well. This is nothing but a sad heart.” And I was very much afraid. 3 And I said to the king, “May the king live for eternity. On what account should my face not be sad, for the city, the house of my ancestors’ graves, was laid waste and its gates were consumed with fire?” 4 And the king said to me, “What are you seeking this about?” And I prayed to the God of heaven 5 and said to the king, “If it is good to the king and if your servant shall find favor before you so that you send him to Judah, to the city of my ancestors’ graves, I will also rebuild it.” 6 Then the king and the concubine who was seated by him said to me, “How long will your journey be, and when will you return?” And I found favor before the king, and he sent me, and I gave him a limit. 7 And I said to the king, “If it is good to the king, let him give me letters to the governors beyond the river so that I may pass through until I come to Judah, 8 and a letter to Asaph, keeper of the orchard that belongs to the king, so that he will give me timber to cover the gates and for the wall of the city and for the house into which I shall enter it.” And the king gave them to me, because the hand of God was good. 

Nehemiah Arrives in Jerusalem

9 And I came to the governors beyond the river and gave them the letters from the king, and the king had sent leaders of the army and horsemen with me. 10 And Sanballat the Aronite heard, and it was displeasing to them that a person had come to seek good for the sons of Israel. 11 And I came to Jerusalem and was there for three days. 12 And I got up during the night, I and a few men with me, and I told no person what God had put into my heart to do with Israel, and there was no animal with me except the animal upon which I rode. 13 And I went out by the gate of the Golelaa and to the mouth of the spring of the figs and to the gate of the dung. And I was crushing in the wall of Jerusalem, which they are pulling down. And its gates were consumed by fire. 14 And I went on to the gate of Ijon and to the swimming pool of the king, and there was no place for the animal under me to pass. 15 And I was going up in the wall of the brook by night and I was crushing in the wall. And I was in the gate of the ravine and returned. 16 And those who kept watch did not know why I went and what I was doing, and the Judeans and the priests and the nobles and the rest who were doing the work, for until then I had not told. 17 So I said to them, “You see the condition in which we are in, how Jerusalem is desolate and its gates were given to fire. Come, and let us wall off the wall of Jerusalem, and we will be no longer a disgrace.” 18 And I told them about the hand of God that was good upon me, and with the words of the king that he said to me, and I said, “Let us arise and build!” And their hands were strengthened for the good. 19 And Sanballat the Horonitete and Tobiah the slave, an Ammonite, and Geshem the Arab heard, and they laughed at us and came against us and said, “What is this thing you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?” 20 And I returned word to them and said to them, “The God of heaven, he will prosper us and we are his pure slaves. And we shall build, and for you there is no share and righteousness and remembrance in Jerusalem.” 




The Roster of the Rebuilders

13 And Eliashib, the high priest, and his brothers, the priests, rose and built the sheep gate. They dedicated it and set up its doors, and they dedicated as far as the tower of the hundred, as far as the tower of Hananel, 2 and at the hands of the men of the sons of Jericho and at the hands of the sons of Zaccur, son of Imri. 3 And the sons of Hassenaah built the fish gate. They covered it and covered its doors and its bars and its bolts. 4 And at their hand, Ramoth, son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz, took charge. And at their hand, Zadok, son of Baanah, took charge. 5 And at their hand, the Tekoites took charge, and the Adorima did not contribute their neck for their service. 6 And Joiada, son of Passover, and Meshullam, son of Besodeiah, took possession of the gate of Old. They covered it and set up its doors and its bars and its bolts. 8 And at their hand, Hananiah, son of Rokeim, took possession and they left Jerusalem as far as broad wall. 9 And at their hand, Rephaiah, ruler of half the area around Jerusalem, took possession. 10 And at their hand, Jedaiah, son of Harumaph, and opposite his house took possession. And at his hand, Hattush, son of Hashabneiah, took possession. 11 And Malchijah, son of Harim, and Hasshub, son of Pahath-moab, took possession of a second section as far as the tower of the furnaces. 12 And at his hand, Shallum, son of Hallohesh, ruler of half the area around Jerusalem, took possession, he and his daughters. 13 Hanun and the residents of Zanoah took possession of the gate of the ravine. They built it and set up its doors and its bars and its bolts and a thousand cubits on the wall, as far as the gate of dung. 14 And Malchijah, son of Rechab, ruler of the area around Beth-haccherem, took possession of the gate of dung, he and his sons, and they covered it and set up its doors and its bars and its bolts. 15 And the wall of the reservoir of the sheepskin for the fleece of the king, and as far as the staircase that goes down from the city of David. 16 Behind him Nehemiah, son of Azbuk, ruler around the area of Beth-zur, took possession as far as the garden of the tomb of David and as far as the produced reservoir and as far as Bethangabarim. 17 Behind him the Levites took possession. Basouth, son of Bani, and at his hand, Hashabiah, ruler of half the area around Keilah, took possession of his surrounding area. 18 After him, their brothers took possession under Binnui, son of Henadad, ruler over half of the area around Keilah. 19 And at his hand, Ezer, son of Joshua, the ruler over Mizpah, took possession of a second section of the tower of the ascent where it is joined together to the corner. 20 After him Baruch, the son of Zabbai, took possession of a second section from the corner up to the door of Bethelisoub, the high priest. 21 After him Meremoth, son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz, took possession of a second section from the door of Bethelisoub up to where Bethelisoub stops. 22 And after him the priests, men of Achechar, took possession. 23 And after him Benjamin and Hasshub took possession opposite their house. After him Azariah, son of Maaseiah, son of Hananiah, took possession beside his house. 24 After him Bani, son of Henadad, took possession of a second section, from Bethazaria up to the corner and as far as the bend 25 of Palal, son of Uzai, from the opposite corner—and it is the tower that projects from the house of the king, the upper tower, the one at the court of the guard—and after him Pedaiah, son of Parosh. 26 And the temple servants were living in the Ophel as far as the garden of the gate of the water to the east. And the tower projects. 27 After him the Tekoites took possession of a second section from opposite the great projecting tower and as far as the wall of Ophoal 28 Above the gate of the horses the priests took possession, each man opposite his house. 29 After him Zadok, son of Immer, opposite his house. And after him Shemaiah, son of Echenia, keeper of the east side of the house, took possession. 30 After him Hananiah, son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, sixth son of Zalaph, took possession of a second section. After him Meshullam, son of Berechiah, took possession opposite his treasure chamber. 31 After him Malchijah, son of Saraphi, took possession as far as Bethanathinim and the hucksters opposite the gate of the Muster and as far as the middle of the bend. 32 And the coppersmiths and the hucksters took possession of the middle of the ascent of the sheep gate. 




The Opposition Group Mocks the Rebuilders

14 aAnd it happened, when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, and it seemed displeasing to him and he became angry at much, and he laughed at the Judeans. 2 And he said in the presence of his brothers, “Is this the power of Samaria, that these Judeans are building the city for themselves?” 3 And Tobias the Ammonite came beside him and they said to themselves, “They will not sacrifice or eat in their place. Will not a fox go up and break their stone wall?” 4 Hear, O our God, for we are mocked, 5 and return their insult to their heads, and give them over to mocking in a land of captivity, 6 and do not cover over their transgression. 

The Opposition Group Threatens the Rebuilders

7 And it happened, when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites heard that the height of the walls of Jerusalem was rising because the gaps were beginning to be blocked up, and it seemed very bad to them. 8 So they all gathered against it to come and fight in Jerusalem. 9 And we prayed to our God and set up an advance guard against them day and night from their face. 10 And Judah said, “The strength of the enemies was broken. And the crowd is very great, and we will not be able to build on the wall.” 11 And those who were afflicting us said, “They will not know and they will not see until we come into their midst and kill them and stop the work.” 12 Then it happened, when the Judeans who lived close to them came, and they said to us, “They are coming up against us from all the places.” 13 So I stationed some into the lowest place behind the wall, in the sheltered areas, and I stationed the people according to districts, with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 14 And I looked and stood up and said to the nobles and to the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid from their face. Remember our great and terrible God, and prepare to fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your houses.” 15 And it happened, when our enemies heard that it was known to us and that God had scattered their council, we all returned to the wall, each man to his work. 16 And it happened from that day on, half of the outcasts were doing the work and half of them were keeping guard. And there were spears and oblong shields and the bows and the breast plates and the rulers behind every house of Judah, 17 of those who were building on the wall. And those who were lifting with the carrying devices, with a weapon in one hand he did his work and with one hand he grasped the javelin. 18 And as for the builders, a man with his sword fastened upon his waist, and they kept building, and the one who trumpeted on the horn was beside him. 19 Then I said to the nobles and to the rulers and to the rest of the people, “The work is great and much, and we are dispersed far upon the wall, each man from his brother. 20 In whatever place you hear the sound of the horn there, you shall gather to us, and our God will fight for us.” 21 And we were doing the work, and half of them were holding the spears from the rising of the dawn until the going out of the stars. 22 And at that time I said to the people, “Spend the night in the midst of Jerusalem, and let the night be for you an advance guard and the day work.” 23 And I and the men of the advance guard behind me were there, and no man from us was taking off his clothes. 




An Internal Problem

15 Now there was a great outcry of the people and their wives against their Judean brothers. 2 And there were some saying, “With our sons and with our daughters we are many, and we will receive grain and eat and live.” 3 And there were some saying, “As for our fields and our vineyards and our houses, we are mortgaging them and we will receive grain and eat.” 4 And there are some saying, “As for our fields and our vineyards and our houses, we borrowed money for the tribute of the king. 5 Now our flesh is like the flesh of our brothers; their sons like our sons, and behold we are oppressing our sons and our daughters for slaves, and some of our daughters are being oppressed, and there is no power in our hand, and our fields and our vineyards are for the nobles.” 6 And I was very distressed as I heard their outcry and these words. 7 And my heart deliberated within me, and I quarreled with the nobles and the rulers and said to them, “Will a man demand from his brother what you are demanding?” And I called a great assembly for them. 8 And I said to them, “We have voluntarily acquired our Judean brothers who were being sold to the nations. And you are selling our brothers.” And they were silent and could not find a word. 9 And I said, “The thing that you are doing is not good. You shall not depart in this way, in the fear of our God, from the reproach of our enemies.” 10 And my brothers and my acquaintances and I put up money and grain for ourselves. And we gave up the right to demand this back. 11 Return now these today: their fields, their vineyards, their olive tree, and their houses. And bring out for them from the money, the grain, and the wine.” 12 And they said, “We will give these back and not seek them from them. Thus, we will do just as you say.” And I called the priests and made them swear to do according to this word. 13 And I shook out my garment and said, “Thus may God shake out every man from his house and from his labor who does not establish this word, and thus they will be shaken out and emptied.” And all the assembly said, “Amen,” and praised the Lord, and the people did this word. 

14 From the day that he commanded me to be their ruler in the land of Judah, from the twentieth year even until the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, twelve years, I and our brothers ate nothing of violence from them. 15 And as for the first acts of violence, with which they burdened them before me, they also took the last money from them for bread and wine, forty didrachmas. And their outcasts exercise authority over the people, but I did not do so, from the face of the fear of God. 16 And I did not take possession over them by the work on the wall. I did not acquire a field, and all who were gathered together were there for the work. 17 And the Judeans, one hundred and fifty men, and those who came to us from the nations around us, were at my table. 18 And what was prepared for one day was one calf, and choice sheep, and they were preparing a goat for me and among ten days wine in abundance with everything, and I did not seek bread of violence with them, because the service was heavy upon this people. 19 Remember me, O God, for good, for all that I have done for this people. 




The Completion of the Project

16 And it happened, when it was heard by Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that the wall was built, there was no breath left in them. Up to that time I had not set up doors in the gates. 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come and let us meet together in the villages in the plain of Ono.” Now they were plotting to do harm to me. 3 So I sent messengers to them saying, “I am doing a great work, and I will not be able to come down, in case the work stops. Whenever I finish it, I will come down to you.” 4 And they sent to me like this word, and I sent to them in accordance with this. 5 And Sanballat sent his servant to me, and an open letter was in his hand. 6 And in it was written, “It was heard among the nations that you and the Judeans are plotting to rebel. Because of this you are building the wall, and you will be their king. 7 And in addition to these, you have set up prophets for yourself so that you might sit in Jerusalem as king over Judah. And now these words will be reported to the king. So now come, let us deliberate together.” 8 Then I sent to him, saying, “It did not happen like these words that you are saying, because you are speaking them falsely from your heart.” 9 Because they were all trying to alarm us, saying, “Their hands will fail from this work, and it shall not be done.” But now I strengthened my hands. 

10 And I entered into the house of Shimei, son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, since he was confined. And he said, “Let us gather together into the house of God, in the midst of it, and let us shut its doors, because they are coming by night to kill you.” 11 And I said, “Who is the man who will enter into the house and live?” 12 And I perceived, and behold, God had not sent him, because the prophecy was a message against me, and Tobias and Sanballat had hired 13 a crowd against me, that I might fear and act accordingly, and sin, and become for them a bad name so that they might taunt me. 14 Remember, O God, Tobiah and Sanballat, as these deeds of his, and Neariah the prophet and the rest of the priests who were trying to terrify me. 15 And the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 And it happened, when our enemies heard, and all the nations around us were afraid, and great fear fell on their eyes, and they knew that this work came to be completed from our God. 17 And in those days letters from many of the nobles of Judah were going to Tobias, and those of Tobiah were coming to them, 18 because many in Judah were bound by oath to him, because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah, son of Arah, and his son Jehohanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam, son of Berechiah, as wife. 19 And they were telling me his words and were conveying my words to him, and Tobias sent letters to terrify me. 




The Roster of the Returnees

17 Now it happened, when the wall was built, that I set up the doors, and the gatekeepers and the singers and the Levites were inspected. 2 And I commanded my brother Hananiah and Hananiah, ruler of the palace in Jerusalem, because he was a truthful man and feared God more than many, 3 and I said to them, “The gates of Jerusalem will not be opened until at the same time as the sun, and while they are still awake let the doors be shut and locked. And set up advance guards from those who live in Jerusalem, each man at his outpost and each man opposite his house.” 4 And the city was wide and big, and the people in it were few, and no houses were built. 

5 And God put it into my heart, and I assembled the nobles and the rulers and the people into a company. And I found a document of the company who went up first, and I found written in it: 6 And these are the sons of the territory who went up from the captivity of the exile which Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had exiled, and he returned to Jerusalem and to Judah, each man to his city, 7 with Zerubbabel and Joshua, and Nehemiah, Azariah, Naamia, Naemanei, Maldocheos, Bilshan, Maspheran, Esra, Batoei, Nahum, Baanah, and Mispar, men of the peoplea of Israel: 8 sons of Parosh, two thousand one hundred and seventy-two; 9 sons of Shephatiah, three hundred and seventy-two; 10 children sons of Arah, six hundred and fifty-two; 11 sons of Pahath-moab, in reference to the sons of Joshua and Joab, two thousand eight hundred and eighteen; 12 sons of Elam, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four; 13 sons of Zattu, eight hundred and forty; 14 sons of Zathou, eight hundred and sixty; 15 sons of Binnui, six hundred and forty-eight; 16 sons of Bebai, six hundred and twenty-eight; 17 sons of Azgad, two thousand three hundred and twenty-eight; 18 sons of Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-seven; 19 sons of Bigvai, two thousand and sixty-seven; 20 sons of Adin, six hundred and fifty-five; 21 sons of Ater, in reference to Hezekiah, ninety-eight; 22 sons of Hashum, three hundred and twenty-eight; 23 sons of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-four; 24 sons of Hariph, one hundred and twelve; 25 sons of Gibeon, ninety-five; 28 men of Beth-azmaveth, forty-two; 29 men of Kiriath-jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and twenty-one; 30 men of Ramah and Tamal, six hundred and twenty-one; 31 men of Michmash, one hundred and twenty-two; 32 men of Bethel and Aiah, one hundred and twenty-three; 33 men of Nebo, fifty-two; 34 men of Elam, one thousand two hundred and fifty; 35 sons of Harim, three hundred and twenty; 36 sons of Jericho, three hundred and forty-five; 37 sons of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-one; 38 sons of Senaah, nine hundred and thirty. 39 The priests: sons of Jehoiada, for the house of Joshua, nine hundred and seventy-three; 40 sons of Emmer, one thousand and fifty-two; 41 sons of Pashhur, one thousand two hundred and forty-seven; 42 sons of Harim, one thousand and seventeen. 43 The Levites: the sons of Joshua, in reference to Kadmiel, in reference to the sons of Hodevah, seventy-four. 44 The singers: sons of Asaph, one hundred and forty-eight. 45 The gatekeepers: sons of Shallum, sons of Ater, son of Ater, sons of Talmon, sons of Akkub, sons of Hatita, sons of Shobai, one hundred and thirty-eight. 46 The temple servants: sons of Ziha, sons of Hasupha, sons of Gabaoth, 47 sons of Keros, sons of Ziha, sons of Padon, 48 sons of Lebana, sons of Hagabah, sons of Shalmai, 49 sons of Hanan, sons of Giddel, 50 sons of Reaiah, sons of Rezin, sons of Nekoda, 51 sons of Gazzam, sons of Uzzi, sons of Paseah, 52 sons of Besai, sons of Meunim, sons of Nephushesim, 53 sons of Bakbuk, sons of Hakupha, sons of Harhur, 54 sons of Bazluth, sons of Mehida, sons of Hadashah, 55 sons of Barkos, sons of Sisera, sons of Hemath, 56 sons of Aseia, sons of Hatipha. 57 Sons of the servants of Solomon: sons of Sotai, sons of Sophereth, sons of Perida, 58 sons of Jaala, sons of Darkon, sons of Giddel, 59 sons of Shephatiah, sons of Hattil, sons of Pochereth, sons of Sabaim, sons of Amon. 60 All the temple servants and the sons of the servants of Solomon were three hundred and ninety-two. 61 And these went up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addon, Immer, and they were not able to verify their ancestral houses and their seed, whether they were from Israel: 62 sons of Delaiah, sons of Tobiah, sons of Nekoda, six hundred and forty-two. 63 And from the priests: sons of Hobaiah, sons of Hakkoz, sons of Barzillai, because they had taken wives from the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite and were called by their name. 64 These sought their record of the company, but it was not found, and they were made near kin from the priesthood. 65 And Athersatha spoke up so that they would not eat from the holy of holies until the priest should arise to enlighten. 66 And all the assembly was about forty-two thousand three hundred and eight, 67 besides their male servants and their female servants—these were three hundred and thirty-seven—and two hundred and forty-five male singers and female singers; 69 atwo thousand and seven hundred donkeys. 70 And some of part of the rulers of the ancestral families gave to the work of Nehemiah, to the treasury, one thousand gold coins, fifty bowls, and thirty stands for the priests. 71 And some of the rulers of the ancestral families placed in the treasury of the year: twenty thousand gold coins and two thousand and two hundred minas of silver, 72 and sixty-seven mechonoth for the priests. 73 And the priests and the Levites and the gatekeepers and the singers and those from the people and the temple servants and all Israel settled in their cities. 




The Public Reading of the Law

18 bAnd the seventh month came, and the sons of Israel were in their cities. And all the people assembled as one man to the square that is before the water gate, and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the document of the law of Moses, which was commanded to Israel. 2 And Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, from man to woman and everyone who understands, to listen on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read in it from the time the sun rose until half the day, opposite the men and the women, and they were understanding, and the ears of all the people were to the document of the law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform, and there stood beside him Mattithiah and Shemaiah and Hananiah and Uriah and Hilkiah and Maaseiah on his right, and on his left, Pedaiah and Mishael and Malchijah and Zechariah. 5 And Ezra opened the document before all the people, because he was above the people, and it happened, when he opened it, all the people stood. 6 And he blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered and said, “Amen,” and they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their face to the ground. 7 And Joshua and Benaiah and Sherebiah were instructing the people in the law, and the people were in their place. 8 And they read in the document of the law of God, and Ezra was instructing and teaching on the knowledge of the Lord, and the people understood during the reading. 9 And Nehemiah spoke, along with Ezra the priest and scribe and the Levites instructing the people, and they said to all the people, “Today is holy to the Lord our God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the law. 10 And he said to them, “Go, eat fat, and drink sweet wine, and send portions to those who do not have, because today is holy to our Lord, and do not collapse, for he is our strength.” 11 And the Levites were silencing the people, saying, “Keep silent, because today is holy, and do not be downcast.” 12 And all the people departed to eat and to drink and to send portions and to make great merriment, because they had understood by the words that were explained to them. 

13 And on the second day the rulers of the ancestral families gathered, together with all the people, the priests, and the Levites, to Ezra the scribe, to attend to all the words of the law. 14 And they found written in the law that the Lord had commanded Moses that the children of Israel should reside in tents during a feast in the seventh month, 15 and that they should sound trumpets in all their cities and in Jerusalem. Then Ezra said, “Go out to the mountain and bring foliage of olive trees and foliage of cypress wood and foliage of myrtle and foliage of date palm and foliage of thick wood to make tents, in accordance with what is written.” 16 So the people went out and brought them and made tents for themselves, each man on his housetop, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God and in the broad places of the city and as far as the gate of Ephraim. 17 And all the assembly, those who had returned from captivity, made tents and dwelled in tents, because from the days of Joshua, son of Nun, until that day the children of Israel had not done so. And there was great merriment. 18 And day by day, he read in the document of the law of God, from the first day until the last day, and they observed the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was a culmination. 




The Nation’s Response

19 And on the twenty-fourth day of this month the children of Israel assembled with fasting and with sackcloth. 2 And the children of Israel were separated from every foreign son, and they stood and confessed their sins and the transgressions of their ancestors. 3 And they stood in their position and read from the document of the law of their God, and were confessing to the Lord and doing obeisance to their God. 4 And Joshua and the sons of Kadmiel, the son of Sherebiah, sons of Arabia, stood at the ascent of the Levites and cried out with a great voice to the Lord, their God. 5 And the Levites, Joshua and Kadmiel, said, “Stand up, bless the Lord, our God, from eternity to eternity, and they will bless your glorious name and exalt it with every blessing and praise.” 6 And Ezra said, “You yourself are the Lord alone. You made heaven of heaven and all their position, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them, and you make everything alive, and the armies of heaven do obeisance to you. 7 You are God. You chose Abram and led him out from the territory of the Chaldeans and placed upon him a name, Abraham, 8 and you found his heart trustworthy before you and established a covenant with him and his seed to give him the land of the Canaanites and Hittites and Amorites and Perizzites and Jebusites and Girgashites, and you established your words, because you are righteous. 9 And you saw the humiliation of our ancestors in Egypt and heard their outcry at the Red Sea. 10 And you gave signs in Egypt against Pharaoh and against all his servants and against all the people of his land, because you knew that they had acted arrogantly against them, and you made a name for yourself, as it is this day. 11 And you split the sea before them, and they went by in the midst of the sea on dry land, and those who were pursuing them you threw into the deep, like a stone in mighty water. 12 And with a pillar of cloud you led them by day, and with a pillar of fire at night, in order to give them light on the way in which they should go in it. 13 And you came down upon Mount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven and gave them straightforward judgments and truthful laws and ordinances and good commandments. 14 And you made known your holy sabbath to them. You commanded them commandments and ordinances and law by the hand of Moses, your servant. 15 And you gave them bread from heaven in their famine, and you brought forth water from a rock for them in their thirst, and you told them to enter to possess the land over which you stretched out your hand to give them. 16 And they stiffened their neck and did not listen to your commandments, 17 and they refused to listen and did not pay attention to your wonders that you performed with them, and they stiffened their neck, and they gave a beginning to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a merciful and compassionate God, patient and very forgiving, and you did not forsake them. 18 Furthermore, they also made for themselves a molten calf and said, ‘These are the gods who led us out from Egypt,’ and they made great provocations. 19 And you in your great mercies did not forsake them in the wilderness. You did not turn away from them the pillar of cloud to lead them by day in the way and the pillar of fire to illuminate for them by night the way in which they should go in it. 20 And you gave your good spirit to instruct them and did not withhold your manna from their mouth and you gave them water for their thirst. 21 And forty years you supported them in the wilderness; there was no lack. Their garments did not grow old and their feet were not bruised. 22 And you gave them kingdoms and allotted peoples to them, and they took possession of the land of Sihon and the land of Og, king of Bashan. 23 And you multiplied their children like the stars of the heaven, and you brought them into the land that you told their fathers, and they took possession of it. 24 And you destroyed before them the residents of the land of the Canaanites and gave them and their kings and the peoples of the land into their hands, to do with them as was acceptable before them. 25 And they captured fortified cities and took possession of houses full of all good things, hewn cisterns, vineyards, and olive groves, and all kinds of fruit trees in abundance, and they ate and were filled and grew fat and delighted themselves in your great goodness. 26 But they changed and departed from you and cast your law behind their body and killed your prophets, who warned them to return them to you, and they committed great provocations. 27 And you gave them into the hand of those who oppressed them, and they oppressed them. And they cried out to you in the time of their oppression, and you heard from your heaven, and in your great mercies you gave them deliverers and you delivered them from the hand of those oppressing them. 28 And as they rested, they returned to doing evil before you, and you abandoned them into the hands of their enemies, and they ruled among them. And again they cried out to you, and you listened from heaven and rescued them in your great mercies. 29 And you determined with them to return them to your law, and they did not listen, but sinned against your commandments and your judgments, which a person who has done them will live by them. And they offered a disobedient back and they stiffened their neck and did not listen. 30 And you lasted with them many years and warned them by your spirit, by the hand of your prophets, and they did not listen and you gave them into the hand of the peoples of the land. 31 And you in your great mercies did not make an end of them and you did not forsake them, for you are strong and merciful and compassionate. 32 And now, our strong, great, mighty, and awesome God, who keeps your covenant and your mercy, let all the hardship not become diminished before you, which found us and our kings and our rulers and our priests and our prophets and our fathers and among all your people from the days of the kings of Assyria even until this day. 33 And you are righteous in all that has come upon us, for you acted truthfully, and we did wrong. 34 And our kings and our rulers and our priests and our fathers did not carry out your law and did not give heed to your commandments and your testimonies about which you warned them. 35 And they, in your reign and in great goodness that you gave them and in the wide and rich land that you set before them, would not serve you and did not turn back from their evil habits. 36 Behold, we are slaves today, and the land that you gave our fathers to eat its fruit, 37 belongs to the kings whom you gave over us in our sins, and they exercise authority over our bodies and over our livestock as is acceptable to them, and we are in great affliction.” 38 aAnd in all this we are establishing faithfulness and writing it down, and our rulers, our Levites, and our priests are sealing it. 




The Nation’s Commitment

20 And over those affixing seals were Nehemiah, son of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah, 2 son of Seraiah, and Azariah, and Jeremiah, 3 Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 4 Tous, Ebanei, Malluch, 5 Harim, Ameramos, Obadiah, 6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 8 Nadeia, Belseia, Shemaiah. These are the priests. 9 And the Levites were Joshua, son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel 10 and his brothers, Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kanta, 12 Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 13 Hodiah, sons of Beniamein. 14 The rulers of the people were Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu. The sons of Bani were 15 Azgad, Bebai, 16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17 Ater, Hezekiah, Adour, 18 Hodiah, Hashum, Besai, 19 Hariph, Anathoth, Bonai 20 Bagaphes, Meshullam, Hezir, 21 Meshezabel, Zadok, 22 Pelatiah, Hanan, Aia, 23 Osee, Hananiah, Hasshub, 24 Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 25 Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26 and Ara, Enan, Anan, 27 Malluch, Harim, and Baanah. 

28 And the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple servants, and all those who turn to the law of God away from the peoples of the land, their wives, their sons, their daughters, everyone who sees and understands, 29 were prevailing against their brothers, and they cursed them and entered into a curse and an oath to go in the law of God, which was given by the hand of Moses, slave of God, to observe and to do all the commandments of our God and his judgments, 30 and in order not to give our daughters to the peoples of the land. And we will not take their daughters for our sons. 31 And the peoples of the land who bring merchandise and any sale on the sabbath day to sell, we will not buy from them on the sabbath and on a holy day. 32 And we will lay upon ourselves a command to give from ourselves one-third of a didrachma per year for the service of the house of our God, 33 for the bread of the face and the sacrifice of perpetuity and for the whole burnt offering of the perpetuity of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the feasts, and for the sacred things, and the things for sins to propitiate for Israel and for the work of the house of our God. 34 And we, the priests and the Levites and the people, cast lots for the task of carrying wood, to bring it for the house of our God, for the houses of our ancestral families, for seasons of the times, year by year, to burn on the altar of our God, as it is written in the document, 35 and to bring the firstfruits of our land and the firstfruits of the fruit of every tree, year by year, for the house, 36 and to bring the firstborn of our sons and our livestock, as it is written in the law, and the firstborn of our cattle and our flocks for the house of our God, for the priests who minister in the house of our God. 37 And we will bring the firstfruits of our grain and the fruit of every tree, wine and olive oil, for the priests, to the treasury of the house of God, and the tithe of our land for the Levites. And the Levites themselves are collecting tithes in all the cities of our service, 38 and the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites in the tithe of the Levites, and the Levites shall bring the tithe of the tithe to the house of our God, to the treasury at the house of God. 39 Because the sons of Israel and the Levites shall bring into the treasury firstfruits of the grain and the wine and the olive oil, and the sacred vessels and the priests who minister and the gatekeepers and the singers are there. And we will not forsake the house of our God. 




The Repopulation of Jerusalem

21 And the rulers of the people lived in Jerusalem, and the rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of ten to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine-tenths remained in the other cities. 2 And the people blessed all the men who offered willingly to live in Jerusalem. 3 And these are the rulers of the territory who lived in Jerusalem and in the cities of Judah: they lived, each man on his possession, in their cities: Israel, the priests, and the Levites and the sons of the slaves of Solomon. 4 And in Jerusalem lived some of the sons of Judah and some of the sons of Benjamin. Of the sons of Judah: Athaiah, son of Uzziah, a son of Zechariah, a son of Amariah, a son of Shephatiah, a son of Mahalalel, and some of the sons of Phares. 5 And Maaseiah, son of Baruch, son of Col-hozeh, son of Jaaziah, son of Adaiah, son of Joiarib, son of Thezia, son of the Delone. 6 All the sons of Phares, those who lived in Jerusalem, were four hundred and sixty-eight men of power. 7 And these are the sons of Benjamin: Shiloh, son of Meshullam, son of Joed, son of Pedaiah, son of Kelaiah, son of Magael, son of Ithiel, son of Jeshaiah. 8 And after him Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred and twenty-eight. 9 And Joel, son of Zichri, was overseer over them, and Judah, son of Hassenuah, was second over the city. 10 From the priests: also Jehdeiah, son of Joiarib, Jachin, 11 Seraiah, son of Hilkiah, son of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son of Meraioth, son of Apoboch, opposite the house of God. 12 And their brothers who did the work of the house: Amasai, son of Zechariah, son of Pashhur, son of Malchijah, 13 rulers of the ancestral families, two hundred and forty-two. And Amashsai, son of Azarel, 14 and his brothers, strong in battle, one hundred and twenty-eight, and the overseer was Zabdiel. 15 And from the Levites: Shemaiah, son of Hasshub, son of Abiezrites, 17 and Mattaniah, son of Mica, and Obed, son of Shammua, 18 two hundred and eighty-four. 19 And the gatekeepers: Akkub, Talmon, and their brothers, one hundred and seventy-two. 22 And overseer of the Levites was the son of Bani, Uzzi, son of Hashabiah, son of Mica, from the sons of Asaph, who sing opposite the work of the house of God, 23 because there was a command of the king for them. 24 And Pethahiah, son of Baseza, was at the hand of the king for every word to the people. 25 Now with respect to the villages with their fields, some of the sons of Judah lived in Kiriath-arba 26 and in Jeshua 27 and in Beer-sheba, 30 and their villages were Lachish and its fields, and they encamped in Beer-sheba. 31 And the sons of Benjamin were from Geba and Michmash. 36 And from the Levites were part of Judah for Benjamin. 




The Roster of Religious Leaders

22 And these are the priests and the Levites who went up with Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, and Joshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 2 Amariah, Malluch, 3 Shecaniah. 7 These were the rulers of the priests and their brothers in the days of Joshua. 8 aAnd the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah. He and his brothers were over the hands, in the daily divisions. 10 And Joshua begat Jehoiakim, and Jehoiakim begat Eliashib, and Eliashib, Jehoiada, 11 and Jehoiada begat Jonathan, and Jonathan begat Jaddua. 12 And in days of Jehoiakim, his brothers, the priests and the rulers of the ancestral families were: for Seraiah, Meraiah; for Jeremiah, 13 for Ezra, Meshullam; for Amariah, Johanan; 14 for Malluchi. 22 The Levites, in the days of Eliashib, Joiada and Johanan and Iadou, were recorded as the rulers of the ancestral families and priests in the reign of Darius the Persian. 23 Sons of Levi were rulers of the ancestral families, having been written in the document of the accounts of the days, even until the days of Johanan, son of Eliashib. 24 And the rulers of the Levites, Hashabiah and Sherebiah and Jeshua and the sons of Kadmiel, and their brothers were over against them to sing hymns to praise by the commandment of David, the man of God, division by division, 25 when I gathered the gatekeepers 26 in the days of Jehoiakim, son of Joshua, son of Josedech, in the days of Nehemiah. And Ezra was the priest and the scribe. 

The Dedication of the Walls

27 And at the rededication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites in their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to celebrate a feast of renovation and merriment with tholathab and with songs, while playing the cymbals and harps. 28 And the sons of the singers and some from the region round about Jerusalem and some from the villages assembled, 29 and some from the fields, because the singers in Jerusalem built villages for themselves. 30 And the priests and the Levites were cleansed, and they cleansed the people and the gatekeepers and the wall. 31 And they brought the rulers of Judah up onto the wall. 32 And after them went Hoshaiah and half the rulers of Judah 33 and Zechariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, 34 Judah and Benjamin and Shemaiah and Jeremiah, 35 and some of the sons of the priests with trumpets: Zechariah, son of Jonathan, son of Shemaiah, son of Mathania, son of Micaiah, son of Zaccur, son of Asaph. 36 And his brothers were Shemaiah and Azarel, to praise with the songs of David, the man of God, and Ezra the scribe was in front of them 37 at the gate of Ain, opposite them. And they went up to the stairs of the city of David, in the ascent of the wall above the house of David and as far as the gate of water 39 of Ephraim and to the fish gate and to the tower of Hananel and as far as the sheep gate. 42 And the singers were heard and inspected. 43 And they offered great sacrifices on that day and they rejoiced, because God had gladdened them greatly, and their wives and their children rejoiced, and the merriment was heard in Jerusalem from far away. 

44 And on that day they appointed men over the treasury for the stores, for the first fruits, and for the tithes, and for the things collected in them for the rulers of the cities, portions for the priests and for the Levites, because there was merriment in Judah over the priests and over the Levites who were appointed. 45 And they guarded the guard stations of their God and the guard stations for the purification and the singers and the gatekeepers, according to the commandment of David and his son Solomon. 46 Because in the days of David, Asaph from the beginning was the first of those who sing songs and hymns and praise to God. 47 And in the days of Zerubbabel all Israel was giving portions for the singers and the gatekeepers, a directive of a day in its day, and were sanctifying for the Levites, and the Levites were sanctifying for the sons of Aaron. 




Nehemiah’s Final Reforms

23 On that day it was read from the document of Moses in the hearing of the people, and it was found written in it that Ammonites and Moabites should not enter the assembly of God until eternity, 2 because they did not meet the sons of Israel with bread and with water, but hired Balaam to curse against him,a and our God turned the curse into a blessing. 3 And it happened, when they heard the law, all mixed peoples in Israel were separated. 

4 And before this, Eliashib the priest, while living in the treasury of the house of our God, being next of kin to Tobiah, 5 also prepared for him a large treasure chamber, and there they had previously put the manna and the frankincense and the vessels and the tithe of the grain and of the wine and of the olive oil (a commandment of the Levites and of the singers and of the gatekeepers) and the first fruits of the priests. 6 And in all this I was not in Jerusalem, because in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, king of Babylon, I went to the king. And after the end of days I asked of the king, 7 and I went to Jerusalem. And I understood the wrong,b to prepare for him a treasure chamber in the court of the house of God. 8 And it seemed very bad to me, and I threw all the vessels of the house of Tobiah from the treasure chamber. 9 And I spoke, and they cleansed the treasury, and I returned there the vessels of the house of God, the manna and the frankincense. 

10 And I knew that the portions of the Levites had not been given, and the Levites and the singers, doing their work, had fled, each man to his field. 11 And I quarreled and said, “On what account was the house of God forsaken?” And I assembled them and set them in their position. 12 And all Judah brought a tithe of wheat and of wine and of olive oil to the treasury 13 upon the hand of Shelemiah the priest and Zadok the scribe and Pedaiah from the Levites. And upon their hand was Hanan, son of Zaccur, son of Mattaniah, because they were considered trustworthy to them to distribute to their brothers. 14 Remember me, O God, in this, and do not let my mercy that I did in the house of the Lord God be wiped out. 

15 In those days I saw in Judah those treading winepresses on the sabbath and bringing in sheaves and loading them on the donkeys and also bringing to Jerusalem on the sabbath day wine, grapes, and figs, and every type of burden, and I considered them on the day of their sale. 16 And they settled in it, bringing fish and all kinds of merchandise to sell on the sabbath to the sons of Judah, and in Jerusalem. 17 And I quarreled with the free sons of Judah and said to them, “What is this evil thing that you are doing, profaning the day of the sabbath? 18 Did not your fathers act in this way? And our God brought upon them and upon us all these bad things and upon this city. And you are adding wrath to Israel by profaning the sabbath.” 19 And it happened, when the gates of Jerusalem settled down before the sabbath, and they shut the gates, I spoke so that they would not be opened until after the sabbath. And I stationed at the gates so that no one would carry burdens on the day of the sabbath. 20 And they all spent the night and made sales outside Jerusalem once and twice. 21 And I warned them and said to them, “On what account are you spending the night in front of the wall? If you do it again I will stretch out my hand against you.” From that time on they did not come on the sabbath. 22 And I spoke to the Levites who were cleansing themselves and were coming, guarding the gates, to keep the sabbath day holy. Remember me for these things, O God, and spare me according to the abundance of your mercies. 

23 And in those days I saw the Judeans who lived with women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab, 24 (and half of their sons are speaking the language of Ashdod and do not know how to speak the language of Judea), 25 and I quarreled with them and cursed them and struck the men among them, and I made them swear by God, “If you give your daughters to their sons and if you take from their daughters for your sons! 26 Did not Solomon, king of Israel, sin in this way? And among many nations there was no king like him. And he was loved by God, and God gave him as king over all Israel. And foreign wives perverted this man. 27 And shall we listen to you to do all this evil, to be faithless with our God to live with foreign wives?” 28 And one of the sons of Jehoiada, the son of Eliashib, the great priest—he was the son-in-law of Sanballat—and I expelled him from me. 29 Remember them, O God, because of their close kinship to the priesthood and the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites. 30 And I cleansed them from all estrangement,a and established divisions for the priests and the Levites, each man according to his work, 31 and the gift of the wood carriers, in seasons of the times, and in the first fruits. Remember me, O our God, for goodness. 





PSALMS




The Ways of the Righteous and Ungodly Contrasted

1 Blessed is the man 

who does not go in the counsel of the ungodly, 

and does not stand in the way of sinners, 

and does not sit in t he seat of evil persons. 

2 But rather his will is focused on the law of the Lord, 

and in his law he will meditate day and night. 

3 He will be like the tree 

that has been planted along the streams of the rivers, 

which will give its fruit in its season. 

And its leaf will not fall off. 

In all things, however much he does, 

he will be given prosperity. 

4 Not so the ungodly, not so! 

But rather, they are like the chaff 

that the wind spreads abroad away from the face of the earth. 

5 On this account the ungodly will not stand up in the judgment, 

nor will the sinful stand in the council of the righteous, 

6 because the Lord knows the way of the righteous; 

but the way of the ungodly will perish. 




The Reign of the Lord’s Anointed

2 Why were the nations unruly, 

and the people meditated on vain things? 

2 The kings of the earth are present, 

and the rulers are gathered together 

against the Lord 

and against his anointed one. 

3 They say, “Let us break their bonds,” 

and “Let us throw their yoke off us.” 

4 The one dwelling in the heavens will laugh at them, 

and the Lord will mock them. 

5 At that time he will speak against them in his wrath, 

and in his anger he will bring trouble to them. 

6 “But I was appointed by him 

in Mount Zion, his holy place, 

7 announcing the ordinance of the Lord. 

The Lord said to me, ‘You are my son; 

today I have fathered you. 

8 Ask from me, and I will give to you the nations as your inheritance, 

and as your possession the ends of the earth. 

9 You will rule them with a steel rod. 

Like a vessel of a potter you will break them.’ ” 

10 And now, O kings, understand; 

be educated, all who judge the earth. 

11 Serve the Lord with fear 

and rejoice exceedingly because of him with trembling. 

12 Take hold of instruction, 

in case the Lord become angry, 

and you perish from the righteous way 

when his anger burns out quickly. 

Blessed are all who trust in him. 




Salvation Is the Lord’s

3 A PSALM OF DAVID WHEN HE ESCAPED FROM THE FACE OF HIS SON, ABSALOM. 

2 Lord, why are the ones afflicting me increased? 

Many rise up against me. 

3 Many say to my soul, 

“There is no salvation with his God.” 

4 But you, O Lord, are my helper, 

my glory, even raising my head up high. 

5 With my voice I cried aloud to the Lord, 

and he heard me from his holy mountain. 

6 I went to bed and fell asleep. 

I awoke, because the Lord will help me. 

7 I will not be frightened by the myriads of people 

who set themselves in a circle around me. 

8 Stand up, O Lord! 

Save me, O my God, 

because you struck down all those hating me pointlessly. 

You broke the teeth of the sinners. 

9 Salvation is the Lord’s, 

and your blessing is upon your people. 




An Evening Prayer of Trust

4 FOR THE END, AMONG THE PSALMS, A SONG OF DAVID. 

2 When I called, the God of my righteousness heard me. 

In tribulation you made room for me. 

Have mercy upon me and hearken to my prayer. 

3 Sons of humans, how long are you slow of heart? 

Why do you love vanity and seek a lie? 

4 Know that the Lord magnifies his holy one. 

The Lord will hear me when I have cried out to him. 

5 Be angry and do not sin. 

For what you say in your heart, 

let your conscience be pained upon your beds. 

6 Offer a sacrifice of righteousness 

and place your hope in the Lord. 

7 Many are saying, “Who will show for us good things?” 

The light of your face, O Lord, was manifested upon us. 

8 You gave cheerfulness into my heart. 

From the fruit of their grain and wine and olive oil they were satisfied. 

9 In complete peace I will go to bed and fall asleep, 

because you alone, O Lord, make me dwell me in hope. 




The Shield of Good Will

5 FOR THE END, ON BEHALF OF THE INHERITANCE, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

2 Listen to my words, O Lord; 

understand my crying. 

3 Pay attention to the voice of my supplication, my King and my God, 

because to you I will pray, O Lord. 

4 Early in the day you will hear my voice. 

Early in the day I will approach you and gaze upon you, 

5 because you are not a God who wants evil, 

nor will you dwell beside one who acts wickedly. 

6 No lawless persons will remain before your eyes. 

You hate, O Lord, all those working lawlessness. 

7 You will destroy all those speaking falsehood. 

The Lord detests a man of bloodshed and deceitfulness. 

8 But I will enter into your house in the multitude of your mercy; 

I will worship at your holy temple in the fear of you. 

9 Lord, lead me in your righteousness because of my enemies. 

Make my way straight before you, 

10 because there is no truth in their mouth. 

Their heart is vain. 

Their throat is an opened grave. 

With their tongue they deal treacherously. 

11 Judge them, O God. 

Let them fall from their deliberations 

according to the greatness of their ungodliness. 

Expel them because they provoked you, O Lord. 

12 And let all who place their hope upon you rejoice in you for eternity. 

They will be cheerful exceedingly, 

and you shall dwell among them, 

and all who love your name will exult in you. 

13 For you bless the righteous one, O Lord; 

you crowned us as with a shield of good will. 




A Bed of Tears

6 FOR THE END, AMONG HYMNS UPON THE EIGHTH, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

2 O Lord, do not reprove me with your anger, 

nor correct me with your wrath. 

3 Have mercy on me, O Lord, because I am weak. 

Heal me, because my bones were troubled. 

4 My soul was troubled very much. 

But you, O Lord, for how long? 

5 Turn, O Lord; rescue my soul. 

Save me on account of your mercy, 

6 because there is no one who remembers you in death, 

and in Hades who will confess you? 

7 I grew weary with my groaning. 

I will wash my bed each night; 

with my tears I will drench my bedspread. 

8 My eye was troubled from anger. 

I became worn out among all my enemies. 

9 Keep away from me, all who work lawlessness, 

because the Lord heard the sound of my weeping. 

10 The Lord heard my supplication; 

the Lord accepted my prayer. 

11 May all my enemies be put to shame and very much troubled. 

May they return and quickly be very ashamed. 




A Prayer for Justice

7 A PSALM OF DAVID, WHICH HE SANG TO THE LORD CONCERNING THE WORDS OF HUSHAI, A BENJAMITE. 

2 O Lord, my God, in you I placed my hope. 

Save me from all those pursuing me and rescue me, 

3 lest he snatch my soul as a lion 

while there is no one to redeem nor to save. 

4 O Lord, my God, if I did this, 

if there is injustice in my hands, 

5 if I returned evil to those repaying good to me, 

may I then perish empty from my enemies. 

6 Therefore let the enemy pursue my soul, 

and let him seize it, 

and let him trample my life to the earth, 

and let him cause my glory to dwell in the dust. 

7 Rise up, O Lord, in your wrath. 

Be lifted high among the boundaries of my enemies. 

Awake, O Lord, my God, 

with the command that you ordered. 

8 And the gathering of the people will surround you 

and return for this into the heights. 

9 The Lord will judge the peoples. 

Judge me, O Lord, according to my righteousness 

and according to my innocence in me. 

10 Let the wickedness of the sinners indeed be ended. 

And make straight the righteous one 

by examining hearts and minds, O God. 

11 My help is righteous from God, 

who saves those who are right in their heart. 

12 God is a righteous judge, and strong and longsuffering, 

not bringing wrath each and every day. 

13 If you do not repent, he will polish and make ready his large sword. 

He stretched out his bow and prepared it. 

14 And with it he prepared an implement of death; 

he completed his arrows against those burning ones. 

15 Look, he labored and produced lawlessness; 

he conceived toil and fathered injustice. 

16 He dug a pit, and he dug it up, 

and he will fall into the hole that he made. 

17 His labor will return unto his head, 

and his injustice will come down on the top of his head. 

18 I will give thanks to the Lord according to his righteousness, 

and I will sing to the name of the Lord, the Most High. 




Man’s Reign over Creation

8 FOR THE END, ON BEHALF OF THE WINEPRESS, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

2 O Lord, our Lord, how wonderful is your name in all the earth, 

because your magnificence was lifted up far above the heavens. 

3 From the mouth of infants and nursing babies you created praise, 

on account of your enemies, 

to destroy the enemy and the avenger. 

4 Because I will see the heavens, 

the works of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars, 

which you laid down. 

5 What is a mana that you remember him? 

Or a son of a man that you observe him? 

6 You made him somewhat less than angels; 

you crowned him with glory and honor. 

7 And you appointed him over the works of your hands. 

You arranged all things under his feet, 

8 all sheep and oxen, 

and even still the livestock of the plains, 

9 the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, 

the creatures that go through the paths of the seas. 

10 O Lord, our Lord, how wonderful is your name in all the earth. 




Rise Up, O Lord

9 FOR THE END, ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETS OF THE SON, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

2 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart. 

I will set out in detail all your marvelous deeds. 

3 I will be cheerful and rejoice exceedingly in you. 

I will sing to your name, O Highest One! 

4 When my enemy is turned away backwards, 

they will be weak and perish from your face, 

5 because you executed my judgment and my cause. 

You sat upon the throne, you who decides righteousness. 

6 You rebuked the nations, 

and the ungodly one perished. 

You blotted out their name for eternity, 

and for eternity of eternity. 

7 The swords of the enemy finally came to an end, 

and you took down their cities. 

The memory of them perished with a sound. 

8 But the Lord remains for eternity. 

He prepared his throne with judgment. 

9 And he will judge the inhabited world with righteousness. 

He will judge the peoples with uprightness. 

10 And the Lord became a place of refuge for the poor, 

a helper in the times in affliction. 

11 And let the ones who know your name hope in you, 

because you did not leave behind the ones seeking you, O Lord. 

12 Sing to the Lord who dwells in Zion. 

Report his practices among the nations, 

13 because the one who demands an account for bloodshed remembered them. 

He did not forget the entreaty of the poor. 

14 Have mercy on me, O Lord. 

See my lowliness from my enemies. 

You are the one who lifts me from the gates of death, 

15 that I would proclaim all your praises 

among the gates of the daughter of Zion. 

I will rejoice greatly at your salvation. 

16 The nations were stuck in the destruction that they made; 

in this trap, which they hid, their foot is caught. 

17 The Lord is known as the one making judgments; 

the sinful one is caught in the works of his hands. 

18 Let the sinners be turned back into Hades, 

all the nations that forget God. 

19 For the poor one will not be completely forgotten. 

The endurance of the poor ones will not perish for eternity. 

20 Rise up, O Lord. Do not let a person be strengthened. 

Let the nations be judged before you. 

21 Appoint, O Lord, a lawgiver over them. 

Let the nations know that they are mere humans. 

22 a Why, O Lord, have you withdrawn far from here? 

You disregard in seasons in affliction 

23  When the ungodly one is arrogant, the poor one is burned. 

They are caught in the counsels with which they devise, 

24 because the sinner praises himself in the desires of his soul, 

and the one doing wrong blesses himself. 

25  The sinful one angered the Lord. 

According to the magnitude of his wrath he will not seek God. 

God is not before him. 

26 His ways are profane in every season. 

Your judgments are removed from his face. 

He will gain dominion over all his enemies. 

27 For he said in his heart, “I will not be afflicted, 

from generation to generation I will be without evil.” 

28 Him whose curse and bitterness and guile fill his mouth, 

under his tongue are trouble and distress. 

29 He takes a position in ambush with the wealthy, 

in hidden places to kill the innocent one. 

His eyes gaze steadily toward the poor one. 

30 He lies in wait with concealment as a lion in its den. 

He lies in wait to snatch away the poor, 

to snatch away the poor when he drags him in his net. 

In his trap 31 he will make him lowly. 

He will stoop down and fall when he gains dominion over the poor. 

32 For he said in his heart, “God will forget; 

he turned away his face with the result that he does not see in the end.” 

33 Rise up, O Lord God. Lift up your hand. 

Do not forget the poor. 

34 On what behalf did the ungodly provoke God? 

For he said in his heart, “He will not seek.” 

35  You see, for you will perceive distress and anger, 

to give them over into your hands. 

Therefore the poor one has been abandoned to you; 

for the orphan you were a helper. 

36 Crush the arm of the sinner and evil one. 

His sin will be sought for, and he will not be found because of it. 

37 The Lord will rule for eternity and for eternity of eternity. 

The nations will perish from his earth. 

38  The Lord heard the desire of the poor ones. 

Your ear paid heed to the preparation of their heart, 

39 to judge for the orphan and for the low, 

so a person does not proceed further to boast upon the earth. 




The Lord Examines Humans

10 aFOR THE END, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

1 I have trusted in the Lord. 

How will you say to my soul, “Flee to the mountains as a sparrow”? 

2 because, look, the sinners stretched a bow; 

they prepared arrows for the quiver 

to strike down the upright in heart on a moonless night, 

3 because that which you created they took down. 

But the righteous, what did he do? 

4 The Lord is in his holy temple. 

The Lord, his throne is in the heavens. 

His eyes gaze steadily upon the poor one. 

His eyes examine well the sons of humans. 

5  The Lord examines well the righteous one and the ungodly one. 

But the one who loves injustice hates his own soul. 

6 He will rain snares upon the sinners. 

Fire and sulphur and wind of a storm will be the portion of their cup, 

7 because the Lord is righteous and he loved righteous actions. 

His face saw uprightness. 




The Lord Destroys the Deceitful

11 bFOR THE END, UPON THE EIGHTH, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

2 Save me, O Lord, because the holy one has come to an end, 

because the truths have diminished from the sons of humans. 

3 Each person spoke vanities to his neighbor. 

deceitful lips spoke in heart and in heart. 

4 May the Lord destroy all the deceitful lips 

and a boasting tongue, 

5 those who said, “We are powerful with respect to our tongue; 

our lips are from us. Who is our lord?” 

6 “From the distress of the needy, 

and from the groaning of the poor ones, 

I will now stand up,” says the Lord. 

“I will set him in salvation; I will speak openly for him.” 

7 The oracles of the Lord are pure oracles, 

like silver, having been purged with fire, 

tested in the earth, cleansed seven-fold. 

8 You, O Lord, will guard us, 

and you will preserve us from this generation and for eternity. 

9 The ungodly ones walk around in a circle. 

According to your height you treated with much care the sons of humans. 




How Long, O Lord?

12 aFOR THE END, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

2 How long, O Lord, will you forget me completely? 

How long will you turn away your face from me? 

3 How long will I set counsels in my soul, 

which are like griefs in my heart for days? 

How long will my enemy be raised up over me? 

4 Look! Give ear to me, O Lord, my God! 

Illuminate my eyes, lest I fall asleep into death, 

5 lest my enemy say, “I was strong against him,” 

lest the ones who are afflicting me rejoice exceedingly if I am shaken. 

6 But I placed my hope in your mercy. 

My heart will rejoice exceedingly in your salvation. 

I will sing to the Lord, the one who has done well to me, 

and I will sing psalms to the name of the Lord Most High. 




The Folly of the Godless

13 bFOR THE END, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

1 The foolish said in his heart, “There is no God.” 

They destroyed and were abhorred in their practices. 

There is no one doing goodness; 

there is not even one. 

2 The Lord looked out from the heavens upon the sons of humans, 

to see if there is one who understands or one who seeks out God. 

3 All turned aside together. They became useless. 

There is not one doing goodness; there is not even one. 

Their throat is an opened grave. 

With their tongues they have dealt treacherously with one another. 

The poison of asps is under their lips, 

whose mouth is full of curses and bitterness. 

Their feet are quick to pour out blood. 

Destruction and misery are in their ways, 

and they know not the way of peace. 

There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

4 Will they not understand, 

all the ones who are working injustice, 

who devour my people like the eating of bread? 

They cannot call upon the Lord. 

5 In that place they were afraid with a fear which was not a fear, 

because God is among the righteous generation. 

6 The counsel of the poor one you disgraced, 

because the Lord is his hope. 

7  Who will give from Zion the salvation of Israel? 

When the Lord returns the captivity of his people, 

let Jacob rejoice exceedingly, 

and let Israel be cheerful. 




Who Will Dwell on God’s Holy Mountain?

14 aA PSALM OF DAVID. 

1 O Lord, who will dwell in your quarters? 

And who will dwell on your holy mountain? 

2 The one going without blame and working righteousness; 

the one speaking truth in his heart. 

3 He who does not beguile with his tongue, 

nor does evil against his neighbor, 

and he does not take up a reproach against those near to him. 

4 The one acting wickedly is scorned before him, 

but those fearing the Lord he honors. 

He is one who swears an oath to his neighbor 

and does not break faith. 

5 He did not give his money for interest, 

and he did not take gifts against the innocent. 

The one who does these things will not be shaken for eternity. 




Guard Me, O Lord

15 bA PSALM OF DAVID. 

1 Guard me, O Lord, 

because upon you I placed my hope. 

2 I said to the Lord, 

“You are my Lord.” 

3 To the holy ones who are in his earth 

he magnified all his decrees among them. 

4  Their weaknesses were increased. 

After these things, they were quickened. 

I will not gather their gatherings from murders, 

nor will I ever remember their names through my lips. 

5 The Lord is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup. 

You are the one who restores my inheritance to me. 

6 The measured portions fell upon me in the best ways. 

For my inheritance is also best for me. 

7 I will bless the Lord, the one who causes me to understand. 

Moreover, during the night my mind trained me. 

8 I saw the Lord in front, before me through everything, 

because he is from my right side, that I would not be shaken. 

9 On account of this, my heart was cheerful, 

and my tongue rejoiced exceedingly. 

Moreover, my flesh will dwell in hope, 

10 because you will not abandon my soul in Hades, 

nor will you give your holy one to see destruction. 

11 You made known to me ways of life. 

You will make me full of cheer with your face. 

There are delights at your right side completely. 




The Apple of Your Eye

16 aA PRAYER OF DAVID. 

1 Hear, O Lord, my righteous cause. Give heed to my entreaty. 

Pay attention to my prayer, which is not with deceitful lips. 

2 Let my judgment come out from your face. 

Let my eyes see uprightness. 

3  You tested my heart; you observed during the night; 

you purged me, and injustice was not found in me. 

4 In order that my mouth would not speak the works of humans, 

because of the words of your lips, I guarded against stubborn ways. 

5 Establish my steps in your paths, 

so my steps are not shaken. 

6 I cried aloud, because you heard me, O God. 

Bend your ear to me and give ear to my words. 

7 Magnify your mercy, 

the one who saves those who place their hope upon you 

from those who have stood against your right hand. 

8 Guard me as the apple of your eye. 

Shelter me in the protection of your wings, 

9 from the face of the ungodly who afflicted me. 

My enemies surrounded my soul; 

10 they enclosed themselves with their stiff fat; 

their mouth spoke arrogance. 

11 While casting me out, they now encircled me; 

they set their eyes to turn me in the earth. 

12  They took me up as a lion ready for the prey, 

and as a cub in the den in hidden places. 

13 Rise up, O Lord. Anticipate them and overthrow them. 

Rescue my soul from the ungodly with your large sword, 

14 from the enemies of your hand, O Lord. 

Remove them from the earth; distribute them in their life. 

And their belly was filled with the things you have hidden. 

They were satisfied with what belongs to pigs, 

and they left the remainder to their infants. 

15 But I will see your face in righteousness. 

I will be satisfied with the seeing of your glory. 




I Love You, O Lord

17 aFOR THE END, OF DAVID, THE SERVANT OF THE LORD, THAT WHICH HE SPOKE TO THE LORD, THE WORDS OF THIS SONG, IN THE DAY IN WHICH THE LORD RESCUED HIM FROM THE HAND OF ALL HIS ENEMIES AND FROM THE HAND OF SAUL. 2 AND HE SAID, 

“I love you, O Lord, my strength. 

3 The Lord is my strength and my refuge and my savior. 

My God is a helper, and I will hope in him, 

my protector and the horn of salvation, my helper. 

4 Praising, I will call upon the Lord, 

and I will be saved from my enemies. 

5 Pains of death surrounded me, 

and torrents of lawlessness troubled me. 

6 Pains of Hades encircled me. 

Snares of death came near to me. 

7 And when I was afflicted, I called upon the Lord, 

and to my God I cried aloud. 

He heard my voice from his holy temple, 

and my crying before him will enter into his ears. 

8 And the earth was shaken and was trembling. 

And the foundations of the mountains were stirred up and shaken, 

because God was angered with them. 

9 Smoke went up with his wrath, 

and fire burst into flame before him. 

Coals were kindled from him. 

10 And he bent the heavens and came down. 

And darkness was under his feet. 

11 And he mounted upon cherubim and flew; 

he flew upon the wings of the wind. 

12 And he set darkness concealing him in a circle around him; 

his tent is a dark water in clouds of sky. 

13 From the brightness before him, the clouds go through, 

hail and coals of fire. 

14 And the Lord thundered from the heavens, 

and the most high gave his voice. 

15 And he dispatched arrows and scattered them, 

and he multiplied lightning strikes and confounded them. 

16 And the running waters of the rivers were seen, 

and the foundations of the inhabited world were uncovered 

from your censure, O Lord, 

from the breathing of the wind of your wrath. 

17 He dispatched from the heights and took me; 

he drew me to himself from many waters. 

18 He will rescue me from my strong enemies, 

and from those who hate me, 

because they were stronger than me. 

19 They took advantage of me in the day of my ill-treatment, 

and the Lord became my support. 

20 And he led me into broad spaces. 

He will rescue me because he wanted me. 

21 He will deliver me from my mighty enemies 

and from those who hate me. 

And the Lord will repay to me according to my righteousness; 

and according to the purity of my hands he will repay me, 

22 because I kept the ways of the Lord, 

and I did not act impiously from my God, 

23  because all His judgments are before me, 

and his duties have not departed from me. 

24 And I will be without blame with him, 

and I will guard from my lawlessness. 

25 And the Lord will give back to me according to my righteousness 

and according to the purity of my hands before his eyes. 

26 With the holy one you will be holy, 

and with the innocent man you will be innocent, 

27 and with the chosen you will be chosen, 

and with the twisted you will twist about, 

28 because you will save a low people, 

and the eyes of the arrogant you will lower. 

29 Because you will enlighten my lamp, O Lord; 

O my God, you will enlighten my darkness. 

30 Because in you I will be rescued from the gang of raiders, 

and in my God I will scale the city wall. 

31 As for my God, his way is blameless. 

The oracles of the Lord have been purged in fire. 

He is protector of all those who hope in him. 

32 For who is God except the Lord? 

And who is God except our God? 

33 God is the one who girds me with power, 

and he set my way blameless. 

34 He is the one who establishes my feet as a deer 

and causes me to stand upon the high places; 

35 teaching my hands for war, 

and he set my arms as a brazen bow. 

36 And you gave to me a shield of my salvation, 

and your right hand supported me, 

and your teaching finally set me right again. 

And your teaching itself will teach me. 

37 You widened my steps under me, 

and my footprints were not weak. 

38 I will pursue my enemies and seize upon them. 

And I will not turn back until they come to an end. 

39 I will press them, and they will not be able to stand; 

they will fall under my feet. 

40 And you girded me with power for war. 

You bound the feet of all those who rise up against me under me. 

41 And with regard to my enemies, you gave to me their backside, 

and those who hated me you destroyed utterly. 

42 They cried aloud, 

and there was not one who saves them against the Lord, 

and he did not hear them. 

43 And I will crush them like dust at the face of the wind; 

as clay spread out I will smooth them. 

44  You will rescue me from arguments with the people; 

you will appoint me for the head of nations; 

a people whom I did not understand served me. 

45 For a report of the ear, they obeyed me. 

Foreign children lied to me. 

46 Foreign children wore out 

and became lame from their paths. 

47  The Lord lives! And blessed is my God! 

Let the God of my salvation be exalted! 

48 O God, the one who gives vengeance to me 

and places peoples under me, 

49 my deliverer from angry enemies, 

from those who rise up against me. 

You will raise me up. 

From the unjust man you will rescue me. 

50 On account of this, I will give thanks to you among the nations, O Lord. 

And I will sing psalms to your name. 

51 God is magnifying the salvation of his king 

and making mercy to his anointed one, 

to David and to his seed until eternity.” 




The Meditation of My Heart

18 aFOR THE END, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

2 The heavens set out in detail the glory of God. 

And the firmament reports the creation of his hands. 

3 Day to day spits out speech, 

and night to night reports knowledge. 

4 There are no speeches nor words 

in which their voices are not heard. 

5 Into all the earth their voice went out, 

and their words into the ends of the inhabited world. 

6 In the sun he has placed his tent. 

And he, as a bridegroom going out from his bridal chamber, 

will rejoice exceedingly, as a giant to run its course. 

7 From the top of the heavens is its going out, 

and its end is until the top of the the heavens. 

And there is none who will be hidden from its heat. 

8 The law of the Lord is blameless, turning about souls. 

The testimony of the Lord is faithful, making infants wise. 

9  The duties of the Lord are right, cheering the heart. 

The commandment of the Lord is bright, illuminating the eyes. 

10 The fear of the Lord is pure, remaining for eternity of eternity. 

The judgments of the Lord are true, having been vindicated together. 

11 They are desirable beyond gold and much costly stone, 

and sweeter than honey and honeycomb. 

12 Indeed, your servant guards them; 

in the keeping of them there is much recompense. 

13 Who will understand transgressions? 

Cleanse me from my hidden ways. 

14 And spare your servant from strangers. 

If they do not gain dominion over me, 

then I will be blameless, 

and I will be cleansed from great sin. 

15 The words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

will be for good pleasure before you through everything, 

O Lord, my helper and my redeemer. 




Save Your King, O Lord

19 aFOR THE END, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

2 May the Lord hear you in the day of affliction. 

May the name of the God of Jacob shield you. 

3 May he dispatch to you help from the holy place, 

and may he help you from Zion. 

4 May he remember your every sacrifice, 

and let him increase your whole burnt offering. 

5 May he give to you according to your heart, 

and may he fulfill your every plan. 

6 We should rejoice exceedingly in your salvation, 

and we will be magnified in the name of our God. 

May the Lord fulfill all your requests. 

7 Now I understood that the Lord saved his anointed one. 

He will hear him from his holy heavens. 

In power is the salvation of his right hand. 

8 These glory in chariots, and those in horses, 

but we will be magnified in the name of the Lord, our God. 

9  They were bound hand and foot and fell. 

But we stood up and were established again. 

10 O Lord, save your king, 

and hear us in whatever we will call upon you today. 




The King Hopes upon the Lord

20 aFOR THE END, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

2 O Lord, the king will be cheerful in your power, 

and for your salvation he will rejoice very much. 

3 You gave to him the desire of his soul, 

and the petition of his lips you have not deprived him. 

4 For you came near to him with blessings of kindness; 

you set upon his head a crown made from costly stone. 

5 He asked you for life, 

and you gave him length of days for eternity of eternity. 

6 Great is his glory with your salvation; 

you will place upon him glory and magnificence, 

7 because you will give him blessing for eternity of eternity; 

you will make him cheerful in joy with your face. 

8 For the king hopes upon the Lord, 

and in the mercy of the Most High he will not be shaken. 

9 May your hand be found against all your enemies. 

May your right hand find all those who are hating you. 

10  You will set them as an oven of fire 

for the time of your face, O Lord. 

With your wrath you will confound them, 

and fire will devour them. 

11 You will destroy their fruit from the earth, 

and their seed from the sons of humans, 

12 because they inclined evil things against you; 

they devised a will that they were not able to establish. 

13 For you will set them back with your remnant. 

You will prepare their face. 

14 Be lifted high, O Lord, with your power. 

We will sing and make psalms of your sovereign powerful acts. 




Why Did You Abandon Me, O God?

21 bFOR THE END, ON BEHALF OF THE HELP OF THE EARLY MORNING, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

2 O God, my God, attend to me. For what purpose did you abandon me? 

Far away from my salvation are the words of my transgressions. 

3 O my God, I will cry aloud for days to you, 

and you will not hear; 

and during the night, 

there is nothing for my folly. 

4 But you, the praise of Israel, 

dwell in the holy place. 

5 Upon you our fathers hoped; 

they hoped, and you rescued them. 

6  To you they cried aloud, and they were saved. 

Upon you they hoped, and they were not disgraced. 

7 But I am a worm and not a person, 

a reproach of humanity and an object of contempt of the people. 

8 All the ones who look at me turn up their nose at me. 

They speak with their lips; they shake their head, 

9 “He hoped upon the Lord; let him rescue him; 

let him save him, because he wants him.” 

10 For you are the one who drew me out from the womb. 

You are my hope from the breasts of my mother. 

11 Upon you I was cast from the womb. 

From my mother’s belly, you are my God. 

Do not turn away from me, 

for affliction is near, 

12 because there is no one who helps. 

13 Young bulls encircled me. 

Many fat bulls surrounded me. 

14 They opened their mouth against me, 

as a lion that snatches away and roars. 

15 I was poured out like water, and all my bones were scattered. 

My heart became like beeswax melting in the middle of my belly. 

16 My strength was dried up like an earthen vessel, 

and my tongue has been glued to my throat. 

You led me into the dust of death. 

17 For many dogs encircled me. 

A gathering of those doing evil surrounded me. 

They pierced my hands and feet. 

18 They can count all my bones; 

they perceived and gazed upon me. 

19  They distributed my garments among themselves, 

and they cast a lot for my clothing. 

20 But you, O Lord, do not delay my rescue; 

give heed to my help. 

21 Rescue my soul from the sword, 

and my unique one from the hand of a dog. 

22 Save me from the mouth of the lion, 

and my lowliness from the horn of the unicorn. 

23 I will set out in detail your name to my brothers. 

In the middle of the assembly I will sing of you. 

24 Those who fear the Lord, praise him all together. 

Seed of Jacob, glorify him. 

Let the seed of Israel fear him all together. 

25 For he did not scorn nor was he irritated with the entreaty of the poor, 

nor did he turn his face away from me. 

And when I cried out to him, 

he gave ear to me. 

26 From you is my praise in the great assembly. 

I will render my prayers before those who fear him. 

27 The poor will eat and be satisfied. 

The ones who seek him will praise the Lord. 

Their hearts will live for eternity of eternity. 

28 All the ends of the earth will remember and return to the Lord, 

and all the families of the nations will worship before him. 

29 For the kingdom is the Lord’s, 

and he is Lord over the nations. 

30 All the fat of the earth ate and worshiped before him. 

All the ones who come down into the earth bowed down. 

And my soul lives for him. 

31 My seed will serve him. 

The generation that is coming will be reported to the Lord. 

32 They will report his righteousness 

to the people who are being born, whom the Lord made. 




The Divine Shepherd

22 aA PSALM OF DAVID. 

1 The Lord shepherds me, 

and nothing will be lacking for me. 

2 In a place of tender grass, there he causes me to dwell. 

At a river of rest he nourishes me. 

3 He turns around my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness on account of His name. 

4 For even if I should go in the middle of the shadow of death, 

I will not fear evil things, because you are with me. 

Your rod and your staff, they exhort me. 

5 You prepare before me a table opposite those who afflict me. 

You anoint my head with olive oil. 

And your drinking cup is satisfying as the best. 

6 Your mercy will pursue me all the days of my life, 

and my dwelling will be in the house of the Lord for the length of days. 




The King of Glory

23 bA PSALM OF DAVID, OF ONE OF THE SABBATHS. 

1 The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness of it, 

the inhabited world and all those who dwell within it. 

2  He laid the foundation of it upon the sea. 

Upon rivers he prepared it. 

3  Who will go up into the mountain of the Lord, 

and who will stand in His holy place? 

4 The innocent one with respect to his hands, 

and the clean one with respect to his heart, 

who does not take up his soul with vanity 

and does not swear with cunning against his neighbor. 

5 This one will receive a blessing from the Lord 

and mercy from God, his savior. 

6  This is the generation of those seeking him, 

of those seeking the face of the God of Jacob. 

7 Lift up the gates, those rulers of you. 

Lift eternal gates, and the King of glory will enter. 

8 Who is this King of glory? 

The Lord, mighty and strong, 

the Lord, strong in battle. 

9 Lift up the gates, those rulers of you. 

Lift eternal gates, and the King of glory will enter. 

10 Who is this King of glory? 

The Lord of mighty powers, 

he is this King of glory! 




I Lift Up My Soul

24 aA PSALM OF DAVID. 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

2 O my God, upon you I have trusted; 

do not let me be put to shame, 

nor let my enemies laugh at me. 

3 Indeed, all those who wait upon you will not be put to shame. 

Let those who act lawlessly to no end be ashamed. 

4 Lord, make known to me your ways, 

and teach me your paths. 

5 Lead me in your truth. 

Teach me, because you are God, my savior, 

and I await you the entire day. 

6 Remember your compassions, 

and your mercies, because they are from eternity. 

7 Do not remember the sin and ignorance of my youth. 

According to your mercy remember me, 

on account of your kindness, O Lord. 

8 Good and righteous is the Lord. 

On account of this he instructs in the way those who are sinning. 

9 He will lead humble ones in justice. 

He will teach the humble one his ways. 

10 All the ways of the Lord are mercy and truth 

for the ones who are seeking out his covenant and his testimonies. 

11 On account of your name, O Lord, 

also pardon my sin, for it is much. 

12 Who is the person who fears the Lord? 

He will instruct him in the way that he selected. 

13  His soul will live with good things, 

and his seed will inherit the earth. 

14  The Lord is the strength of those who fear him; 

the name of the Lord, of those who fear him. 

His covenant is for showing to them. 

15 My eyes through all circumstances are on the Lord, 

because he will draw out my feet from the trap. 

16 Look upon me and have mercy on me, 

because I am alone and poor. 

17  The afflictions of my heart were multiplied; 

deliver me from my tribulations. 

18 See my lowliness and my trouble. 

Forgive all my sins. 

19 See my enemies, because they were increased, 

and they hated me with an unjust hatred. 

20 Guard my soul and rescue me. 

Do not let me be put to shame, 

because I placed my hope in you. 

21 Innocent ones and upright ones joined fast together to me, 

because I awaited you, O Lord. 

22 O God, redeem Israel from all his afflictions. 




Judge Me, O Lord

25 aOF DAVID. 

1 Judge me, O Lord, 

because I went in my guilelessness, 

and I shall not be shaken when hoping in the Lord. 

2 Scrutinize me, O Lord, and test me; 

purge my mind and my heart, 

3 because your mercy is before my eyes, 

and I was well pleased with your truth. 

4 I did not sit with the assembly of vanity, 

and I will never enter with those transgressing the law. 

5 I hated the assembly of those doing evil, 

and with the ungodly I will never sit. 

6 I will wash my hands with innocent deeds, 

and I will go around your altar 

7 to hear a voice of praise 

and to describe all your marvelous deeds. 

8 O Lord, I love the goodly appearance of your house 

and the place of the tent of your glory. 

9 Do not destroy my soul together with the ungodly, 

and my life with men of bloodshed, 

10 in whose hands is lawlessness; 

their right hand is full of bribes. 

11 But I went in my guilelessness. 

Redeem me and have mercy upon me. 

12 For my foot stands in uprightness. 

In the assembly I will bless you, O Lord. 




Wait upon the Lord

26 aOF DAVID, BEFORE HIS ANOINTING. 

1  The Lord is my light and my savior. 

Whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the protector of my life. 

From whom shall I fear? 

2 When evildoers came up to me to eat my flesh, 

the ones afflicting me and my enemies, 

they were weak and fell. 

3 If an army is set up against me, my heart will not fear. 

If a battle rises up against me, in this circumstance I hope in God. 

4 One thing I asked from the Lord, this I will seek out: 

that I dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 

that I behold the pleasantness of the Lord and visit his temple. 

5 For he hid me in a tent in the day of my evils. 

He sheltered me in the concealment of his tent. 

On a rock he lifted me. 

6 And now look, he lifted my head over my enemies. 

I came around and sacrificed in his tent a sacrifice of shouting. 

I will sing, and I will sing psalms to the Lord. 

7 Give ear, O Lord, to my voice with which I cried out. 

Have mercy upon me, and give ear to me. 

8 My heart said to you, “I sought out your face.” 

Your face, O Lord, I will seek. 

9 Do not turn back your face from me. 

Do not turn around in wrath from your servant. 

Become my help. Do not abandon me, 

and do not disregard me, O God, my savior. 

10 For my father and my mother abandoned me. 

But the Lord received me. 

11 Instruct me, O Lord, with respect to your way, 

and lead me in a straight path on account of my enemies. 

12 Do not give me over to the souls of those afflicting me, 

because unrighteous witnesses rose up against me, 

and the injustice lied within itself. 

13 I will trust that I will see the good things of the Lord 

in the land of the living. 

14 Wait upon the Lord. 

Be brave, and let your heart be strengthened, 

and wait upon the Lord. 




Magnify Your People

27 aOF DAVID. 

1 To you, O Lord, I cried out. 

O my God, do not pass in silence over me, 

lest you pass in silence over me, 

and I will be like those who go down into the pit. 

2 Give ear to the voice of my supplication when I pray to you, 

when I raise up my hands to your holy temple. 

3 Do not draw together my soul with sinners 

and with those working injustice. 

Do not destroy me together with the ones who speak peace with their neighbor 

but have evil things in their hearts. 

4 Give to them according to their works 

and according to the wickedness of their practices. 

Give to them according to the works of their hands. 

Repay their recompense to them, 

5  because they did not have understanding into the works of the Lord 

and into the works of his hands. 

You will destroy them, 

and you will never build them up. 

6 Blessed is the Lord, 

because he heard the voice of my supplication. 

7 The Lord is my helper and my protector. 

My heart hoped in him, 

and I was helped, and my flesh was refreshed; 

and from my will I will give thanks to him. 

8 The Lord is the strength of his people 

and the protector of the salvation of his anointed one. 

9 Save your people, and bless your inheritance. 

Shepherd them, and magnify them until eternity. 




The Voice of the Lord

28 bA PSALM OF DAVID COMMEMORATING THE FEAST OF EXODUS, OF THE TEMPLE. 

1 Bring to the Lord, O children of God, 

bring to the Lord offspring of rams. 

Bring to the Lord glory and honor. 

2 Bring to the Lord glory in his name. 

Worship the Lord in his holy court. 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 

The God of glory thundered. 

The Lord is upon many waters. 

4 The voice of the Lord is in strength; 

the voice of the Lord is in majesty. 

5 The voice of the Lord who breaks cedars; 

the Lord crushes the cedars of Lebanon. 

6 And he will crush them, even Lebanon, as the young bull, 

and the beloved will be as the offspring of the unicorn. 

7 The voice of the Lord who cuts through a flame of fire. 

8 The voice of the Lord who makes the desert tremble; 

the Lord will shake the desert of Kadesh. 

9 The voice of the Lord who creates deer and will uncover woods. 

In his temple everyone says, “Glory!” 

10  The Lord establishes the flood, 

and the Lord will sit as King for eternity. 

11 The Lord will give strength to his people. 

The Lord will bless his people with peace. 




Joy in the Morning

29 aFOR THE END, A PSALM OF A SONG OF THE CONSECRATION OF THE HOUSE, OF DAVID. 

2 I lift you up, O Lord, 

because you answered me 

and did not make my enemies cheerful over me. 

3 O Lord, my God, I cried aloud to you, 

and you healed me. 

4 O Lord, you brought my soul up from Hades; 

you saved me from the ones who are going down into the pit. 

5 Sing to the Lord, O his holy ones, 

and give thanks to the memory of his holiness, 

6 because his wrath is in his anger, 

and life is in his will. 

Weeping will find lodging in the evening, 

and in the morning there will be great joy. 

7 But I said in my prosperity, 

“I will not be shaken for eternity.” 

8 O Lord, in your will provide power for my beauty. 

And you turned away your face, and I became troubled. 

9 To you, O Lord, I will cry aloud, 

and to my God I will pray. 

10 What use is there in my blood when I go down into destruction? 

Will dust give thanks to you or confess your truth? 

11  The Lord heard and showed mercy upon me. 

The Lord became my helper. 

12 You turned my mourning into joy for me. 

You broke through my sackcloth, and you girded me with cheer, 

13 that my glory would sing psalms to you, 

and never ever would I be pained. 

O Lord, my God, I will give thanks to you for eternity. 




The Protector-God

30 aFOR THE END, A PSALM BY DAVID, OF DISMAY. 

2 In you, O Lord, I placed my hope. 

Do not let me be put to shame for eternity. 

With your righteousness rescue me 

and deliver me. 

3 Bend your ear to me. 

Be quick to deliver me. 

Become for me a protector God 

and a house of refuge to save me. 

4 For you are my strength and my refuge, 

and on account of your name you will lead me, 

and you will sustain me continually. 

5 Lead me out from this trap that they hid for me, 

because you are my protector. 

6 Into your hands I will place my spirit. 

You will deliver me, O Lord, the God of the truth. 

7 You hated the ones keeping pointlessness through vanity. 

But I hoped in the Lord. 

8 I will rejoice greatly, 

and I will be cheerful in your mercy, 

because you observed my lowliness; 

you saved my soul from the tribulations. 

9 And you did not enclose me in the hands of the enemy. 

You established my feet in the wide place. 

10 Have mercy upon me, O Lord, 

because I am afflicted. 

My eye was troubled in anger, 

my soul also, and my belly. 

11 For my life came to an end with distress, 

and my years were weakened with groaning in poverty. 

My strength and my bones were troubled. 

12 From all my enemies I became a reproach, 

and to my neighbors very much so, 

and I became a fear to my acquaintances. 

The ones looking at me outside fled from me. 

13 I was forgotten from hearts like a corpse. 

I became like a broken vessel. 

14 For I heard the censure of many, 

dwelling from all around, 

while they gathered at once against me. 

They deliberated to take my soul. 

15 But I hoped in you, O Lord. 

I said, “You are my God.” 

16 My portion is in your hands. 

Rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

and from the ones who are persecuting me. 

17 Show forth your face upon your servant. 

Save me with your mercy. 

18 O Lord, may I not be disgraced, 

because I called upon you. 

May the ungodly ones be put to shame 

and be led down into Hades. 

19 Let deceitful lips be quiet, 

which speak against the righteous one lawlessly, 

with arrogance and contempt. 

20 How great is the magnitude of your kindness, O Lord, 

which you hid for those who are fearing you. 

You worked matters out for those who are hoping in you, 

before the sons of humans. 

21 Hide them in the secret place of your face 

from the rebellion of humanity. 

Shelter them in the temple 

from the controversy of tongues. 

22 Blessed is the Lord, 

because he magnified his mercy in the city of siege. 

23 But I said in my dismay, 

“I am abandoned then from the face of your eyes.” 

On account of this, you gave ear to the voice of my entreaty, O Lord, 

when I cried out to you. 

24 Love the Lord, all his holy ones, 

because the Lord seeks out truths 

and repays to the ones who are making exceeding arrogance. 

25 Be brave, and let your heart be strengthened, 

all you who are hoping in the Lord. 




The Joy of Forgiveness

31 aFOR UNDERSTANDING, OF DAVID. 

1 Blessed are they whose lawless acts are forgiven 

and whose sins were covered up. 

2 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never reckon, 

nor is there guile in his mouth. 

3 Because I was silent, my bones were worn out 

from my crying aloud the whole day. 

4 For day and night your hand was weighed down upon me. 

I was turned into misery when a thorn was planted. 

Musical interlude 

5 I made known my sin, 

and I did not cover up my lawlessness. 

I said, “I will make my sin against myself known to the Lord,” 

and you forgave the ungodliness of my heart. 

Musical interlude 

6 Because of this, every holy person will pray to you at the suitable time. 

Surely in the flood of many waters they will not come near to him. 

7 You are my place of refuge 

from the affliction of that which is surrounding me. 

You are my great joy to deliver me 

from the ones who are encircling me. 

Musical interlude 

8 I will instruct you, 

and I will teach you in this way that you should go. 

I will strengthen my eye upon you. 

9 Do not become as the horse and the mule, 

for which there is no understanding. 

With bridle and muzzle one compresses their jaws, 

which do not come near to you. 

10 Many are the scourges of the sinner, 

but the one who hopes in the Lord will be encircled in mercy. 

11 Be cheerful in the Lord, 

and rejoice exceedingly, O righteous ones, 

and boast, all the upright with respect to the heart. 




The Eyes of the Lord

32 aOF DAVID. 

1 Rejoice exceedingly, O righteous ones, in the Lord. 

Praise is fitting for the upright ones. 

2 Give thanks to the Lord with lyre, 

with ten-stringed harp sing to him. 

3 Sing to him a new song, 

sing well with a loud noise. 

4  For the word of the Lord is righteous, 

and all his works are in faithfulness. 

5 He loves mercy and justice. 

The earth is full of the mercy of the Lord. 

6 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made firm, 

and by the spiritb of his mouth, all their power. 

7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a bag. 

He sets the deep in treasures. 

8 Let all the earth fear the Lord. 

And from him let all the ones who are dwelling upon the inhabited world be shaken. 

9 For he spoke, and it became. 

He commanded, and it was created. 

10 The Lord scatters the councils of the nations. 

And he sets aside the deliberations of the people 

and rejects the councils of the rulers. 

11 But the counsel of the Lord remains for eternity. 

The deliberations of his heart from generation to generation. 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, 

his people whom he chose for an inheritance for himself. 

13 From the heavens the Lord looked down. 

He saw all the sons of humans. 

14 From his prepared dwelling place 

he looked down upon all the ones who are inhabiting the earth, 

15 the one who alone formed their hearts, 

the one who has understanding of all their works. 

16 A king is not saved because of much power, 

and a mighty one will not be saved in the magnitude of his strength. 

17 The horse is false for salvation. 

And in the magnitude of its power he will not be saved. 

18 Look, the eyes of the Lord are upon the ones who fear him, 

the ones who place their hope upon his mercy, 

19 to rescue their souls from death, 

and to continually sustain them in famine. 

20 Our soul waits upon the Lord, 

because he is our helper and protector, 

21 because our heart will be cheerful in him; 

and we put our hope in his holy name. 

22 May your mercy, O Lord, be upon us, 

even as we put our hope in you. 




Taste and See That the Lord Is Good

33 aOF DAVID, WHEN HE CHANGED HIS FACE BEFORE ABIMELECH, AND HE RELEASED HIM, AND HE DEPARTED. 

2 I will bless the Lord in every occasion. 

Through every circumstance the praise of him will be in my mouth. 

3 My soul will be commended in the Lord. 

Let the humble hear, and let them be cheerful. 

4 Magnify the Lord with me, 

and lift up high his name together. 

5 I sought out the Lord, and he heard me, 

and he rescued me from all of my sojourning. 

6 Come to him, and you will be enlightened, 

and your faces will never be disgraced. 

7  This poor person cried out, and the Lord heard him, 

and he saved him from all of his afflictions. 

8 The angel of the Lord will encamp in a circle 

around the ones who fear him, and he will rescue them. 

9 Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Blessed is the man who hopes in Him. 

10 Fear the Lord, all you holy ones of him, 

because there is no deficiency for the ones who are fearing him. 

11 The rich begin to beg and became hungry. 

But the ones seeking out the Lord will not be lacking any good thing. 

Musical interlude 

12 Come, you children. Hear me. 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

13 What person is there who wants life 

and loves to see good days? 

14 Stop your tongue from evil, 

and your lips to not speak guile. 

15 Turn from evil and do good. 

Seek peace and pursue it. 

16 For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, 

and his ears listen to their entreaty. 

17 But the face of the Lord is against those doing evil things, 

to destroy utterly the memory of them from the earth. 

18 The righteous ones cried aloud, and the Lord heard them. 

And he rescued them from all of their afflictions. 

19 The Lord is near to the ones who have been broken with respect to their heart, 

and he will save the low in spirit. 

20 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

but he will rescue them from all of them. 

21 The Lord guards all their bones. 

Not one of them will be crushed. 

22 Evil is the death of sinners, 

and the ones who hate the righteous will offend. 

23 The Lord will redeem the souls of his servants, 

and all those who hope in him go shall not astray. 




O Lord, How Long Will You Observe?

34 aOF DAVID. 

1 Judge, O Lord, the ones who are doing wrong to me. 

Make war on the ones who are making war on me. 

2 Seize a weapon and a shield, 

and rise up for my aid. 

3 Pour out the sword, 

and enclose those persecuting me from opposition. 

Say to my soul, 

“I am your salvation.” 

4 May they be ashamed and turned about, 

those who seek my life. 

May they be turned away backwards and disgraced, 

all those who plot evil things against me. 

5 Let them be like the chaff in the face of the wind, 

and the angel of the Lord afflicting them. 

6 Let their way become darkness and fall, 

and the angel of the Lord pursuing them. 

7  For they hid the destruction of their trap against me for nothing. 

Without cause they reviled my life. 

8 Let the trap of which they do not know come to them; 

and the snare, which they hid, let it capture them, 

and in the trap, they will fall with it. 

9 But my soul will rejoice exceedingly in the Lord. 

It will be delighted in his salvation. 

10 All my bones will say, “Lord, who is like you, 

rescuing the needy from the hand of those stronger than him, 

and the needy and poor from those robbing him?” 

11 Unrighteous witnesses rising up 

ask me about what they do not know. 

12 They repay me bad things for good, 

and childlessness for my life. 

13 But I, when they troubled me, was wearing sackcloth 

and was lowering my soul with a fast; and my prayer returned into my chest. 

14 As for a neighbor, as for our brother, 

thus I was well pleased. 

As one mourning and looking sullen, 

thus I was lowering myself. 

15 And they were cheerful and were gathered together against me. 

They gathered together scourges against me, and I did not know. 

They were separated 

and not pained in heart. 

16 They tempted me. 

They mocked me with scorn. 

They gnashed their teeth against me. 

17 O Lord, how long will you observe? 

Restore my life from their wrongdoing, 

my unique life from lions. 

18 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, in the great assembly. 

With the mighty people I will praise you. 

19 May those who are hating me not rejoice over me vainly, 

those hating me for nothing and winking with their eyes. 

20 For indeed, to me they were speaking peaceful things, 

but in wrath they were devising treachery. 

21 And they widened their mouth against me. 

They said, “Good, good! Our eyes saw!” 

22 You saw, O Lord. Do not pass over in silence. 

O Lord, do not withdraw from me. 

23 Awake, O Lord, and pay attention to my judgment. 

My God and my Lord, pay attention to my cause. 

24 Judge me, O Lord, according to your righteousness, 

O Lord, my God, let them not rejoice over me! 

25 May they not say in their hearts, “Good, good for our life.” 

Nor may they say, “We devoured him.” 

26 May they be dishonored and shamed at once, 

those who rejoice over my reproaches; 

those who boast against me, 

let them wear disgrace and shame. 

27 May they rejoice exceedingly, and may they be cheerful, 

those who want my righteousness; 

and let them say through everything, “Let the Lord be magnified,” 

those who want the peace of his servant. 

28 And my tongue will meditate on your righteousness, 

your praise the whole day. 




The Lawless One

35 aFOR THE END, BY DAVID, THE SERVANT OF THE LORD. 

2 The lawless one, to sin, 

says in himself that there is no fear of God before his eyes. 

3  For he disguised his lawlessness before him 

to find and to hate. 

4  The words of his mouth are lawlessness and guile. 

He did not wish to understand to do good. 

5 He has regard for lawlessness in his bed. 

He was near to every way that is not good. 

And with badness he was not angry. 

6 O Lord, your mercy is in the heavens, 

and your truth is up to the clouds. 

7 And righteousness is like the mountains of God; 

your judgments are like a great deep. 

O Lord, you will save humans and animals. 

8 How you multiplied your mercy, O God. 

And the sons of humans hope in the shade of your wings. 

9 They will be satisfied from the wealth of your house, 

and you will give drink to them from the fullness of your luxury. 

10 For from you is a fountain of life; 

in your light we will see light. 

11 Stretch out your mercy to those who know you, 

and your righteousness to those who are upright in heart. 

12 Do not let a foot of arrogance come to me, 

and may the hand of sinners not afflict me. 

13  There all the ones who work lawlessness fell. 

They were driven out and are surely never able to stand. 




Delight in the Lord

36 aOF DAVID. 

1 Do not be provoked to jealousy with those acting wickedly, 

nor envy the ones who do evil. 

2 For like grass they will quickly wither, 

and like garden herbs of tender grass they will quickly fail. 

3 Hope in the Lord and do goodness. 

Dwell upon the land, and you will be shepherded in its wealth. 

4 Delight in the Lord, 

and he will give to you the requests of your heart. 

5 Uncover to the Lord your way, 

and hope in him, and he will do it. 

6 And he will carry out your righteousness as light 

and your justice as the midday sun. 

7 Submit to the Lord, and ask him. 

Do not be provoked to jealousy with the one who prospers in his life, 

with a person who does lawlessness. 

8 Cease from anger and abandon wrath. 

Do not be provoked to jealousy to act wickedly. 

9 For the ones who act wickedly will be destroyed. 

But the ones who wait upon the Lord, they will inherit the earth. 

10 And yet a little while, 

and the sinner will surely not exist, 

and you will seek for his place, 

and you will surely not find him. 

11  But the meek will inherit the land, 

and they will delight in the multitude of peace. 

12  The sinner will watch closely the righteous one 

and will gnash his teeth against him. 

13 But the Lord will laugh at him, 

because he foresees that his day will come. 

14 The sinners drew a sword; 

they stretched their bow, 

to strike down the needy one and the poor one, 

to slay the upright in heart. 

15 May their sword enter into their own heart, 

and may their arrows be crushed. 

16 Better is the little for the righteous one 

than the great wealth of sinners. 

17 For the arms of sinners will be crushed, 

but the Lord supports the righteous ones. 

18 The Lord knows the ways of the blameless ones, 

and their inheritance will be for eternity. 

19 They will not be put to shame in the evil time, 

and in the days of famine they will be satisfied. 

20 For the sinners will perish; 

and the enemies of the Lord, 

at the same time with their being glorified and lifted up, 

are coming to an end; like smoke they came to an end. 

21 The sinner borrows and does not pay back. 

But the righteous is compassionate and lends. 

22 For the ones who bless him will inherit the earth. 

But the ones who call down curses upon him will be utterly destroyed. 

23  The steps of a person are directed from the Lord, 

and he will delight in his way. 

24 When he falls, he is not dashed down, 

because the Lord supports his hand. 

25 I was once younger, 

for also I grew old, 

and I did not see the righteous one forsaken, 

nor his seed seeking food. 

26 The whole day he shows mercy and lends, 

and his seed will have a blessing. 

27 Turn from evil and do good. 

Dwell for eternity of eternity. 

28 For the Lord loves justice, 

and he will not forsake his holy ones. 

They will be kept for eternity. 

The blameless will be avenged, 

and the seed of the ungodly will be utterly destroyed. 

29 But the righteous ones will inherit the earth 

and dwell upon it for eternity of eternity. 

30 The mouth of the righteous one will meditate on wisdom, 

and his tongue will speak justice. 

31 The law of his God is in his heart, 

and his steps will not be tripped up. 

32 The sinner looks at the righteous one 

and seeks to kill him. 

33 But the Lord will never ever leave him into his hands, 

nor ever condemn him when he judges against him. 

34 Wait upon the Lord and keep his way, 

and he will raise you up to inherit the earth. 

You will see when sinners are utterly destroyed. 

35 I did see an ungodly person exalted exceedingly 

and magnified as the cedars of Lebanon. 

36 But I passed by, and look, he was not there. 

And I sought for him, but his place was not found. 

37 Keep innocence and see uprightness, 

because there is posterity for a peaceful person. 

38 But the lawless ones will be utterly destroyed together. 

The posterity of the ungodly will be utterly destroyed. 

39 But salvation of the righteous is from the Lord, 

and he is their protector in the time of tribulation. 

40 The Lord will help them and rescue them. 

And he will deliver them from sinners and save them, 

because they hoped in him. 




My Folly

37 aA PSALM BY DAVID, FOR REMEMBERING CONCERNING THE SABBATH. 

2 O Lord, do not reprove me with your wrath, 

nor in your anger discipline me. 

3 For you planted your arrows in me, 

and you strengthened your hand against me. 

4 And there is no healing in my flesh from the face of your anger. 

There is no peace for my bones from the face of my sins. 

5 For my lawless acts surpassed my head; 

just like a heavy burden they are weighed down upon me. 

6 My bruises reek and are rotten 

from the face of my folly. 

7 I am troubled and bent over completely; 

the whole day I go around looking sullen. 

8 For my soul is filled with mockeries, 

and there is no healing in my flesh. 

9 I was mistreated and made low, to the extreme. 

I howl from the groaning of my heart. 

10 And all my longing is before you, 

and my groaning is not hidden from you. 

11 My heart is troubled, my strength forsakes me, 

and the light of my eyes is not with me. 

12 My friends and my neighbor come near and stand opposite of me. 

And the ones who are nearest to me stand afar. 

13 And they do violence, the ones who seek my life, 

and the ones who seek evil things for me. 

They speak vanities, 

and they meditate on treacheries the whole day. 

14 But I do not hear like a deaf person, 

and I am like a speechless person not opening his mouth. 

15 And I have become like a person not hearing 

and not having reproofs in his mouth. 

16 For in you I place my hope, O Lord. 

You will hear, O Lord, my God. 

17  For I said, “What if my enemies rejoice over me, 

and boast against me when my foot shakes?” 

18 For I am prepared for scourges, 

and my pain is before me through everything. 

19 For I will confess my lawlessness, 

and I will be anxious on behalf of my sin. 

20 But my enemies live and have been strengthened more than me. 

The ones who hate me unjustly were multiplied. 

21  The ones who repay evil things for good deeds accused me falsely, 

since I was pursuing righteousness. 

22 Do not abandon me, O Lord, my God. 

Do not withdraw from me. 

23 Give heed to my help, 

O Lord of my salvation. 




The Number of My Days

38 aFOR THE END, FOR JEDUTHUN, A SONG BY DAVID. 

2 I said, “I will guard my ways, not to sin with my tongue. 

I set a guard for my mouth when the sinner was present before me.” 

3 I was rendered speechless and made low. 

I was silent from good things, and my pain was renewed. 

4 My heart was warmed within me. 

With my meditation a fire burned. I spoke with my tongue, 

5  “Make known to me, O Lord, my end, 

and the number of my days—what is it?— 

that I would know what I am lacking. 

6 Look, you have made my days old, 

and my actual being is like nothing before you. 

Surely every living person is vanity altogether. 

Musical interlude 

7 Indeed a person goes through life as an image. 

Surely they are troubled in vain. 

A person stores up treasure, 

and he does not know for whom he will gather them. 

8 And now, what is my hope? Is it not the Lord? 

My actual being is from you. 

9 From all my lawless acts rescue me. 

You delivered me as a reproach for a fool. 

10 I was rendered speechless, and I do not open my mouth, 

because you are the one who made me. 

11 Remove from me your scourges. 

From the strength of your hand I came to an end. 

12  With reproofs because of lawlessness you discipline a person. 

You melt his life as a spider. 

Surely every person is troubled in vain. 

Musical interlude 

13 Give ear to my prayer, and pay attention to my entreaty. 

Do not pass over my tears in silence, 

because I am a sojourner in the land 

and sojourning in a strange place as all my fathers. 

14 Leave me, that I would recover 

before I depart and exist no more.” 




The Scroll of the Book

39 aFOR THE END, A PSALM BY DAVID. 

2 Waiting, I waited upon the Lord, 

and he paid heed to me and gave ear to my entreaty. 

3  He raised me from the pit of distress 

and from the muddy clay. 

He established my feet upon a rock 

and directed my steps. 

4 He set into my mouth a new song, 

a hymn to our God. 

Many will see and fear, 

and they will hope upon the Lord. 

5 Blessed is the man whose hope is the name of the Lord. 

He does not look to vanity and false madness. 

6 You, O Lord, my God, made your wondrous things abundant. 

And in your thoughts there is no one who will be likened. 

I reported and spoke. 

They were increased beyond number. 

7 You did not want sacrifice and offering, 

but you restored a body to me. 

You did not ask for whole burnt offering 

and an offering concerning sin. 

8 Then I said, “Look, I have arrived. 

In the scroll of the document it has been written concerning me. 

9 I wish to do your will, O my God, 

and your law is in the middle of my heart.” 

10 I brought the good news of righteousness in the great assembly. 

Look, never ever will I restrain my lips, O Lord, as you know. 

11 I did not hide my righteousness in my heart. 

I spoke your truthfulness and your deliverance. 

I did not hide your mercy and your truthfulness 

from the great congregation. 

12 And you, O Lord, do not keep away your compassions from me. 

Your mercy and your truthfulness support me through everything. 

13 For evil things that have no number surrounded me. 

My lawless acts seized me, and I was not able to see. 

They increased beyond the hairs of my head, 

and my heart forsook me. 

14 Be well pleased, O Lord, to rescue me. 

O Lord, pay attention to help me. 

15 May they be disgraced and shamed at once, 

those who seek my life to remove it. 

May they be turned backwards, and may they be shamed, 

those who want evil things for me. 

16 Let them get their shame paid back immediately, 

those who say to me, “Good, good!” 

17 May they rejoice exceedingly and may they be cheerful in you, 

all who seek you, O Lord. 

And let them say continually, “Let the Lord be magnified,” 

those who continually love your deliverance. 

18 But I am needy and poor. 

The Lord will take care of me. 

You are my helper and my protector; 

O my God, do not delay! 




Heal My Soul

40 aFOR THE END, A PSALM BY DAVID. 

2 Blessed is the one who thinks on the needy one and the poor one. 

In the bad day the Lord will rescue him. 

3 May the Lord keep him and bless him in the land, 

and may he not deliver him into the hands of his enemy. 

4 May the Lord help him on his bed of pain. 

You turned his whole bed in his sickness. 

5 I said, “O Lord, have mercy upon me. 

Heal my soul, because I sinned against you.” 

6 My enemies said evil things against me: 

“When will he die and his name perish?” 

7 And if he enters to see me, 

he speaks in vain. 

His heart gathers evil to himself. 

He goes outside and speaks falsely. 

8 Together all my enemies whisper against me. 

Against me they plot evil things for me. 

9 They placed a lawless word against me: 

“The one who sleeps will not add to rise up, will he?” 

10 For even the person of my peace, 

upon whom I placed confidence, 

the one who eats my bread, 

made great treachery against me. 

11 But you, O Lord, have mercy upon me, 

and raise me up, and I will repay them. 

12 In this I did know that you have wanted me, 

that my enemy would never rejoice over me. 

13 And you helped me because of my innocence, 

and you established me before you for eternity. 

14 Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel, 

from eternity and for eternity! May it be! May it be! 




My Soul Thirsts for God

41 aFOR THE END, FOR UNDERSTANDING, BY THE SONS OF KORAH. 

2 The way the deer yearns after the springs of waters, 

thus my soul yearns after you, O God. 

3 My soul thirsts for the living God. 

How long will I be present and be seen before the face of God? 

4 My tears became food day and night, 

while they spoke to me each day, “Where is your God?” 

5 I remembered these things, 

and I poured out my soul in me, 

that I would go in the place of the wonderful tent, 

unto the house of God, 

in a voice of great joy, 

and of a sound of thanksgiving from those celebrating. 

6 Why are you deeply grieved, O soul, 

and why do you trouble me? 

I hoped in God, for I will give thanks to him. 

My God is the deliverance of my face. 

7 My soul was troubled within myself. 

On account of this, I will remember you 

from the land of Jordan and Hermon, 

from the small mountain. 

8 Deep calls upon deep in a voice of your waterfalls. 

All your swells and your waves went through upon me. 

9 By day the Lord commands his mercy, 

and by night he will make it visible; 

beside me is a prayer to the God of my life. 

10 I will say to God, “You are my helper. 

Why did you forget me? 

Why do I go around looking sullen, 

while my enemy afflicts me?” 

11 When my bones were crushed, 

the ones who were afflicting me reproached me, 

when they said to me each day, 

“Where is your God?” 

12 Why are you deeply grieved, O soul, 

and why do you trouble me? 

I hoped in God, for I will give thanks to him. 

My God is the salvation of my face. 




A Prayer for Deliverance

42 bA PSALM BY DAVID. 

1 Consider me, O God, 

and judge my cause from nations that are not holy. 

Rescue me from the unjust person 

and the treacherous one. 

2  For you are my strength, O God. 

Why will you reject me? 

And why do I go around looking sullen 

when my enemy afflicts me? 

3 Send forth your light and your truth. 

They guided me 

and led me into your holy mountain 

and into your tent. 

4 And I will enter to the altar of God, 

to the God who makes my cheerful youth. 

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, my God, 

with the lyre. 

5  Why are you deeply grieved, O soul, 

and why do you trouble me? 

I hoped in God, because I will give thanks to him. 

My God is the salvation of my face. 




Israel’s Plea

43 aFOR THE END. A PSALM BY THE SONS OF KORAH, FOR UNDERSTANDING. 

2 O God, with our ears we heard. 

Our fathers reported to us the work 

that you performed in their days, 

in the ancient days. 

3 Your hand utterly destroyed the nations. 

And you planted them. 

You afflicted the peoples. 

And you threw them out. 

4 For they did not inherit the land with their sword, 

and their arm did not save them, 

but your right hand and your arm and the light of your face, 

because you were well-pleased with them. 

5 You are my King and my God, 

who commands the salvation of Jacob. 

6 In you we will push our enemies, 

and in your name we will disdain those who rise up against us. 

7 For I will not hope in my bow, 

and my sword will not save me.b 

9 In God we will give praise the whole day, 

and in your name we will give thanks for eternity. 

Musical interlude 

10 But now you rejected us and put us to shame. 

And you will not go out among our forces. 

11 You turned us backwards from our enemies. 

The ones who hate us were taking spoils for themselves. 

12 You gave us as sheep for eating, 

and among the nations you scattered us. 

13  You sold your people without price, 

and there was no abundance in their outcry. 

14 You have set us as a reproach to our neighbors, 

a scorn and derision to those around us. 

15  You have set us for a byword among the nations, 

a wagging of the head among the peoples. 

16 The whole day my humiliation is before me, 

and the disgrace of my face conceals me 

17 from the voice of the one reproaching and babbling, 

from the face of the enemy and the one persecuting. 

18 All these things came upon us, and we did not forget you. 

We did not do wrong in your covenant. 

19 Our heart did not withdraw backwards. 

But you turned our paths from your way. 

20 For you made us low in the place of ill treatment 

and covered us in the shadow of death. 

21 If we had forgotten the name of our God, 

and if we had spread out our hands to a foreign god, 

22 wouldn’t God seek out these things? 

For he knows the secret things of the heart. 

23 For on account of you we are being killed the whole day. 

We are reckoned as sheep of slaughter. 

24 Awake! Why do you sleep, O Lord? 

Rise up, and do not reject us in the end! 

25 Why do you turn your face 

and forget our poverty and our affliction? 

26 For our soul is made low to the dust. 

Our stomach clings to the earth. 

27 Stand up, O Lord, help us, 

and redeem us on account of your name. 





The King’s Marriage

44 aFOR THE END, ON BEHALF OF THE ALTERATIONS, BY THE SONS OF KORAH FOR UNDERSTANDING; A SONG ON BEHALF OF THE BELOVED ONE. 

2 My heart emptied itself in a good word. 

I speak my works to the King. 

My tongue is the reed pen of the swift-writing scribe. 

3 You are more beautiful with beauty than the sons of humans. 

Grace pours out in your lips. 

On account of this, God blesses you for eternity! 

4 Gird your sword upon your thigh, O mighty one, 

with your comeliness and your beauty. 

5 Stretch your bow and prosper and reign 

on account of truth and gentleness and righteousness. 

And your right hand will guide you wonderfully. 

6 Your arrows are sharpened, O mighty one, 

—peoples will fall under you— 

in the heart of the enemies of the King. 

7  Your throne, O God, is for eternity of eternity. 

The rod of your kingdom is a rod of uprightness. 

8 You loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. 

On account of this, God, your God, anointed you 

with olive oil of great joy beyond your companions. 

9 Myrrh and oil of myrrh and cassia are from your garments, 

from bastions of ivory from which they made you cheerful. 

10 Daughters of kings are in your honor. 

The queen is near at your right side, 

clothed in apparel interwoven with gold, 

adorned with embroidery. 

11 Hear, O daughter, and see, and incline your ear. 

Forget your people and the house of your father. 

12 For the King desired for your beauty, 

because he is your Lord. 

13 Daughters of Tyre will bow down to him with gifts. 

The riches of the people of the land will entreat your face. 

14 All her glory is as a daughter of the King, 

clothed with golden tassels, adorned with embroidery. 

15 Virgins will be carried away to the King after her. 

Her attendants will be carried away to you. 

16 They will be carried away with merriment and great joy. 

They will be led into the temple of the King. 

17 In the place of your fathers, your sons are born. 

You will establish them as rulers upon all the earth. 

18 They will remember your name in every generation and generation. 

On account of this, peoples will give thanks to you for eternity and for eternity of eternity. 




God Our Refuge

45 aFOR THE END, A PSALM IN THE NAME OF THE SONS OF KORAH, BECAUSE OF THE HIDDEN WAYS. 

2 Our God is a place of refuge and strength, 

a helper when afflictions find us very much. 

3 On account of this, we will not fear when the earth is troubled 

and the mountains are transferred in the hearts of the seas. 

4 Their waters roared and were stirred up; 

the mountains were troubled in his might. 

Musical interlude 

5 The torrents of the river make cheerful the city of God. 

The Most High sanctified his habitation. 

6 God is in the middle of it. It will not be shaken. 

God will help it with his face. 

7 The nations were stirred up; kingdoms fell. 

He gave his voice; the earth was afflicted. 

8 The Lord of powers is with us. 

The God of Jacob is our helper. 

Musical interlude 

9 Come, see the works of the Lord, 

which he set as wonders upon the earth. 

10 Removing wars until the ends of the earth, 

he will crush bow and shatter weapon, 

and he will burn shields with fire. 

11 “Cease from action, and know that I am God. 

I will be lifted high among the nations. 

I will be lifted high in the earth.” 

12 The Lord of powers is with us. 

The God of Jacob is our helper. 




God Is the King

46 aFOR THE END, A PSALM IN THE NAME OF THE SONS OF KORAH. 

2 All you nations, clap your hands! 

Shout aloud to God in a voice of great joy! 

3 For the Lord Most High is to be feared, 

a great King over all the earth. 

4 He subdued peoples for us 

and nations under our feet. 

5 He chose us as his inheritance, 

the beauty of Jacob, whom he loved. 

Musical interlude 

6 God went up in a loud shout, 

the Lord in the voice of a trumpet. 

7 Sing psalms to our God! Sing psalms! 

Sing psalms to our King! Sing psalms! 

8 For God is the King of all of the earth. 

Sing psalms intelligently! 

9 God rules over the nations. 

God is seated upon his holy throne. 

10 The rulers of the people are gathered with the God of Abraham, 

for God’s mighty ones of the earth are magnified very much. 




The City of Our God

47 aA PSALM OF A SONG BY THE SONS OF KORAH ON THE SECOND DAY OF THE SABBATH. 

2 Great is the Lord and worthy of very much praise 

in the city of our God, his holy mountain. 

3 The mountains of Zion are for the well-rooted rejoicing of all the earth, 

the sides of the north wind, 

the city of the great King. 

4 God is known in her palaces 

when he helps her. 

5 For look, the kings were gathered. 

They came together. 

6 They, after seeing it thus, marveled; 

they were troubled; they were shaken. 

7  Trembling seized them there, 

labor pangs as when a woman gives birth. 

8 By a violent wind you will crush the ships of Tarshish. 

9 Just as we heard, thus we saw in the city of the Lord of the powers, 

in the city of our God. God founded it for eternity. 

Musical interlude 

10 O God, we have thought upon your mercy 

in the middle of your people. 

11 According to your name, O God, 

thus also is your praise to the ends of the earth. 

Your right hand is full of righteousness. 

12 Let the mountain of Zion be cheerful! 

Let the daughters of Judah rejoice exceedingly 

because of your judgments, O Lord! 

13 Go around, O Zion, and cover it. 

Tell in its towers. 

14 Put your hearts to its power 

and observe its palaces carefully, 

that you may describe it to the next generation. 

15 For this is our God, 

for eternity and for eternity of eternity. 




My Mouth Will Speak Wisdom

48 bFOR THE END, A PSALM BY THE SONS OF KORAH. 

2 Hear these things, all you nations! 

Give ear, all you who are dwelling upon the inhabited earth, 

3 both those who are earthborn and the sons of humans, 

rich and poor together. 

4 My mouth will speak wisdom, 

and the meditation of my heart understanding. 

5 I will bend my ear to the proverb. 

With a harp I will open my problem. 

6 Why do I fear in the bad day? 

The lawlessness at my heel will surround me, 

7 the ones who trust in their power 

and boast in the great amount of their riches. 

8 A brother is not redeemed. Will a person redeem? 

He will not give to God his ransom, 

9 and the price of the ransoming of his life, 

and he labored for eternity. 

10  But he will live in the end 

because he will not see destruction 

11 when he sees the wise who have died. 

Together the senseless and the foolish one will perish 

and leave behind to strangers their wealth. 

12 And their graves are their houses for eternity, 

their quarters for generation and generation. 

They called their lands by their own names. 

13 And a person, although being with honor, does not understand. 

He is like the senseless livestock and is made like them. 

14 This way of theirs is a trap to them, 

and after these things with their mouth they bless. 

Musical interlude 

15 Like sheep they were placed in Hades. 

Death rules them, 

and the upright ones have dominion over them in the morning. 

Their help will be worn out from their glory in Hades. 

16 But God will redeem my soul from the hand of Hades 

when he receives me. 

Musical interlude 

17 Fear not when a person becomes wealthy 

and when the glory of his house increases. 

18 For when he dies, he will not take all things, 

nor will his glory go down with him. 

19 For his soul will be blessed in his life. 

He will give thanks to you when you do good to him. 

20 He will enter unto the generation of his fathers. 

He will not see light until eternity. 

21 A person, although being in honor, does not understand. 

He is like the senseless beasts and is made like them. 




God Is Judge

49 aA PSALM BY ASAPH. 

1 God of gods, the Lord, spoke 

and summoned the earth from the east and until its setting. 

2 From Zion is the goodly appearance of his comeliness. 

3 God will come visibly, 

our God, and he will not keep silent. 

A fire will burn before him, 

and around him is a violent storm. 

4 He will call the heavens above and the earth 

to judge his people. 

5 Gather to Him his holy ones 

who established his covenant by sacrifice. 

6 And the heavens will declare his righteousness, 

for God is judge. 

Musical interlude 

7  “Hear, O people of mine, 

and I will speak to you, O Israel. 

I will warn against you. 

I am God, your God. 

8 Not for your sacrifices will I reprove you. 

Your whole burnt offerings are always before me. 

9 I will not accept young bulls from your house, 

nor male goats from your flocks, 

10 for all the beasts of the wood are mine, 

the livestock in the mountains and cattle. 

11  I have known all the birds of the heavens, 

and the beauty of the field is with me. 

12 If I am hungry, never ever would I say so to you, 

for the inhabited world and the fullness of it are mine. 

13 I will not eat the flesh of bulls 

or drink the blood of goats, will I? 

14 Sacrifice to God a sacrifice of praise, 

and repay to the most high your vows. 

15 Call upon me in the day of tribulation, 

and I will deliver you, 

and you will glorify me.” 

Musical interlude 

16 But to the sinner God said, 

“Why do you set out in detail the righteous duties of mine, 

and take up my covenant in your mouth? 

17 You hated instruction, 

and you threw out my words to the rear. 

18 If you behold a thief, you run together with him. 

And you set your portion with adulterers. 

19 Your mouth abounds in badness, 

and your tongue embraces deceit. 

20 Seated, you speak against your brother, 

and you set a trap against the son of your mother. 

21 These things you did, and I was silent. 

You wrongly thought that I would be like you. 

I will reprove you 

and be present against your face. 

22 Understand indeed these things, you who forget God, 

lest he seize you, and there be no one who can rescue you. 

23 A sacrifice of praise will glorify me, 

and there is a way by which I will show him the salvation of God.” 




Create in Me a Clean Heart

50 aFOR THE END, A PSALM OF DAVID, 2 WHEN NATHAN THE PROPHET CAME TO HIM WHEN HE HAD GONE INTO BATHSHEBA. 

3 Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your great mercy. 

According to the magnitude of your compassions 

blot out my iniquity. 

4 Wash me thoroughly from my lawlessness, 

and cleanse me from my sin. 

5 For I know my lawlessness, 

and my sin is always before me. 

6 Against you alone did I sin, 

and I did the evil deed before you, 

so that you would be vindicated in your words 

and prevail when you judge. 

7 For look, in evils I was conceived, 

and in sins my mother conceived me. 

8 For look, you loved truth. 

You showed to me the unknown things 

and the secret things of your wisdom. 

9 Purify me with hyssop, 

and I will be cleansed. 

Wash me, 

and I will be made more white than snow. 

10 Cause me to hear great joy and cheer. 

The bones, having been made low, will rejoice exceedingly. 

11 Turn your face away from my sins, 

and blot out all my lawless acts. 

12 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit in my inward parts. 

13 Do not cast me from your face, 

and do not remove your Holy Spirit from me. 

14  Restore to me the great joy of your salvation, 

and strengthen me with a guiding spirit. 

15 I will teach the lawless ones your ways, 

and the ungodly ones will return to you. 

16 Rescue me from bloodshed, O God, the God of my salvation. 

My tongue will rejoice exceedingly in your righteousness. 

17 O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare your praise. 

18 For if you had wanted a sacrifice, 

I would have given a whole burnt offering. 

But you did not want it. 

19 A sacrifice to God is a broken spirit. 

A broken and humbled heart God will not disdain. 

20 Do good, O Lord, in your goodwill to Zion, 

and let the city walls of Jerusalem be restored. 

21 Then you will be well pleased with righteous sacrifice, 

with offering and whole burnt offerings. 

Then they will offer up young bulls upon your altar. 




A Fruitful Olive Tree

51 aFOR THE END, A PSALM OF UNDERSTANDING BY DAVID, 2 WHEN DOEG THE EDOMITE CAME AND REPORTED TO SAUL AND SAID TO HIM, “DAVID HAS COME INTO THE HOUSE OF ABIMELECH.” 

3 Why do you pride yourself in wickedness, O strong one, 

in lawlessness the whole day? 

4 Your tongue plotted wrongdoing. 

Like a sharpened razor you carried out treachery. 

5  You loved wickedness more than goodness, 

wrongdoing more than speaking righteousness. 

Musical interlude 

6 You loved all words of destruction, 

O deceitful tongue. 

7 On account of this, God will destroy you completely. 

May he pluck you out and remove you from a habitation, 

and your root from the land of the living ones. 

Musical interlude 

8 The righteous ones will see and fear, 

and they will laugh at him and say, 

9 “Look, the person who did not set God as his helper, 

but hoped in the magnitude of his riches, 

and was strengthened in his vanity.” 

10 But I am like a fruitful olive tree in the house of God. 

I hoped in the mercy of God for eternity and for eternity of eternity. 

11 I will give thanks to you for eternity 

because of what you did, 

and I waited upon your name, 

for it is good before your holy ones. 




No One Seeks God

52 aFOR THE END, IN THE NAME OF MAELETH, A PSALM OF UNDERSTANDING BY DAVID. 

2 The foolish said in his heart, “There is no God.” 

They were corrupted and were abhorred in evil acts. 

There is no one who is doing good. 

3 God looked out upon the sons of humans from the heavens 

to see if there is one who understands 

or one who seeks out God. 

4 All turned away. 

Together they became useless. 

There is not one doing good. 

There is not even one. 

5 Will not all the ones who work lawlessness know? 

Those who eat my people as the eating of bread did not call upon God. 

6 There they feared a fear, 

where there was no fear, 

because God scattered abroad the bones of the people pleasers. 

They were put to shame because God scorned them. 

7 Who will give the salvation of Israel from Zion? 

When the Lord turns back the captives of his people, 

Jacob will rejoice exceedingly, 

and Israel will be cheerful. 




The Lord Is the Protector of My Life

53 bFOR THE END, AMONG HYMNS OF UNDERSTANDING BY DAVID, 2 WHEN THE ZIPHITES CAME AND SAID TO SAUL, “LOOK! IS NOT DAVID HIDDEN WITH US?” 

3 O God, in your name save me, 

and in your power vindicate me! 

4 O God, hearken to my prayer. 

Give ear to the words of my mouth. 

5 For foreigners rose up against me, 

and mighty ones sought my life. 

They did not set God before them. 

Musical interlude 

6 For look, God helps me, 

and the Lord is the protector of my life. 

7 He will return the evil things against my enemies. 

In your truthfulness utterly destroy them! 

8 Willingly I will sacrifice to you. 

I will give thanks to your name 

because it is good. 

9 For from every affliction you rescued me, 

and my eye looked upon my enemies. 




Cast Your Care upon the Lord

54 aFOR THE END, AMONG HYMNS OF UNDERSTANDING BY DAVID. 

2 Give ear, O God, to my prayer, 

and do not look over my entreaty. 

3 Give heed to me, 

and give ear to me. 

I am grieved with my idle talk. 

I am troubled 

4 from the voice of the enemy 

and from the affliction of the sinner, 

because they turned around lawlessness against me. 

In anger they were indignant at me. 

5 My heart was troubled in me, 

and deathly cowardice fell upon me. 

7 And I said, “Who will give me wings like a dove, 

and I will fly away and be at rest?” 

8 Look, I traveled afar fleeing away, 

and I spent the night in the desert. 

Musical interlude 

9 I was awaiting the one who saves me 

from loss of heart and storm. 

10 Drown them, O Lord, and divide their tongues, 

because I saw lawlessness and controversy in the city. 

11 Day and night he will surround it upon its city walls. 

There is lawlessness and affliction in the middle of it 12 and wrongdoing; 

work and treachery did not come to an end from its wide streets. 

13 For if an enemy had reproached me, 

then I would have endured it. 

And if the one who hates would have boasted over me, 

I would have hidden from him. 

14  But it is you, O fellow of equal spirit, 

leader of me and my friend, 

15 who made food sweet together; 

in the house of God we walked in unity. 

16 Let death come upon them, 

and let them go down into Hades alive, 

because wickedness is in their sojournings 

in the middle of them. 

17 I cried aloud to God, 

and the Lord heard me. 

18 Evening and morning and midday I will set out in detail. 

I will report, and he will give ear to my voice. 

19 He will redeem my soul in peace 

from those who come near me, 

because in many ways they were with me. 

20 God will hearken, and he will make them lowly, 

the one who exists before the eternities. 

Musical interlude 

For there is no ransom for them, 

and they do not fear God. 

21 He stretched out his hand in retribution. 

They profaned His covenant. 

22 They were divided from the anger of his face, 

and his heart came near. 

His words softened more than olive oil, 

and they are javelins. 

23 Cast your care upon the Lord, 

and he will continually sustain you. 

He will not give a surging wave to the righteous one for eternity. 

24 But you, O God, will lead them down into the pit of destruction. 

Men of bloodshed and deceit will never divide in half their days. 

But as for me, 

I will hope upon you, O Lord. 




I Will Not Fear

55 aFOR THE END, ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE REMOVED FAR AWAY FROM THE SACRED THINGS; BY DAVID FOR INSCRIPTION, WHEN THE FOREIGNERS TOOK HOLD OF HIM IN GATH. 

2 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

because a person trampled me down the whole day. 

Making war, he afflicted me. 

3 My enemies trampled me the whole day, 

from the arrogance of the day, 

for many are those who are fighting against me. 

4 I shall be frightened, 

but I will hope upon you. 

5 In God I will praise my words the whole day. 

In God I placed my hope. 

I will not fear. 

What will mere flesh do to me? 

6 The whole day they were abhorring my words. 

All their thoughts are against me for evil. 

7 They will dwell beside and will hide my heel. 

They will keep watch just as I waited upon my soul. 

8 For nothing you will save them. 

In wrath you will bring down peoples, O God. 

9 My life I proclaimed to you. 

You set my tears before you, as even in your promise. 

10 My enemies will turn around backwards in whichever day I call upon you. 

Look, I knew that you are my God. 

11  To God I will praise with a speech. 

To God I will praise with a word. 

12 Upon God I placed my hope. 

I will not fear what a person will do to me. 

13 In me, O God, are the vows 

that I will render of praise 

14 because you rescued my soul from death, 

and my feet from slipping, 

that I would be well pleasing before God 

in the light of the living. 




In the Shadow of Your Wings

56 aFOR THE END, DO NOT UTTERLY DESTROY! BY DAVID FOR INSCRIPTION, WHEN HE ESCAPED FROM SAUL’S FACE INTO THE CAVE. 

2 Have mercy on me, O God. Have mercy upon me, 

because in you my soul has trusted, 

and in the shadow of your wings I will hope 

until when evil passes by. 

3 I will cry aloud to God most high, 

the God who does good for me. 

Musical interlude 

4 He dispatched from the heavens and saved me. 

He gave for reproach those who trampled me down. 

God dispatched his mercy and his truth. 

5 And he rescued my soul from the middle of lions. 

I fell asleep troubled. 

The sons of humans, their teeth are a weapon and arrows, 

and their tongue is a sharp sword. 

6 Be lifted high over the heavens, O God, 

and may your glory be over all the earth. 

7 They prepared a trap for my feet, 

and they bent down my soul. 

They dug a hole before my face, 

and they fell into it. 

Musical interlude 

8 My heart is ready, O God, my heart is ready. 

I will sing and sing psalms. 

9 Awake, O my glory! Awake, harp and lyre. 

I will awake at dawn. 

10 I will give thanks to you among the peoples, O Lord. 

I will sing psalms to you among the nations, 

11 because your mercy was magnified unto the heavens, 

and your truth unto the clouds. 

12 Be lifted up over the heavens, O God, 

and your glory over all the earth. 




The Judgment of the Wicked

57 aFOR THE END, DO NOT UTTERLY DESTROY! BY DAVID FOR INSCRIPTION. 

2 If truly then you speak righteousness, 

judge upright things, O sons of humans. 

3 For even in your heart you perform lawless acts in the land, 

your hands plot wrongdoing. 

4 Sinners alienated from the womb, 

they are led astray from the womb. 

They speak falsehood. 

5 Their rage is according to the likeness of the serpent, 

as a deaf adder also stopping up its ears, 

6 which does not hear the voice of those singing chants, 

and the magician using enchantments with skill. 

7 God broke their teeth in their mouth; 

the Lord crushed together the molars of the lions. 

8  They will be set to naught as water going through. 

He will stretch his bow till they stumble. 

9 As beeswax melting they will be removed; 

a fire has fallen, and they did not see the sun. 

10 Before your brambles notice the thorn, 

he will devour you as alive, as in wrath. 

11  The righteous will be cheerful when he sees the vengeance of the ungodly. 

He will wash his hands in the blood of the sinner. 

12 And a person will say, “Surely then there is fruit for the righteous one. 

Therefore, God is judging them in the land.” 




A Prayer for Deliverance

58 aFOR THE END, DO NOT UTTERLY DESTROY! BY DAVID FOR INSCRIPTION, WHEN SAUL SENT AND WATCHED HIS HOUSE TO KILL HIM. 

2 Deliver me from my enemies, O God, 

and redeem me from those who rise up against me. 

3 Rescue me from those who work lawlessness, 

and save me from men of bloodshed, 

4 because look, they hunted my soul. 

Strong men lay hold upon me. 

Nor was it my lawlessness, 

nor was it my sin, O Lord. 

5 Without my lawlessness they ran, and I went directly. 

Rise up to meet me and see. 

6 And you, O Lord, 

the God of mighty powers, the God of Israel, 

pay attention to visit all the nations. 

Do not have pity upon all who are working lawlessness. 

Musical interlude 

7  They will return in the evening, 

and they will be hungry as a dog, 

and they will encircle the city. 

8 Look, they speak in their mouth, and a sword is in their lips, 

for they think, “Who has heard?” 

9 And you, O Lord, will laugh at them. 

You will scorn all the nations. 

10 My strength I will keep with you, 

because you, O God, are my helper. 

11 My God, his mercy will come near to me. 

My God will show to me victory among my enemies. 

12 Do not kill them, lest they forget your law. 

Scatter them in your power and bring them down, 

O Lord, my protector. 

13 Because of the sin of their mouth and the word of their lips, 

let them be captured in their arrogance. 

Then by their cursing and lying they will be announced, 

14 as destruction, in the wrath of destruction; 

and they shall not be. 

They will know that the God of Jacob is Lord over the ends of the earth. 

Musical interlude 

15 They will return in the evening, 

and they will be hungry as a dog, 

and they will encircle the city. 

16 They will be scattered abroad to eat, 

but if they are satisfied, also they will murmur. 

17  But I will sing to your power, 

and I will rejoice greatly in the morning by your mercy; 

for you were my helper 

and a place of refuge in the day of affliction. 

18 My helper, to you I will sing psalms, O my God, 

because, O my helper, you are my God, my mercy. 




A National Lament

59 aFOR THE END; FOR THOSE WHO ARE STILL BEING CHANGED, FOR INSCRIPTION BY DAVID FOR TEACHING, 2 WHEN HE SET ON FIRE ARAM-NAHARAIM OF SYRIA AND ARAM-ZOBAHN OF ZOBAH, AND JOAB RETURNED AND STRUCK TWELVE THOUSAND IN THE RAVINE OF SALT. 

3 O God, you rejected us and destroyed us; 

You were angered, and yet you had pity on us. 

4 You trembled the earth and confounded it. 

Heal the wounds of it, because they are afflicted. 

5 You showed difficulties to your people. 

You gave us to drink wine of bewilderment. 

6 You gave a sign to those who are fearing you 

to flee from the face of the bow. 

Musical interlude 

7 So that your beloved would be rescued, 

save by your right hand and hear me. 

8 God spoke in his holy place, 

“I will rejoice exceedingly and divide Shechem, 

and I will measure the valley of tents. 

9 Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine, 

and Ephraim is the strength of my head. 

Judah is my king. 

10 Moab is the cauldron of my hope. 

Over Edom I will stretch out my shoe. 

Foreigners were placed under me.” 

11  Who will lead me into a city of siege? 

Who will guide me unto Edom? 

12 Are you not the God who rejected us? 

And will you not come out, O God, with our forces? 

13 Give us help from affliction 

and the vain salvation of humanity. 

14 But with God we will do mightily, 

and he will set to naught those who afflict us. 




The Tower of Strength

60 bFOR THE END, WITH HYMNS, BY DAVID. 

2 Hear my entreaty. 

Pay attention to my prayer. 

3 From the ends of the earth I cried aloud to you, 

when my heart was in anguish. 

You lifted me upon a rock. 

You guided me, 

4 because you were my hope, 

a tower of strength from the face of the enemy. 

5 I will dwell in your tent for eternity. 

Musical interlude 

I will be covered in the protection of your wings. 

6 For you, O God, heard my prayer. 

You gave an inheritance to those who fear your name. 

7 You will add days upon days to the king. 

until days of generations and generations. 

8 He will remain for eternity before God. 

His mercy and truth, who will seek them out? 

9 Thus I will sing psalms to your name for eternity of eternity, 

so that I can render my vows day by day. 




God Is My Savior

61 aFOR THE END, ON BEHALF OF JEDUTHUN, A PSALM BY DAVID. 

2 Will not my soul be obedient to God? 

For my deliverance is from him. 

3 For indeed, he is my God and my savior, my helper. 

Never ever will I be shaken too greatly. 

4 How long will you assail against a person? 

You murder, all of you, like a bent wall and a pushed fence. 

5 However, they deliberated to reject my honor. 

They ran with thirst; 

with their mouth they bless, 

but with their heart they called down curses. 

Musical interlude 

6 However, obey God, O my soul, 

for from him is my hope. 

7 For he is my God and my savior, my helper. 

Never ever will I flee. 

8 In God is my deliverance. 

And my glory is the God of my help. 

And my hope is in God. 

9 Place your hope in him, all you gathering of the people. 

Pour out before him your hearts. 

God is our helper. 

Musical interlude 

10 However, vain are the sons of humans. 

False in scales are the sons of humans to do wrong. 

They are vainly the same. 

11 Do not hope in wrongdoing and in booty. 

Do not yearn after wealth; 

if it overflows, do not hand over the heart. 

12 Once God spoke; 

I heard these two things: 

that strength is God’s, 

13 and in you, O Lord, is mercy, 

because you will repay to each one according to his works. 




My Lips Will Praise You

62 aA PSALM, BY DAVID WHEN HE WAS IN THE DESERT OF EDOM. 

2 O God, my God, to you I rise early. 

My soul thirsts for you. 

How often my flesh longs for you 

in a desolate and inaccessible and waterless land. 

3 Thus I appeared to you in the holy place, 

to see your power and your glory. 

4  For better is your mercy than life. 

My lips will praise you. 

5  Thus I will bless you with my life. 

In your name I will raise up my hands. 

6 As with tallow and fattiness let my soul be fully satisfied, 

and lips of rejoicing will praise your name. 

7 If I was remembering you in my bed, 

in the dawn I was meditating on you. 

8 For you were my helper, 

and in the shelter of your wings I will rejoice greatly. 

9 My soul clung after you. 

Your right hand helped me. 

10 But they sought my soul in vain. 

They will enter into the lowest parts of the earth. 

11 They will be handed over into the hands of the sword. 

Portions for a fox they will be. 

12 But the king will be cheerful in God. 

Everyone who swears in him will be praised, 

because the mouths of those speaking unjust things were stopped. 




The Fear of the Enemy

63 bFOR THE END, A PSALM BY DAVID. 

2 Hear my prayer, O God, when I pray to you. 

From the fear of the enemy deliver my soul, 

4 who sharpened as a sword their tongues; 

they stretched their bow as a cruel deed, 

5 to strike down the blameless 

with arrows in hidden places. 

Suddenly they will strike him, 

and they will not fear. 

6  They strengthened themselves with an evil word. 

They set out in detail to hide snares. 

They said, “Who will see them?” 

7 They searched out lawlessness. 

They came to an end, searching with an inquiry. 

A person will come, 

and the heart is deep. 

8 And God will be raised up. 

Their blows became an arrow of infants, 

9 and their tongues disdained him. 

All those who were beholding them were troubled. 

10 And every person feared, 

and they reported the works of God, 

and they understood his deeds. 

11 The righteous one will be cheerful in the Lord, 

and he will hope in him. 

And all the upright in heart will be praised. 




The River of God

64 aFOR THE END, A PSALM BY DAVID, A SONG. 

2 For you, O God, a hymn is fitting in Zion, 

and to you a vow will be repaid. 

3 Give ear to my prayer! 

To you all flesh will be present. 

4  Words of lawless ones prevailed over us, 

and you will pardon our impieties. 

5 Blessed is the one whom you choose and took. 

He will dwell in your courts. 

We will be full with the good things of your house. 

Your temple is holy. 

6 You are wonderful in righteousness. 

Hear us, O God, our savior, 

the hope of all the ends of the earth, 

7 who prepares the mountains in your strength, 

having been girded in sovereignty, 

8 the one who troubles the water of the sea, 

the sounds of its waves; 

the nations will be troubled! 

9 And those who are inhabiting the ends will fear from your signs. 

You will delight the going out of the morning and evening. 

10 You visited the earth and filled it. 

You multiplied to enrich it. 

The river of God was filled with waters. 

You prepared their food, because thus was your preparation. 

11 Satisfy its furrows. Increase its products. 

That which grows up will be delighted in its drippings. 

12  You will bless the crown of the year with your kindness, 

and your fields will be full of fattiness. 

13 The mountains of the desert will be increased, 

and the hills will be girded with great joy. 

14 The rams of the sheep were clothed, 

and the hollows multiplied with corn. 

They have cried aloud. 

Indeed, they will sing. 




How Awesome Are Your Works

65 aFOR THE END, A SONG OF A PSALM OF RESURRECTION. 

1 Shout aloud to God, all the earth! 

2 Sing psalms indeed to his name. 

Give glory with praise of him. 

3 Say to God, “How awesome are your works! 

In the magnitude of your power, 

your enemies feigned loyalty to you. 

4  Let all the earth bow down to you, 

and let them sing psalms to you! 

Let them sing psalms to your name.” 

Musical interlude 

5 Come children, and see the works of God; 

he is awesome in his plans on behalf of the sons of humans, 

6 who turns the sea to dry ground. 

In the river they will go through on foot. 

There we will be cheerful in him, 

7 who is Lord in his sovereignty of eternity. 

His eyes look down upon the nations. 

Let the ones embittered not be lifted high in themselves. 

Musical interlude 

8 Bless our God, O nations, 

and make heard the voice of his praise, 

9 who places my soul into life 

and who did not give my feet into the surging wave. 

10 For you tested us, O God, 

and you purged us as silver is purged. 

11 You led us into the trap; 

you set afflictions before us. 

12 You put people upon our heads. 

We went through fire and water, 

and you led us into refreshment. 

13 I will enter into your house with whole burnt offerings; 

I will give to you my vows, 

14 which my lips set aside 

and my mouth spoke in my affliction. 

15 Whole burnt offerings full of marrow I will offer up to you. 

With burnt sacrifice and rams I will offer to you bulls with male goats. 

Musical interlude 

16 Come, hear, and I will describe, all you who fear the Lord, 

how much he did for my soul. 

17  To him I cried aloud with my mouth, 

and I lifted up high under my tongue. 

18 If I were to behold wrongdoing in my heart, 

may the Lord not heed it. 

19 On account of this, God heard me. 

He paid heed to the voice of my prayer. 

20 Blessed is God, who does not send away my prayer 

and his mercy from me. 




Let the Nations Rejoice

66 aFOR THE END, AMONG HYMNS, A PSALM OF DAVID. 

2 O God, have pity on us, 

and bless us to shine his face upon us, 

Musical interlude 

3 to know in the earth your way 

and in all the nations your salvation. 

4 Let the peoples give thanks, O God; 

let all the peoples give thanks. 

5 Let the nations be cheerful, 

and let them rejoice exceedingly, 

because you will judge the peoples in uprightness, 

and you will lead the nations in the earth. 

Musical interlude 

6 Let the peoples give thanks to you, O God; 

let all the peoples give thanks to you. 

7 The earth gave of its fruit. 

Bless us, O God, our God. 

8 Bless us, O God, 

and let all the ends of the earth fear him. 




Let God Rise Up

67 bFOR THE END, BY DAVID, A PSALM OF A SONG. 

2 Let God rise up, and let his enemies be scattered, 

and let those who hate him flee away from his face. 

3 As smoke comes to an end, 

let them come to an end; 

as beeswax melts from the face of fire, 

thus may sinners be destroyed from the face of God. 

4 And let the righteous ones be cheerful. 

Musical interlude 

Let them rejoice exceedingly before God. 

Let them delight in cheer. 

5 Sing to God. Sing psalms to his name. 

Make a road for the one who has tread upon the west; 

the Lord is his name. 

And rejoice exceedingly before him. 

6  They will be stirred up by his face, 

who is the father of the fatherless 

and the judge of the widows; 

God is in his holy place. 

7 God causes the solitary to dwell in a house, 

leading those having been bound fast in strength, 

likewise those who provoke, 

those who are dwelling in graves. 

8 O God, when you went before your people, 

when you passed over the desert, 

Musical interlude 

9 the earth shook, 

and indeed the heavens trickled, 

from the face of the God of Sinai, 

from the face of the God of Israel. 

10 Rain you will willingly grant, O God, for your inheritance, 

and it was weak, but you restored it. 

11  Your living beings will dwell in it. 

You prepared it in your goodness for the poor. 

12 The Lord God will give a word to those 

who bring good news with great power, 

13 “The king of the forces of the beloved one, even the beloved, 

and in the beauty of the house divides the spoils. 

14 If you sleep between the portions, 

there will be the wings of the dove plated with silver 

and the back parts of it in pale yellow of gold.” 

Musical interlude 

15 When the heavenly one separates kings upon it, 

they will be covered with snow in Zalmon. 

16 The mountain of God is a fat mountain. 

The mountain, having been formed, is a fat mountain. 

17  Why do you think conceitedly, O formed mountain, 

the mountain that God was well pleased to live in it? 

Indeed, the Lord will dwell completely. 

18 The chariots of God are ten thousand-fold, 

thousands of those flourishing. 

The Lord is among them in Sinai, 

in the holy place. 

19 Having gone up to the high place, 

you took as prisoners a body of captives. 

You received gifts in a person, yes indeed, those resisting, 

to cause them to dwell there. 

20 The Lord God is blessed. Blessed is the Lord day by day. 

And the God of our deliverances will prosper us. 

Musical interlude 

21 Our God is a God who saves, 

and the issues of death belong to the Lord. 

22 However, God will crush the heads of his enemies, 

the crown of hair of those who walk in his trespasses. 

23  The Lord said, “From Bashan I will return; 

I will return in the deep of the sea, 

24 so that your foot would be dipped in blood, 

the tongue of your dogs stained from your enemies from it.” 

25 Your ways were beheld, O God, 

the ways of my God, the king who is in his holy place. 

26 The rulers came near, 

next to singers of psalms in the middle of maiden drummers. 

27 In the assemblies bless God, 

the Lord from the fountains of Israel. 

28  There is Benjamin, the youngest, in entrancement, 

the rulers of Judah leading them, 

the rulers of Zebulun, 

the rulers of Naphtali. 

29 Command, O God, with your power. 

Strengthen, O God, this that you prepared for us. 

30 From your temple in Jerusalem 

kings will bring gifts to you. 

31 Rebuke the beasts of the reed, 

the congregation of the bulls in the heifers of the peoples, 

that those who have been scrutinized with silver would not be shut off. 

Scatter the nations who want wars. 

32 Elders will be present from Egypt; 

Ethiopia will draw near her hand to God. 

33 Kingdoms of the earth, sing to God! 

Sing psalms to the Lord! 

Musical interlude 

34 Sing psalms to God, 

who has tread upon the heaven of the heavens to the east. 

Look, he will give in his voice 

a voice of power. 

35 Give glory to God! 

In Israel is the majesty of him, 

and the power of him is in the clouds. 

36 Marvelous is God in his holy place. 

The God of Israel himself will give power and strength to his people. 

And blessed is God! 




Give Ear to Me, O Lord

68 aFOR THE END, ON BEHALF OF THOSE WHO ARE BEING CHANGED, BY DAVID. 

2 Save me, O God, 

because waters entered unto my soul. 

3 I was planted in the mud of the deep, 

and there was no substance. 

I came into the depth of the sea, 

and the storm drowned me. 

4 I grew weary of crying aloud; my throat was sore. 

My eyes were brought to an end by coming near to my God. 

5 Those who hate me for nothing increased more than the hairs of my head; 

my enemies, those who persecute me unjustly, were strengthened. 

What things I did not seize, 

then I repaid. 

6 O God, you knew my folly and my trespasses; 

they are not hidden from you. 

7 May those who wait upon you not be put to shame because of me, 

O Lord of forces. 

May those who seek you not be shamed because of me, 

O God of Israel, 

8 because on account of you I bore reproach; 

shame covered my face. 

9 I became a stranger to my brothers, 

and a foreigner to the children of my mother, 

10 because the zeal of your house has devoured me, 

and the reproach of those who revile you fell upon me. 

11 And I was bent in a fast with respect to my soul, 

and it became as a reproach to me. 

12 And I put on my garment as sackcloth, 

and I have become to them a byword. 

13  Those who are seated in the gate were chattering against me, 

and those who drink wine were singing psalms against me. 

14 But I, in my prayer to you, O Lord, 

may it be an occasion of good will. 

O God, in the magnitude of your mercy 

hear in the truthfulness of your salvation. 

15 Save me from the mud, 

that I would not be planted in it. 

May I be rescued from those who hate me 

and from the depth of the waters. 

16 Do not let a storm of water drown me, 

nor let the deep devour me, 

nor let the pit surround its mouth upon me. 

17 Give ear to me, O Lord, because your mercy is good. 

According to the magnitude of your compassions look down upon me. 

18 Because I am afflicted, quickly hear me. 

19 Pay attention to my soul and redeem it. 

On account of my enemies rescue me. 

20  For you know my reproach and my shame and my humiliation. 

Before you are all those who are afflicting me. 

21 My soul expected reproach and misery. 

And I waited upon the one hurting with me, and he did not exist, 

and for one to comfort me, but I found none. 

22 And they gave gall for my food, 

and they gave me vinegar for my drink. 

23 Let their table become before them a trap 

and a repayment and a stumbling block. 

24 Let their eyes be darkened that they would not see. 

Through everything bend their back. 

25 Pour out your wrath upon them, 

and may the rage of your wrath seize upon them. 

26 Let their dwelling become stripped bare, 

and let there be no one dwelling in their tents, 

27 because they persecuted the one whom you struck down, 

and they added to the pain of my wound. 

28 Add lawlessness to their lawlessness, 

and let them not enter in your righteousness. 

29 Let them be blotted out from the book of the living, 

and let them not be written with the righteous ones. 

30 I am poor and suffering, 

and the salvation of your face supported me. 

31 I will praise the name of God! 

With song I will magnify him in praise. 

32 And this will satisfy God 

more than a young bull bearing horns and hoofs. 

33 Let the poor see and be cheerful. 

Seek out God, and you shall live, 

34 because the Lord gave ear to the poor ones, 

and his own ones, having been bound fast, he did not scorn. 

35 Let the heavens and the earth praise him, 

the sea and all the creeping things in them. 

36 For God will save Zion, 

and the cities of Judah will be restored. 

And they will inhabit there, 

and they will inherit it. 

37 And the seed of his servants will possess it. 

And the ones loving his name will dwell in it. 




Let God Be Magnified

69 aFOR THE END, BY DAVID, FOR REMEMBERING THAT THE LORD WOULD SAVE ME. 

2 O God, pay attention to my help! 

3 May those who seek my soul be put to shame, 

and may they be turned about. 

May those who wish evil things for me be turned backwards, 

and may they be disgraced. 

4 May those who are dishonoring be turned back immediately, 

who are saying to me, “Good, good!” 

5 Let all who seek you rejoice exceedingly, 

and let them be cheerful in you. 

And let the ones who love your salvation say always, 

“Let God be magnified!” 

6  But I am needy and poor; 

O God, help me! 

You are my helper and my deliverer; 

O Lord, do not delay! 




O God, Who Is Like You?

70 aBY DAVID, WHEN THE SONS OF JONADAB AND THE FIRST ONES WERE TAKEN PRISONER. 

1 O God, in you I placed my hope; 

may I not be disgraced for eternity. 

2 In your righteousness rescue me and deliver me. 

Bend your ear to me and save me. 

3 Become to me a protector God, 

a strong place to save me, 

because you are my strength and my refuge. 

4 O God, rescue me from the hand of the sinner, 

from the hand of the one transgressing the law and doing wrong, 

5 because you are my hope, O Lord; 

the Lord is my hope from my youth. 

6 In you I was strengthened from the womb; 

from the belly of my mother you are my protector. 

In you is my praising through everything. 

7 Just like wonders I became to many people, 

and you are a strong helper. 

8 Let my mouth be filled with praise, 

that I will sing of your glory, your majesty, the whole day. 

9 Do not cast me away in the time of old age; 

when my strength comes to an end, do not forsake me. 

10 For my enemies spoke against me, 

and the ones who guarded my soul deliberated in the same way, 

11 saying, “God has forsaken him. 

Pursue and seize upon him, because there is no one who rescues.” 

12 O God, do not be far removed from me. 

13 Let those who accuse my soul falsely be dishonored, 

and let them come to an end. 

Let those who seek evil things for me 

be clothed in disgrace and shame. 

14 But I will hope through everything 

and will add to all your praise. 

15 My mouth will proclaim your righteousness the whole day; 

your salvation, because I knew not diligent studies. 

16 I will enter in the power of the Lord, O Lord. 

I will remember your righteousness alone. 

17 You taught me, O God, from my youth, 

and until now I will announce your wondrous things. 

18 Also unto old age and while elderly, 

O God, do not forsake me, 

as long as ever I will announce your strength, 

your power to every coming generation, 

19 and your righteousness, O God, unto the highest. 

What magnificent things you did! 

O God, who is like you? 

20 For you showed to me great and evil afflictions, 

but you returned, you made me alive, 

and from the depths of the earth 

again you raised me up. 

21 You multiplied your righteousness, and you returned. 

You comforted me, and from the depths again you raised me up. 

22 Indeed, I will give thanks to you 

with the instrument of a psalm for your truth. 

I will sing psalms to you, O God, 

with the lyre, O holy one of Israel. 

23 My lips will rejoice exceedingly whenever I sing psalms to you, 

and my soul, which you redeemed. 

24 Furthermore, my tongue will meditate 

on your righteousness the whole day, 

whenever those who seek evil things for me 

are dishonored and turned about. 




Give the King Your Justice

71 aFOR SOLOMON. 

1 O God, give your justice to the king, 

and your righteousness to the son of the king, 

2 to judge your people in righteousness 

and your poor in justice. 

3 Let the mountains take up peace for your people, 

and let the hills be. 

4 In righteousness he will judge the poor of the people, 

and he will save the children of the poor, 

and he will humble the false accuser. 

5 And he will continue with the sun 

and before the moon for generations and generations. 

6 And he will come down as rain upon wool 

and just like drops trickling upon the earth. 

7 Righteousness will grow up in his days, 

and a multitude of peace, until when the moon will be removed. 

8 And he will rule from sea unto sea 

and from river unto the ends of the inhabited earth. 

9 Before him Ethiopians will bow down, 

and his enemies will lick up the dust. 

10 Kings of Tarshish and the islands will bring gifts; 

kings of Arabs and of Sheba will furnish gifts. 

11 And all the kings will bow down to him; 

all the nations will serve him. 

12 Because he rescued the needy one from the hand of the master, 

and the poor one for whom there was no helper. 

13 He will spare the needy one and the poor one, 

and the souls of the poor he will save. 

14 From financial oppression and injustice he will redeem their souls, 

and their name will be honored before him. 

15 And he will live long, 

and there will be given to him from the gold of Arabia. 

And they will pray concerning him always; 

the whole day they will bless him. 

16 He will be a support in the land 

upon the tops of the mountains. 

His fruit will surpass beyond Lebanon, 

and they will bloom from the city just as the grass of the earth. 

17 Let his name be blessed into the eternities. 

Before the sun his name will remain, 

and all the tribes of the land will be blessed in him; 

all the nations will bless him. 

18 Blessed is the Lord, God of Israel, 

who does wondrous things alone. 

19 And blessed is the name of his glory into 

eternity and into the eternity of eternity. 

All the earth will be full of his glory. 

May it be! May it be! 

20 The hymns of David, the son of Jesse, have come to an end. 




How Good Is God to Israel

72 aA PSALM BY ASAPH. 

1 How good is God to Israel, 

to the upright ones in heart. 

2 But my feet were shaken more than a little. 

More than a little my steps were poured out. 

3 For I was envious over the lawless ones, 

while beholding the peace of sinners, 

4 because there is no refusal in their death, 

and there is strength in their whip. 

5 They are not in the troubles of humans. 

And they will not be flogged with humans. 

6 On account of this, arrogance took hold of them. 

They were clothed with wrongdoing and their ungodliness. 

7 Their injustice will flow out as from fat. 

They went through to the disposition of their heart. 

8 They intended and spoke in wickedness. 

They spoke wrongdoing in arrogance. 

9  They placed their mouth in the heavens. 

And their tongue went through to the earth. 

10 On account of this, my people will return here, 

and full days will be found for them. 

11 And they said, “How did God know?” 

And they asked whether there is knowledge in the Most High. 

12 Look, sinners, and they are flourishing. 

For eternity they possessed riches. 

13 And I said, “Therefore, in vain I set to right my heart, 

and washed in innocence my hands. 

14 And I was flogged the whole day, 

and my rebuke was in the mornings.” 

15 If I were to say, “I will describe thus,” 

then look, I would have broken covenant 

with the generation of your children. 

16 And I took up to know this, 

a trouble before me, 

17 until I would enter into the sanctuary of God, 

and I would understand the final affairs. 

18 However, on account of their treacheries, 

you determined to them. 

19 How they came to desolation! Suddenly they came to an end! 

They were destroyed on account of their lawlessness. 

20 Just like a dream of one awakening, O Lord, 

in your city you will set to naught their image. 

21 For my heart was cheered, 

and my mind was changed. 

22 And I, being scorned, also did not know; 

I was like a beast before you. 

23 And I was through all with you. 

You seized my right hand. 

24 In your counsel you led me, 

and with glory you took me along. 

25 For what exists for me in the heavens besides you? 

What did I want upon the earth? 

26 My heart and my flesh came to an end. 

You are the God of my heart and my portion, O God, for eternity. 

27 For look, those who remove themselves from you will perish. 

You destroyed every one acting unfaithfully from you. 

28 But for me, to be fastened to the Lord is good, 

to place in the Lord my hope, 

to make known all your praises 

in the gates of the daughter of Zion. 




Remember Your Congregation

73 aOF UNDERSTANDING, BY ASAPH. 

1 O God, why will you reject completely? 

Your wrath was angered upon the sheep of your pasture. 

2 Remember your congregation, 

which you created from the beginning. 

You redeemed the rod of your inheritance, 

this Mount Zion, which you dwelt in it. 

3 Lift up your hands upon their arrogance completely, 

as much as the enemy among your holy ones acted wickedly. 

4 And those who hate you 

prided themselves in the middle of your feast. 

5 As into the entrance above, 

as in the thicket of wood with axes, 

they cut 6 the doors of it; 

in the same way, with axe and stonecutter’s tool, they dashed it down. 

7  They ignited with fire your sanctuary; 

to the earth they profaned the tent of your name. 

8 They said in their heart, their kindred altogether, 

“Come and cease the feasts of the Lord from the land!” 

9 We do not see our signs; 

there is no longer a prophet, 

and he will know us no longer. 

10 How long, O God, will the enemy revile, 

will the one opposing your name anger completely? 

11 Why do you turn back your hand, 

and your right hand from the middle of your chest completely? 

12  But he is our King from before for eternity. 

You made salvation in the middle of the earth. 

13 You strengthened the sea by your power; 

you broke the heads of the serpents in the water. 

14  You gave it as food to the Ethiopian peoples. 

15 You broke through springs and torrents. 

16 Yours is the day, and yours is the night. 

You created the sun and moon. 

17 You made all the boundaries of the earth. 

You made summer and spring. 

18 Remember this of your creation. 

An enemy reproached the Lord, 

and a foolish people provoked his name. 

19 Do not deliver to the beasts a soul confessing you; 

do not forget the souls of your poor completely. 

20 Look into your covenant, 

because the darkened places in the land were filled with lawless houses. 

21 Let not the lowered and disgraced one be turned away; 

the needy and the poor will praise your name. 

22 Stand up, O God, judge your cause. 

Remember the reproach of you by the foolish the whole day. 

23 Do not forget the voice of your supplicants. 

The arrogance of those hating you, let it ascend to you continually. 




The Horns of the Righteous

74 aFOR THE END, DO NOT UTTERLY DESTROY! A PSALM BY ASAPH, A SONG. 

2 We will give thanks to you, O God. 

We will give thanks and invoke your name. 

I will describe all your wondrous things 3 when I take time. 

I will judge with uprightness. 

4 The earth and all the ones who are inhabiting it melted. 

I made strong the pillars of it. 

Musical interlude 

5 I said to those transgressing the law, “Do not transgress the law,” 

and to those sinning, “Do not raise up a horn! 

6  Do not lift into the heights your horn! 

Do not speak wrongdoing against God.” 

7 For it comes neither from going out, 

nor from the west, nor from the deserted places. 

8 For God is judge 

to make this one low and to elevate that one, 

9 because there is a cup in the hand of the Lord, 

full of unmixed wine poured out, 

and he tipped it this way and that way; 

however, the dregs of it were not emptied out, 

and all the sinners of the earth will drink it. 

10 But I will rejoice exceedingly for eternity. 

I will sing psalms to the God of Jacob. 

11 And all the horns of the sinners I will shatter, 

and the horns of the righteous one will be raised up. 




The Awesome One

75 bFOR THE END, AMONG HYMNS; A PSALM BY ASAPH, A SONG TO THE ASSYRIAN. 

2 God is known in Judah. 

In Israel his name is great. 

3 And his place was in peace, 

and his abode was in Zion. 

4 There he crushed the mighty things of the bow, 

weapon and sword and battle. 

There he shall break the horn. 

Musical interlude 

5  You shine wonderfully from eternal mountains. 

6 All the senseless in heart were troubled; 

they slept their slumber. 

And all men of riches found nothing with their hands. 

7 From your censure, O God of Jacob, 

the ones who tread upon the horses slumbered. 

8 You are awesome, 

and who will resist you, from your anger. 

9 From the heavens you heard justice. 

The earth feared and kept quiet 

10 when God arose for justice, 

to save all the meek in heart. 

Musical interlude 

11 For the inward thought of a person will give thanks to you, 

and a remnant of inward thought will celebrate you. 

12 Pray and repay to the Lord, our God. 

All who are around him will bring gifts 13 to the awesome one 

and to the one who takes away the spirits of the rulers, 

to the awesome one beyond the kings of the earth. 




You Led Your People

76 aFOR THE END, FOR JEDUTHUN, A PSALM BY ASAPH. 

2 With my voice I cried aloud to the Lord. 

Indeed, my voice went up to God, and he paid attention to me. 

3  In the day of my affliction I sought out God 

with my hands, by night before him, 

and I was not distracted. 

My soul refused to be consoled. 

4 I remembered God, and I was cheerful. 

I chattered, and my spirit fainted. 

Musical interlude 

5 My enemy occupied the night watches; 

I was troubled, and I did not speak. 

6 I considered ancient days 

and eternal years. 

7 I was reminded, and I meditated at night with my heart. 

I chattered, and my spirit searched. 

8 The Lord will not reject for eternity, will he? 

And he will yet continue to be well pleased, will he not? 

9 Or will he cut off mercy to an end 

from generation and generation? 

10 Or will God forget to have pity? 

Or will he shut up his compassions with his anger? 

Musical interlude 

11 And I said, “Now I am beginning to see 

that this is the change of the right hand of the Most High.” 

12 I remembered the works of the Lord, 

because I will remember your wondrous things from the beginning. 

13 And I will chatter on all your works, 

and on your habits I will chatter. 

14 O God, in the holy place is your way. 

What god is great like our God is? 

15 You are our God who does wondrous things. 

You made known your power among your peoples. 

16 You delivered your people with your strong arm, 

the children of Jacob and Joseph. 

Musical interlude 

17  Waters saw you, O God. 

Waters saw you, and they feared, 

and the deep waters were troubled. 

18 There was an abundant echo of water. 

The clouds gave a voice; 

indeed, your arrows go through. 

19 The voice of your thunder was in the circle. 

It was afflicted, and the earth was trembling. 

20 In the sea is your way, 

and your paths are in great waters, 

but your tracks will not be known. 

21 You led your people like sheep 

by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 




God’s Actions on Behalf of Israel

77 aOF UNDERSTANDING, BY ASAPH. 

1 Pay attention to my law, my people. 

Bend your ear to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in parables. 

I will voice riddles from the beginning. 

3 How much we heard and knew. 

Also our fathers described them to us. 

4  They were not hidden from their children 

for the next generation, 

reporting the praises of the Lord and his powerful acts 

and his wondrous things, which he did. 

5 And he established a testimony in Jacob 

and a law. 

He put in place in Israel that which he commanded our fathers, 

to make him known to their children. 

6 That other generations would know, 

children who will be born, 

and they will rise up and announce them to their children, 

7 that they should place their hope upon God, 

and they should not forget the work of God 

and seek out his commandments; 

8 that they would not become like their fathers, 

a crooked generation and a provoking generation, 

which was not guiding its heart 

and was not establishing its spirit with God. 

9 Children of Ephraim, though stretching and shooting with bow, 

they turned in the day of war. 

10 They did not keep the covenant of God, 

and they did not want to go in his law. 

11 And they forgot his benefits, 

and his wondrous things that he showed to them, 

12 before their fathers, which wondrous things he did 

in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 

13 He broke through the sea and carried them. 

He established the waters as a bag. 

14 And he led them in a cloud for days, 

and the whole night by the light of fire. 

15 He broke through a rock in the desert 

and gave drink to them as in a great deep. 

16 And he led out water from a rock 

and brought down waters as rivers. 

17 And they still continued to sin against him. 

They provoked the Most High in the dry land. 

18 And they tempted God in their hearts 

to ask food for their lives. 

19 And they spoke against God and said, 

“God is not able to prepare a table in the desert, is he? 

20 Even though he struck a rock, 

and waters overflowed and torrents flooded, 

will he not also be able to give bread 

or to prepare a table for his people?” 

21 On account of this, the Lord heard and was infuriated, 

and a fire was kindled in Jacob, 

and anger went up against Israel, 

22 because they did not trust in God, 

nor did they hope in his salvation. 

23 And he commanded the clouds from above, 

and he opened the doors of the heavens. 

24 And he rained for them manna to eat, 

and he gave bread of the heavens for them. 

25 A person ate bread of angels. 

He sent provision for them in excess. 

26 And he lifted up the south wind from the heavens, 

and he brought the southwest wind in his power. 

27 And he rained meat upon them as the dust 

and winged birds as sand of the seas. 

28 And they fell down in the middle of their camp 

in a circle around their tents. 

29 And they ate and were very satisfied, 

and he bore their desire for them. 

30 They were not deprived from their desire. 

While their food was still in their mouth, 

31 the anger of God went up against them, 

and he killed among their many, 

and he bound the feet of the chosen ones of Israel. 

32 In all these things they still sinned, 

and they did not trust in his wondrous things. 

33 And their days came to an end in pointlessness, 

and their years with haste. 

34 Whenever he killed them, they sought him 

and returned and sought eagerly for their God; 

35 and they remembered that God was their helper, 

and God Most High was their redeemer. 

36 And they loved him with their mouth, 

and with their tongue they lied to him. 

37 But their heart was not upright with him, 

nor were they established in his covenant. 

38 But he is merciful, and he will pardon their sins, 

and he will not destroy them but will increase them, 

so that he turns back his wrath; 

and he will not kindle all his anger. 

39 And he remembered that they are flesh, 

a wind going and not returning. 

40 How often did they provoke him in the desert, 

did they provoke him in the dry land? 

41 And they turned again and tested God, 

and they irritated the holy one of Israel. 

42 They did not remember his hand, 

the day that he delivered them from the hand of the afflicter, 

43 how he set in Egypt his signs 

and his wonders in the field of Zoan. 

44 And he turned to blood their rivers and their rainwaters 

that they could not drink. 

45 He sent forth to them flies, and they devoured them, 

and frogs, and they destroyed them. 

46 And he gave their fruit to the red blight, 

and their toils to the locust. 

47 He killed their vine with hail, 

and their mulberry trees with hoarfrost. 

48 And he delivered their livestock into the hail, 

and their existence to fire. 

49 He sent forth to them the anger of his wrath, 

wrath and anger and affliction sent through evil angels. 

50 He made a path for his anger; 

he did not spare their souls from death, 

and he confined their livestock to death. 

51 And he struck every firstborn in Egypt, 

the firstfruits of their toil in the tent of Ham. 

52 And he took his people as sheep, 

and he brought them as a flock in the desert. 

53 And he led them in hope, and they were not afraid, 

and the sea covered their enemies. 

54 And he led them to the mountain of his sanctuary, 

this mountain that his right hand created. 

55 And he threw out nations from the face of them, 

and settled them in a portion of distributed land, 

and he caused the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents. 

56 And they tested and provoked God Most High, 

and they did not keep his testimonies. 

57 And he returned, and they were faithless, 

as also their fathers were; 

and they changed into a crooked arrow. 

58 And they provoked him upon their high places, 

and with their carved idols they provoked him to jealousy. 

59 God heard and despised, 

and he scorned Israel very much. 

60 And he rejected the tent of Shiloh, 

his tent in which he dwelt among humans. 

61 And he delivered to captivity their strength, 

and his beauty to the hands of the enemy. 

62 And he consigned his people to the sword, 

and he despised his inheritance. 

63 Fire devoured their youth, 

and their virgins were not mourned. 

64  Their priests fell with the sword, 

and their widows will not be lamented. 

65 And the Lord was awakened as the sleeper, 

as a strong man having become drunk from wine. 

66 And he struck their enemies in their backsides; 

he gave to them eternal reproach. 

67 And he rejected the tent of Joseph, 

and the tribe of Ephraim he did not choose. 

68 And he chose the tribe of Judah; 

he loved the mountain Zion. 

69 And he built as unicorns his sanctuary; 

in the land he founded it for eternity. 

70 And he chose David, his servant, 

and took him from the flocks of sheep. 

71 From behind those who give birth, he took him 

to rule his servant Jacob and his inheritance Israel. 

72 And he ruled them in the guilelessness of his heart, 

and in the understanding of his hands he led them. 




Repay Our Neighbors Sevenfold

78 aA PSALM BY ASAPH. 

1 O God, nations came into your inheritance. 

They defiled your holy temple. 

They made Jerusalem as a hut of a garden watcher. 

2 They made the dead bodies of your servants food for the birds of the heavens, 

the flesh of your holy ones for the beasts of the earth! 

3 They poured out their blood as water in a circle of Jerusalem, 

and there was no one to bury them. 

4 We became as a reproach to our neighbors, 

a scorn and a joke to those around us. 

5 How long, O Lord, will you be angry to the end? 

Your zeal will be inflamed as a fire. 

6 Pour out your anger against nations that do not look upon you, 

and against kingdoms that do not invoke your name, 

7 because they devoured Jacob 

and laid waste his place. 

8 Do not remember our ancient acts of lawlessness. 

Let your compassions quickly overtake us, 

because we became very poor. 

9 Help us, O God, our savior, 

on account of the glory of your name. 

O Lord, rescue us, and pardon our sins, 

on account of your name. 

10 Lest they say among the nations, 

“Where is their God?” 

Let it be known among the nations before our eyes, 

the vengeance of the blood of your servants that was poured out. 

11 Let the groaning of those having been bound come before you, 

according to the majesty of your arm, 

to preserve the children of those having been put to death. 

12 Repay our neighbors sevenfold into their bosom 

their reproach with which they reproached you, O Lord. 

13 For we are your people and the sheep of your pasture. 

We will give thanks to you for eternity; 

from generation to generation we will proclaim your praise. 




The Shepherd of Israel

79 bFOR THE END, FOR WHAT WILL BE ALTERED, A TESTIMONY BY ASAPH, A PSALM CONCERNING ASSYRIA. 

2 O you who shepherd Israel, pay attention; 

O you who leads Joseph like sheep, 

the one seated upon cherubim, 

manifest yourself! 

3 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh raise up your power 

and come to save us. 

4 O God, restore us, and show forth your face, 

and we will be saved! 

5 O Lord, the God of mighty powers, 

how long will you be angry against the prayer of your servant? 

6 How long will you feed us bread of tears, 

and how long will you give us tears in measure to drink? 

7 You placed us as a controversy for our neighbors, 

and our enemies mock us. 

8 O Lord, the God of mighty powers, restore us, 

and show forth your face, and we will be saved. 

Musical interlude 

9 You lifted up a vine from Egypt. 

You threw out nations and planted it. 

10 You made a road before it and planted its roots, 

and the land was filled. 

11 Its shadow covered mountains, 

and its tree-climbing vines the cedars of God. 

12 Its branches stretched until the sea, 

and its offshoots until the river. 

13 Why did you destroy its fence, 

and all who travel along the road pluck fruit from it? 

14 A boar from the wood mistreated it, 

and a wild donkey devoured it. 

15 O God of mighty powers, return now, 

look down from the heavens and see, and visit this vine, 

16 and restore that which your right hand planted, 

and for the son of humanity whom you strengthened for yourself. 

17 That which is set ablaze with fire and dug up, 

they will perish from the criticism of your face. 

18 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand 

and upon the son of humanity whom you strengthened for yourself. 

19 And may we never be removed from you. 

You will make us alive, and we will call upon your name. 

20 O Lord, the God of mighty powers, restore us, 

and show forth your face, and we will be saved. 




The God of Jacob

80 aFOR THE END, CONCERNING THE WINEPRESS, A PSALM BY ASAPH. 

2 Rejoice exceedingly in God our helper; 

shout aloud to the God of Jacob. 

3 Take up a psalm and offer a tambourine, 

a pleasant harp with the lyre. 

4 Sound the trumpet with the new moon, 

trumpet in the clear day of our feast, 

5 because this is an ordinance for Israel 

and justice for the God of Jacob. 

6 He set it as a testimony in Joseph 

when he came out from the land of Egypt. 

He heard a tongue that he did not know. 

7 He removed his back from the burdens; 

his hands served with the basket. 

8 In affliction you invoked me, and I rescued you. 

I heard you in the hidden place of the storm. 

I scrutinized you upon the water of controversy. 

Musical interlude 

9  “Hear, O my people, and I will speak to you, 

and I will warn you, O Israel, if you hear me. 

10 There will be no novel god in you, 

nor will you bow down to a foreign god. 

11 For I am the Lord, your God, 

the one who raised you up from the land of Egypt. 

Widen your mouth, 

and I will fill it. 

12 And my people did not hear my voice, 

and Israel did not pay attention to me. 

13 And I sent them away according to the practices of their hearts; 

they will go in their practices. 

14 If the people had heard me, 

if Israel had gone in my ways, 

15 I would have brought their enemies low in no time, 

and I would have cast my hand upon those who afflict them.” 

16 The enemies of the Lord lied against him, 

and their time will be for eternity. 

17 And he fed them from the fat of wheat, 

and from a rock of honey he satisfied them. 




Deliver the Poor and Needy

81 aA PSALM BY ASAPH. 

1 God stood in the assembly of the gods, 

and in the middle he judges the gods. 

2 How long will you judge unjustly 

and take the faces of sinners? 

Musical interlude 

3 Consider the orphaned and the needy; 

vindicate the low and the poor. 

4 Deliver the poor and the needy; 

rescue them from the hand of the sinner. 

5  They did not know, nor did they understand. 

In darkness they passed through. 

All the foundations of the earth will be shaken. 

6 I said, “You are gods, 

and all are children of the Most High.” 

7 But now you die as humans, 

and as one of the rulers you fall. 

8 Stand up, O God, judge the earth, 

because you will inherit among all the nations. 




God Destroys His Enemies

82 aA SONG OF A PSALM BY ASAPH. 

2 O God, who will be likened to you? 

Do not be silent, nor be calm, O God, 

3 because look, your enemies roared, 

and the ones who hate you lifted up their head. 

4 Against your people they villainously devised a purpose, 

and they deliberated against your holy ones. 

5 They said, “Come, and let us utterly destroy them from the nations, 

and never ever will the name of Israel be remembered.” 

6  For they deliberated in unity together. 

Against you they established a covenant. 

7  The tents of the Edomites and the Ishmaelites, 

Moab and the Hagrites, 

8 Naibal and Ammon and Amalek, 

and foreigners with those who inhabit Tyre, 

9 and indeed, even Assyria was ready at the same time with them; 

they were as a defense for the sons of Lot. 

Musical interlude 

10 Do to them as to Midian and to Sisera, 

as Jabin in the torrent of Kishon. 

11 They were utterly destroyed in Endor; 

they were as dung for the earth. 

12 Set their rulers as Oreb and Zeeb 

and Zebah and Zalmunna, all their rulers, 

13 who said, “Let us inherit for ourselves the altar of God.” 

14 O my God, set them as a wheel, 

as straw in the face of the wind, 

15 as a fire that burns up wood, 

as if a flame burning up mountains. 

16 Thus you will pursue them in your storm, 

and in your anger you will trouble them. 

17 Fill their faces with dishonor, 

and they will seek your name, O Lord. 

18 Let them be dishonored, 

and let them be troubled for eternity of eternity. 

And let them be shamed, 

and let them be utterly destroyed. 

19 And let them know that your name is Lord; 

you alone are Most High in all the earth. 





How Beloved Are Your Tents

83 aFOR THE END, CONCERNING THE WINEPRESSES, A PSALM BY THE SONS OF KORAH. 

2 How beloved are your tents, 

O Lord of mighty powers. 

3 My soul desires and comes to an end for the courts of the Lord; 

my heart and my flesh rejoiced exceedingly in the living God. 

4 For even a sparrow finds for itself a home, 

and a turtledove a nest for itself, 

where it will place her young ones, 

your altar, O Lord of mighty powers, 

my King and my God. 

5 Blessed are all those who dwell in your house. 

Into the eternity of the eternities they will praise you. 

Musical interlude 

6 Blessed is the man whose help is from you, O Lord. 

He established ascents in his heart, 

7 in the deep valley of weeping, as a place that he set. 

For even the lawgiver will give blessings. 

8 They will go from power to power. 

The God of gods will be seen in Zion. 

9 O Lord, the God of mighty powers, hearken to my prayer; 

give ear, O God of Jacob. 

Musical interlude 

10 O God, our protector, look, 

and look down upon the face of your anointed one. 

11 For better is one day in your courts 

than thousands elsewhere. 

I chose to be cast aside in the house of God 

more than to live in the tents of sinners. 

12  For the Lord loves mercy and truth. 

God will give grace and glory. 

The Lord will not be holding back good things 

for those who walk in innocence. 

13 O Lord of mighty powers, 

blessed is the person who hopes in you! 




O God, You Returned

84 bFOR THE END, A PSALM BY THE SONS OF KORAH. 

2 You were well pleased, O Lord, with your earth. 

You returned the captivity of Jacob. 

3  You forgave the lawlessness of your people. 

You covered their sins. 

Musical interlude 

4 You stopped your anger. 

You turned back from the anger of your wrath. 

5 Return us, O God of our deliverances, 

and turn away your wrath from us. 

6 You will not be angry against us for eternity, 

nor will you stretch out your anger from generation to generation, will you? 

7 O God, you returned; you will make us alive, 

and your people will be cheerful in you. 

8 Show us, O Lord, Your mercy, 

and give, O Lord, your salvation to us. 

9 I will hear what the Lord God will speak in me, 

because he will speak peace for his people 

and for his holy ones 

and those who turn their heart to him. 

10 But his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

so that glory would dwell in our land. 

11 Mercy and truth met together. 

Righteousness and peace embraced. 

12 Truth grew up from the land, 

and righteousness looked down from the heavens. 

13 Indeed, the Lord will give goodness, 

and our land will give its fruit. 

14 Righteousness will go before him, 

and it will place his steps on the way. 




Guard My Soul

85 aA PRAYER OF DAVID. 

1 Incline your ear, O Lord, and listen to me, 

because I am needy and poor. 

2 Guard my soul because I am holy. 

Save your servant, O my God, the one who hopes in you. 

3 Have mercy upon me, O Lord, 

because to you I will cry aloud the whole day. 

4 Gladden the soul of your servant, 

because to you, O Lord, I lifted up my soul. 

5 For you, O Lord, are good and fair 

and very merciful to all who invoke you. 

6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, 

and pay attention to the voice of my entreaty. 

7 In the day of my affliction I cried aloud to you, 

because you gave ear to me. 

8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, 

and there is nothing like your works. 

9 All the nations, as many as you made, will be present, 

and they will bow down before you, O Lord, 

and they will glorify your name, 

10  because you are great, and you are doing wondrous things. 

You are the only great God. 

11 Lead me, O Lord, in your way, 

and I will walk in your truth. 

Let my heart be made cheerful 

to fear your name. 

12 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, my God, with my whole heart, 

and I will glorify your name for eternity, 

13 because your mercy is great upon me, 

and you rescued my soul from the lowest Hades. 

14 O God, lawless persons rose up against me, 

and the assembly of the strong sought my life. 

They did not set you before them. 

15 But you, O Lord God, are compassionate and merciful, 

longsuffering and very merciful and true. 

16 Look upon me and have mercy upon me. 

Give your strength to your servant, 

and save the son of your female servant. 

17 Make with me a sign for good, 

and let those who hate me see, 

and let them be dishonored, 

because you, O Lord, helped and comforted me. 




Mother Zion

86 aA PSALM OF AN ODE BY THE SONS OF KORAH. 

1 His foundations are among the holy mountains. 

2 The Lord loves the gates of Zion 

more than all the tents of Jacob. 

3 Things, having been glorified, were spoken concerning you, 

O city of God. 

Musical interlude 

4 I will remember Rahab and Babylon to those knowing me. 

And look, foreigners and Tyre 

and the people of Ethiopia, these were born there. 

5 “Mother Zion,” a person will speak, 

and a person was born in it, 

and he, the Most High, 

laid the foundation of it. 

6 The Lord will describe it in the writing of these peoples 

and rulers who have been born in it. 

Musical interlude 

7  The dwelling of all in you, 

how they are cheerful! 




My Life Came Near to Hades

87 aA SONG OF A PSALM BY THE SONS OF KORAH; FOR THE END, CONCERNING MAELETH TO ANSWER HIM; OF UNDERSTANDING FOR HEMAN THE EZRAHITE. 

2 Lord, God of my salvation, 

for days and at night I cried aloud before you. 

3 Let my prayer come before you. 

Bend your ear to my entreaty, O Lord. 

4 For my soul was filled with evils, 

and my life came near to Hades. 

5 I was reckoned with those who are going down to the pit. 

I became as a helpless person, 

6 free among the dead, 

as thrown in with wounded ones going down in the grave, 

whom you remembered no more, 

and they were rejected from your hand. 

7  They placed me in the lowest pit, 

in the dark and in the shadow of death. 

8  Your wrath rested upon me, 

and you brought all your breakers upon me. 

Musical interlude 

9 You distanced my acquaintances from me. 

They placed me as an abomination for themselves. 

I was delivered, 

and I was not going out. 

10 My eyes were weak from poverty. 

And I cried aloud to you, O Lord, the whole day. 

I spread out my hands. 

11 You do not do wondrous things for the dead ones, do you? 

Or will physicians rise up and give thanks to you? 

12 There is no one to describe your mercy in the grave, is there? 

And there is no one to describe your truth in the destruction, is there? 

13 Your wondrous things will not be understood in the darkness, will they? 

And your righteousness will not be understood in the forgotten land, will it? 

14 And I cried out to you, O Lord, 

and in the morning my prayer will come near to you. 

15 Why, O Lord, do you reject my prayer? 

Why do you turn back your face from me? 

16 I am needy and in troubles from my youth, 

but, although raised up, I was made low and greatly troubled. 

17 Your wraths came upon me, 

and your terrors stirred me up. 

18 They encircled me like water the whole day; 

they surrounded me together. 

19 You distanced from me friend and my acquaintances, 

because of my misery. 




God of Mighty Powers

88 aOF UNDERSTANDING FOR ETHAN THE EZRAHITE. 

2 Your mercies, O Lord, I will sing for eternity. 

From generation to generation I will report your truth with my mouth. 

3 For you said, “Mercy will restore for eternity.” 

In the heavens your truth will be prepared. 

4  “I established a covenant for my chosen ones; 

I swore to my servant David, 

5 ‘Until eternity I will prepare your seed, 

and I will build your throne from generation to generation.’ ” 

Musical interlude 

6 The heavens will confess your wondrous things, O Lord, 

and your truth in the assembly of holy ones. 

7 For who in the clouds will be likened to the Lord? 

And who will be likened to the Lord among the sons of God? 

8 God is glorified in the counsel of holy ones. 

He is great and awesome upon all those who are around him. 

9 O Lord, God of mighty powers, who is like you? 

You are strong, O Lord, and your truth is around you. 

10  You are Lord over the strength of the sea. 

And you calm the surging of its waves. 

11  You made low the arrogant as a wounded one, 

and with the arm of your power you scattered your enemies. 

12 Yours are the heavens, 

and yours is the earth. 

You laid down the foundation of the inhabited world 

and the fullness of it. 

13 You created the north wind and seas. 

Tabor and Hermon will rejoice exceedingly to your name. 

14  Yours is the arm with powerful acts. 

Let your hand be strengthened. 

Let your right hand be exalted. 

15 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne. 

Mercy and truth will go before your face. 

16 Blessed are the people who know the war cry, O Lord. 

In the light of your face they will go. 

17 And in your name they will rejoice exceedingly the whole day, 

and in your righteousness they will be raised up. 

18 For you are the boast of their power, 

and our horn will be raised up in your good pleasure. 

19 For our help is from the Lord, 

and from the holy one of Israel, our King. 

20 Then you spoke in a vision to your sons and said, 

“I placed help for the strong one. 

I lifted up high the chosen one from my people. 

21 I found my servant David. 

With holy compassion I anointed him. 

22 For my hand will help him, 

and my arm will overpower him. 

23 An enemy will not benefit in him, 

and a son of lawlessness will not continue to mistreat him. 

24 And I will cut up his enemies from the face of him, 

and those who hate him I will put to flight. 

25 And my truth and my mercy are with him, 

and in my name his horn will be raised up. 

26 And I will place his hand in the sea, 

and his right hand in rivers. 

27 He will invoke me, ‘You are my father, 

my God, and the protector of my salvation.’ 

28 And I will place him as firstborn, 

high above the kings of the earth. 

29 For eternity I will keep my mercy for him, 

and my covenant is faithful to him. 

30 And I will establish his seed into the eternity of eternity, 

and his throne as the days of the heavens. 

31 If his sons forsake my law, 

and they do not walk in my judgments, 

32 if they profane my righteous duties, 

and they do not keep my commandments, 

33  I will visit their lawlessness with a rod, 

and with whips their sins. 

34 But never ever will I scatter abroad my mercy away from him, 

nor ever will I do wrong in my truth. 

35 Never ever will I profane my covenant, 

and that which comes out through my lips never ever will I reject. 

36 Once I swore in my holy place— 

if ever I would lie to David!— 

37 his seed will remain for eternity, 

and his throne will be as the sun before me, 

38 and as the moon, having been established for eternity, 

and my witness in the heavens is faithful. 

Musical interlude 

39 But you rejected and scorned. 

You postponed your anointed one. 

40 You overturned the covenant of your servant. 

You profaned to the earth his sanctuary. 

41 You destroyed all his fences. 

You placed his strongholds as cowardice. 

42 All those who traveled through the road plundered him. 

He became a reproach to his neighbors. 

43 You lifted high the right hand of his enemies. 

You made all his enemies cheerful. 

44 You turned away the help of his sword, 

and you did not help him in the battle. 

45  You deprived him from purification. 

You broke down his throne to the earth. 

46 You diminished the days of his throne. 

You poured shame over him. 

Musical interlude 

47 How long, O Lord? Will you turn away completely? 

Will your anger burn like a fire? 

48 Remember what is my actual being, 

for you did not create all the sons of humans in vain. 

49 Who is the person who will live and not see death? 

Who will rescue his soul from the hand of Hades? 

Musical interlude 

50  Where are your ancient mercies, O Lord, 

which you swore to David in your truth? 

51 Remember, O Lord, the reproach of your servants, 

which I bore in my bosom from many nations, 

52 from which your enemies reproached, O Lord, 

from which they reproached the ransom of your anointed one. 

53 Blessed is the Lord for eternity! 

May it be! May it be! 




The Prayer of Moses

89 aA PRAYER OF MOSES, A PERSON OF GOD. 

1 Lord, you were a place of refuge for us 

from generation to generation. 

2 Before mountains were made 

and the earth and the inhabited world formed, 

and from eternity until eternity you are. 

3  Do not turn back humanity to lowliness. 

But you said, “Return, O sons of humans.” 

4 For a thousand years in your eyes 

are as the day of yesterday that passed by 

and as a watch at night. 

5 Their contempt will be years. 

In the morning may they pass by like grass. 

6 In the morning may it blossom and pass away. 

In the evening may it fall away, be hardened and dried up. 

7 For we came to an end at your anger, 

and at your wrath we were troubled. 

8 You placed our lawlessnesses before you. 

Our eternity is in the illumination of your face. 

9 For all our days came to an end, and at your anger we came to an end. 

Our years were meditated on like a spider’s web. 

10 The days of our years, in years are seventy years. 

But if in power they might be eighty years. 

Then even the majority of them are work and toil, 

because humility has come upon us, and we will be disciplined. 

11 Who knows the strength of your anger, 

and to count from the fear of your wrath? 

12 Make known your right hand, 

and those who are instructed in their heart with wisdom. 

13 Return, O Lord. How long? 

And give comfort for your servants. 

14 In the morning we were satisfied of your mercy, 

and we rejoiced exceedingly and were cheerful with all our days, 

15 because for days in which you made us low, 

for years in which we saw evil things. 

16 And see over your servants and your works, 

and lead their children. 

17 And let the splendor of the Lord, our God, be upon us, 

and make straight the work of our hands for us. 




Ten Thousand Will Fall

90 aPRAISE OF AN ODE BY DAVID. 

1 The one dwelling in the support of the Most High, 

in the protection of the God of the heavens, that one will find lodging. 

2 That one will say to God, “You are my helper and my refuge, 

my God, I will hope upon him,” 

3 because he will rescue from the trap of hunters 

and from a terrifying word. 

4 With his shoulders he will overshadow you, 

and under his wings you will have hope; 

with a shield his truth will surround you. 

5  That one will not be afraid from fear by night, 

from the arrow flying by day, 

6 from the deed carried out in darkness, 

from mishap and demon at midday. 

7 A thousand will fall from your side, 

and ten thousand from your right side. 

But they will not come near to you. 

8 But with your eyes you will understand, 

and you will see to the recompenses of sinners. 

9 For you, O Lord, are my hope. 

You placed the Most High as your refuge. 

10 Evil things will not come to you, 

and a whip will not come near to your tent, 

11  because he will command his angels concerning you, 

to guard you in your ways. 

12 Upon hands they will lift you, 

lest you strike your feet against a stone. 

13 You will tread upon snake and serpent, 

and you will trample down lion and dragon. 

14 For in me he hoped, and I will rescue him. 

I will shelter him because he knew my name. 

15 He will invoke me, 

and I will listen to him. 

I am with him in affliction, 

and I will deliver and honor him. 

16  With length of days I will satisfy him, 

and I will show him my salvation. 




The Righteous Will Bloom

91 aA PSALM OF A SONG FOR THE DAY OF THE SABBATH. 

2 It is good to give thanks to the Lord 

and to sing psalms to your name, O Most High, 

3 to report in the morning your mercy, 

and your truth each night, 

4 with a ten-stringed harp, 

with a lyre in song. 

5 For you made me cheerful, O Lord, with your action, 

and with the works of your hands I will rejoice exceedingly. 

6 How your works were magnified, O Lord! 

Your thoughts were made very heavy. 

7 A foolish man will not comprehend, 

and a senseless one will not understand these things. 

8 When the sinners grow up like grass, 

also all those who are working lawlessness looked down, 

so that they would be utterly destroyed for eternity of eternity. 

9 But you are the Most High for eternity, O Lord. 

10 For look, your enemies will perish, 

and all those who are working lawlessness will be scattered abroad. 

11 But my horn will be raised up as a unicorn, 

and my old age will be with good olive oil. 

12 And my eyes looked on my enemies, 

and my ear will listen to those acting wickedly, 

who rise up against me. 

13  The righteous will bloom like a palm tree; 

like the cedar that is in Lebanon he will increase. 

14  Those planted in the house of the Lord 

will flourish in the courts of our God. 

15 Then they will increase in old age with plenty, 

and they will be well off 

16 to report that the Lord, my God, is righteous, 

and there is no injustice in him. 




The Rivers Lifted Up Their Voices

92 aFOR THE DAY OF THE EVE OF THE SABBATH, WHEN THE LAND HAS BEEN INHABITED; A PRAISE OF A SONG BY DAVID. 

1 The Lord rules. He wears dignity. 

The Lord wears and is girded with strength. 

For even he made firm the inhabited world, 

which will not be shaken. 

2 Your throne is prepared from then on; 

you are from eternity. 

3 The rivers lifted, O Lord; 

the rivers lifted up their voices. 

4 From the voices of many waters 

wonderful are the breakers of the sea. 

Marvelous is the Lord in the heights. 

5 The testimonies of you are very much established. 

Holiness is fitting for your house, O Lord, for all length of days. 




The God of Vengeance

93 bA PSALM BY DAVID FOR THE FOURTH DAY OF THE WEEK.c 

1 The God of vengeance is the Lord; 

the God of vengeance spoke boldly. 

2 Be lifted up, O you who judge the earth. 

Repay recompense to the arrogant. 

3 How long will sinners, O Lord, 

how long will sinners boast? 

4 They will utter and speak injustice. 

All who work lawlessness will speak. 

5 They made your people low, O Lord, 

and they mistreated your inheritance. 

6 They killed the widow and orphan, 

and they slayed the immigrant. 

7 And they said, “The Lord will not see, 

nor will the God of Jacob understand.” 

8 Understand indeed, O foolish ones among the people, 

and, you stupid ones, be wise at last. 

9 The one planting the ear, does he not hear? 

Or the one who formed the eyes, does he not understand? 

10 The one who disciplines nations, does he not reprove, 

the one teaching humanity knowledge? 

11 The Lord knows the thoughts of humans, 

that they are vain. 

12 Blessed is the person whom you discipline, O Lord, 

and from the law you teach him, 

13 to give him rest from evil days 

until when a hole is dug for the sinner. 

14 For the Lord will not reject his people, 

and he will not forsake his inheritance 

15 until righteousness turns to judgment, 

and all those beside it are upright in their heart. 

Musical interlude 

16 Who will rise up with me against those acting wickedly, 

or who will be alongside of me against those working lawlessness? 

17 If it wasn’t that the Lord helped me, 

my soul would have dwelt in Hades for a little. 

18 If I were to say, “My foot is shaken,” 

your mercy, O Lord, would help me. 

19 O Lord, according to the greatness of my pain in my heart 

your encouragements loved my soul. 

20 Certainly it is not that a throne of lawlessness, 

which forms trouble against your ordinance, is present with you, is it? 

21 They will hunt against the soul of the righteous one, 

and they will condemn innocent blood. 

22 And the Lord came to me as a refuge, 

and my God as a helper of my hope. 

23 And he will render to them their lawlessness and their wickedness, 

the Lord, our God, will remove them from sight. 




Do Not Harden Your Hearts

94 aA PRAISE OF A SONG BY DAVID. 

1 O come, let us rejoice to the Lord! 

Let us shout aloud to God, our Savior. 

2 Let us come near his face with thanksgiving, 

and with psalms let us shout aloud to him. 

3 For God is a great Lord 

and a great king above all gods, 

4 because the Lord will not reject his people. 

For in his hand are the ends of the earth, 

and the heights of the mountains are his. 

5 Because his is the sea and he made it, 

and his hands formed the dry land. 

6 O come, let us bow down and fall before him, 

and let us weep before the Lord who made us, 

7 because he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture 

and the sheep of his hand. 

8  Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, 

according to the day of testing in the desert, 

9 when your fathers tested; 

they scrutinized and saw my works. 

10 For forty years I was irritated with that generation, 

and I said, “They are always led astray in their heart, 

and they did not understand my ways.” 

11 As I swore in my anger, 

“They will surely not enter into my repose.” 




Sing to the Lord a New Song

95 aWHEN THE HOUSE IS BUILT AFTER THE CAPTIVITY; A SONG BY DAVID. 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; 

sing to the Lord, all the earth! 

2 Sing to the Lord! Bless his name! 

Bring good news day by day of his salvation! 

3 Report among the nations his glory, 

among all the peoples his wondrous things. 

4  For great is the Lord and very praiseworthy. 

He is more awesome than all the gods. 

5 For all the gods of the nations are demons, 

but the Lord made the heavens. 

6 Thanksgiving and beauty are before him. 

Holiness and majesty are in his sanctuary. 

7 Bring to the Lord, you families of the nations, 

bring to the Lord glory and honor. 

8 Bring to the Lord glory to his name! 

Lift up sacrifices and enter into his courts. 

9 Worship the Lord in his holy court. 

Let all the earth be shaken from the face of him. 

10 Say among the nations, “The Lord rules, 

and indeed, he set up the inhabited world, 

which will not be shaken. 

He will judge peoples in uprightness.” 

11 Be cheerful, O heavens, 

and let the earth rejoice exceedingly. 

Let the sea be shaken, 

and the fullness of it. 

12 The fields and all that is in them will rejoice. 

At that time all the trees of the wood will rejoice exceedingly 

13 before the face of the Lord, because he is coming, 

because he is coming to judge the earth. 

He will judge the inhabited world in righteousness, 

and the peoples in his truth. 




The Lord Rules

96 aBY DAVID, WHEN HIS LAND WILL BE SETTLED. 

1 The Lord rules! The earth will rejoice exceedingly. 

Let the many islands be cheerful. 

2 Cloud and darkness are around him. 

Righteousness and judgment are upholding his throne. 

3 Fire will go forth before him 

and will burn up his enemies in a circle. 

4 His lightning illuminated the inhabited earth. 

The earth saw and was shaken. 

5 The mountains melted as beeswax from the face of the Lord, 

all the earth from the face of the Lord. 

6 The heavens reported his righteousness, 

and all the peoples saw his glory. 

7 Let them be dishonored, 

all those who worship carved idols, 

those who pride themselves in their idols. 

Worship him, all his angels! 

8 Zion heard and was cheerful, 

and the daughters of Judah rejoiced exceedingly 

because of your judgments, O Lord, 

9 because you are the Lord Most High over all the earth. 

You were exalted very much beyond all the gods. 

10 Those who love the Lord hate evil. 

The Lord guards the souls of his holy ones. 

From the hand of sinners he will rescue them. 

11 Light grew up to the righteous one, 

and to the upright ones in their heart there is cheer. 

12 Be cheerful, O righteous ones, in the Lord, 

and give thanks to the memory of his holiness. 




Shout Aloud to God

97 bA PSALM BY DAVID. 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, 

because the Lord did wonderful things. 

His right hand and his holy arm saved for him. 

2 The Lord made known his salvation before the nations. 

He disclosed his righteousness. 

3  He remembered his mercy to Jacob 

and his truthfulness to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth saw the salvation of our God. 

4 Shout aloud to God, all the earth! 

Sing and rejoice exceedingly and sing psalms! 

5 Sing psalms to the Lord with a lyre, 

with a lyre and a voice of a psalm! 

6 With silver trumpet and the sound of a horn trumpet 

shout aloud to the Lord before the king. 

7 Let the sea and the fullness of it be shaken, 

the inhabited world and those who dwell in it. 

8 The rivers will clap in hand together; 

the mountains will rejoice exceedingly, 

9 because he comes near to judge the earth, 

to judge the inhabited world in righteousness 

and the peoples in uprightness. 




Lift High the Lord

98 aA PSALM BY DAVID. 

1 The Lord reigns, let the peoples be angry! 

The one who is seated over the cherubim, let the earth be shaken! 

2 The Lord is great in Zion, 

and he is high over all the peoples. 

3 Let everyone give thanks to your great name, 

because it is awesome and holy. 

4 And the honor of the king loves justice. 

You prepared uprightness. 

You made justice and righteousness in Jacob. 

5 Lift high the Lord, our God, 

and worship at the footstool of his feet. 

6 Holy are Moses and Aaron among his priests, 

and Samuel among those who invoke his name. 

They invoked the Lord, 

and he heard them. 

7 In a pillar of a cloud he was speaking to them. 

He was guarding his testimonies 

and the ordinances that he gave to them. 

8 O Lord, our God, you heard them. 

O God, you were very merciful to them, 

even punishing all their practices. 

9 Lift high the Lord, our God, 

and worship in his holy mountain, 

because holy is the Lord, our God. 




God Himself Made Us

99 bA PSALM FOR THANKSGIVING. 

1 Shout aloud to the Lord, 

all the earth! 

2 Serve the Lord with cheer. 

Enter before him with great joy. 

3 Know that he is the Lord. 

God himself made us, and not we ourselves. 

We are his people 

and the sheep of his pasture. 

4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 

into his courts with hymns. 

Give thanks to him! 

Praise his name! 

5 For good is the Lord; 

his mercy is for eternity, 

and from generation to generation 

is his truthfulness. 




A Promise of Integrity

100 aBY DAVID, A PSALM. 

1 I will sing of mercy and justice to you, O Lord. 

2  I will sing psalms and stand in the blameless way. 

How long until you will be present to me? 

I was walking along in the innocence of my heart 

in the middle of my house. 

3 I did not set forth before my eyes 

a lawless deed. 

I hated those doing transgression. 

A crooked heart did not cleave to me. 

4 For as much as he is turning away from me, 

I was not knowing the evil one. 

5 The one who speaks secretly against his neighbor, 

this one I was banishing. 

With the arrogant eye and the insatiated heart, 

with this person I was not eating. 

6 My eyes are upon the faithful ones of the earth, 

to dwell with them. 

The one going with me in the blameless way, 

this one ministers for me. 

7 The one doing arrogance is not dwelling in the middle of my house. 

The one speaking unjust things did not go directly before my eyes. 

8 In the morning I was slaying 

all the sinners of the earth, 

to destroy utterly from the city of the Lord 

all those who are working injustice. 




The Voice of My Groaning

101 aA PRAYER FOR THE POOR, WHENEVER HE IS IN ANGUISH AND POURS OUT HIS ENTREATY BEFORE THE LORD. 

2 Hear, O Lord, my prayer, 

and let my crying come to you. 

3 Do not turn back your face from me. 

In whichever day I am afflicted, 

bend your ear to me. 

In whichever day I invoke you, 

quickly give ear to me. 

4 For my days came to an end like smoke, 

and my bones were burned up like firewood. 

5 I was struck like grass, and my heart was dried up, 

because I was forgetting to eat my bread. 

6 From the voice of my groaning, 

my bones clung to my flesh. 

7 I was like a pelican in solitude; 

I became like a night-raven on a building site. 

8 I lay awake, 

and I became like a sparrow alone upon a rooftop. 

9 The whole day my enemies were reproaching me, 

and those who used to praise me swore an oath against me. 

10 For I ate ashes like bread, 

and I was mixing my drink with weeping. 

11 From the face of your anger and your wrath, 

that you stirred up, you dashed me down. 

12 My days like a shadow were poured out, 

and I dried up like grass. 

13 But you, O Lord, remain for eternity, 

and your remembrance from generation to generation. 

14 Arising, you will have mercy upon Zion, 

because it is time to have pity on it, 

because the time has arrived, 

15 because your servants were well pleased with the stones of it, 

and they will have pity on the dust of it. 

16 And the nations will fear your name, O Lord, 

all the kings your glory. 

17 For the Lord restores Zion, 

and it will be seen in his glory. 

18 He looked down upon the prayer of the low ones, 

and he did not scorn their entreaty. 

19 Let this be written for another generation, 

and a people, which is being created, will praise the Lord, 

20 because he looked out from the heights of his holy place, 

the Lord looked down from the heavens upon the earth, 

21 to hear the groaning of those bound fast, 

to loosen the children of those who have been put to death, 

22 to report in Zion the name of the Lord 

and his praise in Jerusalem, 

23 while peoples gather together, and kingdoms, 

to serve the Lord. 

24 He answered him in the way of his strength, 

“Declare to me the fewness of my days.” 

25 Do not take me in the middle of my days; 

in generation and generations are your years. 

26 In the beginning you, O Lord, laid down the foundation of the earth, 

and the heavens are the works of your hands. 

27  They will perish. But you remain, 

and all like a garment will be worn out, 

and like a covering you will roll them, 

and they will be changed. 

28 But you are the same, 

and your years will not come to an end. 

29 The children of your servants will live, 

and the seed of them will be directed for eternity. 




Bless the Lord, O My Soul

102 aBY DAVID. 

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and all that is within me, his holy name! 

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his praise, 

3 the one who is merciful toward all your lawlessness, 

the one who heals all your sicknesses, 

4 the one who redeems your life from destruction, 

the one who crowns you with mercy and compassions, 

5 the one who satisfies your desire with good; 

your youth will be renewed like an eagle. 

6 The one doing mercy is the Lord, 

and bringing justice to all those who are wronged. 

7 He made his ways known to Moses, 

his decrees to the children of Israel. 

8 Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, 

longsuffering and very merciful. 

9  He will not be angry in the end, 

nor will he be wrathful for eternity. 

10 He did not do to us according to our sins, 

nor did he repay us according to our acts of lawlessness, 

11 because, according to the height of the heavens from the earth, 

the Lord strengthened his mercy upon those who fear him. 

12 According to how much the east is from the west, 

he distances from us our acts of lawlessness. 

13 And as a father is compassionate toward children, 

the Lord is compassionate toward those who fear him, 

14  because he knew our frame. 

Remember that we are dust. 

15 A person is like grass; 

his days are as a blossom of the field, 

thus he will flourish, 

16 because the wind passed by on it, 

and it will not be there, 

and it does not yet know its place. 

17 But the mercy of the Lord is from eternity and until eternity 

upon those who fear him, 

and his righteousness 

upon the children of children, 

18 to those who keep his covenant 

and remember his commandments to do them. 

19 The Lord in the heavens prepared his throne, 

and his kingdom lords over all. 

20 Bless the Lord, all his angels, 

O strong ones in strength making his word, 

to hear the voice of his words. 

21 Bless the Lord, all his powers, 

O servants of him who do his will. 

22 Bless the Lord, all his works, 

in every place of his lordship. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul! 




The God of Providence

103 aBY DAVID. 

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

O Lord, Lord my God, as you were very great. 

You wore thanksgiving and dignity, 

2 throwing off light as a garment, 

stretching the heavens as a cloak; 

3 the one who covers his upper parts with waters, 

the one who places clouds as his steps, 

the one who walks about upon the wings of the wind, 

4 the one who makes his angels spirits, 

and his public servants burning fire. 

5 He laid the foundation of the earth upon its stability; 

it will not be moved for eternity of eternity. 

6 The deep, like a garment, is his covering; 

over the mountains waters will be established. 

7 From your censure they will flee. 

From the voice of your thunder they will be afraid. 

8 Mountains go up, and plains go down, 

in the places that you have laid down for them. 

9 A border you placed that they will not pass, 

nor shall they return to cover up the earth. 

10 He is the one who sends the springs away in the ravines; 

waters will go through between the mountains. 

11 They will give drink to all the beasts of the field. 

The wild ass will receive for their drink. 

12 Upon them the birds of the heavens will dwell. 

From the middle of the stones they will give a sound. 

13 He gives water to mountains from his upper parts; 

from the fruit of your works the earth will be satisfied. 

14 He causes grass to spring up for the livestock, 

and tender grass for the toil of humanity, 

to bring out bread from the earth. 

15 And wine delights the heart of a person, 

to gladden the face; 

with olive oil and bread 

he strengthens the heart of a person. 

16 The trees of the plains will be satisfied, 

the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 

17 There sparrows will make a nest. 

The house of the heron goes before him. 

18 Mountains are the high places for the deer. 

Rocks are a place of refuge for the rabbits. 

19 He made the moon for seasons; 

the sun knew its setting. 

20 You placed darkness, and it became night; 

in it all the beasts of the forest will pass through. 

21 Lions are roaring to seize 

and to seek from God their food. 

22 The sun arises, and they will be gathered, 

and in their dens they will be put to sleep. 

23 A person will come out for his work 

and for his labor until evening. 

24 How your works were magnified, O Lord. 

You made all things in wisdom. 

The earth was filled with your creation. 

25  This is the great and wide sea; 

in that place are creeping animals whose number does not exist, 

living beings, small with great, 

26 this dragon that you formed to play in it. 

27 All things await for you 

to give to them well-timed food. 

28 When you give to them, 

they will gather. 

When you open your hand, 

Everything shall be filled with goodness. 

29 But when you turn back your face, 

they will be troubled. 

You will remove their spirit, and they will come to an end, 

and they will return to their dust. 

30 You will send forth your spirit, and they will be created, 

and you will renew the face of the earth. 

31  Let the glory of the Lord be for eternity! 

The Lord will be cheerful in his works, 

32 the one who looks down upon the earth and makes it tremble, 

the one who touches the mountains and they smoke. 

33 I will sing to the Lord with my life. 

I will sing psalms to my God as long as I exist. 

34 May my account be sweet to him! 

And I will be cheerful in the Lord. 

35 May sinners come to an end from the land, 

and the lawless ones, so that they do not exist. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul! 




God Cares for His People

104 aA HALLELUJAH. 

1 bGive thanks to the Lord and call upon his name. 

Announce his works among the nations. 

2 Sing to him and sing psalms to him. 

Narrate all his wondrous things. 

3 Praise in his holy name. 

Let the heart of those seeking the Lord be cheerful. 

4 Seek the Lord and be strengthened. 

Seek his face through everything. 

5 Remember the wondrous things that he did, 

his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 

6 O seed of Abraham, his servants, 

the children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

7 He is the Lord, our God; 

in all the earth are his judgments. 

8 His covenant is remembered for eternity, 

the word that he commanded for a thousand generations, 

9 which he established with Abraham, 

and his oath with Isaac. 

10 And he established it with Jacob for an ordinance 

and an eternal covenant with Israel, 

11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan 

as an allotment of your inheritance.” 

12  When they were small in number, 

few and sojourners in it, 

13 they also went through from nation to nation, 

from kingdom to another people. 

14 He did not permit a person to wrong them, 

and he reproved kings for them, 

15 “You shall not touch my anointed ones, 

and with my prophets do not act wickedly.” 

16 And he called a famine in the land; 

every provision of bread he crushed. 

17 He sent before them a person; 

Joseph was sold as a servant. 

18 They abased his feet with fetters; 

his soul went through with iron 

19 until his word came; 

the word of the Lord inflamed him. 

20 The king sent forth and unbound him, 

a ruler of peoples, and he spared him. 

21  He established him as lord of his house 

and a ruler of all his possessions, 

22 to train his rulers to be like himself 

and to instruct his elders. 

23 And Israel entered into Egypt, 

and Jacob lived as a foreigner in the land of Ham. 

24 And he increased his people very much, 

and strengthened him more than his enemies. 

25 And he turned their heart to hate his people, 

to deal treacherously with his servants. 

26 He sent forth Moses, his servant, 

Aaron, him whom he chose. 

27 He set in them the words of his signs 

and wonders in the land of Ham. 

28 He sent forth darkness and made it dark, 

and they provoked his words. 

29 He turned their waters into blood, 

and he killed their fish. 

30 Their land swarmed with frogs 

in the storehouses of their kingdoms. 

31 He spoke and dog-flies came, 

and fleas in all their borders. 

32 He set their rain as hail; 

burning fire was in their land. 

33 And he struck their vines and their fig trees, 

and he crushed every tree of their border. 

34 He spoke, and locust and grasshopper came, 

of whom there was no number. 

35 And they devoured all the grass in their land, 

and they devoured the fruit of their land. 

36 And he struck every firstborn from their land, 

the first fruits of all their toil. 

37 And he led them out with silver and gold, 

and there were no poor ones in their tribes. 

38 Egypt was cheerful with their going out, 

because fear of them fell upon them. 

39 He spread out a cloud as shelter for them, 

and fire to give light to them during the night. 

40 They asked, and quail came, 

and with bread of the heavens he satisfied them. 

41 He broke through rock, and waters overflowed; 

rivers came in dry times. 

42 For he remembered his holy word 

that was with Abraham, his servant, 

43 and he led out his people with great joy 

and his chosen ones with cheer. 

44 And he gave to them a territory of the nations, 

and they inherited the hard work of peoples, 

45 that they would keep his duties 

and would seek his law. 




Our Fathers in Egypt

105 aA HALLELUJAH. 

1 Give thanks to the Lord because he is kind, 

because his mercy is for eternity. 

2  Who will speak the powerful acts of the Lord? 

Who will make audible all his praises? 

3 Blessed are those who guard justice 

and who do righteousness with every occasion. 

4 Remember us, O Lord, with the good pleasure of your people, 

to visit us with your salvation, 

5 that we may see with goodness of your chosen ones, 

that we are cheerful with the cheer of your nation, 

that we may praise with your inheritance. 

6 We were sinning with our fathers; 

we acted lawlessly; we did wrong. 

7 Our fathers in Egypt did not understand your wondrous things. 

And they did not remember the magnitude of your mercy, 

and they were provoked, going up in the Red Sea. 

8 And he saved them because of his name, 

to make known his power. 

9 And he rebuked the Red Sea, and it was dried up, 

and he led them in the deep as in the desert. 

10 And he saved them from the hands of those who hate, 

and he delivered them from the hand of the enemy. 

11 And water covered those who afflicted them; 

not one from them was left remaining. 

12 And they trusted in his words 

and glorified his praise. 

13 They were quickened. They forgot his works. 

They did not wait for his counsel. 

14 And they desired desire in the desert, 

and they tested God in the dry land. 

15 And he gave them their request, 

and he sent forth excess into their soul. 

16 And they provoked Moses in the camp, 

and Aaron, the holy one of the Lord. 

17 The earth opened and devoured Dathan 

and covered over the assembly of Abiram. 

18 And fire was burned in their assembly, 

and a flame burned down sinners. 

19 And they made a young bull in Horeb 

and worshiped the carved thing. 

20 And they exchanged their glory 

with the likeness of a young bull eating grass. 

21 They forgot the God who saves them, 

who made great things in Egypt, 

22 wonderful things in the land of Ham, 

and awesome things in the Red Sea. 

23 And he spoke to utterly destroy them, 

if Moses, his chosen, did not stand before him in the destruction, 

to turn back from the wrath of his anger, 

to not destroy them utterly. 

24 And they scorned the desirable land, 

and they did not trust his word. 

25 And they grumbled in their tents; 

they did not give ear to the voice of the Lord. 

26 And he lifted his hand against them, 

to strike them down in the desert, 

27 and to strike down their seed among the nations, 

and to scatter them abroad among the territories. 

28 And they were consecrated to Baal-peor 

and ate sacrifices of the dead. 

29 And they irritated him with their practices, 

and their destruction was increased against him. 

30 And Phinehas stood and made propitiation, 

and the slaughter stopped. 

31 And it was reckoned to him as righteousness 

from generation to generation forever. 

32 And they provoked upon the water of controversy, 

and Moses was mistreated on account of them, 

33 because they provoked his spirit, 

and he separated his lips. 

34 They did not utterly destroy the nations, 

which the Lord said. 

35 And they mingled with the nations 

and learned their works. 

36 And they served their carved idols, 

and it became to them as a stumbling block. 

37 And they sacrificed their sons 

and their daughters to the demons, 

38 and they poured out innocent blood, 

blood of their sons and daughters, 

whom they sacrificed to the carved idols of Canaan; 

and the land was polluted with the murders. 

39 And it was defiled with their works, 

and they acted unfaithfully with their practices. 

40 And the Lord was angered with wrath over his people, 

and was abhorred with his inheritance. 

41 And he delivered them into the hands of the nations, 

and those who hated them ruled them. 

42 And their enemies afflicted them, 

and they were brought low under their hands. 

43 Many times he rescued them. 

But they provoked in their counsel, 

and they were brought low in their lawlessness. 

44 And he saw when they were afflicted, 

when he gave an ear to their prayer. 

45 And he remembered his covenant, 

and he repented according to the magnitude of his mercy. 

46 And he gave them into compassion 

before all who imprisoned them. 

47 Save us, O Lord, our God, 

and gather us from the nations, 

that we could give thanks to your holy name, 

that we could boast loudly in the praise of you. 

48 Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel, from eternity and until eternity, 

and all the people will say, “May it be!” 




Let the Redeemed of the Lord Speak

106 aA HALLELUJAH. 

1 bGive thanks to the Lord because he is kind, 

because his mercy is for eternity. 

2 Let those who have been redeemed by the Lord speak, 

whom he delivered from the hand of the enemy. 

3 From the territories he gathered them, 

from east and west and north and sea. 

4 They were led astray in the desert in the dry land. 

They did not find the way to a city of habitation. 

5 Hungering and thirsting, 

their soul came to an end among them. 

6 And they cried aloud to the Lord when they were afflicted, 

and from their tribulations he rescued them. 

7 And he led them into the upright way, 

that they would go into the city of habitation. 

8 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercies, 

and for his wondrous things to the sons of humans, 

9 because he satisfied the vain soul, 

and he satisfied the hungering soul with good things, 

10 those seated in darkness and the shadow of death, 

those having been bound fast in poverty and in iron, 

11 because they provoked the words of God, 

and they angered the counsel of the Most High. 

12 And their heart was brought low in troubles; 

they were weakened, and there was not the one who helps. 

13 And they cried aloud to the Lord when they were afflicted, 

and from their tribulations he saved them. 

14 And he led them out from darkness 

and from the shadow of death, 

and he broke through their bonds. 

15  Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercies, 

and for his wondrous things to the sons of humans, 

16 because he crushed gates of brass, 

and he shattered the iron bars. 

17 He helped them from their way of lawlessness. 

For on account of their acts of lawlessness they were brought low. 

18 Their soul abhorred every food, 

and they came near to the gates of death. 

19 And they cried aloud to the Lord when they were afflicted, 

and from their tribulations he saved them. 

20 He sent his word and healed them, 

and he rescued them from their destructions. 

21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercies, 

and for his wondrous things to the sons of humans. 

22 And let them sacrifice a sacrifice of praise, 

and let them proclaim his works with great joy. 

23 Those who come down into the sea with ships, 

making business on many waters, 

24 let see them the works of the Lord 

and his wondrous things in the deep. 

25 He spoke, and a wind of storm stood, 

and the waves of it were lifted up. 

26 They went up to the heavens and down to the depths; 

their soul in evil things was melting down. 

27  They were troubled, they were shaken like one who is drunk, 

and all their wisdom was devoured. 

28 And they cried aloud to the Lord when they were afflicted, 

and from their tribulations he led them out. 

29 And he established its storm, 

and its waves were still. 

30 And they were cheerful because they were at rest, 

and he led them to the care of his will. 

31 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercies, 

and for his wondrous things to the sons of humans. 

32 Let them raise him up in the assembly of the people, 

and let them praise him in the seat of elders. 

33 He set rivers in the desert, 

and the rushing out of waters for drink, 

34 a fruitful land into brine, 

from the wickedness of those who dwell in it. 

35 He set the desert into a harbor of waters. 

36 And he caused those who were hungry to dwell there, 

and they established a city of dwelling. 

37 And they sowed fields and planted vineyards, 

and they made the fruit of produce. 

38 And he blessed them, and they were increased very much, 

and he did not diminish their livestock. 

39 And they were diminished and mistreated 

from the affliction of evils and pain. 

40 Contempt was poured out upon rulers, 

and he led them astray in an inaccessible way 

and what was not a road. 

41 And he received help for the poor from poverty, 

and he set them as sheep of the nation. 

42  The upright ones will see and be cheerful, 

and all lawlessness will block up its mouth. 

43 Who is wise and will guard these things, 

and will understand the mercies of the Lord? 




My Heart Is Prepared

107 aA SONG OF A PSALM BY DAVID. 

2 My heart is prepared, O God; my heart is ready. 

I will sing and sing psalms in my glory. 

3 Rise, O harp and lyre. 

I will awaken at dawn. 

4 I will give thanks to you among peoples, O Lord. 

And I will sing psalms to you among nations. 

5 For great is your mercy above the heavens, 

and unto the clouds is your truthfulness. 

6 Be lifted up to the heavens, O God, 

and over all the earth your glory. 

7 So that your beloved ones would be rescued, 

save with your right hand, and hear me. 

8 God spoke in his holy place, “I will be lifted high, 

and I will divide Shechem, 

and I will measure out the valley of the tents. 

9 Gilead is mine, 

and Manasseh is mine, 

and Ephraim is the defense of my head; 

Judah is my king. 

10 Moab is the cauldron of my hope. 

Over Edom I will stretch out my shoe. 

To me the foreigners were submitted.” 

11 Who will lead me away into a city of fortification? 

Who will guide me unto Edom? 

12 Are you not, O God, the one who rejected us? 

And you will not come out, O God, in our might. 

13 Give to us help from affliction 

and the vain salvation of humanity. 

14 In God we will do with power, 

and he will set to naught our enemies. 




An Imprecation

108 aFOR THE END, A PSALM BY DAVID. 

1 O God, do not pass over in silence my praise. 

2 For the mouth of the sinner 

and the mouth of the treacherous one 

were opened against me; 

they spoke against me with a deceitful tongue. 

3 And they encircled me with words of hatred, 

and they fought against me without cause. 

4 In the place of my giving love, they accused me falsely. 

But I, I was praying. 

5 And they placed against me evil things in place of good things, 

and hatred in place of my affection. 

6 Set a sinner against him, 

and let a slanderer stand on his right side. 

7  When he judges, may he come out as one who condemns, 

and let his prayer come to sin. 

8 Let his days be few, 

and may another take away his visitation. 

9 Let his children become orphans, 

and his wife a widow. 

10 Afflicted, let his children be removed and beg. 

Let them be thrown from their building sites. 

11 And let a moneylender search out all that belongs to him. 

Let foreigners plunder all his hard works. 

12 Do not let there be a helper for him, 

nor let there be compassion for his orphans. 

13 Let his children be for destruction; 

in one generation let his name be blotted out. 

14 May the sin of his fathers be remembered in the presence of the Lord, 

and the sin of his mother not be blotted out. 

15 Let them be in the presence of the Lord through everything, 

and may the memory of them be destroyed from the earth. 

16 Because he did not remember to do mercy, 

and he pursued a person, 

poor and needy and pained in heart, 

to kill him. 

17 And he loved to curse, and it will come to him. 

And he did not want blessing, and it will be removed from him. 

18 And he wore a curse as a garment, 

and it entered like water into his bowels 

and like olive oil in his bones. 

19 Let it be to him like a garment with which he is clothed, 

and like a girdle with which he girds himself through everything. 

20 This is the work of those who falsely accuse me before the Lord, 

and of those who speak evil things against my soul. 

21 And you, O Lord, Lord, 

perform mercy with me because of your name, 

because your mercy is good. 

Rescue me 22 because I am needy and poor, 

and my heart has been troubled within me. 

23 It was removed like a shadow when it turns away. 

I was scattered as a locust. 

24 My knees were weakened from fasting, 

and my flesh was changed on account of olive oil. 

25 And I became a reproach to them. 

They saw me. They shook their heads. 

26 Help me, O Lord, my God! 

Save me according to your great mercy. 

27 And let them know that this is your hand, 

and you, O Lord, did it. 

28  They will call down curses, 

and you will bless. 

Let those who are rising up against me be dishonored. 

But your servant will be cheerful. 

29 Let those who falsely accuse me put on shame, 

and let them be clothed in shame as with their double cloak. 

30 I will give thanks to the Lord very much with my mouth, 

and in the middle of many things I will praise him, 

31 because he was near at the right hand of the poor, 

to save me from those who pursue my soul. 




Be Seated at My Right Side

109 aA PSALM BY DAVID. 

1 The Lord said to my Lord, “Be seated at my right side 

until I set your enemies as a footstool for your feet.” 

2 The Lord will send out a rod of power from Zion, 

“Rule in the middle of your enemies. 

3 With you is authority in the day of your power, 

with the splendor of the holy ones. 

From the womb, before the morning, 

I fathered you.” 

4 The Lord swore and will not regret, 

“You are a priest for eternity according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

5 The Lord at your right hand crushed together kings 

in the day of his anger. 

6 He will judge among the nations. 

He will fill up with corpses. 

He will crush the heads of many upon the earth. 

7 From a torrent in the way he will drink. 

On account of this he will raise up his head. 




Great Are the Works of the Lord

110 aA HALLELUJAH. 

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart, 

in the counsel of the upright and in the assembly. 

2 Great are the works of the Lord, 

being sought out for all his decrees. 

3 Thanksgiving and majesty are his work, 

and his righteousness remains for eternity of eternity. 

4 He made remembrance of his wondrous things. 

Merciful and compassionate is the Lord. 

5 He gave food to those who fear him. 

He will remember his covenant for eternity. 

6  The strength of his works he made known to his people, 

to give to them an inheritance of the nations. 

7 The works of his hands are truth and justice. 

Faithful are all his commandments, 

8 having been strengthened for eternity of eternity, 

having been made in truthfulness and uprightness. 

9 He sent redemption to his people. 

He commanded his covenant for eternity. 

Holy and awesome is his name. 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

Understanding is good for all those who do it. 

His praise remains into the eternity of the eternity. 




The Desire of Sinners Will Perish

111 bA HALLELUJAH. 

1 Blessed is the man who fears the Lord. 

In his commandments he wants very much. 

2 His seed will be strong in the land. 

The generation of the upright ones will be blessed. 

3 Glory and wealth are in his house, 

and his righteousness remains for eternity of eternity. 

4 A light has arisen in darkness for the upright, 

merciful and compassionate and righteous. 

5 Good is the man who is compassionate and lends. 

He will manage his words in justice. 

6 Because he will not be shaken for eternity. 

The righteous one will be for an eternal remembrance. 

7 From the evil report he will not fear. 

His heart is ready to hope upon the Lord. 

8 His heart has been strengthened. 

He will not fear until he looks upon his enemies. 

9 He scattered. He gave to the poor. 

His righteousness remains for eternity of eternity. 

His horn will be lifted up in glory. 

10 Sinners will see and will be angry. 

He will gnash his teeth and be melted. 

The desire of sinners will perish. 




Praise the Name of the Lord

112 aA HALLELUJAH. 

1 Praise the Lord, O servants! 

Praise his name. 

2 May the name of the Lord be blessed 

from now and until eternity. 

3 From the eastb to west,c 

the name of the Lord is praised. 

4 The Lord is lifted high upon all the nations. 

His glory is upon the heavens. 

5  Who is like the Lord, our God, 

who dwells on the heights 

6 and looks upon the low 

in the heavens and on earth? 

7 He is the one who awakens the needy one from the earth 

and exalts the poor one from the dunghill, 

8 to set him with rulers, 

with rulers of his people, 

9 the one who establishes the barren in a house, 

like a mother who is cheerful in children. 




The Jordan Turned Backwards

113 dA HALLELUJAH. 

1 eAt the exodus of Israel from Egypt, 

of the house of Jacob from a barbarous people. 

2 Judah became his holiness, 

Israel his authority. 

3  The sea saw and fled. 

The Jordan turned backwards. 

4 The mountains leapt as rams, 

and the hills as lambs of sheep. 

5 What is it, O sea, that you fled, 

and you, O Jordan, that you went backwards? 

6 O mountains, you leapt as rams. 

7 From the face of the Lord the land was shaken, 

from the face of the God of Jacob, 

8 who turned the rock into a marshy lake of waters, 

and the steep slopes into springs of waters. 

9 aNot for us, O Lord, not for us, 

but give glory rather for your name, 

for your mercy and your truthfulness, 

10 lest the nations say, “Where is their God?” 

11 But our God is in the heavens above, 

in the heavens and upon the land. 

All things, however much he wished, he made. 

12 The idols of the nations are silver and gold, 

works of the hands of humanity. 

13 They have a mouth, but they do not speak. 

They have eyes, but they will not see. 

14  They have ears, but they will not hear. 

They have noses, but they will not smell. 

15 They have hands, but they will not grope about. 

They have feet, but they will not walk about. 

They will not produce a sound in their throat. 

16 May those who make them become like them, 

and all who trust in them. 

17 The house of Israel hoped in the Lord. 

He is their helper and their protector. 

18 The house of Aaron hoped in the Lord. 

He is their helper and their protector. 

19 Those who fear the Lord hoped in him. 

He is their helper and their protector. 

20 The Lord remembered us and blessed us. 

He blessed the house of Israel. 

He blessed the house of Aaron. 

21 He blessed those who fear the Lord, 

the small with the great. 

22 May the Lord add to you, 

to you and to your children. 

23 Blessed are you to the Lord, 

to the one who made the heavens and earth. 

24 The heaven of the heavens is the Lord’s. 

But he gave the earth to the sons of humans. 

25 The dead will not praise you, O Lord, 

nor all who go down into Hades, 

26  but we who are living should bless the Lord 

from now and until eternity. 




The Lord Guards the Infants

114 aA HALLELUJAH. 

1 bI loved, because God will listen 

to the voice of my petition, 

2 because he inclined his ear to me, 

and in my days I called on him. 

3 The labor pangs of death surrounded me. 

The dangers of Hades found me. 

I found affliction and pain. 

4 And I invoked the name of the Lord, 

“O Lord, rescue my soul.” 

5 The Lord is merciful and righteous, 

and the Lord, our God, shows mercy. 

6 The Lord guards the infants. 

I was brought low, and he saved me. 

7 Return, O my soul, to your rest, 

because the Lord did you well, 

8 because he delivered my soul from death, 

my eyes from tears, 

and my feet from slipping. 

9 I will be well pleasing before the Lord 

in the territory of the living. 




What Will I Repay to the Lord?

115 A HALLELUJAH. 

1 cI trusted; therefore I spoke. 

But I was made low very much. 

2 I said in my entrancement, 

“Every person is a liar.” 

3 What will I repay to the Lord 

for what he repaid to me? 

4 I will receive a cup of salvation, 

and I will invoke the name of the Lord. 

6 Costly before the Lord 

is the death of his holy ones. 

7 O Lord, I am your servant. 

I am your servant and son of your female servant. 

You broke through my bonds. 

8  To you I will sacrifice a sacrifice of praise. 

9 My vows I will give to the Lord 

before all his people, 

10 in the courts of the house of the Lord, 

in the middle of you, O Jerusalem. 




Glorify the Lord

116 aA HALLELUJAH. 

1 bPraise the Lord, all the nations! 

Glorify him, all the peoples! 

2 cFor his mercy was strengthened for us, 

and the truthfulness of the Lord remains for eternity. 




The Right Hand of the Lord

117 dA HALLELUJAH. 

1 eGive thanks to the Lord because he is good, 

because his mercy is for eternity. 

2 Let the house of Israel say indeed, 

“He is good; for his mercy is for eternity.” 

3 Let the house of Aaron say indeed, 

“He is good; for his mercy is for eternity.”f 

5 In affliction I invoke the Lord, 

and he heard me, bringing me into broad spaces. 

6 The Lord is a helper to me. 

I will not fear. What will a person do to me? 

7 The Lord is a helper to me. 

And I will gaze upon my enemies. 

8 It is good to trust in the Lord 

rather than to trust in a person. 

9 It is good to hope in the Lord 

rather than to hope in rulers. 

10 All the nations encircled me, 

and by the name of the Lord I warded them off. 

11 Encircling they encircled me, 

and by the name of the Lord I warded them off. 

12  They encircled me like bees a honeycomb, 

and they were kindled like a fire in brambles, 

and by the name of the Lord I warded them off. 

13 Being pushed, I was overturned to fall, 

and the Lord supported me. 

14 My strength and my praising is the Lord, 

and it became for me like salvation. 

15 The voice of great joy and salvation 

is in the tents of the righteous. 

The right hand of the Lord made force. 

16 The right hand of the Lord lifted me. 

17 I will not die, but I will live, 

and I will tell in detail the works of the Lord. 

18  With discipline the Lord trained me, 

and he did not deliver me to death. 

19 Open to me, O gates of righteousness. 

Entering in them, I will give thanks to the Lord. 

20 This is the gate of the Lord. 

The righteous ones will enter in it. 

21 I will give thanks to you, 

because you heard me and became to me as salvation. 

22 A stone that those who build rejected, 

this became as the head of the corner. 

23 This became from the Lord, 

and it is wonderful in our eyes. 

24 This is the day that the Lord made. 

Let us rejoice and be cheerful in it. 

25 O Lord, save indeed! 

O Lord, help on the way indeed! 

26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

We have blessed you from the house of the Lord. 

27 The Lord is God, and he showed forth for us. 

Join in the feast with those who cover the horns of the altar. 

28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you. 

You are my God, and I lift you up. 

I will give thanks to you, 

because you heard me and became for me as salvation. 

29 Give thanks to the Lord because he is good, 

because his mercy is for eternity! 




Praise for God’s Word

118 aHALLELUJAH! 

1 Blessed are the blameless in their way, 

the ones who walk in the law of the Lord. 

2 Blessed are those who examine his testimonies; 

with their whole heart they seek him out. 

3 For those who are working lawlessness 

do not walk in his ways. 

4 You ordered Your commandments 

to be kept very much. 

5  Would that my ways would be directed 

so that your duties would be kept. 

6 At that time I will never ever be ashamed 

while I look upon all your commandments. 

7 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with uprightness of heart 

while I have comprehended the judgments of your righteousness. 

8 Your duties I will keep, 

lest you forsake me to the extreme. 

9 How will the young person direct his way? 

By keeping your words. 

10 With my whole heart I sought you. 

Let me not depart from your commandments. 

11 In my heart I hid your words 

so that I would never sin against you. 

12 Blessed are you, O Lord. 

Teach me your duties. 

13 With my lips I have proclaimed 

all the judgments of your mouth. 

14  In the way of your testimonies I was delighted 

as in all wealth. 

15 On your commandments I will chatter, 

and I will seek out your ways. 

16 On your duties I will meditate. 

I will not forget your words. 

17 Repay your servant. 

I will live and keep your words. 

18 Uncover my eyes, 

and I will perceive your wondrous things from your law. 

19 I am a sojourner on the earth. 

Do not turn away your commandments from me. 

20 My soul was persuaded to desire 

for your duties in every occasion. 

21 You rebuked the arrogant ones. 

Accursed are those who turn away from your commandments. 

22 Take away from me reproach and scorn, 

because I sought out your testimonies. 

23 Indeed, the rulers sat; they were speaking against me. 

But your servant was chattering on your duties. 

24 Indeed, your testimonies are a care of mine, 

and my counsels are your duties. 

25 My soul was glued to the ground. 

I recovered according to your word. 

26 I proclaimed your ways, and you heard me. 

Teach me your duties. 

27 And instruct me in the way of your duties, 

and I will chatter on your wondrous things. 

28 My soul dozed from weariness. 

Establish me in your words. 

29 Remove from me the way of injustice, 

and by your law have mercy upon me. 

30 The way of truth I selected. 

Your judgments I did not forget. 

31  I was glued to your testimonies, O Lord. 

Do not disgrace me. 

32 I ran the way of your commandments 

when you widened my heart. 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your duties, 

and I will seek it through everything. 

34 Instruct me, and I will seek out your law, 

and I will keep it with my whole heart. 

35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

because I wanted it. 

36 Bend my heart to your testimonies 

and not to greediness. 

37 Turn back my eyes so that they do not see futility; 

make me alive in your way. 

38 Establish your word for your servant 

in fear of you. 

39 Take away my disgrace, which I feared. 

For your judgments are kind. 

40 Look, I desired for your commandments. 

With your righteousness make me alive. 

41 And may your mercy come upon me, O Lord, 

your salvation according to your mercy. 

42 And I will answer a word to those who reproach me, 

that I have placed my hope in your words. 

43 And do not take a word of truth from my mouth to the extreme, 

because I have hoped in your judgments. 

44 And I will keep your law through everything, 

for eternity and into the eternity of the eternity. 

45 And I walk in the broad space 

because I have sought out your commandments. 

46 And I was speaking in your testimonies before kings, 

and I was not ashamed. 

47 And I was meditating on your commandments, 

which you loved very much. 

48 And I lifted up my hands to your commandments, 

for which you loved very much, 

and I was chattering on your duties. 

49 Remember your word to your servants, 

in which you have given hope to me. 

50 This comforted me in my lowliness, 

because I was not turned away from your word. 

52 I remembered your judgments from eternity, O Lord, 

and I was comforted. 

53 Discouragement possessed me from sinners, 

those who left behind your law. 

54 Your duties were songs to me 

in the place of my sojourning. 

55 I remembered your name at night, O Lord, 

and I kept your law. 

56 This became mine; 

I sought out your duties. 

57 I spoke my portion, O Lord, 

to keep your commands. 

58 I besought your face with my whole heart. 

Have mercy upon me according to your word. 

59 For I considered according to your ways 

and returned my feet to your testimonies. 

60 I was prepared and not troubled 

to keep your commandments. 

61  The measured portions of sinners entwined me, 

and I did not forget your law. 

62 At midnight I awoke to give thanks to you 

for the judgments of your righteousness. 

63 I am a companion of all those who fear you 

and guard your commandments. 

64 All the earth is full of your mercy, O Lord. 

O Lord, teach me your duties. 

65 You made goodness with your servant, O Lord, 

according to your word. 

66  Teach me goodness and instruction and knowledge, 

because I trusted your commandments. 

67 Before I was made low, I erred; 

on account of this, I have kept your word. 

68  You are good, O Lord, 

in your goodness teach me your duties. 

69 The injustice of the arrogant increased upon me. 

But I, with my whole heart, I will examine your commandments. 

70 Their heart was curdled like milk. 

But I meditated on your law. 

71 It was good for me that you brought me low, 

so that I would learn your duties. 

72 The law of your mouth is good for me 

beyond thousands of gold and silver. 

73 Your hands formed me and prepared me. 

Instruct me, and I will learn your commandments. 

74  Those who fear you will see me, 

and they will be cheerful that I hoped in your words. 

75 I knew, O Lord, that with righteousness and truth 

your judgments brought me low. 

76 Surely let your mercy come to comfort me, 

and your word for your servant. 

77 Let your compassions come to me, and I will live, 

because your law is my meditation. 

78 Let the arrogant be put to shame, 

because they acted unjustly against me. 

But I will chatter on your commandments. 

79 Let those who fear you turn, 

and those who know your testimonies. 

80 Let my heart be blameless in your duties, 

so that I would never be put to shame. 

81 My soul comes to an end for your salvation, 

and for your word I hoped. 

82 My eyes came to an end for your word, 

saying, “They comforted me.” 

83 For I became as a bag in frost. 

I did not forget your duties. 

84 How many are the days of your servant? 

When will you make judgment for me against those who are persecuting me? 

85 Lawless persons described idle tales to me, 

but not like your law, O Lord. 

86 All your commandments are truth; 

unjustly they persecuted me. Help me! 

87 They almost put an end to me in the earth. 

But I did not forsake your commandments. 

88 I will have life according to your mercy, 

and I will keep the testimonies of your mouth. 

89 For eternity, O Lord, 

your word remains in the heavens. 

90 Your truth is from generation to generation. 

You laid down the earth, and it remains. 

91 The day remains by your arrangement, 

for all things are servants of yours. 

92 If it were not that your law is my meditation, 

then I would have been utterly destroyed in my lowliness. 

93 For eternity I will never forget your duties, 

because with them you gave life to me, O Lord. 

94  I am yours, O Lord. 

Save me, for I sought out your duties. 

95 But I understood your testimonies. 

96 I saw an end of all perfection, 

but your commandment is very broad. 

97 How I loved your law, O Lord. 

The whole day it is my meditation. 

98 Beyond my enemies you instructed me in your commands, 

for it is for me for eternity. 

99 Beyond all those who teach me I understood, 

because your testimonies are my meditation. 

100 Beyond elders I understood, 

because I sought out your commandments. 

101 From every evil way I withheld my feet, 

so that I keep your words. 

102 From your regions I did not turn away, 

because you gave laws to me. 

103 How sweet to my throat are your words, 

more than honey and honeycomb for my mouth. 

104 From your commandments I understood; 

on account of this I hated every way of injustice, 

because you gave laws to me. 

105 Your law is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my paths. 

106 I have sworn, and I stand, 

to keep the judgments of your righteousness. 

107 I was made low very much, O Lord. 

Make me alive according to your word. 

108 Bless the voluntary offerings of my mouth, O Lord, 

and teach me your judgments. 

109 My soul is in your hands through everything, 

and I did not forget your law. 

110 Sinners placed a trap for me, 

and from your commandments I was not led astray. 

111 I inherited your testimonies for eternity, 

because they are a great joy of my heart. 

112 I inclined my heart to make your duties 

an exchange for eternity always. 

113  I hated the lawless, 

and I loved your law. 

114  You are my helper and my protector. 

In your people I placed my hopes. 

115 Turn away from me, you who act wickedly, 

and I will examine the commandments of my God. 

116 Help me according to your word, and give life to me, 

and do not disgrace me from my expectation. 

117 Help me, and I will be saved, 

and I will meditate on your duties through everything. 

118 You scorned all those who turned away from your duties, 

because their imagination is unrighteous. 

119 I considered those deviating as all sinners of the earth. 

On account of this I loved your testimonies through everything. 

120 Nail my flesh from fear of you, 

for I feared from your judgments. 

121 I did justice and righteousness. 

Do not deliver me to those who do me wrong. 

122 Receive your servant for the good. 

Let not the arrogant slander me. 

123 My eyes came to an end for your salvation 

and for the word of your righteousness. 

124 Act with your servant according to your word, 

and teach me according to your duties. 

125 I am your servant; instruct me, 

and I will know your testimonies. 

126 It is time for the Lord to act; 

they turned away from your law. 

127 On account of this I loved your commandments 

more than gold and gems. 

128 On account of this I set myself upright to all your commandments. 

I hated every unrighteous way. 

129  Your testimonies are wonderful. 

On account of this, my soul examined them. 

130 The revelation of your words will give light 

and instruct infants. 

131 I opened my mouth and excited a spirit, 

because I was desiring your commandments. 

132 Look upon me, and have mercy upon me, 

according to the justice of those who love your name. 

133 Make my steps straight according to your word, 

and do not let any lawlessness have dominion over me. 

134 Redeem me from the false accusation of people, 

and I will keep your commandments. 

135 Show forth your face upon your servant, 

and teach me your duties. 

136 My eyes were traversed with streams of waters, 

since they did not keep your law. 

137  You are righteous, O Lord, 

and your judgment is righteous. 

138 You commanded your testimonies, 

righteousness and truth very much. 

139 The zeal of your house melted me, 

because my enemies forgot your commands. 

140 Your word has burned very much, 

and your servant loved it. 

141 I am young and scorned. 

I did not forget your duties. 

142 Your righteousness is righteousness for eternity, 

and your word is truth. 

143 Affliction and tribulation found me. 

Your commandments are a care of mine. 

144 Your testimonies are righteousness for eternity. 

Instruct me, and give life to me. 

145 I cried aloud with my whole heart. 

Hear me, O Lord, and I will seek your duties. 

146 I cried aloud to you; 

save me, and I will keep your testimonies. 

147 They came near me in the dead of night, and I cried aloud. 

I hoped in your words. 

148 My eyes came near to you at dawn 

to meditate on your words. 

149 Hear my voice, O Lord, according to your word. 

According to your justice make me alive. 

150  Those who pursued me approached in lawlessness. 

But from your law they were removed. 

151 You are near, O Lord, 

and all your ways are truth. 

152 From the beginning I knew from your testimonies 

that you laid them down for eternity. 

153 See my lowliness, and deliver me, 

because I did not forget your law. 

154 Judge my judgment, and redeem me; 

on account of your word make me alive. 

155 Salvation is far away from sinners, 

because they did not seek out your duties. 

156  Your compassions are very many, O Lord. 

According to your judgments make me alive. 

157 Many are those who persecute me and afflict me. 

From your testimonies I did not turn away. 

158 I saw those who break covenant, and I pined away, 

because they did not keep your words. 

159 See how I have loved your commandments, O Lord. 

With your mercy make me alive. 

160 The beginning of your words is truth, 

and for eternity are all the judgments of your righteousness. 

161 Rulers persecuted me for nothing, 

and from your words my heart feared. 

162 I will rejoice exceedingly in your words, 

as the one who finds many spoils. 

163 I hated and abhorred injustice, 

but I loved your law. 

164 Seven times during the day I praised you 

for the judgments of your righteousness. 

165 Great peace exists for those who love your law, 

and for them there is no stumbling block. 

166 I was expecting your salvation, O Lord, 

and I loved your commandments. 

167 And my soul guarded your testimonies, 

and it loved them very much. 

168 I kept your commandments and your testimonies, 

because all my ways are before you. 

169 Let my prayer come now near before you, O Lord. 

O Lord, according to your word instruct me. 

170 May my request enter before you. 

According to your word rescue me. 

171 May my lips overflow with a hymn 

whenever you teach me your duties. 

172 May my tongue speak your word, 

because all your commandments are righteousness. 

173 May your hand save, 

because I chose your commandments. 

174 I have trusted your salvation, O Lord, 

and your law is a care of mine. 

175 My soul will live, and it will praise you, 

and your judgments will help me. 

176  I was led astray like a slain sheep. 

Give life to your servant, 

because I did not forget your commandments. 





Rescue My Soul from Unrighteous Lips

119 aA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1 When I was afflicted, I cried out to the Lord, 

and he heard me. 

2 O Lord, rescue my soul from unrighteous lips 

and from a deceitful tongue. 

3 What should be given to you, 

and what should be added to you, O deceitful tongue? 

4 The arrows of the strong are sharpened 

with the charcoal from the desert. 

5 Woe is me, that my sojourning was prolonged. 

I dwelt with the tents of Kedar. 

6 My soul lived as a foreigner greatly; 

with those who hated peace, 7 I was peaceful. 

Whenever I was speaking to them, 

they were fighting against me without cause. 




My Help Is from the Lord

120 bA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1 I lifted my eyes to the mountains. 

From where will my help come? 

2 My help is from the Lord, 

who made the heavens and the earth. 

3 Do not give your foot to surging; 

nor will the one who guards you sleep. 

4 Look, the one who guards Israel 

will neither slumber nor awaken from sleep. 

5 The Lord will guard you. 

The Lord is your shelter at your right hand. 

6 By day the sun will not burn you, 

neither the moon during the night. 

7 The Lord will guard you from all evil; 

may he keep watch over your soul. 

8 The Lord will guard your entering in and your going out 

from now and until eternity. 




Peace for Jerusalem

121 cA SONG OF ASCENT, OF DAVID. 

1 I was cheerful at those who said to me, 

“We will go up into the house of the Lord.” 

2 Our feet were established 

in the courts, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is restored as a city 

whose company is together. 

4  For there the tribes of the Lord went up, 

as a testimony to Israel, to confess the name of the Lord. 

5 For there thrones sat for judgment, 

thrones for the house of David, 

6 and prosperity for those who love you. 

Ask indeed the things for peace for Jerusalem. 

7 May indeed your peace be in your power 

and prosperity in your citadels. 

8 On account of my brothers and my neighbors, 

I was speaking, “Peace to you.” 

9 On account of the house of the Lord, our God, 

I sought out for you. 




Our Eyes Are toward the Lord

122 aA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1 To you I lifted up my eyes, 

to the one who dwells in the heavens. 

2 Look, as the eyes of servants are for the hands of their lords, 

as the eyes of a female servant are for the hands of her mistress, 

thus are our eyes toward the Lord, our God, 

until he pities us. 

3 Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy on us, 

because we have been greatly filled with contempt. 

4 Our soul has been greatly filled with it. 

Reproach be with those who are prospering, 

and contempt be with the arrogant. 




The Lord Was with Us

123 bA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1 If it was not that the Lord was with us 

—let Israel say so now— 

2 if it was not that the Lord was with us, 

when people rose up against us, 

3 then they would have devoured us alive, 

when their wrath was angered against us; 

4 then the water would have thrown us into the sea; 

our soul would have passed through the torrent; 

5 then our soul would have passed 

through the overwhelming water. 

6 Blessed is the Lord who did not give us 

for prey for their teeth. 

7 Our soul was rescued 

like a sparrow from the trap of the ones going hunting. 

The trap was crushed, 

but we were rescued. 

8 Our rescue is in the name of the Lord, 

who made the heavens and the earth. 




Peace Be upon Israel

124 aA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1 Those who trust in the Lord are like the mountain of Zion. 

The one who inhabits Jerusalem will not be shaken for eternity. 

2 Mountains are in a circle around it, 

and the Lord is in a circle around his people, 

from now and until eternity. 

3  For he will not spare the rod of sinners 

for the portion of the righteous ones, 

that the righteous ones 

would never stretch out their hands in lawlessness. 

4 Do good, O Lord, to the ones who are good, 

and to the ones upright in heart. 

5 But those who turn away to the knots 

the Lord will lead astray, with those who work lawlessness. 

Peace be upon Israel! 




Those Who Sow in Tears

125 bA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1  When the Lord returned to the captive Zion, 

we became as those comforted. 

2 At that time our mouth was filled with joy, 

and our tongue with great joy. 

At that time they will say among the nations, 

“The Lord was magnified to act with them.” 

3 The Lord was magnified to act with us. 

We became cheerful. 

4 Return our captivity, O Lord, 

like the torrents in the south. 

5 Those who sow in tears 

will reap with great joy. 

6 Going, indeed they were going and weeping, 

removing their seed. 

But coming, they will come with great joy, 

lifting up their handfuls. 




If the Lord Has Not Built a House

126 cA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1 If the Lord has not built a house, 

those who build it grow weary in futility. 

If the Lord does not guard a city, 

the one who keeps watch lies awake in futility. 

2 It is futile for you to rise early, 

to awaken after those who eat the bread of pain are seated, 

when he gives slumber to his beloved. 

3 Look, the inheritance of the Lord are children, 

the wages of the fruit of her womb. 

4 Just like arrows in the hand of the strong, 

thus are the children of the scattered. 

5 Blessed is he who will fulfill his desire from them. 

He will not be disgraced when they speak to their enemies in the gate. 




May the Lord Bless You from Zion

127 aA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1 Blessed are all those who fear the Lord, 

those who walk in his ways. 

2 You will eat the fruit of your labors. 

Blessed are you, and it will be well for you. 

3 Your wife is like a prospering vine 

on the sides of your house. 

Your children are like newly planted olive trees 

in a circle around your table. 

4  Look, thus will he be blessed, 

the person who fears the Lord. 

5 May the Lord bless you from Zion, 

and may you see the good things of Jerusalem 

all the days of your life. 

6 And may you see the children of your children. 

Peace be upon Israel! 




Let All Who Hate Zion Be Dishonored

128 bA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1  “Many times they fought against me from my youth” 

—let Israel say now— 

2  “Many times they fought against me from my youth. 

Indeed, they will not overpower me. 

3 Upon my back the sinners devised plans. 

They prolonged their lawlessness.” 

4 The righteous Lord cut off the necks of sinners. 

5 Let all those who hate Zion be dishonored, 

and let them be turned backwards. 

6 Let them be like the grass of rooftops 

that was dried up before it was drawn out, 

7 with which the one who reaps does not fill his hand, 

and the one who gathers the handfuls does not fill his chest; 

8 and those who pass by have not said, 

“Blessings of the Lord be upon us; 

we will bless you in the name of the Lord.” 




The Lord Will Redeem Israel

129 aA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1 From the deeps I cried aloud to you, O Lord. 

2 O Lord, hearken to my voice. 

Let your ears be giving heed to the voice of my entreaty. 

3 If you should closely watch transgressions, O Lord, 

O Lord, who should endure it? 

4 For from you is the atonement. 

Because of your name 5 I awaited, O Lord. 

My soul waited for his law. 

6 My soul hoped upon the Lord 

from early watch until night. 

7 For mercy is from the Lord, 

and great redemption is from him. 

8 And he will redeem Israel 

from all their acts of lawlessness. 




Let Israel Hope upon the Lord

130 bA SONG OF ASCENT, BY DAVID. 

1 O Lord, my heart was not lifted up, 

nor were my eyes raised up, 

nor did I go in greatness, 

nor in wondrous things beyond me. 

2 Surely I was not humbled, 

and I lifted my soul high, 

as the one weaned from its mother, 

until you will repay on behalf of my soul. 

3 Let Israel hope upon the Lord 

from now and until eternity. 




Remember David, O Lord

131 cA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1 O Lord, remember David 

and all his humility. 

2 When he swore to the Lord, 

he prayed to the God of Jacob, 

3 “If I will enter into the tent of my house, 

if I will go up on the bed of my covering, 

4 if I will give slumber to my eyes 

and drowsiness to my eyelashes 

and rest to my temples, 

5 until when I will find a place to the Lord, 

a tent to the God of Jacob.” 

6 Look, we heard it in Ephrathah; 

we found it in the thicket of the wood. 

7  “I will enter into his tents; 

we will worship at the place where his feet stood.” 

8 Rise up, O Lord, into your rest, 

you and the ark of your holy place. 

9  Your priests put on righteousness, 

and your holy ones will rejoice exceedingly. 

10 Because of David, your servant, 

do not turn back the face of your anointed one. 

11 The Lord swore to David truthfulness, 

and he will never reject it, 

“From the fruit of your belly 

I will establish upon your throne; 

12 if your sons will keep my covenant and my testimonies, 

these things that I will teach them, 

and their sons will sit upon your throne until eternity.” 

13 For the Lord chose Zion. 

He selected it for a dwelling for himself, 

14  “This is my place of repose for eternity of eternity; 

here I will dwell, because I chose it. 

15 I will surely bless its widow; 

its poor I will satisfy with food. 

16  Its priests I will clothe with salvation, 

and its holy ones will rejoice exceedingly with great joy. 

17  There I will cause to spring up a horn for David; 

I will prepare a lamp for your anointed one. 

18 His enemies I will clothe with shame, 

but upon him my holiness will flourish.” 




The Dew of Hermon

132 aA SONG OF ASCENT, BY DAVID. 

1 Look, surely what is good 

or what is pleasant, that brothers dwell together? 

2 It is as perfume upon the head, 

which goes down upon the beard, 

the beard of Aaron, 

which goes down upon the collar of his garment. 

3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 

which goes down upon the mountains of Zion, 

because there the Lord commanded the blessing 

and life until eternity. 




Lift Up Your Hands to the Holy Place

133 aA SONG OF ASCENT. 

1 Look, surely bless the Lord, all servants of the Lord, 

who stand in the courts of the house of our God. 

2 In the nights lift up your hands to the holy place 

and bless the Lord. 

3 The Lord will bless you from Zion, 

the one who made the heavens and the earth. 




The Lord Chose Israel

134 bHALLELUJAH. 

1 Praise the name of the Lord! 

Praise, O servants, the Lord, 

2 you who stand in the house of the Lord, 

in the courts of the house of our God. 

3 Praise the Lord because the Lord is good. 

Sing psalms to his name because it is good, 

4 because the Lord chose Jacob for himself, 

Israel for his treasure. 

5 For know that great is the Lord, 

and our Lord beyond all gods. 

6 All things, however much he wanted, the Lord made 

in the heavens and on earth, 

in the seas and in the depths. 

7 Leading out clouds from the end of the earth, 

he made lightning strikes into rain, 

the one who leads out winds from his treasures. 

8 He who struck the firstborn of Egypt, 

from human to animal. 

9 He sent forth signs and wonders in the middle of you, O Egypt, 

with Pharaoh and with all his servants. 

10 He struck many nations 

and killed strong kings, 

11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 

and Og, king of Bashan, 

and all the kingdoms of Canaan. 

12 And he gave the land as their inheritance, 

an inheritance to Israel, his servant. 

13 O Lord, your name is for eternity. 

O Lord, your remembrance is from generation to generation. 

14 The Lord has compassion on his people, 

and he will be comforted in his servants. 

15 The idols of the nations are silver and gold, 

works of the hands of humans. 

16 They have a mouth and do not speak; 

they have eyes and will not see. 

17 They have ears and will not give ear, 

for there is no wind in their mouth. 

18 May all those who make them become like them, 

and all those who are trusting in them. 

19 O house of Israel, bless the Lord! 

O house of Aaron, bless the Lord! 

20 O house of Levi, bless the Lord! 

You who fear the Lord, bless the Lord! 

21 Blessed is the Lord from Zion, 

the one who inhabits Jerusalem. 




The Lord’s Mercy Is Forever

135 aHALLELUJAH. 

1 bGive thanks to the Lord because he is kind, 

because his mercy is for eternity. 

2 Give thanks to the God of gods, 

because his mercy is for eternity. 

3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

4 to the one who alone makes great wondrous things, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

5 to the one who made the heavens with understanding, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

6 to the one who made firm the earth upon the water, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

7 to the one who alone made great lights, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

8 the sun for authority over the day, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

9 the moon and the stars for authority over the night, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

10 to the one who struck Egypt with their firstborn, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

11 and the one who led out Israel from the middle of them, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

12 with a strong hand and with a high arm, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

13 to the one who divided the Red Sea into parts, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

14 and the one who carried Israel in the middle of it, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

15 and to the one who scattered Pharaoh and his strength into the Red Sea, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

16 to the one who carried his people in the desert, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

17 to the one who struck great kings, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

18 and to the one who killed strong kings, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

20 and Og, king of Bashan, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

21 and to the one who gave the land as their inheritance, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

22 an inheritance to Israel, his servant, 

because his mercy is for eternity;a 

24 and he delivered us from the hand of our enemies, 

because his mercy is for eternity; 

25 the one who gives food to all flesh, 

because his mercy is for eternity. 

26 Give thanks to the Lord of the heavens, 

because his mercy is for eternity! 




The Rivers of Babylon

136 bBY DAVID. 

1 At the rivers of Babylon, 

there we sat and wept while we remembered Zion. 

2 Upon the willows in the middle of it 

we hung up our musical instruments. 

3 For there those who took us as prisoners 

asked us for words of songs, 

and those who led us away, 

“Sing to us from the songs of Zion.” 

4 How should we sing the song of the Lord 

in a strange land? 

5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 

may my right hand be forgotten! 

6 May my tongue be glued to my throat 

if I do not remember you, 

if I do not prefer Jerusalem, 

in the beginning of my cheer. 

7 Remember, O Lord, the sons of Edom in the day of Jerusalem, 

who said, “Empty out, empty out, until the foundation is in it!” 

8 O daughter of Babylon, you miserable one! 

Blessed is the one who repays to you your recompense, 

which you supplied to us. 

9 Blessed is the one who will seize your infants 

and dash them to the ground against the rock. 




I Will Give Thanks to You, O Lord

137 aBY DAVID. 

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, 

with my whole heart, 

because you heard the words of my mouth; 

and before angels I will sing psalms to you. 

2 I will worship at your holy temple, 

and I will give thanks to your name, 

for your mercy and your truthfulness, 

because you magnified your holy one above every name. 

3 In whichever day I call on you, quickly hear me. 

You will treat me with care in my soul with great power. 

4 Let all the kings of the earth give thanks to you, O Lord, 

because they heard all the words of your mouth. 

5 And let them sing with the ways of the Lord, 

because the glory of the Lord is great! 

6 For the Lord is high, 

and he has taken notice of the low, 

and he knows the haughty from afar. 

7 If I should walk in the middle of tribulation, 

you will give life to me. 

Against the anger of my enemies you stretched out my hands, 

and your right hand saved me. 

8 O Lord, you will repay concerning me. 

O Lord, your mercy is until eternity. 

O Lord, do not neglect the works of your hands. 




I Was Marvelously, Awesomely Made

138 bFOR THE END, A PSALM BY DAVID. 

1 O Lord, you put me to the test, 

and you knew me. 

2 You knew my sitting and my waking. 

You understood all my thoughts from afar. 

3 My path and my course you tracked out. 

And all my ways you foresaw. 

4  For there is no unrighteous word on my tongue. 

Look, Lord, you know all, 

5 the final affairs and the ancient things. 

You formed me and set your hand upon me. 

6 Your knowledge was magnified from me. 

I was strengthened; 

never would I be strong enough for it. 

7  Where should I go from your spirit, 

and where would I flee from your face? 

8 If I should go up to the heavens, you are there. 

If I should go down to Hades, you are present. 

9 If I take up my wings to fly straight 

and dwell unto the ends of the sea, 

10 indeed, even there your hand will guide me, 

and your right hand will hold me. 

11 And I said, “Therefore, darkness will trample upon me, 

and night is illumination in my luxury.” 

12  As the darkness of it, 

thus also the light of it. 

13 For you created my mind, O Lord; 

you helped me from the womb of my mother. 

14 I will give thanks to you, 

because you were marvelously, awesomely made. 

Wondrous things are your works, 

and my soul knows it very much. 

15 My bones were not hidden from you, 

which you made in secret, 

and my actual being 

was in the lower parts of the earth. 

16 Your eyes saw my unformed shape, 

and in your document all will be written, 

for days they will be formed, 

and none in them. 

17 But for me your friends were exceedingly honored, O God; 

their rulers were exceedingly strengthened. 

18 I will count them, 

and they will be multiplied beyond the sand. 

I was awakened, 

and still I am with you. 

19 If you slay sinners, O God, 

O men of bloodshed, turn away from me. 

20 For you will speak to their thought; 

they will take your cities in pointlessness. 

21 Did I not hate those who are hating you, O Lord? 

And I was pining over your enemies. 

22 With a complete hatred I was hating them; 

they were as enemies to me. 

23 Scrutinize me, O God, and know my heart; 

examine me, and know my paths; 

24 and see if you see transgressions in me, 

and lead me in the eternal way. 




Deliver Me from the Evil Person

139 aFOR THE END, BY DAVID, A PSALM. 

2 Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil person; 

from the unjust man rescue me. 

3 Those who plotted injustice in their heart, 

the whole day they were organizing wars. 

4 They sharpened their tongue like a serpent; 

the poison of asps is under their lips. 

Musical interlude 

5 Guard me, O Lord, from the hand of the sinner. 

Deliver me from unrighteous people, 

those who plotted to overthrow my steps. 

6 The arrogant ones hid a trap for me, 

and they stretched out measuring lines of a snare 

for my feet along the path. 

They set up a stumbling block for me. 

Musical interlude 

7 I said to the Lord, “You are my God; 

give ear, O Lord, to the voice of my entreaty.” 

8 O Lord, Lord, you are the power of my salvation. 

You overshadowed my head in the day of war. 

9 Do not deliver me, O Lord, from my desire. 

They devised with the sinner against me. 

Do not forsake me, 

lest they be lifted up high. 

Musical interlude 

10 The head of their encirclement, 

the work of their lips will cover them up. 

11 Coals of fire will fall on them; 

upon the earth you will overthrow them. 

With misery never ever will they endure. 

12 An unrighteous man will hunt evil things unto destruction. 

13 I knew that the Lord will make justice for the needy 

and judgment for the poor. 

14 But the righteous ones will confess your name, 

and the upright ones will inhabit with your face. 




My Prayer Is a Sacrifice

140 aA PSALM BY DAVID. 

1 O Lord, to you I cried out. 

Give ear to me. 

Pay attention to the voice of my entreaty 

when I cry out to you. 

2 Let my prayer be directed as a burnt sacrifice before you, 

a rising of my hands as an evening sacrifice. 

3 O Lord, set a guard for my mouth 

and a door of fortification around my lips. 

4 Do not turn my heart to words of wickedness, 

to allege pretexts in sins, 

with people working lawlessness, 

and never ever will I be joined with their chosen ones. 

5 The righteous one will train me with mercy, 

and he will reprove me. 

But do not anoint my head with the olive oil of the sinner, 

for again and again my prayer is against their pleasures. 

6 Their strong ones were devoured next to a rock. 

They will hear my words because they were able. 

7 As a thick piece of earth is broken up upon the earth, 

our bones were scattered along Hades. 

8 For to you, O Lord, Lord, 

are my eyes. 

In you I placed my hope. 

Do not remove my soul. 

9 Guard me from the trap that they contrived for me 

and from the stumbling block of those who work lawlessness. 

10 Sinners will fall in his own net. 

I am alone wherever I go. 




God Is My Hope

141 aFOR UNDERSTANDING, BY DAVID, WHEN HE WAS IN THE CAVE, A PRAYER. 

2 With my voice I cried out to the Lord. 

With my voice I besought the Lord. 

3 I poured out before him my entreaty. 

I will report my affliction before him. 

4 When my spirit came to an end from me, 

you also knew my paths. 

In this way in which I was going, 

they hid a trap for me. 

5 I was looking to the right hand, 

and I was seeing that there was no one who knew me. 

Escape passed away from me, 

and there is no one who seeks out my soul. 

6 To you, O Lord, I cried out, 

and I said, “You are my hope, 

my portion in the land of the living.” 

7 Pay attention to my entreaty, 

because I was made low very much. 

Rescue me from those who are persecuting me, 

because they were strengthened beyond me. 

8 Lead my soul out from prison, 

so that I could give thanks to your name, O Lord. 

The righteous ones wait for me 

until when you will give recompense to me. 




Deliver Me from My Enemies

142 aA PSALM BY DAVID, WHEN HIS SON PURSUED HIM. 

1 O Lord, hearken to my prayer. 

Give ear to my entreaty with your truthfulness. 

Hear me in your righteousness. 

2 And do not enter into judgment with your servant, 

because every living soul will not be vindicated before you. 

3 He lowered my life to the earth. 

He set me in darkness like the dead of eternity. 

4 And my spirit was grieved in me; 

my heart was troubled in me. 

5 I remembered ancient days, 

and I meditated on all your works; 

on the deeds of your hands I was meditating. 

6 I spread out my hands to you. 

My soul was like dry land to you. 

Musical interlude 

7 Quickly give ear to me, O Lord. 

My spirit came to an end. 

Do not turn back your face from me, 

and I will be like those who go down to the pit. 

8 Make me hear of your mercy in the morning, 

because in you I placed my hope. 

Make known to me, O Lord, the way in which I will walk, 

because to you I lifted up my soul. 

9 Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord, 

because to you I fled for refuge. 

10 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. 

Your holy spirit will guide me in the straight way. 

11 On account of your name, O Lord, you will give life to me. 

With your righteousness you will lead my soul out of affliction. 

12 And in your mercy you will utterly destroy my enemies, 

and you will destroy all those who afflict my soul, 

because I am your servant. 




A Person Is Like Vanity

143 bBY DAVID TO GOLIATH. 

1 Blessed is the Lord, my God, 

who teaches my hands for war, 

arranging my fingers for battle. 

2 My mercy and my refuge, 

my helper and my deliverer, 

my protector; and in him I placed my hope, 

the one who places my people under me. 

3 O Lord, what is a person that you knew him? 

Or a son of a person that you should consider him? 

4 A person is like pointlessness. 

His days pass by as a shadow. 

5 O Lord, bend your heavens and come down 

to touch the mountains, and they will smoke. 

6 Hurl lightning, and you will scatter them. 

Send forth your arrows, and you will confound them. 

7 Send forth your hand from the heights. 

Deliver me, 

and rescue me from many waters, 

from the hand of foreign children, 

8 whose mouth spoke pointlessness, 

and their right hand was a right hand of injustice. 

9 O God, I will sing a new song to you. 

With a ten-stringed harp I will sing psalms to you, 

10 to the one who gives his salvation to the kings, 

to the one who redeems David, his servant, from the evil sword. 

11 Rescue me, 

and deliver me from the hand of foreign children, 

whose mouth spoke pointlessness, 

and their right hand was a right hand of injustice, 

12 whose sons are like newly planted fruit 

that ripen in their youth. 

Their daughters are beautified in their faces, 

decked all around as like a temple. 

13 Their treasuries are full, 

overflowing from this to that. 

Their sheep are bearing more than one, 

multiplying when they go out. 

14  Their cattle are thick. 

There is no downfall of fence 

nor going out 

nor crying in their dwellings. 

15  They blessed the people to whom are these things. 

Blessed are the people whose God is the Lord. 




The Lord Is Faithful

144 aA PRAISE OF DAVID. 

1 I lift you up, O my God, my King, 

and I will bless your name for eternity and into the eternity of the eternity. 

2 Each day I will bless you, 

and I will praise your name. 

3 Great is the Lord and very praiseworthy, 

and of his majesty there is no end. 

4 Generation after generation will praise your works, 

and they will announce your power. 

5  They will speak about the magnificence of the glory of your holiness, 

and they will describe your wondrous things. 

6 And they will speak of the power of your awesomeness, 

and your majesty, I will describe it, 

and I will speak about your dominion. 

7  They will overflow with the memory of the magnitude of your kindness, 

and they will rejoice exceedingly in your righteousness. 

8 Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, 

longsuffering and very merciful. 

9 The Lord is good to those who wait, 

and his compassions are over all his works. 

10 Let all your works give thanks to you, O Lord, 

and let your holy ones bless you. 

11 They will speak of the glory of your kingdom, 

and they will speak of your power, 

12 to make known to the sons of humans your power 

and the glory of the magnificence of your kingdom. 

13 Your kingdom is the kingdom over all the eternities, 

and your dominion in every generation and generation. 

14 Faithful is the Lord in his words, 

and holy in all his works. 

The Lord supports all those who are falling down 

and sets up again all those who have been broken down. 

15 The eyes of all are hoping in you, 

and you give their food in season. 

16 You open your hands 

and satisfy every living being with goodwill. 

17 Righteous is the Lord in all his ways, 

and holy in all his works. 

18  The Lord is near to all those who invoke him, 

to all those who invoke him in truthfulness. 

19 He will do the will of those who fear him, 

and he will hear their prayers, 

and he will save them. 

20  The Lord guards all those who love him, 

and all the sinners he will utterly destroy. 

21 My mouth will speak praise of the Lord, 

and let all flesh bless his holy name for eternity and into the eternity of the eternity. 




The Lord Loves the Righteous

145 aA HALLELUJAH OF HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH. 

1 My soul praises the Lord. 

2 I will praise the Lord with my life. 

I will sing psalms to my God as long as I exist. 

3 Do not trust in rulers 

and in the sons of humans in whom there is no salvation. 

4 His spirit will come out, and he will return to his earth; 

in that day all their thoughts will perish. 

5  Blessed is the person whose helper is the God of Jacob. 

His hope is in the Lord, his God, 

6 the one who made the heavens and the earth, 

the sea and all that is in them, 

the one who keeps truthfulness for eternity, 

7 the one who brings justice to those who are wronged, 

giving food to those who are hungry. 

The Lord unbinds those having been bound fast. 

8 The Lord sets up again those having been broken down. 

The Lord makes wise the blind. 

The Lord loves the righteous ones. 

9  The Lord guards the immigrants. 

The orphaned and the widow he will take in. 

And he will destroy the way of sinners. 

10 The Lord will rule for eternity, 

your God, O Zion, from generation to generation. 




The Lord Is Building Jerusalem

146 bA HALLELUJAH OF HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH. 

1 cPraise the Lord, because psalmody is good. 

Let sweet praise be to our God. 

2 The Lord is building Jerusalem, 

and the dispersion of Israel he will gather together, 

3 the one who heals those who have been broken in heart 

and binds up their wounds, 

4 the one who counts the multitude of the stars 

and who calls names to all of them. 

5 Great is our Lord, and great is his strength, 

and there is no numbering of his understanding. 

6  The Lord takes up the humble, 

but lowers sinners to the earth. 

7 Begin to the Lord with thanksgiving; 

sing psalms to our God with the lyre, 

8 to the one who clothes the heavens with clouds, 

to the one who prepares for the earth rain, 

to the one who causes grass to spring up in the mountains, 

and tender grass for the toil of humanity, 

9 and to the one who gives to the livestock their food, 

and to the chicks of the ravens who invoke him. 

10 He will not delight in the power of the horse, 

nor in the legs of a man is he well pleased. 

11 The Lord is well pleased with those who fear him 

and with all those who are hoping in his mercy. 




God Will Send His Word

147 aA HALLELUJAH OF HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH. 

1 O Jerusalem, praise the Lord; 

O Zion, praise your God! 

2 For he strengthened the bars of your gates; 

he blessed your children in you. 

3 The one who places your borders with peace, 

and who satisfies you with the richness of wheat, 

4 the one who sends away his word to the earth, 

with swiftness his word will run, 

5 who gives snow like wool, 

who sprinkles fog like ashes, 

6 who casts his ice like morsels, 

against the face of his cold who will endure? 

7  He will send his word, and it will melt them. 

His wind will blow, and waters will flow. 

8 He is sending his word to Jacob, 

his duties and judgments to Israel. 

9 He did not do thus to every nation, 

and his judgments he did not make visible to them. 




Praise the Lord from the Heavens

148 bA HALLELUJAH OF HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH. 

1 Praise the Lord from the heavens! 

Praise him in the highest places! 

2 Praise him, all his angels! 

Praise him, all his powers! 

3 Praise him, sun and moon! 

Praise him, all the stars and the light! 

4 Praise him, the heavens of the heavens, 

and the water above the heavens! 

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

because he said, and they were; 

he commanded, and they were created. 

6 He established them for eternity and into the eternity of eternity. 

He set an ordinance, and it will not pass away. 

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 

you dragons and all the deep waters, 

8 fire, hail, snow, ice, 

wind of a storm, the things doing his word, 

9 the mountains and all high places, 

fruit-bearing trees and all cedars, 

10 the wild beasts and all the livestock, 

reptiles and winged birds, 

11 kings of the earth and all peoples, 

rulers and all judges of the earth, 

12 youth and virgins, 

old woman with the young. 

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

because his name only was lifted up; 

his thanksgiving is in the earth and the heavens. 

14 And he will raise up the horn of his people, 

to the children of Israel, to the people near to him. 




Let the Children of Zion Rejoice

149 aA HALLELUJAH. 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song. 

His praise is in the assembly of holy ones. 

2 Let Israel be cheerful in the one who made him, 

and let the children of Zion rejoice exceedingly in their king. 

3 Let them praise his name in dance; 

with tambourine and harp let them sing psalms to him, 

4 because the Lord is well pleased with his people, 

and he will raise up the humble in salvation. 

5 Holy ones will boast in glory, 

and they will rejoice exceedingly in their beds, 

6 the heights of God in their throat 

and double-edged swords in their hands, 

7 to enact vengeance among the nations, 

reproof among the peoples, 

8 to bind their kings in fetters 

and those held in esteem among them in iron handcuffs, 

9 to enact among them written judgment. 

This is glory to all his holy ones. 




Let All That Has Breath Praise the Lord

150 bA HALLELUJAH. 

1 Praise God among his holy ones! 

Praise him among the strength of his might. 

2 Praise him in his powers! 

Praise him according to the magnitude of his majesty! 

3 Praise him in the sound of a trumpet! 

Praise him in harp and lyre! 

4 Praise him in tambourine and dance! 

Praise him in strings and musical instrument! 

5 Praise him in pleasing cymbals! 

Praise him in loud cymbals! 

6 Let all that has breath praise the Lord! 

Hallelujah! 




I Was Small among My Brothers

151 aTHIS PSALM IS WRITTEN IN HIS OWN HAND BY DAVID, AND OUTSIDE OF THE NUMBER, WHEN HE FOUGHT IN SINGLE COMBAT AGAINST GOLIATH. 

1 I was small among my brothers 

and the youngest one in the house of my father. 

I was shepherding the sheep of my father. 

2 My hands made an organ; 

my fingers prepared a harp. 

3 And who will report to my Lord? 

The Lord himself, it is he who will hearken. 

4 He dispatched his messenger 

and raised me from the sheep of my father. 

He anointed me with the oil of his anointing. 

5 My brothers were handsome and big, 

but the Lord was not well pleased with them. 

6 I went out to a meeting against the foreigner, 

and he imprecated curses upon me with his idols. 

7 But I, after drawing the sword from him, beheaded him 

and took away the reproach from the children of Israel. 





PROVERBS




The Beginning of Wisdom

1 Proverbs of Solomon, son of David, 

who ruled in Israel: 

2 to know wisdom and discipline, 

and to understand words of insight, 

3 and to receive subtlety of words, 

and to understand true righteousness, 

and to direct a judgment, 

4 so that it may give cunning to the naive 

and both experience and insight to a young child. 

5 For when the wise hears these things, he will become wiser, 

and the thoughtful will gain skill in navigation, 

6 and will understand a proverb and an obscure word 

and the sayings and riddles of the wise. 

7 The beginning of wisdom is fear of God, 

and good insight belongs to all those who practice it, 

and piety toward God is the beginning of insight; 

but the ungodly despise wisdom and instruction. 

The Enticement of the Ungodly

8 Listen, son, to your father’s instruction, 

and do not drive away your mother’s ordinance. 

9 For you would receive a crown of grace for your brow 

and a golden collar around your neck. 

10 Son, may ungodly men not lead you astray, 

nor should you be willing 11 if they summon you, saying, 

“Come with us, become a partner of blood, 

and let us hide a righteous man in the earth unjustly, 

12 and let us swallow him alive just as Hades 

and remove his memory from the earth; 

13 let us seize his costly property, 

and we would fill our houses with booty; 

14 throw in your lot also with us, 

and we may all gain a shared purse— 

and let there be one small sack for us.” 

15 Do not proceed along the way with them, 

but turn away your foot from their path, 

17 for one does not spread a net for birds without reason. 

18 For those who participate in slaughter store up bad things for themselves, 

and the destruction of lawless men is bad. 

19 These are the ways of all those who carry out lawless deeds, 

for by ungodliness they take away their own soul. 

Wisdom’s Warning

20 Wisdom sings in the exits 

and leads confidently into open areas, 

21 and upon the top of the walls she proclaims, 

and at the gates she sits beside rulers, 

and at the gates of the city she speaks boldly: 

22 “As long as the naive hold to righteousness, they will not be dishonored; 

but the foolish, since they are ones who long for insolence, 

after becoming ungodly, they hated insight, 

23 and they became subject to reproofs. 

Look, I will utter a saying to you with my breath, 

and I will teach you my word. 

24 Since I kept calling yet you did not listen, 

and I held out words yet you did not pay attention, 

25 but you made my counsel void, 

and you resisted my reproofs; 

26 therefore I also will laugh at your destruction, 

and I will rejoice when your destruction comes, 

27 and as your turmoil arrives suddenly, 

and ruin is present like a hurricane, 

and when your affliction and siege come, 

or when your destruction comes. 

28 For it will be when you call out for me, then I will not hear you; 

wicked people will seek me, but they will not find me. 

29 For they hated wisdom, and they did not choose the word of the Lord, 

30 and they did not want to pay attention to my counsels, 

but they mocked my reproof. 

31 Therefore they will eat the fruit of their own way, 

and they will be filled with their own ungodliness; 

32 for because they were doing wrong to infants, they will be murdered, 

and scrutiny will destroy the ungodly. 

33 But the one who listens to me will dwell in hope 

and will rest without fear of any evil.” 




The Value of Wisdom

2 Son, if when you receive a saying of my command you hide it close by you, 

2 your ear will listen to wisdom, 

and you will cast your heart toward insight, 

and you will cast it upon admonition for your son. 

3 For if he calls out for wisdom 

and you lift your voice to insight, 

4 and if you seek it like silver 

and you search it out like treasure, 

5 then you will understand fear of the Lord, 

and you will find knowledge of God; 

6 because the Lord gives wisdom 

and knowledge and insight from his face, 

7 and it will store up deliverance for the upright; 

it will shield their way 8 to guard the ways of righteous deeds, 

and he will closely watch the way of those who are reverent toward him; 

9 then you will understand righteousness and judgment, 

and you will rectify all good paths; 

10 for if wisdom comes toward your mind 

and perception appears beautiful to your soul, 

11 beautiful counsel will guard you 

and pious insight will keep you, 

12 so that it may rescue you from the bad way 

and from the man who says nothing trustworthy; 

13 alas for those who forsake straight ways 

to proceed along ways of darkness, 

14 who rejoice over what is bad 

and are glad about what is twisted badly, 

15 whose paths are crooked and whose paths are bent 

16 to set you far from the straight way 

and make you a stranger from righteous intention. 

Son, do not let bad counsel overtake you, 

17 which abandons the teaching of youth 

and has forgotten the divine covenant, 

18 for she has set her house close by death 

and her paths close by Hades with the shades.a 

19 All who go in it will not return, 

and they would never attain to straight paths, 

for they are not seized by years of life; 

20 for if they proceeded on good paths, 

they would find smooth paths of righteousness; 

21 because the upright will inhabit the land, 

and the pious will be left in it; 

22 the ways of the ungodly will be destroyed from the earth, 

and the lawless will be thrust out of it. 




Trust God

3 Son, do not forget my commandments, 

and may your heart keep my words, 

2 for they will add to you length of life 

and years of life and peace. 

3 May mercy and faithfulness not desert you— 

suspend them also from your neck and you will find grace— 

4 and think of what is good in the opinion of the Lord and humans. 

5 Trust God with your whole heart 

and do not be exalted by your own wisdom; 

6 make her known in all your ways 

so that it may direct your ways. 

7 Do not be wise by means of yourself, 

but fear God and turn away from any evil; 

8 then it will be healing for your body 

and treatment for your bones. 

9 Honor the Lord from your righteous labors 

and offer him of your fruits of righteousness— 

10 so that your storehouses may be filled in abundance with corn, 

and your wine vats may gush with wine. 

True Treasure

11 Son, do not despise the discipline of the Lord 

or grow weak when reproved by him, 

12 for the Lord reproves whomever he loves 

and punishes any son he receives. 

13 Happy is the person who finds wisdom, 

and the mortal who sees insight, 

14 for it is better to trade for it 

than for treasures of gold and silver. 

15 She is more precious also than costly stones; 

nothing evil shall resist her. 

She is well known to all who approach her, 

and all that is precious is not worth as much as she. 

16 For length of life and years of life are in her right hand, 

and wealth and glory are in her left hand; 

16a from her mouth proceeds righteousness, 

and she carries law and mercy on her tongue. 

17 Her ways are good ways, 

and all her paths are in peace; 

18 she is a tree of life for all those who cleave to her 

and for those who lean upon her as on the Lord. 

19 God by wisdom laid the foundation of the earth 

and prepared the skies by insight; 

20 by perception depths were broken up, 

and clouds flowed with pure water. 

True Confidence

21 Son, do not abandon 

but rather keep my counsel and insight, 

22 so that your soul may live and grace may be around your neck; 

22a and it shall be healing to your flesh 

and treatment to your bones, 

23 so that you may proceed confidently with peace along all your ways 

and your foot may not stumble. 

24 For if you sit, it will be without fear, 

and if you sleep, you will go to sleep sweetly; 

25 and you will not be frightened by intimidation when it comes, 

nor an assault of the ungodly when they come, 

26 for the Lord will be over all your ways, 

and he will plant your foot so that you may not be moved. 

27 Do not refrain from doing well to the needy 

when your hand can furnish aid. 

28 Do not say, “Go and come back; I will give tomorrow,” 

when you are able to do well; 

for you do not know what the hereafter will bring. 

29 Do not devise evil things against your friend 

as he dwells alongside and trusts you. 

30 Do not behave with enmity toward a person pointlessly, 

lest he perpetrate any evil against you. 

31 Do not get evil men’s reproach 

nor be jealous of their ways, 

32 for every lawbreaker is impure before the Lord, 

and he does not sit in the council with the upright ones. 

33 A curse of God rests on the houses of the ungodly, 

and the dwellings of the righteous are blessed. 

34 The Lord opposes the arrogant, 

but he gives the humble grace. 

35 The wise will inherit glory, 

but the ungodly have exalted dishonor. 




A Father’s Instruction

4 Listen, children, to instruction of a father 

and pay attention to know insight. 

2 For I am giving you a good gift; 

do not forsake my law. 

3 For even I was born a son, obedient to my father 

and beloved in the face of my mother; 

4 they kept saying and teaching me: 

“Fix our word firmly in your heart; 

keep the commandments; 5 do not forget 

or overlook the saying of my mouth 

6 or forsake it—and it will be devoted to you; 

love it, and it will keep you. 

8 Surround it with a stockade, and it will lift you up; 

honor it so that it may embrace you, 

9 so that it may give your head a crown of grace, 

and may cover you with a crown of luxury.” 

Two Ways

10 Listen, son, and receive my words, 

and the years of your life will be multiplied 

so that the ways of living may become many for you. 

11 For I teach you the ways of wisdom, 

and I set you on upright tracks. 

12 For if you walk, your steps will not be constricted; 

and if you run, you will not grow weary. 

13 Take hold of my instruction; do not let go, 

but guard it for yourself for your life. 

14 Do not travel along the ways of the ungodly, 

or be jealous of the ways of the lawless; 

15 in the place in which they encamp, do not come there, 

but turn away from them and pass by. 

16 For they will never sleep unless they do mischief; 

their sleep is taken away, and they do not fall asleep; 

17 for they feed on the grain of ungodliness, 

and with lawless wine they get drunk. 

18 But the ways of the righteous shine brightly like light; 

they advance and shine until the day succeeds. 

19 But the ways of the ungodly are dark; 

they do not know how they are stumbling. 

The Straight Way

20 Son, pay attention to my saying, 

and entrust your ear to my words; 

21 that your springs may not forsake you, 

guard them in your heart; 

22 for it is life to those who find it, 

and a healing to all flesh. 

23 With complete vigilance guard your heart, 

for out of these are the courses of life. 

24 Remove from yourself a crooked mouth, 

and thrust unjust lips far from you. 

25 Let your eyes look straight 

and your eyelids beckon regarding righteous matters. 

26 Make straight paths for your feet, 

and make your ways straight. 

27 Do not turn away to the right or to the left, 

but turn back your foot from the way of evil. 

27a For God knows the ways from the right, 

but those from the left are diverted; 

27b and he will make your paths straight, 

and he will lead your courses forward in peace. 




Warning against Adultery

5 Son, pay attention to my wisdom, 

and entrust your ear to my words, 

2 so that you may guard good insight; 

and the perception of my lips is commanding you. 

3 Do not pay attention to the worthless woman; 

for sweet words trickle from the lips of the prostitute woman 

who oils your throat for a time; 

4 later, however, you will find it more bitter than gall 

and sharpened more than a two-edged sword. 

5 For the feet of folly lead downward, 

those who use her with death into Hades; 

and her footprints are not firmly fixed, 

6 for she does not come upon the ways of life, 

but her paths are slippery and they are not easy to discern. 

7 Now therefore, son, listen to me, 

and do not make my words invalid. 

8 Make your way far from her; 

do not approach the doors of her houses, 

9 so that you may not give away your life to others 

and your life to the merciless; 

10 so that strangers may not be filled with your strength, 

and your labors come into the houses of strangers; 

11 and you will feel regret in the last days, 

when the flesh of your body wears out, 

12 and you will say, “How did I hate discipline, 

and my heart shunned reproofs; 

13 and I did not listen to the voice of the one who trained and taught me, 

nor did I incline my ear; 

14 I very nearly came by every evil 

into the middle of the assembly and the congregation. 

15 Drink water from your jars 

and from your wells of running water. 

16 Do not let your water pour out from your spring, 

or your water pass into your streets. 

17 Let possessions be for you alone, 

and let no stranger have a share with you; 

18 let your spring of water be for you alone, 

and may you rejoice together with the woman from your youth. 

19 May the deer of affection and foal of your favors converse with you, 

and let her be considered your own and be with you at every time; 

for you will be great while you live life in this love. 

20 Do not be with a strange woman for long, 

or come together in the embraces of a woman who is not your own; 

21 for the ways of a man are before the eyes of God, 

and he sees into all his paths. 

22 Transgressions hunt a man, 

and each one is tied up with the cords of his own sins. 

23 This one dies accompanied by the ignorant, 

and from the abundance of his own substance he was cast out 

and perished through folly. 




Warnings regarding Guaranteeing Loans

6 Son, if you give surety for your friend, 

you will surrender your hand to the enemy. 

2 For one’s own lips are a strong trap for a man, 

and he is conquered by the lips of his own mouth. 

3 Do, son, what I command you and save yourself; 

for you have come into the hands of evil things through your friend; 

go without failing, 

and provoke even your friend for whom you gave surety. 

4 Do not give your eyes sleep, 

or let your eyelids fall asleep, 

5 so that you may save yourself like a gazelle from a noose 

and like a bird from a trap. 

Laziness

6 Go to the ant, O sluggard, 

and be jealous when you see its ways, 

and grow wiser than that one; 

7 for although a field does not belong to that one, 

and he has no one to compel him 

and is under no master, 

8 he prepares much food for himself during summer, 

and in the harvest he makes provisions. 

8a Or go to the bee 

and learn what a worker she is 

and how solemn she makes her work; 

8b whose toil kings and commoners consume for health, 

and it is desirable to all and glorious; 

8c although she has feeble bodily strength, 

because she honors wisdom, she is promoted. 

9 How long, sluggard, do you lie down? 

And when will you rouse yourself from sleep? 

10 A little sleeping, and you slumber a little, and you doze briefly, 

and you might briefly fold your hands across your chest; 

11 then poverty comes in upon you like an evil wayfarer 

and need like a good runner; 

11a but if you would be resolute, your harvest will come like a spring, 

while lack will desert you like an evil runner. 

What God Hates

12 A man who is foolish and a lawbreaker travels ways that are not good; 

13 the same one also winks with the eye and signals with the foot 

and teaches with signals of fingers; 

14 he devises evil to divert the heart at all times; 

such a person brings about tumults for the city. 

15 Therefore his destruction comes suddenly, 

a gash and an incurable crushing, 

16 because he rejoices at all that God hates, 

and he is broken on account of uncleanness of soul: 

17 the eye of the insolent, the unjust tongue, 

the hands that pour out the blood of the righteous, 

18 and the heart that devises evil plans, 

and feet that hasten to do evil. 

19 An unjust witness kindles false things 

and unleashes disputes between brothers. 

Warning against Adultery

20 Son, guard the laws of your father, 

and may you not thrust away the ordinances of your mother; 

21 suspend them also from your soul always, 

and make them a collar about your neck. 

22 Whenever you may walk about, bring it and let it be with you; 

as you lie down, let it guard you— 

so that when you awaken it may converse with you. 

23 Because the command of the law is a lamp, 

and the way of life and reproof and instruction is a light, 

24 to preserve you from a married woman 

and from the slander of a strange tongue. 

25 Do not let desire of beauty overcome you 

or be hunted by your eyes 

or be captivated by her eyelashes. 

26 For the price of a prostitute is about one loaf, 

a woman of men hunts for a precious soul. 

27 Can someone bind fire in his bosom and the garment not burn? 

28 Or can someone walk on coals of fire and his feet not burn? 

29 So he who goes in unto a married woman; 

he will not be regarded innocent, nor any who touch her. 

30 It is not astonishing when someone who steals is caught, 

for he steals that he may fill his soul because he is hungry; 

31 and when he is caught, he will pay sevenfold, 

and by giving all his possessions he will rescue himself. 

32 But the adulterer through lack of understanding brings about destruction to his soul; 

33 he endures both pain and dishonor, 

and his reproach will not be wiped out into eternity. 

34 For the wrath of her husband is full of jealousy, 

he will not spare on the day of judgment; 

35 he will not exchange hatred for any ransom 

or be reconciled at all by many gifts. 




Warning against the Adulteress

7 Son, guard my words, 

and hide my commands close by yourself; 

1a Son, honor the Lord, and you will be strong, 

and do not fear any other than him. 

2 Guard my commands, and you will live, 

and my words like the pupil of your eyes; 

3 and place them on your fingers, 

and write upon the surface of your heart. 

4 Claim wisdom as your sister, 

and obtain insight as a friend for yourself, 

5 so that it may guard you from the strange and wicked woman, 

if she falls upon you with words intending charm. 

6 For peeping from a window of her house into the streets, 

7 at whatever young man without understanding she sees among the foolish children, 

8 who was passing by a corner in the passageways of her houses 

and speaking 9 in the darkness toward evening, 

when there is nocturnal quiet and darkness, 

10 the woman meets him, having a prostitute’s appearance, 

which causes the heart of the young to flutter. 

11 And she is flighty and profligate about the house, 

and her feet are not at rest; 

12 for some time she roams outside, 

and at another time she lies in wait in the streets by every corner. 

13 Then she seized and she kissed him 

and said to him with a shameless face, 

14 “I have a sacrifice of peace; 

today I am paying my vows, 

15 therefore I went out to meet you, 

longing for your face I have found you. 

16 I have spread my bed with a bed sheet, 

and I have spread out a double-sided carpet from Egypt; 

17 I have sprinkled my bed with saffron 

and my house with cinnamon. 

18 Come and let us enjoy affection until the dawn; 

come and let us roll around in sensuous desire. 

19 For my husband is not present in the house, 

and he has traveled a long way, 

20 taking a bundle of silver in his hand; 

after many days he will return to his house.” 

21 And she led him astray with much conversation, 

and she forced him with the snares of her lips. 

22 And he followed her because he was easily cajoled, 

and like an ox is led to slaughter 

and like a dog to chains, 

23 or like a deer is pierced with an arrow in its liver; 

he also hurries like a bird into a trap, 

not realizing that he is running for his life.a 

24 Now therefore, son, listen to me and pay attention to the words of my mouth. 

25 Do not let your heart turn to her ways; 

26 for she is wounding and has cut down many, 

and innumerable are those whom she has murdered; 

27 Paths to Hades are her house, 

leading down to the chambers of death. 




Wisdom’s Offer

8 You will proclaim wisdom so that insight may obey you, 

2 for she is upon the top of the heights, 

and she stands among the worn paths; 

3 for she sits beside the gates of rulers, 

and in the entrances she sings: 

4 “O people, I summon you, 

and I utter my voice to the sons of humans. 

5 Naive people, perceive cunning, 

and foolish people, take it to heart! 

6 Listen to me; for I will say serious things, 

and I will bring straight things up from my lips; 

7 because my throat will meditate on truth, 

but false lips are repulsive before me. 

8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; 

nothing in them is crooked or twisted. 

9 Everything is before those with understanding and is upright for those who find knowledge. 

10 Acquire instruction and not silver, 

and knowledge rather than refined gold; 

11 for wisdom is better than costly stones, 

and all that is precious is not worth as much as it. 

12 I, wisdom, dwell with counsel, 

and I call upon knowledge and insight; 

for wisdom is better than costly stones. 

13 The fear of the Lord hates unrighteousness, 

and also insolence and pride and ways of the wicked; 

and I hate distorted ways of evil people. 

14 Mine are counsel and security; 

mine is insight and mine is strength; 

15 by me kings reign, 

and the rulers write righteousness; 

16 by me mighty men become mighty, 

and tyrants control the earth by me. 

17 I love those who regard me with affection, 

and those who seek me will find me. 

18 Wealth and glory belong to me, 

and the possessions of many and righteousness; 

19 enjoyment of my fruits is better than gold or a precious stone, 

and my products are better than choicest silver. 

20 I walk in ways of righteousness, 

and among paths of duties I conduct myself, 

21 so that I will divide possessions to those who love me, 

and I will fill their storehouses with good things. 

21a If I report to you what happens every day, 

I will remember to number the events from eternity. 

22 The Lord created me as the beginning of his ways for his works; 

23 before eternity he founded me in the beginning, 

before making the earth 24 and before making the depths, 

before the springs of the waters came forth, 

25 before the mountains were settled, 

and before all the hills, he produced me. 

26 The Lord made territories and uninhabited regions 

and inhabited extremities of the earth under the skies. 

27 When he was preparing the heavens, I was there with him, 

and when he was marking off his own throne upon the winds. 

28 And as he was making the clouds above strong, 

and as he was establishing the unfailing springs of the earth under the heavens, 

29 and as he was making the foundations of the earth strong, 

30 I was beside him joining it; 

I was what he delighted in, 

and every day I rejoiced in his face at all times, 

31 when he rejoiced upon completing the inhabited earth, and he rejoiced in the sons of humans. 

32 Now therefore, son, listen to me. 

34 Happy is the person who will listen to me, 

and the man who will guard my ways, 

watching at my doors each day, 

keeping watch over the doorposts of my entrances. 

35 For my courses are the courses of life, 

and favor is prepared from the Lord. 

36 And those who sin against me act profanely toward their own souls, 

and those who hate me love death.” 




Wisdom’s Invitation

9 Wisdom built herself a house, 

and set up seven pillars; 

2 she slaughtered her own sacrifices, 

she mixed her own wine in a mixing bowl, 

and she prepared her own table; 

3 she sent out her own servants, 

summoning with a loud announcement concerning a feast, saying, 

4 “Whoever is foolish, let him turn to me!” 

And to those lacking understanding she said, 

5 “Come! Eat of my bread, 

and drink wine that I have mixed for you. 

6 Abandon folly, that you may reign for eternity, 

and seek insight and erect insight with knowledge.” 

Observations

7 The one who disciplines evil persons will receive dishonor for himself; 

and the one who reproves the ungodly will blame himself. 

8 Do not reprove evil persons, in case they hate you; 

reprove a wise person, and he will love you. 

9 Give the wise an opportunity to learn, and he will be wiser; 

make known to the righteous, and he will continue to receive. 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 

and the counsel of the holy is insight; 

for to know the law is to be of a good mind. 

11 For in this manner you will live a long time, 

and years of your life will be added to you. 

12 Son, if you would become wise for yourself, you will be wise also for those nearby; 

but if you would prove to be evil, you will endure evil things alone. 

12a The one who focuses on lies, this one shepherds the winds, 

and he will chase flying birds; 

12b for he has abandoned the ways of his own vineyard, 

and he has been misled at the axles of his own farming; 

12c and he goes through a waterless desert 

and a land consigned to thirst, 

and he gathers fruitlessness with his hands. 

The Allure of the Foolish Woman

13 A foolish and insolent woman becomes in want of a morsel, 

she who knows no shame; 

14 she sits by the doors of her own house upon a seat 

in plain view in the streets, 15 inviting those who are passing by 

and those going straight on their ways: 

16 “Let him who is most foolish of you turn to me; 

and I exhort those lacking insight, saying, 

17 ‘Seize secret bread with pleasure, 

and sweet water of theft!’ ” 

18 But he is unaware that shades meet their death by her, 

and he is encountering a perch of Hades. 

18a But hurry off, do not tarry in the place, 

and do not fix your eye toward her, 

for thus you may cross strange water; 

18b keep yourself also far from foreign water, 

and do not drink from another’s spring, 

18c so that you may live a long time, 

and years of life may be added to you. 




The Righteous and the Ungodly

10 A wise son brings gladness to a father, 

but a foolish son pain to the mother. 

2 Storehouses will not benefit the lawless, 

but righteousness will rescue from death. 

3 The Lord will not let a righteous soul starve, 

but the life of the ungodly he will overthrow. 

4 Poverty makes a man humble, 

but the hands of the diligent enrich. 

4a A son who has been trained will be wise, 

and he will use the foolish as a servant. 

5 An intelligent son is saved from heat, 

but a lawless son is blasted by the wind at harvest. 

6 A blessing from the Lord is upon the head of the righteous, 

but the mouth of the ungodly will cover with untimely grief. 

7 The memory of the righteous is among common folk, 

but the name of the ungodly is quenched. 

8 The wise of heart will accept commands, 

but the unguarded of lips, since he is crooked, will be overthrown. 

9 The one who walks in integrity walks confidently, 

but the one who perverts his ways shall be known. 

10 The one who signals with his eyes with deceit gathers pain for men, 

but the one who reproves with confidence makes peace. 

11 A spring of life is in the hand of the righteous, 

but destruction will cover the mouth of the ungodly. 

12 Hatred awakens strife, 

but affection covers all those who are not contentious; 

13 it beats a foolish man with a rod. 

14 The wise will hide perception, 

but the mouth of the hasty brings crushing. 

15 The possession of the rich is a strong city, 

but poverty is the crushing of the ungodly. 

16 The deeds of the righteous produce life, 

but the fruit of the ungodly produces sins. 

17 Discipline guards the ways of righteous life, 

but unchastened discipline goes astray. 

18 Righteous lips cover enmity, 

but those who utter slander are most foolish. 

19 By an abundance of words you will not escape sin, 

but when you restrain your lips, you will be intelligent. 

20 The tongue of the righteous is purged silver, 

but the heart of the ungodly will come to an end. 

21 The lips of the righteous know lofty things, 

but the foolish die in want. 

22 A blessing from the Lord is on the head of the righteous; 

this makes him rich, and no heartache is added to it. 

23 With laughter a foolish person accomplishes evil, 

but a man’s wisdom brings forth insight. 

24 The ungodly is blown about in destruction, 

but the desire of the righteous is acceptable. 

25 When the storm passes by, the ungodly is removed, 

but the righteous turns aside and is saved for eternity. 

26 Just as an unripe grape is harmful to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, 

so is law-breaking to those who practice it. 

27 The fear of the Lord adds days, 

but the years of the ungodly will grow few. 

28 Merriment continues for the righteous, 

but the hope of the ungodly will be destroyed. 

29 The fear of the Lord is a stronghold of the pious, 

but a crushing for those who work at evil. 

30 The righteous will not give in forever, 

but the ungodly will not inhabit the land. 

31 The mouth of the righteous drips wisdom, 

but the tongue of the unrighteous will perish utterly. 

32 The lips of righteous men drip gracious things, 

but the mouth of the ungodly turns back. 




11 Deceitful scales are an abomination before the Lord, 

but a righteous weight is acceptable to him. 

2 Wherever insolence may enter, there also dishonor will be, 

but the mouth of the humble meditates on wisdom. 

3 When a righteous person dies, he leaves regret, 

but destruction of the ungodly is quick and a cause for joy. 

5 Righteousness cuts blameless ways straight, 

but ungodliness falls in with unrighteousness. 

6 The righteousness of upright men rescues them, 

but the lawless are caught by their destruction. 

7 When a righteous man dies, hope is not destroyed, 

but the boast of the ungodly is destroyed. 

8 The righteous escapes from the hunt, 

but in his place the ungodly is given over. 

9 In the mouth of the ungodly is a trap for citizens, 

but the perception of the righteous is prosperous. 

10 By the good deeds of the righteous, a city goes the right way; 

11 but by the mouths of the ungodly, it is destroyed. 

12 The one who lacks understanding mocks neighbors, 

but a wise man remains quiet. 

13 The double-tongued man reveals counsels in an assembly, 

but the faithful in spirit hides a matter. 

14 Those who have no direction fall like a leaf, 

but there is deliverance in much counsel. 

15 The wicked does evil when he meets a righteous person, 

and he hates the sound of security. 

16 A gracious woman raises glory for a man, 

but a woman who hates righteous things is a throne of dishonor. 

Sluggards become deficient in wealth, 

but the virtuous support themselves with wealth. 

17 A merciful man does good to his soul, 

but the merciless destroys his body completely. 

18 The ungodly performs unjust deeds, 

but the seed of the righteous is a reward of truth. 

19 A righteous son is born for life, 

but the pursuit of the ungodly unto death. 

20 Twisted ways are an abomination to the Lord, 

but all who are blameless in their ways are acceptable to him. 

21 One who puts hand to hands wrongfully shall not go unpunished, 

but the one who sows righteousness will receive reliable wages. 

22 Like an earring in the nose of a pig, 

so is beauty in an evil-minded woman. 

23 The desire of the righteous is completely good, 

but the hope of the ungodly will perish. 

24 There are those who by sowing their own, produce much; 

there are also those who when they gather, receive less. 

25 Every sincere soul is blessed, 

but an angry man is not respectable. 

26 May he who hoards grain leave it for the nations, 

but a blessing is upon the head of him who shares. 

27 One who devises good seeks good favor, 

but, as for one who seeks out evil, evil will take hold of him. 

28 The one who trusts in wealth, this one will fall, 

but the one who takes hold of the righteous, this one will rise up. 

29 He who does not deal graciously with his own house will inherit wind, 

and a foolish person will serve the wise. 

30 From the fruit of righteousness grows a tree of life, 

but souls of the lawbreakers are removed before their time. 

31 If indeed the righteous is scarcely saved, 

where will the ungodly and sinful appear? 




12 The one who loves instruction loves perception, 

but the one who hates reproofs is foolish. 

2 Better is one who finds favor with the Lord, 

but a lawbreaker will be ignored. 

3 A person will not prosper by what is lawless, 

but the roots of the righteous will not be removed. 

4 A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband, 

but, like a worm in a tree, so an evil wife destroys her husband. 

5 The reasonings of the righteous are judgments, 

but the ungodly devise treacheries. 

6 The words of the ungodly are deceitful, 

but the mouth of the upright will rescue them. 

7 Wherever the ungodly turns, he is blotted out, 

but houses of the righteous endure. 

8 The mouth of the intelligent is extolled by a man, 

but a stupid person is mocked. 

9 Better is a man who serves himself in dishonor 

than one who wears honor while lacking bread. 

10 A righteous person has compassion for the life of his livestock, 

but the guts of the ungodly are merciless. 

11 The one who works his own land will be filled with bread, 

but those who pursue pointless things lack understanding. 

11a The one who is happy with wines in pastimes 

will leave behind dishonor in his own fortresses. 

12 The desires of the ungodly are evil, 

but the roots of the pious are in fortresses. 

13 By the sin of his lips the sinful falls into traps, 

but the righteous escapes from them. 

13a The one who sees smooth things will be shown mercy, 

but the one who confronts in the gates will afflict souls. 

14 From the fruits of the mouth, the soul of a man will be filled with good things, 

and the reward of his lips will be given to him. 

15 The ways of the foolish are upright before them, 

but a wise person listens to advice. 

16 A foolish person immediately makes his anger known, 

but a prudent person hides his own dishonor. 

17 A righteous person reports with demonstrable faithfulness, 

but the witness of the unjust is deceitful. 

18 There are those who wound as they talk like swords, 

but the tongues of the wise bring healing. 

19 Truthful lips establish testimony, 

but a hasty witness has an unrighteous tongue. 

20 Deceit is in the heart of one who devises evil, 

but those who intend peace will rejoice. 

21 Nothing unrighteous will please the righteous, 

but the ungodly will be filled with evil. 

22 False lips are an abomination to the Lord, 

but the one who makes faithfulness is acceptable before him. 

23 An intelligent man is a seat of perception, 

but the heart of the foolish will meet with curses. 

24 The hand of the chosen will be unflinchingly strong, 

but the deceitful will become plunder. 

25 Dreadful news stirs up a righteous man’s heart, 

but a good message brings gladness to it. 

26 A righteous arbiter will be his own friend, 

evil things will pursue sinners, 

and the way of the ungodly will mislead them. 

27 One who is deceptive will not catch the prey, 

but a pure man is a precious commodity. 

28 Life is in the ways of righteousness, 

but the ways of the vengeful tend toward death. 




The Wise and the Fool

13 A prudent son is obedient to his father, 

but a heedless son is in destruction. 

2 A good person will eat from the fruits of righteousness, 

but the souls of the lawbreakers will be destroyed prematurely. 

3 One who guards his own mouth keeps his own soul, 

but the one who is hasty with his lips will terrify himself. 

4 Every idle person is in desires, 

but the hands of the virtuous are in diligence. 

5 A righteous person hates an unrighteous word, 

and the ungodly is ashamed and does not have boldness. 

7 There are those who enrich themselves though they have nothing, 

and there are those who humble themselves with much wealth. 

8 One’s own wealth is the ransom of a man’s life, 

but the needy endures no threat. 

9 There is always light for the righteous, 

but the light of the ungodly is quenched. 

9a Deceitful souls wander in sins, 

but the righteous have compassion and show mercy. 

10 Evil with insolence achieves evil things, 

but those who judge themselves are wise. 

11 Property obtained quickly by lawlessness diminishes, 

but he who collects for himself with piety will be increased; 

a righteous person has compassion and lends. 

12 Better is he that begins helping with the heart 

than the one who promises and leads unto expectation, 

for a good desire is a tree of life. 

13 Whoever despises a deed will be despised by it, 

but the one who respects a command, such a one is healthy. 

13a Nothing will be good for a deceitful son, 

but for a wise servant deeds will be prosperous, 

and his way will be guided. 

14 The law of the wise is a spring of life, 

but the senseless person will die by a trap. 

15 Good insight gives favor, 

and knowledge of the law is from a good mind, 

but the ways of scorners lead to destruction. 

16 Every prudent person operates with knowledge, 

but the foolish spreads out his own wickedness. 

17 A rash king will fall into evil things, 

but a wise messenger will rescue him. 

18 Discipline removes poverty and dishonor, 

but the one who keeps reproofs will be honored. 

19 The desires of the pious gladden the soul, 

but the deeds of the ungodly are far from knowledge. 

20 By keeping company with the wise, you shall be wise, 

but the one who keeps company with the foolish shall be known. 

21 Evil things will closely pursue sinners, 

but good things will overtake the righteous. 

22 A good man will inherit grandchildren,a 

but the wealth of the ungodly is stored up for the righteous. 

23 The righteous will spend many years in wealth, 

but the unrighteous will be destroyed suddenly. 

24 Whoever restrains the staff hates his son, 

but the one who loves disciplines carefully. 

25 A righteous person satisfies his soul when he eats, 

but the souls of the ungodly are in want. 




14 Wise women build houses, 

but the foolish destroys with her hands. 

2 The one who proceeds rightly fears the Lord, 

but the crooked will be dishonored by his ways. 

3 Out of the mouth of the foolish comes a staff of insolence, 

but the lips of the wise guard them. 

4 Where there is no ox, mangers are clean, 

but where there is much produce, the strength of an ox is evident. 

5 A trustworthy witness does not lie, 

but an unjust witness kindles false things. 

6 You shall seek wisdom from among what is bad, and you will not find it, 

but perception is easy to find among the prudent. 

7 Everything is contrary to a foolish man, 

but wise lips are weapons of perception. 

8 The wisdom of the prudent will pay attention to their ways, 

but folly of the foolish is in deception. 

9 The houses of the lawbreaker require purification, 

but the houses of the righteous are acceptable. 

10 The heart of a man is sensitive; his soul is sad; 

but when he rejoices, he does not mingle with insolence. 

11 The buildings of the ungodly will be obliterated, 

but tents of those who are upright will be established. 

12 There is a way that appears to be upright to humans, 

but its ends come into the depths of Hades. 

13 Pain does not mingle with merriment, 

and ultimately joy comes into grief. 

14 The bold of heart will be filled with his own ways, 

and a good man will be filled with his thoughts. 

15 The naive believes every word, 

but a prudent person comes into repentance. 

16 The wise, frightened, turned away from evil, 

but the foolish trusts himself so mixes with the lawless. 

17 The quick-tempered person acts with thoughtlessness, 

but a wise man endures much. 

18 The foolish divide wickedness among themselves, 

but the prudent seize perception. 

19 Evil people will slip and fall before good people, 

and ungodly people will serve at the door of the righteous. 

20 Friends will hate poor friends, 

but the friends of the rich are many. 

21 One who dishonors poor people sins, 

but one who shows mercy toward the needy is most blessed. 

22 Those who lead astray devise evil, 

but the good devise mercy and truth. 

Craftsmen of evil know no mercy and faithfulness, 

but mercies and faithful deeds are found with good craftsmen. 

23 With everyone who is careful there is surplus, 

but the pleasure-seeker and unfeeling shall be in want. 

24 A prudent person is a crown of the wise, 

but the pastime of the foolish is evil. 

25 A trustworthy witness will rescue the soul out from evil things, 

but one who is deceptive kindles false things. 

26 In the fear of the Lord there is hope of strength, 

and he leaves support for his children. 

27 The ordinance of the Lord is a spring of life, 

and it makes one turn from a trap of death. 

28 A king’s glory is in a great nation, 

and the crushing of a ruler is in the failing of a people. 

29 A patient man has much insight, 

but the fainthearted are mighty foolish. 

30 A meek man is a healer of the heart, 

but a sensitive heart is a moth of the bones. 

31 The one who cheats the needy provokes the one who made him, 

but the one who honors him shows mercy to the poor. 

32 By his evil the ungodly is thrust away, 

but by his own piety the one who trusts is righteous. 

33 Wisdom is in the good heart of a man, 

but in the heart of the foolish it is not discernible. 

34 Righteousness exalts a nation, 

but sins diminish tribes. 

35 An intelligent servant is acceptable to a king, 

and by his own versatility he removes dishonor. 




15 Anger destroys even the prudent, 

but a submissive reply turns back wrath, 

and painful news stirs up anger. 

2 The tongue of the wise is capable of good, 

but the mouth of the foolish announces evil. 

3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place; 

they watch both the evil and the good closely. 

4 The tongue’s healing is a tree of life, 

and the one who preserves it will be filled with spirit. 

5 A foolish person scorns the instruction of a father, 

but the one who keeps commands is more prudent. 

6 Much strength lies in abundant righteousness, 

but the ungodly will be destroyed, root and all, from the earth. 

Much strength lies in the houses of the righteous, 

but the fruit of the ungodly will perish. 

7 The lips of the wise bind themselves to perception, 

but the hearts of the foolish are not safeguarded. 

8 The sacrifices of the ungodly are an abomination to the Lord, 

but prayers of the upright are acceptable before him. 

9 The ways of the ungodly are an abomination to the Lord, 

but he loves those who pursue righteousness. 

10 The discipline of the naive is made known by passers-by, 

but those who hate reproofs die shamefully. 

11 Hades and destruction are evident to the Lord— 

how much more the hearts of humans! 

12 A foolish person will not love those who reprove him, 

and he will not keep company with the wise. 

13 When a heart is glad, the face thrives, 

but when it is in sorrows, it appears sad. 

14 An upright heart seeks perception, 

but the mouth of the ignorant knows evil things. 

15 All the time the eyes of the evil welcome evil things, 

but the good will always be quiet. 

16 Better is a small portion with the fear of the Lord 

than big storehouses with fearlessness. 

17 Better is hospitality with vegetables, with love and grace, 

than provisions of calves with enmity. 

18 An angry man prepares for fights, 

but a patient person pacifies the coming fight. 

18a A patient man will quell disputes, 

but the ungodly raises more. 

19 The ways of the idle are spread with thorns, 

but those of the virtuous are worn smooth. 

20 A wise son gladdens a father, 

but a foolish son scorns his mother. 

21 The paths of the unintelligent lack understanding, 

but a wise man proceeds straight ahead. 

22 Those who do not honor the assembly postpone deliberation, 

but counsel dwells in the hearts of those who deliberate; 

23 the evil person will never listen to it, 

and he will never say something appropriate and good for the community. 

24 The thoughts of the intelligent are the ways of life, 

that he might turn away and be saved from Hades. 

25 The Lord pulls down the houses of the haughty, 

but he establishes the boundary of a widow. 

26 Unrighteous reasoning is an abomination to the Lord, 

but the words of the pure are solemn. 

27 The receiver of bribes utterly destroys himself, 

but the one who hates receiving of gifts is saved. 

aBy acts of mercy and faithfulness sins are cleansed, 

and by the fear of the Lord everyone turns from evil. 

28 The hearts of the righteous meditate on faithfulness, 

but the mouth of the ungodly responds with evil things. 

bThe ways of the righteous are acceptable before the Lord, 

and by them even enemies become friends. 

29 God is far from the ungodly, 

but he hears the prayers of the righteous. 

cReceiving a bit with righteousness is better 

than much produce with unrighteousness. 




16 dA man’s heart considers what is righteous, 

that his steps may be made straight by God. 

2 eThe eye that gazes at what is good gladdens the heart, 

and good news nourishes the bones. 

3 fWhoever pushes away instruction hates himself, 

but the one who holds to reproofs loves his soul. 

4 Fear of God is discipline and wisdom, 

and the beginning of glory will answer to her. 

5 gAll the deeds of the humble are evident before God, 

but the ungodly will perish in an evil day. 

6 hEvery proudhearted person is impure before God, 

and one who puts hands to hand wrongfully will not be regarded innocent. 

7 aDoing righteous things is the start of a good way, 

and they are more acceptable before God than slaughtering a sacrifice. 

8 The one who seeks the Lord will find knowledge with righteousness, 

and those who seek him rightly will find peace. 

9 bAll the works of the Lord are with righteousness, 

but the ungodly is preserved for an evil day. 

10 An oracle is upon a king’s lips, 

and in judgment his mouth will never be misled. 

11 The balance of a scale is righteousness before the Lord, 

and his deeds are righteous weights. 

12 The one who does evil things is an abomination to a king, 

for the throne of ruling is prepared with righteousness. 

13 Righteous lips are acceptable to a king, 

and he loves upright words. 

14 The wrath of a king is a messenger of death, 

and a wise man will propitiate him. 

15 A king’s son is in the light of life, 

and those acceptable to him are like a late cloud. 

16 Nests of wisdom are more preferable than gold, 

and nests of insight are more preferable than silver. 

17 The paths of life turn aside from evil things, 

and the ways of righteousness are length of life. 

The one who receives instruction shall be in what is good, 

and the one who keeps reproofs will be made wise. 

Whoever keeps his own ways guards his own soul, 

and the one who loves his life will restrain his mouth. 

18 Insolence goes before ruin, 

and malice before a fall. 

19 Better is a meek person with humility 

than one who apportions booty with the haughty. 

20 One intelligent in business is a discoverer of good things, 

and one who trusts God is most blessed. 

21 They call the wise and intelligent worthless, 

and those who are sweet in word will be listened to more. 

22 Insight is a spring of life for those who acquire it, 

but the discipline of the foolish is evil. 

23 The heart of the wise will perceive what is from his own mouth, 

and upon his lips he will carry prudence. 

24 Good words are a honeycomb, 

and its sweetness is healing for the soul. 

25 There are ways that seem upright to a man; 

however, their ends look into the depth of Hades. 

26 A man by toil works for himself 

and expels destruction from himself; 

however, the crooked carries destruction in his own mouth. 

27 A foolish man digs up evil things for himself, 

and upon his own lips he treasures fire. 

28 A crooked man spreads evil— 

and he will kindle a lantern of deceit for the evil—and 

separates friends. 

29 A lawbreaker brings suit against friends 

and leads them along ways that are not good. 

30 One who fixes his eyes will consider twisted things, 

and he marks out all kinds of evil things with his lips; 

such a one is a furnace of wickedness. 

31 Old age is a crown of honor, 

but it is found in the ways of righteousness. 

32 Better a patient man than strong, 

and the one who is powerful over anger is better than one who captures a city. 

33 Everything comes upon the unjust into their laps, 

but all righteous things are before the Lord. 




17 Better a morsel with enjoyment in peace 

than a house of many good things and unrighteous offerings with fighting. 

2 An intelligent servant will overpower foolish masters, 

and he will divide portions among brothers. 

3 Just as silver and gold are tested in a furnace, 

so hearts are chosen by the Lord. 

4 An evil person listens to the tongue of the lawless, 

but the righteous pays no attention to false lips. 

5 One who laughs at a needy person provokes the one who made him, 

and the one who rejoices over one who is perishing will not be regarded innocent; 

but the one who shows compassion will be shown mercy. 

6 Grandchildrena are the crown of the elderly, 

and the pride of children is their fathers. 

6a A whole world of riches belongs to the trustworthy, 

but not an obol belongs to the unfaithful. 

7 Trustworthy lips are not suitable for a foolish person, 

nor are false lips suitable for a righteous person. 

8 Discipline is the wages of grace for those who make use of it, 

and wherever it turns, it will be successful. 

9 One who hides unrighteous acts seeks love, 

but one who hates hiding them separates friends and near kin. 

10 A threat crushes the heart of the prudent, 

but when a foolish person is whipped, he does not comprehend. 

11 Every evil person awakens controversies, 

and the Lord will send out a merciless messenger to him. 

12 Care will befall an intelligent man, 

but the foolish devise evil. 

13 One who renders evil instead of good things, 

evil things will not be removed from his house. 

14 Government by righteousness gives authority to words, 

but sedition and strife precede poverty. 

15 One who determines that the unjust person is righteous and the righteous person is unjust 

is unclean and disgusting before God. 

16 Why does wealth exist for a fool? 

For a foolish person is unable to acquire wisdom. 

aOne who makes his own house high is looking for ruin, 

band the one who turns aside from learning will fall into evil. 

17 May there be a friend for you at all times, 

and may brothers be useful in hardships, 

for they were born on account of this. 

18 A foolish man claps and rejoices inwardly, 

as also the one who secures surety for his own friends. 

19 One who loves sin rejoices in quarrels, 

20 and the hard-hearted does not encounter what is good. 

A man fickle in tongue will fall into evil, 

21 and the heart of a fool is grief to its owner. 

A father does not rejoice about an ignorant son, 

but a prudent son gladdens his mother. 

22 A heart that is glad puts one in good condition, 

but the bones of a man of sorrow dry up. 

23 The ways of one who receives a gift in his lap wrongfully do not bring prosperity, 

and the ungodly turns aside the ways of righteousness. 

24 The face of the wise man is intelligent, 

but the eyes of a fool are upon the ends of the earth. 

25 A foolish son is a cause of anger to his father, 

and grief to her who brought him forth. 

26 To punish a righteous man is not good, 

nor is it pure to plot against righteous rulers. 

27 One who shrinks from a harsh word is intelligent, 

and a prudent man is patient. 

28 When an unintelligent person inquires after wisdom, it will be reckoned as wisdom, 

and someone who makes himself speechless will appear prudent. 




18 A man who wishes to separate from friends looks for excuses, 

and he will be reproached at every time. 

2 One lacking understanding has no need of wisdom, 

for rather he is led by folly. 

3 When the ungodly comes into a depth of evils, he shows contempt, 

and dishonor and reproach comes upon him. 

4 A word in the heart of a man is deep water, 

and a river and a spring of life springs up. 

5 To have respect for the face of the ungodly is not good, 

nor is it pure to turn aside righteousness in judgment. 

6 The lips of a fool lead him into evil, 

and his rash mouth calls for death. 

7 The mouth of a fool is ruin for him, 

and his lips are a trap for his soul. 

8 Fear overthrows sluggards, 

and souls of effeminate persons will go hungry. 

9 The one who does not heal him by his works 

is a brother of the one who mistreats himself. 

10 The name of the Lord is of greatness of strength, 

and when the righteous run to it, they are lifted high. 

11 The property of a rich man is a strong city, 

and its glory casts a great shadow. 

12 Before ruin, a man’s heart is lifted high, 

and before glory, it is humbled. 

13 One who answers a word before listening, 

for him it is folly and reproach. 

14 A prudent attendant soothes the wrath of a man, 

but who will endure a discouraged man? 

15 The heart of the prudent acquires perception, 

and the ears of the wise seek insight. 

16 A person’s gift enlarges him 

and seats him before rulers. 

17 A righteous person is his own accuser in his introduction, 

but he is reproved when the opponent takes his turn. 

18 A silent person stops arguments, 

and he delineates among the powerful. 

19 A brother helped by a brother is like a fortified and high city 

and is strong as a founded palace. 

20 From the fruits of the mouth a man fills his belly, 

and from the fruits of his lips he will be filled. 

21 Death and life are in the hand of the tongue, 

and those who grasp it will eat its fruit. 

22 One who has found a good woman has found grace 

and has received cheerfulness from God. 

22a One who puts away a good woman puts away good things, 

and the one who holds on to an adulteress is foolish and ungodly. 

23 aThe folly of a man ruins his ways, 

and he blames God in his heart. 




On Life and Conduct

19 Wealth adds many friends, 

but the poor one is abandoned even by the friend that he has. 

2 A false witness will not go unpunished, 

and the one who accuses wrongfully will not escape. 

3 Many attend to the faces of kings, 

but every evil person becomes a disgrace to a man. 

4 Anyone who hates a needy brother will also be far from affection; 

good insight will approach those who know it, 

and a prudent man will find it. 

The one who does many evil things brings evil to its full, 

and the one who quarrels with words will not be saved. 

5  The one who acquires insight loves himself, 

and the one who guards insight will find good things. 

6 A false witness will not go unpunished, 

and whoever kindles wickedness will be destroyed by it. 

7 Luxury is unprofitable for a fool, 

also whenever a servant begins to wield power with insolence. 

8 A merciful man is patient, 

and his boast overcomes lawbreakers. 

9 A king’s threat is like the roaring of a lion, 

and like dew upon grass so is his cheerfulness. 

10 A foolish son is a shame to a father; 

prayers from the pay of a prostitute are not pure. 

11 Fathers divide house and property among their children, 

but a woman is adapted to a husband by God. 

12 Cowardice detains an effeminate person, 

and the soul of an idle person will go hungry. 

13  The one who keeps a command guards his own soul, 

but the one who despises his own ways will perish. 

14 The one who shows mercy to the poor lends to God, 

and it will be given back to him according to his gift. 

15 Discipline your son, for in this way he will be hopeful; 

and do not be raised to insolence in your soul. 

16 A evil-minded man will be punished, 

and if he commits injury, he will even add his soul. 

A Father’s Discipline

17 Listen, son, to your father’s discipline, 

so that you may become wise during your last times. 

18 Many thoughts are in the heart of a man, 

but the counsel of the Lord endures for eternity. 

19 Mercy is fruit to a man, 

and better a righteous poor person than a rich liar. 

20 The fear of the Lord leads to life for a man, 

but the fearless will lodge in places where knowledge is not examined. 

21 The one who hides his hands in his lap wrongfully 

also will never bring them to his mouth. 

22 When a pest is whipped, a fool becomes more prudent; 

and if you reprove a prudent man, he will perceive knowledge. 

23  The one who dishonors his father and who drives his mother away 

will be shamed and will be reproached. 

24 A son who abandons keeping his father’s discipline 

will meditate on evil words. 

25 The one who gives surety for a foolish child despises a duty, 

and the mouth of the ungodly will swallow up justice. 

26 Whips are readied for the undisciplined, 

and punishments likewise to the foolish. 




20 Wine is undisciplined, and strong drink is insolent, 

and every fool is entangled with such as these. 

2 A threat of a king does not differ from the wrath of a lion, 

and the one who provokes him sins against his own life. 

3 To turn away from reproaches is glory for a man, 

but every fool is entangled with such as these. 

4 When reproached, a sluggard is not shamed, 

and so is one who borrows grain in harvest. 

5 Counsel in the heart of a man is deep water, 

but a prudent man will draw it out. 

6 Humanity is something great, and a man is something precious, 

but finding a trustworthy man is hard work. 

7 The one who conducts himself blameless in righteousness 

will leave his children happy. 

8 When a righteous king sits upon a throne, 

he opposes no wicked thing with his eyes. 

9 Who will boast claiming to have a holy heart? 

Or who will speak boldly claiming to be clean from sins? 

10 aOne who speaks evil of father or mother will extinguish a lantern, 

and the pupils of his eyes will see darkness. 

11 A portion that is hurried at the outset 

at the end will not be blessed. 

12 Do not say, “I will avenge myself against an enemy.” 

But wait for the Lord, so that he may help you. 

13 bA great and small weight, and double standards, 

are both impure before the Lord, 

14 and one who makes them will be shackled in his pursuits; 

a youth with a pious person, his way also will be straight. 

15 An ear listens, and an eye sees; 

both are deeds of the Lord. 

16 Do not be fond of contrary speaking, lest you be taken away; 

open your eyes and be filled with bread. 

17 cA double weight is an abomination to the Lord, 

and a deceitful scale is not good before him. 

18  The steps for a man are directed from the Lord, 

so how could a mortal perceive his ways? 

19 It is a trap for a man quickly to dedicate something of his own, 

for after praying, a change of mind takes place. 

20 A wise king is a winnower of the ungodly, 

and he will impose a wheel upon them. 

21 The light of the Lord is the breath of humans, 

who seeks the chambers of the belly. 

22 Mercy and truth are a guard to a king, 

and they will surround his throne with righteousness. 

23 Wisdom is the ornament for young men, 

and the glory of elders is gray hairs. 

24 Black eyes and fractures befall evil people, 

and blows enter into chambers of the belly. 




21 As a torrent of water, so is the heart of a king in the hand of God; 

wherever he wants to incline it, there he pours it out. 

2 Every man appears righteous to himself, 

but the Lord guides hearts. 

3 To do righteousness and to speak truth are pleasing before God 

more than the blood of sacrifices. 

4 The bold of heart is haughty in insolence, 

and sin is the lantern of the ungodly. 

6 The one who produces treasures with a false tongue 

pursues pointless things into the traps of death. 

7 Destruction will be entertained by the ungodly, 

for they prefer not to do righteous things. 

8 To the crooked, God sends crooked ways, 

for holy and upright are his deeds. 

9 It is better to live in an open corner 

than in rooms plastered with injustice and in a shared house. 

10 The soul of the ungodly will not be shown mercy by any people. 

11 When the undisciplined is punished, the evil person becomes more prudent; 

but when the wise understands, he will receive knowledge. 

12 The righteous understands the heart of the ungodly 

and despises the ungodly in evil deeds. 

13 The one who closes the ear to not hear the weak 

will also call out, and there will be no one listening. 

14 A covert gift overturns anger, 

and one who is sparing with gifts awakens fierce wrath. 

15 The gladness of the righteous does judgment, 

but that which is pure is unclean to evildoers. 

16 A man who is misled from the way of righteousness 

will sleep in the congregation of the giants. 

17 A poor man loves gladness, 

being fond of wine and olive oil in abundance; 

18 but the lawless is the ransom of the righteous. 

19 It is better to live in the desert 

than with a talkative, quarrelsome, wrathful woman. 

20 A desirable storehouse will rest upon the mouth of the wise, 

but foolish men will swallow it up. 

21 The way of righteousness and mercy will find life and glory. 

22 The wise entered strong cities 

and broke down the stronghold upon which the ungodly had relied. 

23 The one who guards his mouth and tongue 

preserves his life from distress. 

24 The rash and stubborn and pretentious is called a pest, 

and the one who bears a grudge is a lawbreaker. 

25 Desires kill the sluggard, 

for his hands prefer not to do anything. 

26 The ungodly desires evil desires all the day long, 

but the righteous shows mercy and compassion lavishly. 

27 The sacrifices of the ungodly are an abomination to the Lord, 

for they even present them unlawfully. 

28 A false witness will perish, 

but an obedient man will speak guardedly. 

29 The ungodly man shamelessly resists with his face; 

as for the upright, he understands his ways. 

30 There is no wisdom, there is no courage, 

there is no counsel with regard to the ungodly. 

31 A horse is prepared for a day of battle, 

but help comes from the Lord. 




22 A good name is preferable to much wealth, 

and good favor is above silver and gold. 

2 The rich and needy have met each other, 

and the Lord made both. 

3 When a prudent person sees the wicked punished, 

he is disciplined powerfully; 

but when fools pass by, they suffer loss. 

4 The fear of the Lord is a descendant of wisdom 

and wealth and glory and life. 

5 Thistles and snares are in crooked ways, 

but the one who guards his own soul will stay away from them. 

7 The rich rule over the poor, 

and servants will lend to their own masters. 

8 The one who sows what is worthless will reap evil things, 

and he will achieve a beating for his deeds. 

8a God blesses a cheerful and giving man, 

and he will achieve futility for his deeds. 

9 The one who shows mercy to the needy will be sustained, 

for he has given some of his own bread to the poor. 

9a The one who gives a gift procures victory and honor; 

however, it removes the soul of those who acquire it. 

10 Expel the pest from the assembly, and strife will also depart from it; 

for when he sits in the assembly, he dishonors everyone. 

11 The Lord loves holy hearts, 

and acceptable to him are all who are blameless; 

a king shepherds with his lips. 

12 But the eyes of the Lord preserve perception, 

but the lawbreaker despises words. 

13 The sluggard makes excuses and says, 

“A lion is in the ways, and murderers are in the streets.” 

14 The mouth of the lawbreaker is a deep pit, 

and the one hated by the Lord will fall into it. 

14a There are evil ways before a man, 

and he does not love to turn back from them, 

but it is necessary to turn back from a crooked and evil way. 

15 Folly clings to the heart of the young, 

but a rod and discipline are far from him. 

16 The one who slanders the poor makes his own things many, 

but he gives to the rich unto less. 

Words of the Wise

17 Incline your ear to words of the wise and listen to my word, 

and place your heart so that you may know that they are good. 

18 And if you would cast them into your heart, they will bring gladness to you at once upon your lips, 

19 so that hope for you may be in the Lord, 

and he may disclose your away to you. 

20 And you also should copy them for yourself three times 

for counsel and knowledge upon the surface of your soul. 

21 Therefore, I teach you a true word and good knowledge that is good to hear, 

to answer with words of truth those who accuse you. 

22 Do not treat the needy with violence, 

because he is poor, and do not dishonor the weak in the gates; 

23 for the Lord will judge his judgment, and you will rescue your life unharmed. 

24 Do not be a friend to an angry man, 

and do not have dealings with a friend prone to anger, 

25 lest you learn from his ways and get snares for your soul. 

26 Do not give yourself as surety because you are shamed by someone’s face, 

27 for if he does not have anythingb with which he should repay, 

they will take the bed which is under your sides. 

28 Do not remove eternal boundaries, which your fathers set up. 

29 A man who is observant and keen in his deeds 

must stand before kings 

and not stand before slothful men. 




23 If you sit to dine at the table of rulers, 

carefully consider what is placed before you 2 and apply your hand, realizing that it is necessary for you to prepare such as this. 

But if you are insatiable, 3 do not long for his delicacies, 

for these belong to a false life. 

4 When poor, do not compare yourself to the rich, 

and stay remote in your insight. 

5 If you set your eye toward him, it will fall nowhere at all; 

for a wing is made for him, just as for an eagle, 

and he returns to the house of his master. 

6 Do not dine with a grudging man or long for his food; 

7 for the way one swallows a hair, 

so he eats and drinks. 

And do not bring him toward you aor eat your morsel with him, 

8 for he will vomit it and waste your fine words. 

9 Say nothing into the ears of a fool, 

lest he scoff at your intelligent words. 

10 Do not move eternal boundaries, 

and do not trespass into the property of orphans; 

11 for the mighty Lord is their redeemer, 

and he will judge their judgment against you. 

12 Give your heart to instruction, 

and prepare your ears for words of perception. 

13 Do not refrain from disciplining a child, 

because if you strike him with a rod, he will surely not die; 

14 for indeed you shall strike him with a rod, 

and you will rescue his soul from death. 

15 Son, if your heart becomes wise, 

you will gladden my heart, 

16 and your lips will converse with my lips, if they may be upright. 

17 Let your heart not be jealous of sinners, 

but be in fear of the Lord all the day long. 

18 For if you guard them, there will be offspring for you, 

and your hope will not be removed. 

19 Listen, son, and become wise, 

and prosper your heart’s insight. 

20 Do not be a wine-bibber or extend yourself for shared meals and purchases of meat; 

21 for every drunkard and whoremonger will become poor 

and will wear tatters, and every drowsy person will wear rags. 

22 Son, listen, to the father who fathered you, 

and do not act with contempt because your mother has grown old. 

24 A righteous father raises children well, 

and his soul rejoices over a wise son. 

25 May father and mother rejoice over you, 

and may the one who brought you forth be glad. 

26 Give me, son, your heart, 

and may your eyes keep my ways. 

27 For another’s house is a drilled jar, 

and another’s cistern is narrow. 

28 For this will suddenly perish, 

and every lawbreaker will be destroyed. 

29 Who has woe? Who has turmoil? Who has judgment? 

Who has nausea and gossip? 

Who has fractures for no reason? 

Who has palea eyes? 

30 Is it not those who linger over wines? 

Is it not those who hunt for where the drinking parties are? 

31 Do not be drunk with wines, but converse with righteous people, 

and converse on walks; 

for if you give your eyes into the bowls and cups, 

you will eventually walk more naked than a pestle. 

32 And finally he stretches out like one bitten by a serpent, 

and like the venom is poured into him as if by a horned serpent. 

33 When your eyes see another’s wife, 

then your mouth will say perverse things; 

34 and you will lie down just as in the heart of the sea 

and just like a helmsman in a strong swell. 

35 And you will say, “They beat me, and I was not wounded; 

and they mocked me, but I did not know it; 

when will dawn come, so that I may go and seek those with whom I will assemble?” 




24 Son, do not be jealous of evil men 

or long to be with them; 

2 for their heart meditates on false things, 

and their lips talk of troubles. 

3 With wisdom a house is built, 

and with insight it is set right; 

4 the chambersb are filled with perception 

from all precious and good wealth. 

5 Better wise than strong, 

and a man who has insight than a large farm. 

6 A battle takes place with administration, 

and help with the heart of a counselor. 

7 Wisdom and insight are good in the gates of the wise; 

the wise do not turn aside from the mouth of the Lord, 

8 but they consider in the assembly. 

Death befalls the ignorant, 

9 and the foolish die in sins. 

But uncleanness for a pestilent man cwill be stained 

10 in an evil day and in a day of affliction until he comes to an end. 

11 Rescue those being led to death, 

and saw out those who are being killed; do not hold back. 

12 But if you say, “I did not know this,” 

know that the Lord knows the heart of all; 

and the one who formed breath for all knows all, 

the one who renders to each according to his deeds. 

13 Eat honey, son, for a honeycomb is good, 

so that your throat may be sweetened. 

14 So you shall perceive wisdom for your soul, 

for if you find it, your death will be good, 

and hope will not forsake you. 

15 Do not bring the ungodly to the dwelling of the righteous 

or be deceived by filling your belly. 

16 For the righteous will fall seven times and will get up, 

but the ungodly will be weak in evil things. 

17 If your enemy falls, do not rejoice over him, 

and do not become elated by his stumbling; 

18 because the Lord will see it, and it will not please him, 

and he will turn his wrath away from him. 

19 Do not rejoice at evildoers 

or be jealous of sinners; 

20 for surely the wicked one does not get offspring, 

and the lamp of the ungodly will be extinguished. 

21 Fear God, son—and the king, 

and disobey neither of them; 

22 for they will suddenly punish the ungodly, 

and who shall know the retributions of both? 

22a aA son who keeps the word will be beyond destruction, 

and, receiving, he received it. 

22b Let no falsehood be spoken from the tongue to the king, 

and let no falsehood come out from his tongue. 

22c The tongue of the king is a sword, and not one of flesh, 

and whoever shall be given up to it will be crushed. 

22d For if his wrath is sharpened, 

it destroys humans together with sinews; 

22e and he devours the bones of humans, 

and burns them up like a flame, 

so that they are inedible for eagles’ young. 

Parental Advice to Trust God

24 Fear my words, son, 

and when you receive them, repent.b 

cThis is what the man says to those who trust in God: “And I cease.” 

25 For I am the most foolish of all humans, 

and the insight of humans is not in me. 

26 God has taught me wisdom, 

and I know the knowledge of the holy. 

27  Who has ascended into the heavens and come down? 

Who has gathered the winds in his lap? 

Who has wrapped up water in his garment? 

Who has seized the ends of the earth? 

What is his name? Or what is the name of his children? 

28 For all the words of God are tried by fire, 

and he shields those who revere him. 

29 Do not supplement his words, lest he reprove you, and you become a liar. 

30 Two things I request of you, 

do not remove your favor from me before I die: 

31 Make the futile and false word far from me; 

and do not give me wealth or poverty, 

but appoint me what is necessary and sufficient— 

32 lest because I am filled, I become a liar and say, “Who sees me?”; 

or, because I am poor, I steal and I swear by the name of God. 

33 Do not betray a servant into the hands of his master, 

lest he curse you, and you be ruined. 

34 A wicked offspring curses their father, 

and does not bless their mother. 

35 A wicked offspring judges himself righteous 

but did not wash his exit. 

36 A wicked offspring has haughty eyes, 

and with his eyelashes he exalts himself. 

37 A wicked offspring has swords for teeth 

and knives for molars, to consume 

and devour the lowly from the earth 

and their poor from humankind. 

38 aAnd I say these things to you who are wise, for you to recognize them; 

in judgment it is not fitting to have respect for a face. 

39  The one who says the ungodly is righteous 

will be accursed to peoples and hated among the nations; 

40 and those who reprove will appear to be better, 

and blessing will come to them. 

41 And they will kiss lips that answer with good words. 

42 Prepare your deeds for your departure, 

and prepare for the field 

and come after me, 

and you will build up your house. 

43 Do not be a false witness against your countryman 

or widen with your lips. 

44 Do not say, “I will treat him the way he treated me, 

and I will punish him for the wrong he did to me.” 

45 A foolish man is like a farm, 

and a person lacking understanding is like a vineyard; 

46 if you ignore him, he will lie barren 

and be completely covered with grass and become abandoned, 

and his stone fences are destroyed. 

47 Eventually I reconsidered, 

and I looked around to pick instruction. 

48 I doze a little, and I sleep a little, 

and I fold my hands across my chest a little; 

49 and if you do this, your poverty shall come advancing, 

and your need like a good runner. 

Numerical Nature Proverbs

50 aThe leech had three daughters, loved with love, 

yet these three did not satisfy her. 

And the fourth was not satisfied enough to say, “Enough.” 

51 Hades and desire of a woman 

and the netherworld and the earth not filled with water, 

and water and fire, would never say, “It is adequate.” 

52 The eye that scorns a father and dishonors an elderly mother, 

may ravens from the ravines pluck it out, 

and eagle chicks devour it. 

53 And there are three things impossible for me to understand, and I am unfamiliar with the fourth: 

54 the track of an eagle in flight, 

and the ways of a serpent upon a rock, 

and the paths of a ship traversing the sea, 

and the ways of a man in his youth. 

55 Such is the way of an adulterous woman, 

who, when she acts, cleanses herself and claims to have done nothing improper. 

56 On account of three things the earth quakes, 

and it is able not to bear the fourth: 

57 if a servant rules, 

and a fool is filled with grain, 

58 and if a maid drives out her own mistress, 

and if a hateful woman meets a good man. 

59 And four things are the smallest upon the earth, 

yet these are wiser than the wise: 

60 the ants who have no strength 

and prepare food during the summer; 

61 and the rabbits, who are not a strong nation, 

they made houses for themselves in the rocks; 

62 the locust is kingless, 

yet at one command he marches in an orderly manner; 

63 and a spotted lizard, although it steadies itself with its hands and is easily caught, 

dwells in fortresses of kings. 

64 And there are three things that prosper 

and a fourth that passes by finely: 

65 a lion cub, stronger than livestock, 

who does not turn back or cower before livestock; 

66 and a rooster, walking bold among hens; 

and a goat leading a herd; 

and a king addressing the nation. 

67 If you would let go of yourself in gladness 

and extend your hand with strife, you will be dishonored. 

68 Squeeze out milk, and there will be butter; 

and if you squeeze a nose, blood will come out; 

and if you drag out reasonings, disputes and contentions will issue forth. 

Royal Words from God

69 My words are said by God, 

a divine statement of a king whom his mother trained. 

70  What, child, will you keep? What? The words of God; 

firstborn, I am speaking to you, son. 

What, child of my belly? 

What, child of my prayers? 

71 Do not give women your wealth, 

and your mind and life to remorse. 

72 Do everything with counsel; 

drink wine with counsel. 

Rulers are prone to anger, 

but may they not drink wine, 

73 so that by drinking they do not neglect wisdom, 

and they have no power to judge what is right for the weak. 

74 Give strong drink to those in pain, 

and wine to drink for those in grief, 

75 so that they may forget their need and remember their toil no more. 

76 Open your mouth with a word of God, 

and judge everyone fairly; 

77 open your mouth and judge rightly, 

and judge for the needy and the weak. 




Hezekiah’s Collection

25 These are the instructions of Solomon of varied sort, which the friends of Hezekiah king of Judea wrote down. 

2 The glory of God hides a word, 

and the glory of a king honors matters. 

3 The heavens are high, and the earth is deep, 

and the heart of a king is unfathomable. 

4 Beat unrefined silver, 

and it will be purified completely pure; 

5 slay the ungodly from the face of a king, 

and his throne will be upright in righteousness. 

6 Do not make false pretensions before a king, 

or offer resistance in places belonging to rulers; 

7 for it is better that it is said to you, “Come up to me!” 

than to humble you in the face of a ruler. 

Speak of that which your eyes have seen. 

8 Do not fall into a fight quickly, 

lest you feel regret in the end 

when your friend reproaches you. 

9 Retreat to the rear; do not be disdainful, 

10 lest the friend reproach you, 

and your fight and enmity not depart, 

10a but it will be equal to death for you. 

Favor and affection are free things 

that you should keep for yourself, lest you become reproached, 

but guard your ways peaceably. 

11 A golden apple in a small necklace of sardius, 

so is speaking a word. 

12 A costly sardius is set in a golden earring, 

a wise word in an obedient ear. 

13 Just as in harvest a departure is helpful with respect to heat, 

so is a trustworthy messenger with respect to those who sent him out; 

for he is of use to the souls of those who employ him. 

14 Just as winds and clouds and rain are conspicuous, 

so is the boasting about a false gift. 

15 In patience there is prosperity for kings, 

and a gentle tongue crushes bones. 

16 Upon finding honey, eat what is sufficient, 

lest you be filled and vomit. 

17 Bring your foot seldom toward your own friend, 

lest he become filled with you and hate you. 

18 A club and a sword and a pointed arrow, 

so is a man who bears witness against his friend with false testimony. 

19 The way of an evil person and a foot of a lawbreaker will be destroyed in an evil day. 

20 Just as vinegar is bad for a wound, 

so misfortune that befalls the body brings grief to the heart. 

20a Like a moth on a garment and a worm in a tree, 

so a man’s pain hurts the heart. 

21 If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

if he is thirsty, give him a drink; 

22 for one who does this will heap coals of fire on his head, 

and the Lord will repay good things to you. 

23 The north wind awakens clouds, 

and a shameless face provokes the tongue. 

24 It is better to live on the corner of a house 

than in a shared building with an abusive woman. 

25 Just as cold water is agreeable to a thirsty soul, 

so is a good message from a distant land. 

26 Just as someone might stop up a spring and waste a course of water, 

so it is out of order for the righteous to fall before the ungodly. 

27 It is not good to eat much honey, 

but it is necessary to honor notable words. 

28 Just as a city is when overthrown by its walls and unfortified, 

so is a man who does nothing with counsel. 





26 Just as dew at harvest and just as rain in summer, 

so there is no honor for a fool. 

2 Just as birds and sparrows fly, 

so a pointless curse will not come upon anyone. 

3 As a whip for a horse and a goad for a donkey, 

so is a rod for a lawbreaker. 

4 Do not respond to a fool according to that person’s folly, 

lest you become like him. 

5 Rather, respond to a fool with respect to his folly, 

lest he appear wise to himself. 

6 He does a disgrace from his own ways 

who sends a word by a foolish messenger. 

7 Take away motion from legs 

and law breaking from the mouth of the foolish. 

8 One who binds a stone in a sling 

is like the one who gives a fool praise. 

9 Thorns grow in the hand of a drunkard, 

and bondage in the hand of the foolish. 

10 All the flesh of fools suffer many things, 

for their entrancement is crushed. 

11 As a dog when he comes upon his own vomit and becomes detestable, 

so is a fool who in his own wickedness returns to his own sin. 

11a There is a shame that brings on sin, 

and there is a shame that is glory and favor. 

12 I saw a man who seemed wise to himself; 

however, a fool has more hope than he has. 

13 A sluggard who is sent out on the road says, 

“A lion is on the roads!” 

14 Just as a door turns upon a hinge, 

so does a sluggard on his bed. 

15 A sluggard who has hidden his hand in his lap 

will be unable to bring it to his mouth. 

16 A sluggard appears to himself wiser 

than one who brings back a message in abundance. 

17 Like one who grasps the tail of a dog, 

so is one who champions another’s dispute. 

18 As those being healed put arguments forward to people, 

and the one who counters the argument first will be tripped up, 

19 so are all those who lie in wait for their own friends; 

and when they are seen, they say, “I did it playing.” 

20 Among many trees fire rages, 

but where there is no dissenter, fighting stops. 

21 A hearth is for charcoal and firewood for fire, 

but a pestilent man tends to disturbance of strife. 

22 Words of knaves are soft, 

and these beat in the chambers of the guts. 

23 Silver that is given with deceit is to be considered earthenware; 

smooth lips conceal a sorrowful heart. 

24 He who weeps for enemies promises everything with his lips, 

but in the heart he devises words. 

25 If your enemy begs you with a great voice, do not be persuaded; 

for seven vices are in his soul. 

26 The one who hides hatred keeps company with deceit, 

but he who is well known in the assemblies conceals his own sins. 

27 One who digs a pit for his neighbor will fall into it, 

and one who rolls a stone, rolls it upon himself. 

28 A false tongue hates truth, 

and an unguarded mouth makes confusion. 




27 Do not boast about tomorrow’s things, 

for you do not know what the next day will bring. 

2 May your neighbor and not your own mouth extol you, 

another person and not your own lips. 

3 A stone is heavy and sand is cumbersome, 

but the anger of a fool is heavier than both. 

4 Wrath is merciless and anger is sharp, 

but jealousy tolerates no one. 

5 Better are open reproofs than hidden affection. 

6 More trustworthy are wounds of a friend 

than spontaneous kisses of an enemy. 

7 A soul enjoying abundance scorns a honeycomb, 

but for a soul in need even bitter things appear sweet. 

8 Just as when a bird flies down from its own nest, 

so is a person enslaved when he is banished from his own place. 

9 The heart is delighted by ointments and wines and perfumes, 

but the soul is broken by mishaps. 

10 Do not forsake a friend of yours or a friend of your father, 

and do not enter into the house of your brother when unlucky; 

better is a friend nearby than a brother living far away. 

11 Become wise, son, so that your heart may rejoice, 

and turn disgraceful words away from you. 

12 When evils come, a prudent person hides himself, 

but fools will forge ahead and pay a penalty. 

13 Take away his garment, for he has passed; 

whoever damages what is another’s is insolent. 

14 Whoever blesses a friend in the morning with a great voice 

will seem to differ in no way from one who curses. 

15 Drops on a wintery day drive out a person from his house; 

similarly also an abusive wife drives him from his own house. 

16 The north wind is a harsh wind, 

but is called auspicious by name. 

17 Iron sharpens iron, 

and a man sharpens his comrade’s face. 

18 The one who plants a fig tree will eat its fruit, 

and the one who protects his own lord will be honored. 

19 Just as faces are not like faces, 

so neither are the minds of humans. 

20 Hades and destruction are not filled completely; 

similarly also the eyes of humans are insatiable. 

20a One who staresa is an abomination to the Lord, 

and the undisciplined lack control of the tongue. 

21 For silver there is testing, and for gold there is burning; 

but a man is tested by the mouth of those who praise him. 

21a The heart of the lawless seeks out evil, 

but the upright heart seeks knowledge. 

22 Though you dishonor a fool with whips in the middle of the assembly, 

you will never remove his folly. 

Agricultural Proverbs

23 You shall know the souls of your flock clearly 

and set your heart on your herd, 

24 because a man’s strength and power are not for eternity, 

and they do not transfer from generation to generation. 

25 Care for the greenery in the plain, and you will cut grass 

and gather provender from the mountainous lands, 26 so that you may have sheep for clothing; 

value the plain, so that lambs may belong to you. 

27 Son, from me you have mighty words for your life 

and for the life of your attendants. 




Antithetical Proverbs

28 An ungodly person flees when no one is pursuing, 

but a righteous person has confidence like a lion. 

2 By the sins of the ungodly disputes are stirred up, 

but a prudent man will quell them. 

3 One who is valiant in ungodly deeds slanders the needy. 

Just as rain is fierce and unprofitable, 

4 similarly those who forsake the law praise ungodliness; 

but those who love the law erect a wall around themselves. 

5 Evil men will not understand judgment, 

but those who seek the Lord have insight concerning everything. 

6 Better to be a needy person who conducts himself in truth 

than a rich person who is untrue. 

7 An intelligent son watches over the law, 

but the one who shepherds wastefulness dishonors a father. 

8 The one who multiplies his wealth by means of usury and unjust gains 

collects it for the one who shows mercy toward the needy. 

9 The one who turns his ear away from listening to the law, 

even he has made his prayer abhorrent. 

10 The one who misleads the upright into an evil way 

will himself fall into destruction, 

but the lawless pass through good things 

and do not enter into them. 

11 A rich man is wise according to himself, 

but an intelligent needy person will see through him. 

12 Much glory comes from helping the righteous, 

but in the places of the ungodly people are snared. 

13 The one who covers up his own ungodliness will not prosper, 

but the one who explains reproofs will be loved. 

14 Happy is the man who trembles before all in reverence, 

but the hard-hearted will fall into evil things. 

15 A hungry lion and a thirsty wolf, 

so is he who rules over the needy when he is poor. 

16 A king lacking advice is a great oppressor, 

but the one who hates injustice will live a long time. 

17 The one who gives surety for a man accused of murder 

will be a fugitive and not in security. 

17a Discipline a son, and he will love you, 

and he will give your soul an ornament; 

do not listen to a law-breaking nation. 

18 The one who proceeds rightly is helped, 

but the one who proceeds along crooked ways will be entangled. 

19 The one who works his own land will be filled with bread, 

but the one who pursues leisure will be filled with need. 

20 A trustworthy man will be blessed in many ways, 

but the evil one will not go unpunished. 

21 The one who is not shamed at the faces of the righteous is not good; 

one of this sort will hand over a man for a morsel of bread. 

22 A stingy man hastens to be rich, 

yet does not realize that a merciful person will prevail over him. 

23 The one who reproves the ways of a person 

will have more grace than the one who flatters. 

24 The one who rejects a father or mother and appears not to be sinning, 

such a one is a partner with an ungodly man. 

25 The unfaithful man makes decisions rashly, 

but the one who trusts the Lord will be careful. 

26 The one who relies on a brash heart, such a person is foolish; 

but the one who proceeds in wisdom will be saved. 

27 The one who gives to the poor will not be subject to want, 

but the one who turns back his eye will be in much difficulty. 

28 In places of the ungodly the righteous groan, 

but at the destruction of those people the righteous will be multiplied. 




29 Better a man who reproves than a stiff-necked man, 

for when he is suddenly burned there is no healing. 

2 When the righteous are praised, the peoples will rejoice; 

but when the ungodly rule, the peoples groan. 

3 When a man loves wisdom, his father rejoices; 

but the one who tends prostitutes will destroy wealth. 

4 A righteous king establishes a territory, 

but a lawless man destroys it. 

5 The one who prepares a net in the face of his own friend 

casts it for his own feet. 

6 There is a great trap for a man who sins, 

but the righteous will be in joy and in gladness. 

7 The righteous knows how to judge the poor, 

but the ungodly does not understand knowledge, 

and there is no intelligent mind for the poor. 

8 Lawless men ignite a city, 

but the wise turn back anger. 

9 A wise man judges a nation, 

but when a worthless man is angry, he scoffs and is not afraid. 

10 Men who share in blood, who hate what is purea 

—but the upright will seek out his soul. 

11 A fool brings forth his whole wrath, 

but the wise dispenses according to portion. 

12 When a king listens to an unjust word, 

all under him are lawbreakers. 

13 When moneylender and debtor gather together, 

the Lord makes examination of them both. 

14 When a king judges the poor with truth, 

his throne will be established as a testimony. 

15 Wounds and reproofs provide wisdom, 

but a misled child dishonors his parents. 

16 When many are ungodly, many sins take place, 

but the righteous become fearful of the downfall of those people. 

17 Discipline your son, and he will give you rest, 

and he will give your soul an ornament. 

18 A seer will never come to a lawless people, 

but those who keep the law are most blessed. 

19 A stubborn servant will not be disciplined by words, 

for even though he may perceive, yet he will not obey. 

20 If you see a man quick with words, 

know that a fool has more hope than he. 

21 The one who lives luxuriously from childhood will be a domestic, 

and at last will be pained in himself. 

22 A angry man arouses strife, 

and a wrathful man digs out sins. 

23 Insolence humbles a man, 

but the Lord sustains the humble in glory. 

24 He hates his own life who shares with a thief; 

and if they do not report it when an oath is uttered and hear it, 

25 since they feared and were shamed before people, they will be overthrown; 

but the one who trusts in the Lord will rejoice. 

Ungodliness gives a man a misstep, 

but the one who relies on the master will be saved. 

26 Many attend to the faces of leaders, 

but what is righteous comes to a man from the Lord. 

27 A righteous man is an abomination to the unrighteous, 

and to the lawless the straight way is an abomination. 

The Virtuous Woman

28 aWho can find a virtuous woman? 

And such a one is more precious than costly stones. 

29 The heart of her husband is confident with her; 

a woman such as this will not be in want of good spoils, 

30 for she produces good things for her husband all his life. 

31 Gathering wool and flax she makes something useful with her hands. 

32 She has become like a ship trading from afar; 

and this one gathers livelihood, 33 and she gets up during the nights. 

She also has given food to the household 

and works to the servant girls. 

34 After considering a field, she bought it, 

and with the fruits of her hands, she plants the property. 

35 Girding up her loins powerfully, 

she strengthened her arms for work. 

36 And she has tasted that it is good to work, 

and her lamp is not extinguished during the entire night. 

37 She stretches her arms toward fruitful activities, 

and she applies her hands to the spindle. 

38 She also opens her hands to the needy, 

and she extends fruit to the poor. 

39 Her husband takes no thought for the matters in the house when he spends time somewhere, 

for all those with her are clothed. 

40 She makes double cloaks for her husband, 

and garments for herself of fine flax and purple. 

41 Her husband also becomes admired in the gates 

when he sits in the assembly with the elderly inhabitants of the land. 

42 She made and sold fine linen, 

aprons to the Canaanites. 

43 bShe opened her mouth carefully and lawfully 

and dispatched orderliness with her tongue. 

44 cShe clothed herself with strength and dignity, 

and she rejoiced in the final days. 

45 Her pastimes are a tight house, 

and she did not eat idle grain. 

But she opens her mouth to the wise according to the law; 

and her charity 46 raised up her children, and they were rich; 

and her husband praises her. 

47 Many daughters have acquired wealth, 

many have accomplished mighty things, 

but you have surpassed them, and you exalt yourself beyond all. 

48 Desires to please are false, and a woman’s beauty is to no avail, 

for an intelligent woman is blessed, 

and may she praise the fear of the Lord. 

49 Give her of the fruits of her lips, 

and may her husband be praised in the gates. 





ECCLESIASTES




Everything Is Vanity

1 The words of Ecclesiast, son of David, 

king of Israel in Jerusalem. 

2 “Futility of futilities,” said the ecclesiast, 

“Futility of futilities. Everything is futile.” 

3 What gain is there for a person 

in all his hardship that he toils under the sun? 

4 A generation goes and a generation comes, 

and the earth stands into eternity.a 

5 And the sun rises and the sun withdraws 

and draws to its place. 

Rising there, 6 it goes to the south 

and circles round to the north. 

It circles around and around, the wind goes, 

and the wind returns to its circuits. 

7 All torrents go to the sea, 

and the sea will not be filled; 

to the place the torrents go, 

there they return to go again. 

8 All words are weary. 

A man shall be unable to speak, 

and an eye shall not be filled to see, 

and an ear shall not be filled from hearing. 

9 What is it that has happened? The same as what will happen. 

And what has been done? The same as what will be done. 

And there is nothing novel under the sun. 

10 Who shall speak and say, “Look! This is new!”? 

It has already happened in the eternities 

that came before us. 

11 There is no memory of the earlier ones 

and also of the last ones happening. 

There will be no memory of them 

among those who will happen at the end. 

The Pursuit of Wisdom

12 I, Ecclesiast, became 

king over Israel in Jerusalem. 

13 And I set my heart to seek out 

and to survey with wisdom concerning all things 

that happen under heaven, 

because an evil distraction 

God gave to the sons of humans: 

to be troubled within himself. 

14 I saw the actions all together 

that are done under the sun, 

and look, they are all futility and the preference of the wind.a 

15 What is distorted cannot be decorated, 

and what is deficient cannot be numbered. 

16 I spoke in my heart to say, 

“Look, I have increased 

and added wisdom over all 

those who existed before me in Jerusalem.” 

17 And my heart saw many things, wisdom and knowledge, 

and I set my heart to know wisdom and knowledge; 

I knew parables and understanding. 

For even this too is the preference of the wind, 

18 for in an abundance of wisdom there is an abundance of knowledge; 

and the one who increases knowledge will increase pain. 




The Pursuit of Work

2 I said in my heart, 

“Come now, I shall test you with merriment and look into what is good.” And look, even this too is futility. 

2 To laughter I said, “Madness!” 

And to merriment, “Why do you do this?” 

3 And I surveyed whether my heart 

would draw my flesh as wine; 

and my heart guided me in wisdom 

and to seize upon merriment, 

until I should see what the good thing does for the sons of humans 

that they would do under the sun 

in the number of their days of life. 

4 I increased my work; 

I built houses for myself; 

I planted vineyards for myself. 

5 I made myself gardens and orchards, 

and I planted every fruit tree in them. 

6 I made myself cisterns of waters 

to water a budding forest with them; 

7 I acquired slaves and servant girls, 

and homebred slaves became mine. 

And even a great holding of herd and flock became mine, 

more than those who came 

before me in Jerusalem. 

8 I also gathered for myself silver—and gold, too, 

and the abundance of kings and of territories. 

I made for myself male and female singers, 

the delights of the sons of humans, 

male and female cupbearers. 

9 And I became great and increased 

more than all those who came 

before me in Jerusalem. 

And even my wisdom was confirmed for me. 

10 And everything that my eyes demanded 

they did not remove from them. 

I did not hinder my heart 

from any of my merriment, 

for my heart made merry in all my labor. 

And this became my portion 

from all my labor. 

11 And I looked over all my works 

that my hands had done, 

and over the labor that I labored to do; 

and look, all of it was futility and the preference of the wind, 

and there was no gain under the sun. 

The Fate of One’s Work

12 And I looked to see wisdom 

and frenzy and folly; 

for who is the person who will follow after counsel 

as many things as did it? 

13 And I saw that there is a surplus to wisdom over folly, 

like a surplus of light over darkness. 

14 The eyes of the wise person are in his head, 

and the fool proceeds in darkness. 

And also I even perceived 

that one thing shall befall all of them. 

15 And I said in my heart, “As is the fate of the fool, 

also even for me, it shall befall me. 

And why have I gained wisdom?” 

Moreover, I spoke in my heart 

that even this too was futility, 

because the fool speaks from abundance. 

16 For there is no memory of the wise 

among the foolish for eternity, 

as already the days are coming, 

everything is forgotten. 

And how shall the wise die among the fools? 

17 And I hated, together, life, 

because wicked to me was the work 

done under the sun, 

for everything was futility and the preference of the wind. 

18 And I hated my whole labor 

that I toiled at under the sun, 

for I must leave it to the person who comes after me. 

19 And who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? 

And whether he will have authority over all my labor 

that I labored and I gained wisdom under the sun? 

And this too was futility. 

20 And I turned to set my heart 

in all my labor at which I labored under the sun; 

21 for there is a person that his labor 

is in wisdom and in knowledge and in virtue. 

And the person, to one who has not labored at it, 

will give his portion to him. 

And this too is futility and great wickedness. 

22 For it happens in the person in all his labor 

and in the preference of his heart 

with which he labors under the sun. 

23 For all his days 

are of suffering, and his distraction is wrath, 

and at night too his heart does not sleep. 

And this too is futility. 

Eating and Drinking

24 There is no good thing for a person 

that he shall eat and that he shall drink and that he shall show his soul 

good in his labor. 

And this too I saw, that it was from God’s hand. 

25 For who shall eat and who shall drink without him? 

26 For to the good person 

he gave wisdom before his face 

and knowledge and merriment. 

And to the sinner he gave distraction, 

to increase and to gather, 

to give the good before God’s face. 

For even this too is futility and the preference of the wind. 




Times and Seasons

3 For all things there is a time, 

and there is a season for all activities under heaven. 

2 A time to bring forth and a time to die; 

a time to plant and a time to pluck up what has been planted; 

3 a time to kill and a time to heal; 

a time to pull down and a time to build; 

4 a time to weep and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn and a time to dance; 

5 a time to throw stones and a time to gather stones; 

a time to embrace and a time to be removed from embracing; 

6 a time to seek and a time to destroy; 

a time to guard and a time to throw out; 

7 a time to rip and a time to sew; 

a time to be silent and a time to speak; 

8 a time to be affectionate and a time to hate; 

a time of war and a time of peace. 

9 What surplus is there for the doer, in the things at which he labors? 

10 I saw the whole distraction that God gave 

the sons of humans to be distracted by it. 

11 All things which he made were beautiful in his season. 

And he gave the whole eternity in their heart 

so that a person might not find 

the deed that God did from the beginning and to the end. 

12 I knew that there is no good thing in them 

except to make merry and do what is good in his life. 

13 And also every person who shall eat and drink 

and see what is good in all of his labor 

is God’s gift. 

14 I perceived everything God did, 

they will be for eternity. 

Nothing will be added to him, 

and nothing shall be taken away from him, 

and God did them so that they would fear his face. 

15 What happened already is, 

and what is to become has already happened, 

and God seeks out the thing that is pursued. 

The Fate of Humans

16 And still I saw the place of judgment under the sun, 

there was the wicked, 

and the place of righteousness, 

there was the pious. 

17 And I said in my heart, 

“God will judge the righteous and the wicked together, 

for there is a season for every activity 

and for every deed.” 

18 And I said in my heart 

concerning the speech of the sons of humanity, 

that God will judge them, 

also to show that they are livestock. 

19 And also for them is there not the fate of the sons of humanity 

and the fate of the livestock? 

It is one fate for them. 

As is the death of this one, so is the death of that one, 

and there is one spirit for all. 

And what makes a man more superior than livestock? 

Nothing, for it is all futility. 

20 All to one place; 

all came from the dust, 

and all will return to the dust. 

21 And who knows the spirit of the sons of humanity, 

if it goes up into what is above? 

And the spirit of an animal, 

if it goes down into the earth? 

22 And I saw that there was nothing good, 

except what a person enjoys 

in his activities, because it is his portion. 

For who shall lead him to see what might happen after him? 




Better Dead

4 And I turned and saw 

all the oppressions 

that happen under the sun; 

look, the tear of the oppressed! 

And there is no one to console them, 

and with the hand of their oppressors there is power, 

and there is no one to console them. 

2 And I praised all those who were dead, 

who had already died, more than those who were alive, 

who are living until now. 

3 And better than these two 

is the one who does not yet exist, 

who has not seen all the wicked activity 

that has been done under the sun. 

Better Rest

4 And I saw all the labor 

and all the virtue of work, 

that it was the jealousy toward a man from his comrade; 

and this too was futility and the preference of the wind. 

5 The fool has folded his hands 

and eaten his muscles. 

6 Better a handful of rest 

than two handfuls of labor 

and the preference of the wind. 

Companionship

7 And I turned and saw a futility under the sun. 

8 There is one person and not a second, 

and there is not even a son or even a brother for him, 

and there is no end to all his labor, 

and even his eye is not satisfied with wealth. 

“And for whom am I laboring 

and depriving my soul of goodness?” 

And this too is futility 

and a wicked distraction. 

9 Two are better than one, 

for whom there is a good reward in their labor. 

10 For if they should fall, the one shall raise up his companion. 

And woe to him, to the one when he falls 

and there is no second person to raise him up. 

11 And also, if two people sleep, they are also warm. 

And how can the one be warmed? 

12 And if the one is strengthened, 

two shall stand against him; 

and the threefold cord shall not be broken quickly. 

Incompetent Kings

13 Better a poor and wise child 

than an old and foolish king 

who does not know how to pay attention any longer. 

14 For from prisona he will come out to rule, 

since also even during his reignb he became needy. 

15 I saw all those living 

walking under the sun 

after the second young man, 

who shall stand in his place. 

16 There is no end to the whole people, 

to all who were before them. 

And even the last people will not make merry over him. 

For even this too is futility and the preference of the wind. 

Fulfilling Vows

17 Guard your foot in the time that you walk into the house of God, 

and you are near to hear. 

Your sacrifice is more than the gift of the foolish, 

for they do not perceive that they are doing evil. 




5 Do not be hasty with your mouth, 

and do not let your heart be quick 

to bring forth a word before the face of God; 

for God is in heaven above, and you are on the earth. 

Because of this let your words be few. 

2 For a dream comes in the abundance of trial, 

and the voice of a fool in the abundance of words. 

3 Just as you make a vow to God, 

do not delay to repay it; 

there is no will in fools. 

You, therefore, repay whatever you vow. 

4 It is better for you not to vow 

than for you to vow and not repay. 

5 Do not set your mouth to make your flesh sin, 

and do not say before God’s face, “It is ignorance,” 

lest God become angry at your voice 

and destroy the works of your hands. 

6 For dreams and futile things and many words are in abundance. 

As for you, fear God! 

Unfairness

7 If you see the oppression of the poor and seizure of judgment and of righteousness in the territory, 

do not marvel at the matter; 

there is a high one to keep watch over the high one, 

and high ones over them. 8 And there is a surplus of land. 

Over all there is a king of the worked field. 

9 The one who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver. 

And who loved produce in their abundance? 

And this too is futility. 

10 In an abundance of goodness, they who eat it increase. 

And what virtue is there for the one who has it? 

For the beginning of his eye is to see. 

11 The sleep of the slave is sweet 

whether he eats little or much; 

and for the one who is filled from being rich, 

there is no one who lets him sleep. 

12 There is a sickness that I saw under the sun, 

wealth being guarded by the one who has it to his misfortune. 

13 And that wealth will perish in a wicked distraction, 

and he fathered a son, and there is nothing in his hand. 

14 Just as he came out of his mother’s womb naked, 

he shall return to go as he comes, 

and nothing shall he take from his labor, 

so that it should go in his hand. 

15 And this too is a grievous sickness; 

for as he came, so also he will leave. 

And the surplus for him, for which he labors, is it for the wind? 

16 And also all his days are in darkness and in grief 

and great wrath and sickness and bitterness. 

Enjoy God’s Gift

17 Look, I have seen a good thing that is fine: 

to eat and drink 

and to see goodness 

in all his labor, 

at whatever he labors under the sun 

for the number of the days of his life 

that God gave him, 

for it is his portion. 

18 And also every person to whom God gave him 

wealth and possessions, and has given authority over them, 

to consume from him and to receive his portion 

and to make merry in his labor, 

this is a gift of God. 

19 For he will not otherwise remember the days of his life; 

for God will distract him with the merriment of his heart. 




The Futility of Life

6 There is an evil that I saw under the sun, 

and it is abundant under humanity. 

2 A man to whom God will give him 

wealth and possessions and glory, 

and there is no lack for his soul 

of all that he shall long for, 

and God shall not give him authority to consume any of it, 

for a foreign man will eat it. 

This is futility and an evil sickness. 

3 If a man fathers a hundred children and shall live many years, 

and whatever abundance the days of his years shall be, 

and his soul not be filled by goodness, 

and also there be no burial for him, 

I would say a miscarriage is better off than he. 

4 For it came in futility, and it goes in darkness, 

and in darkness its name will be covered. 

5 And also it did not see the sun and did not know rest 

for this one more than this one. 

6 Even if he lived recurrences of a thousand years 

and saw no goodness, 

does he not go to one place? 

7 All of a person’s labor is for his mouth, 

and yet his soul will not be filled. 

8 For there is a surplus for the wise over the fool, 

because the needy knows to go before life. 

9 Better the vision of the eyes than the going of the soul; 

and this too is pointlessness and the preference of the wind. 

Knowledge of the Future

10 If something has happened, its name has already been called. 

And it has been known what a person is, 

and he shall not be able to be judged with the one who is stronger than he. 

11 For there are many words increasing futilities. 




7 aWhat surplus is there for a person? 

For who has known a good thing for a person in life, 

the number of the days of his life of futility? 

And he did them in a shadow. 

For who shall tell a person 

what will be after him under the sun? 

Comparisons and Excess

2 A good name is better than olive oil, 

and the day of death than the day of birth. 

3 It is better to go to the house of sorrow 

than to go to the house of drinking, 

as this is the end of every person, 

and the one who lives shall give a good thing into his heart. 

4 Wrath is better than laughter, 

for in an evil face he shall be cheered. 

5 The heart of the wise is in the house of sorrow, 

and the heart of fools is in the house of merriment. 

6 It is better to hear a rebuke of a wise person 

than a man hearing a song of fools. 

7 Like the sound of thorns under the kettle, 

so is the laughter of the fools, 

and this too is futility. 

8 For oppression maddens a wise person 

and destroys the heart of his nobility. 

9 Better is the last time of words than its beginning; 

better is patience than loftiness in spirit. 

10 Do not be hasty in your spirit to be wrathful, 

for wrath will come to rest in the lap of the foolish. 

11 Do not say, “What happened 

that the former days were better than these?” 

For you have not asked concerning this in wisdom. 

12 Better is wisdom with an inheritance 

and a surplus for those who look at the sun. 

13 For in its shadow wisdom is like a silver shadow; 

and a surplus of the knowledge of wisdom 

will enliven its friend. 

14 Look at the works of God; 

for who shall be able to order 

whatever God twists? 

15 In a day of goodness 

live in what is good, and look, in a day of evil 

see even also harmoniously with this one: 

God made this concerning speech, 

so that the person would not find anything after him. 

16 I saw everything in my days of futility; 

there is the righteous perishing in his righteousness, 

and there is the ungodly remaining in his evil. 

17 Do not become very righteous 

or become excessively wise, lest you be overwhelmed. 

18 Do not be very ungodly and do not become stubborn, 

lest you die outside your time. 

19 It is good for you to guard in this, 

and also by this you should not defile your hand, 

because for those who fear God, all things shall come forth. 

All Are Wicked

20 Wisdom shall help the wise 

more than ten authorities who are in the city. 

21 For there is no righteous person in the land, 

who will do good and not sin. 

22 And also, to all the words that the ungodly shall speak, 

do not set your heart, 

so that you do not hear your servant cursing you. 

23 For very often he shall act wickedly toward you 

and do evil to your heart with many repetitions; 

for as even you also cursed others. 

Seeking Wisdom and Women

24 I tested all these things in wisdom. 

I said, “I shall be wise.” 

25 And it was distant from me—farther than that which was 

and deep of depth—who shall find it? 

26 I myself and my heart circled around to know 

and to look closely and to seek wisdom and an account, 

and to know of the folly of the ungodly 

and importunity and madness. 

27 And I am finding her, 

and I will say she is more bitter than death, 

together, the woman who is a snare, 

and her heart is nets; 

a bond is in her hands. 

The person who is good before God’s face is delivered from her, 

and the sinner is collected in her. 

28 Look, I found this, said the ecclesiast, 

one woman to one woman, to reach the calculation 

29 that my soul sought, and I did not find it. 

And I found one person out of a thousand, 

but I did not find one woman among all these. 

30 Except look, I found this: that God made, all together, 

humanity right; and they sought many calculations. 

Fear of God and King

aWho knows a wise man? And who knows an interpretation of a saying? 




8 The wisdom of a person will illuminate his face, 

and the one without shame in his face will be hated. 

2 Guard the mouth of the king, 

And about the word of an oath of God do not hurry. 

3 You shall go from his face; 

do not stand in a wicked word, 

for he will do everything he will wish— 

4 just as a king who has authority, 

and who shall say to him, “What are you doing?” 

5 The one who guards a command will not know a wicked word, 

and the heart of the wise knows the time of judgment. 

6 For in every matter there is a time and judgment, 

for the knowledge of a person is great upon him. 

7 For there is no one who knows what will be, 

for who will declare to him just how it will be? 

8 There is no person who has authority over the wind 

to hinder the wind, 

and there is no authority over the day of death, 

and there is no discharge on the day of battle, 

and ungodliness will not preserve its friend. 

9 And I saw all of this, 

and I gave my heart to every activity 

that has been done under the sun, 

whatever things regarding which a person has authority 

over another person to mistreat him. 

10 And then I saw the ungodly being brought into the tombs 

and from the holy place; 

and they went, and they were praised in the city 

because they acted like this. 

And this too is futility. 

11 Because there is no controversy that comes 

from those who quickly do what is evil, 

therefore, the heart of the sons of humans was fully inclined 

in them to do what is wicked. 

12 The one who sinned did what is wicked 

from that time and from their length; 

for also I, too, know 

that there is a good thing for those who fear God, 

that they fear his face. 

13 And there is nothing good for the ungodly, 

and he will not prolong his days in shadow 

who is not fearful before God’s face. 

14 There is a futility that has been done on the earth, 

that there are righteous people that it happens upon them 

as the action of the wicked; 

and there are the ungodly that it happens to them 

as the action of the righteous. 

I said that even also this is futility. 

15 And I praised, together, merriment, 

as there is nothing good for humanity under the sun 

except to eat and drink and make merry; 

and it shall be there with him 

in his labor of the days of his life, 

for as many as God gave him under the sun. 

The One Fate of the Righteous and the Wicked

16 Among which things I gave my heart to know wisdom 

and to see the distraction 

that has been done on the earth, 

for also in the day and the night 

there is no one who sees sleep for his eyes; 

17 and I saw all of the works of God, 

which no person shall be able 

to find, together, the work 

that has been done under the sun; 

as much as a person might labor to seek it, 

and he will not find it. 

And also, as much as a wise person claims to know, 

he will not be able to find it. 

aFor I gave all this to my heart, 

and my heart saw all of this. 




9 As the righteous and the wise 

and their works are in God’s hand, 

and also there is no person who sees both love and hate; 

all things are before their face. 

bFutility is in all things. 

2 There is one fate for the righteous and the ungodly, 

for the good and for the evil, 

and for the pure and for the impure, 

and for the one who sacrifices and for the one who does not sacrifice. 

As is the good person, so is the sinner; 

as is the one who swears, just so is the one afraid of the oath. 

3 This wicked thing is in everything that has been done under the sun: 

that there is one fate for all, 

and also the heart of the sons of humans is filled with what is wicked, 

and madness is in their heart in their life, 

and after them to the dead. 

4 For who is the one that has fellowship with all those who live? 

There is hope; for the living dog is better 

than the dead lion. 

5 For the living will know that they will die, 

and the dead are not knowing anything; 

and there is no reward for them anymore, 

for their memory has been forgotten. 

6 And also their love and also their hate 

and also their jealousy have already perished, 

and also there is no share for them any longer for eternity 

in all that has been done under the sun. 

Enjoy Life

7 Come, eat your food in merriment, 

and drink your wine with a good heart, 

for already God has found pleasure in your deeds. 

8 At every time let your garments be white, 

and let olive oil not be lacking on your head. 

9 And see life with a woman whom you have loved 

all the days of your life of futility 

that have been given to you under the sun. 

All days are days of your vapor. 

For it is your portion in your life 

and in your labor at which you labor under the sun. 

10 Anything that your hand finds to do, 

as is your power, do it, 

for there is no work or calculation or knowledge 

or wisdom in Hades, where you are going. 

Time and Fate

11 I turned and saw under the sun 

that the race is not to the swift, 

and the battle is not to the able, 

and also bread is not to the wise, 

and wealth is not to the intelligent, 

and also grace is not to those who know; 

for time and fate shall fall upon them all. 

12 For also even man does not know his time. 

Like the fish that are caught in a good net 

and like birds that are caught in a snare, 

like them, the sons of humans are snared 

in a wicked time, 

when it falls on them suddenly. 

The Wise Savior of the City

13 And also I saw this as wisdom under the sun, 

and it is great to me. 

14 A little city and few men in it, 

and a great king comes against it and surrounds it, 

and he builds a great palisade against it. 

15 And in it is found a poor wise man, 

and he saves the city through his wisdom, 

and no person remembered, together, that poor man. 

16 And I said, “Wisdom is better than power, 

and the wisdom of the poor is scorned, 

and his words are not heeded.” 

Words of the Wise

17 The words of the wise are heard in rest 

more than the shouting of the authorities in follies. 

18 Wisdom is better than instruments of war, 

and one sinner will destroy much goodness. 




10 Flies that kill will spoil a preparation, the olive oil of seasoning; 

the word of wisdom is more precious than the glory of great folly. 

2 The heart of the wise leans to his right; 

and the heart of the fool to his left. 

3 And also, when a fool goes along the road, 

his heart will be lacking, 

and all that he considers is folly. 

4 If the spirit of the one in authority rises up against you, 

do not leave your place, 

for healing will stop great sins. 

5 There is an evil that I saw under the sun, 

as a mistake came from the face of one in authority. 

6 The fool was placed in great high places, 

and the rich will sit in a lowly one. 

7 I saw slaves on horses 

and rulers walking like slaves on the earth. 

8 The one who digs a pit shall fall in it, 

and a serpent shall bite him who takes down a fence. 

9 The one who lifts stones shall be worn out by them; 

the one who splits trees takes a risk with them. 

10 If the axe head falls off, 

he himself also unsettled his face, 

and he will empower his powers; 

even wisdom is no surplusa to the man. 

11 If a serpent bites with no whispering, 

there is no surplus even for one who uses charms. 

12 Words from the mouth of the wise are a grace, 

and the lips of the foolish will sink him. 

13 The beginning of the words of his mouth is folly, 

and the last of him is a wicked curve. 

14 And the fool increases words. 

A person does not know what happened 

and what will be. 

Who will tell him what is after him? 

15 The labor of fools mistreats them, 

who did not know how to go into the city. 

16 Woe to you, city, whose king is younger, 

and your rulers eat in the morning. 

17 Blessed are you, land, whose king is a son of free people, 

and your rulers will eat at the time with power 

and not be shamed. 

18 Through laziness the roof shall be brought down, 

and through the idleness of hands the house will drip. 

19 They make bread for laughter, 

and wine and olive oil for the living to make merry, 

and all things will obey silver with humility. 

20 And also, do not curse a king in your conscience, 

and in your bedroomsa do not curse the rich, 

for a bird of the heavens will carry your voice, 

and he with his wings will report your word. 




Sowing and Reaping

11 Send your bread upon the face of the water, 

for in a great number of days you will find it. 

2 Give a portion to the seven and even to the eight, 

for you do not know what wicked thing will be upon the earth. 

3 If clouds are filled with rain, 

they pour upon the earth. 

And whether a tree falls to the south 

or to the north, in the place 

where the tree will fall, there it will be. 

4 The one who observes the wind will not sow, 

and the one who looks among the clouds will not reap. 

5 In times when there is no one who knows what is the way of the wind, 

like bones in the womb of one who is pregnant, 

so you will not know the works of God, 

the whole of whatever he will do. 

6 In the morning sow your seed, 

and in the evening do not let your hand be slack, 

for you do not know what sort will prosper, whether this or that, 

and whether the two together will be good. 

7 And the light is sweet, and it is good for the eyes 

to see, together, the sun. 

8 For even if the person shall live many years, 

in all of them he shall make merry, 

and he shall remember the days of darkness, 

for they will be many. 

All that is coming is futility. 

Youth

9 Make merry, young man, in your youth, 

and let your heart do you good in the days of your youth, 

and walk blameless by the ways 

and not by the vision of your eyes; 

and know that God shall bring you in judgment for all these things. 

10 And remove wrath from your heart, 

and lead evil from your flesh, 

for youth and folly are futility. 




Remember God While You Can

12 And remember the one who created you 

in the days of your youth, 

before the days of evil come, 

and the years shall arrivea in which you shall say, 

“There is no desire in them for me.” 

2 Before the sun is darkened and the light 

and the moon and the stars, 

and the clouds shall return after the rain; 

3 in the day when the guards of the house shake, 

and men of strength are twisted, 

and the women who grind were idle for they were few, 

and the women who look out the windows shall be darkened; 

4 and they shall close the door in the marketplace 

for the weakness of the sound of the woman who grinds; 

and one shall rise up at a sound of the sparrow, 

and all the daughters of song shall be humbled; 

5 and they shall look to the height, and terrors shall be in the road; 

and the almond tree shall bloom, 

and the locust grow fat, 

and the caper plant break open, 

for the person went into his eternal house, 

and the mourners circled in the marketplace; 

6 before the rope of silver is ruined, 

and the flower of gold is crushed, 

and a pitcher at the spring is crushed, 

and the wheel at the cistern runs together; 

7 and the dust returns to the land like it was, 

and the wind returns to God who gave it. 

8 “Futility of futilities,” said the ecclesiast, 

“all things are futile.” 

Ecclesiast’s Mission

9 And furthermore, because Ecclesiast became wise, 

because he taught, together, humanity knowledge, 

and an ear shall track out an arrangement of parables. 

10 Many things Ecclesiast sought 

to find desirable words 

and what is written of rightness, truthful words. 

Against Excess

11 The words of the wise are like ox goads 

and like fixed nails, 

those from the collection; they were given 

by one shepherd. 12 And there is a surplus from them. 

My son, guard against making many scrolls; 

there is no end, and much meditation is a weariness of the flesh. 

The End of the Word

13 Hear the whole end of the word: 

“Fear God and guard his commands,” 

for this is the whole person. 

14 For God will remember every action in judgment, 

in each thing that has been overlooked, 

whether good or wicked. 





SONG OF SONGS




Introductions

1 Song of songs, which is Solomon’s. 

2 May he kiss me with kisses of his mouth! 

For your breasts are better than wine, 

3 and the scent of your ointment better than all spices; 

your name is an ointment poured out. 

On account of this, young women have fallen in love with you. 4 They drew you away. 

We will run after you following the scent of your ointments. 

The king has brought me into his chamber. 

Let us exult and make merry with you. 

We will love your breasts more than wine. 

Uprightness has loved you. 

Woman

5 I am black and beautiful, daughters of Israel, 

like the tents of Kedar, like the leather curtains of Solomon. 

6 Do not look upon me, for I am blackened 

because the sun has looked down upon me. 

The sons of my mother fought with me. 

They made me a guard in the vineyards; 

I have not guarded my vineyard. 

7 Tell me, you whom my soul has loved: 

Where do you tend flocks? Where do you bring them to rest at noon? 

lest I become like a woman who clothes herself near a herd of your companions. 

Man

8 If you do not know yourself, O most beautiful of women,a 

go out in the footsteps of the flocks 

and tend your goats 

at the tents of the shepherds. 

9 To my mare amongst the chariot horses of Pharaoh 

I have compared you, my close one. 

10 How lovely have your cheeks become, like turtle doves, 

your neck like necklaces! 

11 We will make images of gold for you 

with studs of silver. 

Woman

12 While the king was reclining, 

my nard gave off its scent. 

13 My beloved is a bundle of myrrh for me 

14 in the vineyards of En-gedi. 

Man

15 Look! You are beautiful, my close one. 

Look! You are beautiful; your eyes are doves. 

Woman

16 Look! You are beautiful, my beloved, 

and lovely, too! What’s more, our bed is shaded. 

17 The beams of our houses are cedar trees; 

our rafters are cypress trees. 




2 I am a flower of the plain, 

a lily of the hollows. 

Man

2 Like a lily in the midst of thorns, 

so is my close one between the daughters. 

Woman

3 Like an apple tree among the trees of the wood, 

so is my beloved between the sons. 

In his shade I have felt desire and sat down, 

and his fruit is sweet in my throat. 

4 Bring me into the house of wine; 

array love over me. 

5 Strengthen me with perfumes, 

overwhelm me with apples, for I am wounded by love. 

6 His left hand is under my head, 

and his right hand will embrace me. 

Man

7 I made you swear, daughters of Jerusalem, 

by powers and by forces of the field: 

Cursed if you awaken and rouse love until it wants. 

Woman

8 The voice of my beloved! 

Look! He has come, leaping over the mountains, 

jumping over the hills. 

9 My beloved is like a gazelle 

or a deer fawn upon the mountains of Bethel. 

Look! He is behind our wall, 

looking through the windows, 

peeping out through the lattices. 

10 My beloved replies and says to me, 

“Rise! Come, my close one, my beautiful one, my dove! 

11 For look, the winter has departed; 

the rain has gone—it went away by itself. 

12 The flowers have appeared on the earth, 

the time of pruning has arrived, 

the voice of the turtledove has been heard in our land; 

13 the fig tree has borne its figs, 

the vines are blossoming, they have given off a scent. 

Rise! Come, my close one, my beautiful one, my dove, 

and come, 14 you my dove, under the shelter of the rock, 

near the outer wall; 

show me your face, 

and let me hear your voice, 

for your voice is pleasant, and your face is lovely.” 

15 Catch the foxes for us, 

the little ones destroying the vineyards; 

and our vines are blossoming. 

16 My beloved is mine, and I am his; 

he who tends flocks among the lilies 

17 until the day blows away, and the shadows move. 

Return! Beloved, make yourself 

like the gazelle or a deer fawn 

upon the mountains with hollows. 




3 On my bed at nighta 

I sought him whom my soul loved. 

I sought him, and I did not find him; 

I called him, and he did not listen to me. 

2 I will get up then and go around the city, 

in the marketplaces and in the streets, 

and I will seek him whom my soul loved. 

I sought him, and I did not find him. 

3 The watchmen found me, those who go around in the city: 

“Have you not seen him whom my soul loved?” 

4 How little time it was after I went away from them 

before I found him whom my soul loved. 

I took hold of him, and I did not let him loose 

until they brought him into my mother’s house 

and into the chamber of she who conceived me. 

Man

5 I made you swear, daughters of Jerusalem, 

by the powers and by the forces of the field: 

Cursed if you awaken and rouse love until it wants. 

Solomon’s Wedding

6 Who is this woman coming up from the desert 

like a column of smoke, perfumed 

with myrrh and frankincense, from all the powders of a perfumer? 

7 Look! The bed of Solomon, 

sixty mighty ones round about it, 

of the mighty ones of Israel, 

8 all of them holding a sword, 

instructed in battle; 

as for each man, his sword is upon his thigh 

because of the terror at night.b 

9 King Solomon made a sedan chair for himself 

from the trees of Lebanon. 

10 He made its pillars silver 

and its back golden; 

its steps are purple; 

inside of it is a mosaic, 

as love from the daughters of Jerusalem. 

11 Come out and look 

at King Solomon 

in the crown with which his mother crowned him 

on the day of his wedding 

and on the day of the merriment of his heart. 




Man

4 Look! You are beautiful, my close one! Look, you are beautiful! 

Your eyes are doves 

outside of your veil; 

your hair is like herds of goats 

that have been revealed from Gilead. 

2 Your teeth are like herds of shorn sheep 

that have come up from the bath, 

every one bearing twins, 

and there is no barren one among them. 

3 Your lips are like scarlet thread, 

and your speech is lovely; 

your cheek is like the skin of a pomegranate 

outside of your veil. 

4 Your neck is like David’s tower, 

the one built up into Thalpioth;a 

a thousand shields hang on it, 

all the javelins of the mighty ones. 

5 Your two breasts are like two twin gazelle fawns 

that are pastured among lilies. 

6 Before the day blows away and the shadows move, 

I will go by myself to the mountain of myrrh 

and to the hill of Lebanon. 

7 You are altogether beautiful, my close one, and you are flawless.b 

8 Come from Lebanon, bride, come from Lebanon! 

You shall come, and you shall come across from the beginning of faith, from the top of Senir and Hermon, from the lions’ dens, from the leopards’ mountains. 

9 You have heartened us, my sister, my bride; 

you have heartened us with one of your eyes, 

in a single woman, in the treasure of your necks.c 

10 How have your breasts become more beautiful from wine? 

And the scent of your garments is beyond all spices. 

11 Your lips drip with honeycomb, bride; 

honey and milk are under your tongue, 

and the scent of your garments is like the scent of Lebanon. 

12 My sister, bride is a locked garden, 

a locked garden, a sealed spring. 

13 Your giftsa are an orchard with the fruit of fruit trees; 

henna with nard, 

14 nard and saffron, 

reed and cinnamon, 

with all the trees of Lebanon; 

myrrh of Aloth with all the first perfumes; 

15 a spring of a garden and a well of water, living 

and rippling from Lebanon. 

Woman

16 Arise, north wind, and come, south wind, 

and blow through my garden, and let my spices flow. 




5 bLet my beloved come down into his garden, 

and may he eat the fruit of its fruit trees. 

Man

cI entered the garden, my sister, my bride; 

I gathered my myrrh with my spices; 

I ate my bread with my honey; 

I drank my wine with my milk. 

Eat, close ones, and drink and become drunk, brothers! 

Woman

2 I am sleeping, and my heart is awake. 

My beloved’s voice! He is knocking on the door: 

“Open up for me, my sister, my close one, 

my dove, my perfect one, 

for my head is filled with dew, 

and my locks with the drops of night!” 

3 I took off my tunic; how shall I put it on? 

I washed my feet; how shall I soil them? 

4 My beloved sent his hand out from the opening, 

and my belly leapt for him. 

5 I rose to open up for my beloved; 

my hands dripped with myrrh, 

my fingers were filled with myrrh, 

on the hands of the bolt. 

6 I opened up for my beloved; 

my beloved went by; 

my soul went out at his word. 

I sought him, and I did not find him; 

I called him, and he did not listen to me. 

7 The guards who go around the city found me; 

they struck me; they wounded me; 

the guards of the city walls took my summer garment from me. 

Woman

8 I made you swear, daughters of Jerusalem, 

by the powers and by the forces of the field: 

If you find my beloved, what shall you tell him? 

That I am wounded by love. 

Daughters of Jerusalem

9 What distinguishes your beloved from any other beloved, O most beautiful of women? 

What distinguishes your beloved from any other beloved, that you made us swear like this? 

Woman

10 My beloved is white and redheaded, 

picked from myriads. 

11 His head is gold and phaz;a 

his locks are fir trees, black like a raven. 

12 His eyes are like doves on an abundance of water, 

bathed in milk, 

sitting on an abundance. 

13 His cheeks are like bowls of spice that produce perfumes; 

his lips are dripping lilies full of myrrh. 

14 His hands are engraved, golden, filled with Tarshish. 

His belly is an ivory tablet on a sapphire. 

15 His legs are marble pillars 

set on golden bases; 

his appearance is like Lebanon, choice like cedar trees. 

16 His throat is sweetness and the whole of it is desire. 

This is my beloved, 

and this is my close one, daughters of Jerusalem. 

Daughters of Jerusalem

17 bWhere has your beloved gone, O most beautiful of women? 

Where has your beloved turned his attention? 

We shall seek him with you! 




Woman

6 My brother went down into his garden, 

to the bowls of spice, 

to tend flocks in the gardens and to gather lilies. 

2 I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine, 

he who shepherds among the lilies. 

Man

3 You are beautiful, my close one, like goodwill, 

lovely like Jerusalem, 

astonishing like women arrayed! 

4 Turn your eyes away from me, 

for they have excited me. 

Your hair is like herds of goats 

that have appeared from Gilead; 

5 your teeth are like herds of shorn sheep 

that have come up from the bath, 

every one bearing twins, 

and there is no barren one among them; 

your lips are like scarlet thread, 

and your speech is lovely. 

6 Your cheek is like the skin of a pomegranate 

outside of your veil. 

7 There are sixty queens and eighty concubines 

and young women too many to count. 

8 My dove is the only one, my perfect one; 

she is the one for her mother; 

she is the choicest for the one who bore her. 

The daughters saw her and called her happy, 

queens and even the concubines, and they will praise her. 

Daughters of Jerusalem

9 Who is this, peeping out like the dawn, 

beautiful like the moon, choicest like the sun, 

astonishing like women arrayed? 

Woman

10 I went down into the garden of nut trees to look at the products of the brook, 

to see if the vine had blossomed, 

the pomegranates had bloomed. 

There I will give you my breasts. 

11 My soul did not know: It madea me Aminadab’s chariots. 

Daughters of Jerusalem

12 bReturn, return, O Shulammite. 

Return, return, and we will look at you. 




Woman

7 Why will youc look upon the Shulammite? 

She who comes like the dances of the encampments. 

Man

How lovely have become your steps in sandals, 

daughter of Nadab! 

The rhythms of your thighs are like necklaces, 

a craftsman’s work.d 

2 Your navel is an engraved mixing bowl 

that does not lack mixed drink; 

your belly is a heap of grain, fenced in with lilies. 

3 Your two breasts are like two twin fawns of a gazelle; 

4 your neck is like a tower of ivory. 

Your eyes are like the pools in Heshbon, 

by the gates of the daughter of many. 

Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon, 

watching the face of Damascus; 

5 your head upon you is like Carmel, 

and the braid of your head is like purple, 

a king bound in galleries. 

6 How lovely have you become, and how sweet, 

my love, in your delights? 

7 This stature of yours: 

you became like a date palm, 

and your breasts like clusters of grapes. 

8 I said, “I will climb up the date palm, 

I will take hold of its heights; 

and then your breasts will be like clusters of grapes of the vine; 

and the scent of your nose like apples; 

9 and your throat like good wine 

going straight to my beloved, 

satisfying my lips and teeth.” 

Woman

10 I am my beloved’s, 

and his attention is on me. 

11 Come, my beloved, let us go out into the field; 

let us spend the night in the villages; 

12 let us go early into the vineyards; 

let us see if the vine has blossomed, 

the blooms have blossomed, the pomegranates have blossomed. 

There I will give you my breasts. 

13 The mandrakes have given off a scent; 

and by our doors all the fruits, 

from the new to the old, I have kept for you, my beloved. 




8 Who could make you my beloved, sucking at my mother’s breasts? 

When I find you outside, I will kiss you, and, what is more, they will not scorn me. 

2 I will take you along; I will bring you into my mother’s house 

and into the chamber of the woman who conceived me. 

I will give you to drink from perfumed wine, 

from the juice of your pomegranates. 

3 His left hand is under my head, 

and his right hand will embrace me. 

Man

4 I made you swear, daughters of Jerusalem, 

by the powers and by the forces of the field, 

Cursed if you raise and rouse love until it wants. 

Daughters of Jerusalem

5 Who is this coming up, whitened, 

leaning upon her beloved? 

Man

Under an apple tree I roused you; 

there your mother was in labor with you, 

there she who bore you was in labor with you. 

Woman

6 Set me as a seal upon your heart, 

as a seal upon your arm; 

for love is strong like death; 

jealousy is hard like Hades, 

its sparks are sparks of fire, its flames. 

7 Much water will be unable to quench love, 

and rivers will not drown it. 

If a man gives his whole life for love, 

they will scorn him with scorn. 

Siblings

8 We have a small sister, and she has no breasts. 

What shall we do for our sister 

on the day when it is spoken in her? 

9 If she is a wall, let us build battlements of silver upon her; 

and if she is a door, let us lay a board of cedar upon her. 

Woman

10 I am a wall, and my breasts towers. 

I was, in their eyes, like one who finds peace. 

11 Solomon acquired a vineyard at Baal-hamon. 

He gave his vineyard to the keepers. 

A man will bring a thousand pieces of silver in its fruit. 

12 My vineyard is mine before me. 

The thousand, Solomon, and the two hundred 

are for those who keep its fruit. 

13 Youa who sit in the gardens, 

companions are paying attention to your voice. Let me hear it! 

14 Flee, my beloved, and make yourself like the gazelle 

or the deer fawn upon the mountains of spices. 





JOB




Job’s Character

1 There was a certain man in the territory of Uz named Job, and that man was true, blameless, righteous, and God-fearing, keeping far from every evil thing. 2 He had seven sons and three daughters. 3 And his livestock included seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred grazing female donkeys, and very many servants, and he had great works on the land. And that man was the best born of men from the east.a 4 And coming together with one another, his sons made a banquet each day, bringing along also their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 And when the days of the banquet were finished, Job sent and purified them, rising up each morning and offering for them a sacrifice according to their number, one calf for a sin-offering for their lives—for Job said, “In case my sons have thought evil things in their minds toward God.” So Job acted all the days. 

6 And it happened this one day and behold, the angels of God came to stand before the Lord, and the devil came among them. 7 And the Lord said to the devil, “Where have you been?” And answering, the devil said to the Lord, “I am present after going around the land and walking about under heaven.” 8 And the Lord said to him, “Have you given heed in your thoughts concerning my servant Job, that there is no one like him on the earth, a man who is blameless, truthful, and God-fearing, keeping away from every evil deed?” 9 But the devil answered and said before the Lord, “Does Job worship the Lord for nothing? 10 Have you not fenced around his things outside and the things inside his house? And everything that is around him outside, the works of his hands, you blessed, and you made his livestock numerous upon the earth. 11 But put forth your hand and destroy all that he has to see whether truly he will bless you to your face.” 12 Then the Lord said to the devil, “Behold, I place all that he has in your hand. But do not lay hands on him personally.” So the devil departed from the Lord. 

Satan Tests Job

13 And it was thus, on a particular day, that the sons of Job and his daughters were drinking wine in the house of their oldest brother. 14 And behold, a messenger came to Job and said to him, “The yokes of oxen were plowing, and the female donkeys were feeding alongside them. 15 And when the capturers came, they captured them and killed the servants with swords, but I alone surviving came to tell you.” 16 While this one was speaking, a second messenger came and said to Job, “Fire fell from heaven and destroyed the sheep and consumed the shepherds as well, and I alone surviving came to tell you.” 17 While this one was speaking, another messenger came and said to Job, “Horsemen formed three columns against us and surrounded the camels and captured them and killed the servants with swords, but I alone was saved and came to tell you.” 18 While this one was speaking, another messenger came, saying to Job, “Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking with their oldest brother. 19 Suddenly a big wind came out of the desert and struck the four corners of the house, and the house fell upon your children, and they died, but I alone was saved and came to tell you.” 

20 So, standing up, Job tore his own clothes and cut off the hair of his head, and falling to the ground, he lay prostrate 21 and said, “I indeed came naked from my mother’s belly, and naked I will depart there. The Lord gave; the Lord took away. As the Lord has deemed it good, thus it has come to be. Let the name of the Lord be blessed.” 22 In all these things that were happening to him, Job committed no sin before the Lord, and he did not attribute any thoughtlessness to God. 




Satan Attacks Job

2 And it happened one particular day that the angels of God came to stand before the Lord; the devil also came in the middle of them to stand before the Lord. 2 And the Lord said to the devil, “From where have you come?” Then the devil said before the Lord, “Going about under heaven and walking the whole world nearby.” 3 And the Lord said to the devil, “Have you given heed, then, to my servant Job, that there is no one like him upon the earth, a man who is innocent, truthful, blameless, God-fearing, keeping far from every evil. And still he has integrity, though you sought to destroy his possessions to no purpose.” 4 But replying, the devil said to the Lord, “Skin for skin, whatever a person has he will pay for his life. 5 Indeed, rather only put out your hand to destroy his bone and his flesh to see if he will truly curse you to your face.” 6 And the Lord said to the devil, “Behold, I deliver him to you; only guard carefully his life.” 

7 So the devil went out from the Lord and struck Job by grievous sores from foot to head. 8 And he took a potsherd in order to scrape the pus and sat on the dunghill outside the city. 9 And after much time had passed, his wife said to him, “How long will you wait, saying, 9a ‘Behold, I wait for just a little time to receive the hope of my deliverance?’ 9b For behold, your memory has been removed from the earth, sons and daughters of my belly, pangs and labors that I labored with hardship pointlessly. 9c And you? You seat yourself among the decay of worms to pass the night in the open air. 9d And I am being led astray and am a servant wandering from place to place and from house to house, welcoming the sun when it sets in order that I might stop my labors and pains that now come to me. 9 Now say some word to the Lord and die!” 10 But looking up he said to her, “You speak like one of the foolish women. If we accept good things from the hand of the Lord, shall we not endure evil things?” In all these things that happened to him, in no way did Job sin by his speaking before God. 

Job’s Three Friends

11 And his three friends, hearing all the evil things that had come upon him, came each from his own territory to him. Eliphaz, the king of the Temanites, Bildad, the tyrant of the Shuhites, and Zophar, the king of the Naamathites, came to him together, in order to encourage and visit him. 12 But seeing him from a distance, they did not recognize him, and crying out loud with a great voice, they wept, each one tearing his own garment and covering himself with dirt. 13 They sat down with him for seven days and seven nights, and none of them spoke, for they saw that his misfortune was dreadful and very great. 




Job Laments His Birth

3 After this Job opened his mouth and cursed his day, 2 saying, 

3 “May the day perish in which I was brought forth, 

and that night when they said, ‘Behold, a male!’ 

4 Let that night be darkness! 

And let not the Lord investigate it from above, 

nor let light come upon it. 

5 But let gloom and a shadow of death seize it. 

Let darkness come upon it. 

May the day be cursed; 6 also that night. 

Let darkness carry it off. 

Neither let it be as a day of the year, 

nor numbered as a day of the month. 

7 But may that night be pain, 

and may neither merriment nor joy come on it. 

8 But may he who curses that day curse it, 

he who is about to subdue the great fish. 

9 May the star of that night be darkened, 

may it wait and not come to illumination, 

and may it not see the morning star rise. 

10 Because it did not close the opening of my mother’s womb, 

for it might remove grief from my eyes. 

11 On what account did I not die in the belly, 

and why did I come forth from the womb and not immediately be destroyed? 

12 For what purpose did the knees happen to me? 

And for what purpose did I suck breasts? 

13 Now falling asleep I am still, 

and sleeping I rest 

14 with kings and counselors of the earth, 

who were proud of their swords, 

15 or with rulers who had much gold, 

who filled their houses with silver. 

16 Or I should have been like an untimely birth coming from the womb of a mother, 

or as an infant who never sees light. 

17 There the wicked have burnt out their wrathful anger; 

there the weary in body rest. 

18 But the eternal ones, together, 

hear not the voice of the tribute collector. 

19 Small and great are there, 

and an attendant who feared his lord. 

20 For to what purpose has light been given to those who are in bitterness, 

and life to those who are in spiritual pain, 

21 who long for death and do not find it, 

digging for it like treasure? 

22 Yet they would be exceedingly glad 

if they should be successful. 

23 Death to such a man is rest, 

for God has enclosed him. 

24 For groaning comes before my bread, 

and I weep as I gather myself in fear. 

25 For the fear that I focused upon has come upon me, 

and what I had feared has fallen upon me. 

26 Neither did I live in peace, nor did I have quiet, 

nor was I at rest, but anger came to me.” 




Eliphaz: The Innocent Do Not Suffer

4 And answering, Eliphaz the Temanite said, 

2 “Have you not often been spoken to in weariness? 

But who can endure the power of your words? 

3 For while you yourself have advised many 

and have encouraged weak hands, 

4 you both raised up those who stumble with a word 

and imparted courage to those who are weak in the knees, 

5 yet now when grief comes on you and devastates you, 

you yourself are troubled. 

6 And so is not your fear in folly, 

as well as your hope and the wickedness of your way? 

7 Recall then, who being pure was ever destroyed, 

or when were the truthful completely destroyed? 

8 Just as I have seen people plowing in the wrong places, 

those who sow them reap grief for themselves. 

9 By a command of the Lord they shall be destroyed, 

and by the wind of his anger they shall be blotted out. 

10 The strength of the lion and the voice of the lioness 

and the exultation of the serpents have been extinguished. 

11 The lion has perished from not having food, 

and the cubs of the lion have abandoned one another. 

12 But if there had been any true speech in your words, 

none of these evils might have come to you. 

Shall my ear not receive special disclosures from him? 

13 But when fear falls upon humans, 

fear and nocturnal sounds, 

14 a shuddering fear fell upon me, 

and my bones shook greatly. 

15 And a breath came upon my face. 

And my hair and flesh quivered. 

16 I arose and observed nothing. 

I looked, and there was no shape before my eyes, 

but I heard only a breath and a voice. 

17 Because why? Shall a mortal be pure before the Lord, 

or a man be blameless by reason of his works, 

18 when he does not trust his servants, 

and he attributes some error to his messengers? 

19 But those who dwell in houses of clay, 

from which also they are made from the same clay, 

he swats them like a moth. 

20 And from morning until evening they are no more; 

they perish from not being able to help themselves. 

21 For he blows upon them, and they dry up. 

They perish from not having wisdom. 




5 But invoke as to whether anyone will listen to you 

or whether any of the holy angels will take heed. 

2 For anger destroys the foolish, 

and jealousy kills the one who goes astray. 

3 And I have seen foolish ones casting their root, 

but immediately their way of life was eaten. 

4 May their children be far from safety, 

and may they be ridiculed at the doorway of lesser folk, 

and may there be no deliverer. 

5 For whatever those who are righteous have gathered they shall eat, 

yet they shall not be delivered from evil; 

may their strength be exhausted. 

6 For trouble never comes out from the earth, 

nor does grief sprout from the hills. 

7 But humans are created for trouble, 

just as the young ones of a vulture fly toward high places. 

8 But rather I will implore the Lord, 

and I will call upon the Lord, the master of all, 

9 who does great and inscrutably glorious 

and extraordinary things that are without number, 

10 the one who gives rain on the earth, 

placing water on that which is under heaven, 

11 who makes the humble lofty 

and raises up those who are forsaken, 

12 who changes the counsels of the shrewd, 

and as a result their hands will not do truly, 

13 who takes the clever in their wisdom 

and confounds the counsel of schemers. 

14 By day darkness shall fall upon them, 

and at midday may they grope just like at night. 

15 But may they perish in war, 

and may the weak escape from the hand of the mighty. 

16 And may the weak have hope, 

but may the mouth of the unrighteous be blocked up. 

17 But blessed is the person whom the Lord reproves, 

and do not reject the warning of the Almighty. 

18 For he makes a person to feel pain, and again he restores; 

he strikes him, and his hands heal. 

19 He delivers you six times from distress, 

while at the seventh evil shall not destroy you. 

20 In famine he will rescue you from death, 

and in war he will deliver you from a merciless hand. 

21 He shall hide you from the scourge of a tongue, 

and you shall not be afraid of evils that come. 

22 You shall laugh at the unrighteous and lawless, 

and you shall not be afraid of wild beasts, 

23 for wild beasts shall live peaceably with you. 

24 Then you shall perceive that your household shall live peaceably, 

and the way of life of your tent shall not fail. 

25 And you shall come to know that your seed shall be many, 

and your children will be like the grass of the field. 

26 And you shall come to the grave like ripe grain being reaped according to its season, 

or like a heap on the threshing floor being collected according to its time. 

27 Behold, these things in this way we have examined, 

these things are what we have heard, 

but discern for yourself whether you have achieved anything.” 




Job: My Complaint Is Just

6 But answering, Job said, 

2 “If only someone would set out to weigh my anger 

and to take up my griefs in balance together. 

3 And indeed they would be heavier than the sand near the sea, 

but thus it seems my words are worthless. 

4 For the arrows of the Lord are in my body, 

whose wrath drinks up my blood; 

when I begin to speak, they pierce me. 

5 What then? Is it for no reason that the wild donkey brays 

other than it seeks grass? 

Yes, and will an ox break forth into crying over its trough when it has food? 

6 Can food be eaten without salt? 

And further, can there be any taste in empty words? 

7 For my anger cannot stop, 

since groaning I see my food like the smell of a lion. 

8 For if only he should concede, and my request should come, 

and the Lord should grant my hope. 

9 Having already started, may the Lord wound me 

but not finally destroy me. 

10 But may my city upon whose walls I have leapt on it, be a grave. 

I will not refrain, for I have not denied the holy words of my God. 

11 For what is my strength, that I remain, 

or what is my time, that my soul endures? 

12 Is my strength the strength of stones, 

or is my flesh like brass? 

13 Truly, have I not trusted in him? 

But help is far away from me. 

14 Mercy has rejected me, 

and the care of the Lord has neglected me. 

15 My neighbors did not behold me, 

forsaking me like a swollen winter brook 

or like a wave that passed by me. 

16 Those who were once wary of me now fall upon me 

like snow or compacted ice. 

17 When, melting as the heat rises, 

it is not known exactly what it was. 

18 So I also have been left by all, 

and I have been renounced, and I have become homeless. 

19 See the ways of the Temanites, 

those who distinguish the paths of the Shebaans. 

20 And those will be brought to shame 

who put their faith in cities and wealth. 

21 But now also you have come to me mercilessly, 

so that seeing my hurt you are afraid. 

22 For what? Did I ask anything of you? 

Or was I in need of wealth from you 

23 in order to save me from an enemy 

or to shield me from the hand of mighty ones? 

24 Teach me, and I will keep quiet; 

if I have erred in something, explain it to me. 

25 But thus, as it seems, worthless are the words of a true man, 

for I ask for no strength from you. 

26 Neither will your rebuke with words stop me, 

nor will I tolerate the sound of your speech. 

27 You even attack the orphan, 

and you insult your friend. 

28 But now, having looked into your faces, 

I will not lie. 

29 Sit down now and do not be unjust, 

and once more come together with the righteous. 

30 For there is no wrongdoing in my tongue, 

or does my throat not meditate on understanding? 




7 And is not the life of a person upon the earth a test, 

and his existence like a day laborer, 

2 or like an attendant who is afraid of his master and happens upon a shadow, 

or like a hired servant waiting for his pay? 

3 So I also endure patiently months of emptiness, 

and nights of pain are appointed to me. 

4 Whenever I fall asleep I say, ‘When will it be day?’ 

But when I rise up again, ‘When will it be evening?’ 

And I am full of pains from evening until morning. 

5 And my body is soaked in the decay of worms, 

and I am consumed, scraping away clods of earth from the pus. 

6 But my life is a minor subject 

and perishes in empty hope. 

7 Remember, then, that my life is a breath, 

and my eye will no longer return to see good. 

8 The eye of the one seeing me shall not look about for me. 

Your eyes are on me, and I am no more. 

9 As a cloud is cleared away from the sky, 

certainly a person who descends into Hades shall no longer rise up. 

10 Neither shall he return to his own house, 

nor shall his place know him anymore. 

11 Now then, no longer will I restrain my mouth; I shall speak. 

Being in distress, I shall open the bitterness of my soul, which is being held in. 

12 Am I a sea or a serpent 

that you appoint a watch over me? 

13 If I should say, ‘My bed will strengthen me,’ 

and I will raise the word with myself on my own bed, 

14 you alarm me with dreams, 

and with visions you terrify me. 

15 You will separate my life from my spirit 

and my bones from death. 

16 For I shall not live for eternity, so that I must be patient. 

Be gone from me, for my life is empty. 

17 For what is a person that you magnify him, 

or that you give a thought to him? 

18 Or will you execute a visit upon him until morning 

and judge him until the time of rest? 

19 How long will you not leave me nor release me, 

until possibly I should swallow my spit in pain? 

20 If I should sin, what will I be able to do, 

O you who establishes the mind of humans? 

On what account have you set me as an accuser of you, 

only to be a burden to you? 

21 And on what account did you not make my iniquity forgotten 

and a purification of my sin? 

But now I shall depart to the earth, 

and in my rising up I am no more.” 




Bildad Encourages Job to Repent

8 But answering, Bildad the Shuhite said, 

2 “How long will you speak these things? 

A wind of words is your mouth. 

3 Will the Lord be unjust when judging, 

or will he, having made all things, pervert righteousness? 

4 If your sons sinned before him, 

he sent them away by his hand for their iniquity. 

5 But you rise early to implore of the Lord Almighty. 

6 If it is pure and true, he will listen to your petition 

and restore to you a way of living in righteousness. 

7 It will then be, as your beginnings were small, 

so your conclusion will be great. 

8 For ask the former generation 

and examine concerning the family of your fathers. 

9 For we are of yesterday and are unaware, 

for our life upon the earth is a shadow. 

10 Surely will these not teach you and report 

and bring forth words from their heart? 

11 Does papyrus bloom without water, 

or reeds rise up without moisture? 

12 Yet being rooted, it will not have been reaped, 

unless each herb drinks, will it not wither? 

13 So hence shall be the end of all those who forget the Lord, 

for the hope of the wicked shall perish. 

14 For his house shall be uninhabitable, 

and his tent shall turn out to be a spider’s web. 

15 If he should prop up his house, it shall not stand, 

and should he take hold of it, it shall not endure. 

16 For it is moist under the sun, 

and his shoot shall come forth out of his decay. 

17 On a pile of stones he sleeps, 

and he shall live in the middle of pebbles. 

18 If the place should bring ruin, it will lie to him, 

‘Never have you seen anything like this.’ 

19 Because the destruction of the wicked is like this, 

but from the earth another shall sprout. 

20 For the Lord does not reject the innocent, 

but every gift of the wicked he shall not accept. 

21 But the mouth of the sincere he shall fill with laughter, 

and their lips with thanksgiving. 

22 But their enemies shall be clothed in shame, 

and the way of life of the wicked shall be no more.” 




Job: There Is No Mediator between God and Man

9 But answering, Job said, 

2 “In truth I know that it is this way, 

for how can there be a righteous mortal before the Lord? 

3 For if one wished to contend with him, he would not listen to him, 

so that he would not answer to one request of his out of a thousand. 

4 For he is wise in mind, strong, and also great. 

Who, having become hardened against him, has endured? 

5 It is he who wears down mountains—they do not know it— 

who overturns them in anger, 

6 who shakes the earth under heaven off its foundation, 

and its pillars quake, 

7 who speaks to the sun and it does not rise— 

concerning the stars, he seals them up; 

concerning his messengers, he thought them a bit crooked— 

8 who stretched out the heavens alone, 

and walks about upon the sea as upon the ground, 

9 who made Pleiades and Hesperus and Bear 

and the chambers of the south winds, 

10 who does great and inscrutable things, 

both glorious and extraordinary, which cannot be numbered. 

11 If he should pass over me, I would not notice, 

and if he should pass by me, likewise I would not perceive. 

12 If he should depart, who would bring him back? 

Or who would say to him, ‘What are you doing?’ 

13 For he has not turned back his anger; 

sea monsters under heaven are brought low beneath him. 

14 But if by chance he listened to me, 

truly he would judge my words. 

15 For though I am just, he will not listen to me. 

I will implore his judgment. 

16 And if I should call out and he should not listen, 

I would not believe that he had heard me. 

17 May he not destroy me by darkness, 

but he has made my wounds many in vain. 

18 For he does not permit me to recover my breath 

but fills me with bitterness. 

19 For since he is strong in power, 

who then can stand against his judgment? 

20 For if by chance I should be just, my mouth would act profanely, 

and if I should be blameless, I would prove to be in error. 

21 For even if I acted profanely, I do not know it in my soul, 

except he has taken away my life. 

22 Therefore I say, ‘Anger destroys the great and the mighty. 

23 For the worthless meet death by disaster, 

but the just are laughed at. 

24 For they have been handed over to the hands of the wicked.’ 

He covers the faces of judges. 

And if it is not he, who is it? 

25 But my life is nimble as a runner; 

they flee and do not see. 

26 And truly there is a track of the path of a ship 

or an eagle flying seeking after food. 

27 For if I should say that I will forget speaking, 

bending down my face I will offer lament. 

28 I shake in all my limbs, 

for I know that you will not suffer me as guiltless. 

29 But since I am wicked, 

why have I not died? 

30 For if I should wash clean with snow 

and should clean myself with spotless hands, 

31 you dip me fully in filth, 

and my clothing feels loathing for me. 

32 For he is not a person like me, by whom I can make equal evaluation, 

so that we may come together for judgment, 

33 if indeed there were a mediator for us, 

both deciding and hearing it out between us. 

34 Let him remove from me the rod, 

and do not let his fear distress me. 

35 Then I would not fear, but I shall speak, 

for thus, I am not aware of guilt. 




10 Being weary in my soul in lament I will send upon him my words. 

I will speak while being constrained by the bitterness of my soul. 

2 And I will say to the Lord, ‘Do not teach me to commit sacrilege, 

and why do you judge me thus? 

3 Or is it pleasing to you if I act unjustly, 

that I should reject the works of your hands? 

But you pay attention to the counsel of the ungodly. 

4 Or like a mortal sees do you see, 

or as a person beholds do you behold? 

5 Or is your life like a human, 

or your years like a man, 

6 that you investigate my iniquity 

and search out my sins? 

7 For you know that I have not acted wickedly, 

but who is there who can be rescued from your hands? 

8 Your hands formed me and made me. 

After these things, changing, you struck me. 

9 Remember that you formed me from clay, 

but will you return me again to the earth? 

10 Or did you not squeeze me out like milk 

and form me just like cheese? 

11 But you put skin and flesh on me; 

with bone and sinew you threaded me. 

12 And life and compassion you bestowed upon me, 

and your care watched over my spirit. 

13 Having these things in yourself, I know that you are capable of all things, 

and nothing is impossible for you. 

14 For if I should sin, you watch over me, 

but you do not make me innocent from iniquity. 

15 For if I should be impious, woe to me. 

But if I should be righteous, I am not able to lift up my head, 

for I am full of dishonor. 

16 For I am hunted like a lion for slaughter, 

for again, turning, you destroy me dreadfully. 

17 Renewing upon me my affliction, 

you both employed great anger toward me 

and brought trials upon me. 

18 Why, then, did you bring me forth from the belly, 

and I did not die, and no eye see me, 

19 and I become as if I do not exist? 

For why was I not removed from the womb to the grave? 

20 Or is not the time of my life short? 

Permit me to rest a little 

21 abefore the time of my going from where I shall not return, 

into a land of gloom and darkness, 

into a land of eternal gloom in which there is no light, 

nor does one see a mortal life.’ ” 




Zophar Rebukes Job

11 But answering, Zophar the Naamathite said, 

2 “The one who speaks many things should also listen in turn, 

or does the eloquent one also imagine himself to be righteous? 

3 Blessed is the short-lived offspring of a woman. 

Do not become a person of many words, 

for there is not one who can likewise judge you. 

4 For do not say, ‘I am pure in works 

and blameless before him.’ 

5 But how might the Lord speak to you 

and open his lips with you? 

6 Then will be revealed to you the power of wisdom, 

for it shall be double of what you have, 

and then you shall perceive that a just recompense to you 

for what you have sinned proved to be from the Lord. 

7 Or can you find the Lord’s footprint, 

or can you arrive at the end of what the Almighty has made? 

8 It is higher than heaven, and what will you do? 

And it is deeper than things in Hades; what can you know? 

9 Or it is longer than the measure of the earth, 

or it is wider than the sea. 

10 And if he should overturn all things, 

who will say to him, ‘What have you done?’ 

11 For he has known the works of the lawless, 

and seeing wrongs, will he not notice? 

12 And a person otherwise swims around in words, 

and a mortal offspring of a woman is like a donkey in the desert. 

13 For if you have made your heart pure, 

you also stretch out your hands toward him. 

14 If there is something evil in your hands, put it far off from you. 

And if there is wrongdoing, do not let it lodge in your dwelling. 

15 For thus you shall lift up your face as if like pure water 

and strip off filth and not be afraid. 

16 And you shall forget trouble like a wave that passes by, 

and you shall not tremble. 

17 But your prayer shall be like morning, 

and life shall rise over you as from mid-day. 

18 And you shall be persuaded, because there is for you hope, 

and from care and anxiety peace shall be displayed to you. 

19 For you shall be at rest, and there will not be one who quarrels with you, 

and turning, many will implore you. 

20 But salvation shall abandon them, for their hope is destruction, 

and the eyes of the wicked shall fail.” 




Job Responds to His Accusers

12 But answering, Job said, 

2 “So then you are humans. 

Surely with you wisdom will die. 

3 Indeed there is to me also a heart like yours. 

4 For a righteous and blameless man has come to mockery. 

5 For at an appointed time he was prepared to fall under others, 

and his house is pillaged by evil ones. 

6 But let not, however, anybody, being evil, trust that he shall be seen as innocent, 

as many provoke to anger the Lord, 

as if also there shall be no affliction for them. 

7 But now ask animals if they should speak to you, 

and birds of the heavens if they should tell you. 

8 Tell the earth if it should show you, 

and the fish of the sea shall explain to you. 

9 Who therefore has not perceived in all these things 

that the Lord’s hand has done these things? 

10 Except in his hand is the life of all living things 

and the spirit of all humans. 

11 For indeed a mind distinguishes words, 

and a throat tastes grains. 

12 In abundant time there is wisdom, 

and in long life there is understanding. 

13 With him there is wisdom and power; 

to him belong counsel and understanding. 

14 If he should cut down, who shall restore? 

If he should close to a person, who shall open? 

15 If he should withhold the water, he will dry up the earth, 

and if he should let it loose, he destroys it by overthrowing it. 

16 With him there is strength and power; 

to him belong understanding and intelligence. 

17 Leading away counselors as prisoners, 

he also confounds judges of the earth. 

18 Seating kings upon thrones, 

he also ties a belt around their waist. 

19 Dismissing priests as prisoners, 

he also overthrows the mighty of the earth. 

20 Altering the language of the trustworthy, 

he also knows the understanding of elders. 

21 Pouring dishonor upon rulers, 

he also heals the humble. 

22 Revealing the deep out of darkness, 

he also brings forth the shadow of death into light, 

23 enlarging a people and leading them to destruction. 

24 Altering the minds of the rulers of the earth, 

he also misleads them in a way that they do not know. 

25 May they grope in darkness with no light, 

and may they be misled as though drunk. 




13 Behold, these things my eye has seen, 

and my ear has heard. 

2 And I have known as much as also you yourselves know, 

and I am not with any less understanding than you. 

3 Nevertheless, I will speak with the Lord, 

and I will reprimand before him if he wishes. 

4 But you are unrighteous physicians, 

and you are all evil surgeons. 

5 But it may be best to you to keep quiet, 

and it shall turn out to be wisdom to you. 

6 Hear the reproof of my mouth, 

and give heed to the judgment of my language. 

7 And so do you not speak before the Lord, 

and before him do you utter deceit? 

8 Or will you yourselves draw back, 

and you yourselves become judges? 

9 For it shall be good if he should search you out, 

for despite all the things you may do, you shall be handed over to him. 

10 In no way shall he reproach you any less, 

if we also shall honor faces secretly. 

11 And so, will not the dread of him distress you, 

and the fear of him fall upon you? 

12 But your pride shall come to nothing, just like ashes, 

and your body just like clay. 

13 Keep quiet so that I may speak 

and that I may give rest to my wrath. 

14 Taking my flesh into my teeth, 

I shall also place my life in my hand. 

15 Possibly the Mighty One shall subdue me, even given that he has surely begun, 

yet I shall speak and reprove against him. 

16 And this shall turn out to my salvation, 

for no deceit shall enter in before him. 

17 Hear, hear my words, 

for I shall declare for your hearing. 

18 Behold, I am near my judgment; 

I know that I shall be shown as righteous. 

19 For who is there who judges me? 

Because then I shall keep quiet and come to an end. 

20 But furnish two things to me; 

then from your face I shall not hide. 

21 Keep your hand from me, 

and let not your fear terrify me. 

22 Then I shall call and listen to you, 

or speak, and I shall give an answer to you. 

23 How many are my sins and my iniquities? 

Teach me what they are. 

24 Why do you hide from me 

and think me an enemy to you? 

25 Or as a leaf shaken by a wind will you be afraid, 

or as grass carried by a wind will you set yourself over against me? 

26 For you have inscribed evil things concerning me 

and have placed around me the sins of youth. 

27 But you placed my feet in stocks 

and kept watch over all of my works, 

and to the roots of my feet you have reached. 

28 I am that which is made old just like a wineskin 

or like a cloak eaten by moths. 




14 For a mortal, born of a woman, 

is short-lived and full of anger. 

2 Or, like a flower blooming, he falls off, 

and he flees like a shadow and does not stand. 

3 And have you not made an account of such a one 

and caused such a one to enter into judgment before you? 

4 For who is spotless of filth? No one! 

5 And if his life is one day upon the earth, 

and his months are numbered with him, 

you have made him for a time, 

and he shall not go beyond it. 

6 Draw away from him, so that he may be at rest 

and find pleasure in life like a hired servant. 

7 For there is hope for a tree, 

for if it is cut down yet it shall bloom, 

and its shoot shall not come to an end. 

8 For if its root should grow old in the earth, 

and its stump should die in rock, 

9 from the smell of water it shall bloom 

and shall create a crop as though newly planted. 

10 But a man dying is gone, 

and a mortal falling no longer exists. 

11 For with time a sea becomes exhausted, 

and a river being made desolate dries up. 

12 And a person falling asleep may not rise up 

until possibly the sky is dissolved, 

and they shall not be awakened out of their sleep. 

13 If only you had kept me in Hades 

and had hid me until possibly your anger was quelled, 

and you appointed to me a time in which you made remembrance of me. 

14 For if a person should die, shall he live, 

having completed the days of his life? 

I shall endure until I shall exist again. 

15 So then you shall call, and I shall listen to you, 

and the works of your hands you shall not reject. 

16 And you numbered my practices, 

and not one of my sins shall pass by you. 

17 And you sealed my transgressions in a purse 

and marked whether I deviated from anything involuntarily. 

18 And even a mountain falling shall crumble, 

and a rock shall wear down from its place. 

19 Waters wear away stones, 

and calmly flowing waters wash away a mound of earth, 

and you destroy a person’s expectation. 

20 You push him to completion, and he is gone; 

you establish his face, and you dismiss him. 

21 And though his sons become many, he does not know; 

and if they become few, he does not perceive. 

22 But as his flesh suffers, 

his soul also mourns.” 




Eliphaz Accuses Job of Pride

15 And answering, Eliphaz the Temanite said, 

2 “And so will a wise man give as an answer a breath of understanding 

and be filled with the grief of his belly, 

3 deciding in speech that does not bind, 

in words that benefit nothing? 

4 And have you not rejected fear 

and perpetrated speech such as this before the Lord? 

5 You are guilty by the speech of your mouth, 

nor can you distinguish the speech of the Almighty. 

6 May your mouth reproach you, and not I, 

but your language shall bear witness against you. 

7 What! Are you the first person to come into being, 

or were you established before the hills? 

8 Or have your heard the Lord’s body of doctrine, 

and to you has wisdom arrived? 

9 For what do you know that we do not know, 

or what do you understand that we do not also? 

10 And the old and ancient are among us, 

more advanced in days than your father. 

11 You have been whipped little for what you have sinned, 

though you have spoken exceedingly much. 

12 Why has your heart dared, 

or what have your eyes rushed after, 

13 that you let loose wrath before the Lord 

and bring forth speech such as this from your mouth? 

14 For who, being mortal, hence shall be blameless, 

or thus born of woman will be existing as righteous? 

15 If, concerning the holy ones, he does not trust, 

and heaven is not pure before him, 

16 yet alas, abhorrent and impure is man, 

drinking wrongdoing just like a banquet. 

17 But I shall declare to you. Listen to me. 

What now I have seen I shall declare to you. 

18 What the wise shall speak 

their fathers have not hidden. 

19 To them alone the land was given, 

and no stranger came upon them. 

20 All the life of the wicked is spent in anxiety, 

and the years given to the mighty are numbered, 

21 and his fear is in his ears. 

When he should imagine that now he lives peaceably, 

his destruction shall come. 

22 Let him not trust himself to return from darkness, 

for he has already been charged to a merciless hand. 

23 But he has been appointed as bread for vultures, 

and he has known within himself that he waits for disaster, 

and a gloomy day shall distress him. 

24 And distress and affliction shall take hold of him. 

His fall is like a commander who stands in the first rank. 

25 For he has lifted up his hand against the Lord, 

and against the Lord Almighty he has exalted himself. 

26 And he ran against him in pride, 

on the thickness of the back of his shield. 

27 For he has covered his face with his fat, 

and he has made a wrinkle upon his thighs. 

28 And may they lodge in desolate cities, 

and may they enter into uninhabitable houses, 

and what they prepare, others shall carry off. 

29 Neither shall he grow rich nor shall his possessions remain. 

He shall not cast a shadow upon the earth. 

30 Neither may he escape the darkness. 

May the wind wither his shoot, 

and may his flower fall off. 

31 Let him not trust that he shall endure, 

for it shall prove to be empty for him. 

32 His vine shoot shall be ruined before its time, 

and his branch shall not flourish. 

33 But may he be gathered in as an unripe grape before its time, 

and may he fall off like the blossom of an olive tree. 

34 For death is the testimony of a wicked person, 

and fire shall burn the houses of those who take bribes. 

35 And in the womb he shall receive griefs, 

and it shall turn out empty for him, 

and his belly shall endure deceit.” 




Job: You Are Bad Comforters

16 And answering, Job said, 

2 “I have heard many things like this. 

You are all bad comforters. 

3 For what order is there in words of wind, 

or what troubles you that you should answer? 

4 I also could speak like you, 

if your soul were also in the place of mine. 

5 aThen I would insult you with words 

and shake my head against you. 

6 bBut if there were strength in my mouth, 

I would also not restrain the movement of my lips. 

7 For if I speak, will I not suffer the hurt, 

and if I also remain silent, how will I be wounded less? 

8 But now he has made me weary, foolishly consuming me. 

And you seized me, 

9 so that it became a testimony and rose up in me. 

My lie was answered again to my face. 

10 Acting in anger, he cut me down. 

He gnashed his teeth against me. 

The arrows of his raiders fell upon me. 

11 He attacked with the sharp arrows of his eyes. 

He struck me down to my knees. 

And together they ran against me. 

12 For the Lord gave me up into the hands of the unrighteous 

and threw me upon the wicked. 

13 While living peacefully, he broke me. 

Taking me by the hair, he plucked. 

He set me down like a target. 

14 They encircled me with spears, aiming at my kidneys. 

Not having pity, they poured my gall onto the earth. 

15 They cut me down fall after fall. 

They ran at me as they were able. 

16 They sewed sackcloth upon my skin, 

and my strength has been extinguished upon the earth. 

17 My belly has been consumed by weeping, 

and a shadow is upon my eyes. 

18 But in no way is there injustice in my hand, 

and my prayer is pure. 

19 Earth, do not cover over the blood of my flesh, 

nor be a place for my crying. 

20 Even now, behold, my witness is in heaven, 

and the one who knows me is on high. 

21 May my petition reach the Lord, 

and before him may my eye stream. 

22 May he yet be a reproof for humanity before the Lord, 

even as the son of man to his neighbor. 

23 But after my few years have come, 

I shall also go the way by which I shall not turn back. 




17 I am destroyed, being carried away by the wind, 

and I implore for a burial and do not find it. 

2 I entreat, being weary. 

What shall I do? 

3 But strangers have stolen my possessions. 

Who is this? Let him bind my hand. 

4 Since you hid their mind from wisdom, 

because of this, you will not raise them up. 

5 He shall declare wickedness as a portion, 

but his eyes have failed concerning my sons. 

6 But he made me common talk among people, 

and I have turned out to be an occasion for laughter for them. 

7 For my eyes have become dim from anger. 

I have been harassed greatly by all. 

8 Wonder seizes sincere people concerning this, 

and a righteous one should rise up against a lawless one. 

9 But a trustworthy person may have his own way, 

and clean hands may take up courage. 

10 But truly, let all of you set yourselves firmly and come on now. 

For I do not find truth among you. 

11 My days have passed in groaning, 

and the strings of my heart have broken. 

12 I have set night into day. 

Light is nearer than the face of darkness. 

13 For if I should endure, Hades will be my house, 

and in darkness my bedding will have been spread. 

14 I appealed to death to be my father, 

and decay to be my mother and sister. 

15 Where then is there any further hope for me? 

Shall I see any good things for me? 

16 Or will they descend with me into Hades? 

Or shall we descend together into the sepulchral mound?” 




Bildad: God Punishes the Wicked

18 And answering, Bildad the Shuhite said, 

2 “When will you cease? 

Stop in order that we too may speak to these things. 

3 Why have we, like animals, 

remained silent before you? 

4 Anger has possessed you. 

For what, if you should die? 

Will it be uninhabitable under heaven, 

or will the mountains be overturned from their foundations? 

5 Even the light of the wicked will be extinguished 

and shall not turn out to be a flame for them. 

6 His light is darkness in his dwelling, 

and his lamp shall be extinguished. 

7 May the least of men seek after his possessions, 

and may his counsel cause him to stumble. 

8 And his foot has been thrown into a trap. 

May he become entangled in a net. 

9 And may traps come upon him, 

while thirsting shall overpower him. 

10 A rope for him has been concealed in the earth, 

and a trap for him upon the path. 

11 aMay griefs, circling about, destroy him, 

and may many things come around his foot, bringing severe hunger. 

12 But a disastrous fall has been made ready for him. 

13 May the toes of his feet be eaten, 

and death shall consume his beautiful things. 

14 And may health be broken off from his dwelling, 

and may he have for himself distress by royal decree. 

15 It shall encamp in his tent in his night. 

His beautiful things shall be thickly sown with brimstone. 

16 His roots shall dry up from beneath, 

and his crop shall fall away from above. 

17 May his memory perish from the earth, 

and he has a name upon the face outside. 

18 May someone push him from light into darkness. 

19 He shall not be known among his people, 

neither shall his house be saved under heaven. 

But strangers shall live among his things. 

20 The last lamented concerning him, 

and the first had wonder. 

21 These are the houses of the unjust, 

and this is the place of those who do not know the Lord.” 




Job Expects Vindication

19 And answering, Job said, 

2 “How long will you make my soul weary 

and bring me down with your words? 

3 Know only that the Lord did this to me. 

Thus you speak of me. Not being ashamed of me, you attack me. 

4 Indeed now in all truth I myself erred, 

and error lodges in me, 

4a to speak inappropriate words, 

but my words err and are not timely. 

5 But alas, that you magnify yourselves against me 

and attack me with reproach. 

6 Know then that it is the Lord who has troubled me, 

and he has raised up his stronghold against me. 

7 Behold, I laugh at reproach, and I shall not speak. 

I shall cry out, and nowhere is there judgment. 

8 I have been enclosed in a ring and cannot cross over. 

He has put darkness over my face. 

9 And he has stripped off my glory from me, 

and he has taken away the crown from my head. 

10 He has torn me asunder round about, and I have been destroyed. 

And he has cut down my hope like a tree. 

11 And he applies his terrible anger against me, 

and he thinks of me as if an enemy. 

12 And his raiders have come together against me. 

Those lying in wait encircled my ways. 

13 My brothers drew away from me. 

They know strangers rather than me. 

And my friends have become merciless. 

14 My neighbors do not take notice of me, 

and those who know me forget my name. 

15 The neighbors in my house and my handmaids, 

I am a stranger before them. 

16 I called my attendant and he did not listen. 

And my mouth begged. 

17 And I approached my wife and summoned, 

flattering my concubine’s sons. 

18 And they have rejected me for eternity. 

When I arise, they speak against me. 

19 Those who know me feel loathing for me; 

those whom indeed I have loved, they have risen up against me. 

20 My flesh decays in my skin, 

and my bones are seized in my teeth. 

21 Have mercy on me, have mercy on me, O friends, 

for the hand of the Lord is fastening upon me. 

22 Why do you pursue me like the Lord, 

and with my flesh are not satisfied? 

23 For how possibly should my words be given over to be written 

and to be put on a document for eternity 

24 with a stylus of iron and in lead? 

25 For I know that an eternal one exists, 

one who is about to free me upon the earth, 

26 to raise up my skin, which endures these things. 

For by the Lord these things were fulfilled in me, 

27 of which I myself am aware, 

which my eye has seen, and not another. 

And all things have been accomplished through me in my bosom. 

28 But if you should also say, ‘How shall we speak against him?’ 

and ‘The root of the matter we shall find in him,’ 

29 indeed, you yourselves should also be afraid of deceit; 

for wrath against evil ones shall come, 

and then they shall know where their substance is.” 




Zophar: The Wicked Will Be Destroyed

20 But answering, Zophar the Naamathite said, 

2 “I have thus not thought to oppose you about these things, 

nor do you understand more than even I do. 

3 I shall hear my shameful correction, 

and a spirit of understanding will answer me. 

4 Have you not known these things from of old, 

from when humanity was put upon the earth? 

5 But the merriment of the wicked is a disastrous fall, 

and the joy of the lawless is destruction; 

6 even if his gifts should go up into the heavens, 

and his sacrifice should reach the clouds. 

7 For when he should imagine that now he has been established, 

then he shall be destroyed completely, 

and those who know him shall say, ‘Where is he?’ 

8 Spreading out like a dream he shall not be found, 

and he shall fly like a phantom at night. 

9 The eye looked and shall not continue, 

and no longer shall his place notice him. 

10 May weaker men destroy his sons, 

and his hands kindle grief. 

11 His bones were once filled with his youth 

and shall sleep upon the mound with him. 

12 Though wickedness may taste sweet in his mouth, 

he shall hide it under his tongue. 

13 He shall not restrain it and shall not desert it, 

and he shall gather it in the middle of his throat. 

14 And he shall not suffer to help himself. 

The gall of an asp is in his belly. 

15 The unrighteous wealth that he gathered shall be vomited forth; 

an angel shall drag him from his house. 

16 But may he suck the wrath of serpents, 

and may the tongue of a serpent destroy him. 

17 May he not see the milking of grazing herds, 

nor a supply of honey and butter. 

18 In emptiness and vanity he labored for wealth, 

from which he shall not taste, 

like tough meat, unchewed, not to be swallowed. 

19 For he crushed the houses of many strong ones 

and seized a dwelling, even that he did not set up. 

20 His salvation is not in his possessions. 

He shall not be saved by his desire. 

21 There was no remainder of his food. 

Because of this, his good things shall not flourish. 

22 And when he should imagine himself now to be full, 

he shall be afflicted, and every distress shall come upon him. 

23 If somehow his belly should become full, 

may God send upon him a fury of wrath. 

May griefs wash over him. 

24 And may he not be saved from a merciless hand. 

May a copper bow wound him. 

25 And may an arrow pierce through his body, 

and stars walk about in his dwelling. 

Let fears be over him. 

26 And may every darkness await him. 

Unquenchable fire shall consume him, 

and may a stranger mistreat his house. 

27 And may heaven disclose his evil ways, 

and the earth rise up against him. 

28 May destruction bring down his house completely. 

May the day of anger come upon him. 

29 This is the portion of a wicked person according to the Lord, 

and the possession belonging to him according to the Overseer.” 




Job: The Wicked Prosper

21 And answering, Job said, 

2 “Listen, listen to my words, 

in order that there should be for me this encouragement from you. 

3 Lift me and I shall speak. 

Then you will not mock me. 

4 For what! Is my reproving from humans? 

Rather why should I not be provoked? 

5 Looking at me, you shall marvel, 

while putting a hand on your cheek. 

6 For if I should remember it, I become troubled, 

and griefs seize my flesh. 

7 Why do the wicked live 

and grow old in wealth? 

8 Their seed is according to their life, 

and their children are in their eyes. 

9 Their houses flourish, and nowhere is there fear, 

and the scourge of the Lord is not upon them. 

10 Their ox does not miscarry, 

and their pregnant one is safe and does not stumble. 

11 And they remain like eternal sheep, 

and their children play, 

12 taking up a harp and lyre, 

and they are cheered by the sound of a psalm. 

13 And they finish their life in blessing, 

and they sleep in the rest of Hades. 

14 And he says to the Lord, ‘Remove yourself from me. 

I do not wish to know your ways. 

15 What is the Mighty One that I should serve him, 

and what advantage is it that I should encounter him?’ 

16 For good things are in their hands, 

and he does not look upon the works of the wicked. 

17 But truly, however, shall not even the lamp of the wicked be extinguished, 

and destruction come upon them, 

and pains seize them from anger? 

18 But they shall be like chaff under the wind, 

or like a cloud of dust that is caught beneath a whirlwind. 

19 May his possessions desert his sons. 

He shall repay him, and he shall understand. 

20 May his eyes see his own destruction, 

and may he not be kept safe by the Lord. 

21 For is his concern for his house with him? 

And has the number of his months been dispensed? 

22 And so is it not the Lord who teaches understanding and knowledge? 

And he himself shall judge murders. 

23 This one shall die in the strength of his sincerity, 

complete, both being prosperous and flourishing. 

24 And his insides are full of fat, 

and his marrow runs throughout. 

25 But another one dies in the bitterness of life, 

not eating anything good. 

26 But they sleep together upon the earth, 

and decay covers them. 

27 Therefore I know you; 

for, daring, you attack me. 

28 So that you shall say, ‘Where is the house of the ruler, 

and where is the shelter of the dwellings of the wicked?’ 

29 Ask those who pass along the way, 

and do not be alienated by their signs. 

30 Because in the day of destruction the evil one is assuaged; 

in the day of his anger he shall be led away. 

31 Who shall announce his way to his face, 

and that which he himself has done, who shall repay him? 

32 And he himself is carried away to the tombs, 

and he lies awake upon the biers. 

33 The pebbles of the rain-swollen waters tasted sweet to him, 

and all humans shall depart after him, 

and countless are those before him. 

34 And how you encourage me with empty things. 

But for me to bring an end to you is nothing.” 




Eliphaz Accuses Job of Sin

22 But answering, Eliphaz the Temanite said, 

2 “And so is it not the Lord who teaches understanding and knowledge? 

3 For what does the Lord care if you are blameless in works, 

or what advantage is it that you should reject your ways? 

4 Or shall he reprove you, taking account of you, 

and shall he enter together with you into judgment? 

5 And so is not your wickedness great, 

and your sins countless? 

6 And you took a pledge from your brothers for no reason, 

and you took away clothing from the naked. 

7 Nor did you give water to those who thirsted, 

but you deprived a morsel to those who hungered. 

8 And you honored the faces of some, 

and you settled them upon the earth. 

9 And you sent forth widows with nothing, 

and you mistreated orphans. 

10 Therefore snares surround you, 

and disastrous war troubles you. 

11 The light turns out to be darkness for you, 

and when you sleep water covers you. 

12 Does not he who dwells in the high places observe 

and humble those being carried away by pride? 

13 And you say, ‘What does the Almighty know?’ 

or ‘Does he judge against the darkness?’ 

14 A cloud is his hiding place, and he shall not be seen, 

and he passes through the circle of the heavens. 

15 Will you keep to the eternal path 

that righteous men walked on? 

16 These were laid hold of out of time, 

a river having washed away their foundations. 

17 These were saying, ‘What shall the Lord do to us?’ 

or ‘What shall the Almighty bring upon us?’ 

18 And it is he who fills their houses with blessings, 

but the counsel of the wicked is far from him. 

19 Seeing, the righteous laugh, 

and the blameless mock. 

20 Except their foundation has been removed, 

and fire has consumed their remnant. 

21 Become hard now, if you are to endure. 

Then shall your fruit be a blessing. 

22 Cast out a confession from his mouth, 

and take up his words in your heart. 

23 But if you return and humble yourself before the Lord, 

you make injustice far off from your way of life. 

24 You shall be put upon a mound on a rock, 

even like a rock of the wadi of Ophir. 

25 Then the Almighty shall be your help from enemies, 

and he shall restore you pure, 

like silver that has been tried by fire. 

26 Then you shall speak freely before the Lord, 

looking up into the heavens cheerfully. 

27 And when you are praying to him, he shall listen to you, 

and he shall give to you so that you may repay your vows. 

28 And he shall restore a way of life of righteousness to you, 

and there shall be light upon your ways. 

29 Because you humbled yourself, and you will say, ‘He is arrogant!’ 

And the one who is casting down his eyes, he saves. 

30 He shall rescue the innocent, 

and you shall be kept safe by your clean hands.” 




Job Longs for God

23 But answering, Job said, 

2 “And now I know that my reproving is from my hand, 

and his hand has become heavy upon my groaning. 

3 But how then might I know that I might find him 

and might come to an end. 

4 And I could speak of my judgment 

and fill my mouth with rebuke. 

5 And I would know remedies that he would speak to me 

and perceive what he would tell me. 

6 And in great power he should come upon me; 

then he will not deal with me by threat. 

7 For truth and rebuke are from him, 

and he could bring my judgment to an end. 

8 For if I go to the beginning and I am there no longer, 

and the things of the last, what have I known? 

9 When he acted on the left, I could not detain him. 

When he shall act on the right, also I shall not see him. 

10 For already he has known my way, 

and he has judged me like gold. 

11 And I shall go forth in his commands, 

for his ways I shall keep and not turn away. 

12 And I shall not pass by his commands, 

and in my bosom I shall conceal his words. 

13 But even if he himself should judge in this way, 

who is there who can oppose him? 

For what he himself wants he also does. 

14 aFor this reason I become troubled by him, 

and being instructed I considered him. 

15 Concerning this I shall be careful of his face. 

I shall understand and tremble from him. 

16 But the Lord weakened my heart, 

and the Almighty troubled me. 

17 For I did not know that darkness would come upon me, 

and darkness would cover my face. 




24 And why does time go unnoticed by the Lord? 

2 But the wicked overstep a boundary, 

seizing a flock with its shepherd. 

3 They carry off the ass of orphans 

and take in pledge the ox of a widow. 

4 They shun the weak from the righteous way. 

The meek of the earth are hidden together. 

5 But they turn out like donkeys in the field, 

going out for me on their own order. 

His food is sweet for his children. 

6 They reaped a field that was not theirs before its time. 

The weak worked the vineyards of the wicked, 

without reward and without food. 

7 Many sleep naked without garments, 

and the clothing of their life they have taken away. 

8 They are made wet by the drizzle of the mountains. 

Because they have no shelter, they gather around a rock. 

9 They snatch away the orphan from the breast, 

and they humble those who have failed. 

10 And they have lain down naked wrongfully, 

and, being hungry, they have taken away their morsel. 

11 Wrongfully they lie in wait in narrow places, 

and they do not know the way of the righteous. 

12 He has thrown out those of the city and of their own houses, 

and the life of infants has lamented greatly. 

13 But why has he not made a visitation of these? 

They were upon earth and did not notice, 

and the way of righteousness they did not know, 

nor did they go along their paths. 

14 And perceiving their works, he hands them over into darkness, 

and in the night he shall be like a thief. 

15 And the eye of the adulterer watches for darkness, 

saying, ‘No eye shall notice me.’ 

And he makes a covering for his face. 

16 They dig through houses by darkness, 

sealing themselves up by day. 

They do not observe the light. 

17 For with one mind the morning is the shadow of death to them, 

for they shall observe the trouble of the shadow of death. 

18 He is nimble upon the face of the water. 

May their portion upon the earth be cursed; 

may their plants be brought to light 

19 and bare upon the earth, 

for the arms of orphans were snatched away. 

20 So then, his sin is remembered, 

and like the mist of dew he has become unseen. 

And may the things that he has done be repaid to him, 

and may each unjust one be crushed just like rotten wood. 

21 He did not treat the barren woman well, 

and to the wifeless he did not show mercy. 

22 But in wrath he overthrows the weak. 

Therefore raising up he shall not trust in his own life. 

23 When being weak, let him not hope to become healthy, 

but he shall fall to sickness. 

24 For his exaltation has afflicted many, 

but he has withered like a mallow by burning heat, 

or like an ear of corn falling off on its own from the stalk. 

25 But if it is not so, who is the one who declares me to speak falsely 

and shall make my words as nothing?” 




Bildad: Man Is a Worm

25 But answering, Bildad the Shuhite said, 

2 “For what parable or fear is there from him, 

the one who makes the whole world in the highest? 

3 For do not let anyone think that there is respite for raiders. 

But upon whom will there not come an ambush from him? 

4 For how shall a mortal be righteous before the Lord, 

or who can possibly cleanse him who is born of a woman? 

5 If he orders the moon, then it does not shine, 

and stars are not spotless before him. 

6 Yet alas a person has rottenness, 

and a son of humanity is a worm.” 




Job: God Is Awesome

26 And answering, Job said, 

2 “To whom do you belong, 

or whom are you about to help? 

And so is it not the one who has much power 

and who has a strong arm? 

3 Whom have you advised? 

Is it not the one who has all wisdom? 

Whom shall you follow? 

Is it not the one who has great power? 

4 Through whom did you declare your words, 

and by whose breath is that which comes out of you? 

5 Are not giants brought forth 

from beneath the water and its neighbors? 

6 Hades is naked before him, 

and there is no covering for destruction. 

7 He stretches out the north wind upon nothing; 

he hangs the earth upon nothing. 

8 He binds the water in his clouds, 

and the cloud does not split under it. 

9 With the face of his throne prevailing, 

his cloud is spread out upon it. 

10 With a command he made a circle upon the face of the water, 

until the completion of light with darkness. 

11 The pillars of the heavens are spread out 

and are confounded by his rebuke. 

12 By power he hindered the sea, 

and by understanding he laid low the sea monster. 

13 And the barriers of the heavens fear him, 

and by a command he killed the rebel serpent. 

14 Behold, these are a part of his way, 

and at the least word we shall listen to him. 

And who knows when he shall cause the strength of his thunder?” 




Job Maintains His Innocence

27 And still continuing, Job spoke in parable, 

2 “The God who has judged me thus, 

and the Almighty, who has embittered my life, lives. 

3 If my breath is still in me, 

and the spirit of God that remains in my nose, 

4 my lips will not speak evil, 

nor will my soul meditate on injustice. 

5 May it not be for me to declare you as righteous until perhaps I should die, 

for I shall not depart from my integrity. 

6 But having given heed to righteousness, I shall not let it go, 

for I am not conscious on my own part of having done wrong. 

7 No indeed, rather let my enemies be as the overthrow of the wicked, 

and those who rise up against me as the destruction of the lawless. 

8 For also, what is the hope of the wicked that he holds on? 

Trusting in the Lord, indeed, shall he be saved? 

9 Will God listen to his petition? 

Or when distress comes upon him, 

10 shall he have any confidence in the presence of him; 

or as he is appealing to him, shall he listen to him? 

11 But now I shall declare to you what is in the hand of the Lord. 

The things that are by the Almighty, I do not lie about. 

12 Behold all of you have known 

that you have imposed emptiness to emptiness. 

13 This is the portion of a wicked person from the Lord, 

but the possessions of the mighty come upon him from the Almighty. 

14 And if their sons shall become many, they shall be for destruction, 

and if also they should reach manhood, they shall beg. 

15 And no one shall show mercy to their widows. 

16 If they should gather silver like earth 

and should prepare gold just like clay, 

17 all these things the righteous shall acquire, 

and of his wealth the sincere shall take hold. 

18 And his house shall come to nothing, 

like moths and like a spider’s web. 

19 Having fallen asleep, the rich also shall continue no more. 

He shall open his eyes, and he shall exist no longer. 

20 Griefs have fallen upon him like water, 

and darkness has seized him by night. 

21 A burning wind shall take him up, and he shall go away, 

and it shall drive him away from his place. 

22 And he shall cast trouble upon him, 

and he shall not be spared from his hand. 

He shall run away in flight. 

23 He shall clap their hands at him 

and shall hiss at him from his place. 




28 For there is a place from where silver comes, 

and a place where gold is refined. 

2 For indeed iron comes from the earth, 

and copper likewise is quarried from stone. 

3 He has put order to darkness, 

and he himself knows accurately every boundary. 

Stone of darkness, 

and the shadow of death. 

4 There is a divide of the rain-swollen waters from ashes, 

and those who forget the way of the righteous stumble according to mortals. 

5 Earth, out of it comes food; 

below it, it turns like fire. 

6 Its stones are the place of a sapphire, 

and its gold a mound. 

7 The path, no bird knows it, 

and no vulture’s eye observes it. 

8 Sons of the insolent have not walked on it. 

Lions have not passed over it. 

9 He stretches out his hand on a flinty rock 

and overturns mountains from their roots. 

10 And he split whirlpools of rivers, 

and my eye saw every valuable thing. 

11 And he reveals the depths of rivers, 

and he unveils his own power to light. 

12 And where can wisdom be found, 

and what is the place of understanding? 

13 Mortals have not known the way to it, 

nor yet can it be found among humans. 

14 The deep said, ‘It is not in me,’ 

and the sea said, ‘It is not with me.’ 

15 One shall not give gold leaf in place of it, 

and silver may not be weighed in exchange for it. 

16 And it shall not be compared to the gold of Ophir, 

in costly onyx and sapphire. 

17 Gold and crystal are not equaled by it, 

and golden vessels are no price for it. 

18 Meteorites and crystals shall not be mentioned, 

yet draw upon wisdom for the innermost things. 

19 The topaz of Ethiopia shall not be equaled by it. 

It shall not be compared with pure gold. 

20 And where does one find wisdom? 

And what is the place of understanding? 

21 It has gone unnoticed by every person 

and has been hidden from the birds of the heavens. 

22 Destruction and Death said, 

‘And we heard a report of it.’ 

23 God well contrived its way, 

and he himself has known its place. 

24 For he himself observes the whole earth under the heavens, 

knowing the things on the earth, everything he made, 

25 the balance of the winds, 

the measures of the water. 

26 When he made them, seeing thus he numbered them, 

and its way by a shaking sound. 

27 Then he beheld it and described it; 

preparing, he searched it out. 

28 And he said to humans, ‘Behold, the fear of God is wisdom, 

and keeping away from evil is understanding.’ ” 




Job Continues His Defense

29 And still continuing, Job said in parable, 

2 “Who might have put me in the month, 

before the days in which God watched over me? 

3 Like when his lamp shone over my head, 

when by his light I walked through darkness, 

4 when I was being vigorous in my ways, 

when God acted in care of my house, 

5 when I was very abundant, 

and my children were round about, 

6 when my ways were poured out in butter, 

and the mountains poured out milk for me, 

7 when I went out at daybreak in the city, 

and a seat was assigned for me in the square. 

8 Seeing me, the young men hid, 

and the elders all stood. 

9 And the strong ones ceased speaking, 

putting a finger over their mouth. 

10 And those who heard blessed me, 

and their tongue clung to their throat. 

11 For the ear heard and blessed me, 

and the eye, seeing me, turned away. 

12 For I preserved the poor from the hand of the mighty, 

and I helped the orphan for whom there was no helper. 

13 May the blessing of one who is perishing come upon me, 

for the mouth of the widow blessed me. 

14 And I put on righteousness and clothed myself; 

justice is like a double cloak. 

15 I was eyes for the blind 

and feet for the lame. 

16 I myself was a father of the weak, 

and I searched out the cause that I did not know. 

17 And I crushed the teeth of the unrighteous; 

from the midst of their teeth I snatched away the prey. 

18 And I said, ‘My age shall grow old like the trunk of a palm. 

I shall live a great length of time.’ 

19 The root spread upon the water, 

and the dew lodged on my crop. 

20 My glory was new with me, 

and my bow goes forth in his hand. 

21 Listening to me, they gave heed. 

And they kept silent at my counsel. 

22 At my word they did not continue, 

and they became exceedingly glad whenever I spoke to them. 

23 Like the thirsting land receives the rain, 

thus these received my speech. 

24 If I laughed at them, they did not believe it, 

and the light of my face did not fail. 

25 I chose their way and sat as a ruler, 

and encamped like a king among armed men, 

whose manner was to encourage the suffering. 




30 But now the least mock me. 

Now they admonish me in turn, 

of whom their fathers I scorned, 

whom I did not consider worthy of my dogs for my flocks. 

2 And what is the purpose of the strength of their hands for me? 

It was destroyed completely for them. 

3 In want and hunger, childless, are those fleeing, 

waterless from before, in distress and misery, 

4 those who encompass the salty plants upon the sounded shore, 

for whom sea plants were their bread, 

dishonored and also being despised, 

in want of every blessing. 

5 Thieves have risen up against me, 

6 of whom their houses are caves in stone. 

7 Up in the midst of a shrub they shall cry out; 

they themselves live under wild brushwood. 

8 Sons of foolish men and dishonored, 

their names and fame are extinguished from the land. 

9 And now I myself am their lyre, 

and they have me for common talk. 

10 And they abhor me, drawing away far off, 

and they do not hesitate to spit in my face. 

11 For releasing his quiver for arrows, he mistreated me, 

and dismissed the restraint of my face. 

12 They rise up to the right of a sprout. 

They stretch out their foot and prepare a road for me, 

tracks of their destruction. 

13 They destroy my paths, 

for they stripped off my clothing. 

14 He shot me down with his arrows. 

He has used me like he has wished. 

I am soaked in grief. 

15 My griefs have returned. 

My hope has gone like the wind, 

and my salvation like clouds. 

16 And now my soul has been poured out upon me, 

and days of grief have seized me. 

17 And by night my bones were confused, 

and my sinews are loosened. 

18 With great strength he seizes my clothing, 

like the collar of my shirt he enwraps me. 

19 And you have thought of me just like clay, 

my portion is in dirt and ashes. 

20 But I cried to you, and you did not hear me. 

They stood and gazed at me. 

21 They came upon me mercilessly. 

You whipped me with a strong hand. 

22 And you have set me in grief, 

and you have thrown me from safety. 

23 For I know that death shall destroy me, 

for the earth is the house of every mortal. 

24 For if only it were that I would be able to subdue myself, 

or, imploring also another, yet he should do this for me. 

25 And I myself wept over each of the poor, 

and lamented, seeing a man in distress. 

26 And I myself, while waiting for blessings, 

behold, more evil days fell upon me. 

27 My belly boils over and does not stop rumbling. 

Days of poverty anticipate me. 

28 Lamenting, I have gone forth without restraint, 

and I have stood in the assembly crying out. 

29 I have become a brother of jackals 

and a companion of ostriches. 

30 And my skin has been darkened greatly, 

and my bones from burning heat. 

31 And my lyre has proved to be for mourning, 

and my psalm for my weeping. 




31 I have made a covenant with my eyes 

and shall not take notice of a virgin. 

2 And yet has God allotted from above? 

And what inheritance is there from the Mighty One from on high? 

3 Alas! destruction to the unrighteous, 

and alienation for those who do evil! 

4 Does he not see my way 

and count all my steps? 

5 But if I was going forth with scorners, 

and if also my foot has hurried to deceit, 

6 then may he place me in a righteous balance, 

but the Lord has seen my integrity. 

7 If my foot has turned away from the way, 

and if also my heart has followed after my eye, 

and if also I have accepted a bribe with my hands, 

8 then let me sow and others eat, 

and let me be uprooted from the land. 

9 If my heart has followed another man’s wife, 

and if I have come to lie in wait at her doors, 

10 then also may my wife satisfy another, 

and may my children be abased. 

11 For the wrathful anger is uncontrollable 

when a man’s wife has been defiled. 

12 For it is a fire that burns in every direction, 

and whatever perhaps it should come upon, it will destroy to its root. 

13 And if also I have despised the judgment of my attendant 

or handmaid when they pleaded with me, 

14 then how can I act whenever the Lord makes affliction for me? 

And also whenever he comes to visit, how shall I make an answer? 

15 And so was it not as I also came to be in the belly, 

those also came to be? And we came to be in the same womb. 

16 But the helpless did not miss whatever need they had, 

and I did not waste away the widow’s eye. 

17 And if also I have eaten my morsel alone, 

and not shared with the orphan, 

18 for from my youth I nourished them like a father, 

and from my mother’s womb I guided them, 

19 and if also I neglected the naked one who was perishing 

and did not clothe him, 

20 and if the helpless did not bless me, 

and their shoulders were not warmed by the fleece of my lambs, 

21 if I lifted up a hand against an orphan, 

trusting that great help was around me, 

22 then may my shoulder be removed from the collarbone, 

and may my arm be torn from the elbow. 

23 For fear constrained me, 

and I cannot endure under his burden. 

24 If I have appointed gold for my dust, 

and if also I have trusted precious stone, 

25 and if also I rejoiced at how great my wealth had become, 

and if also I set my hand on immeasurable wealth, 

26 or do we not see the shining sun come to an end and the moon wane, 

for there is no power in them. 

27 And if my heart was secretly deceived, 

and if my hand was placed upon my mouth, I kissed it. 

28 Let this also, then, be counted as a great evil for me, 

for I have spoken falsely before the Lord most high. 

29 And if also I come to rejoice at the misfortune of my enemies, 

and my heart says, ‘Good!’ 

30 then let my ear hear my curse, 

and, being mistreated, may I become common talk then among my people. 

31 And if also my handmaids have often said, 

‘Who would give us to be satisfied with his flesh!’ 

For I was very gracious. 

32 And the stranger did not lodge outside, 

and my door was opened to all who came. 

33 And if also sinning involuntarily, 

I concealed my sin. 

34 For I did not turn away from the crowds of the multitude, 

nor did I make myself known before them. 

And if also I permitted a helpless person to go out of my door 

with an empty bosom. 

35 Who should be given over to hear me? 

Yet if I had not been afraid of the hand of the Lord, 

and any written contract that I had against anyone, 

36 perhaps putting it upon my shoulders like a crown, 

I would read it. 

37 And if not tearing it up, I would restore it, 

having taken nothing from a debtor. 

38 If the land has lamented against me at some time, 

and if also its furrows have wept together, 

39 and if also its wealth I have eaten alone, without honor, 

and if also I have caused grief to the soul of the lord of the land by seizing from him, 

40 then in the place of wheat let nettles come up for me, 

and in the place of barley, bramble.” 




Elihu’s Rebuke

32 aAnd Job stopped his words. And so his three friends were quiet, no longer opposing Job. For Job was righteous before them. 2 But Elihu, son of Barachel, of the Buzites from the family of Ram of the territory of Ausitis, became angry. And he was very angry with Job, because he declared himself righteous before the Lord. 3 But also he was very angry with the three friends, because they were not able to answer in opposition to Job, even though they had designated him to be ungodly. 4 And Elihu had waited to give an answer to Job, because he was his elder in age. 5 And Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of the three men, and it provoked his anger. 

6 And replying, Elihu, son of Barachel, of the Buzites, said, 

“I am indeed young in age, and you yourselves are older. 

Therefore I kept quiet, being afraid to declare to you my own opinion. 

7 But I said, ‘Time is not the one who speaks. 

For from many years they do notknow wisdom.’ 

8 However, there is a spirit in mortals, 

and the breath of the Almighty is that which teaches. 

9 The long-lived are not wise, 

nor do the old men know judgment. 

10 Therefore I say, ‘Listen to me, 

and I shall declare to you what I know.’ 

11 Hearken to my words to you, 

having listened until whenever you had examined these words. 

12 And I shall take notice as much as you, 

and behold, there was no one reproving Job, 

answering again his words from among you. 

13 So do not say, ‘We have found wisdom by handing him over to the Lord.’ 

14 For you have entrusted a person to speak such words. 

15 They tremble; they do not answer any further; 

they are worn out from their words. 

16 I waited, since I did not speak, 

for they only stood; they did not answer.” 

17 And answering, Elihu said, 

18 “Again I shall speak since I am full of words, 

for the spirit of my belly destroys me. 

19 And my belly is like a wineskin of new wine, boiling and bound up, 

or like the bellows of a metalworker laboring. 

20 I shall speak, 

so that I may rest by opening my lips. 

21 For I shall not be dishonored by any person, 

but truly neither shall I be turned about by any mortal. 

22 For I do not know how to flatter faces, 

Otherwise moths shall eat me also. 




33 Nevertheless, hear my words, Job, 

and hearken to my speech. 

2 For behold I opened my mouth, 

and my tongue spoke. 

3 My heart is pure in words, 

and the understanding of my lips shall intend purity. 

4 The spirit of God makes me, 

and the breath of the Almighty is that which teaches me. 

5 If you are able, give me an answer to these things. 

Wait, stand against me and I myself against you. 

6 You yourself have been formed from clay as also I myself. 

We have been formed from the same material. 

7 The fear of me shall not distress you; 

neither shall my hand be heavy upon you. 

8 But you spoke in my ears; 

I have heard the sound of words. 

9 Because you say, ‘I am pure, not having sinned, 

I am blameless, for I do not act lawlessly. 

10 Yet he found fault against me, 

and he regards me as an enemy. 

11 And he has put my foot in a stock, 

and he watches over all of my ways.’ 

12 For how can you say, ‘I am righteous,’ and ‘He has not heard me’? 

For he who is above mortals is eternal. 

13 And you say, 

‘Why has he not heard every word of my cause?’ 

14 For when the Lord speaks once, 

or by a second time, 

15 a dream, or in a vision at night, 

as when a terrible fear falls upon people in slumber upon their bed, 

16 then he discloses the mind of people. 

He frightens them with such fearful forms 

17 to turn back a person away from wrongdoing, 

and he rescues his body from misfortune. 

18 And he spares his soul from death, 

and for him not to fall in battle. 

19 And again he reproves him upon sickness upon his bed 

and stiffens a multitude of his bones. 

20 And every edible bread he shall not be able to accept, 

and his soul shall desire food, 

21 until perhaps his flesh should decay, 

and his bones should be rendered bare. 

22 And his soul draws near to death, 

this life of his to Hades. 

23 If there should be a thousand angels of death, 

not one of them shall wound him. 

If he should think in his heart to return to the Lord, 

and should declare to a person his own fault, 

and should show his folly, 

24 he shall keep him from falling to his death, 

and he shall prop up his body like paint upon a wall, 

and shall fill his bones with marrow. 

25 And he softens his flesh like a child, 

and he shall restore him to manhood among people. 

26 And having prayed to the Lord, 

he also shall be acceptable to him, 

and he shall enter with cheerful face together with confession, 

and he shall restore righteousness to such people. 

27 Then next, that same person shall rebuke himself, 

saying, ‘What sort of thing have I done, 

and he has not judged me as worthy of what I have sinned?’ 

28 Save my soul so that it may not come to destruction, 

and my life shall see the light. 

29 Behold, all these things the Almighty works, 

three ways with a man. 

30 But he rescued my soul from death, 

so that my life might praise him in the light. 

31 Hearken, Job, and listen to me. 

Keep quiet, and I shall speak. 

32 If there is a word, answer me. 

Speak, for I want to justify you. 

33 If not, you yourself listen to me. 

Keep quiet, and I shall teach you.” 





Elihu Asserts God’s Justice

34 And continuing, Elihu said, 

2 “Listen to me, wise ones. 

O knowing ones, hearken to me. 

3 For an ear discerns words, 

and a throat tastes food. 

4 Let us make a judgment for ourselves. 

Let us perceive between ourselves whatever may be good. 

5 For Job has said, ‘I am righteous. 

The Lord removed my judgment. 

6 But he spoke falsely about my judgment. 

My arrow is violent, though I am without injustice.’ 

7 What man is like Job, 

drinking sarcasm like water, 

8 not sinning nor acting wickedly, 

nor taking part in the way of those who do evil, 

who go forth with the ungodly? 

9 For you should not say, ‘There shall not be any care of a man.’ 

Even so, there is care of him by the Lord. 

10 Therefore, those who are wise in heart, listen to me. 

Let it not be for me to act wickedly against the Lord 

and to pervert the righteous before the Almighty. 

11 But he shall repay a person according to how each of them does, 

and in a man’s path he shall find him. 

12 But should one imagine that the Lord does wrong? 

Or that the Almighty shall pervert justice, 

13 who made the earth? 

And who is the one who made what is under the heavens 

and all the things being there? 

14 For if he should wish to constrain himself, 

and to keep his spirit near him, 

15 all flesh would die together, 

and each mortal would depart to the earth, 

from where also he was formed. 

16 But if he would not admonish you, listen to these things. 

Hearken to the sound of words. 

17 You yourself behold the one who hates evil, 

and the one who destroys the wicked ones, 

who is eternally righteous. 

18 Ungodly is the one who says to a king, ‘You act unlawfully,’ 

and to rulers, ‘You are ungodly!’ 

19 This is who does not revere the face of an honored one, 

nor know how to assign honor to the pure, to honor their faces. 

20 But it shall prove to be empty for them, 

each crying and imploring of a man. 

For they dealt with others illegally, 

turning away the helpless. 

21 For he is a beholder of humanity’s works, 

and nothing of what they do has gone unnoticed by him. 

22 Neither is there a place to hide 

for those who do evil things. 

23 For he shall not put upon a man any longer, 

since the Lord watches over all. 

24 It is he who understands inscrutable things, 

glorious and also remarkable, 

which are not numbered. 

25 It is he who has made known their works 

and shall bring on the night and be humbled. 

26 And he extinguishes the ungodly, 

for they are visible before him. 

27 For they turned away from God’s law 

and did not observe his duties, 

28 so as to bring upon him the crying of the poor, 

and he shall listen to the crying of the needy. 

29 And when he himself maintains silence, 

also who shall render judgment? 

And when he hides his face, 

also who shall behold him? 

Whether concerning a people or whether a person, 

it is one and the same. 

30 So he makes a hypocritical person to be king, 

by reason of the people’s discontent. 

31 For there is one who says to the Almighty, ‘I have received; 

I shall not take a pledge from anyone. 

32 I shall look beyond myself. 

You yourself show me if I have done injury, 

and I shall not continue.’ 

33 Shall he repay him from you because he was rejected? 

For you yourself shall choose and not I. 

And whatever you know, speak. 

34 Therefore, those who are wise in heart shall say these things, 

and a wise man has heard my speech. 

35 But Job did not speak in understanding; 

his words are not in knowledge. 

36 Nevertheless, learn, Job. 

Do not give an answer like the foolish any longer, 

37 so that we do not continue with respect to our sin, 

and lawlessness be counted against us, 

as we speak many words against the Lord.” 




Elihu Rebukes Job

35 And continuing, Elihu said, 

2 “What is this? You deem yourself in justice. 

Who are you that you say, ‘I am righteous before the Lord’?a 

4 I myself shall give an answer to you, 

and to your three friends. 

5 Look up at the heavens and see. 

And observe well the clouds as higher than you. 

6 If you sinned, what will you do? 

And if also you acted lawlessly much, what are you able to do? 

7 And when then you are righteous, what shall you give him 

or what shall he receive from your hand? 

8 To a man like you, your impiety has influence, 

and to a son of man, the same with your righteousness. 

9 Those being misrepresented by a multitude have called out; 

they shall cry aloud from the strength of many. 

10 And it was not said, ‘Where is God who made me, 

who appointed a watch at night, 

11 who separates me from the animals of the earth, 

and from the birds of the heavens?’ 

12 There they have called out and he did not listen, 

even from the arrogance of the wicked. 

13 For the Lord does not wish to see wrongs, 

for he himself is the Almighty. 

He is a beholder 14 of those who accomplish evil things, 

and he shall save me. 

And will you decide before him 

whether you are capable to praise him as he is? 

15 And now, because he is not observing his anger, 

and he is not perceiving any transgression very much, 

16 so Job vainly opens his mouth. 

He makes weighty words in ignorance.” 




Elihu Proclaims God’s Greatness

36 And continuing, Elihu further said, 

2 “Remain with me a little while, so that I may teach you, 

for there is still speech in me. 

3 Taking my knowledge from afar, 

and my works being righteous, 

I shall speak in truth. 

4 and you shall not wrongfully take notice of unrighteous words. 

5 But know that the Lord would not reject the innocent, 

being strong in power of heart. 

6 He will not keep the wicked alive 

and will give judgment to the needy. 

7 He shall not take his eyes from the righteous, 

and also he shall set them on the throne with kings in victory, 

and they shall be exalted. 

8 And those who are bound in restraints, 

they shall be constrained in ropes of poverty. 

9 And he shall declare to them their works and their transgressions, 

for they shall be mighty. 

10 But he shall listen to the righteous 

and has said that they shall return from wrongdoing. 

11 If they listen and serve him, 

they shall complete their days in blessing 

and their years in dignity. 

12 But he does not preserve the wicked, 

since they themselves did not wish to know the Lord, 

and because, being admonished, they were not willing to hear. 

13 And hypocrites of heart shall set wrath. 

They shall not cry aloud that he has bound them. 

14 So may their soul die in youth, 

and their life be wounded by angels. 

15 Because they afflicted the weak and helpless, 

he shall reveal the judgment of the meek. 

16 And he enticed you from the mouth of the enemy, 

a deep over-pouring below him, 

and your table descended, 

full of abundance. 

17 But the judgment of the righteous shall not be late. 

18 But there shall be wrath upon the wicked, 

for the impiety of the bribes that they accepted for their injustices. 

19 Do not let your mind willingly turn you away from the petition of the helpless who are in distress. 

And all those who are strengthened by power, 

20 you should not drag out in the night, 

so that other people go up in place of them. 

21 But be careful that you do not do unrighteousness, 

for it is with reference to this that you chose by reason of poverty. 

22 Behold, the Almighty shall prevail by his power, 

for who is mighty like him? 

23 And who is the one who examines his works, 

or who is the one who can say, ‘He has done injustice?’ 

24 Remember that his works are greater than those men have begun. 

25 Each person has seen for himself how many mortals are being wounded. 

26 Behold, the Almighty is great, and we shall not know him. 

The number of his years is even infinite. 

27 And drops of rain shall be numbered by him 

and shall be poured out as rain in a cloud. 

28 Ancient things shall flow, 

and clouds overshadow innumerable mortals. 

28a He has assigned a season to livestock, 

and they know the order of their bed. 

28b Yet your thought is not astonished by all of these things, 

neither does your heart leap out from your body. 

29 And possibly someone is aware of his spreading out a cloud, 

as though it were his tent. 

30 Behold, the song will spread out upon him 

and cover the root of the sea. 

31 For by them he shall judge people. 

He shall give food to the one who hears. 

32 He covered the light with his hands 

and gave charge concerning it to those that come together. 

33 The Lord will declare concerning this to his friend, 

there is also a portion concerning injustice. 




37 And with this my heart stirs 

and moves from its place. 

2 Listen to a report by the anger of the Lord’s wrath 

and the discourse coming from his mouth. 

3 His power is under all the heavens, 

and his light is in the extremities of the earth. 

4 After that a voice shall cry aloud, 

it will thunder with the sound of his insult, 

and he will not bargain with them, 

for he will hear his voice. 

5 The Almighty will thunder wondrously with his voice, 

for he has done great things that we have not known. 

6 So he orders snow with, ‘Fall upon the earth,’ 

also winter, rain and winter of rains by his power. 

7 He seals up each person with his hand, 

so that each person may know his own weakness. 

8 And beasts enter into shelter 

and are at rest in bed. 

9 Pain comes from their chambers, 

and cold from mountain peaks. 

10 And from the breath of the Almighty he shall give frost, 

and he guides water however he may wish. 

11 And if a cloud covers over a chosen one, 

his light shall scatter the cloud. 

12 And he himself shall turn them in a circle by his guidance for their works, 

all as much as he might command them. 

These things he has ordered 

according to his will upon the earth. 

13 Whether for instruction, whether for his earth, 

whether for compassion, he shall find it. 

14 Hearken to these things, Job. 

Stand, those being instructed by the power of the Lord. 

15 We have known that God has assigned his works, 

making light from darkness. 

16 And he perceives the separation of the clouds, 

and the remarkable misfortune of the wicked. 

17 But your clothing is warm, 

and there is quiet upon the earth. 

18 Shall you establish with him for antiquity 

mighty things like a vision being poured out?a 

19 Why teach me what I should say to him? 

And I may cease from saying many things. 

20 Has a book or scribe stood beside me, 

so that standing I might make a person to be silent? 

21 But the light is not visible to all. 

It is bright among the ancient things, 

like that which is from him upon the clouds. 

22 From the north, clouds are shining like gold. 

In these the glory and honor of the Almighty are great. 

23 And we do not find another like his power. 

The one who judges righteous things, 

does one not imagine that he hears him? 

24 Therefore people shall be afraid of him, 

and the wise of heart also shall be afraid of him.” 




The Lord Asserts His Sovereignty

38 And after Elihu stopped speaking, the Lord spoke to Job through a whirlwind and clouds, 

2 “Who is this who, hiding counsel from me and constraining words in his heart, 

thus thinks to conceal them from me? 

3 Gird your loins like a man, 

for I shall ask, and you shall answer me. 

4 Where were you when I established the earth? 

Just tell me, if you are capable of understanding. 

5 Who assigned its measurements, if you know? 

Or who was it who laid a measuring string upon it? 

6 Upon what were its rings established? 

And who was it who placed a cornerstone upon it? 

7 When the stars came into being, 

all of my angels praised me with a great voice. 

8 And I shut up the sea with a gate 

when it rushed, coming out from its mother’s belly. 

9 And I made the cloud its clothing, 

and swaddling clothes for it with a mist. 

10 And I assigned boundaries to it, 

setting out barriers and gates. 

11 And I said to it, ‘As far as this you shall come, and you may not go beyond. 

But your waves shall be broken within yourself.’ 

12 Or was it by you that I appointed the light early in the day, 

and the morning beheld its own order, 

13 to seize the extremities of the earth, 

to shake out the wicked from it? 

14 Or you yourself, having taken earth, did you form from clay a living being, 

and one endowed with speech, and place it upon the earth? 

15 But light was taken away from the wicked, 

and you broke the arm of the arrogant. 

16 And did you go into the spring of the sea 

and walk about among the tracks of the deep? 

17 And have the gates of death been opened to you out of fear, 

and the gatekeepers of Hades, seeing you, cower? 

18 And have you learned the width of that which is under heaven? 

Declare to me now how much of what there is! 

19 And in what land does the light lodge, 

and in what place darkness? 

20 If you could lead me to their boundaries, 

and if also you know their paths, 

21 then I would know that you were brought forth then, 

and the number of your years is great. 

22 And did you go into the treasuries of the snow, 

and have you seen the treasuries of the hail? 

23 And is it put away for you in a season of enemies, 

in the day of wars and strife? 

24 And where does frost go out, 

or the south wind that is scattered abroad among all that is under heaven? 

25 And who prepared a course for the impetuous rain, 

and a way for turbulence, 

26 in order to send upon a land in which there is no man, 

a wilderness in which no person belongs in it, 

27 in order to nourish the desolate and the uninhabitable, 

and in order to make sprouting grass grow? 

28 Who is the father of rain, 

and who is the one who produces drops of dew? 

29 And from whose womb does ice go out, 

and who has produced the frost in heaven 

30 that descends like flowing water? 

Who cowered in fear in the face of the ungodly? 

31 And do you understand the bond of Pleiades, 

and did you release the fence of Orion? 

32 Or will you reveal Mazzaroth in its season, 

and Hesperusa with its hair? 

Will you lead them? 

33 And do you know the movements of heaven 

or the things existing together under heaven? 

34 And shall you summon a cloud with your voice, 

and shall falling, violent water obey you? 

35 And will you send forth thunderbolts, and they shall go forth? 

And they shall say to you, ‘What is it?’ 

36 And who gave a woman wisdom for a woven cloth 

or the knowledge of embroidery? 

37 And who is the one with the wisdom for numbering clouds, 

and inclines the heavens to the earth? 

38 Yet it is poured out like dusty earth, 

but I have joined it together like a block of stone. 

39 And will you hunt food for lions 

and satisfy the spirits of serpents? 

40 For they have been afraid in their beds 

and are seated in the forest, lying in wait. 

41 And who prepares food for the raven? 

For its young cry to the Lord, 

wandering around seeking after food. 




39 Do you know the season of the delivery of the wild goats of the rock? 

And do you watch over the labor pains of deer? 

2 And did you count the full months of their delivery 

and relieve their labor pains? 

3 And did you nourish their children without fear? 

Will you release their labor pains? 

4 Their children shall break away. 

They shall be multiplied in offspring. 

They shall come out 

and shall not return to them. 

5 And who is it who has set the wild donkey free 

and who unfastened its bonds? 

6 And I made his dwelling the wilderness 

and his tents the salt lands. 

7 He laughs at the crowds of people of the city 

and does not hear the reproof of the tax collector. 

8 He shall survey mountains as his pasture 

and seek after every green herb. 

9 And does the unicorn wish to serve you 

or to sleep by your trough? 

10 And will you tie its yoke by a thong, 

or shall it pull furrows for you in the field? 

11 And have you placed trust in it, because its strength is great, 

and will you put upon it your labors? 

12 And will you trust that it shall return the seed to you 

and bring it to your threshing floor? 

13 As its wing delightfully spreads, 

should you imagine it is a stork, 

or even an ostrich? 

14 For it shall leave its eggs in the earth; 

it shall even warm them with mud. 

15 And they forgot that a foot shall scatter 

and beasts of the field shall trample. 

16 She is hardened toward her children as if not herself. 

She labored in vain without fear. 

17 For God has made wisdom to be silent to her 

and has not included her in understanding. 

18 When the time is right she shall rise up in height. 

She shall mock the horse and its rider. 

19 Or have you yourself imparted to a horse its power 

and put fear on its neck? 

20 And did you put a suit of armor on it 

and glory on its chest with courage? 

21 Digging around in the field, it prances, 

and it goes out into the field in power. 

22 Meeting a king, he laughs 

and shall not turn away from the sword. 

23 The bow and sword prance against it, 

24 and in anger it shall stamp out the earth, 

and it shall not believe until the trumpet sounds. 

25 And when the trumpet sounds, it says, ‘Good!’ 

And from a distance it smells war, with leaping and crying. 

26 And based upon your knowledge does the hawk stand, 

unfolding its wings, immovably looking down toward the south? 

27 And is it by your command that the eagle rises up, 

and the vulture, settling down, lodges upon its nest, 

28 upon the prominence of a rock and concealed? 

29 Being there, it seeks food. 

From a distance its eyes keep watch. 

30 And its young are soaked in blood. 

And wherever dying things may be, immediately they are found.” 

31 aAnd the Lord God answered Job and said, 

32 “Shall he shun a judgment before the Mighty One? 

The one who reproves God, he shall answer it.” 

33 And answering, Job said to the Lord, 

34 “Why do I myself still judge, 

being admonished and reproved by the Lord? 

Hearing such things, being nothing, 

what answer shall I give to these things? 

I shall place a hand upon my mouth. 

35 I have spoken once, 

and for a second time; 

I shall not continue.” 




40 And still answering, the Lord said to Job from a cloud, 

2 “But gird your loins like a man. 

And I shall question you, and you yourself shall answer me. 

3 Will you reject my judgment, 

and will you imagine that I would deal otherwise with you, 

or so that you would appear righteous? 

4 Or is there for you an arm like the Lord’s, 

or do you thunder with a voice like his? 

5 Take up, now, majesty and power, 

and clothe yourself with glory and honor. 

6 And send forth angels in anger, 

and humble every haughty person. 

7 And extinguish the arrogant, 

and consume the wicked immediately. 

8 And hide them in the earth together, 

and fill their faces with dishonor. 

9 I shall admit that your right hand is able to save. 

10 But now behold, indeed, the beasts before you. 

They eat grass just like oxen. 

11 Behold now, its strength is in its loins, 

and its power is in the middle of its belly. 

12 It sets its tail like a cypress, 

and its sinews have been entwined together. 

13 Its ribs are ribs of bronze, 

and its backbone is cast in iron. 

14 This is the beginning of the creation of the Lord, 

being made to be mocked by his angels. 

15 But coming upon a flinty mountain, 

he brought joy to the four-footed creatures in the deep place. 

16 Under all kinds of trees it sleeps, 

by papyrus and reeds and rushes. 

17 And great trees overshadow it, 

with branches and twigs from the field. 

18 If a flood should happen, it is not taken notice of. 

It trusts that the Jordan shall rush up into its mouth. 

19 Shall one take it in its eye? 

Being caught in a snare, shall one pierce its nose? 

20 And will you lead the serpent in by a fishhook 

and put a halter around its nose? 

21 Shall you tie a ring in its nose 

and pierce through its lip with a clasp? 

22 And will it speak softly in needy petitions to you? 

23 Will it make a covenant with you, 

and will you take it to be an eternal slave? 

24 And will you play with it like a bird, 

or will you tie it like a sparrow for a child? 

25 And shall nations barter for it, 

and shall the people of Phoenicia divide it? 

26 And everything that floats, coming together, 

shall not carry away the hide of its one tail, 

nor its head in the ships of fishermen. 

27 And he will place a hand on it, 

remembering the battle that existed in its body. 




41 aHave you not marveled at the things that are said? 

Nor feared, because it has been prepared by me? 

2 bFor who is the one who stands against me? 

Or who shall stand against me and endure, 

when all that is under the heavens is mine? 

3 I shall not keep silent by reason of it, 

and by a powerful word it will show mercy to one just like it. 

4 Who shall uncover the face of its garment, 

and who possibly can enter into the fold of its breast plate? 

5 Who shall open the gates of its face? 

There is fear in the circle of its teeth. 

6 Its insides are a shield of bronze; 

its bonding is like an emery stone. 

7 One is glued to the other, 

and the wind cannot go through it. 

8 It shall be glued on like a man to his brother. 

They shall be kept together and cannot be separated. 

9 In its sneezing it shines out light, 

and its eyes are the shape of morning. 

10 From its mouth there goes out a burning torch, 

and there shoots out a hearth of fire. 

11 From its nose there goes out smoke, 

as of an oven burning with a fire of charcoal. 

12 Its breath is like burning charcoal, 

and flame goes out from its mouth. 

13 And in its neck power lodges. 

Destruction runs before it. 

14 And the flesh of its body is glued together. 

If one pours down upon it, it shall not be shaken. 

15 Its heart has been made firm as stone 

and has been set like an inflexible anvil. 

16 And its turning over brings fear to the four-footed beasts leaping around upon the earth. 

17 If lances should meet up with it, they produce nothing, 

neither spear nor breastplates. 

18 For indeed it regards iron as straw, 

and copper as rotten wood. 

19 A copper bow does not wound it. 

Indeed, it regards an engine for throwing stones as grass. 

20 A hammer is counted as straw, 

and it laughs at the rattling of fire-bearers. 

21 Its bed is like sharp spits, 

and all the gold of the sea under it is like limitless clay. 

22 It boils up the deep like a cauldron, 

and it regards the sea as a pot of ointment. 

23 And the netherworld of the deep is like a prisoner. 

He regards the deep as a walk. 

24 There is not anything upon the earth like it, 

being made to be mocked by my angels. 

25 It sees everything that is high, 

and it itself is king of all that is in the waters.” 




Job’s Repentance

42 And answering, Job said to the Lord, 

2 “I know that you are able to do all things, 

and nothing is impossible for you. 

3 For who is the one hiding his counsel from you, 

and, holding back, also imagines to hide his words from you, 

and who shall declare to me what I did not know, 

great and wondrous things, to which I did not pay attention? 

4 But listen to me, Lord, so that I also shall speak. 

And I shall ask you yourself, and you shall teach me. 

5 Indeed, hearing by the ear I heard of you before, 

but now my eye has seen you. 

6 Therefore I despise myself and am wasted away, 

and I think of myself as earth and ashes.” 

The Lord Rebukes Job’s Friends

7 And it happened, after the Lord spoke all these words to Job, that the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “You and your friends have sinned, for you did not speak before me anything true, like my servant Job. 8 But now, take seven calves and seven rams and go forth to my servant Job, and he shall make a burnt offering for you. And Job, my servant, shall pray for you, because except that I receive his face, except for his sake perhaps I might destroy you, for you did not speak the truth concerning my servant Job.” 9 Then Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went forth and did as the Lord ordered them, and he released their sin because of Job. 

The Lord Blesses Job

10 And the Lord brought prosperity to Job. And when he prayed also for his friends, he forgave their sin, and the Lord gave twice as much as was before to Job by doubling. 11 And all his brothers and sisters heard all the things that had happened to him, and they came to him, and all who as much as knew him from the beginning. And eating and drinking with him, they encouraged him and marveled at all that the Lord brought on him. And they gave him each a single lamb and a gold and unmarked coin of four drachmas. 

12 And the Lord blessed the last days of Job more than the ones before. And his livestock were fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand grazing female donkeys. 13 And there were born to him seven sons and three daughters. 14 And he called them in order, the first Day and the second Keziah and the third Keren-happuch. 15 And there were not found in comparison with Job’s daughters anyone fairer than them upon the earth under the heavens. And their father gave them an inheritance, along with their brothers. 

16 And Job lived after the misfortune one hundred and seventy years, and all the years he lived were two hundred and forty, and Job saw his sons and the sons of his sons to the fourth generation. 17 And Job died an old man and full of days. 

17a And it is written that he shall rise again with the ones whom the Lord shall raise up. 17b This man is described by the Syriac book as dwelling in the land of Uz on the borders of Edom and Arabia. And his name before was Jobab. 17c And, having taken an Arabian wife, he fathered a son, whose name was Enan. And he himself had as father Zerah, from the sons of Esau. And his mother was Bosorra, so that it made him fifth from Abraham. 

17d And these were the kings who were ruling in Edom, which territory also he himself ruled: first, Bela, the son of Beor, and the name of his city was Dinhabah. And after Bela, Jobab, who was called Job. And after this, Husham, who was serving as leader from the territories of Thaiman. And after this, Hadad, son of Bered, who destroyed Midian in the field of Moab, and the name of his city was Avith. 17e And the friends who came to him were Eliphaz, of the sons of Esau, king of the Temanites; Bildad, the tyrant of the Shuhites; and Zophar, the king of the Naamathites. 





WISDOM OF SOLOMON




Seek Wisdom Not Death

1 Love righteousness, rulers of the earth. 

Think about the Lord in goodness, 

and seek him in simplicity of heart. 

2 Because he is found by those who do not test him, 

and he is shown to those who do not mistrust him. 

3 For perverted reasonings separate people from God, 

and when the power of God is tested, it rebukes the foolish. 

4 For wisdom will not enter into a treacherous soul, 

nor will it dwell in a body involved in sin. 

5 Because a holy spirit of discipline will flee deceit, 

and depart from thoughtless reasoning, 

and rebuke the coming of unrighteousness. 

6 For the spirit of wisdom is kind 

and will not leave a blasphemous person unpunished for his lips, 

because God is a witness of his kidneys, 

and the true overseer of his heart, 

and hearer of the tongue, 

7 because the spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world, 

and the one who holds together all things has knowledge of every voice. 

8 Because of this, no one who speaks unrighteous things will escape notice; 

and surely justice, when it rebukes, will not pass by him. 

9 For in the counsels of the ungodly there will be close examination, 

and a report of his words will be presented to the Lord 

for reproof of his iniquities. 

10 Because an ear of jealousy hears all things, 

and the sound of complaints is not hidden. 

11 Therefore guard against useless complaining, 

and spare the tongue from slander; 

because a secret utterance will not proceed without result, 

and a lying mouth destroys the soul. 

12 Do not strive for death in the deception of your life, 

or invite destruction by the works of your hands, 

13 because God does not cause death 

or delight in the destruction of living ones. 

14 For he created all things to exist, 

and the generations of the world bring salvation, 

and there is no poison of destruction in them, 

and the kingdom of Hades is not on the earth, 

15 for righteousness is immortal. 

16 But the ungodly, by their hands and words, summoned it; 

considering it a friend, they pined away 

and made a covenant with it, 

because they were worthy to take part with it. 




The Reasoning of the Ungodly

2 For they said in themselves, having reasoned incorrectly, 

“Our life is short and painful, 

and there is no healing in the death of a human, 

and no one has been known who returned from Hades. 

2 Because we were fathered by chance, 

and after this we will be as those who never existed, 

because the breath in our nostrils is smoke, 

and the word is a spark in the beating of our heart, 

3 when it is extinguished, the body will become ashes, 

and the spirit will be dissolved like empty air. 

4 And our name will be forgotten in time, 

and no one will remember our works; 

and our life will pass away like the track of a cloud, 

and like a mist it will be scattered, 

pursued by the rays of the sun 

and oppressed by its heat. 

5 For our life is the passing of a shadow, 

and there is no return from our death, 

because it is sealed up and no one returns. 

6 Come, therefore, and let us enjoy the good things that exist, 

and let us use the creatures hastily as in youth. 

7 Let us be satiated with expensive wine and perfumes, 

and let no blossom of air pass us by; 

8 let us crown ourselves with rosebuds before they wilt. 

9 Let none of us be without a share of our revelry; 

let us leave everywhere signs of merriment, 

because this is our portion and this is our lot. 

10 Let us oppress a poor righteous person; 

let us not spare a widow 

or respect the ancient grey hairs of an old man. 

11 But let our strength be the law of righteousness, 

for what is weak shows itself to be useless. 

12 Let us lie in ambush for the righteous person, because he is burdensome to us, 

and he opposes our works, 

and he reviles us for our sins against the law, 

and he accuses us of our sins against discipline. 

13 He claims to have knowledge of God, 

and he calls himself a child of the Lord. 

14 He has become a reproof to us of our thoughts; 

ahe is burdensome for us even to see, 

15 because his life is unlike others, 

and his ways are strange; 

16 we are considered base by him, 

and he distances himself from our ways as from impurity. 

He calls the end of the righteous blessed, 

and he boasts of God as his father. 

17 Let us see if his words are true, 

and test the outcome of his life,a 

18 for if the righteous is the son of God, he will help him 

and rescue him from the hand of those who resist him. 

19 Let us examine him by insult and torture, 

that we might know his gentleness 

and judge his patience. 

20 Let us condemn him to a shameful death, 

for his examination will be by his words.” 

21 They considered these things and were misled, 

for their evil blinded them, 

22 and they did not know his mysteries, 

or hope for a recompense of piety, 

or consider the reward of blameless lives. 

23 Because God created humanity for incorruption, 

and he made it an image of his own peculiar nature; 

24 but through the envy of the devil, death entered into the world, 

band those who are party with him experience it. 




The Fate of the Righteous and the Ungodly

3 But righteous souls are in the hand of God, 

and torment will never touch them. 

2 They seemed to have died, in the eyes of the foolish, 

and their departure was considered to be oppression, 

3 and their journey from us to be an affliction; 

but they are at peace. 

4 For even if they are punished in the sight of people, 

their hope is full of immortality; 

5 and having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, 

because God tested them 

and found them worthy of himself. 

6 He tested them like gold in a smelting furnace, 

and he received them like a whole burnt offering of sacrifice. 

7 And in the time of their examination they will shine out, 

and they will run around like sparks in straw. 

8 They will judge nations, and they will rule over peoples, 

and the Lord will reign over them for eternities. 

9 Those who trust him will understand truth, 

and the faithful in love will remain with him, 

because grace and mercy belong to his chosen ones. 

10 But the ungodly will have punishment according to what they reckoned, 

those who neglected the righteous and deserted the Lord. 

11 For the one who disdains wisdom and instruction is miserable, 

and their hope is vain, and their labors are unprofitable, 

and their works are useless. 

12 Their wives are foolish 

and their children wicked, 

and their lineage is cursed. 

13 Because the blessed is the undefiled barren woman 

who has not experienced intercourse in transgression; 

she will have fruit at the examination of souls. 

14 And blessed is the eunuch who worked no transgression by hand 

or considered evil things against the Lord; 

for because of his faithfulness, there will be given to him choice favor 

and a delightful share in the temple of the Lord. 

15 For the fruit of good labors is glorious, 

and the root of understanding is infallible. 

16 But children of adulterers will be unable to reach maturity, 

and the seed of unlawful intercourse will perish. 

17 For even if they become long-lived, they will be reckoned as nothing 

and dishonored at the end of their old age. 

18 Even if they die quickly, they have no hope 

or comfort in the day of decision, 

19 for the ends of an unrighteous generation are grievous. 




4 Better is childlessness with virtue, 

for immortality is in the memory of it, 

because it is known both by God and humans. 

2 When it is present, they imitate it, 

and they desire it when it is gone; 

and it parades in eternity wearing a crown, 

having won the fight for the undefiled prizes. 

3 But the prolific multitude of the impious will be useless, 

and from illegitimate seedlings it will not send roots into the depth 

or establish a secure footing. 

4 For even if a branch might shoot up again for a time, 

standing insecurely, it will be shaken by the wind, 

and by the force of the winds it will be uprooted. 

5 Immature twigs will be broken off, 

and their fruit will be useless, unripe for eating 

and useful for nothing. 

6 For children born from lawless sleep 

are witnesses of wickedness against their parents at their examination. 

7 But the righteous person, if he predecease others, will be in rest. 

8 For a respectable old age is not longevity, 

nor is it measured by number of years; 

9 but understanding is grey hair for humans, 

and a spotless life is the maturity of old age. 

10 One who was pleasing to God was loved, 

and one who lived between sinners was transferred. 

11 He was taken away so that evil would not change his understanding 

or treachery deceive his soul. 

12 For the envy of worthlessness obscures the good things, 

and roving lust mines an innocent mind. 

13 Being perfected in a short time, he fulfilled a long time, 

14 for his soul was pleasing to the Lord; 

because of this he hastened out of the middle of wickedness. 

aBut the people despite seeing and not understanding, 

or thinking about it,b 

15 that grace and mercy are among his chosen ones, 

and examination is among his holy ones. 

16 But the righteous dead will condemn the ungodly who live, 

and youth quickly perfected will condemn the great old agec of the unrighteous. 

17 For they will see the demise of the wise, 

and they will not understand what he planned for him 

and for what purpose the Lord secured him. 

18 They will look and despise them, 

but the Lord will laugh at them; 

19 and after this they will become a dishonored corpse 

and an insult among the dead throughout eternity, 

because he will break them face down and speechless, 

and he will shake them from their foundations. 

And to the end they will be left dry and barren, 

and they will be in pain, 

and their memory will perish. 

20 They will come, fearful, when their sins are calculated, 

and he will rebuke them in opposition because of their transgressions. 




The Final Judgment of the Unrighteous

5 Then the righteous will stand in great confidence 

against the face of those afflicting him 

and those rejecting his labors. 

2 When they see it, they will be stirred up with terrible fear 

and be amazed at the unexpected salvation. 

3 They will say among themselves, repentant, 

and groan because of the distress of their spirit: 

“This was he whom we once held in derision, 

and in a proverb of disgrace; 4 we fools 

considered his life madness 

and his death dishonored. 

5 How was he counted among the sons of God, 

and his share is among the saints? 

6 So we were misled from the way of truth, 

and the light of righteousness did not illuminate us, 

and the sun did not rise on us. 

7 We were filled in the ways of lawlessness and destruction, 

and we traveled through desolate deserts; 

but we do not know the way of the Lord. 

8 What has arrogance gained us? 

And what has wealth with boastfulness benefited us? 

9 It passed by all those things like a shadow, 

and like a rumor slipping away. 

10 Like a ship moving through billowing water, 

of which, when it has passed, no track is to be found, 

nor the path of its keel in the waves; 

11 or, like a bird flying through the air, 

no sign of its journey is found, 

but the light wind, beaten by the stroke of oars 

and split by the force of the rushing, 

was traversed by moving wings, 

and after this no sign of approach was found in it; 

12 or, like an arrow shot at a target, 

the air, when pierced, is immediately returned into itself, 

so as to be unaware of its passage. 

13 In this way also we who were born came to an end, 

and indeed, we have no sign of virtue to show, 

but we were consumed in our evil.” 

14 Because the hope of an impious person is like dust being carried by the wind, 

and like frost driven away by a storm, 

and like smoke dispersed by the wind, 

and, like the memory of a day guest, passes by. 

15 But the righteous live for eternity, 

and their reward is in the Lord, 

and their care is with the Most High. 

16 Because of this, they will receive the majestic palace, 

and the beautiful diadem from the hand of the Lord, 

because he will shelter them with his right hand, 

and he will protect them with his arm. 

17 He will take zeal as his armor, 

and he will make creation a weapon for vengeance against his enemies. 

18 He will put on righteousness as a breastplate 

and wear impartial judgment as a helmet. 

19 He will take holiness as an unconquerable shield 

20 and sharpen his severe wrath into a sword, 

and the world will fight with him against those with no sense. 

21 Well-aimed arrows of lightning will come, 

and they will leap from the clouds to the target as from a well-drawn bow, 

22 and hailstones full of wrath will be thrown from a catapult; 

the water of the sea will be angry against them, 

and rivers will overwhelm them relentlessly. 

23 A powerful wind will blow against them, 

and like a storm, it will winnow them; 

and lawlessness will desolate all the earth, 

and wrongdoing will overturn the thrones of the rulers. 




The Judgment of Rulers

6 Listen, then, O kings, and understand! 

Learn, judges of the ends of the earth! 

2 Pay attention, rulers of a multitude, 

and those who exalt themselves over crowds of nations. 

3 Because power was given to you from the Lord, 

and sovereignty from the Most High, 

who will test your works and will search your plans. 

4 Because although you were servants of his kingdom, you did not judge rightly, 

or keep the law, 

or proceed according to the plan of God. 

5 He will come upon you terribly and swiftly, 

because severe judgment comes on those highly placed. 

6 For the least is pardoned with mercy, 

but the mighty will be strenuously tested. 

7 For the Master of all will not withdraw his face 

or reverence greatness, 

because he himself made great and small, 

and he regards all alike. 

8 But a strong inquiry will come upon the mighty. 

9 To you, then, O tyrants, are my words, 

so that you may learn wisdom and not fall away. 

10 For those who guard holy things devoutly will be declared holy, 

and those who have been taught them will find a defense. 

11 Therefore set your desire on my words; 

long for them, and you will be disciplined. 

Finding Wisdom

12 Wisdom is radiant and unfading, 

and she is observed easily by those who love her; 

13 she anticipates those desiring to be known beforehand. 

14 The one who rises early upon her will not labor, 

for he will find her sitting beside his gate. 

15 For to ponder about her is the perfection of understanding, 

and one who is vigilant because of her will quickly be free from care, 

16 because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, 

and appears to them graciously in their paths, 

and meets them in every thought. 

17 For her truest beginning is the desire for discipline, 

18 and care of discipline is love; 

and love is the keeping of her laws, 

and attention to laws is confirmation of incorruption, 

19 and incorruption brings near to God. 

20 So the desire of wisdom leads up to a kingdom. 

21 If, then, you delight in thrones and scepters, O tyrants of the peoples, 

honor wisdom so that you may rule for eternity. 

22 But I will announce who is wisdom and how she came to be, 

and I will not hide the mysteries from you, 

but I will trace her from the beginning of her origin, 

and I will make the knowledge of her into what is manifest, 

and I will never disregard the truth. 

23 Nor, indeed, will I travel with wasting envy, 

because this will have no share in wisdom. 

24 But the multitude of the wise is the salvation of the world, 

and a prudent king is the stability for a people. 

25 Therefore be disciplined by my word, and you will benefit. 




Solomon’s Wisdom

7 Even I am certainly a mortal the same as everyone, 

and offspring of the first-formed earthborn; 

and I was shaped into flesh in my mother’s belly 

2 in ten months’ time, established in blood 

from the seed of a man and the pleasure of coming together in sleep. 

3 And when I was born,a I drew in the common air 

and fell upon the same earth, 

crying with my first sound the same as everyone. 

4 I was nursed in baby clothes and with care. 

5 For no king had any different beginning of existence; 

6 but there is one entrance into life for all and an identical exit. 

7 Because of this I prayed, and understanding was given to me; 

I called upon God, and the spirit of wisdom came to me. 

8 I preferred her to scepters and thrones, 

and I considered riches nothing in comparison to her. 

9 Nor did I compare her to priceless stone, 

because in her view all gold is like a little sand, 

and silver will be considered as clay before her. 

10 I loved her more than health and beauty, 

and I chose to have her instead of light, 

because her light never rests. 

11 But all good things together came to me with her, 

and countless wealth is in her hands. 

12 And I rejoiced about everything because wisdom leads them; 

but I did not know her to be their family. 

13 And I learned honestly, and I shared ungrudgingly; 

I do not hide her wealth, 

14 for it is an unfailing treasure for people, 

which they that use it obtained friendship with God, 

commended because of the gifts of discipline. 

15 But may God grant me to speak with purpose 

and to think worthily of what is granted, 

because he is both the guide of wisdom 

and the corrector of the wise. 

16 For in his hand are both we and our words, 

and all understanding and skill in crafts. 

17 For he gave me truthful knowledge of the things that are, 

to see the structure of the world and the operation of the elements, 

18 the beginning and ending and middle of times, 

the changes of cycles and changes of the seasons, 

19 the cycles of the year and the positions of stars, 

20 the nature of animals and the wrath of beasts, 

the forces of spirits and the reasonings of humans, 

the varieties of plants and the powers of roots. 

21 And I know whatever is hidden and visible, 

22 for the artisan of all teaches me wisdom. 

Wisdom’s Power

For in her is a spirit that is intelligent, holy, 

unique, manifold, gentle, 

movable, clear, undefiled, 

distinctive, invulnerable, loving goodness, sharp, 

unhindered, beneficent, 23 humane, 

steady, secure, free from care, 

all powerful, overseeing all, 

and penetrating through all spirits 

that are intelligent, pure, gentle. 

24 For wisdom is more mobile than any motion, 

and she pervades and penetrates everything because of her purity. 

25 For she is the vapor of the power of God 

and the emanation of the pure glory of the Almighty; 

because of this nothing defiled creeps into her. 

26 For she is the brightness of the eternal light, 

and the spotless mirror of the activity of God, 

and the image of his goodness. 

27 But although she is one, she is able to do all things; 

and although she remains in herself, she renews all things; 

and although she enters into holy souls throughout generations, 

she makes them to be friends of God and to be prophets. 

28 For God loves no one except the one who lives with wisdom. 

29 For shea is more beautiful than the sun 

and above every constellation of the stars; 

compared with the light, she is found to be foremost, 

30 for night succeeds this, 

but evil does not prevail against wisdom. 




8 But she reaches strongly from end to end of the world,b 

and she manages all things well. 

Wisdom, the Companion for Life

2 I had affection for this one, and I sought her out from my youth, 

and I sought to take her to myself as a bride, 

and I became infatuated with her beauty. 

3 She glorifies her noble birth by living with God,c 

and the master of all loved her. 

4 For she is a mystic of the knowledge of God 

and a chooser of his works. 

5 But if wealth is a desirable possession in life, 

what is richer than wisdom, the maker of all things? 

6 And if understanding is productive, 

who more than she, artisan of the things that exist? 

7 And if anyone loves righteousness, 

her labors are virtues, 

for she teaches moderation and understanding, 

righteousness and virtue, 

of which nothing is more useful in life to humans. 

8 And if also anyone desires great experience, 

she knows the things of old and how to conjecture the things to come; 

she understands the subtleties of words and the solutions to riddles; 

she knows in advance signs and wonders 

and the outcomes of the seasons and times. 

9 Therefore I decided to bring her to live with me, 

knowing that she would be a counselor of good things for me, 

and a comfort of cares and sorrows. 

10 Because of her I will have glory among the crowds, 

and as a young man, I will have honor among the elders.d 

11 I will be found to be sharp in judgment, 

and I will be admired by the rulers. 

12 When I keep silence, they will wait for me; and when I speak, they will pay attention; 

and when I speak at length, 

they will lay a hand over their mouth. 

13 I will have immortality because of her, 

and I will leave an eternal memory for those after me. 

14 I will govern peoples, and nations will be subject to me. 

15 Horrible tyrants will be afraid when they hear of me; 

I will appear good in the crowd and virtuous in battle. 

16 When I enter my house, I will rest with her, 

for companionship with her has no bitterness 

and living with her no pain, 

rather gladness and joy. 

17 When I considered these things in myself 

and reflected in my heart— 

that immortality is in kinship with wisdom, 

18 and in her friendship is good delight, 

and in the labors of her hands is unfailing wealth, 

and in the exercise of conversation with her is understanding, 

and prominence in the sharing—I went around her words, seeking how I might take her for myself. 

19 But I was a clever child, 

and I was appointed to be of a good soul; 

20 or rather, being good, I came into an undefiled body. 

21 But knowing that I would not otherwise be in possession of wisdom unless God gave her to me, 

and this was a matter of understanding to know whose gift she was, 

I appealed to the Lord, and I beseeched him, 

and from my whole heart I said: 




Prayer for Wisdom

9 “God of my fathers and Lord of your mercy, 

who made all things by your word, 

2 and by your wisdom made humankind 

that it might have mastery of the creation you made 

3 and manage the world in holiness and righteousness 

and make judgments in uprightness of soul, 

4 give me the wisdom that sits beside your throne, 

and may you not reject me from your children. 

5 For I am your slave and the son of your servant girl, 

a weak and short-lived human 

and inferior in understanding judgment and laws; 

6 for even if someone is perfect among the sons of humans, 

he will be considered nothing apart from your wisdom. 

7 You chose me to be king of your people 

and judge of your sons and daughters. 

8 You said to build a temple on your holy mountain 

and an altar in the city of your habitation, 

a copy of the holy tent that you prepared beforehand from the beginning. 

9 And wisdom is with you, who knows your work 

and was present when you were making the world, 

and who understands what is acceptable in your eyes 

and what is right in your commands. 

10 Send her out from the holy heavens, 

and send her from your throne of glory, 

so that, being present with me, she might labor, 

and I might know what is pleasing with you. 

11 For she knows and understands all things, 

and she will lead me in my actions wisely, 

and she will watch me in her glory. 

12 And my works will be acceptable, 

and I will judge your people correctly 

and be worthy of the thrones of my father. 

13 For what human will know the plan of God? 

Or who will ponder what the Lord wants? 

14 For mortal reasonings are worthless, 

and our intentions are likely to fail. 

15 For the corruptible body weighs down the soul, 

and the earthly tent burdens the mind full of thoughts. 

16 And we can hardly envision the things on the earth, 

and we find the things at hand with labor, 

but who has traced out the things in the heavens? 

17 But who would know your plan, unless you gave wisdom 

and sent your Holy Spirit from the most high places? 

18 And so the paths of those on earth were made straight, 

and humans were taught the things that please you,a 

and they were saved by wisdom.” 




Wisdom from Adam to Moses

10 Wisdomb protected the first-formed father of the world 

who alone was created, 

and she delivered him out of his own transgression, 

2 and she gave him power to rule over all things. 

3 But when the unrighteous one left her in his anger, 

he perished by his brother-murdering wraths. 

4 On account of whom wisdom again preserved the earth when it flooded, 

piloting the righteous one through worthless wood. 

5 Wisdom also, when the nations in evil agreement were confused, 

found the righteous one and kept him blameless before God, 

and guarded him strong against compassion for his child. 

6 Wisdom rescued a righteous man when the ungodly were being destroyed; 

he fled the fire descending upon Five Cities, 

7 of which still as evidence of the wickedness, 

appointed a smoking barren land, 

and plants bearing fruit unripe at their seasons,c 

a pillar of salt set up as a monument to an unfaithful soul. 

8 For, disregarding wisdom, 

they were hurt, not only from not knowing good, 

but also, they abandoned life; a memorial of their thoughtlessness, 

lest they be able to forget the things by which they fell. 

9 But wisdom rescued from labors those who attended to her. 

10 A righteous fugitive from his brother’s wrath 

Wisdom led in straight paths. 

She showed him the kingdom of God 

and gave him knowledge of holy things. 

She prospered him in his toils 

and multiplied his labors. 

11 When greed overpowered him, she stood by him, 

and she made him rich. 

12 She guarded him from his enemies, 

and secured him from those lying in wait for him, 

and in his mighty struggle she ruled in his favor, 

so that he might know that piety is stronger than everything. 

13 Wisdom did not desert the righteous one when he was sold 

but rescued him from sin. 

14 She descended with him into the well, 

and she did not abandon him in his chains 

until she brought him the scepter of the kingdom 

and the authority of those ruling over him, 

and showed those finding fault with him to be false 

and gave him eternal glory. 

15 Wisdom rescued this holy people and blameless seed out of a nation of oppressors. 

16 She entered into the soul of the servant of the Lord 

and stood against fearsome kings in wonders and signs. 

17 She paid the holy ones the reward of their labors; 

she led them in a wonderful road 

and became for them a shelter by day 

and a flame of stars by night. 

18 She carried them across the Red Sea 

and led them through much water. 

19 But she flooded their enemies, 

and she threw them up out of the depth of the abyss. 

20 Because of this, the righteous plundered the ungodly, 

and they sang hymns, Lord, to your holy name, 

and they praised your defending hand with one accord, 

21 because wisdom opened the mouths of the mute 

and made the tongues of infants clear. 




Wisdom through Moses

11 She prospered their works by the hand of a holy prophet. 

2 They traveled through an uninhabited desert 

and pitched tents in untraveled places. 

3 They resisted hostile people and defended against enemies. 

4 They became thirsty and called on you, 

and water was given to them out of a sharp rock, 

and a remedy for thirst out of hard stone. 

5 For through the things by which their enemies were punished, 

through these same things when they were in need, they benefited. 

6 Instead of a fountain of an ever-flowing river, 

stirred up in defiled blood 

7 in rebuke of the edict of killing children, 

you gave to them abundant water unexpectedly, 8 showing 

through the thirst at that time how you punished the opposing people. 

9 For when they were tested, although they were the ones being trained in mercy, 

they knew how the impious were tortured, being judged in wrath. 

10 For you tested these people like an admonishing father, 

but you examined those people like a severe, condemning king. 

11 Whether absent or present,a they were distressed alike. 

12 For a double sorrow took them, 

and a groaning of memories of what had passed. 

13 For when they heard that through their own punishments 

they were doing well, they understood that it was of the Lord. 

14 For they mockingly renounced him who had long before been thrown down to be exposed; 

on the completion of the outcomes they were amazed, 

when they thirsted unlike the righteous. 

15 But instead of their thoughtless reasonings of unrighteousness, 

by which they were misled and were worshipping unreasoning reptiles and vile vermin, 

you sent upon them a horde of unreasoning animals for punishment, 

16 so that they might know that through the things one sins, through these things one is punished. 

17 For your hand, which is all powerful 

and created the world out of formless matter, 

lacked nothing to send a horde of bears or fierce lions upon them, 

18 or newly created unknown prey full of anger, 

whether puffing a fire-breathed blast 

or scattered belches of smoke 

or flashing fearful sparks from their eyes, 

19 of which not only would the injury be able to destroy them, 

but even the frightening sight to destroy them. 

20 But also apart from these things, they were able to fall by one breath when pursued by justice 

and when scattered by the breath of your power; 

but you ordered all things by measure and number and weight. 

21 For great strength is always present with you, 

and who will resist the strength of your arm? 

22 Because the whole world is like the movement of a scale before you, 

and like a drop of morning dew coming down on the earth. 

23 But you have mercy on all because you are able to do all things, 

and you overlook the sins of humans for their repentance. 

24 For you love all things that exist, and you detest nothing that you made, 

for you would not build anything if you hated it. 

25 But how would anything remain if you did not want it, 

or what was not called by you be preserved? 

26 But you spare all things because they are yours, Master, lover of souls. 




12 For your incorruptible spirit is in all things. 

2 Therefore you discipline those fallen away little by little, 

and you admonish them, reminding them of their sins, 

so that, being set free from wickedness, they might trust upon you, Lord. 

Wisdom in the Holy Land

3 For also the old inhabitants of your holy land, 

4 hating them because of their hostile practices, works of sorceries 

and unholy rites, 5 and a merciless murderer of children, 

and a feast of eating the entrails of human flesh and blood, 

the initiates from the middle of a revelry, 

6 and parents who are murderers of helpless souls, 

you wished to destroy them through the hands of our ancestors, 

7 so that the land, most precious of all before you, 

might receive a worthy colony of the children of God. 

8 But even some of these you spared as humans, 

and sent off wasps as forerunners of your army, 

so that they might destroy them little by little, 

9 though you were not unable to place the impious under the authority of the righteous in battle 

or to rub them out at once by terrible beasts or a sharp word. 

10 But judging little by little you kept giving them a place of repentance, 

not being unaware that their generation was evil, 

and their evil implanted, 

and that their reasoning would not be changed for eternity. 

11 For it was a cursed seed from the beginning; 

and not because you feared someone did you keep giving pardon for their sins. 

12 For who will say, “What have you done?” Or who will resist your judgment? 

And who will accuse you for the destroyed nations that you made? 

Or what avenger of the unrighteous person will come to stand against you? 

13 For is there no god besides you who has concern for everything, 

so that you might show that you did not judge unrighteously; 

14 and there is no king or tyrant who will be able to confront you about those whom you punished. 

15 But because you are righteous, you manage all things righteously, 

considering it foreign to your power to condemn 

one who does not deserve to be punished. 

16 For your strength is the beginning of righteousness, 

and your rule of all things makes you spare all. 

17 For you show strength when people disbelieve the completeness of your power, 

and you refute the audacity among those who know it. 

18 But although you master by strength, you judge in gentleness, 

and you manage us with much forbearance; 

for the power to act is there for you whenever you want. 

19 But you taught your people through such works, 

because the righteous must be kind, 

and you made your sons hopeful 

because you grant repentance for sins. 

20 For if you took vengeance with such great care and entreaty 

against the enemies of your children and those deserving death, 

giving them a time and place by which they might be set free from evil, 

21 with what strictness have you judged your sons, 

to whose ancestors you gave oaths and covenants of good promises? 

22 Therefore while disciplining us, you flog our enemies ten thousand times, 

so that when we judge, we may be concerned about your goodness; 

but when we are judged, we may expect mercy. 

23 Therefore also those who lived unrighteously in thoughtlessness of life, 

you tortured through their own abominations. 

24 For they also were led far astray in the ways of deception, 

taking up as gods the things dishonored even among the animals of their enemies, 

being deceived like foolish children. 

25 Because of this, as if to unreasoning children, 

you sent judgment to mock them. 

26 But those who ignored the gentle rebuke 

will experience the judgment worthy of God. 

27 For when they, suffering, became indignant 

at these things which they were imagining to be gods, when they were punished for them and saw, they began to recognize the true God whom formerly they kept refusing to know. 

Therefore also the most extreme judgment came on them. 




Nature Worship

13 For all people who are ignorant of God were fruitless by nature, 

and neither could they know the one who exists by seeing good things, nor by having the advantage of his works did they recognize the Artisan. 

2 Rather, they supposed that either fire or wind or swift air 

or the circle of stars or violent water 

or the luminaries of the heavens were gods, presiding over the world. 

3 If it was because they were delighting in their beauty that they supposed them to be gods, 

let them know how much better than these things is the Master, 

for the originator of beauty created them. 

4 But if it was because they were amazed by their power and activity, 

let them know how much stronger than they are is the one who made them. 

5 For from the greatness and beauty of what was created, 

correspondingly their originator is seen. 

6 Nevertheless on these persons is little fault, 

for perhaps they are also led astray 

while seeking God and wanting to find him. 

7 For while they live among his works, they keep searching 

and trust what they see,a because the things they see are beautiful. 

8 But, again, neither are they excusable; 

9 for if they could know so much 

that they could calculate eternity, 

how did they not find the master of these things sooner? 

Ridiculous Idols

10 But miserable are they, and in dead things is their hope, 

who called the works of human hands gods, 

gold and silver artistic worksb 

and representations of animals 

or useless stone, the work of an ancient hand. 

11 But if also some woodworker, after sawing down an easily moved tree, 

skillfully stripped off all its bark, 

and after crafting it beautifully, 

made a useful vessel for the service of life; 

12 but after using the cast-off pieces of the work for the preparation of food, he was satisfied; 

13 but the piece cast off from them, useful for nothing, 

wood growing crooked and knotty, 

he took and carved with care in his leisure, 

and he formed it by experience of rest, 

he fashioned it in the image of a human, 

14 or he made it like some worthless animal, 

painting it with red paint and coloring its skin red, 

and painting every spot on it, 

15 and making it a home worthy of it, 

he put it on a wall, securing it with iron. 

16 Therefore, lest it fall down, he provided for it, 

knowing that it could not help itself, 

for it is also an image, and it needed help. 

17 When praying for his possessions and marriages and children, 

he is not ashamed, though addressing the lifeless thing, 

and he calls upon what is weak regarding his health. 

18 He entreats what is dead about life; 

he asks what is ignorant for help, 

what is not able to make use of its feeta about a journey, 

19 for gain and production and success of his hands; 

from the thing whose hands are most powerless, he asks for strength! 




14 Again someone preparing a voyage and about to travel through raging waves 

calls on wood more rotten than the ship bearing him. 

2 For desire for gains planned that ship, 

but wisdom the artisan made it. 

3 But your provision, father, pilots the ship, 

because you have given it a path in the sea 

and a safe track in the waves. 

4 You show that you are able to save from every danger, 

so that even someone without skill can put to sea. 

5 But you do not want the works of your wisdom to be ineffective; 

because of this, people entrust their lives to the smallest piece of wood, and they are preserved, passing through the waves on a raft. 

6 For even in the beginning when arrogant giants were perishing, 

the hope of the world, taking refuge on a raft, 

guided by your hand, left a seed of generation for eternity. 

7 For blessed is the wood through which righteousness comes. 

8 But the handiwork: accursed be it and the one who made it, 

because he made it and called what is perishable a god. 

9 For hateful to God in equal measure is the ungodly and his ungodliness. 

10 For what is done will be punished together with the one who did it. 

11 Because of this, there will be an examination of the nations even among the idols, 

because they became an abomination among God’s creations 

and scandals for the souls of humans 

and a trap for the feet of fools. 

The Origins of Idolatry

12 For the idea of idols was the beginning of prostitution, and the invention of them was the corruption of life; 

13 for they did not exist from the beginning, and they will not exist for eternity. 

14 For through human vanity they entered into the world, 

and because of this their shortened end has been planned. 

15 For a father, distressed by untimely grief, 

making an image of the child so quickly taken away, 

at that time honored the dead person as a god 

and handed on the mysteries and worship to his dependents. 

16 Then the ungodly practice, strengthened over time, was guarded as a law, 

and the carved images were worshiped by the command of tyrants— 

17 who, because people could not honor them by sight because they lived far away, 

and they imagined their appearance from a distance, 

they made a visible image of the honored king, 

so that through zeal they might flatter the absent king as if present. 

18 But the ambition of the artisan encouraged 

even the ignorant into increasing the intensity of the worship. 

19 For he, possibly wanting to please the ruler, 

with skill forced the likeness toward what is beautiful; 

20 and the crowd, being attracted by the grace of the work, 

now considered what shortly before was honored as a human to be an object of worship. 

21 And this became an ambush for life, 

because humans, enslaved to misfortune or tyranny, 

assigned the unshareable name to stone and wood. 

The Consequences of Idolatry

22 Then it was not sufficient to stray froma the knowledge of God, 

but even though living in great strife from ignorance, 

they call such great evils peace. 

23 For while celebrating either child-killing rites or secret mysteries 

or raving revelries of special rituals, 

24 they no longer keep their lives or marriages pure, 

but one destroys another by ambushes or grieves another by adulteries. 

25 But all have a confusion of blood and murder, theft and treachery, 

destruction, unfaithfulness, disturbance, perjury, 

confusion of good things, 26 forgetting of gifts, 

defilement of souls, perversion of procreation,b 

disorder of marriages, adultery and licentiousness have everything in a confusion. 

27 For the worship of nameless idols 

is the beginning and cause and end of every evil. 

28 For they either rave in rage, or they prophesy false things, 

or they live unrighteously or quickly perjure themselves; 

29 for those who trust lifeless idols, 

swearing evilly, expect not to be injured. 

30 But righteous things will come upon them regarding both of these things: 

because they thought wrongly about God, offering to idols, 

and they swore unrighteously in deceit, despising holiness. 

31 For it is not the power of that by which they swear, 

rather the penalty against those who sin 

that always pursues the transgression of the unrighteous. 




The Foolishness of Idolatry

15 But you, our God, are kind and true, 

patient and administering all things in mercy. 

2 For even if we sin, we are yours, knowing your might; 

we will not sin, knowing that we have been counted as yours. 

3 For to know you is complete righteousness, 

and to know your might is the root of immortality. 

4 For neither the treacherous intention of humans has misled us, 

nor the fruitless toil of painters, 

a figure stained with various colors 

5 from whose appearance comes into a reproach for fools, 

and he longs for a lifeless form of a dead image. 

6 Lovers of evil things and worthy of such hopes 

are those who work and desire and worship them. 

7 For also a potter, pressing soft earth, laboriously 

forms each thing for our service, 

but out of the same clay he forms 

serving vessels for clean works 

and for the opposite works all alike; 

but what the different use of each of these is, 

the clay worker is the one who decides. 

8 And perversely he forms a fruitless god out of the same clay, 

which shortly before was brought out of earth 

and after a little while goes to that from which it was taken, 

when the debt of the soul was demanded. 

9 But it is of no concern to him that he will die, 

or that he has a brief life; 

rather, he competes with goldsmiths and silversmiths, 

and he imitates bronze-workers, 

and he considers it a glorious thing that he forms false things. 

10 His heart is ashes, and his hope of less value than earth, 

and his life more dishonored than clay, 

11 because he did not know the one who formed him 

and who inspired an energizing soul into him 

and breathed in a living spirit. 

12 But he considered our life to be a plaything 

and life a profitable celebration, 

for he says it is necessary to procure profit by any means, even if evil. 

13 For this person knows that he sins beyond everyone, 

making fragile vessels and carved images from earthly wood. 

14 But most foolish and more wretched than the life of an infant 

are all the enemies who oppress your people. 

15 Because they also considered all the idols of the nations to be gods, 

which have no use of eyes for seeing 

or nostrils for inhaling air 

or ears to hear 

or fingers of the hands for touching, 

and their feet are ineffective for walking. 

16 For a human made them, 

and one who borrows a spirit formed them; 

for no human has power to form a god like himself. 

17 But being mortal, he makes a dead thing with lawless hands; 

for he is better than his objects of worship, 

because he lived, whereas those things never did. 

The Egyptian Plagues

18 But they worship even the most hostile animals, 

for when compared to the other animals, with respect to folly they are worse. 

19 And even among animals they do not attain to beautiful appearance so much as to be desirable, 

but they escaped the praise of God and his blessing. 




16 Because of this they were deservedly punished by similar things 

and tortured by a multitude of vermin. 

2 Instead of that punishment you did good to your people, 

for the desire of the appetite, a strange taste, 

you prepared the quail as food, 

3 so that those people might, when desiring food, 

because of what was shown of those that had been sent, 

and they might turn back even their urgent appetite; 

but though they were in want for a little while, 

they partook also of the strange-tasting food.a 

4 For it was necessary for unavoidable need to come upon those tyrants, 

but to these people only to be shown how their enemies were being tortured. 

5 For also when the terrible wrath of the wild animals came upon them, 

and the bites of twisted serpents were destroying them, 

your anger did not remain until the end; 

6 but for a warning they were troubled for a little while, 

having a sign of salvation as a reminder of your law’s commandment. 

7 For the person who turned himself was saved, not because of what was beheld, 

but because of you, the savior of all. 

8 But also by this you persuaded our enemies 

that you are the one who rescues from every evil. 

9 For they whom the bites of locusts and flies killed, 

and no healing was found for their soul, 

because they deserved to be punished by such things. 

10 But the fangs of venomous serpents did not overcome your sons, 

for your mercy came to help and heal them. 

11 For they were pricked as a reminder of your words 

and were delivered quickly, 

lest by falling into deep forgetfulness 

they might not be distracted by your kindness. 

12 For also neither herbal remedy nor poultice healeda them, 

but your word, Lord, that cures all things. 

13 For you have authority over life and death, 

and you lead down to the gate of Hades and you bring up. 

14 But in his evil, a person kills, 

but he cannot return the departed spirit 

or release the soul that was taken. 

Storms and Manna

15 But it is impossible to flee from your hand, 

16 for by refusing to know you, the ungodly 

were whipped by the strength of your arm, 

pursued by strange rains and hail and unavoidable rainstorms 

and consuming fire. 

17 For what is most unexpected,b in the water, which quenches all things, 

the fire burnedc even more, 

for the world is a defender of the righteous. 

18 For at one time the flame was restrained, 

lest it burn up the animals that were being sent against the ungodly, 

rather, that by seeing it, they might know that they were driven by the judgment of God. 

19 But at another time it keeps burning in the midst of water with more power than fire, 

so that the produce of the unrighteous earth might be destroyed. 

20 Because you fed your people the food of angels, 

and you sent them ready bread from heaven, without labor, 

having the ability to provide every pleasure, and agreeable to every taste. 

21 For your provision showed your sweetness to your children, 

and, serving the desire of the one eatingd it, 

it was changed to what anyone wished. 

22 But snow and ice withstood fire and were not melted, 

so that they might know that 

fire, burning in the hail and flashing in the rains, was destroying 

the crops of their enemies. 

23 But the firea again had forgotten even its own power, 

so that the righteous might be fed. 

24 For creation, serving you who made it, 

exerts itself for punishment against the unrighteous 

and relaxes itself for the benefit of those who trust in you. 

25 Because of this also at that time, being mined for all, 

it was serving your all-nurturing gift 

for the desire of those in necessity, 

26 so that your sons whom you loved, Lord, might learn 

that it is not the production of fruits that feeds humanity, 

but your word preserves those who trust you. 

27 For what was not destroyed by fire 

was melted when simply warmed by a brief ray of sun, 

28 so that it was known that it is necessary to rise before dawn to thank youb 

and before daylightc to appeal to you. 

29 For the hope of an ungrateful person will melt like wintry frost 

and will flow like useless water. 




Darkness and Light in Egypt

17 For your judgments are great and hard to explain; 

because of this, undisciplined souls were misled. 

2 For when lawless persons thought to oppress the holy nation, 

they were lying there as prisoners of darkness and captives of long night, 

shut in under their roofs, fugitives from eternal providence. 

3 For thinking they were escaping notice in their secret sins 

under a dim veil of forgetfulness, they were scattered, terribly amazed 

and agitated by apparitions. 

4 For not even the pit holding them would protect them fearlessly, 

but agitating sounds kept echoing around them, 

and sad apparitions with gloomy faces kept appearing. 

5 And no force of fire was able to give light, 

and no brilliant flames of stars 

endured to shine on that horrible night. 

6 But there appeared to them only 

a spontaneous fire, very fearsome, 

but, terrified, they considered the appearance of what was seen 

worse than what was unseen. 

7 And delusions of their magical skill were ineffective, 

and there was a scornful rebuke of their boasting over wisdom. 

8 For those who promised to drive away the fears and troubles of a sick soul 

were themselves sick with ridiculous fear. 

9 For even if nothing terrifying was frightening them, 

yet, scared by the passing by of wild animals and by the hissing of reptiles, 10 they were destroyed, trembling 

and refusing to look at the air, unavoidable from anywhere. 

11 For wickedness is a cowardly thing, condemned by her own witness, 

and being constrained by conscience, it has always added difficulties. 

12 For fear is nothing except abandonment of the helps that come from reason; 

13 but anxiety, being lesser from within, 

reckons ignorance greater than the cause causing the torment. 

14 But those who sleep the same sleep during the truly powerless night 

that comes out of the pits of powerless Hades, 

15 some were driven by wonders of apparitions, 

and others were disabled by the abandonment of their soul, 

for sudden and unexpected fear came upon them. 

16 So then whoever was falling down there 

was held prisoner, locked up in the prison not made of iron. 

17 For whether one was a farmer or shepherd 

or a worker of labor in the desert, 

when caught, he would await inescapable distress, 

18 for by one chain of darkness they all were bound. 

Whether a whistling wind, 

or the melodious sound of birds in wide-spreading branches, 

or the rhythm of forceful water, 

19 or the harsh crash of stones being thrown down, 

or the unobserved running of leaping animals, 

or the sound of roaring wild beasts, 

or an echo, sounding back from the hollow of the mountains, 

they, by frightening them, paralyzed them. 

20 For the whole world was illuminated with brilliant light 

and was held together by unhindered works; 

21 but the burdensome night was spread on those alone, 

an image of the darkness about to receive them; 

but they were more burdensome to themselves than darkness. 




18 But there was the greatest light for your holy ones, 

whose voices they heard but whose forms they did not see then; 

they counted them blessed because they also had suffered; 

2 they give thanks because, although previously wronged, they did not hurt them, 

and they asked for pardon for having disagreed with them. 

3 Because you provided a flaming pillar 

as a guide for the unknown journey, 

and a sun without harm for the glorious wandering. 

4 For those people deserved to be deprived of light and imprisoned in darkness, 

those who kept your sons locked up, 

through whom the incorruptible light of the law was to be given to eternity. 

5 When they had planned to kill the children of the holy people, 

and one child had been abandoned and rescued, 

for a rebuke, you removed a multitude of children from them 

and destroyed them together in mighty water. 

6 That night was made known beforehand to our ancestors, 

so that they might rejoice because they assuredly knew the oaths in which they trusted. 

7 The salvation of the righteous and the destruction of enemies 

were expected by your people. 

8 For as you punished the opposing people, 

by this same means you also called and glorified us. 

9 For the holy children of good people sacrificed secretly, 

and they established the divine law in unanimity, 

so, the saints would share alike with them, 

both good things and dangers, 

already singing before praises of the fathers. 

10 But the discordant cry of enemies sounded, 

and the lamentable cry for pitiable children carried across. 

11 But the slave was being punished with the same penalty along with the master, 

and the commoner was suffering the same things along with the king, 

12 and they all together, in one kind of death, 

had countless dead; 

for there were not even enough living to bury them, 

since he utterly destroyed the most honored of their offspring in one decisive moment. 

13 For although they disbelieved everything because of the sorcery, 

at the destruction of the firstborn, they acknowledged that this people was God’s son. 

14 For while gentle silence surrounded all things, 

and night in its swift course was in the middle of all things, 

15 your all-powerful word leaped from the heavens off the royal throne, 

a relentless warrior into the middle of the doomed land, 

16 bringing your sincere command as sharp sword; 

and it stood and filled all things with death, 

and it touched the heavens but stood on the earth. 

17 Then immediately visions in dreams 

threw them into confusion terribly, 

and unexpected fears came upon them, 

18 and one here, another therea thrown down half-dead 

made known the cause of his death. 

19 For the dreams that disturbed them forewarned them of this, 

lest they be killed without knowing why they suffered badly. 

The Threat of Extermination in the Desert

20 But the experience of death touched also the righteous, 

and slaughter came on the multitude in the desert, 

but the wrath did not remain long. 

21 For a blameless man hurried and fought as their champion, 

bringing the weapon of his own ministry— 

prayer and incense for atonement; 

he resisted the anger and put an end to the calamity, 

showing that he was your servant. 

22 He was victorious over the crowd not by strength of body or by the working of weapons, 

but he subdued the punisher by word, 

reminding him of the oaths and covenants of the ancestors. 

23 For when the dead had already fallen on one another in heaps, 

standing between them, he drove back the wrath 

and cut off the way to the living. 

24 For the entire world was on his full-length garment, 

and the glories of the ancestors on a four-row engraving of stone, 

and your greatness on the diadem of his head. 

25 The destroyer yielded to these, and they were frightened of these things; 

for just the attempt of anger was sufficient. 




The Red Sea

19 But merciless wrath was set against the ungodly until the end, 

for he had also known their future,b 

2 that they, when they had turned to let loose 

and had sent them forth with haste, 

they would pursue them because they felt regret. 

3 For still having grief in hands 

and lamenting at the graves of the dead, 

they were drawn in by another foolish decision, 

and those they had asked and thrown out, they pursued these as fugitives. 

4 For the deserved distress was drawing them to this end, 

and it threw them into forgetfulness of what had happened, 

so that they might fill up the punishment lacking in their torments, 

5 and your people might experience an unusual journey, 

but those people might find a strange death. 

6 For the whole creation was fashioned again anew in its own kind, 

serving its commands, 

so that your children might be kept without harm. 

7 The cloud was overshadowing the camp, 

and the emergence of dry land from where the water was seen before, 

an unhindered path out of the Red Sea, 

and a green field out of the violent wave; 

8 through which those protected by your hand passed through as a whole nation, 

having seen amazing wonders. 

9 For they ranged like horses 

and leaped like lambs, 

praising you, Lord, who delivers them. 

10 For they had still remembered the events of their sojourn, 

how the earth produced flies instead of the birth of animals, 

and the river overflowed with an abundance of frogs instead of fish.a 

11 But later they also saw a new kind of bird 

when, led by desire, they asked for luxurious meat. 

12 For quails came up from the sea as encouragement to them. 

13 And the punishments came upon the sinners 

not without signs having come by the force of the thunderbolt, 

for they were suffering justly by their own wickedness, 

for they also practiced a more cruel hatred of strangers. 

14 For indeed some people would not receive unknown people when they came by, 

but these people would enslave strangers who were their benefactors. 

15 And not only that, but some examination will be on them, 

since they would receive the strangers hatefully, 

16 but they, after welcoming with celebrations 

those who had already shared of the same righteous things, 

mistreated them with terrible sufferings. 

17 But they were also stricken with blindness, 

just as those at the door of the righteous one, 

when, surrounded by thick darkness, 

each one was looking for the way through his own doors. 

18 For the elements are exchanged through one another, 

just as tones on a stringed instrument change the kind of rhythm, 

while remaining always in sound, 

which is to be inferred exactly from the accurate appearance of what had happened. 

19 For land animals were changing into water animals, 

and swimming creatures were crossing over on the land. 

20 Fire was by its own power strong in water, 

and water forgot its fire-quenching power. 

21 Flames, on the contrary, did not shrivela the flesh of perishable animals walking among them, 

nor melt the easily thawed, ice-like kind of heavenly food. 

Conclusion

22 For in everything, Lord, you exalted and glorified your people, 

and you have not neglected them, standing by them at every time and place. 





WISDOM OF SIRACH

Sirach Prologue

Many and great things to us through the Law and the Prophets and 2 the others who followed after them have been given, for which it is proper 3 to praise Israel for instruction and wisdom. And not only for them 4–5 who read is it proper to become wise, but also for those who love learning to be able to be useful to outsiders, by both speaking and writing. 6 My grandfather, Joshua, having given himself over much time to both the reading of the Law and the 7 Prophets and the other books of our ancestors, and 8 after obtaining sufficient skill in these, was himself also prompted to write something of the things pertaining to instruction and 9 wisdom. It is fitting so that those eager to learn, having become acquainted with these things also, 10 might make much more progress on account of the divine law of life. You are encouraged, therefore, 11 with goodwill and care to make a reading and to have patience for that which 12 we might seem to lack power, as to some of the words that were lovingly labored over regarding their interpretation. 13 For things do not have the same force in them when expressed in Hebrew and when 14 translated into another tongue. But not only these, but even the Law itself 15 and the Prophets and the rest of the books have no small difference 16 when expressed in themselves. For having arrived in Egypt in the thirty-eighth year 17 of King Euergetes, and spending some time, I found 18 a copy of no small instruction. I myself set a most necessary duty to bring 19 some diligence and love of labor to translate this book. 20 For much sleeplessness and skill has been brought to bear in the interval of time 21 to bring the document to its end, to publish it also for those in exile 22 who are wishing to learn, being predisposed to live according to the customs in the law. 




Wisdom and the Fear of the Lord

1 All wisdom is from the Lord, and it is with him for eternity. 

2 Who will count the sands of the seas and the drops of rain and the days of eternity? 

3 Who will search out the height of heaven and the breadth of the earth, and the abyss and wisdom? 

4 Wisdom was created before everything, 

and prudent understanding from eternity.a 

6 To whom has the root of wisdom been revealed? 

And who knows her great deeds?b 

8 There is only one wise and very fearsome 

seated upon his throne. 

The Lord 9 himself created her 

and saw and measured her 

and poured her out upon all of his works, 

10 together with all flesh, according to his gift; 

and he supplied her to those who love him. 

11 The fear of the Lord is glory and honor 

and gladness and a crown of joy. 

12 The fear of the Lord delights the heart 

and will give gladness and joy and length of days. 

13 The one who fears the Lord will be well at the end, 

and he will find grace on the day of his death. 

14 To fear God is the beginning of wisdom, 

and she was created in the womb along with the faithful. 

15 And she built a foundation of eternity with humans, 

and she will be entrusted with their seed. 

16 To fear the Lord is the fullness of wisdom, 

and she makes them drunk from her fruit. 

17 She will fill her whole house with desirable things, 

and the storehouses with her products. 

18 The fear of the Lord is a crown of wisdom, 

causing peace and health of healing to shoot up. 

19 And he saw and numbered her; 

he poured out skill and knowledge of comprehension like rain, 

and he exalted the glory of those who take possession of her. 

20 To fear the Lord is the root of wisdom, 

and her branches are length of days.a 

Self-Control

22 Unrighteous wrath cannot be justified, 

for the tipping of his wrath is his fall. 

23 A patient man will withstand until an opportune time, 

and later, merriment will burst forth for him. 

24 He will hide his words until an opportune time, 

and the lips of the faithful will tell of his understanding. 

25 In the treasuries of wisdom is the parable of knowledge, 

but the fear of God is an abomination to a sinner. 

26 Having desired wisdom, observe the commandments, 

and the Lord will supply it to you. 

27 For the fear of the Lord is wisdom and instruction, 

and his pleasure is faith and gentleness. 

28 Do not resist the fear of the Lord, 

and do not come to him with a divided heart. 

29 Do not be a hypocrite in the mouths of people, 

and keep watch over your lips. 

30 Do not exalt yourself, lest you fall 

and bring dishonor to your soul, 

and the Lord will uncover your secrets, 

and he will throw you down in the middle of the congregation 

because you did not come in the fear of the Lord, 

and your heart was full of deceit. 




Testing and the Fear of the Lord

2 Child, if you come to serve the Lord God, 

prepare your soul for temptation. 

2 Make your heart right and be steadfast, 

and do not hurry in the time of distress. 

3 Be joined to him, and do not turn away, 

so that you might be honored at your end. 

4 Accept everything that would be brought upon you, 

and when you are changed into a state of humiliation, be patient; 

5 because gold is tested in the fire, 

and acceptable people in the furnace of humiliation. 

6 Trust in him, and he will support you; 

make your ways straight and hope in him. 

7 You who fear the Lord, wait for his mercy, 

and do not turn aside lest you fall. 

8 You who fear the Lord, trust in him, 

and your reward will never fail. 

9 You who fear the Lord, hope for good things 

and for merriment of eternity and mercy. 

10 Look at the ancient generations and see; 

who trusted the Lord and was put to shame? 

Or who abided in his fear and was forsaken? 

Or who called upon him, and he disregarded him? 

11 For the Lord is compassionate and merciful, 

and he forgives sins and saves in the time of affliction. 

12 Woe to the cowardly hearts and the neglectful hands 

and to the sinner who walks along two paths. 

13 Woe to the faint heart, because it does not trust. 

Because of this, it will not be sheltered. 

14 Woe to you who have lost patience! 

And what will you do when the Lord examines you? 

15 Those who fear the Lord will not resist his words, 

and those who love him will observe his ways. 

16 Those who fear the Lord will seek his approval, 

and those who love him will be filled with the law. 

17 Those who fear the Lord will prepare their hearts 

and will humble their souls before him. 

18 We will fall into the hands of the Lord and not into the hands of humans; 

for as is his majesty, so also is his mercy. 




Parents

3 Children, listen to me, your father; 

and do this so that you might be saved. 

2 For the Lord honors a father over his children, 

and he establishes the judgments of a mother over her sons. 

3 The one who honors his father will make atonement for sins, 

4 and the one who glorifies his mother is like one who stores up treasure. 

5 The one who honors his father will be cheered by children, 

and the one who glorifies his mother is like the one who stores up treasure; 

and he will be heard in the day of his prayer. 

6 The one who honors his father will have length of days, 

and the one who listens to the Lord will give rest to his mother; 

7 and he will serve as masters those who engendered him. 

8 Honor your father in deed and word 

so that a blessing might come upon you from him. 

9 For the blessing of a father strengthens the homes of the children, 

but the curse of a mother uproots the foundations. 

10 Do not glory in the dishonor of your father, 

for glory is not toward dishonor for you. 

11 For the glory of a person comes from the honor of his father, 

and a mother in disgrace is a reproach for children. 

12 Child, help your father in his old age, 

and do not grieve him in his life. 

13 And should his mind fail, have patience, 

and do not dishonor him in all of your strength. 

14 For mercy for a father will not be forgotten, 

and against sin it will be credited to you. 

15 In the day of your affliction it will be remembered for you; 

like fair weather on a frost, so your sins will be melted away. 

16 The one who forsakes a father is like a blasphemer, 

and the one who angers his mother has been cursed by the Lord. 

Humility and Charity

17 Child, accomplish your work in humility, 

and you will be loved by an acceptable person. 

18 However great you are, humble yourself to that extent, 

and you will find favor before the Lord.a 

20 For great is the power of the Lord, 

and he is glorified by the humble. 

21 Do not seek what is too difficult for you, 

and do not question that which is too strong for you. 

22 Ponder these things that have been assigned to you, 

for the secret things are not a concern for you. 

23 Do not meddle with things beyond your works, 

for things greater than the understanding of humans have been revealed to you. 

24 For their opinion has led many astray, 

and evil suspicion has caused their thinking to slip.b 

26 And the one who loves danger will fall into it. 

A hard heart will be mistreated at the end; 

A hard heart will be weighed down at the end. 

27 A hard heart will be weighed down by toils, 

and the sinner will add sin upon sin. 

28 There is no healing for the distress of an arrogant man, 

for a wicked plant has taken root in him. 

29 A wise heart will appreciate a parable, 

and the ear of a hearer is the desire of the wise. 

30 Water extinguishes a burning fire, 

and alms will make atonement for sin. 

31 The one who repays favors is reminded of the future, 

and in the time of a fall, he will find support. 




The Poor

4 My son, do not steal the life of the poor, 

and do not draw away the eyes of the needy. 

2 Do not grieve the hungry soul, 

and do not provoke a man in his need. 

3 Do not add to the troubles of a provoked heart, 

and do not delay a gift to the poor. 

4 Do not reject an afflicted suppliant, 

and do not turn your face back from the poor. 

5 Do not turn your eye back from the poor, 

and do not give any reason for a person to curse you. 

6 For if he curses you in the bitterness of his soul, 

the one who made him will hear his prayer. 

7 Make yourself beloved by the assembly, 

and bow your head before a nobleman. 

8 Incline your ear to the poor, 

and answer him with peaceable words in gentleness. 

9 Deliver the injured from the hand of the injurer, 

and do not be timid in your judgment. 

10 Be like a father to the orphans, 

and in place of a husband to their mother, 

and you will be like a son of the Most High, 

and he will love you more than your mother does. 

Wisdom Trains People

11 Wisdom raised sons for herself 

and takes hold of those who seek her. 

12 The one who loves her loves life, 

and those who eagerly seek her will be full of merriment. 

13 The one who grasps her will inherit glory, 

and the Lord will bless him wherever he goes. 

14 Those who serve her minister to the Holy One, 

and those who love her love the Lord. 

15 The one who obeys her will judge nations, 

and the one who has come to her will dwell confidently. 

16 If you entrust yourself, you shall obtain her, 

and his generations will be in possession. 

17 For at first, she walks inconsistently with him, 

but she will bring fear and cowardice upon him, 

and she will torment him with her discipline 

until she entrusts herself to his soul, 

and she will test him with her duties. 

18 And then she will again return directly to him and cheer him, 

and she will reveal her secrets to him. 

19 If he goes wrong, she will forsake him 

and hand him over to the hands of his fall. 

Modesty, Speech, and Self-Control

20 Watch for an opportune time, and guard yourself from what is wicked; 

and do not be ashamed about your life. 

21 For there is a shame that brings on sin, 

and there is a shame that is glory and grace. 

22 Receive no face against your soul, 

and do not show deference unto your fall. 

23 Do not hinder a word in the time of salvation; 

24 for wisdom will be made known by speech, 

and discipline by the words of the tongue. 

25 Do not oppose the truth, 

and hesitate at your ignorance. 

26 Do not be ashamed to confess your sins, 

and do not constrain the flow of a river. 

27 And do not subject yourself to a stupid person, 

and do not receive the face of a ruler. 

28 Fight to the death for the truth, 

and the Lord God will do battle for you. 

29 Do not be rough with your tongue 

and lazy and neglectful with your work. 

30 Do not be like a lion in your house 

while also indulging vain fancies among your household servants. 

31 Your hand must not be stretched out to receive 

and closed to repay. 




5 Do not hold on to your wealth, 

and do not say, “There is enough for me.” 

2 Do not follow your soul and your strength 

to walk in the desires of your heart. 

3 And do not say, “Who shall control me?” 

For the Lord, when punishing, will punish you. 

4 Do not say, “I have sinned, and has anything happened to me?” 

For the Lord is patient. 

5 Do not be fearless about atonement, 

to add sin upon sin. 

6 And do not say, “His compassion is great; 

he will make atonement for the multitude of my sins.” 

For mercy and anger are from him, 

and his wrath will rest on sinners. 

7 Do not wait to turn to the Lord, 

and do not delay day from day; 

for the anger of the Lord will come out suddenly, 

and you will be utterly destroyed at the time of vengeance. 

8 Do not hold on to unrighteous possessions, 

for you will benefit nothing in the day of distress. 

9 Do not winnow in every wind, 

and do not walk on every path; 

such is the double-tongued sinner. 

10 Be strong in your understanding, 

and let your word be consistent. 

11 Be quick in your hearing, 

and speak an answer with patience. 

12 If you have understanding, answer your neighbor. 

But if not, let your hand be over your mouth. 

13 In speaking there is glory and dishonor, 

and the tongue of a person is his downfall. 

14 Do not be called a whisperer, 

and do not lie in wait with your tongue; 

for there is shame upon the thief 

and wicked condemnation upon the double tongued. 

15 Do not be ignorant in things great or in things small, 




6 and do not be an enemy instead of a friend. 

For a wicked name is a shame, and you will inherit reproach. 

Such is the double-tongued sinner. 

2 Do not lift up yourself in the counsel of your soul, 

lest your soul be torn to pieces like a bull. 

3 You will devour your leaves, 

and you will destroy your fruit 

and leave yourself as dry wood. 

Friendship

4 A wicked soul will destroy the one who acquires it, 

and it will make him an object of malicious joy to his enemies. 

5 A sweet throat will multiply its friends, 

and an eloquent tongue will increase courteous greetings. 

6 May those who are at peace with you be many, 

but your counselors be one in a thousand. 

7 If you get a friend, get him by testing, 

and do not trust him quickly. 

8 For there is a kind of friend who is so in his time, 

but will not remain on the day of your tribulation. 

9 And there is a kind of friend who shifts to an enemy 

and will uncover strife to your reproach. 

10 And there is a kind of friend who is a table partner 

but who does not remain on the day of your tribulation. 

11 And in your good times, he will be like you, 

and he will speak boldly over your household servants. 

12 If you are humbled, he will be against you 

and hide himself from your face. 

13 Be separate from your enemies, 

and be on guard from your friends. 

14 A faithful friend is a strong shelter, 

and the one who finds him has found a treasure. 

15 A faithful friend cannot be bartered for, 

and there is no scale for his excellence. 

16 A faithful friend is the medicine of life, 

and those who fear the Lord will find him. 

17 The one who fears the Lord will direct his friendship, 

for as he is, so also is his neighbor. 

Learning Wisdom

18 Child, choose discipline from your youth, 

and you will find wisdom until your old age. 

19 Like the one who plows and the one who sows, 

draw near to her and wait for her good fruit, 

for in her work you will toil little, 

and soon you will eat of her produce. 

20 She is most quick to the uneducated, 

and the fool will not remain with her. 

21 She will be like a mighty stone of trial upon him, 

and he will not hesitate to cast her away. 

22 For wisdom is according to her name, 

and she is not evident to many. 

23 Listen, child, and accept my maxim, 

and do not reject my counsel. 

24 And put your feet into her fetters 

and your neck into her collar. 

25 Bow your shoulder down and bear her, 

and do not be irritated by her chains. 

26 Draw near to her with all your soul, 

and keep her ways with all of your power. 

27 Search out and seek her, and she will become known to you; 

and when possession takes place, do not let her go. 

28 For you will at last find her rest, 

and it will be turned into joy for you. 

29 And her fetters will be a mighty protection for you, 

and her branches a garment of glory. 

30 For there is a golden ornament upon her, 

and her chains are purple thread. 

31 You will put her on as a garment of glory, 

and you will place a crown of joy upon yourself. 

32 If you want, child, you will be disciplined, 

and if you give your soul, you will be clever. 

33 If you love to listen, you will receive, 

and if you incline your ear, you will be wise. 

34 Stand in the multitude of the elders, 

and cling to him who is wise. 

35 Desire to listen to every discourse of God, 

and do not let proverbs of understanding escape you. 

36 If you see a wise man, visit him early 

and let your foot wear out the threshold of his door. 

37 Ponder on the ordinances of the Lord, 

and meditate on his commandments at all times; 

he will establish your heart, 

and the desire of your wisdom will be given to you. 




Miscellaneous Advice

7 Do no evil, and evil will never seize you. 

2 Withdraw from unrighteousness, and it will turn from you. 

3 Son, do not sow upon the furrows of unrighteousness, 

and you will never reap them sevenfold. 

4 Do not seek a position of authority from the Lord 

or a seat of honor from a king. 

5 Do not justify yourself in the presence of the Lord, 

and do not make yourself wise before a king. 

6 Do not seek to become a judge, 

lest you be unable to take away unrighteousness, 

lest you become frightened by the face of the powerful, 

and you will place a stumbling block in your uprightness. 

7 Do not sin against the multitude of the city, 

and do not throw yourself down among the crowd. 

8 Do not repeat a sin, 

for you will not go unpunished for even one. 

9 Do not say, “He will notice the multitude of my gifts, 

and when I offer them to the Most High God, he will accept them.” 

10 Do not be faint-hearted in your prayer, 

and do not neglect to do merciful deeds. 

11 Do not laugh at a person who is in the bitterness of his soul, 

for there is one who humbles and exalts. 

12 Devise no lie against your brother 

or do the same to a friend. 

13 Don’t want to tell any lie, 

for the persistence of it does not lead to good. 

14 Do not chatter among the multitude of the elders, 

and do not repeat a word in your prayer. 

15 Do not hate hard work 

and farming, created by the Most High. 

16 Do not count yourself among the multitude of sinners; 

remember that anger will not delay. 

17 Humble your soul very much, 

because the retribution of the ungodly is fire and worm. 

18 Do not exchange a friend for what makes no difference 

or a dear brother for the gold of Ophir. 

19 Do not dismiss a wise and good woman, 

for her favor is also beyond gold. 

20 Do not mistreat a household servant who works with sincerity 

or the hired worker who gives his soul. 

21 Let your soul love a good household servant; 

do not withhold freedom from him. 

Social Advice

22 Do you have livestock? Look after them; 

and if they are useful to you, let them remain with you. 

23 Do you have children? Discipline them 

and bend their neck from their youth. 

24 Do you have daughters? Take care of their body, 

and do not brighten your face at them. 

25 Give a daughter in marriage and you have completed a great work, 

and give her to an intelligent man. 

26 Do you have a wife according to your soul? Do not throw her out. 

27 With all your heart, honor your father, 

and do not forget the labor pains of your mother. 

28 Remember that through them you came into being, 

and what will you repay them just as they did to you? 

29 Fear the Lord with all your soul, 

and be in awe of his priests. 

30 Love the one who made you with all your strength, 

and do not neglect his ministers. 

31 Fear the Lord and honor the priest, 

and give him the portion as was commanded to you from the beginning, 

and the offering for sin and the portion of the arms 

and the sacrifice of consecration and the firstfruits. 

32 And stretch out your hand to the poor 

so that your blessing might be complete. 

33 The grace of a gift is in the presence of all who are living; 

do not withhold grace for the dead. 

34 Do not lack from those who weep, 

and mourn with those who mourn. 

35 Do not hesitate to visit the sick, 

for you will be loved for such things. 

36 In all your words remember your end, 

and you will not sin for eternity. 




Prudence

8 Do not contend with a strong person 

lest you fall into his hands. 

2 Do not quarrel with a rich person 

lest he stand against your weight; 

for gold has destroyed many 

and perverted the hearts of kings. 

3 Do not contend with a talkative person, 

and do not pile wood upon his fire. 

4 Do not make fun of the ignorant 

lest your ancestors be dishonored. 

5 Do not reproach a person who turns back from sin; 

remember that we are all valuable. 

6 Do not dishonor a person in his old age, 

for some of us are also growing old. 

7 Do not rejoice over the dead; 

remember that we all die. 

8 Do not disregard the discourse of the wise, 

and engage yourself in their proverbs, 

because from them you will learn discipline 

and how to minister to nobles. 

9 Do not dismiss the discourse of the elders, 

for they also learned from their fathers; 

because from them you will learn understanding 

and how to give an answer in a time of need. 

10 Do not kindle the coals of a sinner 

lest you be burned in the fire of his flame. 

11 Do not rise because of the face of an insolent person, 

lest he lie like an ambush for your mouth. 

12 Do not lend to a person more powerful than you, 

and if you lend to him, let it be as a loss. 

13 Do not provide surety beyond your ability; 

and if you do provide surety, be careful to pay it back. 

14 Do not go to law with a judge, 

for they will decide for him according to his honor. 

15 Do not go on the way with a reckless person 

lest he be burdensome upon you; 

for he will act according to his will, 

and you will perish with him for his folly. 

16 Do not do battle with the hot-tempered, 

and do not cross the desert with him, 

because blood is as nothing in his eyes, 

and he will cut you down where there is no help. 

17 Do not take counsel with a stupid person, 

for he cannot keep a word secret. 

18 Do no secret thing in front of a stranger, 

for you do not know what he will reveal. 

19 Do not reveal your heart to every person, 

and let him not return a favor to you. 




Women

9 Do not be jealous of the wife of your embrace, 

lest you teach an evil lesson against yourself. 

2 Do not give your soul to a woman 

for her to trample upon your strength. 

3 Do not meet a woman escort, 

lest you fall into her traps. 

4 Do not continue with a singer, 

lest you be caught in her attempts. 

5 Do not stare at a virgin, 

lest you stumble in her wages. 

6 Do not give your soul to prostitutes, 

lest you lose your inheritance. 

7 Do not look around in the narrow streets of the city, 

and do not wander into its deserted areas. 

8 Turn your eye away from a shapely woman, 

and do not gaze at another’s beauty; 

many have been misled by the beauty of a woman, 

and from this, affection is kindled like a fire. 

9 Do not sit with a married woman at all, 

and do not share in wine with her 

lest your soul turn away to her 

and slip into destruction in your spirit. 

Friends

10 Do not forsake an old friend, 

for the recent friend is not his equal. 

A new friend is new wine; 

if it ages, you will drink it with joy. 

11 Do not envy the glory of a sinner, 

for you do not know what his end will be. 

12 Do not take pleasure in the pleasure of the ungodly; 

remember that they will never be justified, as far as Hades. 

13 Keep far from a person who has the authority to murder, 

and you will never be anxious with the fear of death; 

and if you go near him, do not offend him, 

lest he take away your life; 

recognize that you are stepping among traps, 

and you are walking on the battlements of the city. 

14 According to your strength, try to know your neighbors 

and consult with the wise. 

15 And let your thoughts be with the intelligent 

and all your discourse in the law of the Most High. 

16 Let righteous men be your table companions, 

and let your boast be in the fear of the Lord. 

17 A work will be praised for the hand of the craftsmen, 

and the leader of people is wise for his word. 

18 A talkative man is fearsome in his city, 

and one who is reckless in his word will be hated. 




Government

10 A wise judge will discipline his people, 

and the leadership of the prudent will be well ordered. 

2 According to the judge of his people, so also are his ministers, 

and according to the leader of the city are all those who dwell in it. 

3 An undisciplined king destroys his people, 

and a city shall be settled by the understanding of the princes. 

4 The government of the earth is in the hand of the Lord, 

and he will raise up over it one who is advantageous for the time. 

5 The success of a man is in the hand of the Lord, 

and he will place his honor on the face of the scribe. 

Pride and Honor

6 Do not cherish wrath against a neighbor for any wrong, 

and do nothing by works of insolence. 

7 Arrogance is hateful before the Lord and humans, 

and unrighteous things will offend from both. 

8 A kingdom is transferred from people to people 

through unrighteousness and insolence and possessions. 

9 Why are earth and ashes arrogant? 

Because I threw his entrails in life.a 

10 A physician mocks a long illness, 

and today a king, and tomorrow he will die. 

11 For when a person dies, he will inherit creeping things and 

beasts, worms. 

12 The beginning of a person’s arrogance is when he renounces from the Lord, 

and he has removed his heart from the one who made him, 

13 because the beginning of arrogance is sin, 

and the one who grasps it will pour out an abomination. 

Because of this, the Lord appointed the miseries, 

and he overthrew them in the end. 

14 The Lord brought down the thrones of rulers, 

and he seated the meek in their place. 

15 The Lord has plucked out the roots of the nations, 

and he has planted the humble in their place. 

16 The Lord overthrew the territories of the nations, 

and he destroyed them to the foundations of the earth. 

17 He dried up some of them and destroyed them, 

and their memory ceased from the earth. 

18 Arrogance was not created for humans, 

nor the anger of wrath for the offspring of women. 

19 What sort of seed is honorable? Human seed. 

What sort of seed is honorable? Those who fear the Lord. 

What sort of seed is dishonorable? Human seed. 

What sort of seed is dishonorable? Those who transgress the commandments. 

20 In the midst of brothers, their leader is honored, 

and those who fear the Lord in his eyes.a 

22 The rich and the noble and the poor— 

their honor is the fear of the Lord. 

23 It is not righteous to dishonor a poor person who is wise, 

and it is not proper to honor a man who is a sinner. 

24 The noble and the judge and the ruler will be honored, 

and there is none of them greater than those who fear the Lord. 

25 The free will minister to a wise servant, 

and an understanding man will not complain. 

Honor and Wealth

26 Do not act wise to do your work, 

and do not be honored in the time of your difficulty. 

27 Better in every way is the worker than the one who walks around 

or who is honored and lacks bread. 

28 Child, honor your soul in humility, 

and give it the esteem corresponding to its worthiness. 

29 Who will justify the one who sins against his soul? 

And who will honor the one who dishonors his life? 

30 The poor is honored for his knowledge, 

and the rich is honored for his wealth. 

31 But the one who is being honored in poverty, how much more also in wealth? 

And the one who is dishonored in wealth, how much more in poverty? 




11 The wisdom of the humble exalts his head, 

and it will cause him to sit in the midst of nobles. 

2 Do not praise a man for his beauty, 

and do not detest a person for his appearance. 

3 The bee is small among winged creatures, 

and her fruit is the first of sweet things. 

4 Do not boast in the wearing of clothes, 

and do not lift up yourself in the day of glory; 

for the works of the Lord are wonderful, 

and his works are hidden among humans. 

5 Many tyrants have sat on the ground, 

but the one who was not expected has worn a diadem. 

6 Many princes have been very dishonored, 

and nobles have been given over into the hands of their comrades. 

7 Do not blame before you examine; 

understand first, and then rebuke. 

8 Do not answer before you hear, 

and do not insert yourself in the midst of words. 

9 Do not argue about a matter that is no concern of yours, 

and do not hold a council at the judgment of sinners. 

10 Child, do not let your deeds be about many things; 

if you multiply them, you will not go unpunished. 

And if you pursue them, you will never overtake them, 

and you will never escape them by fleeing. 

11 There is one who works and toils and hurries 

and lacks all the more. 

12 There is one who is lazy and in need of help, 

lacking in strength and abounding in poverty; 

and the eyes of the Lord look upon him for good things, 

and he set him aright from his humiliation 

13 and raised up his head, 

and many were amazed at him. 

14 Good things and bad, life and death, 

poverty and riches are from the Lord.a 

Prosperity and Death

17 The gift of the Lord remains with the godly, 

and his approval will prosper for eternity. 

18 There is one who becomes rich by his care and greed, 

and this is his part of the reward: 

19 When he says, “I have found rest, 

and now I will eat from my goods,” 

and does not know what time will pass by, 

and he will leave them behind for others and will die. 

20 Be firm in your covenant, and busy yourself in it, 

and grow old in your work. 

21 Do not marvel at the works of a sinner; 

trust the Lord and remain in your labor, 

because it is easy in the eyes of the Lord to suddenly make a poor person rich through swiftness. 

22 There is a blessing of the Lord in the reward of the godly, 

and in a quick hour he causes his blessing to flourish. 

23 Do not say, “What is my need? 

And what good things will be mine now?” 

24 Do not say, “I am self-sufficient, 

and how will I be mistreated now?” 

25 In the day of prosperity, evil things are forgotten, 

and in the day of evil, prosperity is not remembered. 

26 For it is light before the Lord in the day of death 

to repay a person according to his ways. 

27 Affliction for an hour makes one forgetful of delight, 

and at the conclusion of a person his works are discovered. 

28 Call no one blessed before death; 

a man will be known by his children. 

Caution and Benefit

29 Do not bring every person into your house, 

for many are the traps of the deceitful. 

30 A decoy partridge in a cage, 

so is the heart of the arrogant, 

and like the spy he watches for your downfall. 

31 For he lies in wait, changing the good things into evil, 

and he places blame in what is preferred. 

32 A heap of charcoal will grow from a spark of fire, 

and a sinful person lies in wait for blood. 

33 Beware of a mischievous person, for he devises evil things, 

lest he give you blame for eternity. 

34 Receive a stranger into your house, and he will turn you to troubles 

and alienate you from your own family. 




12 If you do good, know to whom you are doing it, 

and there will be grace for your good deeds. 

2 Do good to a godly person, and you will find a reward, 

and if not from him, rather from the Most High. 

3 There are no good things for the one who continues in evil 

and for the one who does not freely give alms. 

4 Give to the godly, and do not help the sinner. 

5 Do good to the humble, and do not give to the ungodly; 

hold back his loaves, and do not give them to him, 

lest he oppress you by them; 

for you will find twice the evil things 

in all the good things you would do for him. 

6 For even the Most High hated sinners, 

and he will repay vengeance to the ungodly. 

7 Give to the good and do not help the sinner. 

Selecting Friends

8 A friend will not be punished in good times, 

and an enemy will not be hidden in bad times. 

9 In a man’s good times his enemies are in grief, 

and in his bad times even his friend will depart. 

10 Do not trust your enemy for eternity, 

for as copper becomes rusty so does his wickedness. 

11 Even if he humbles himself and walks bent over, 

safeguard your soul and guard against him, 

and be to him like one who has wiped a mirror, 

and you will know that it was not completely tarnished. 

12 Do not stand him beside yourself, 

lest, after overturning you, he stand in your place; 

do not sit him at your right hand, 

lest he seek after your seat, 

and at last you will recognize my words 

and be stung by my sayings. 

13 Who will show mercy to a charmer bitten by a serpent, 

and all those who draw near to wild animals? 

14 So it is for the man who associates with a sinner 

and becomes involved in his sins. 

15 He will remain with you for a time, 

but if you fall away, he will not endure. 

16 An enemy speaks sweetly with his lips, 

but in his heart he will plan to throw you into a pit. 

An enemy will shed tears with his eyes, 

but if he finds an opportunity he will not be satisfied with your blood. 

17 If evil comes upon you, you will find him there ahead of you; 

and as if he is helping, he will trip your heel. 

18 He will shake his head and clap his hands 

and whisper many things and change his face. 




Peers

13 The one who touches pitch will be stained, 

and the one who has fellowship with an arrogant person will become like him. 

2 Do not take a burden that is beyond you, 

and do not associate with one stronger and richer than you. 

How will an earthen pot associate with a kettle? 

This one will knock against it, and this one will be smashed. 

3 The rich does wrong and proceeds to be indignant; 

the poor has been wronged and he will be in need. 

4 If you are useful, he will work with you, 

but if you are lacking, he will leave you behind. 

5 If you have something, he will live with you 

and drain you, and he will not be distressed about it. 

6 He has need of you and will deceive you 

and smile at you and will give you hope; 

he will speak pleasantly to you 

and say, “What do you need?” 

7 And he will shame you with his foods 

until he drains you two or three times, 

and at last he will mock you. 

After these things, he will see you and leave you behind 

and shake his head at you. 

8 Take care; do not be led astray, 

and do not be humbled by your merriment. 

9 When a powerful person invites you, be reserved, 

and he will invite you so much more. 

10 Do not be forward, lest you be pushed away, 

and do not withdraw far, lest you be forgotten. 

11 Do not hold yourself to speak with him as an equal, 

and do not trust his many words; 

for he will test you with much talk, 

and as he smiles he will examine you. 

12 Merciless is the one who does not guard words 

and will not spare concerning affliction and chains. 

13 Observe closely and take great care 

because you are walking with your downfall.a 

15 Every living thing loves its like, 

and every person his neighbor. 

16 All flesh gathers together according to kind, 

and a man will stick with the one like him. 

17 What fellowship will a wolf have with a lamb? 

So is a sinner with the godly. 

18 What peace does a hyena have toward a dog? 

And what peace does the rich have toward the poor? 

19 Wild asses are the prey of the lions in the desert; 

so the poor are a pasture for the rich. 

20 Humility is an abomination to the arrogant, 

so the poor is an abomination to the rich. 

21 A rich person who is shaken is supported by friends, 

but the humble who has fallen is pushed away by his friends. 

22 When the rich stumbles, there are many protectors; 

he said unspeakable things, and they justified him. 

The humble stumbled and they rebuked him; 

he spoke with intelligence and no place was given to him. 

23 The rich spoke and everyone was silent, 

and they exalted his word up to the clouds. 

The poor spoke and they said, “Who is this?” 

And if he stumbles, they will overturn him. 

24 Wealth that has no sin is good, 

and poverty is evil in the mouths of the godly. 

25 The heart of a person changes his face, 

whether to good things or to bad. 

26 The sign of a heart in good times is a cheerful face, 

and the discovery of parables is reasoned through with toil. 




Greed

14 Blessed is the man who did not slip with his mouth 

and was not stung by the grief of sin. 

2 Blessed is the one whose soul has not condemned him 

and who has not fallen from his hope. 

3 Wealth is no good to a miserly man; 

and why does an envious person have possessions? 

4 The one who gathers from his soul gathers for others, 

and others will live luxuriously in his good times. 

5 To whom will the one who is evil to himself be good? 

And he will not be cheered by his possessions. 

6 There is no one more evil than him who begrudges himself, 

and this is the repayment of his evil. 

7 And if he acts well, he does it in forgetfulness, 

and at last he reveals his wickedness. 

8 The one who begrudges with his eye is wicked, 

turning back his face and disregarding souls. 

9 The eye of the greedy is not satisfied with his portion, 

and evil injustice will dry up the soul. 

10 The evil eye is envious for bread, 

and it is lacking on his table. 

Give While You Can

11 Child, treat yourself well according to your means, 

and bring offerings to the Lord worthily. 

12 Remember that death will not delay, 

and the covenant of Hades has not been revealed to you. 

13 Before you die, treat a friend well, 

and reach out and give to him according to your might. 

14 Do not withdraw from a good day, 

and do not let a part of a good desire pass you by. 

15 Will you not leave behind your toil to another, 

and your labors for distribution by lot? 

16 Give and take, and deceive your soul, 

because in Hades there is no seeking of delight. 

17 All flesh becomes old like a garment, 

for the covenant from eternity is, “By death you will die!” 

18 Like a leaf growing on a bushy tree, 

some are cut down, while others grow; 

so is the generation of flesh and blood: 

one dies, and another is born. 

19 Every decaying work comes to an end, 

and the one who does it will come to an end with it. 

Happiness of the Wise

20 Blessed is the man who will die in wisdom 

and who will converse in his intelligence; 

21 the one who ponders her ways in his heart 

will also gain insight into her secrets. 

22 Go out after her like a hunter 

and lie in wait at her entrances! 

23 The one who looks through her windows 

and listens at her doorway, 

24 who settles near her house 

and fixes a peg into the wall of her house, 

25 he will pitch his tent according to her hand 

and lodge in a good lodging place. 

26 He will put his children in her shelter 

and dwell under her branches. 

27 He will be protected by her from the heat, 

and he will lodge in her glory. 




15 The one who fears the Lord will do it, 

and the one who grasps the law will take hold of her. 

2 And she will meet him like a mother, 

and she will welcome him like a wife of virginity. 

3 She will feed him the bread of understanding 

and give him the water of wisdom to drink. 

4 He will be supported by her and he will not wobble, 

and he will be restrained by her and will not be disgraced. 

5 And she will exalt him above his neighbors, 

and she will open his mouth in the midst of the assembly. 

6 Gladness and a crown of rejoicing 

and an eternal name he will inherit. 

7 Foolish people will never lay hold of her, 

and sinful men will never see her. 

8 She is far from arrogance, 

and lying men will never remember her. 

Human Freedom

9 Praise is not beautiful in the mouth of a sinner 

because it was not sent from the Lord. 

10 For praise will be proclaimed in wisdom, 

and the Lord will prosper it. 

11 Do not say, “I turned away on account of the Lord,” 

for you shall not do that which he hates. 

12 Do not say, “He led me astray,” 

for he has no need of a sinful man. 

13 The Lord hated every abomination, 

and it is not beloved to those who fear him. 

14 He made humanity from the beginning 

and left him in the hand of his counsel. 

15 If you want, you will observe the commandments, 

and to perform faithfulness of goodwill. 

16 He has set fire and water before you; 

you shall stretch out your hand to wherever you want. 

17 Life and death is before humans, 

and whichever pleases him will be given to him. 

18 For the wisdom of the Lord is great; 

he is mighty in dominance and he sees everything. 

19 And his eyes are upon those who fear him, 

and he will recognize all of a person’s work. 

20 And he has commanded that no one act profanely, 

and he gave no liberty for anyone to sin. 




Curse and Blessing

16 Do not desire a multitude of useless children 

or make merry over ungodly sons; 

2 if they multiply, do not make merry over them 

unless the fear of the Lord is with them. 

3 Do not have trust in their life 

and do not hold on to their place; 

for one is better than a thousand 

and to die childless than to have ungodly children. 

4 For a city will be uniteda from one wise person, 

but a tribe of lawless people will be desolated. 

5 I have seen many things such as this with my eyes, 

and my ear has heard things more powerful than these. 

6 In an assembly of sinners a fire will be kindled, 

and anger will burn in a resistant nation. 

7 He did not make atonement concerning the ancient giants 

who turned away in their might. 

8 He did not spare—concerning Lot’s exile— 

those whom he loathed on account of their arrogance. 

9 He showed no mercy to a nation of destruction, 

to those who were taken away in their sins, 

10 and so to six hundred thousand foot soldiers 

who gathered together in their hardness of heart. 

11 Even if there is one stiff-necked person, this will be amazing if he will go unpunished; 

for mercy and anger are with him, 

the master of atonements and the one who pours out anger. 

12 According to his great mercy, so also his rebuke is great; 

he will judge a man according to his works. 

13 The sinner will not flee with the spoils, 

and the patience of the godly will not come far behind. 

14 He will make a place for all mercy; 

each will find according to his works.b 

17 Do not say, “I will be hidden from the Lord; 

will anyone remember me from on high? 

I will never be remembered among a great people; 

for what is my soul in the immeasurable creation?” 

18 Look, the heavens and God’s heaven of heavens, 

the deep, and the earth will be shaken at his visitation. 

19 The mountains and the foundations of the earth together 

shake with trembling when he looks at them. 

20 And no heart will think upon them, 

and who will ponder his ways? 

21 And there is a tempest, which no person will see, 

and most of his works are in hidden places. 

22 Who will announce works of righteousness? 

Or who will endure? For the covenant is far away. 

23 The one who is lessened in his heart thinks these things, 

and a foolish and deceived man thinks stupid things. 

Order in Creation

24 Listen my child, and learn understanding, 

and pay attention to my words in your heart. 

25 I will reveal instruction with a weight, 

and I announce understanding with precision. 

26 In the judgment of the Lord are his works from the beginning, 

and from the making of them he divided their parts. 

27 He arranged his works for eternity 

and their offices for their generations; 

they do not hunger or grow weary, 

and they did not desist from their works. 

28 Each one did not afflict his neighbor, 

and until eternity they will not resist his saying. 

29 And after these things, the Lord looked upon the earth 

and filled it with his good things. 

30 He covered its face with the soul of every animal, 

and they shall return into it. 




Creator and Judge

17 The Lord created a person from the earth, 

and he returned him to it again. 

2 He gave them days of a number, and time, 

and gave them authority over the things on it. 

3 He clothed them with might according to themselves, 

and he made them according to his image. 

4 And he put the fear of him upon all flesh, 

even to dominate wild animals and birds.a 

6 Counsel and tongue and eyes, 

ears and heart he gave to them to understand. 

7 He filled them with the knowledge of understanding, 

and he showed them good and evil. 

8 He put his eye upon their hearts 

to show them the splendor of his works, 

9 so that they might proclaim his magnificent works 

10 and they will praise the name of holiness. 

11 He placed knowledge before them, 

and he gave them the law of life as an inheritance. 

12 He established an eternal covenant with them, 

and he showed his judgments to them. 

13 Their eyes saw a magnificent thing of glory, 

and their ears heard the glory of their voice. 

14 And he said to them, “Beware of every unrighteous thing,” 

and he gave them each a command concerning their neighbor. 

15 Their ways are before him always; 

they will not be hidden from his eyes.a 

17 He appointed a leader for each nation, 

and Israel is the portion of the Lord. 

19 All of their works are before him like the sun,b 

and his eyes are continually upon their ways. 

20 Their injustices are not hidden from him, 

and all their sins are before the Lord.c 

22 The alms of a man are with him like a signet ring, 

and he will closely guard a person’s favor like the apple of his eye. 

23 After these things, he will rise up and repay them 

and repay their recompense on their head. 

24 But he gave return to those who repent, 

and he encouraged those who ran out of endurance. 

Repentance

25 Return to the Lord and abandon your sins; 

pray before his face and reduce the offense. 

26 Turn back to the Most High and turn away from unrighteousness, 

and greatly hate abomination. 

27 Who will praise the Most High in Hades 

instead of the living and those who give thanks? 

28 Thanksgiving perishes from the dead like one who does not exist; 

the living and healthy will praise the Lord. 

29 How great is the mercy of the Lord 

and forgiveness to those who turn to him! 

30 For not everything can be among humans 

because the son of humanity is not immortal. 

31 What is brighter than the sun? Even this comes to an end, 

and evil shall consider flesh and blood. 

32 He examines the power of the height of the heavens, 

and all humans are earth and ashes. 




Greatness

18 The one who lives for eternity created everything in common. 

2 The Lord alone will be justified.d 

4 He permitted no one to make his works known, 

and who shall search out his splendor? 

5 Who will count the strength of his majesty? 

And who will add to recount his mercies? 

6 There is no diminishing or increasing them, 

and there is no searching out the wonders of the Lord. 

7 When a person finishes, then he is beginning, 

and when he ceases, then he will be at a loss. 

8 What is a person, and what is his use? 

What is his good, and what is his evil? 

9 The number of a person’s days is many; a hundred years. 

10 Like a drop of water from the sea and a grain of sand, 

so are a few years in the day of eternity. 

11 Because of this the Lord was patient with them 

and kept pouring his mercy upon them. 

12 He saw and recognized their destruction, that it was evil; 

because of this he multiplied his forgiveness. 

13 The mercy of a person is upon his neighbor, 

but the mercy of the Lord is upon all flesh, 

reproving and instructing and teaching 

and turning them back like a shepherd turns his flock. 

14 He has mercy upon those who receive instruction 

and those who are eager for his judgments. 

Caution

15 Child, do not give blame with good deeds 

and grief of words with every gift. 

16 Will not the dew relieve the burning heat? 

So a word is better than a gift. 

17 Look, is not a word better than a good gift? 

And both are for a favored man. 

18 A stupid person will revile ungraciously, 

and the gift of the grudging melts the eyes. 

19 Learn before speaking, 

and attend to your health before sickness. 

20 Scrutinize yourself before the judgment, 

and you will find forgiveness in the hour of visitation. 

21 Humble yourself before you become sick, 

and show repentance in the time of sins. 

22 Do not hold back from repaying a vow promptly, 

and do not wait until death to be justified. 

23 Prepare yourself before praying, 

and do not be like a person who tests the Lord. 

24 Remember wrath in the days of death 

and at the time of vengeance when he turns his face away. 

25 Remember the time of famine in the time of plenty, 

poverty and want in the days of wealth. 

26 Time changes from morning until evening, 

and all things are fleeting before the Lord. 

27 A wise person will be cautious in everything, 

and in the days of sins he will take care against trespass. 

28 Every wise person knows wisdom, 

and the one who finds her will give thanks. 

29 The wise in words also made themselves wise, 

and they poured out accurate proverbs. 

Self-Control of Soula

30 Do not go after your desires, 

and restrain yourself from your appetites. 

31 If you will provide your soul with approval of desire, 

it will make you a laughingstock of your enemies. 

32 Do not make merry over great luxury; 

do not be bound by its expense. 

33 Do not become poor by feasting from borrowing, 

and you have nothing in your bag. 




19 A drunken worker will not become wealthy; 

the one who scorns the few things will fall little by little. 

2 Wine and women will lead the intelligent astray, 

and the one who joins himself to prostitutes will be more reckless. 

3 Decay and worms will take possession of him, 

and a reckless soul will be taken away. 

4 The one who trusts quickly is light in heart, 

and the one who sins will do wrong to his soul. 

5 The one who makes merry will be condemned by his heart, 

6 and the one who hates talking will diminish evil. 

7 Never repeat a word, 

and you will never lose anything. 

8 Do not report it to friend or to foe, 

and unless it is sin to you, do not reveal it. 

9 For he has heard you, and he watched you, 

and in time he will hate you. 

10 Have you heard a word? Let it die with you. 

Take courage! It will never make you burst. 

11 A fool will go into labor from the face of a word, 

as she who gives birth from the face of a baby. 

12 An arrow sticking in a thigh of flesh— 

such is a word in the belly of a stupid person. 

Gossip

13 Reprove a friend; perhaps he did not do it, 

and if he did do something, perhaps he would repeat it. 

14 Reprove a friend; perhaps he did not say it, 

and if he has said it, lest he repeat it. 

15 Reprove a friend, for often it becomes slander, 

and do not believe every word. 

16 There is one who slips, and not from his heart, 

and who has not sinned with his tongue? 

17 Reprove your neighbor before threatening him, 

and give a place for the law of the Most High.b 

True Wisdom and Speech

20 All wisdom is the fear of the Lord, 

and in all wisdom is doing the law.c 

22 And knowledge of evil is not wisdom, 

and prudence is not where the counsel of sinners is. 

23 There is a wickedness, and this is an abomination, 

and a fool is inferior in wisdom. 

24 Better is the one inferior in understanding who is fearful 

than the one who abounds in prudence and transgresses the law. 

25 There is a scrupulous craftiness, and this is unrighteous; 

and there is one who twists a favor to produce a judgment. 

26 There is a wicked person bent over in blackness, 

and he is full of deceit inside. 

27 Bending down his face and being deaf in one ear, 

he will outrun you where he is not recognized. 

28 And if he is hindered from sinning by lack of strength, 

if he finds an opportune time he will do evil. 

29 A man will be recognized by his appearance, 

and an intelligent person will be recognized by a meeting of the face. 

30 The clothing of a man and open-mouthed laugha and the stride of a person report the things about him. 




20 There is a reproof that is not appropriate, 

and there is one who keeps silent, and he is prudent. 

Loss and Speech

2 How good it is to reprove rather than be wrathful, 

and the one who admits fault will be kept from loss.b 

4 A eunuch’s desire is to violate a young woman, 

so is he who makes judgments under threat of force. 

5 There is one who keeps silent, being found wise, 

and there is one who is hated because of much talk. 

6 There is one who keeps silent, for he has nothing to answer, 

and there is one who keeps silent because he knows the opportune time. 

7 A wise person will be silent until the opportune time, 

but the swaggerer and fool will miss the opportune time. 

8 The one who abounds in words will be detested, 

and the one who usurps authority will be hated. 

9 A man has success in evil times, 

and there is unexpected fortune in loss. 

10 There is giving that will not profit you, 

and there is giving whose return is double. 

11 There is loss for the sake of glory, 

and there is one who will raise his head from humiliation. 

12 There is one who buys many things with a little 

and repays them sevenfold. 

13 The wise in word will make himself beloved, 

but the favors of stupid people will be poured out. 

14 The giving of a fool will not profit you, 

for his eyes are many instead of single. 

15 He will give little and reproach much, 

and will open his mouth like a herald. 

Today he lends, and tomorrow he will demand return; 

hateful is such a person. 

16 A fool will say, “I have no friend, 

and there is no thanks for my good deeds. 

Those who eat my bread are worthless with their tongues.” 

17 How often and how many will mock him? 

Careful Speech

18 A slip from the ground is better than from the tongue, 

so the downfall of the wicked will come with haste. 

19 An ungracious person, an ill-timed story, 

will always be in the mouth of a fool. 

20 A proverb from the mouth of a fool will be rejected, 

for he does not speak it in its opportune time. 

21 There is one who is hindered from sinning because of need, 

and in his rest he will not be pierced to the heart. 

22 There is one who destroys his soul through shame 

and will destroy it because of the face of a fool. 

23 There is one who makes promises to a friend on account of shame, 

and has gratuitously made him an enemy. 

24 A lie is an evil blot in a person; 

it will always be in the mouth of the undisciplined. 

25 Better a thief than one who continues in a lie, 

but both will inherit destruction. 

26 The disposition of a lying person is dishonorable, 

and his shame is with him continuously. 

Proverbial Wordsa

27 The wise in words will promote himself, 

and a prudent person will please nobles. 

28 The one who works the land will raise his heap, 

and the one who pleases nobles will make atonement for injustice. 

29 Hospitality and gifts blind the eyes of the wise, 

and turn him away from discipline like a muzzle in the mouth. 

30 Hidden wisdom and unseen treasure— 

what benefit is there in both? 

31 Better is a person who hides his folly 

than a person who hides his wisdom. 




Various Sins

21 Child, have you sinned? Add to them no more, 

and petition concerning your former ones. 

2 Flee from sin as from the face of a serpent; 

for if you approach it, it will bite you. 

Its teeth are lion’s teeth, 

destroying the souls of humans. 

3 All lawlessness is like a two-edged sword; 

there is no healing for its wound. 

4 Panic and insolence will desolate wealth; 

so, too, the house of the arrogant will be desolated. 

5 The prayer of the poor person goes from his mouth to his ears, 

and his judgment comes with speed. 

6 The one who hates reproof walks in the footprints of a sinner, 

and the one who fears the Lord will convert in his heart. 

7 The one who is strong in tongue is known from afar, 

but the intelligent knows it when he slips. 

8 The one who builds his house with the wealth of another 

is like one who gathers his stones in a storm. 

9 The gathering of the lawless is like gathered flax, 

and their end is a flame of fire. 

10 The way of sinners is leveled with stones, 

and at its end is the pit of Hades. 

11 The one who keeps the law controls his thought, 

and the conclusion of the fear of the Lord is wisdom. 

12 Whoever is not crafty will not be disciplined; 

there is a craftiness that increases bitterness. 

13 The knowledge of the wise will increase like a flood, 

and his counsel is like a fountain of life. 

14 The entrails of a stupid person are like a broken vessel, 

and he will not master any knowledge. 

15 If an intelligent person hears a wise word, 

he will praise it and add to it; 

the indulgent person heard and it displeased him, 

and he turned it behind his back. 

16 The explanation of a fool is like a burden on a journey, 

but grace will be found upon the lips of the intelligent. 

17 The mouth of a prudent person will be sought in an assembly, 

and he will remember his words in his heart. 

18 Like a destroyed house, so is wisdom to a stupid person, 

and the knowledge of the ignorant is unexamined words. 

19 Fetters on the feet—discipline for the thoughtless, 

and like manacles on his right hand. 

20 A fool raises his voice in laughter, 

but a clever man will scarcely smile softly. 

21 Instruction is like a golden ornament to the thoughtful 

and like a bracelet on his right arm. 

22 The stupid person’s foot rushes into a house, 

but the experienced person will be ashamed by his face. 

23 A fool peers into a house from the door, 

but a disciplined man will stand outside. 

24 It is a person’s ignorance to listen from the door, 

but the thoughtful will be weighed down by dishonor. 

25 The lips of strangers will be weighed down by these, 

but words of the thoughtful will be set in a yoke. 

26 The heart of the stupid is in their mouth, 

but the mouth of the wise is their heart. 

27 When the ungodly curses the satan, 

he curses his own soul. 

28 The whisperer defiles his own soul, 

and he will be hated in the neighborhood. 




Degenerates and Friends

22 A lazy person was compared to a filthy stone, 

and everyone will hiss at his dishonor. 

2 A lazy person has been compared to the filth of manure: 

everyone who picks it up will shake off his hand. 

3 The shame of a father is in an undisciplined child, 

but a daughter is born at a loss. 

4 A thoughtful daughter will take possession of her husband, 

and she who is shamed becomes grief for the one who fathered her. 

5 The bold woman shames a father and a husband, 

and she will be dishonored by both. 

6 Music in mourning is like an ill-timed story; 

whips and discipline are of wisdom at every time. 

7 The one who teaches a fool is one who glues pottery, 

who awakens a sleeper from a deep sleep. 

8 The one who tells a story to a fool is one who tells a story to a sleeper, 

and at the conclusion he will say, “What is it?”a 

11 Weep over the dead, for he has abandoned the light, 

and weep over the stupid person, for he has abandoned intelligence. 

Weep less bitterly over the dead, since he has found rest, 

but the evil life of a stupid person is beyond death. 

12 There are seven days of mourning for the dead, 

but for a fool and the ungodly, all the days of his life. 

13 Do not talk much with a fool, 

and do not go to a person without understanding. 

Keep away from him, lest you have trouble, 

and you will never be stained when he shakes himself. 

Turn away from him, and you will find rest, 

and you will not be wearied by his madness. 

14 What will be weighed down more than lead? 

And what is the name for it except “fool”? 

15 Sand and salt and a lump of iron 

are easier to carry than a person without understanding. 

16 A beam of wood fastened into a building 

will not come loose in an earthquake; 

so the heart established by thoughts of a plan 

will not be afraid at the time. 

17 A heart established on intelligent thought 

is like a plaster ornament on a polished wall. 

18 Fences laid on high ground 

shall not endure against the wind; 

so a cowardly heart laid on the thought of a stupid person 

will never endure in the presence of every fear. 

19 The one who pricks the eye causes tears, 

and the one who pricks the heart reveals feelings. 

20 The one who throws a stone at birds scares them away, 

and the one who reviles a friend will break a friendship. 

21 If you draw a sword against a friend, 

do not despair, for there is a way back. 

22 If you open your mouth against a friend, 

do not worry, for there is reconciliation; 

but reproach and arrogance and disclosing a secret and a deceitful wound— 

at these things, every friend will flee. 

23 Gain trust with your neighbor in poverty 

so that in his good times you might be filled together. 

Remain by him in the time of affliction 

so that you might be a co-heir in his inheritance. 

24 Before a fire there is steam and smoke from a furnace; 

so, before blood there is abuse. 

25 I will not be ashamed to protect a friend, 

and I will not hide from his face. 

26 And if evil things happen to me because of him, 

everyone who hears it will keep away from him. 

Vigilance

27 Who will give me a guard over my mouth 

and a clever seal on my lips, 

lest I fall because of it 

and my tongue destroy me? 




23 Lord, father and master of my life, 

do not abandon me to their plan; 

do not leave me to fall among them. 

2 Who will set whips upon my thoughts 

and the discipline of wisdom over my heart, 

so they might not spare over my mistakes 

and do not overlook their sins, 

3 so that my ignorance does not multiply, 

and my sins abound, 

and then I will fall before my adversaries, 

and my enemy will rejoice over me? 

4 Lord, father and God of my life, 

do not give me lifting of eyes, 

5 and turn desire away from me. 

6 Do not let the appetite of the belly and lust take hold of me, 

and do not hand me over to a shameless soul. 

Discipline of Moutha

7 Listen to the instruction of the mouth, children, 

and the one who keeps watch will never be caught; 

by his lips 8 he will be left behind, 

and the sinner and abuser and arrogant 

will be tripped up by them. 

9 Do not accustom your mouth to an oath, 

and do not be accustomed to the naming of the Holy One. 

10 For just as a household servant who is continuously scrutinized 

will not lack a bruise, 

so the one who always swears and takes the Name 

will never be clean from sin. 

11 A man who swears often will be full of lawlessness, 

and the whip will not depart from his house. 

If he errs, his sin remains upon him; 

and if he disregards it, he has sinned doubly. 

And if he has sworn in vain, he will not be pronounced righteous, 

for his house will be full of misery. 

12 There is a kind of speech clothed with death. 

Let it not be found among the inheritance of Jacob, 

for all these things will be far from the godly, 

and they will not be involved in sins. 

13 Do not accustom your mouth to lewd ignorance, 

for in it is a word of sin. 

14 Remember your father and mother, 

for you sit in council in the midst of nobles, 

lest you forget yourself before them 

and by your habit you become foolish, 

and you will wish you had not been born, 

and may you not curse the day of your birth. 

15 A person who is accustomed to words of reproach 

will never be disciplined in all his days. 

Impure Words and Women

16 Two kinds multiply sins, 

and the third will bring on anger. 

A hot soul is like burning fire; 

it will never be quenched until it is swallowed up. 

A fornicating person in the body of his flesh 

will never cease until the fire burns out. 

17 To a fornicating person, all bread is sweet; 

he will not grow weary until he dies. 

18 A person transgressing from his bed, 

says in his soul, “Who sees me? 

Darkness circles me, and the walls are covering me, 

and no one sees me. What do I have to fear? 

The Most High will never remember my sins.” 

19 And the eyes of humans are his fear, 

and he does not know that the eyes of the Lord are infinitely brighter than the sun, 

observing all the ways of humans and perceiving in the secret parts. 

20 Before all things were created they were known to him; 

so also after they were completed. 

21 This one will be punished in the streets of the city, 

and will be seized when he has not suspected it. 

22 So also a woman who leaves her husband 

and presents him with an heir from a stranger. 

23 For first of all, she has resisted in the law of the Most High; 

and second, she has committed an offense against her husband; 

and third, she has committed adultery by fornication; 

she presented children from a strange man. 

24 This woman will be brought out unto the assembly, 

and there will be a visitation on her children. 

25 Her children will not spread into root, 

and her branches will give no fruit. 

26 She will leave behind her memory for a curse, 

and her reproach will not be wiped out. 

27 And those who are left behind will recognize 

that nothing is better than the fear of the Lord, 

and nothing is sweeter than giving heed to the commands of the Lord. 




Praise of Wisdom

24 Wisdom will praise her soul, 

and in the middle of her people she will boast. 

2 In the assembly of the Most High she will open her mouth, 

and in the presence of his power she will boast. 

3 I came out of the mouth of the Most High, 

and I covered the earth like a fog. 

4 I encamped in the lofty places, 

and my throne was in a pillar of cloud. 

5 I alone surrounded the circle of heaven, 

and I walked in the depth of the abyss. 

6 In the waves of the sea and in all the earth, 

and among every people and nation, I have acquired a possession. 

7 With all of these I sought rest, 

and in whose inheritance shall I lodge? 

8 Then the creator of all things commanded me, 

and the one who created me gave rest to my tent 

and said, “Encamp in Jacob, 

and take possession in Israel.” 

9 Before eternity, from the beginning he created me; 

and until eternity I will never come to an end. 

10 I ministered in the holy tent before him, 

and thus I was established in Zion. 

11 In the beloved city he likewise gave me rest, 

and my authority was in Jerusalem. 

12 And I took root among an honored people, 

in a portion of the Lord, his inheritance. 

13 I was raised up like a cedar in Lebanon 

and like a cypress in the mountains of Hermon. 

14 I was raised up on the seashore like a palm tree 

and like rose bushes in Jericho, 

like a beautiful olive tree in the field, 

and I was raised up like a plane tree. 

15 I gave a sweet smell like cinnamon and aspalathus, 

and I gave a sweet smell like choicest myrrh, 

like galbanum and onyx and myrrh oil, 

and like the vapor of frankincense in a tent. 

16 I stretched out my branches like a terebinth tree, 

and my branches are branches of glory and grace. 

17 I am like a vine sprouting grace, 

and my blossoms are fruit of glory and wealth.a 

19 Come to me, you who desire me, 

and be filled by my produce. 

20 For the memory of me is sweeter than honey, 

and my inheritance is sweeter than a honeycomb. 

21 Those who eat me will hunger more, 

and those who drink me will thirst more. 

22 The one who obeys me will not be put to shame, 

and those who work with me will not sin. 

23 All these things are the book of the covenant of the Most High God, 

the law that Moses commanded 

as an inheritance for the congregation of Jacob:b 

25 the one who fills wisdom like the Pishon, 

and like the Tigris in the days of new things; 

26 the one who fills up understanding like the Euphrates, 

and like the Jordan in the days of harvest; 

27 the one who reveals discipline like light, 

like the Gihon in the days of vintage. 

28 The first person did not complete knowing her, 

and so, too, the last person could not search her out. 

29 For her thought was filled by the sea, 

and her counsel by the great abyss. 

30 I, too, am like a canal from a river, 

and I came out like an aqueduct into paradise. 

31 I said, “I will water my garden 

and make my garden bed drunk,” 

and look, my brook became a river, 

and my river became a sea. 

32 Yet I will make instruction shine like the dawn, 

and I will reveal them to afar. 

33 Still I will pour out discipline like prophecy, 

and I will leave it for generations of eternity. 

34 See that I labored not only for me, 

but rather for all who seek her. 




Elders

25 I was beautiful by three things, and I stood beautiful before the Lord and humans: 

the unity of brothers, and the affection of neighbors, 

and a woman and man living in harmony with themselves. 

2 But my soul hates three kinds 

and I was very irritated at their life: 

an arrogant poor person, and a rich liar, 

an old adulterer who lacks understanding. 

3 If in youth you have not gathered, 

and how can you find in your old age? 

4 How beautiful is judgment in gray hairs 

and recognizing counsel among elders. 

5 How beautiful is the wisdom of the old, 

and the understanding and counsel among the honored. 

6 Experience is the crown of the old, 

and their boast is the fear of the Lord. 

Blessedness

7 I have blessed nine considerations in my heart, 

and I will speak a tenth with my tongue: 

a person who makes merry over children, 

who lives and who sees the downfall of his enemies. 

8 Blessed is the one who dwells with an intelligent wife 

and who has not slipped with the tongue, 

and who has not served someone unworthy of him. 

9 Blessed is the one who finds prudence, 

and the one who recounts into the ears of those who listen. 

10 How great is the one who finds wisdom, 

but there is no one better than the one who fears the Lord. 

11 The fear of the Lord surpasses above all; 

to whom can the one who masters it be compared?a 

A Wicked Woman

13 Any wound, and not a wound of the heart! 

And any wickedness, but not the wickedness of a woman! 

14 Any misery, and not the misery of those who hate! 

And any vengeance, but not the vengeance of enemies! 

15 There is no head beyond the head of a serpent, 

and there is no wrath beyond the wrath of an enemy. 

16 I would be pleased to dwell with a lion and a dragon 

rather than dwell with a wicked woman. 

17 The wickedness of a woman changes her appearance 

and darkens her face like sackcloth. 

18 In the midst of his neighbors her husband will sit, 

and when he listened, he groaned bitterly. 

19 All evil is little compared to the evil of a woman. 

May the lot of a sinner fall upon her. 

20 A sandy ascent by the feet of the elderly, 

so is a talkative wife to a quiet husband. 

21 Do not stumble at the beauty of a woman, 

and do not desire a woman. 

22 There is anger and shamelessness and great shame 

if a woman provides for her husband. 

23 A humble heart and sad face 

and a wounded heart is a wicked wife; 

hands dropping to the side and weakened knees 

is she who does not bless her husband. 

24 The beginning of sin was from a woman, 

and because of her we all die. 

25 Do not give water an outlet 

or authority to a wicked woman. 

26 Unless she walks according to your hand, 

cut her off from your flesh. 




A Good Wife

26 Blessed is the husband of a good wife, 

and the number of his days will be double. 

2 A virtuous wife cheers her husband, 

and he will fill his years with peace. 

3 A good wife is a good portion; 

she will be given as a portion for those who fear the Lord. 

4 The heart of a rich or poor person is good; 

at every time his face is cheerful. 

5 My heart felt dread from three things, 

and my face was bound at a fourth: 

an accusation of a city, and the assembly of a crowd, 

and slander; all are hardships beyond death. 

6 A rival woman to a woman is heartache and grief, 

and she who shares with everyone is a scourging of the tongue. 

7 A wicked wife is a yoke being shaken; 

the one who possesses her is like one who grasps a scorpion. 

8 A drunken wife is great anger, 

and she will not cover her shame. 

9 The fornication of a wife is in the haughtiness of her eyes, 

and it will be known by her eyelashes. 

10 Keep a firm watch over your headstrong daughter, 

lest when she finds liberty for herself, she makes use of it. 

11 Guard against a shameless eye, 

and do not marvel if she offends against you. 

12 As a thirsty traveler opens her mouth 

and will drink from any water nearby, 

she will sit down before every tent peg, 

and she will open her quiver before the arrow. 

13 The grace of a wife will delight her husband, 

and her skill will fatten his bones. 

14 A quiet wife is a gift of the Lord, 

and there is no exchange for a disciplined soul. 

15 A modest wife is grace upon grace, 

and there is no weight worthier than possession of the soul. 

16 The sun rising up in the heights is the Lord’s, 

and the beauty of a good wife is in the ornamentation of his house. 

17 A shining lamp on the holy lampstand— 

also the beauty of the face on steady age. 

18 Golden pillars on a base of silver— 

also beautiful feet on well-built chests.a 

Distressing Things

28 My heart has been distressed over two things, 

and wrath has come upon me over a third: 

a warrior man in lack because of need, 

and wise men being held in contempt; 

the one who turns from righteousness to sin, 

the Lord will prepare him for the sword. 

Commerce

29 A merchant will hardly keep himself from deceit, 

and a huckster will not be justified from sin. 




27 Many have sinned for what makes no difference, 

and the one who seeks to become rich will turn back his eye. 

2 A peg will be driven between the joints of stones, 

and sin will be smashed between a sale and a purchase. 

3 Unless one holds fast to the fear of the Lord, 

hastily, without delay, 

his house will be overturned. 

4 In the shaking of a sieve, the dirt remains; 

so the filth of a person in his reasoning. 

5 The kiln tests the vessels of a potter, 

and the test of person is in his schemes. 

6 Its fruit reveals a tree’s cultivation; 

so speech reveals the reasoning of a person’s heart. 

7 Do not praise a man before reasoning, 

for this is the test of people. 

8 If you pursue righteousness, you will take hold of it, 

and you will put it on like a robe of glory. 

9 Birds will settle with the ones like them, 

and truth will return to those who practice it. 

10 A lion lies in wait for prey; 

so do sins for those who practice unrighteousness. 

11 The conversation of the godly is always wisdom, 

but the fool changes like the moon. 

12 In the midst of those without understanding observe closely the time, 

but continue in the midst of those who consider. 

13 The story of the stupid is offense, 

and their laughter is in wantonness of sin. 

14 Profanity-laden talking will lift up hair, 

and their fight is a stopping up of the ears. 

15 The strife of the arrogant is a shedding of blood, 

and their railing is grievous to hear. 

Secrets and Hypocrisy

16 The one who reveals secrets has destroyed trust, 

and will never find a friend for his soul. 

17 Cherish a friend and keep faith with him, 

but if you reveal his secrets, do not follow after him. 

18 For just as a person destroyed his enemy, 

so you have destroyed the friendship of your neighbor. 

19 And as you set a bird free from your hand, 

so you have let your neighbor go, and you will not catch him. 

20 Do not pursue him, for he has gone far away, 

and he has escaped like a gazelle from a snare. 

21 For a wound can be bound, 

and there is reconciliation of abuse, 

but the one who uncovers secrets is without hope. 

22 The one who winks the eye designs evil things, 

and no one will depart from him. 

23 He will sweeten your mouth before your eyes, 

and he will be amazed at your words, 

but later he will twist his mouth, 

and he will give offense with your words. 

24 I have hated many things, and I did not become like him, 

and the Lord will hate him. 

25 The one who throws a stone up high throws it onto his head, 

and a deceitful blow will open wounds. 

26 The one who digs a pit will fall into it, 

and the one who sets a trap will be caught in it. 

27 The one who does evil, it will be rolled onto him, 

and he will never know from where it has come to him. 

28 Mockery and reproach are from arrogant people, 

and vengeance will lie in wait for him like a lion. 

29 Those who make merry at the destruction of the godly will be caught in a trap, 

and pain will consume them before their death. 

Resentment and Strife

30 Vengefulness and anger, these also are abominations, 

and a sinful man will be a possessor of them. 




28 The one who avenges will find vengeance from the Lord, 

and strengthening, he will strengthen his sins. 

2 Forgive your neighbor his injustice, 

and then when you pray, your sins will be pardoned. 

3 A person holds anger against a person— 

and he seeks healing from the Lord? 

4 He has no mercy for a person like himself— 

and he petitions regarding his sins? 

5 He, being flesh, harbors vengefulness— 

who will make atonement for his sins? 

6 Remember the end, and stop being an enemy; 

remember destruction and death and be true to the commands. 

7 Remember the commandments, and do not be vengeful to your neighbor, 

and remember the covenant of the Most High and overlook ignorance. 

Strife

8 Abstain from a fight, and you will diminish sins, 

for a hot-tempered person will ignite strife. 

9 And a sinful man will trouble friends, 

and he casts slander between those at peace. 

10 According to the fire’s wood, so it will burn; 

according to the person’s strength will be his wrath. 

And according to his wealth, his anger will rise; 

and according to the obstinacy of the fight, so it will burn. 

11 Hastened strife kindles a fire, 

and a hastened fight pours out blood. 

12 If you blow a spark, it will be kindled, 

and if you spit on it, it will be put out; 

and both come from your mouth. 

The Tongue

13 Curse gossips and the deceitful, 

for they have destroyed many who were at peace. 

14 A third tongue has shaken many 

and scattered them from nation to nation 

and pulled down strong cities 

and overturned the houses of nobles. 

15 A third tongue has driven out virtuous women 

and deprived them of their labors. 

16 The one who gives heed to it will never find rest 

or encamp with quiet. 

17 A blow of a whip makes bruises, 

but a blow of the tongue will crush bones. 

18 Many have fallen by the mouth of swords, 

but not as many as those who have fallen because of the tongue. 

19 Blessed is the one who is protected from it, 

who has not gone through in its wrath, 

who has not pulled its yoke 

and not been bound by its chains. 

20 For its yoke is a yoke of iron, 

and its chains are chains of bronze. 

21 Its death is a wicked death, 

and Hades is more profitable than it. 

22 It will not rule over the godly, 

and they will not be burned by its flame. 

23 Those who forsake the Lord will fall into it, 

and it will be kindled in them, and it will never be quenched; 

it will be sent out upon them like a lion, 

and it will injure them like a leopard. 

24 Look! Build a fence around your property with thorns; 

tie up your silver and gold! 

25 And make a balance and scale for your words, 

and make a door and crossbar for your mouth. 

26 Beware lest you somehow slip in it; 

do not fall before those lying in wait. 





Finances

29 The one who does mercy will lend to his neighbor, 

and the one who strengthens with his hand keeps the commandments. 

2 Lend to your neighbor in his time of need, 

and repay your neighbor again at the proper time. 

3 Establish a word and be trustworthy with him, 

and you will find what you need every time. 

4 Many considered a loan as if it were unexpected fortune, 

and caused affliction for those who helped them. 

5 He will kiss his hands until he receives it, 

and he will lower his voice about his neighbor’s possessions, 

but at the time for repayment he will delay for time, 

and respond with words of indifference 

and complain about the time. 

6 If he has the power, he will recover hardly half, 

and he will count it as unexpected fortune; 

but if not, he has robbed him of his wealth 

and made him an enemy not without cause; 

he will respond to him with curses and abuse, 

and he will respond to him with dishonor instead of honor. 

7 Many have turned back for the sake of evil, 

fearing to be defrauded without cause. 

8 Nevertheless, be longsuffering over the humble, 

and you shall draw him aside over alms. 

9 Help a poor man for the sake of the commandment, 

and do not turn him away empty according to his need. 

10 Lose your silver for a brother and a friend, 

and do not let it rust under a stone for destruction. 

11 Set your treasure according to the commandments of the Most High, 

and it will profit you more than gold. 

12 Deposit alms in your storehouse, 

and this will deliver you from every affliction. 

13 More than a shield of strength and more than a spear of might, 

it will fight for you against your enemy. 

14 A good man will be surety for his neighbor, 

but the one who has lost all shame will leave him. 

15 Do not forget the favor of your supporter, 

for he has given his soul on your behalf. 

16 A sinner will overthrow his supporter’s goods, 

17 and the ungracious in thought will forsake his rescuer. 

18 Being surety has destroyed many who were prosperous, 

and has shaken them like a wave of the sea. 

It has exiled mighty men, 

and they wandered among foreign nations. 

19 The sinner who has fallen into surety 

and pursues gain will fall into judgments. 

20 Help your neighbor according to your ability, 

and take care that you not fall. 

Hospitality

21 The beginning of life is water and bread and clothing 

and a house that covers shame. 

22 Better is the life of the poor under the shelter of a beam 

than sumptuous meat among strangers. 

23 Have satisfaction with little and great. 

24 A wicked life is from house to house, 

and where it will lodge, it will not open its mouth. 

25 You will entertain strangers and give drink to the ungrateful, 

and for the bitter you will listen to these words: 

26 “Come, sojourner, set a table, 

and if there is anything in your hand, feed me.” 

27 “Away, sojourner, from a face of honor; 

my brother is being hosted by me; there is need of hospitality.” 

28 These things are burdens for a person having wisdom: 

criticism from the household and the reproach of a moneylender. 




Concerning Children

30 The one who loves his son will continue his scourge, 

so that he might make merry at last. 

2 The one who disciplines his son will benefit by him, 

and he will boast about him among acquaintances. 

3 The one who teaches his son will make his enemy jealous, 

and he will rejoice over him before his friends. 

4 His father died, and it is like he had not died, 

for he has left after him one who is like him. 

5 During his life he saw and rejoiced, 

and at his end he was not grieved. 

6 He has left behind an avenger against enemies 

and one who repays kindness to friends. 

7 He will bind up his wounds concerning souls of sons, 

and his insides will be troubled at every cry. 

8 An untamed horse goes away stubborn, 

and a son let loose turns out unruly. 

9 Nurture a child, and he will astonish you; 

play with him, and he will grieve you. 

10 Do not laugh with him, lest you suffer with him, 

and at last you will grind your teeth. 

11 Do not give him authority in his youth. 

12 Bruise his side when he is young, 

lest he become stubborn and resist you. 

13 Discipline your son and work with him, 

lest you stumble by your shame. 

14 Better a poor person who is healthy and strong in constitution 

than a rich person who is whipped in his body. 

15 Health and fitness are better than any gold, 

and a strong body than immeasurable wealth. 

Concerning Food

16 There is no wealth better than the health of the body, 

and there is no gladness surpassing joy of the heart. 

17 Death is better than a bitter life or a chronic illness. 

18 Like good things poured out on a closed mouth 

is laying an offering of food on a grave. 

19 What benefit is a burnt offering to an idol? 

For it can neither eat nor smell. 

So is the one punished by the Lord, 

20 seeing with his eyes and sighing, 

like a eunuch embracing a virgin and sighing. 

21 Do not give your soul to grief, 

and do not afflict yourself with your own counsel. 

22 Merriment of heart is the life of a person, 

and the rejoicing of a man is length of days. 

23 Love your soul and encourage your heart, 

and remove sorrow far from you; 

for sorrow has killed many, 

and there is no profit in it. 

24 Jealousy and anger shorten days, 

and anxiety brings old age before the proper time.a 




33 13b A bright and gentle heart at table 

will benefit from its food. 




34 1 Watchfulness of wealth wastes away the flesh, 

and anxiety of it drives away sleep. 

2 Anxiety over sleeplessness will receive drowsiness in return, 

and a severe illness will carry off sleep. 

3 The rich person toiled at amassing wealth, 

and in his rest, he fills himself with his luxuries. 

4 The poor person toiled in loss of life, 

and in his rest, he becomes needy. 

5 The one who loves gold will not be justified, 

and the one who pursues destruction will himself be filled. 

6 Many have been handed over to a calamity thanks to gold, 

and their destruction happened according to their face. 

7 It is a stumbling block to those who sacrifice by it, 

and every fool will be captured by it. 

8 Blessed is the rich person who was found blameless, 

and who has not gone after gold. 

9 Who is he, and shall we bless him? 

For he has done wonders in his people. 

10 Who has been tested by it and been made perfect? 

And let it become a boast. 

Who could transgress and did not transgress, 

and could do evil and did not do it? 

11 His goods will be established, 

and the assembly will recount his charity. 

Banquet Etiquette

12 Have you sat down at a great table? 

Do not open your throat over it, 

and do not say, “Indeed, how much is on it!” 

13 Remember that the wicked eye is an evil thing; 

what was created more wicked than an eye? 

Because of this, there is weeping from every face. 

14 Do not reach out your hand wherever you look, 

and do not press with him at the dish. 

15 Consider your neighbor’s things from your own, 

and ponder upon every deed. 

16 Eat the things set before you like a human, 

and do not chomp, lest you be hated. 

17 Be the first one to stop, thanks to discipline, 

and do not be insatiable, lest you cause offense. 

18 And if you have sat among many, 

do not reach out your hand ahead of them. 

19 How the little is sufficient for a disciplined person, 

and he does not gasp for breath upon his bed. 

20 A healthy sleep depends upon a moderate gut; 

he rose early, and his soul with him. 

The labor of sleeplessness and cholera and colic are with the greedy man. 

21 And if you were overpowered by delicacies, 

get up midway, and you will have rest. 

22 Listen to me, child, and do not disregard me, 

and in the end, you will find my words. 

Become skillful in all your deeds, 

and no illness will ever encounter you. 

23 Lips will bless him who is generous with bread, 

and the testimony of his excellence is trustworthy. 

24 The city will mutter about the one who is stingy with bread, 

and the testimony of his stinginess is accurate. 

Wine

25 Do not make a man of yourself with wine, 

for wine has destroyed many. 

26 The kiln tests steel with a dipping; 

so, too, wine tests hearts in the fight of the arrogant. 

27 Wine is the equal of life for a person 

if you drink it in its moderation. 

What is life without wine? 

And it is created for people, for merriment. 

28 Joy of heart and gladness of soul 

is sufficient wine drunk at the proper time. 

29 Bitterness of soul is much wine drunk 

among irritation and conflict. 

30 Drunkenness increases the anger of a fool to offense, 

diminishing might and producing wounds. 

31 Do not reprove your neighbor at a wine-drinking party, 

and do not scorn him in his merriment. 

Do not say a word of reproach to him, 

and do not afflict him with a demanding for repayment. 




Hosting a Banquet

35 1 Have they appointed you as head of a feast? Do not exalt yourself; 

be among them like one of them; 

be considerate of them, and so sit down. 

2 And when you have completed your every obligation, sit down 

so that you might make merry because of them 

and receive a crown thanks to your good conduct. 

Banquet Etiquette

3 Speak, elder, for it is fitting for you, 

with accurate knowledge, and do not hold back music. 

4 Wherever there is entertainment, do not pour out talking, 

and do not offer ill-timed wisdom. 

5 A signet ring of ruby set upon a golden ornament 

is a concert of music at a wine-drinking party. 

6 A signet ring of emerald in a golden setting 

is a piece of music with pleasant wine. 

7 Speak, young man, if the need is yours, 

no more than twice if you are asked. 

8 Summarize your speech; in few there are many; 

be like one who knows and is silent at the same time. 

9 Do not make yourself equal in the midst of nobles, 

and when another is speaking, do not chatter much. 

10 Lightning speeds ahead before thunder, 

and grace will go before the modest. 

11 Rise up in the hour, and do not lag behind; 

run to home, and do not delay 

12 Amuse yourself there, and do the things you desire, 

but do not sin with an arrogant word. 

13 And for these things, bless the one who made you 

and who fills you with his good things. 

Fear of the Lord

14 The one who fears the Lord will receive discipline, 

and those who seek eagerly will find approval. 

15 The one who seeks the law will be filled by it, 

and the hypocrite will be tripped up by it. 

16 Those who fear the Lord will find a judgment 

and will kindle duties like a light. 

17 A sinful person will turn away conviction, 

and he will find an excuse according to his will. 

18 A man of counsel will not disregard a thought; 

a strange and arrogant person will tremble before no fear, 

even after acting with him without counsel. 

19 Do nothing without counsel, 

and when you act, do not repent. 

20 Do not go on a way of stumbling, 

and do not trip among the stones. 

21 Do not trust in an unscouted path; 

22 and guard against your children. 

23 In every deed trust your soul, 

for this also is the keeping of the commandments. 

24 The one who trusts the law gives heed to the commandments, 

and the one who trusts the Lord will suffer no loss. 




36 1 No evil will befall the one who fears the Lord, 

but even again he will be delivered in trials. 

2 A wise man will not hate the law, 

but the one who is hypocritical with it is like a boat in a storm. 

3 An intelligent person will trust in the law, 

and the law will be faithful to him like the question of the righteous. 

4 Prepare a word, and so you will be heard; 

bind the instruction together and answer. 

5 The insides of a fool are the wheel of a wagon, 

and his thought is like an axle turning. 

6 A mare for breeding is like a mocking friend: 

she neighs underneath all who sit upon her. 

7 Why does one day surpass another day, 

when all the light of day of a year is from the sun? 

8 They were separated by the knowledge of the Lord, 

and he made the changes of seasons and the feasts. 

9 He exalted and consecrated some from them, 

and he established some from them for a number of days. 

10 And all humans are from the ground, 

and Adam was created from the earth. 

11 In the fullness of knowledge, the Lord separated them, 

and he made the changes of their ways. 

12 He blessed and exalted some from them, 

and he consecrated and drew some from them to him; 

he cursed and humbled some from them, 

and he turned them from their position. 

13 Like the clay of a potter in his hand, 

all his ways are according to his pleasure; 

so are humans in the hand of the one who made them, 

to pay them back according to his decision. 

14 Good is opposite evil, 

and life is opposite death; 

so, too, the sinner is opposite the godly. 

15 And in this way, look at all the works of the Most High; 

two by two, the one opposite the one. 

16a And last of all, I was watchful, 




30 a25 like one who gleans after the harvest. 

I arrived first by the blessing of the Lord, 

and I filled the winepress like the harvester. 

26 Observe that I have labored not for myself only, 

but for all those who seek discipline. 

27 Hear me, nobles of the people; 

and leaders of the assembly, pay heed! 

28 To a son or a woman, brother or friend, 

do not give power over you during your life; 

and do not give your possessions to another, 

lest you regret it and ask for them. 

29 As long as you still live and breath is in you, 

do not exchange yourself for any flesh. 

30 For it is better for children to ask you 

than for you to look to the hands of your sons. 

31 In all of your deeds, be one who excels; 

do not put a flaw on your glory. 

32 On the day of the completion of your life’s days, 

and at the time of death, pass on an inheritance. 

33 Fodder and a rod and burdens for a donkey; 

bread and discipline and work for a household servant. 

34 Work in a servant, and you will find rest; 

loosen his hands and he will seek freedom. 

35 A yoke and thong will turn the neck, 

and screws and torments for a mischievous household servant. 

36 Put him to work lest he become idle, 

37 for idleness has taught much evil. 

38 Appoint him to works as are fitting for him, 

and if he does not obey, add weight to his fetters. 

And do not be overbearing over any flesh, 

and do nothing without judgment. 

39 If you have a household servant, let him be like you, 

since you have bought him with blood. 

If you have a household servant, treat him like yourself, 

for you will need him like your soul. 

40 If you mistreat him, and he leaves and runs away, 

in which way will you seek him? 




Dreams

31 a1 Vain and false hopes belong to the senseless man, 

and dreams excite fools. 

2 Like one who grasps after a shadow and pursues wind, 

so is the one who pays attention to dreams. 

3 A vision of dreams is corresponding to this: 

the likeness of a face in front of a face. 

4 What will be cleansed from impurity? 

And what will speak the truth from lies? 

5 Divinations and omens and dreams are vain, 

and the heart fantasizes like that of a woman in labor. 

6 Unless they are sent from the Most High in a visitation, 

do not give your heart to them. 

7 Dreams have deceived many, 

and they have fallen away when they hope on them. 

8 Without lies the law will be completed, 

and wisdom in a faithful mouth is completeness. 

Journeys

9 An educated man knows many things, 

and the one with much experience will announce understanding. 

10 He who has not been tested knows little, 

11 but the one who has wandered will multiply prudence. 

12 I have seen many things in my wandering, 

and my understanding is greater than my words. 

13 Frequently I was in danger of death, 

and I was rescued thanks to these things. 

14 The spirit of those who fear the Lord shall live, 

15 for their hope is upon the one who saves them. 

16 The one who fears the Lord will never dread 

and will never be afraid, because he is his hope. 

17 Blessed is the soul of him who fears the Lord. 

18 For whom does he hold out? And who is his support? 

19 The eyes of the Lord are upon those who love him, 

a shield of strength and a support of might, 

a shelter from heat and a shelter from midday sun, 

a guard against tripping and a rescue from falling; 

20 who raises up the soul and lights the eyes, 

who gives health, life, and blessing. 

Sacrifices

21 When one sacrifices from unrighteousness, the offering is mocked, 

22 and the mockeries of the lawless do not yield approval. 

23 The Most High is not pleased with the offerings of the ungodly 

nor does he atone sin by an abundance of sacrifices. 

24 One who slays a son before his father 

is the one who brings a sacrifice from the possessions of a poor person. 

25 The bread of those in need is the life of the poor; 

the one who robs it is a person of blood. 

26 One who murders his neighbor is one who takes away companionship, 

27 and one who sheds blood is one who robs the pay of the hired worker. 

28 One who builds and one who destroys, 

what did they profit more than labor? 

29 One who prays and one who curses, 

whose voice will the Master hear? 

30 One who immerses after touching a corpse and touches it again, 

what did he benefit by his bath? 

31 So is a person who fasts over his sins 

and again goes and does the same things; 

who will listen to his prayer? 

And what did he benefit by being humbled? 




32 1 The one who keeps the law abounds with offerings; 

2 the one who gives heed to the commandments is one who sacrifices a peace offering. 

3 The one who repays a favor is one who offers fine flour, 

4 and the one who gives alms is one who sacrifices a praise offering. 

5 Turning away from wickedness is pleasing to the Lord, 

and turning away from unrighteousness is atonement. 

6 Do not appear in the presence of the Lord empty, 

7 for all these things are the grace of the commandment. 

8 The offering of the righteous enriches the altar, 

and its sweet smell is before the Most High. 

9 The sacrifice of the righteous man is acceptable, 

and his memory will not be forgotten. 

10 Glorify the Lord with a good eye, 

and do not belittle the firstfruit of your hands. 

11 Brighten your face with every act of giving, 

and dedicate your tithe with gladness. 

12 Give to the Most High according to his giving 

and with a good eye according to what is found in your hand. 

13 Because the Lord is the one who repays, 

and he will repay you sevenfold. 

14 Do not offer bribes, for he will not accept them; 

15 and do not hold out for an unrighteous sacrifice. 

Because the Lord is judge, 

and there is no glory of face with him. 

16 He will not receive a face against the poor, 

and he will listen to the prayer of the one who is wronged. 

17 He will not disregard the supplication of an orphan 

or a widow if she pours out speech. 

18 Do not the tears of the widow roll down over her cheek, 

19 and is not her cry against the one bringing them down? 

20 The one who attends with pleasure will be accepted, 

and his prayer will reach up to the clouds. 

21 The prayer of the humble went through the clouds, 

and he is not comforted until it draws near. 

And it will never depart until the Most High examines it, 

22 and he will judge justly and will render judgment. 

And the Lord will never delay 

or be longsuffering over them 

until he has crushed the loins of the merciless, 

23 and he will repay vengeance to the nations; 

until he takes away the multitude of the insolent, 

and he will break the scepter of the unrighteous; 

24 until he repays a person according to his practices, 

and the works of humans according to their thoughts; 

25 until he judges the judgment of his people 

and cheers them with his mercy. 

26 Beautiful is his mercy in the time of affliction, 

like clouds of rain in a time of drought. 




Prayer for Liberation

33 1 Have mercy upon us, Master, God of all, 2 and look upon us, 

and put the fear of you on all the nations. 

3 Lift up your hand against the foreign nations, 

and let them see your sovereignty. 

4 Just as you are sanctified in us before them, 

so, too, may you be exalted before us in them. 

5 And let them recognize you, just as also we recognize you, 

because there is no God except you, Lord. 

6 Renew signs and change wonders; 

7 glorify your hand and right arm. 

8 Rouse anger and pour out wrath; 

9 remove the adversary and wipe out the enemy. 

10 Hasten the time and remember the oath, 

and let them recount your magnificent works. 

11 Let the one who survives be devoured in the wrath of fire, 

and may those who harm your people find destruction. 

12 Crush the heads of the enemy rulers, 

who say, “There is no one except us!” 

13a Gather all of the tribes of Jacob, 




36 a16b and you shall possess them just as from the beginning. 

17 Have mercy on the people, Lord, who are called by your name, 

and on Israel, whom you have made like your firstborn. 

18 Have pity on the city of your holy place, 

Jerusalem, the city of your rest. 

19 Fill Zion with a celebration of your divine wonders 

and your people with your glory. 

20 Give testimony to your creations at the beginning, 

and raise the prophecies that are in your name. 

21 Give a reward to those who wait for you, 

and let your prophets be trusted. 

22 Listen, Lord, to the petition of your suppliants, 

according to the blessing of Aaron for your people, 

and all those on the earth will know 

that you are the Lord, the God of the eternities. 

Discernment

23 The belly will eat any food, 

but there is a food finer than food. 

24 The throat tastes food from a hunt; 

so the intelligent heart lying words. 

25 A twisted heart will give sorrow, 

and a person with much experience will pay him back. 

26 A woman will accept any male, 

but there is a daughter better than a daughter. 

27 The beauty of a woman brightens the face, 

and it goes beyond any human desire. 

28 If there is mercy and gentleness upon her tongue, 

is not her husband like the sons of humans? 

29 The one who acquires a wife enters upon an acquisition, 

a helper corresponding to him and a pillar of rest. 

30 Where there is no fence, property will be plundered; 

and where there is no woman, he will sigh, wandering. 

31 For who will trust a well-equipped thief 

stumbling from city to city? 

So is a person who has no nest 

and lodges wherever he happens to be at night. 




Friends, Counsel, and Restraint

37 Any friend will say “I, too, was his friend,” 

but there is a friend who is a friend in name only. 

2 Is it not a sorrow until death: 

a comrade and friend who turns to enmity? 

3 O wicked inclination, how were you involved 

to cover the dry land with deceit? 

4 A comrade of a friend will delight in merriment 

but will be against him in the time of affliction. 

5 A comrade helps a friend thanks to his belly, 

but in the midst of war he will take a shield. 

6 Do not forget a friend in your soul, 

and do not be unmindful of him in your possessions. 

7 Every counselor exalts counsel, 

but there is one who counsels for himself. 

8 Guard your soul from a counselor, 

and know first what is his need; 

for he also will plan for himself, 

lest he throw the lot against you 

9 and say to you, “your way is fine,” 

and he will stand across to see what happens to you. 

10 Do not plan with one who looks suspiciously at you, 

and hide counsel from those who are jealous of you: 

11 with a woman of her rival, 

and with a coward concerning war, 

and with a merchant concerning business, 

and with one who buys concerning a sale, 

with a stingy man concerning gratitude, 

and with the merciless concerning generosity of spirit, 

with the lazy concerning any work, 

and with a hired worker far from home concerning finishing, 

to a lazy servant concerning much work— 

do not hold out over these concerning any counsel. 

12 But persevere with a godly man, 

whom you recognize is keeping the commandments, 

who in his soul is according to your soul 

and if you stumble will sympathize with you. 

13 And establish the counsel of the heart, 

for you have no one more trustworthy than it. 

14 For the soul of a man is sometimes accustomed to announce 

more than seven watchmen upon a lofty place, sitting upon a watchtower. 

15 And above all these things, beg of the Most High 

that he might direct your way in truth. 

16 Reason is the beginning of every work, 

and counsel before every deed. 

17 The mark of a change in heart: 18 Four portions arise, 

good and evil, life and death; 

and the tongue is the one constantly lording it over them. 

19 A prudent man is also a trainer of many, 

but he is useless to his own soul. 

20 There is one who is wise in words yet hated; 

this one will lack all food. 

21 For no grace was given to him from the Lord, 

because he was deprived of all wisdom. 

22 There is one who is wise in his own soul, 

and the fruits of his understanding are trustworthy upon his mouth. 

23 A wise man disciplines his own people, 

and the fruits of his understanding are trustworthy. 

24 A wise man will be filled with blessing, 

and all those who see him will bless him. 

25 The life of a man is in a number of days, 

but the days of Israel are innumerable. 

26 The wise person among his people will inherit honor, 

and his name will live until eternity. 

27 Child, in your life, test your soul, 

and see what is wicked to it, and do not give that to it. 

28 For not everything is beneficial to everyone, 

and not every soul is pleased by everything. 

29 Do not be insatiable in every luxury, 

and do not be poured out over delicacies. 

30 For there will be affliction in many foods, 

and greediness will bring one to nausea. 

31 Many die on account of greediness, 

but the one who gives heed will extend his life. 




Illness

38 Honor a physician for his services with honors, 

for the Lord created him also. 

2 For healing is from the Most High, 

and he will receive a gift from the king. 

3 The skill of a physician will exalt his head, 

and he will be admired before nobles. 

4 The Lord created medicines out of the earth, 

and a prudent man will not be irritated at them. 

5 Was not water made sweet by a piece of wood 

to make his power known? 

6 And he gave humans skill 

to be glorified by his marvelous deeds. 

7 By them he attended to and removed his pain; 

8 the perfumer will make a mixture by these things. 

And he will never complete his work, 

and peace from him is on the face of the earth. 

9 Child, do not be negligent in your illness, 

but pray to the Lord, and he will heal you. 

10 Stay away from error and direct your hands, 

and cleanse your heart from every sin. 

11 Give a sweet-smelling offering and a memorial of fine flour, 

and pour the offering like one who does not exist.a 

12 And give a place to the physician, for the Lord created him also, 

and let him not leave you, for there is need of him also. 

13 There is a time when there is success also in their hands. 

14 For they, too, will pray to the Lord, 

that he might prosper them with rest 

and healing for the sake of preserving life. 

15 May the one who sins before his maker 

fall into the hands of a physician. 

16 Child, bring down tears over the dead, 

and begin the lament as if suffering terrible things, 

and dress his body according to his judgment, 

and do not disregard his burial. 

17 Make weeping bitter and lament fervent, 

and perform mourning according to his worthiness, 

for a day or even two for the sake of slander, 

and then be comforted on account of your grief. 

18 For from grief comes death, 

and the sorrow of the heart will bend strength. 

19 Even sorrow passes by in separation, 

and the life of the poor passes down the heart. 

20 Do not give your heart unto grief; 

stay away from it, remembering the end. 

21 Do not forget, for there is no way back, 

and you will not benefit this one, and you will harm yourself. 

22 Remember that judgment is his, so also for you— 

yesterday for me, and for you today. 

23 In the rest of the dead, put his memory to rest, 

and be comforted by it in the departure of his spirit. 

Skilled Workers

24 The wisdom of a scribe is in the time of leisure, 

and the one who reduces his activity will become wise. 

25 How shall the one who grasps a plow become wise, 

and who boasts in the shaft of a goad, 

who drives oxen and engages in their work, 

and their discourse is among the sons of bulls? 

26 He gives his heart over to making furrows 

and his diligence to the feed of heifers. 

27 So, too, is every craftsman and master craftsman, 

who goes along by night as by day; 

those who carve engravings of seals, 

and his patience to making different embroidery; 

he gives his heart over to making a painting realistic 

and his sleeplessness to completing the task. 

28 So, too, the smith who sits near the anvil 

and looks intently at the inert iron; 

the vapor of the fire will pitch his flesh, 

and he will contend with the heat of the furnace; 

the sound of a hammer will renew his ear, 

and his eyes before a likeness of the vessel. 

He gives his heart over to completing the tasks 

and his sleeplessness to adorning to perfection. 

29 So, too, is a potter who sits at his work 

and turns a wheel with his feet, 

who always is set upon his work with care, 

and all of his work is numbered. 

30 With his arm he will form the clay, 

and he will bend its strength before his feet; 

he will give his heart over to completing the favor 

and his sleeplessness to cleaning the furnace. 

31 All of these people relied on their hands, 

and each one is made wise in his work. 

32 Without them a city shall not be settled, 

and they shall not be sojourners or walk around; 

33 and they will not leap to prominence in the assembly, 

and they will not ponder a covenant of judgment. 

They will not sit on the seat of a judge, 

and they will never display righteousness and judgment, 

and they will not be found in parables. 

34 But they will guard the creation of eternity, 

and their prayer is in the daily labor of their craft. 

The Scribe

But the one who gave his soul freely 

and ponders on the law of the Most High 




39 will seek out the wisdom of all the ancients 

and be occupied in prophecies. 

2 He will preserve the tale of renowned men 

and will enter along with the turnings of parables. 

3 He will seek out the secrets of proverbs, 

and he will be conversant with the riddles of parables. 

4 He will serve among nobles 

and be seen before the ruler; 

he will travel in the land of foreign nations, 

for he has experienced good and evil among humans. 

5 He will set his heart to rise early 

to the Lord who made him, 

and he will pray before the Most High, 

and open his mouth in prayer, 

and he will pray concerning his sins. 

6 If the great Lord wants, 

he will be filled with the spirit of understanding; 

he will pour forth words of wisdom, 

and he will confess to the Lord in prayer. 

7 He will direct his counsel and skill, 

and he will ponder in his hidden things. 

8 He displays the discipline of his teaching, 

and he will boast in the law of the covenant of the Lord. 

9 Many will praise his understanding; 

it will not be wiped out until eternity. 

The memory of him will not depart, 

and his name will live for generations of generations. 

10 Nations will recount his wisdom, 

and the assembly will proclaim his praise. 

11 If he remains, he will leave a name greater than a thousand, 

and if he rests, he makes it in him. 

Praise God

12 I will yet recount, because I have it in mind, 

and I am filled like the full moon. 

13 Listen to me, pious sons, and sprout 

like a rose growing by a field stream, 

14 and emit a sweet smell like frankincense, 

and blossom a blossom like a lily. 

Spread an odor, and praise with a song; 

bless the Lord for all his works. 

15 Give majesty to his name, 

and give thanks in his praise 

with song of the lips and with harps; 

and this is what you shall say with thanksgiving: 

16 “All the works of the Lord, because they are very good, 

and every command will be in its proper time. 

17 One is not to say, ‘Why is this? What is this for?’ 

for all things will be sought in its proper time. 

At his word the water stood like a heap, 

and cisterns of water by the word of his mouth. 

18 All that is pleasing is by his ordinance, 

and there is no one who can diminish his salvation. 

19 The works of all flesh are before him, 

and it is not to be hidden from his eyes. 

20 From eternity to eternity he has watched, 

and nothing is amazing before him. 

21 One is not to say, ‘Why is this? What is this for?’ 

for all things have been created for their uses. 

22 His blessing has covered like a river, 

and it has watered the dry land like a flood. 

23 Thus the nations will inherit his anger, 

as he changed water into a salt marsh. 

24 His ways are straight for the pious, 

so they are obstacles for the lawless. 

25 Good things were created for the good from the beginning, 

so evil things for sinners. 

26 The beginning of every need for a person’s life is 

water, fire and iron, and salt and fine flour, 

wheat and honey and milk, 

the blood of grapes and olive oil and clothing. 

27 These all belong to the godly for good things, 

so they will be turned into evil to sinners. 

28 There are spirits that are created for vengeance, 

and they established their scourges in their wrath; 

and in the time of destruction they will pour out their strength, 

and the wrath of their maker will abate. 

29 Fire and hail and famine and death, 

all these are created for vengeance. 

30 The teeth of wild animals and scorpions and vipers 

and swords that avenge on the ungodly unto destruction— 

31 they will make merry at his commandment, 

and they will be prepared for service upon the earth, 

and at their proper times they will not transgress a word.” 

32 Therefore, I was determined from the beginning 

and planned it and left it in writing. 

33 All the works of the Lord are good, 

and he will supply every necessity in its time. 

34 And one is not to say, “This is more evil than this,” 

for all things will be shown to be of good repute in the proper time. 

35 And now, we have sung with all our heart and mouth, 

and bless the name of the Lord. 




Misery

40 Weighty labor has been created for every person, 

and a heavy yoke is upon the sons of Adam, 

from the day they come out from the womb of their mother 

until the day upon the burial to the mother of all: 

2 their schemes and fear of heart, 

thought of anticipation, day of death. 

3 From the one seated upon a throne in glory, 

and to the one humbled in earth and ashes, 

4 from the one who wears a hyacinth-colored cloth and a crown, 

and up to the one who wears burlap cloth, 

5 there is wrath and jealousy and trouble and disquiet 

and fear of death and fury and strife. 

And in the time of rest upon a bed, 

sleep at night makes his knowledge different. 

6 A little is like nothing in rest, 

and from that in sleep as in the day of keeping watch, 

being disturbed by the vision of his heart, 

like one who has escaped from the face of war. 

7 He was awakened at the time of his salvation, 

even being amazed at no fear. 

8 With all flesh from human to animal, 

and upon sinners sevenfold to these: 

9 death and blood and strife and sword. 

10 All these things were created for the lawless, 

and the flood came because of them. 

11 All things that are from the earth return to the earth, 

and from the water return to the sea. 

12 All bribery and injustice will be wiped out, 

but trust will remain for eternity. 

13 The wealth of the unrighteous will dry up like a river 

and will sound forth like loud thunder in rain. 

14 When he opens his hands, he will make merry, 

so those who transgress will come to an end completely. 

15 The offspring of the ungodly will not multiply branches, 

but they are unclean roots upon a sharp rock. 

16 The achia on any water and bank of a river 

will be plucked up before any grass. 

17 Grace is like paradise in bounty, 

and alms will remain for eternity. 

18 A life of an independent worker will be sweet, 

and above both is the one who finds a treasure. 

19 Children and the building of a city establish a name, 

and above both is a wife reckoned blameless. 

20 Wine and music cheer the heart, 

and above both is the love of wisdom. 

21 A flute and harp make sweet parts, 

and above both is a pleasant tongue. 

22 Your eye will desire grace and beauty, 

and above both the first shoot of the seed. 

23 A friend and a companion who meet at a time, 

and above both is a woman with a man. 

24 Brothers and help at a time of affliction, 

and above both alms shall rescue. 

25 Gold and silver will make a foot stand, 

and above both a woman is esteemed. 

26 Wealth and strength will exalt the heart, 

and above both is the fear of the Lord; 

there is no loss to the fear of the Lord, 

and one is not to seek help in it. 

27 The fear of the Lord is like a paradise of blessing, 

and they covered him above any glory. 

28 Child, do not live a life of begging; 

it is better to die than to beg. 

29 A man who looks to the table of another, 

his way of life is not in the reckoning of life. 

He will pollute his soul with meat belonging to others, 

but the wise and disciplined man will guard himself. 

30 Begging will be sweet in the mouth of the shameless, 

but a fire will burn in his belly. 




Death and Shame

41 O death, how bitter is the remembrance of you 

to a person who lives in peace with his possessions, 

a man undistracted and prospering in everything, 

and yet being strong enough to receive food! 

2 O death, your judgment is fine 

to a person who is in need and losing strength 

in old age and worried about everything 

and is resistant and has lost patience! 

3 Do not fear the judgment of death; 

remember those earlier and later than you. 

4 This is the judgment from the Lord for all flesh, 

and why would you reject the pleasure of the Most High? 

Whether ten or a hundred or a thousand years, 

there is no reproving of life in Hades. 

5 The children of sinners become disgusting children 

and living together in the exile of the ungodly. 

6 The inheritance of the children of sinners will perish, 

and reproach will continue with their seed. 

7 Children will blame an ungodly father, 

for they will be reproached on account of him. 

8 Woe to you, ungodly men, 

who forsake the law of God Most High! 

9 And if you are born, you will be born for a curse; 

and if you die, you will be apportioned for a curse. 

10 All that is from the earth will depart into the earth; 

so the ungodly will go from a curse to destruction. 

11 The sorrow of humans is in their bodies, 

but the no-good name of sinners will be wiped out. 

12 Take thought for your name, for it will remain with you 

more than a thousand great storehouses of gold. 

13 There is a number of days of a good life, 

and a good name will remain for eternity. 

14 Preserve discipline in peace, children; 

but hidden wisdom and unseen treasure, 

what benefit is there in either? 

15 Better is a person who hides his folly 

than a person who hides his wisdom. 

16 Therefore show respect for my words; 

for it is not good to keep all shame, 

and not everything is highly esteemed to everyone in trust. 

17 Be ashamed before father and mother concerning prostitution, 

and before a leader and sovereign concerning falsehood, 

18 before a judge and ruler concerning an error, 

before a congregation and the people concerning lawlessness, 

before a partner and friend concerning wrongdoing, 

19 and before the place where you sojourn concerning theft, 

and before the truth of God and the covenant 

and before reclining on your elbow at the loaves, 

before scorning, receiving and giving, 

20 and before greeting, concerning silence, 

before seeing a companion woman, 

21 and of turning your face from a relative, 

before taking away a portion and a gift, 

and before staring at a married woman, 

22 before meddling with his servant girl— 

and do not set upon her bed— 

before friends concerning words of reproach— 

and do not reproach after giving— 




42 before gossip and a word of rumor, 

and before revealing secret words. 

And you shall be truly modest, 

and one who finds favor before every person. 

Things in Which There Is No Shame

Do not be ashamed about these things, 

and do not receive face in order to sin: 

2 concerning the law of the Most High and the covenant, 

and concerning a judgment to justify the ungodly; 

3 concerning a word of a partner and travelers; 

concerning the giving of an inheritance of a comrade; 

4 concerning exactness of balance and weights; 

concerning property, many and few; 

5 concerning a sale of no difference and of traders, 

and concerning much discipline of children, 

and to make the side bleed on a wicked household servant— 

6 a seal is a fine thing on a wicked woman, 

and lock up wherever there are many hands; 

7 whatever you hand over in number and weight, 

there is both giving and receiving for everyone in writing— 

8 concerning the discipline of the unwise and stupid 

and the aged contending with the young, 

and you will be truly disciplined 

and tested before every living person. 

9 A daughter is hidden sleeplessness to a father, 

and anxiety over her drives away sleep; 

in her youth, lest she become past her prime; 

or married, lest she be hated; 

10 in virginity, lest she be defiled 

and she become pregnant in her father’s house; 

when with a husband, lest she transgress; 

and married, lest she be barren. 

11 Keep a firm watch over a headstrong daughter, 

lest she make you a laughingstock to your enemies, 

a byword in the city and subject to appeal by the people, 

and she will shame you in the multitude of many people. 

12 Do not look at any person in beauty, 

and do not sit in council among women. 

13 For moths come out of a garment, 

and the wickedness of a woman out of a woman. 

14 Better is the wickedness of a man than a well-doing woman 

and a woman who causes shame unto reproach. 

God’s Wonders of Nature

15 I will recall the works of the Lord, 

and I will declare what I have seen; 

in the words of the Lord are his works. 

16 The sun that shines looked down on everything, 

and his work is full of his glory. 

17 The Lord did not lay claim to the holy ones 

to declare all his wonders, 

which the Lord Almighty established, 

for everything to be supported in his glory. 

18 He examined the abyss and the heart, 

and I pondered on their great deeds; 

for the Lord knows all knowledge, 

and he has looked into the sign of eternity, 

19 announcing the things that have passed and that will come, 

and revealing the marks of hidden things. 

20 No thought has escaped him— 

not even one word has been hidden from him. 

21 He has put the splendors of his wisdom in order, 

and he is before eternity and for eternity, 

and he was neither added nor taken away, 

and he had no need of any counselor. 

22 How desirable are all his works, 

and they are like a spark to look at. 

23 All these things live and remain for eternity 

in all services, and all obey. 

24 All things are in pairs, one opposite the other one, 

and he has made nothing wanting. 

25 One has established the good things of the other one, 

and who will be filled when he sees his glory? 




43 The pride of the height, the firmament of purity, 

the image of the heavens in a vision of glory! 

2 The sun in its appearance, proclaiming in departing— 

a wondrous object, the work of the Most High. 

3 It dries up a territory with its midday, 

and who can stand before its heat? 

4 Though one guards a kiln in work of heat, 

the sun is three times hotter when it scorches mountains; 

when it blows in fiery vapors 

and shines forth rays, it dims the eyes. 

5 Great is the Lord who made it, 

and it hastens along its journey at his words. 

6 And the moon is among all things for its proper time, 

for a demonstration of times and a sign of eternity.a 

7 A sign for a feast is from the moon, 

a light that wanes at the completion. 

8 The month is according to its name, 

increasing marvelously in its coming change, 

an object of proverbs in the height, 

shining forth in the firmament of the heavens. 

9 The beauty of the heavens, the glory of the stars, 

a shining ornament is the Lord in the heights. 

10 By the holy words they will stand according to judgment, 

and they will never be weakened in their watch. 

11 Look at the rainbow and bless the one who made it, 

very beautiful in its brightness. 

12 It encircled the heavens in a circle of glory; 

the hands of the Most High have strung it. 

13 He stopped the snow by his ordinance, 

and speeds the lightnings of his judgment. 

14 Therefore storehouses were opened, 

and clouds flew out like birds. 

15 He strengthened clouds by his splendor, 

and hail stones are broken into pieces. 

16 And the mountains will be shaken by his appearance; 

the south wind will blow by his will. 

17 The sound of his thunder reproached the earth, 

and a storm from the north and a whirlwind. 

He scatters the snow like birds flying down, 

and its descent is like a lodging locust; 

18 the eye will marvel at the beauty of its whiteness, 

and the heart will be amazed at its rain. 

19 And he pours out frost like salt upon the earth, 

and when it freezes, the edges become points. 

20 A cold north wind will blow, 

and ice will freeze from the water; 

it settles on every pool of water, 

and the water will put it on like a breastplate. 

21 It will devour the mountains and burn the desert 

and wither the shoots like fire. 

22 A mist is speedy healing of all things; 

dew that meets will refresh from burning heat. 

23 By his reasoning he calmed the abyss, 

and Joshua planted it. 

24 Those who sail the sea declare its danger, 

and we marvel at the reports of our ears. 

25 And the incredible and wondrous works are there, 

a variety of all living things, a creation of sea monsters. 

26 Because of him a sweet smell is his end, 

and all things hold together by his word. 

27 We shall say much more, and we will never finish, 

and the end of words is “He is everything.” 

28 How will we be strong when we glorify him? 

For he is the one greater than all his works. 

29 The Lord is fearsome and very great, 

and his sovereignty is marvelous. 

30 When glorifying the Lord, exalt him 

as much as you are able, for he will excel even more. 

And when exalting him, increase in strength; 

do not grow weary, for you will never reach him. 

31 Who has seen him and will recount it? 

And who has magnified him just as he is? 

32 There are many hidden things greater than these, 

for we have seen few of his works. 

33 For the Lord made everything, 

and he has given wisdom to the godly. 




Hymn of the Fathers

44 Now let us praise esteemed men 

and our fathers by lineage. 

2 The Lord created much glory, 

his majesty from eternity. 

3 Rulers in their kingdoms 

and men famous in power, 

they will plan in their intelligence— 

those who have announced through prophecies; 

4 leaders of the people in the counsel 

and the intelligence of the scribal office of the people, 

wise words in their discipline; 

5 those who seek musical parts, 

who set out words in writing; 

6 rich men supplied with strength, 

living prosperously in their foreign countries— 

7 all these have been honored in their generations 

and were an honor in their day. 

8 There are some of them who left a name 

for praises to be recounted. 

9 And there are some of whom there is no memory, 

and they were perishing as if they did not exist, 

and they became as if they had not been born, 

and their children after them. 

10 But these were men of mercy, 

whose righteous acts were not forgotten. 

11 Their offspring will remain 

as a good inheritance with their seed;a 

in the covenants, 12 their seed and their children 

stood because of them. 

13 Their seed will remain until eternity, 

and their glory will not be wiped out. 

14 Their body was buried in peace, 

but their name lives for generations. 

15 The people will recount their wisdom, 

and the assembly will proclaim praise. 

16 Enoch pleased the Lord and was transferred, 

a model of repentance for the generations. 

17 Noah was found perfect, righteous; 

in the time of wrath he became a substitute. 

Therefore, a remnant came to be on the earth; 

therefore, the flood came to be. 

18 Covenants of eternity were placed before him, 

lest a flood destroy all flesh. 

19 Abraham was a great father of a multitude of nations, 

and none has been found similar in glory, 

20 who kept the law of the Most High, 

and came to be in a covenant with him; 

and he established the covenant in his flesh, 

and he was found faithful in a test. 

21 Therefore he established by an oath with him 

to bless the nations by his seed, 

to increase him like the dust of the earth, 

and to raise up his seed like the stars, 

and to provide an inheritance for them, from sea to sea, 

and from rivera to the edge of the earth. 

22 And this he established with Isaac 

on account of his father, Abraham, 

a blessing for all humans and a covenant. 

23 And he rested upon the head of Jacob; 

he acknowledged him in his blessings 

and gave him by an inheritance; 

and he divided his portions; 

he divided them among twelve tribes. 

And he brought a man of mercy out from him, 

who finds favor in the eyes of all flesh, 




45 loved by God and humans, 

Moses, whose memorial is with blessings. 

2 He made him like the glory of the holy ones 

and made him great in the fears of his enemies. 

3 By his words he caused signs to cease; 

he glorified him according to the face of kings; 

he gave him commands for his people 

and made known his glory to him. 

4 He consecrated him in his faith and humility; 

he chose him from all flesh. 

5 He caused him to hear his voice 

and led him into the darkness 

and gave him the commandments face to face, 

the law of life and of knowledge, 

to teach Jacob the covenant 

and Israel his judgments. 

6 He exalted Aaron as a holy man like him, 

his brother from the tribe of Levi. 

7 He established him as an eternal covenant 

and gave him the priesthood of the people. 

He blessed him with decency 

and girded him with a robe of glory. 

8 He clothed him completely with honor 

and strengthened him with tools of power: 

undergarments and a robe and an ephod. 

9 And he surrounded him with pomegranates, 

many golden bells all around 

(to sound forth a sound at his steps, 

to make an audible sound in the sanctuary 

for a memorial for the sons of his people), 

10 with a holy vestment, with gold and hyacinth, 

and purple, some works of embroidered things, 

with an oracle of judgment, with manifestationsa of truth,b 

11 with twisted scarlet, the work of a craftsman, 

with precious engraved stones of an engraved seal, 

in a setting of gold, the works of a stoneworker, 

for a memorial in engraved writing 

according to the number of the tribes of Israel; 

12 a golden crown atop the turban, 

an inscription of a seal of the sanctuary, 

a boast of honor, a work of power, 

an adorned desire of the eyes. 

Beautiful 13 things such as these had not come into being before him; 

until eternity no foreigner put them on 

except his sons alone, 

and his offspring through all time. 

14 His sacrifice shall be completely burned 

each day, twice, continuously. 

15 Moses ordained himc 

and anointed him with sacred olive oil; 

it became an eternal covenant with him 

and with his seed, in the days of the heavens, 

to minister to him and to serve as a priest at once, 

and to bless his people by the Name. 

16 He chose him from all who are living 

to offer burnt offerings to the Lord, 

incense and a sweet smell as a memorial, 

to make atonement for your people. 

17 He gave him, by his commandments, 

authority in covenants of judgment, 

to teach Jacob the testimonies 

and to summon Israel with his law. 

18 Foreigners gathered against him 

and envied him in the desert— 

men around Dathan and Abiram 

and the assembly of Korah, in anger and wrath. 

19 The Lord saw and was displeased, 

and they died in the anger of wrath; 

he performed signs for them, 

to consume them by the fire of his flame. 

20 And he added glory to Aaron 

and gave him an inheritance; 

he dealt to them the firstfruits of the first products; 

he prepared bread in abundance at the first. 

21 For they also will eat the sacrifices of the Lord, 

which he gave both to him and to his seed. 

22 Moreover, he will receive no inheritance in the land of the people, 

and there is no allotment for him among the people, 

for he is your allotment, an inheritance. 

23 And Phinehas son of Eleazar was third in glory, 

when he was zealous in the fear of the Lord 

and stood, when the people turned, 

in the goodness of the eagerness of his soul; 

and he made atonement for Israel. 

24 Therefore a covenant of peace was established with him, 

as head of the sacred things, and with his people, 

so that he and his seed might have 

the splendor of the priesthood for the eternities. 

25 And the covenant with David, the son from the tribe of Judah, 

an inheritance of a king, of a son from an only son, 

an inheritance for Aaron and for his seed. 

26 May he give you wisdom in your heart 

to judge his people in righteousness, 

lest their good things be destroyed 

and their glory for all their generations. 




46 Joshua son of Nun was mighty in wars 

and the successor of Moses in prophecies, 

who became, according to his name, 

great at the salvation of his chosen, 

to avenge enemies when rising up, 

so that he might inherit Israel. 

2 How glorified he was when he lifted up his hands, 

and turned away the sword against the cities. 

3 Who before him stood in this way? 

For the Lord himself brought the enemies on. 

4 Was not the sun turned back by his hand, 

and one day became as long as two? 

5 He called on the Most High Sovereign 

when enemies afflicted him all around; 

and the great Lord listened to them 

with hailstones of mighty power. 

6 He made a war fall upon the nations, 

and on a descent destroyed those who opposed him 

so that the nations might know their armor, 

because his war was before the Lord; 

for he followed after the Sovereign One. 

7 And in the days of Moses he performed mercy, 

he and Caleb son of Jephunneh, 

to stand up before the enemy, 

to restrain the people from sin 

and to stop the murmuring of wickedness. 

8 And they, being two, were preserved 

from six hundred thousand infantry 

to lead them into an inheritance, 

into a land flowing with milk and honey. 

9 And the Lord gave Caleb strength, 

and it remained with him until his old age, 

to climb upon the height of the land, 

and his seed obtained an inheritance 

10 so that all the sons of Israel might see 

that it is good to follow after the Lord. 

11 And the judges, each one by his name, 

whose heart had not prostituted itself 

and who had not turned away from the Lord— 

may their memory be for blessings. 

12 May their bones shoot up again from their place 

and their name be transferred onto their honored sons. 

13 Beloved by his Lord, 

a prophet of the Lord established the king 

and anointed rulers over his people. 

14 He judged the assembly by the law of the Lord, 

and the Lord examined Jacob. 

15 By his faithfulness he was proven to be a prophet, 

and by his faithfulness he became known to be faithful with a vision. 

16 And he called on the sovereign Lord 

when his enemies afflicted all around, 

with an offering of a baby lamb. 

17 And the Lord thundered from the heavens, 

and he made his voice heard with a great sound. 

18 And he rubbed out the leaders of the Tyrians 

and all the rulers of the Philistines. 

19 And before the time of his eternal sleep, 

he bore witness before the Lord and the anointed one, 

“I have received no possessions, 

not even so much as a sandal, from any flesh,” 

and no person accused him. 

20 Even after he fell asleep, he prophesied 

and showed the king his death 

and lifted up his voice from the earth 

in prophecy, to blot out the lawlessness of the people. 




47 And after this man Nathan rose up 

to prophesy in the days of David. 

2 Just like fat set apart from the deliverance offering, 

so was David from the sons of Israel. 

3 He played with lions as if with young goats 

and with bears as if with the little lambs of sheep. 

4 In his youth, did he not kill a giant 

and take reproach away from the people 

when he lifted his hand with a stone of a sling, 

and cut down the pride of Goliath? 

5 For he called upon the Lord, the Most High, 

and he granted strength into his right hand 

to slay a person in war; 

he will raise up the horn of his people. 

6 So he honored him by myriads 

and praised him with blessings of the Lord 

when a crown of glory was offered to him. 

7 For he destroyed enemies all around 

and annihilated the opposing Philistines; 

he broke their horn to this day. 

8 In all his deeds he gave thanks 

to the holy Most High with a word of glory; 

he sang with his whole heart 

and loved his maker. 

9 And he set singers before the altar 

also to make sweet parts by their voice. 

10 He gave dignity to the feasts 

and arranged the proper times until the end, 

when they praised his holy name 

and the sanctuary resounded from early morning. 

11 The Lord took his sins away 

and exalted his horn into eternity 

and gave him the covenant of kings 

and a throne of glory in Israel. 

12 After this one a wise son arose, 

and on account of him he lodged in spaciousness. 

13 Solomon ruled in days of peace, 

to whom God gave rest all around, 

so that he might establish a house for his name 

and prepare a sanctuary into eternity. 

14 How wise you were in your youth, 

and you were filled with understanding like a river. 

15 Your soul covered the earth, 

and you filled it with parables of riddles. 

16 Your name reached to islands afar, 

and you were loved in your peace. 

17 For songs and proverbs and parables 

and for interpretation, territories marveled at you. 

18 In the name of the Lord God, 

the one called the God of Israel, 

you gathered gold like tin, 

and you multiplied silver like lead. 

19 You lay your flanks beside women, 

and you were brought into subjection by your body. 

20 You put disgrace in your honor, 

and you profaned your seed, 

making wrath come upon your children; 

and I was pierced at your folly— 

21 making the territory divided 

and a disobedient kingdom rule from Ephraim. 

22 But the Lord will never forsake his mercy, 

and it will never be destroyed by his works, 

and the offspring of his chosen one will never be wiped out, 

and he will never take away the seed of those who loved him. 

And he gave a remnant to Jacob, 

and to David from his root. 

23 And Solomon rested with his fathers 

and left some of his seed after him, 

a folly of the people, and one who lacked understanding: 

Rehoboam, who turned the people because of his counsel, 

and Jeroboam son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin 

and gave Ephraim a way of sin. 

24 And their sins were multiplied greatly, 

making them depart from their land. 

25 And they sought out every wickedness 

until vengeance came upon them. 




48 Then Elijah arose, a prophet like fire— 

and his word burned like a torch— 

2 who brought a famine upon them 

and diminished them by his zeal. 

3 He shut up the heavens by the word of the Lord; 

so he brought down fire three times; 

4 How glorious you were, Elijah, in your marvelous deeds! 

And who is there to boast like you? 

5 Who raised a corpse from death 

and from Hades by the word of the Most High, 

6 who brought kings down to destruction 

and honored people from their bed, 

7 who heard a rebuke at Sinai 

and judgments of vengeance at Horeb, 

8 who anointed kings for retribution 

and prophets as successors after him, 

9 who was taken up in a whirlwind of fire, 

in a chariot of fiery horses, 

10 who is recorded in reproofs at proper times, 

to calm the wrath before the anger, 

and to turn the heart of a father to a son, 

and to set the tribes of Jacob in order. 

11 Blessed are those who saw you 

and those who have decorated with love, 

for we also will live by life. 

12 Elijah, who was covered by a whirlwind! 

And Elisha was filled with his spirit, 

and in his days he was not shaken by a ruler, 

and no one exercised power over him. 

13 No word surpassed him, 

and his body prophesied in sleep. 

14 He performed wonders in his life, 

and his works were wondrous in death. 

15 At all of these things the people did not repent, 

and they did not turn away from their sins 

until they were plundered from their land 

and scattered in the whole earth. 

And the people was left few in number, 

and a ruler for the house of David. 

16 Some of them did what is acceptable, 

but others multiplied sins. 

17 Hezekiah fortified his city 

and brought Gog into the midst of them. 

He dug the rock with iron 

and built wells for waters. 

18 In his days Sennacherib went up 

and sent Rabshakeh and departed; 

and he lifted his hand against Zion 

and boasted in his arrogance. 

19 Then their hearts and hands shook, 

and they felt pangs like a woman giving birth. 

20 And they called upon the Lord, the merciful one, 

stretching out their hands to him, 

and the Holy One quickly heard them from the heavens 

and redeemed them by the hand of Isaiah. 

21 He struck the army of the Assyrians, 

and his angel destroyed them. 

22 For Hezekiah did what was acceptable to the Lord 

and was strong in the ways of David his father, 

which Isaiah the prophet had commanded, 

who was great and trustworthy in his vision. 

23 In his days the sun turned back 

and added life to the king. 

24 By a great spirit he saw the final things 

and comforted those who mourned in Zion. 

25 He showed the things that will be until eternity, 

and the hidden things before they happen. 




49 The memory of Josiah becomes a blending of incense 

prepared by the work of a perfumer; 

it will be sweet like honey in every mouth, 

and like music at a wine banquet. 

2 He did right in the turning of the people 

and removed the abominations of lawlessness. 

3 He directed his heart toward the Lord; 

he strengthened godliness in the days of lawless people. 

4 Except for David and Hezekiah and Josiah, 

all erred with error, 

for they forsook the law of the Most High; 

the kings of Judah came to an end. 

5 For they gave their horn to others 

and their glory to a foreign nation. 

6 It set the chosen city of the sanctuary on fire 

and desolated her streets 

by the hand of Jeremiah. 

7 For they mistreated him, 

and he was consecrated a prophet in the womb, 

to root out and to mistreat and to destroy, likewise, to build 

and to plant. 

8 Ezekiel, who saw a vision of glory, 

which he showed to him upon a chariot of cherubim. 

9 For he remembered his enemies in a rainstorm, 

and to do good to those who direct their ways. 

10 And may the bones of the twelve prophets 

shoot up again from their place. 

But he encouraged Jacob 

and redeemed them by the faithfulness of hope. 

11 How shall we exalt Zerubbabel? 

Even he was like a signet ring upon the right hand. 

12 So, too, Joshua the son of Jozadak, 

who in their days built the house, 

and they raised up people holy to the Lord, 

prepared for the glory of eternity. 

13 And they graze on the plentiful memory 

of the one who raised the fallen walls for us 

and set up the gates and bars 

and raised up our building sites again. 

14 And no one has been created on the earth like such a one as Enoch, 

for he also was taken up from the earth. 

15 But Joseph became a man, 

a leader of his brothers, a support of the people, 

and they looked after his bones. 

16 Shem and Seth were honored among humans, 

and above every living creature in creation was Adam. 




50 Simon the high priest, son of Onias, 

who repaired the house in his life 

and strengthened the temple in his days. 

2 And the two-story height was laid by him as a foundation, 

the high fortified wall of the temple’s enclosure. 

3 In his days the cistern of water was brought down, 

copper like the perimeter of the sea— 

4 the one who considered his people from downfall 

and strengthened the city for besieging. 

5 How he was honored in the parade of people 

at the exit of the curtain from the house— 

6 like the morning star in the middle of a cloud, 

like the full moon in the days, 

7 like the sun shining forth upon the temple of the Most High, 

and like a rainbow shining in clouds of glory, 

8 like a blossom of roses in days of new things, 

like a lily by outlets of water, 

like a shoot of Lebanon in the days of summer, 

9 like fire and frankincense upon the censer, 

like an object of beaten gold 

decorated with every costly stone, 

10 like olive trees sprouting fruit, 

and like a cypress rising in the clouds. 

11 When he put on the robe of glory 

and clothed himself in perfect honor, 

in the ascent of the holy altar 

he glorified the garment of the sanctuary. 

12 And when he received the parts from the hands of the priests, 

and he was standing beside the hearth of the altar, 

he was a crown of brothers all around, 

like a shoot of cedar in Lebanon, 

and they encircled him like the trunks of palm trees. 

13 And all the sons of Aaron in their glory, 

and the offerings of the Lord in their hands 

before the whole assembly of Israel, 

14 and ministering a conclusion upon the altars, 

to arrange the offering of the Almighty Most High. 

15 He stretched out his hand for the offering cup 

and poured out an offering from the blood of the grape; 

he poured out at the foundations of the altar a sweet odor 

to the Most High King of all. 

16 Then sons of Aaron cried out; 

they sounded with beaten trumpets; 

they made a great sound heard 

as a memorial before the Most High. 

17 Then all the people hurried in common 

and fell on their face upon the earth 

to worship their Lord, 

Almighty God, the Most High. 

18 And the psalmists praised with their voices; 

the part was sweetening in a great house. 

19 And the people of the Lord Most High prayed 

with a prayer before the Merciful One, 

until the arrangement of the Lord was completed, 

and they finished his ministry. 

20 Then, going down, he lifted up his hands 

over all the assembly of the sons of Israel 

to give a blessing to the Lord from his lips 

and to boast in his name. 

21 And he repeated with obeisance 

to show the blessing from the Most High. 

22 And now, bless God, everyone, 

him who does great things everywhere, 

who raises our days from the womb 

and acts with us according to his mercy. 

23 May he give you merriment of heart, 

for there to be peace in our days 

in Israel according to the days of eternity, 

24 for him to entrust his mercy with us, 

and may he redeem us in his days. 

25 My soul was irritated by two nations, 

and the third is not a nation: 

26 those who sit on the mountain of Samaria, Philistines, 

and the stupid people who dwell in Shechem. 

Conclusion

27 Instruction of understanding and knowledge 

I engraved in this scroll, 

Joshua son of Sirach, Eleazar the Jerusalemite, 

who spouted wisdom from his heart. 

28 Blessed is the one who will turn back by these things 

and place them on his heart and become wise. 

29 For if he does them, he will become strong for anything, 

because the light of the Lord is his path. 




Prayer of Joshua Son of Sirach

51 I will give thanks to you, Lord King, 

and I will praise you as God my savior. 

I confess your name, 

2 because you became a protector and helper for me, 

and you redeemed my body from destruction 

and from the snare of a slanderous tongue, 

from the lips of the worker of falsehood, 

and before the bystanders 

you became a helper, 3 and you redeemed me 

according to the abundance of mercy and of your name, 

from gnashings ready for food, 

from the hand of those who seek my soul, 

from the many tribulations which I had, 

4 from the choking of fire all around 

and from the midst of fire that I did not kindle, 

5 from the depth of the belly of Hades, 

and from an impure tongue and a false word. 

6 The slander of an unrighteous tongue to the king; 

my soul praised unto the death, 

and my life was near Hades below. 

7 They encompassed me from every side, and there was no helper; 

I looked for the help of humans, but there was none. 

8 And I remembered your mercy, Lord, 

and your deeds from eternity, 

because you deliver those who wait for you, 

and you save them from the hand of the nations. 

9 And I raised my supplication over the earth, 

and I prayed for deliverance over death. 

10 I called upon the Lord, the father of my lord, 

not to forsake me in the days of affliction, 

in the time of the helplessness of arrogant acts. 

11 I will praise your name continuously, 

and I will sing in confession. 

And my prayer was heard, 

12 for you saved me from destruction, 

and you rescued me from the wicked time. 

Therefore, I will confess and praise you, 

and I will bless the name of the Lord. 

The Search for Wisdom

13 While I was still young, before I wandered, 

I sought wisdom openly in my prayer. 

14 I asked for her before the temple, 

and I will seek her out to the last. 

15 From the blossom as the ripening grape, 

my heart was cheered by her; 

my foot walked on rightness; 

I hunted after her from my youth. 

16 I inclined my ear a little, and I received her, 

and I found for myself much discipline. 

17 I had progress by her; 

I will give glory to the one who gives me wisdom. 

18 For I purposed to practice her, 

and I was zealous for the good, and I will never be shamed. 

19 My soul has contended with her, 

and I was exact in the doing of a famine. 

I stretched out my hands toward the height, 

and I grieved for her misfortunes. 

20 I directed my soul to her; 

I acquired a heart with them from the beginning, 

and I found her in purification; 

therefore, I will never be forsaken. 

21 And my belly was stirred up to seek her; 

therefore, I acquired a good possession. 

22 The Lord gave me a tongue as my reward, 

and I will praise him with it. 

Invitation to Instruction

23 Draw near to me, undisciplined people, 

and dwell in the house of discipline. 

24 And you say that you lack in these things, 

and your souls are very thirsty. 

25 I opened my mouth and I said, 

“Buy for yourselves without silver; 

26 place your neck under the yoke, 

and let your soul receive discipline; 

it is close to finding it.” 

27 See with your eyes that I have labored little 

and found much rest for myself. 

28 Partake of instruction with a great amount of silver 

and gain much gold by her. 

29 May your soul be cheered by his mercy, 

and do not be ashamed in his praise. 

30 Do your work before its time, 

and he will give your reward at his time. 





ESTHER




Mordecai’s Dream

A aIn the second year of the reign of Ahasuerus the great king, on the first of Sivan, Mordecai the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, saw a dream. 2 He was a Judean man living in the city of Susa, a great man, attending in the courtyard of the king. 3 He was of the body of captives that had been taken prisoner by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, from Jerusalem with Jeconiah, the king of Judah. 4 And this was his dream: Behold, voices and clamor, thunders and earthquake, confusion upon the earth. 5 Behold, two great dragons, both came forth prepared to struggle and a great voice came from them. 6 And at the sound of their voice, every nation was prepared for war, so that they made war against the righteous nation. 7 Behold, a day of darkness and gloom, affliction and distress, ill-treatment and great tumult upon the earth. 8 And the entire righteous nation was troubled, fearing evil things upon themselves. They prepared to be killed 9 and called to God. And from their cry there appeared, as it were, from a small spring a great river, with much water. 10 Light appeared, and the sun arose, and the humble were exalted and devoured the honorable. 11 And having awoken, Mordecai, the one who had seen this dream and what God planned to do, held it in his heart. And with all his reason, he wanted to interpret until the night. 

12 Now Mordecai kept quiet in the courtyard with Gabatha and Harbona, two of the king’s eunuchs, who guarded the courtyard. 13 And he heard their plans and scrutinized their ambitions, and he learned that they were preparing to lay their hands upon King Ahasuerus; and he warned the king about them. 14 Then the king questioned the two eunuchs, and after they confessed, they were led away. 15 And the king wrote these words for a memorial; Mordecai also wrote about these things. 16 Then the king ordered Mordecai to attend in his courtyard, and he gave him gifts because of these things. 17 Now Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Bougaios,b was an honored man before the king, and he desired to harm Mordecai and his people on account of the two eunuchs of the king. 




Queen Vashti Deposed

1 And it happened after these matters in the days of Ahasuerus—this Ahasuerus ruled over one hundred and twenty-seven territories from India—2 in those days, when King Ahasuerus was enthroned in the city of Susa, 3 in the third year of his reign, he prepared a banquet for his friends, and for the rest of the nations, and for the honored of Persia and Media, and for the rulers of his satrapies. 4 And afterward, after he had shown the riches of his kingdom and the glorious splendor of his wealth over one hundred and eighty-four days, 5 when the days of the wedding feast were completed, the king held a drinking party for the people who were found in the city. It lasted for six days in the courtyard of the king’s house. 6 The courtyard was adorned with fine linen and cotton cloths that were stretched by cords of fine linen and purple, fastened to rings of gold and silver on pillars of marble and stone. There were couches of gold and silver on a precious pavement of emerald, pearl, and marble, and diaphanous mattresses, variously adorned with flowers, and roses were scattered round about. 7 The drinking vessels were of gold and silver, and there was a small cup of carbuncle, an exhibit worth thirty thousand talents. There was abundant sweet wine, which the king himself drank. 8 Now this drinking party did not take place according to prescribed law, but as the king wanted, and he commanded his stewards to fulfill his and his peoples’ desire. 9 Queen Vashti also held a drinking party for the women in the palace where King Ahasuerus dwelt. 

10 Now on the seventh day, when he was merry, the king told Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Zethar, Abagtha, and Carcas, the seven eunuchs who were the court servants of King Ahasuerus, 11 to bring in the queen before him so that she might reign and put on her diadem, and so that she might show the rulers and the people her beauty, because she was beautiful. 12 But Queen Vashti refused to come with the eunuchs; and the king was grieved and angry. 13 Then he said to his friends, “Because of these things that Vashti has spoken, make a law and judgment concerning this matter.” 14 So Arkesaios and Sarsathais and Malesear, the rulers of the Persians and the Medes, who were near the king, the first in importance, the ones who sat beside the king, came to him. 15 And they reported to him according to the laws how it was necessary to deal with Queen Vashti, because she had not done the things which were commanded by the king through the eunuchs. 16 Then Memucan said to the king and the rulers, “Queen Vashti has not wronged only the king, but also all the king’s rulers and leaders.” 17 (In fact he detailed for them the words of the queen and how she had opposed the king.) “Therefore as she has opposed King Ahasuerus, 18 so, today the rest of the princesses of the rulers of the Persians and the Medes, having heard the things that were said by her before the king, will dare likewise to dishonor their husbands. 19 If therefore it seems good to the king, let him prescribe a royal decree, and let it be written corresponding to the laws of the Medes and Persians, and do not let it be used otherwise, and do not let the queen go in to him any longer, and let the king give her queenship to a woman more worthy than she. 20 And let the king’s law be obeyed, which, if it should work in his kingdom in this way, all the women will show honor to their men, from the poor to the rich.” 21 And the word pleased the king and his rulers, and the king did just as Memucan said. 22 And he sent word throughout all the kingdom, in every territory in their language, so that there would be fear for the mena in their houses. 




Esther Chosen as Queen

2 Now after these things, the king ceased from his anger and no longer was mindful of Vashti, recalling what she had said and how he had condemned her. 2 And the servants of the king said, “Let uncorrupt and beautiful maidens be sought for the king. 3 And the king shall appoint commissioners in all the territories of his kingdom and allow them to choose young maidens, beautiful in appearance, for the harem in the city of Susa, and let them be handed over to the king’s eunuch, the guard of the women; and let cosmetics and such other things as needed be given to them. 4 And the woman who pleases the king shall reign instead of Vashti.” And the command pleased the king, and he did accordingly. 

5 Now there was a Judean in the city of Susa whose name was Mordecai, who was the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, from the tribe of Benjamin. 6 He was a captive from Jerusalem, which Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had captured. 7 And he had a foster child, the daughter of Abihail, the brother of his father, and her name was Esther. Now when her parents died, he raised her for himself as a wife; and the maiden was beautiful. 8 So when the ordinance of the king was heard, they gathered together many girls in the city of Susa under the hand of Ai; and he brought Esther to Ai, the guard of the women. 9 And the maiden pleased him and found favor with him, and he hastened to give her cosmetics and her allotment, and the seven girls appointed for her from the king, and he cared well for her and her maids in the harem. 10 Esther did not reveal her race or her country, for Mordecai had ordered her not to tell. 11 And every day, Mordecai walked through the women’s courtyard to observe what might happen to Esther. 12 Now this was the appointed time for a girl to go in to the king, when she had completed twelve months thusly: for the days of treatment comprised six months of being anointed in oil made from myrrh and six months with aromatic spices and women’s cosmetics. 13 And then she goes in to the king; and whatever she asks will be given to her to take with her from the harem into the palace. 14 She enters in the evening and toward morning she hurries away into the second women’s apartment, where Ai, the king’s eunuch, is the guard of the women; no longer does she go in to the king, unless he calls her by name. 

15 And when the time was completed for Esther, the daughter of Abihail, the brother of the father of Mordecai, to go in to the king, the eunuch who guarded the women refused nothing that she commanded, for Esther found favor from all who saw her. 16 And Esther went in to Ahasuerus the king in the twelfth month, which is Adar, in the seventh year of his reign. 17 And the king loved Esther, and she found favor more than all the other virgins, and he placed the queen’s crown upon her. 18 Then the king held a drinking party for all his friends and for those with influence; for seven days he celebrated his marriage to Esther and granted rest to those under his reign. 19 Now Mordecai was attending in the courtyard. 20 And Esther had not revealed her country, for Mordecai had commanded her to fear God and to keep his commandments, as when she was with him, and Esther did not change her way of life. 21 But the two eunuchs of the king, the chiefs of the bodyguard, were distressed because Mordecai was promoted, and they were seeking to kill King Ahasuerus. 22 And the matter was revealed to Mordecai, and he made it known to Esther, and she reported the plot to the king. 23 Then the king examined the two eunuchs and hanged them. And the king ordered that a memorial be recorded in the royal library in praise of Mordecai concerning his goodwill. 




Haman’s Plot

3 And after these things, King Ahasuerus exalted Haman son of Hammedatha, a Bougaion,a and he elevated him, and he assumed the first seat among all the friends of the king. 2 And all the men in the courtyard bowed low to him, for thus the king ordered that they do. But Mordecai did not bow down to him. 3 And the men in the courtyard of the king said to Mordecai, “Mordecai, why do you disobey the orders spoken by the king?” 4 Every day they asked him, and he did not listen to them. So they informed Haman that Mordecai was resisting the commandments of the king, and Mordecai pointed out to them that he was a Judean. 5 Now when Haman learned that Mordecai did not bow down to him, he became very angry; 6 and he resolved to destroy all the Judeans under the reign of Ahasuerus. 7 And he made a decree in the twelfth year of the reign of Ahasuerus, and he cast lots day after day and month after month in order to destroy the race of Mordecai in one day; and the lot fell on the fourteenth of the month of Adar. 8 Then he spoke to King Ahasuerus, saying, “There is at your disposal a nation, which is dispersed among the Gentiles throughout your entire kingdom, and their laws are more peculiar than all the laws of the Gentiles, and they disobey the laws of the king; it is not advantageous to the king to allow them to do this. 9 If it seems good to the king, let him command to destroy them, and I will draft ten thousand talents of silver for the treasury of the king.” 10 And the king removed his ring and placed it in the hand of Haman to seal concerning the things written against the Judeans. 11 And the king said to Haman, “You hold the silver, and deal with the nation as you wish.” 12 Then the scribes of the king were summoned in the first month, on the thirteenth day, and they wrote as Haman ordered to the generals and to the rulers over every territory—from India to Ethiopia—to the one hundred and twenty-seven territories and to the rulers of the nations, according to their language from Ahasuerus the king. 13 And he sent by letter-carriers throughout the kingdom of Ahasuerus that they should destroy the Judean race on the first day of the twelfth month, which is Adar, and that they should plunder their possessions. 

14 And copies of the letters were posted publicly in each territory, and it was commanded that all the nations be prepared for this day. 15 And the deed was hastened even in Susa. The king and Haman were getting drunk, but the city was troubled. 




Haman’s Letter

B 1 And this is a copy of the letter: The Great King Ahasuerus writes these things to the rulers in the one hundred and twenty-seven territories from India to Ethiopia and the governors placed under them: 2 “Governing many nations and prevailing over all the world, I do not wish to act haughtily, with arrogant authority, but always considerately and with kindness, to make the lives of my subjects continually calm, to render my kingdom both civilized and passable to its boundaries, and offering to restore the peace desired by all humanity. 3 But after inquiring of my advisors how this should be brought to conclusion, Haman—who excels among us in sound judgment, and is distinguished by his unchanging goodwill and steadfast faithfulness, and has obtained the second post of honor in the kingdom—4 pointed out to us that a certain hostile people is mixed together in all the tribes throughout the world, who are opposed in their laws to every nation and are steadfastly neglecting the ordinances of the kings, so that the common government, administered blamelessly by us, is not established. 5 Therefore, having comprehended that this nation alone is set continually in opposition to every person, changing laws and having entertained a strange way of life, being ill-disposed to our affairs, and is actually accomplishing the most injurious things against the stability of our kingdom; 6 therefore, we have assigned those who were signified to you in the letters written by Haman, who is set over state affairs and is our second father, to utterly destroy all—along with their wives and children—by the swords of their enemies, without pity and sparing of any, on the fourteenth day of the twelfth month, Adar, of the present year, 7 so that those people who have long been and are at this very time enemies of the land, having gone down violently into Hades in a single day, may render hereafter to us a continually firmly based and steady public affairs.” 




Mordecai Encourages Esther to Act

4 Now when Mordecai discovered what was being perpetrated, he tore his own garments and put on sackcloth and sprinkled himself with ashes and rushed out through the streets of the city, crying out with a great voice, “A nation which has done nothing unjust is to be destroyed!” 2 And he came as far as the gate of the king and stood, for it was not lawful for him to enter into the courtyard wearing sackcloth and ashes. 3 And in every territory where the letters were being posted publicly, there was shouting and weeping and great mourning among the Judeans; they brought down sackcloth and ashes for themselves. 4 Then the queen’s maids and eunuchs came in and reported to her, and she was troubled when she heard what had taken place. So, she sent to clothe Mordecai and to take away his sackcloth, but he was not persuaded. 5 Then Esther summoned Hachratheus, her eunuch who attended her, and she sent him to find out for her from Mordecai the exact situation. 7 And Mordecai revealed to him what had happened, and the promise which Haman gave to the king of ten thousand talents for the treasury so that he might destroy the Judeans. 8 He also gave him the copy of the letter that had been published in Susa concerning their destruction to show to Esther, and he told him to command her to go in and entreat the king, “Beg him for our people. Remember your days of low estate, how you were sustained by my hand, because Haman, who is second to the king, has spoken against us for death. Call upon the Lord and speak to the king for us, to deliver us from death.” 9 So Hachratheus went in and told her all these words. 10 Then Esther said to Hachratheus, “Go to Mordecai and say, 11 ‘For all the people of the kingdom know that every man or woman who goes in to the king in the inner court unbidden has no deliverance, however, to whom the king extends the golden scepter, this person will be safe. And I have not been called to go in to the king these thirty days.’ ” 12 So Hachratheus told Mordecai all Esther’s words. 13 Then Mordecai said to Hachratheus, “Go and say to her, ‘Esther, do not say to yourself that you alone will be saved of all the Judeans in the kingdom. 14 For if you do not listen at this time, there will be help and shelter for the Judeans from another place, but you and the house of your father will be killed; and who knows whether you are queen for this time?’ ” 15 Then Esther sent him who had come to her to Mordecai, saying, 16 “Go, convene the Judeans who are in Susa and fast for me, and do not eat nor drink for three days, night and day, and I, indeed also my maids, shall fast, and then I shall go into the presence of the king contrary to the law, even if I die.” 

17 And Mordecai went and did all Esther commanded him. 




Mordecai’s Prayer

C 1 Then he begged the Lord, remembering all the Lord’s works. 2 And he said, “Lord, Lord, King who rules over all things, for everything is in your power, and there is none who opposes you when you want to save Israel, 3 because you made the heaven and the earth and everything that is wonderful under heaven. 4 And you are Lord of all, and there is none who will oppose you, Lord. 5 You know all things; you know, Lord, that it was not in insolence, not in arrogance, nor in love of honor that I have done this, to refuse to bow down to the arrogant Haman, 6 for I would be well pleased to kiss the soles of his feet for Israel’s deliverance. 7 But I did this in order that I might not place the glory of a person above the glory of God, and I will not worship anything except you, my Lord, and I will not do these things in arrogance. 8 And now, Lord God, the King, the God of Abraham, spare your people, because they look upon us for destruction, and they desired to destroy your inheritance from the beginning. 9 Do not disregard your portion, which you redeemed for yourself from the land of Egypt. 10 Hear my prayer and be merciful to your lot; and turn our mourning into feasting in order that, living, we may sing of your name, Lord; and do not destroy the mouth that is praising you.” 11 And all Israel cried out from their strength because their death was before their eyes. 

Esther’s Prayer

12 And Esther the queen fled to the Lord, seized in deathly anxiety.a 13 And removing her garments of glory, she put on the garments of distress and grief, and instead of impressive spices, she covered her head with ashes and dung, and she humbled her body very much; and every part that she loved to adornb she covered with her tangled hair. 14 And she petitioned the Lord, God of Israel, and said, “My Lord, you alone are our king. Help me, the one who is alone, not having a helper except you, 15 because my danger is in my hand. 16 I have been hearing from birth in my paternal tribe that you, O Lord, took Israel out of all the nations, and our ancestors from all their forebears, for an eternal inheritance, and that you did for them everything you promised. 17 And now we have sinned before you, and you have delivered us into the hands of our enemies 18 because we glorified their gods. You are righteous, O Lord! 19 And now they are not satisfied with our bitter slavery, but they have placed their hands 20 to remove the decree of your mouth and to destroy your inheritance and to stop the mouths of those praising you and to quench your altar and the glory of your house 21 and to open the mouth of the nations for the wondrous deeds of vain idols and to have a mortal king be marveled at for eternity. 22 O Lord, do not give over your scepter to those who have no being, and do not let them laugh at our downfall, but turn their plan against themselves, and make an example of the one who began this against us. 23 Remember, O Lord; make yourself known in the time of our affliction and encourage me, O King of the gods and Master of all dominion. 24 Give eloquent speech into my mouth before the lion and change his heart to hate the one who is fighting against us, to the end of him and of those who agree with him. 25 But rescue us by your hand, and help me, the one who is alone and not having a helper except you, O Lord. You have knowledge of all things, 26 and you know that I hate the splendor of lawless ones and abhor the bed of the uncircumcised and of any alien. 27 You know my necessity, that I abhor the sign of my proud position, which is upon my head on days of my appearance. I abhor it like a menstrual rag, and I do not wear it on the days of my rest. 28 And your servant has not eaten at Haman’s table, and I have not honored the feast of the king, nor have I drunk the wine of libations. 29 And your servant has had no joy from the day of my transition until now, except in you, O Lord, the God of Abraham. 30 O God, the one who is mighty over all, hear the voice of the despairing, and deliver us from the hands of evildoers, and deliver me from my fear.” 




Esther Approaches the King

D 1 aThen it happened on the third day, when she had ceased praying, she took off the garments of her service and put on her glorious clothes. 2 And having become resplendent, after she had called upon God, the Overseer and Savior of all, she took her two devoted slaves, 3 and she leaned upon one, as though she were delicate, 4 and the other one followed, bearing her train. 5 And she was blushing in the flower of her beauty, and her face was cheerful, as to be beloved, but her heart was distressed from fear. 6 And when she had come through all the doors, she stood before the king. He was sitting upon the throne of his kingdom, and he had put on every vestment of his majesty, covered all over with gold and precious stones, and he was very dreadful. 7 And when he lifted up his face, resplendent with glory, he looked with intense rage. Then the queen fell, and her complexion changed in faintness, and she bowed down upon the head of the slave who went before her. 8 And God changed the spirit of the king to gentleness, and being distressed, he sprang from his throne and took her up into his arms until she stood. Then he comforted her with peaceable words 9 and said to her, “What is the matter, Esther? I am your brother. Be bold. 10 You shall not die, for our ordinance is public. 11 Draw near.”b 12 Having raised his golden scepter, he laid it upon her neck and greeted her and said, “Speak to me.” 13 Then she said to him, “I saw you, lord, like an angel of God, and my heart was terrified for fear of your glory. 14 For you are wonderful, lord, and your face is full of grace.” 15 And while she was speaking, she fell from faintness. 16 And the king was troubled, and all his staff comforted her. 




Esther’s Invitation

5 3 Then the king said, “What do you want, Esther? What is your petition? Even up to half my kingdom, and it will be yours.” 4 And Esther said, “Today is my significant day. If therefore it seems good to the king, let both he and Haman come to the banquet that I shall prepare today.” 5 And the king said, “Hasten, Haman, that we may do Esther’s request.” And both arrived for the banquet that Esther requested. 6 And during the drinking party, the king said to Esther, “What is it, Queen Esther? And it will be as much as you ask.” 7 And she said, “This is my request and petition: 8 If I have found favor before the king, let both the king and Haman come again tomorrow to the banquet that I shall prepare for them, and tomorrow I shall do these things.” 

9 So Haman went out from the king overjoyed and celebrating, but when Haman saw Mordecai the Judean in the courtyard, he became very angry. 10 And when he entered into his own home, he summoned his friends and Zeresh, his wife. 11 And he told them about his wealth and the glory that the king had invested in him and how he had made him to have the first place and to lead the kingdom. 12 And Haman said, “The queen did not invite anyone to the banquet with the king but me, and I have been invited for tomorrow. 13 And yet these things do not please me whenever I see Mordecai the Judean in the courtyard.” 14 Then his wife, Zeresh, and his friends said to him, “Let a pole of fifty cubits be cut down for you, and at daybreak speak to the king, and let Mordecai be hung on the pole. Then go to the banquet with the king and celebrate.” And what was said pleased Haman, and the pole was prepared. 




Ahasuerus Honors Mordecai

6 But the Lord withdrew sleep from the king that night, so he called his teacher to bring the written daily memoranda to read to him. 2 And he found the letters that were written concerning Mordecai, how he informed the king about the two eunuchs of the king when they were guards and sought to lay their hands upon Ahasuerus. 3 Then the king said, “What honor or favor have we made for Mordecai?” And the servants of the king said, “You have not done anything for him.” 4 And while the king was inquiring about the goodwill of Mordecai—behold, Haman was in the courtyard. Then the king said, “Who is in the courtyard?” And Haman entered to tell the king to hang Mordecai on the pole that he prepared. 5 And the servants of the king said, “Behold, Haman is standing in the courtyard.” And the king said, “Summon him.” 6 Then the king said to Haman, “What shall I do for the person I want to honor?” And Haman said to himself, “Whom does the king want to honor if not me?” 7 So he answered the king, “As for the person the king wants to honor: 8 Let the servants of the king bring a stole of fine linen, which the king wears, and a horse upon which the king rides 9 and give it to one of the honored friends of the king, and let him dress the person whom the king loves, and let him mount him upon the horse, and let him proclaim through the broad streets of the city, saying, ‘So it will be for every person the king exalts.’ ” 10 And the king said to Haman, “You have spoken rightly. Do so for Mordecai the Judean, who attends in the courtyard, and don’t let one word that you have said fall away.” 11 So Haman took the stole and the horse, and he adorned Mordecai and mounted him upon the horse, and he passed through the broad street of the city, and he proclaimed, saying, “So it will be for every person the king wants to honor!” 12 Then Mordecai returned to the courtyard, but Haman turned back to his own home distressed, his head covered. 13 And Haman related the things that had happened to him to Zeresh, his wife, and his friends. Then his friends and his wife said to him, “If Mordecai is of the Judean race, and you have begun to be humbled before him, when falling, you will fall and not be able to withstand him, for the living God is with him.” 14 While they were speaking the eunuchs arrived, urging Haman to the drinking party that Esther had prepared. 




Haman’s Execution

7 Now the king and Haman entered to drink together with the queen. 2 Then the king said to Esther on the second day during the drinking party, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request, and what is your petition? Let it be yours, up to the half my kingdom.” 3 And she answered and said, “If I have found favor with the king, let my life be given for my request, and my word for my petition. 4 For we have been sold, both I and my people, for destruction, and plunder, and slavery, we and our children for servants and maidservants, and I took no heed, for the slanderer is not worthy of the court of the king.” 5 Then the king said, “Who is this, whoever dared to do this thing?” 6 And Esther said, “The person, the enemy, is Haman! This is an evil man.” Then Haman was terrified by the king and the queen. 7 And the king stood up from the symposium and went into the garden, but Haman was begging the queen, for he saw himself in trouble. 8 Then the king returned from the garden, but Haman had fallen upon the couch, begging the queen. And the king said, “So, you assault even my wife in my house?” And when Haman heard this, he was confounded in his face. 9 Then Bougatha, one of the eunuchs to the king, said, “Behold, Haman prepared a pole for Mordecai, who spoke on behalf of the king, and a pole fifty cubits high has been set up at the house of Haman.” And the king said, “Let Haman be crucified upon it.” 10 So Haman was hanged upon the pole which was prepared for Mordecai, and the king ceased his anger. 




Mordecai’s Elevation

8 And on that day King Ahasuerus bestowed upon Esther whatever possessions belonged to Haman the slanderer, and Mordecai was summoned by the king, for Esther made it known that he was related to her. 2 Then the king took the ring that he had taken from Haman and gave it to Mordecai, and Esther appointed Mordecai over all of the things that had been Haman’s. 3 And having advanced toward the king, she spoke and fell before his feet, and she begged him to take away the evil of Haman, as great as he had done to the Judeans. 4 Then the king stretched out the golden scepter to Esther, and Esther raised up to stand near the king. 5 And Esther said, “If it seems good to you, and I have found favor, let letters be sent to return the letters which were sent by Haman, the letters that were to destroy the Judeans who are in your kingdom. 6 For how can I bear to see the oppression of my people? How can I dare to be saved amidst the destruction of my country?” 7 Then the king said to Esther, “If all the possessions of Haman I gave to you, and I showed kindness to you, and I hanged him upon a pole because he laid his hands upon the Judeans, what more do you seek? 8 Likewise you write in my name as seems good to you and seal it with my ring, for whatever is written from the king, being enjoined and sealed with my ring, it is not for them to oppose.” 9 So the scribes were summoned in the first month, which is Sivan, on the twenty-third day of the same year, and it was written for the Judeans whatever had been commanded to the stewards and the rulers of the satraps from India to Ethiopia, one hundred and twenty-seven satrapies, territory by territory, in the language of each. 10 And it was written through the agency of the king, and it was sealed with his ring, and they dispatched the letters by letter-carriers, 11 that he commanded them to use their laws in each city, both to aid them and to help them, against their opponents and those who resist them, as they wish, 12 in one day in all the kingdom of Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is Adar. 




The King’s Letter

E 1 The following is a copy of this letter: “The Great King Ahasuerus, to the rulers in the one hundred and twenty-seven satrapies within the territories from India to Ethiopia, and to those who share our purposes, greetings. 2 Many men, frequently being honored with the greatest generosity of their benefactors, are presumptuous, 3 and not only do they seek to harm our subjects, but not being able to bear prosperity, they endeavor to plot against their own benefactors. 4 Not only are they canceling the gratitude of people, but, being carried away by the boasts of those who are strangers to goodness, they suppose they shall escape the evil-hating justice of the God who always sees all things. 5 Furthermore, often encouragement has involved many who have been appointed to offices and entrusted to handle the affairs of friends, in fatal circumstances, having made them accomplices of sheddinga innocent blood. 6 By the lying deception of malevolence, men have led astray the innocent goodwill of those who govern. 7 And it is possible to observe this not so much from the ancient accounts as we have handed down, as it is close to hand, when you observe what has been accomplished wickedly through the pestilent condition of those who rule unworthily. 8 And for the future, we shall offer to make the kingdom undisturbed, peaceful for all persons, 9 dealing with the changes and always judging what is to come by its appearance, with a more moderate reply. 10 For when Haman the son of Hammedatha, a Macedonian who was in truth a foreigner to Persian blood and standing far apart from our kindness, though having been hospitable to us, 11 obtained the benevolence that we hold for every nation to such a degree that he was publicly proclaimed as our father, and, continuing as the second face from the royal throne, he was worshiped by all. 12 But not restraining his pride, he attempted from the beginning to deprive us even of our spirit, 13 of both Mordecai, our savior and perpetual benefactor, and Esther, the blameless companion of our kingdom, along with all their nation. With the ingenious deceptions of stratagems, he asked for their destruction. 14 For by these methods he imagined that he would catch us defenseless, to transfer the dominion of the Persians to the Macedonians. 15 But we find that the Judeans, who were betrayed by this thrice-sinful man for destruction, are not malefactors, but are living by the most righteous laws 16 and are sons of the living God, the most high and greatest, who guides the kingdom both for us and for our ancestors, in the most excellent arrangement. 17 Therefore, do honorably; do not put to use the letters sent by Haman son of Hammedatha, 18 because he who worked out these things was crucified at the gates of Susa with his whole household—God, who rules over all things, having swiftly repaid him a worthy judgment. 19 And openly publishing a copy of this letter in every place, permit the Judeans to use their own laws, 20 and join in helping them, so that on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, Adar, on the same day, they may defend themselves against those who attack them in a time of oppression. 21 For in place of the destruction of his chosen race, God, who rules over all things, has made this a time of merriment for them. 22 Therefore, you also, among your named feasts, celebrate a notable day with all good cheer, 23 so that both now and afterward it may be a day of deliverance for us and for those favorable Persians, but for those who contrived against us, a memorial of destruction. 24 And every city and territory, without exception, that does not act accordingly shall be consumed with wrath by spear and fire. It shall be rendered not only desolate for humans, but also hateful for beasts and birds for all time.” 




The Publication of the Letter

8 13 And the transcript was posted publicly, conspicuously, in all the kingdom, and all the Judeans were prepared on this day to make war on their enemies. 

14 Accordingly, the horsemen went out, hastening to fulfill the orders by the king, and the ordinance was publicized even in Susa. 15 And Mordecai came out adorned in the royal robe and wearing a golden crown and a diadem made of fine purple linen, and the people in Susa rejoiced when they saw him. 16 Then light and merriment appeared for the Judeans 17 throughout every city and territory, wherever the ordinance was publicized. Wherever the proclamation was publicized, there was joy and merriment for the Judeans, feast and mirth. And many of the Gentiles were circumcised and lived as Judeans, for fear of the Judeans. 




The Jews Destroy Their Enemies

9 For in the twelfth month, on the thirteenth day of the month that is Adar, the letters that had been written by the king arrived. 2 On this day, those who opposed the Judeans were destroyed, for no one withstood, fearing them. 3 For the rulers of the satraps and the tyrants and the royal scribes honored the Judeans, for fear of Mordecai weighed upon them. 4 For the ordinance of the king became known; it was remembered in all the kingdom. 6 And in it, the city, the Judeans killed five hundred men, 7 including Parshan and Nestain and Dalphon and Aspatha 8 and Poratha and Adalia and Aridatha 9 and Parmashta and Arisai and Aridai and Vaizatha, 10 the ten sons of Haman, the son of Hammedatha, the Bougaios, the enemy of the Judeans, and they plundered 11 on the same day. And the number of those who were destroyed in Susa was given to the king. 12 Then the king said to Esther, “The Judeans killed five hundred men in the city of Susa and in the surrounding area. How do you imagine they suffered? What therefore do you deem worthy still to ask? It will be done for you.” 13 And Esther said to the king, “Grant the Judeans to do in like manner tomorrow, so that they may hang the ten sons of Haman.” 14 So he permitted it to happen in this way, and he published for the Judeans of the city to hang the bodies of the sons of Haman. 15 And the Judeans in Susa were assembled on the fourteenth day of Adar, and they killed three hundred men, but no one plundered. 16 Then the remainder of the Judeans who were in the kingdom were assembled, and they helped themselves and ceased from their warring activities, for they had killed fifteen thousand of them on the thirteenth day of Adar, but no one plundered. 17 So they rested on the fourteenth of the same month and observed the same as a day of rest with joy and merriment. 18 And the Judeans who were in the city of Susa gathered as well on the fourteenth day and rested, but they observed also the fifteenth day with joy and merriment. 19 Therefore, on account of this, the Judeans who are scattered abroad in every territory on the outside observe the fourteenth day of Adar as a good day; with merriment they send portions, each to his neighbor. But those who dwell in the mother-city also observe the fifteenth of Adar for good merriment, also sending forth portions to their neighbor. 

The Feast of Purim

20 Now Mordecai wrote these words into a document and sent it to all the Judeans in the kingdom of Ahasuerus, to those near and to those far away, 21 to establish these as good days, to observe both the fourteenth and the fifteenth days of Adar, 22 for in these days the Judeans rested from their enemies, and to observe the entire month, which was Adar, in which it changed for them from grief to joy and from pain to a good day, all the good days of feasting and merriment, to send portions to their friends and to the poor. 23 So the Judeans accepted it just as Mordecai wrote for them, 24 how Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Macedonian, made war against them, how he set a decree and a lot to destroy them, 25 and how he went to the king, saying that he should hang Mordecai, but as much as he made an attempt to bring evil things upon the Judeans, they came upon him, and he was hanged, and his children. 26 On account of this, these days were called Purim because of the lots that in their dialect are called Purim, on account of the words of this letter, and as much as they suffered on account of these things, and as much as happened to them. 27 And the Judeans established it and took it upon themselves and upon their seed, and upon those they handed it after them, so that they would not celebrate the month differently, and so that these days would be kept as a remembrance, throughout generation after generation, by city, and family, and territory. 28 And these days of Purim will be celebrated for all time, and their remembrance will not come to an end from the generations. 29 Then Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the Judean, wrote all that they did, and the confirmation of the letter concerning Purim. 30 abAnd Mordecai and Esther the queen established themselves privately, and then they stood according to their own health and their plan. 31 And Esther established it by command for eternity, and it was written for a memorial. 




Mordecai’s Greatness

10 Now the king inscribed upon his kingdom, by land and by sea, 2 both his strength and bravery, and the wealth and glory of his kingdom; behold, it is written in the document of the kings of the Persians and the Medes for a memorial. 3 And Mordecai was next in rank to King Ahasuerus, and he was great in the kingdom and was honored and loved by the Judeans. He told his way of life to all his people. 




The Interpretation of Mordecai’s Dream

F 1 And Mordecai said, “These things have come from God. 2 For I remembered about the dream that I saw concerning these things, for no item of them failed. 3 There was the small fountain that became a river, and there was light and the sun, and much water. Esther is the river whom the king married, and he made her queen. 4 And the two dragons are I myself and Haman. 5 And the nations are those that had been gathered together to destroy the name of the Judeans. 6 But my nation, this is Israel, the people who cried to God, and we were saved, and the Lord saved his people, and the Lord rescued us out of all these afflictions, and God performed signs and wonders, great things that have not been done among the nations. 7 Therefore he made two lots, one for the people of God and one for all the nations. 8 And these two lots came for a season and a time and for a day of judgment before God, and for all the nations. 9 And God remembered his people and justified his own inheritance. 10 And these days in the month of Adar, the fourteenth and the fifteenth of the same month, shall be for them days with a gathering, and joy, and merriment before God, throughout the generations, for eternity among his people Israel.” 

11 In the fourth year, while Ptolemais and Cleopatra were reigning, Dositheos, who said he was a priest and Levite, and Ptolemy, his son, brought in to Egypt the preceding letter concerning Purim, which they had affirmed and had been translated by Lysimachus, the son of Ptolemais, one of the those in Jerusalem. 





JUDITH




The Threat of Nebuchadnezzar

1 It was the twelfth year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, who ruled over Assyria in the great city of Nineveh. In those days, Arphaxad ruled over Medes in Ecbatana. 2 And he built in Ecbatana fortification walls round about out of hewn stones, three cubits wide and six cubits long. He also made the wall seventy cubits high and fifty cubits wide. 3 And he built towers at the gates a hundred cubits high, and he laid its foundation at sixty cubits. 4 And he made its gates, being built seventy cubits high and its width forty cubits, for the going out of his mighty force and the deployment of his infantry. 5 In those days, King Nebuchadnezzar made war against King Arphaxad in the great plain (that is the borders of Reu). 6 And all the people living in the hill country joined together with him and all the people living beside the Euphrates and the Tigris and the Hydaspes and the plain of Erich, king over the Elymeans. Many nations gathered together to join forces with the sons of the Chaldeans. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Call to Battle

7 Then Nebuchadnezzar, king of Assyria, sent to all the people living in Persia and to all those living in the west, those living at Cilicia and Damascus, Lebanon and Antilebanon, and all those living along the face of the coast, 8 and those among the nations of Carmel and Gilead and upper Galilee and the great plain of Esdraelon, 9 and all those in Samaria and its cities and on the other side of the Jordan as far as Jerusalem and Bethany and Chelous and Kadesh and the river of Egypt and Tahpanhes and Rameses and the whole land Goshen, 10 as far as and beyond Zoan and Memphis and all those living in Egypt, as far as the borders of Ethiopia. 11 But all the people living in the whole land ignored the word of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Assyria, and did not gather together with him in battle because they did not fear him; rather he was like an equal man to them. And they turned back his messengers empty, with dishonor before their face. 

Defeat of Arphaxad

12 Then Nebuchadnezzar was very angry at this whole land, and he swore by his throne and kingdom that he would indeed take revenge against all the borders of Cilicia and Damascus and Syria, and that he would kill them by the sword, against all those living in the land of Moab and the people of Ammon and all Idoumaia, and everyone in Egypt, as far as the borders of the two seas. 13 So in the seventeenth year he organized his army against King Arphaxad, and he was strengthened in the battle and overthrew the whole army of Arphaxad and all of his cavalry and all of his chariots. 14 Thus he took control of his cities and went as far as Ecbatana and captured the towers and looted its broad streets, and its honor he made for its reproach. 15 Then he captured Arphaxad in the mountains of Reu and shot him with his hunting spears and utterly destroyed him until this day. 16 Then he returned with them, he and his force for one hundred and twenty days. 




Expedition against the West

2 In the eighteenth year on the twenty-second day of the first month, there was talk in the house of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Assyria, of exacting vengeance on the whole land just as he said. 2 And he convened all of his attendants and all of his great men, and he set his secret plan before them and completed all the wickedness of the land out of his mouth. 3 And then they determined to destroy all flesh who did not obey the word of his mouth. 

4 And it came to pass that as he brought his counsel to a close, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Assyria, called Holofernes, commander-in-chief of his army, being second in command after him, and said to him, 5 “Thus says the great king, the lord of the whole earth: ‘Look, you will go out from my face, and you will take with you men confident in their strength, one hundred and twenty thousand foot soldiers and a multitude of horses with riders, one hundred and twenty thousand. 6 And you will go out to meet in battle all the western land that resisted the word of my mouth, 7 and to prepare earth and water, because I shall come out in my anger against them, and I shall cover the entire face of the earth with the feet of my force, and I shall hand them over as plunder by them. 8 And their wounded will fill their ravines and the swollen streams, and the river shall be filled to overflowing with their corpses. 9 I shall lead their captives to the ends of the whole earth. 10 After going out, you will seize for me all of their borders, and they will surrender themselves to you. Then you will keep them for me until the day of their punishment. 11 But for those who resist you, your eye shall not refrain to deliver them over to slaughter and looting in all of your land. 12 Because I live, and by the power of my kingdom, I have spoken; thus I shall do this with my hand. 13 Even you—you shall not deviate from any of the commands of your lord, but in accomplishing you shall accomplish them, exactly as I assigned you, and you shall not delay to do it.’ ” 

The Campaign of Holofernes

14 So Holofernes went out from the face of his lord, and he called all the commanders and generals and officers of the army of Assyria. 15 He also mustered choice men for an army exactly as his lord commanded him, up to one hundred and twenty thousand soldiers and twelve thousand archers on horseback. 16 And he arranged them in the way that great war is organized. 17 He took camels and asses and mules for carrying their baggage, a very great number, as well as sheep and oxen and goats for their provision, which were innumerable, 18 and a great number of provisions for each man and very much gold and silver from the house of the king. 

19 So he went out with all his power to advance a march before King Nebuchadnezzar and to cover the whole face of the earth to the west, with chariots and horsemen and a land-force of their chosen soldiers. 20 And a large mixed group like a swarm of locusts went out with them even like the sand of the earth, for their multitude was innumerable. 21 And they attacked from Nineveh for three days to the face of the plain of Bectileth; and they camped opposite Bectileth close to the mountain on the left of upper Cilicia. 22 And he took his whole army, his infantry and horsemen and chariots, and he departed from there to the hill country. 23 He cut through Put and Lud and they plundered all the people of Rassis and the people of Ishmael along the desert to the south of the Chaldeans. 24 And then he passed alongside the Euphrates and went through Mesopotamia and dug through all of the high cities by the brook of Abron as far as the sea. 25 And he seized the borders of Cilicia and killed everyone who resisted him, and he went as far as the border of Japheth toward the south along the face of Arabia. 26 He surrounded all the sons of Midian and burned their tents and plundered their sheepfolds. 27 And then he went down to the plain of Damascus during the days of the wheat harvest and burned all of their fields. And he gave their flocks and herds for destruction, and he plundered their cities and destroyed their plains and struck all their young men with the edgea of the sword. 

28 And then fear and terror of him fell upon those living along the seacoast, those in Sidon and Tyre, and those living in Shur and Ocina; and everyone living in Jamnia and in Ashdod and Ashkelon feared him very much. 




Entreaties for Peace

3 So they sent messengers to him with words of peace, saying, 2 “Look, we the servants of Nebuchadnezzar, the great king, prostrate ourselves at your face. Treat us just as it is pleasing in your presence. 3 Look, our dwellings and our every field of wheat and flocks and cattle and all the sheepfolds of our tents lie before your face; use them according to what would please you. 4 Look, even our cities and those dwelling in them are your servants; come deal with them as seems good in your eyes.” 5 The men approached Holofernes and reported to him these words. 

6 Then he went down to the seacoast, he and his army, and guarded the high cities, and they took from them chosen men for allies. 7 And these people and all their surrounding country welcomed him with crowns and dancing and tambourines. 8 And he broke down all their borders, and he cut down their groves since it was given to him to destroy all the gods of the earth so that all the nations should worship only Nebuchadnezzar, and all tongues and their tribes might call upon him as god. 9 And then he went down by the face of Esdraelon close to Dothan, which is opposite the great mountain ridge Judah. 10 And they set up camp between Geba and Scythopolis, and he was there a month of days in order to gather all the baggage of his army. 




Judah Prepares for War

4 And the sons of Israel living in Judah heard about all the great things Holofernes, the commander-in-chief of King Nebuchadnezzar of Assyria, did to the nations and the way in which he plundered all of their temples and gave them over to destruction. 2 Thus they were very, very afraid from his face, and they were disturbed for Jerusalem and the temple of the Lord their God. 3 For they had recently returned from the captivity, and just now all the people of Judah had gathered together, and the vessels, the altar, and the house had been dedicated from their profanation. 4 So they sent to every border of Samaria, Kona, Beth-horon, Belmain, and Jericho, and to Hobah, Aesora, and the valley of Salem. 5 And they seized in preparation all the highest points of the high mountains, and fortified the villages in them, and put aside provisions in preparation for war since their fields were only recently harvested. 6 And then Jehoiakim, the high priest who was in Jerusalem in those days, wrote to those living in Bethulia and Betomesthaim, which is opposite Esdraelon and faces the plain near Dothan, 7 saying, “Hold fast the ascent of the hills.” For through them was the entrance to Judah, and it was easy to hinder them from ascending, since the approach was only wide enough for two men. 8 Thus did the sons of Israel, just as Jehoiakim the high priest and the senate of all the people of Israel, which is seated in Jerusalem, ordered them. 

9 And then every person of Israel cried out to God in great intensity and humbled their souls with great earnestness. 10 They and their wives and their infants and their livestock, and every resident alien or hireling and their purchased servants, put sackcloth around their loins. 11 And every man and woman of Israel and child living in Jerusalem fell down at the face of the temple, and cast burnt ashes upon their heads, and spread out their sackcloth at the face of the Lord. 12 They even wrapped the altar with sackcloth and cried aloud earnestly to the God of Israel in one accord, that their children be not delivered as plunder, and women as booty, and the cities of their inheritance over to destruction, and the sanctuary to profanation and reproach by the malicious joy of the Gentiles. 13 So the Lord listened to their voice and saw their affliction; for the people were fasting many days in all Judah and Jerusalem before the sanctuary of the Lord Almighty. 14 And Jehoiakim the high priest and all those who stood before the Lord as priests and ministered to the Lord, having girded their loins with sackcloth, offered the daily burnt offering and prayers and freewill gifts of the people. 15 And there were ashes upon their turbans, and they were crying out to the Lord with all of their strength to look upon all the house of Israel with favor. 




The War Council against Israel

5 And it was reported to Holofernes, the commander-in-chief of the army of Assyria, that the sons of Israel had prepared themselves for war and had closed the passes of the hills and fortified every highest point of the highest mountains and set in place traps on the plains. 2 And then he was very wrathfully angry, so he summoned all the rulers of Moab and the generals of Ammon and every governor of the seacoast, 3 and he said to them, “Tell me the truth, sons of Canaan: What people is this seated in the hill country? And which cities do they inhabit? And what is the multitude of their force? And how much power and strength do they have?a And who stands over them as king, leading their army? 4 And why have they alone who dwell in the west not agreed to come meet me?” 

Achior Advises against War with Israel

5 And then Achior, the leader of all the sons of Ammon, said to him, “Let my lord now hear a word from the mouth of your servant, and I shall report to you the truth concerning the people who dwell in the hill country and live in the area near to you. And no lie shall come out from the mouth of your servant. 6 These people are descended from the Chaldeans. 7 They formerly dwelt in Mesopotamia because they did not wish to follow the gods of their fathers who were in the land of the Chaldeans. 8 They departed from the way of their ancestors, and they worshiped the God of heaven, the only God whom they acknowledged, and the Chaldeans drove them out from the face of their gods. Then they fled to Mesopotamia and dwelt there for many days. 9 And then their God said to come out of their exile and to go into the land of Canaan. So they settled there and prospered in gold and silver and very many livestock. 10 And then they went down into Egypt because a famine had spread over the face of the land of Canaan, and they dwelt there until which time they were nourished. There they became a great number, and their race was innumerable. 

11 “So the king of Egypt rose up against them, and they dealt craftily with them with hard work and brick; he humbled them and placed them in servantry. 12 Then they cried out to their God, and he struck the land of Egypt with plagues for which there was no healing, and the Egyptians drove them from their face. 13 Then God dried up the Red Sea before them. 14 And he led them by way of Sinai and Kadesh-barnea, and he drove out all those who lived in the wilderness. 15 Then they occupied the land of the Amorites, and they destroyed all the Heshbonites by their strength; and after crossing the Jordan, they gained possession of all the hill country. 16 And they drove the Canaanite and the Perizzite and the Jebusite and Shechem, and all the Girgashites out of their face and they lived in it for many days. 

17 “As long as they did not sin against their God, good things were with them, because the God who hates iniquity is with them. 18 But when they turned away from the way that was established for them, they were utterly defeated in very many battles, and they were taken as prisoners to a land not their own. Even the temple of their God became a foundation, and their cities were conquered by their enemies. 

19 “And now having returned to their God, they have come up from the dispersion from which place they were scattered, occupied Jerusalem where their sanctuary is located, and settled in the hill country because it was desolate. 20 Now, then, O lord my master, if there is a fault of ignorance among this people and they sin against their God, and we should observe that there is this offence among them, then we shall go up and engage them. 21 But if there is no lawlessness in their nation, let them pass by now, O lord, lest their Lord and God protect and defend them. For then we shall be as a reproach before the whole world.” 

22 And it came to pass that as Achior ceased saying these words, all the people encircling the tent and standing around murmured, and the noble men of Holofernes and all those dwelling along the seacoast and in Moab command that he be cut down. 23 “For we shall not fear the sons of Israel. Look! They are a people in whom there is neither power nor strength to make war. 24 Therefore surely we shall go up, and they shall be as a thing devoured by all of your army, master Holofernes.” 




Rejection of Achior’s Council

6 And when the disturbance made by the men standing around the council ceased, Holofernes, commander-in-chief of the army of Assyria, said to Achior before all the foreign people, 2 “And who are you, Achior, also with all the sons of Moab and the hirelings of Ephraim, that you prophesy among us today and say not to make war with the nation of Israel because their God will protect them? And who is god except Nebuchadnezzar? He will send his forces and will destroy them from the face of the earth, and their God shall not rescue them. 3 But we, his servants, will strike them as one person, and they will not be able to resist the might of our cavalry. 4 For with them we shall burn them. And their borders will be drunk with their blood, and their fields will be full of their corpses. Not even the tracks of their feet will be able to resist our face. But they will be annihilated by destruction. So says King Nebuchadnezzar, lord of the whole earth. For thus he commanded, and his words shall not be made futile. 5 But you, Achior, hireling of the Ammonites, you spoke these words on the day of your iniquity. You shall not see again my face from this day until which time I avenge myself upon this race that came out of Egypt. 6 Then the sword of my army and the troops of my attendants will go through your side, and you will fall among their wounded when they return. 7 And my servants shall restore you to the hill country and put you in one of the cities along the passages. 8 And you will not perish until which time you perish with them. 9 But if you really hope in your heart that they will not be taken, do not let your face fall. I have spoken, and none of my words shall fail.” 

Achior Delivered to Israel

10 Then Holofernes commanded his servants, who were attending him in his tent, to take hold of Achior and to bring him to Bethulia and to hand him over into the hands of the sons of Israel. 11 And his servants took hold of him and led him out of the camp, into the plain, and away from the middle of the plain into the hill country, and they arrived at the springs that were below Bethulia. 12 And when the men of the city saw them on the top of the mountain, they took up their weapons and attackedout of the city on the top of the mountain, and all the slingers held control of the top of the mountain and threw stones at them. 13 But after going under a mountain for shelter, they bound Achior and left him thrown by the base of the mountain and departed to their lord. 

14 Now when the sons of Israel came down from their city, they came to him. After unbinding him, they led him into Bethulia and brought him before the rulers of their city 15 (who were, in those days, Uzziah the son of Micah from the tribe of Simeon, and Chabris the son of Othniel, and Charmis son of Malchiel). 16 And he convened all the elders of the city, and all their young men and women ran together to the assembly, and they stood Achior in the midst of all their people, and Uzziah asked him about what happened. 17 He answered and announced to them the decisions of the council of Holofernes and all the words he had spoken in the midst of the ruler of the sons of Assyria and how greatly Holofernes boasted against the house of Israel. 18 Then, falling down, the people worshiped God and cried aloud, saying, 19 “Lord God of heaven, look down upon their arrogance and show mercy upon the humiliation of our race; and look upon the faces of those dedicated to you this day.” 

20 Then they encouraged Achior and praised him very much. 21 And Uzziah took him from the assembly into his house and gave a banquet for the elders, and they called upon the God of Israel for help that whole night. 




Holofernes Campaigns against Israel

7 On the next day, Holofernes ordered all of his army and all the troops who joined his alliance to break camp, move against Bethulia, seize the ascents of the hill country, and make war with the sons of Israel. 2 So all their mighty men broke camp on that day, and the power of their warriors was one hundred and seventy thousand foot soldiers and twelve thousand cavalry, apart from the baggage of the men who were infantry among them, a very great multitude. 3 And they set up camp in the valley near Bethulia by the spring, and they spread out breadth near Dothan as far as Balbaim, and in length from Bethulia as far as Cyamon, which is opposite of Esdraelon. 4 And when the sons of Israel saw the great number of them, they were very troubled, and they said each one to his neighbor, “Now these men shall lick up the face of the whole earth, and neither the high mountains nor the ravines nor the hills will be able to stand up under their weight.” 5 Then each man took up his implements of war, and after lighting fires on their towers, they stood fast, keeping guard that whole night. 6 On the second day, Holofernes led out all of his cavalry before the face of the sons of Israel who were in Bethulia. 7 And he inspected the ascents of their city, he visited the springs of water, and he seized them and placed over them a detachment of warriors. Then he returned to his troops. 

8 All the rulers of the sons of Esau and all the leaders of the people of Moab and the commanders of the seacoast came to him and said, 9 “Let our master hear now a word, so that defeat does not come to your army. 10 For this people, the sons of Israel, do not rely on their spears but on the height of their mountains in which they dwell, since it is not easy to ascend to the top of their mountains. 11 And now, master, do not make war against them as war happens in a battle array, and not a single man from your people will fall. 12 Wait in your camp, keeping watch over all the men of your army. And let your servants keep control of the spring of water that goes out from the base of the mountain, 13 since all those dwelling in Bethulia draw water from there. Then thirst will kill them, and they will surrender their city. And we and our people will go up on the tops of the surrounding mountains and will camp before them as protection for not one man to leave the city. 14 They shall waste away in their hunger, both their wives and their children, and before the sword comes upon them, they shall be spread out in the streets of their dwelling. 15 Thus you will pay back to them a repayment of evil because they rebelled and did not meet your face in peace.” 

16 Their words satisfied Holofernes and all of his attendants, so he gave orders to do just as they had said. 17 So the sons of Ammon moved away from the camp, and with them five thousand of the sons of Assyria. And they set up camp in the valley and seized the water supply and the springs of the sons of Israel. 18 And the sons of Esau and the sons of Ammon went up and camped in the hill country opposite Dothan, and they sent some men from them toward the south and the east opposite of Egrebeh, which is near to Cush, which is on the brook of Mochmur. The rest of the Assyrian army set up camp on the plain and covered all the face of the land, and their tents and baggage camped in a large crowd, and they were a very great multitude. 

The Israelites Besieged

19 The sons of Israel cried out to the Lord their God because their spirit was discouraged; for all their enemies surrounded them, and there was no way to flee from them. 20 And the whole camp of Assyria, their infantry and chariots and cavalry, remained circled around them for thirty-four days, and all the water vessels belonging to those living in Bethulia came to an end. 21 The cisterns were being emptied out, and they did not have enough water to drink for even one day because it was given to them in measure to drink. 22 Their children were disheartened, and the women and the young fainteda from thirst and were falling in the streets of the city and in the passage ways of the gates. Indeed, there was no strength left in them. 

23 Then all the people, the young, the women, and the children, gathered together around Uzziah and the rulers of the city, and they cried out with a great voice and said before the elders, 24 “O God, judge between you and us! For you did great injustice against us by not talking peace with the sons of Assyria. 25 And now, there is no help for us; but God has sold us into their hands in order to spread us out before them in thirst and great destruction. 26 Now, call them and surrender the whole city to the troops of Holofernes and all of his army for plunder. 27 For it is better for us to become plunder for them, for then we will be in servantry, and our soul shall live and not see the death of our infants with our eyes, as well as our women and children giving up their lives. 28 We call to witness against you heaven and earth, and our God and Lord of our fathers, who punishes us according to our sins and according to the sins of our fathers, that he might not do according to these words today.” 29 Then there happened a great weeping in the midst of the assembly, and everyone with one accord cried aloud to the Lord God with a great voice. 30 And Uzziah said to them, “Take courage, brothers; let us hold on another five days, in which time the Lord our God will turn his mercy upon us. For he will not forsake us in the end. 31 But if these days go by and help should not come to us, I shall do according to your words.” 32 And he dispersed the troops to each of their posts, and they departed to the walls and the towers of their city. And he sent away the women and children to their homes, and there was much humiliation in the city. 




The Story of Judith

8 And in those days, Judith heard about these things. She was the daughter of Merari son of Uz, son of Joseph, son of Uzziel, son of Hilkiah, son of Elijah, son of Hilkiah, son of Eliab, son of Nathanael, son of Shelumiel, son of Sarasadai, son of Israel. 2 Her husband was Manasseh of her tribe and family, and he died in the days of the barley harvest. 3 For he stood over the binding of the sheaf in the field, and the burning heat came upon his head, and he fell upon his bed and died in Bethulia, his city. So they buried him with his fathers in the field between Dothan and Balamon. 4 And Judith was living as a widow in her house for three years and four months. 

5 She made for herself a tent on the roof of her house, and she placed around her loins sackcloth, and the garments of her widowhood were on her. 6 And she was fasting all the days of her widowhood except for the day before the Sabbath and the day of the Sabbath, and the day before a new moon and the holidays and joyful days of the house of Israel. 7 And she was shapely in form and very beautiful in appearance. And her husband, Manasseh, left for her gold and silver and male and female servants and livestock and fields, and she continued to live on them. 8 There was no one who brought an evil word against her because she feared God very much. 

Judith’s Appeal to the Elders

9 Now she heard the evil words of the people against the rulers because they were faint over the lack of water. And Judith heard all the words that Uzziah spoke to them, who swore to them to surrender the city to the Assyrians after five days. 10 So she sent her maid, the one who was set over all of her possessions, to summon Chabris and Charmis, the elders of her city. 11 They came to her, and she said to them, “Hear me, O rulers of those who dwell in Bethulia! For the words that you spoke before the people on this day are not right. You confirmed the oath that you spoke between God and you, and you promised to surrender the city to our enemies unless in these days the Lord should turn and help you. 12 Now, who are you who put God to the test on this very day and stand in place of God in the midst of the sons of humans? 13 Now you can scrutinize the Lord Almighty, and you will learn nothing until eternity. 14 Since you cannot discover the depths of the heart of humanity, and you cannot comprehend the deliberations of his thoughts, how will you search out God, who made all these things, and learn his mind, and comprehend his reasoning? By no means, brothers, provoke to anger the Lord our God. 15 For if he should not wish to help us in the course of the next five days, he has the power to protect us on the day he wants, or even to destroy us before the face of our enemies. 16 But, as for you, do not demand surety for the counsel of the Lord our God. For God is neither like a human to be threatened, nor like a son of humanity to be turned by entreaty. 17 Therefore, while waiting for deliverance from him, let us call upon him to rescue us, and he will hear our voice, if it were pleasing to him. 18 For it has not occurred in our generation, nor is there today any tribe or family or people or city from among us who has worshiped gods made by hand as happened in the former days. 19 That is why our fathers were given over to the sword and to plunder, and they suffered a great calamity before our enemies. 20 But we have not acknowledged any other God except him, the one from whom we hope that he will not disregard us or any from our nation. 21 Because when we are taken in this way, all Judah will be seated, and our sanctuary will be plundered, and he will seek our blood for their profanation. 22 And the slaughter of our brothers, the captivity of the land, and the desolation of our inheritance will return upon our heads among the Gentiles wherever we serve, and we shall be there an offense and a reproach before those who acquire us. 23 For our servantry will not lead us to favor, but the Lord our God will turn it into dishonor. 

24 “Now, brothers, let us set an example for our brothers, because their lives depend upon us, and the sanctuary, both the house and the altar, rest upon us. 25 Apart from all this, let us give thanks to the Lord our God who tests us just as also our fathers did. 26 Remember all that he did with Abraham and how greatly he tested Isaac and all that happened to Jacob in Mesopotamia of Syria, while tending the sheep of Laban the brother of his mother. 27 For just as he did not burn them for the affliction of their heart, and he also did not punish us; but the Lord whips those who draw near to him, for admonition.” 

28 And Uzziah said to her, “All that you said you spoke with a gentle heart, and there is no one who opposes your words. 29 For on this day your wisdom is not manifest beforehand, but from the beginning of your days all the people have perceived your understanding, because the disposition of your heart is good. 30 But the people thirsted very much, so that they forced us to do just as we said to them and to bring upon us an oath that we cannot break. 31 Now pray for us, because you are a pious woman, and the Lord will send rain to fill up our cisterns. Then we will no longer be coming to an end.” 

32 So Judith said to them, “Hear me. I shall do the deed that shall extend unto generations of generations through the children of our nation. 33 You shall stand at the city gates this night, and I shall go out with my devoted servant, and within the days after which you promised to surrender the city to our enemies, the Lord will restore Israel by my hand. 34 But you shall not discover my deed, for I will not speak to you until that which I am about to do is accomplished.” 

35 Uzziah and the rulers said to her, “Go in peace, and may the Lord God be before you for vengeance on our enemies.” 36 Then they returned from the tent and went to their positions. 




Judith’s Prayer

9 Then Judith fell upon her face and put ashes upon her head, and she took off the sackcloth that she had withdrawn. At the same time the incense offering of that evening was being brought into the house of God in Jerusalem, Judith cried out with a great voice to the Lord and said, 2 “O Lord, God of my father Simeon, who gave into his hand a sword for taking revenge on strangers; who opened the womb of a virgin to defilement, uncovered her thigh to disgrace, and polluted the womb to reproach her—for although you said such a thing ought not to happen, still they did it. 3 Because you gave their rulers over to slaughter and their bed, which was ashamed of their deceit, to blood; and you struck servants along with masters and princes upon their thrones. 4 And you gave their wives for plunder and daughters into captivity and all the spoils for distribution among your beloved sons, who also were moved with zeal by your zeal and were sickened by the defilement of their blood and called upon you for help. God, my God, also listen to me, a widow! 5 For you did for those who came before and those also who came afterward; and you intended also the things that are about to happen now, and you planned that which has happened. 6 And those things that you planned were presented and said, ‘Look, here we are!’ For all of your ways are at hand, and your judgment is with foreknowledge. 7 Look, the Assyrians multiply in their power; they take pride in their horses and riders; they exalt in the strength of their infantry; they put their trust in shield and spear and bow and sling, and they do not know that you are the Lord who crushes wars. 8 The Lord is your name. Dash their strength by your power and destroy their might in your wrath, for they plan to profane your sanctuary, to defile the tabernacle, the repose of your glorious name, to cut down the horn of your altar with a sword. 9 See their arrogance; send your wrath upon their heads. Give into my hand, a widow, the strength for that which I have planned. 10 By the lips of my deceit strike the servant along with the ruler and the ruler along with his attendant; break down their pride by the hand of a woman. 11 For your strength does not depend on numbers, nor your power on those who are strong. But you are the God of the humble, a helper of the inferior, a protector of the weak, a shelter for the forsaken, a savior to those who despair. 12 Yes, yes, God of my father and God of the inheritance of Israel, master of the heavens and the earth, creator of the waters, king of all your creation, give ear to my prayer. 13 Give my words and deceit to wound and bruise those who have planned harsh things against your covenant and your consecrated house and Mount Zion and the house your sons possess. 14 Make your whole nation and every tribe know and see that you are the God of all power and might and there is no other who protects the nation of Israel except you.” 




Judith Prepares Her Plan

10 And it came to pass that when Judith ceased crying out to the God of Israel and finished all these words, 2 she rose up from lying prostrate and summoned her maid and went down to the house in which she lived during the days of the Sabbaths and during her festal days. 3 And she took off the sackcloth that she had been wearing, and she took off her garment of widowhood, washed her body with water, and anointed it with rich perfume. She also arranged the hair of her head and put a headband upon it, and she put on her clothes of merriment, with which she used to clothe herself in the days of the life of her husband, Manasseh. 4 And she put sandals upon her feet and put on ankle bracelets and rings and earrings and all her jewelry, and she made herself very beautiful for catching the eyes of men, as many as might see her. 5 Then she gave her maid a skin of wine and a flask of oil and a leather pouch full of grain and dried fig cakes and pure bread; and she wrapped all her vessels and gave them to her. 

Judith Departs for Holofernes’ Camp

6 Then they set out for the gates of the city of Bethulia, and they found Uzziah and the elders of the city, Chabris and Charmis, waiting for her. 7 When they saw her—that her face was altered and clothing changed—they marveled at her beauty even very much more, and said to her, 8 “May the God of our fathers give you favor to accomplish your plans for the exultation of the sons of Israel and the exaltation of Jerusalem.” And she worshiped God. 9 Then she said to them: “Order that the gates of the city be opened for me, and I shall go out in order to accomplish the things that you spoke of with me.” And they ordered the young men to open the gates for her just as they spoke. 10 And they did so, and Judith went out, she and her maid with her. And the men of the city watched her until she had gone down the mountain, until she went through the valley and they could no longer see her. 

11 And they were walking in the valley in a straight path, and a guard of the Assyrians met her. 12 And he took hold of her and inquired, “Who are you, and from where do you come, and where are you going?” And she said, “I am a daughter of the Hebrews, and I am escaping from their face because they are about to be handed over to you to be devoured. 13 And I am going to appear to the face of Holofernes, commander-in-chief of your army, to announce true words and to show before his face a way down that he might go and become master of all of the hill country, and not a single one of his men shall risk body nor the breath of life.” 14 And when the men heard her words and observed her face (for she was very marvelous in beauty before them), they said to her, 15 “You have saved your life by hastening to come down to the face of our lord. Now, go to his tent, and some from among us shall conduct you until they hand you over into his hands. 16 And when you stand before him, do not be afraid in your heart; instead, report according to your words, and he shall treat you well.” 

17 Then they chose from among them one hundred men to accompany her and her maid, and they led them to the tent of Holofernes. 18 And an excited crowd of people formed in camp, for her arrival was proclaimed in the tents; and coming they surrounded her as she stood outside the tent of Holofernes while they reported to him about her. 19 They marveled at her beauty and wondered about the sons of Israel from her appearance. And each one said to his neighbor, “Who can despise this people who have among them a woman such as this? It is not good to allow one single man among them to remain alive, for they will be able to deal craftily with the whole world.” 

20 Then the bodyguards of Holofernes and all of his attendants went out and led her into the tent. 21 Holofernes was resting upon his bed under a canopy, which was woven from purple and gold and emeralds and costly stones. 22 Then they reported to him about her, and he came out to the entrance of the tent with torches of silver carried before him. 23 And when Judith came before his face and that of his attendants, they all marveled at the beauty of her face; and falling upon her face, she worshiped him. But his servants rose her up. 




Judith and Holofernes

11 Then Holofernes said to her, “Take courage, woman, do not have fear in your heart, because I have mistreated no person who has chosen to serve Nebuchadnezzar, king of all the earth. 2 Even now, if your people who dwell in the hill country had not despised me, I would not have taken up my spear against them. But they have done these things to themselves. 3 And now, tell me, why have you escaped from them and come to us? For you have come to deliverance. Take courage! You shall live through this night, even the nights remaining. 4 For there is no one who will injure you, but rather you shall be treated well just as happens to the servants of my lord, King Nebuchadnezzar.” 

5 Judith said to him, “Accept the words of your servant and let your servant speak to your face, and I shall not report a lie to my lord this night. 6 If you follow the words of your servant completely, God will bring about something through you, and my lord will not fail in his mission. 7 For as Nebuchadnezzar, king of all the earth, lives, so also his power lives which he sent you to correct every living being. For not only do humans serve him on account of you, but even the beasts of the field and the livestock and the birds of the air shall live under Nebuchadnezzar and all his house on account of your strength. 8 For we have heard about your wisdom and the great deeds of your life; and it was reported in all the land that you alone are good in the whole kingdom and mighty in skill and marvelous in the campaigns of war. 

9 “Now, as for the words which Achior spoke in your council, we have heard his words since the men of Bethulia preserved him, and he reported to them all that he spoke to you. 10 Therefore, lord and master, do not ignore his word, but place it in your heart because it is true. For our nation cannot be punished, nor can the sword overpower them, unless they should sin against their God. 11 And now, in order that my lord might not become frustrated and unsuccessful, death will fall upon their face; for a sin has seized them in which they will anger their God, at which time they would commit wickedness. 12 For since the provisions failed them and all water has become scarce, they are planning to lay hands upon their livestock, and all that God has forbidden them in his laws not to eat they are planning to consume. 13 And the firstfruits of the grain and the tithes of the wine and the olive oil that they closely guarded, having dedicated it to the priests who stand in Jerusalem before the face of our God, they have determined to consume, that which is not permissible for those among the people to touch with their hands. 

14 “And they have sent men to Jerusalem, since even those who dwell there have done these things, those that dwell with them for permission from the council of elders. 15 And it shall be when it is reported to them and they do it, they shall be given over to you for destruction in that day. 16 Therefore I, your servant, having witnessed all these things, escaped away from their face, and God sent me to accomplish with you deeds at which the whole earth will be confounded, as many as would hear about them. 17 For your servant is pious and attends to the God of the heavens night and day. And now I shall remain beside you, my lord, and your servant shall go out each night into the ravine, and I shall pray to God, and he will tell me when they have committed their sins. 18 And after returning, I shall report to you, and you will go out with all your army, and there is not one from among them who shall resist you. 19 Then I shall lead you through the midst of Judah until you come before Jerusalem, and I shall set your seat in the midst of it. Indeed, you will lead them like sheep for whom there is no shepherd, and no dog shall growl with its tongue before you because this was told to me according to my foreknowledge; it was announced to me, and I was sent to report it to you.” 

20 And her words pleased Holofernes and all his attendants, and they marveled at her wisdom, and they said, 21 “There is no woman such as this from one end of the earth to the other, in beauty of face and intelligent words.” 22 And Holofernes said to her, “God has done well, sending you before the people for strength to be in our hands, but for destruction among those who despise my lord. 23 And now, you are pretty in your appearance and wise in your words; for if you do just as you spoke, your God will be my God, and you shall be seated in the house of King Nebuchadnezzar and will be famous before all the earth.” 




Holofernes Makes Judith His Special Guest

12 Then he commanded to lead her where his silver plates were being set and ordered to prepare some of his food and his wine for her to drink. 2 And Judith said, “I shall not eat of them so that I might not cause offence, but it shall be provided from that which has accompanied me.” 3 Then Holofernes said to her “But if your things come to an end, from where shall we bring things like them to give to you? For there is no one from your nation with us.” 4 Judith said to him, “As your soul lives, my lord, your servant will not consume my things until he does what he has planned by my hand.” 5 And the attendants of Holofernes led her into the tent, and she fell asleep until the middle of the night, and she rose up toward the morning watch. 6 And she sent to Holofernes, saying, “Permit me now, lord, to allow your servant to go out for prayer.” 7 And Holofernes commanded the bodyguards not to hinder her. And she remained in the camp three days, and she went out each night into the valley Bethulia and immersed herself at the spring of water. 8 And when she came up, she would ask the Lord God of Israel to direct her path for the raising up of the children of his people. 9 Then entering clean, she would remain in the tent until she took her food toward evening. 

10 And it came to pass that on the fourth day, Holofernes made a drinking party for his servants only, and he did not summon for service any of those on duty.a 11 And he said to Bagoas, the eunuch who was over all of his things, “Go now, persuade the Hebrew woman who is with you to come to us and eat and drink with us. 12 For look, it is causing shame to our face if we allow a woman such as this to leave, not having had her company, because if we do not gain her she will laugh at us.” 

13 Then Bagoas went out from the face of Holofernes and entered toward her and said, “Let not this beautiful young girl hesitate now from coming to my lord to be honored before his face, and to drink wine with us for merriment, and to become in this day like a daughter of the sons of Assyria who attend in the house of Nebuchadnezzar.” 14 And Judith said to him, “And who am I to oppose, my lord? For hastening, I shall do all that is pleasing in his eyes, and this shall be a great joy to me until the day of my death.” 15 And rising up, she was adorned with clothing and every feminine ornament, and her servant girl went ahead and spread on the ground before Holofernes the sheepskins that she had received from Bagoas for her daily use in order to eat while reclining upon them. 16 And when Judith entered, she reclined, and the heart of Holofernes was beside itself for her. His spirit was shaken, and he was very eager to have sex with her and was watching for an opportunity to seduce her from the day he saw her. 

17 Then Holofernes said to her, “Drink now, and become merry with us.” 18 And Judith said, “I shall drink now, lord, because my life has been exalted in me today more than all the days of my birth.” 19 And taking that which her servant girl had prepared, she ate and drank before him. 20 And Holofernes was delighted by her and drank very much wine; he drank more than he had ever drank in one day since he was born. 




The Beheading of Holofernes

13 And when evening had come, his servants made haste to depart; and Bagoas closed the tent from outside and shut off the attendants from the face of his lord. Then they departed for their beds, for they were all weary since the drinking party had been going on for a long time. 2 Judith was left alone in the tent, and Holofernes had fallen upon his bed, for the wine had overcome him. 3 And Judith had told her servant girl to stand outside of her bedchamber and to look out for her departure, as on each day; for she said she would be going out for her prayers. She spoke also to Bagoas according to these words. 4 And everyone departed from the face, and no one was left in the bedchamber from small to great; and Judith, standing beside his bed, said in her heart, “Lord God of all power, look in this hour upon the works of my hands for the exaltation of Jerusalem. 5 Because now is the time to lay hold of your inheritance and to complete my mission for the destruction of the enemies who rose up against us.” 

6 Then, approaching the post of the bed that was close to the head of Holofernes, she took down his straight sword from it. 7 And drawing near the bed, she grasped the hair of his head and said, “Strengthen me, God of Israel, in this day.” 8 And she struck at his neck twice with her strength, and she took his head. 9 Then she rolled his body from the bed and took the curtains from the pillars. After a little while she went out and gave to her maid the head of Holofernes, 10 and she threw it into her food bag. Then the two went out together as was their custom, and passing through camp, they circled that valley and went up the mountain of Bethulia, and they came to her gates. 

Judith Returns with the Head of Holofernes

11 And Judith said from afar to those watching over the gates, “Open, open now the gates! Our God is with us still to build strength in Israel and power against our enemies, just as he did also today.” 12 And it came to pass that when the men of her city heard her voice, they hurried to get down to the gates of their city, and they called the elders of the city together. 13 And they all, from the least to the greatest of them, ran together because it was incredible to them for her to return. Then they opened the gates and accepted them; and lighting a fire for light, they circled around them. 

14 And she said to them with a great voice, “Praise God, give him praise! Praise God, who did not remove his mercy from the house of Israel, but rather broke our enemies into pieces through my hand in this night.” 15 Then she brought forth the head from the bag and showed it, and she said to them, “Look, the head of Holofernes, commander-in-chief of the army of Assyria; and look, the curtains in which he was lying in his drunkenness. The Lord struck him by the hand of a woman. 16 And as the Lord lives, who watched closely over me in my way which I went, because my face deceived him for his destruction, he committed no sin with me for defilement and shame.” 17 All the people were very amazed, and bowing down, they worshiped God and said in one accord, “Blessed are you, our God, the one who has brought the enemies of your people to naught today.” 18 Then Uzziah said to her “Blessed are you, O daughter, to God Most High, above all the women upon the earth, and blessed be the Lord God who created the heavens and the earth, who guided you to wound the head of the ruler of our enemies. 19 For your hope will not depart from the hearts of humans, who remember the strength of God until eternity. 20 And may God make them for you an eternal honor, visiting you with good things. Because you did not spare your life on account of the humiliation of our nation, but rather you went out to face our calamity by making a straight path before our God.” And all the people said, “Let it be so! Let it be so!” 




Judith’s Battle Plan

14 Then Judith said to them, “Hear me now, brothers, and take this head and hang it upon the battlement of your wall. 2 And it shall be whenever the daybreak dawns and the sun comes out over the land, each one of you will take up your implements of war, and every man of strength will go out of the city. And you will put a leader over them as if you were going down on the plain against the front guard of the sons of Assyria, and yet you will not go down. 3 Then, after they take up their armor, they will go to their camp and will awaken the generals of the army of Assyria; and they will run together to the tent of Holofernes, and they will not find him. And fear will fall upon them, and they will flee from your face. 4 Then, after pursuing them, you and all those dwelling in every border of Israel will slay them on their paths. 5 But before doing these things, call to me Achior the Ammonite so that, seeing, he might identify the one who disparaged the house of Israel and sent him to us, as if unto death.” 

6 So they summoned Achior from the house of Uzziah. And when he came and saw the head of Holofernes in the hand of one of the men in the assembly of the people, he fell upon his face, and his breathing was weakened. 7 And when they picked him up, he fell at the feet of Judith and did reverence to her face and said, “You are praised in every tent of Judah, and in every nation, anyone hearing your name will be troubled. 8 And now, recount to me all that you have done in this day.” And Judith reported to him in the midst of the people all that she had accomplished from that day she departed until which time she was talking to them. 9 And when she ceased speaking, the people raised a cry with a great voice and gave a merry cry in their city. 10 Achior, seeing all that the God of Israel had accomplished, trusted in God very much and circumcised the flesh of his foreskin; and he was added to the house of Israel until this day. 

Holofernes’ Head Presented to His Camp

11 And when the dawn arose, then they hung up the head of Holofernes from the wall, and every man of Israel took up his weapon, and they went out by divisions to the ascents. 12 When the sons of Assyria saw them, they sent for their leaders, and they went for the generals and captains and to all of their rulers. 13 Then they came to the tent of Holofernes and said to the one who was over all of his things, “Awaken our lord now, because the servants have dared to come down against us for battle, so that they might be destroyed in totality.” 14 And Bagoas entered and knocked on the curtain of the tent, for he suspected he was sleeping with Judith. 15 And when no one responded, tearing them open, he entered into the bedchamber and found him dead, thrown on the threshold and his head removed from him. 16 And he cried out in a loud voice with weeping and moaning and a mighty cry, and he tore his garments. 17 And he entered into the tent where Judith was staying, and he did not find her; and he leapt out to the people, crying aloud, 18 “The servants have acted treacherously: one woman of the Hebrews has brought disgrace to the house of King Nebuchadnezzar. For look, Holofernes is on the ground, and his head is not on him.” 19 And when the rulers of the army of Assyria heard the words, they tore their garments, and their soul was very troubled. And there came from among them shouting and a very loud cry in the midst of the camp. 




The Assyrians Flee

15 When those who were in the tents heard, they were amazed at the things that had happened. 2 Then trembling and fear fell upon them, and there was no person remaining before the face of his neighbor yet; but, pouring out with one accord, they fled on every path of the plain and the hill country. 3 Those encamped in the hill country around Bethulia also turned to flee. And then the sons of Israel, every man a warrior from among them, poured out upon them. 4 And Uzziah sent to Betomasthaim and Choba and Chola and to every border of Israel those bringing news about the things that had been accomplished and that all should pour out against the enemy for their destruction. 5 And when the sons of Israel heard, with one accord they all fell upon them and struck them as far as Hobah. And likewise even those from Jerusalem and from all of the hill country were present, for they had reported to them the things that had happened in the camp of their enemies. And those in Gilead and those in Galilee outflanked them with a great blow until they passed by Damascus and its borders. 6 And the rest of those dwelling in Bethulia fell on the camp of Assyria. Then they plundered them and became very rich. 7 When the sons of Israel returned from the slaughter, they took control of the rest, and the villages and hamlets in the hill country and on the plain held much spoil, for there was a very great number. 

8 And Jehoiakim, the high priest, and the elders of the sons of Israel who live in Jerusalem came to look the good that the Lord had done for Israel and to see Judith and to speak peace with her. 9 And when they came to her, they all blessed her in one accord and said to her, “You are the exaltation of Jerusalem; you are the great pride of Israel, and you are the great boast of our nation. 10 You did all these things by your hand; you accomplished good things with Israel, and God was well pleased on account of them. Be blessed before the all powerful Lord for eternal time.” And all the people said, “Let it be so!” 11 All the people plundered the camp for thirty days; and they gave to Judith the tent of Holofernes and all the silver plates and couches and bowls and all of his preparation. And taking it, she placed it upon her mule, hitched her wagons, and piled the things upon them. 

12 Then every woman of Israel ran together in order to see her; and they blessed her, and some from among them performed a dance for her. Then she took wands in her hands, and she gave them to the women with her. 13 And they crowned themselves with olive branches, she and those with her, and she went before all of the people, leading all the women in a dance, and every man of Israel followed, wearing armor with crowns and with hymns in their mouth. 14 Then Judith began this confession in all Israel, and all the people were singing loudly this praise. 




The Deliverance Hymn of Judith

16 Judith said, 

“Go out to my God with tambourines; 

sing to the Lord with cymbals. 

Create for him a psalm and a song of praise; exalt and call upon his name. 

2 For the Lord is a God who crushes wars; 

for into his encampments, in the midst of the people, he removed me 

from the hand of those pursuing me. 

3 Assyria came from the mountains of the North; 

he came with the myriads of his forces, 

of whom their great number blocked up the winter streams, 

and their horses covered the hills. 

4 He said he would set my mountains on fire 

and kill my young men with the sword 

and put my suckling babies to the ground 

and deliver up my infants for plunder 

and despoil virgins. 

5 The Lord Almighty set them aside by the hand of a woman. 

6 For their mighty one did not fall by young men, 

nor did the sons of the Titans strike him, 

nor did tall giants set upon him, 

but Judith, a daughter of Merari, 

brought him down with the beauty of her face. 

7 For she took off the garment of her widowhood for the exaltation of those who suffer in Israel. 

She covered her face with an anointing, 

8 and she tied her hair with a headband, 

and she took a linen garment for charming him. 

9 Her sandal ravished his eye, 

and her beauty captured his soul; 

the sword went through his neck. 

10 Persia shivered at her boldness, 

and Media was struck by her courage. 

11 Then my humble ones raised the war cry, 

and my weak ones were terrified and scared. 

They raised up their voice, and they were turned back. 

12 Sons of girls cut them down, 

and, wounded like children of fugitives, 

they perished from the battle line of my Lord. 

13 I shall sing a new song to my God: 

O Lord, you are great and glorious, 

marvelous in strength, unsurpassable. 

14 Let all of your creation serve you, 

for you spoke, and they came into being. 

You sent your spirit and established it. 

And there is none who can resist your voice. 

15 For the mountains will be shaken from their foundations together with the waters, 

while the rocks shall melt like beeswax away from your face. 

And yet to those who fear you, 

you are merciful to them. 

16 For every sacrifice for sweet smell is a small thing, 

and all fat for a whole burnt offering is insignificant to you. 

But the one who fears the Lord is great forever. 

17 Woe to the nations rising up against my race. 

The Lord Almighty shall punish them in the day of judgment; 

he will send fire and worms for their flesh, 

and they will weep in full knowledge until eternity.” 

18 When they came to Jerusalem, they worshiped God. And when the people were purified, they brought their burnt offerings and their freewill offerings and gifts. 19 And Judith dedicated all the vessels of Holofernes, which the people gave to her, and the curtains that she herself took from his bedroom, she gave them to God for a votive offering. 20 And the people were continually celebrating in Jerusalem at the face of the sanctuary for three months. And Judith remained with them. 

Epilogue

21 And after these days, each one returned unto his inheritance, and Judith departed for Bethulia and remained on her property. In her time she was honored in all the land. 22 Many desired her, but no man knew her all the days of her life from that day her husband, Manasseh, died and she was added to his people. 23 And she was increasing very much, and she grew old in the house of her husband, one hundred and five years. And she set her favorite servant free.a She died in Bethulia, and they buried her in the cave of her husband, Manasseh. 24 And the house of Israel mourned her seven days. She divided her propertya before she died among all the relatives of Manasseh, her husband, and to those nearest her family. 25 And there was no one who terrified the sons of Israel again in the days of Judith, nor for a long time after she died. Amen. 





TOBIT




Introduction

1 The book of the words of Tobit the son of Tobiel, the son of Hananiel, the son of Aduel, the son of Gabael, from the seed of Jahzeel, from the tribe of Naphtali, 2 who was taken prisoner in the days of Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria, from Thisbe, which was to the right of Kedesh of Naphtali, in the Galilee above Asher. 

Tobit’s Righteousness and Captivity in Nineveh

3 I, Tobit, was walking in the ways of truth and with righteousness all the days of my life, and I did many acts of mercy for my brothers and the people who proceeded with me into the territory of Assyria, into Nineveh. 4 And when I was in my territory, in the land of Israel, being in my youth, all the tribe of Naphtali, my ancestor, withdrew from the house of Jerusalem, which was selected from all the tribes of Israel to sacrifice for all the tribes. And the sanctuary of the habitation of the Most High was sanctified and was built up for the whole generation of eternity. 5 And all the tribes, and the house of Naphtali my ancestor, had joined in apostasy to sacrifice a heifer to Baal. 6 And I went alone frequently into Jerusalem to the feasts, as it is written for all Israel as an eternal ordinance, having the firstfruits and the tithe of the produce and the first shorn. 7 And I gave these things to the priests, to the sons of Aaron, at the altar. I gave the tithe of the produce to the sons of Levi who were attending in Jerusalem, and the second tithe I sold. Then I went, and I expended these things in Jerusalem according to each year. 8 And the third tithe I gave to those to whom it belonged, as Deborah the mother of my father had commanded, because I was left an orphan by my father. 9 When I became a man, I took Hannah as a wife from the seed of our father, and I begot Tobias from her. 10 And when we were taken prisoner to Nineveh, all my relatives and those from my family were eating from the bread of the nations. 11 But I kept my spirit from eating it, 12 for I had remembered God with my whole soul. 13 The Most High granted favor and a good appearance before Shalmaneser, and I was his slave in charge of provisions. 14 I went to Media, and I entrusted to Gabaelos the brother of Gabria at Rages in Media ten talents of silver. 15 And when Shalmaneser died, Achereil his son became king in his place, and his roads became unstable, and I was no longer able to go to Media. 

Burying the Dead

16 In the days of Shalmaneser I did many acts of mercy to my brothers. 17 I gave my bread to those who were hungry and clothing to the naked, and if I beheld anyone from my race who had died and who had been thrown behind the wall of Nineveh, I buried him. 18 And if Achereil the king killed anyone when he came fleeing from Judah, I buried them by stealth, for he killed many in his anger. And the body was sought by the king, but it was not found. 19 But one of those in Nineveh went to inform the king concerning me, that I buried them, and I hid. But after discovering that I was being sought for to be killed, I withdrew, terrified. 20 And all the things that were mine were plundered, and nothing was left to me except Hannah my wife and Tobit my son. 21 Fifty days did not pass until his two sons killed him, and they fled into the mountains of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son became king in his place, and he appointed Ahikar the son of Hanael, my brother, over all the accounts of his kingdom and over the whole administration. 22 And Ahikar asked about me, and I came to Nineveh. Now Ahikar was cupbearer, keeper of the signet ring, administrator, and accountant; and Esarhaddon, the son from the second, appointed him; he was my nephew. 




2 When I returned to my house and when Hannah my wife was restored to me with Tobias my son on the feast of Pentecost (which is the holy Feast of Seven Weeks), there was a good dinner prepared for me, andI reclined to eat. 2 And I saw a numerous variety of dishes and said to my son, “Go and bring whom you may find of our brothers in need who is mindful of the Lord; and behold, I shall wait for you.” 

3 And when he came back, he said, “Father, one of our people, after he had been strangled, he was thrown away in the marketplace.” 4 Then, before I tasted the food, I jumped up and carried him away into a certain room until the sun went down. 5 And after I returned, I washed myself and ate my food in sorrow. 6 Then I remembered the prophecy of Amos just as he said, 

“Your feasts will be turned into mourning 

and all your merriment into lamentation.” 

7 And I cried. When the sun had set I went and dug a grave and buried him. 8 And the neighbors laughed, saying, “No longer does he fear to be killed concerning this thing he is doing, and yet he fled, and now behold, once more he is burying the dead!” 

Tobit Goes Blind

9 And in the same night I returned from burying the dead, I also fell asleep alongside the wall of the courtyard being defiled, and my face was uncovered. 10 I did not know that sparrows were on the wall; my eyes being uncovered, the sparrows discharged warm dung into my eyes, and white spots appeared in my eyes. And so I went to physicians, but they did not help me. And Ahikar took care of me until I had gone into Elymais. 

11 And my wife Hannah was earning money by women’s work. 12 She would send off to the owners, and they paid her. And in addition to her wages, they gave her also a young goat. 13 But when it came to me, it started to bleat, and so I said to her, “Where did the goat come from? It’s not stolen, is it? Give it to its owners,a for it is not lawful to eat what is stolen.” 14 But she said, “It was given as a gift to me in addition to the wages.” But I did not believe her and said, “Return it to the owners!” And I blushed at her; but replying, she said to me, “Where are your alms and your righteous deeds? Behold, all things are known with you!” 




Tobit Prays for Death

3 And so being distressed I wept and prayed in grief, saying, 

2 “You are righteous, O Lord, and all your works and all your ways are mercy and truth, and you judge true and righteous judgment for eternity. 3 Remember me and look upon me. Do not punish me for my sins and my oversights and those of my fathers who sinned before you, 4 for they paid no attention to your commandments. You gave us over to plunder, captivity, and death, and made us a proverb of disgrace to all the nations among which we were dispersed. 5 And now your many judgments dealing with me are true because of my sins and those of my fathers; for neither have we observed your commandments, nor have we walked in faithfulness before you. 6 So now deal with me as you see fit. Command to take up my spirit that I may be released and may become dirt, since it is more profitable for me to die than live. For I have heard untrue reproaches, and much grief is within me. Command that I be released of the distress immediately into the eternal place. Do not turn your face away from me.” 

Raguel’s Daughter Is Falsely Accused

7 On the same day at Ecbatana in Media it happened that Sarah the daughter of Raguel was also reproached by her father’s maidservants, 8 because she was given seven husbands but Asmodeus the evil demon killed them before they could be with her as with a wife. And they said to her, “Are you not aware that you have strangled your husbands? You have had seven already, and you have not benefited from any one of them! 9 Why do you whip us? If they died, go with them! May we never see a son or daughter of yours for eternity!” 

10 After she heard these things, she became very distressed so as to hang herself. And she said, “I am the only child of my father. If I do this, it will be a reproach to him, and I will bring down his old age in sorrow to Hades.” 

Sarah’s Prayer

11 Then she prayed toward the window and said, “Blessed are you, O Lord my God, and blessed be your holy and honorable name for eternities! May all your works bless you for eternity! 12 And now, O Lord, I set my eyes and my face toward you. 13 Say to release me from the earth so I may no longer hear a reproach. 14 You know, O Lord, that I am pure from any sin and being with a man, 15 and neither have I defiled my name nor my father’s name in this land of my captivity. I am an only-begotten child to my father, and neither is there to him a young child who will become his heir, nor a close relative. Nor yet does he have a descendant for whom I may keep myself for a wife. Seven of mine are already dead! So then why should I live? Now if it does not seem right for you to kill me, command that regard be had on me and show mercy to me that no longer may I hear a reproach.” 

16 And the prayer of both of them was heard before the glory of the great Raphael. 17 And he was sent to cure the two, to peel off Tobit’s white spots and to give Sarah, daughter of Raguel, as a wife for Tobias son of Tobit and to bind Asmodeus the evil demon; for Tobias was entitled to inherit her. At the same time, Tobit returned and entered to his house, and Sarah the daughter of Raguel came down from her upstairs room. 




Tobit’s Instruction to His Son

4 On that same day Tobit remembered about the money that he deposited with Gabael in Rages of Media. 2 And he said to himself, “I have asked for death. Why not call Tobias my son so that I can explain to him before I die?” 3 So having called him, he said, “Child, if I should die, bury me and do not neglect your mother; honor her all the days of your life and do what pleases her and do not grieve her. 4 Remember, child, that she experienced many dangers because of you when you were in her belly. When she dies, bury her beside me in the same grave. 5 Child, be mindful of the Lord our God all the days. Do not want to transgress against his commandments; practice righteousness all the days of your life and do not walk in the ways of unrighteousness. 6 For when you practice fidelity, there will be successes in all your works and in all your doings of righteousness. 7 Give alms from your possessions and do not let your eye be envious when you give alms. If you do not turn your face back from any poor individual, then the face of God will not be turned back from you. 8 According to the abundance you have, give alms from them in proportion to the abundance. If you possess a little, do not be afraid to give alms in proportion to the little, 9 for a good treasure you store up for yourself against a day of necessity. 10 For giving alms delivers one from death and will not allow that one to go into darkness. 11 Indeed, almsgiving is a good gift for all who practice it in the sight of the Most High. 

12 “Take heed to yourself, child, to stay away from every kind of fornication. First of all, take a wife from the seed of your fathers, and do not take a foreign wife who is not from the people of your father because we are the sons of the prophets Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob—our fathers from eternity. Remember, child, that they all took wives from their own brothers, and they will be blessed continually with their descendants, and their seed will inherit the earth. 

13 “And now, child, love your brothers and do not behave arrogantly in your heart toward your brothers and the sons and daughters of your people in taking for yourself a wife from them. For in arrogance there is ruin and much confusion, and in worthlessness there is loss and dire poverty, for worthlessness is the mother of hunger. 

14 “Do not delay the wages of every person who may work for you, but pay him right away. If you serve God, it shall be repaid back to you. Take heed to yourself, child, in all your deeds, and be disciplined in all your conduct. 15 And what you hate do to no one. Do not drink wine for drunkenness, and do not let drunkenness go with you on your way. 16 Give some of your bread to the person who is hungry and some of your clothing to those who are naked; and give what is a surplus for you as alms and do not let your eye be envious in your alms giving. 17 Pour out your bread upon the grave of the righteous and do not give it to sinners. 18 Seek counsel from every wise person and do not think lightly about any useful counsel. 19 And bless the Lord God on every occasion, and request from him that your ways be made straight and all the paths and plans be made prosperous. For every nation does not have counsel, but the Lord himself gives all good things, and he makes low whom he wants as he wishes. 

“Now, child, remember my commands and do not let them be erased from your heart. 20 And now I should show to you concerning the ten talents of silver that I entrusted to Gabael, the son of Gabri, at Rages of Media. 21 Do not be afraid, child, that we have become poor, for you have many things, if you fear God and depart from all sin and do what is pleasing before him.” 




Tobias and the Angel Raphael

5 Then Tobias answered and said to him, “Father, I will do all things that you have commanded me. 2 But how will I be able to get the money and yet not know him?” 3 So he gave him the certificate and said to him, “Seek for yourself a person who will go with you, and I will pay him wages as long as I live; now go get the money.” 

4 And he went to look for a person and found Raphael, who was an angel (but he did not know it). 5 And he said to him, “Am I able to go with you to Rages of Media, and are you acquainted with those places?” 6 And the angel said to him, “I will go with you; I am acquainted with the route, and I have lodged with Gabael our brother.” 7 And Tobias said to him, “Wait for me, and I will say it to my father.” 8 And he said to him, “Go, and do not spend too much time there.” 

9 And when he went in he said to his father, “Behold, I have found someone who will go with me.” And he said, “Call him to me so that I may know from which tribe he comes and whether he is reliable enough to go with you.” 10 Then he called him, so he came in, and they greeted one another. 11 And Tobit said to him, “Brother, from what tribe and from what country are you? Tell me.” 12 And he said to him, “Are you looking for a tribe and a family or to hire someone who will go along with your son?” And Tobit said to him, “I wish to know, brother, your people and your name.” 13 And he said, “I am Azariah of Hananiah the Great, your brother.” 14 And he said to him, “Welcome, brother, and do not be angry with me, because I sought to know your tribe and your lineage. You happen to be my brother from a good and noble family, for I knew Hananiah and Jathan the sons of Shemaiah the Great when we used to travel together into Jerusalem to worship, offering the firstborn and the tithes of the produce, and they did not go astray in the deception of our brothers. You are from a good stock, brother. 15 But say to me what sort of wages I shall pay you—a drachma per day and the things necessary for you, as also for my son? 16 And moreover, I will give something to you in addition to the wages if you both return safely.” 17 So they agreed. 

Then he said to Tobias, “Get ready for the trip, and may both of you have a successful journey.” And his son prepared the things for the journey. And his father said to him, “Go with this person, and God who dwells in the heaven will help both of you on the journey. Let also his angel go along with you both.” Then the two of them went out and departed, and the young man’s dog was with them. 

18 And Hannah his mother cried and said to Tobit, “Why have you sent our child away? Isn’t he the staff of our hand in his going in and going out before us? 19 Don’t let money overtake money; rather, it should be an offscouring in comparison to our child! 20 For as it has been given us to live by the Lord, this is sufficient for us.” 21 Then Tobit said to her, “Don’t worry,a sister, he will come back safely, and your eyes will see him again. 22 For a good angel will go along with him, and his journey will be successful; he will return safely.” 1 And so she stopped crying. 




Tobias’ Journey to Rages

6 2 As they went along the way, they came at evening to the Tigris River and camped there. 3 Then the young man went down to wash himself, and a fish leaped out from the river and wished to swallow the young man. 4 The angel said to him, “Catch the fish!” And so the young man grabbed the fish and threw it on the ground. 5 Then the angel said to him, “Slit open the fish and remove the heart, liver, and gall. Set them safely aside.” 

6 So the young man did as the angel told him. After roasting the fish, they ate it. And both of them continued traveling until they drew near to Ecbatana. 7 Then the young man said to the angel, “Brother Azariah, what are the liver, heart, and gall of the fish for?” 

8 And he said to him, “As for the heart and the liver, if a demon or evil spirit troubles someone, so let these things make smoke before a man or woman, and no more will the person be troubled. 9 The gall is for anointing a human who has white spots on his eyes, and he will be healed.” 

Raphael’s Counsel

10 And when they drew near to Rages, 11 the angel said to the young man, “Brother, today we will lodge with Raguel, for he is your relative, and he has a daughter named Sarah. 12 I shall speak about her that she be given to you for a wife because her inheritance is entitled to you. For you alone are of her people, and the girl is beautiful and sensible. 13 So now hear me, and I shall speak to her father, and when we return from Rages we should make the wedding. For I know that Raguel can never give her to another man according to the law of Moses or he shall be liable to death, for the inheritance belongs to you to take her as a bride more than any man.” 

14 Then the young man said to the angel, “Brother Azariah, I have heard the girl has been given seven husbands, and all died in the bridal chamber. 15 And now I am the only one left to the father, and I am afraid, lest going in I may die just as also the former, because a demon loves her who does not harm anyone except those who approach her. So now I am afraid lest I may die and bring down my father’s and mother’s life with sorrow to their grave because of me, for there is no other son to them who will bury them.” 

16 The angel said to him, “Don’t you remember the words that your father charged you, about you taking a wife from among your people? Now listen to me, brother, because she will become a wife to you. Take no account of the demon, for this very night she will be given to you as a wife. 17 And when you enter into the bridal chamber, you will take coals of incense and place upon them some of the heart and liver of the fish and burn them into smoke. 18 Then the demon will smell the smoke and flee and not return for eternity of eternity. And when you approach her, both of you should arise and cry out to the merciful God, and he will deliver you both and have mercy. Do not be afraid, for she has been prepared for you from eternity. So you will deliver her, and she will go with you, and I suppose that you will have children from her.” And when Tobias heard these things, he loved her, and his soul clung to her very much. 




In the Home of Raguel

7 Then he came to Ecbatana and arrived at the house of Raguel. And Sarah met him and greeted him, and he them. Then she brought them into the house. 2 And he said to Adnah his wife, “How the young man resembles Tobit my cousin!” 3 Then Raguel asked them, “Where are you from, brothers?” And they said to him, “We are from the sons of Naphtali, the captives from Nineveh.” 4 Then he said to them, “Do you know Tobit our brother?” 5 And they said, “He is both alive and well.” Then Tobias said, “He is my father.” 6 Then Raguel jumped up and kissed him and cried 7 and blessed him. Then he said to him, “You are the son of a noble and good man!” And when he heard that Tobit lost his own eyes, he grieved and cried. 8 Also Adnah his wife and Sarah his daughter cried, and they welcomed them warmly. 

Sarah and Tobias Wed

9 Then they killed a ram from the flock and set out much food. And Tobias said to Raphael, “Brother Azariah, speak concerning the things that you talked about on the journey, and let the matter be settled.” 10 So he shared the matter with Raguel, and Raguel said to Tobias, “Eat, drink, and be merry, for you have the right to take my child in marriage. But I will declare the truth. 11 I have given my child to seven husbands, and when they went in to her, they died during the night. Nevertheless be merry for now!” But Tobias said, “I am not tasting anything here until you make a binding agreement with me.”a So Raguel said, “Take her as a wife from this present time according to the judgment. You are her brother, and she is yours. And the merciful God will prosper you both with the best things.” 12 Then he called Sarah his daughter and, taking her hand, he gave her over to Tobias as a wife, and he said, “Here she is; according to the law of Moses, take her as a wife and bring her to your father.” And he blessed them. 13 Then he called Adnah his wife and, taking a document, he wrote a contract and they closed it with their seals. 14 Then they began to eat. 15 And Raguel called Adnah his wife and said to her, “Dear, prepare the other room and bring her in.” 16 So she did as he requested and brought her there, and she cried and understood the tears of her daughter and said to her, 17 “Take courage, child; may the Lord of heaven and earth grant you favor in place of this sorrow of yours. Take courage, daughter!” 




Tobias Defies the Demon

8 When they finished dining, they brought Tobias in to her. 2 As he went, he remembered the words of Raphael; so he took the coals of the incense and placed on them the heart of the fish and the liver and made them smoke. 3 And when the demon smelled the odor, it fled to the upper parts of Egypt, and the angel bound it. 

4 And when they were shut in together, Tobias rose from the bed and said, “Arise, sister, and let us pray that the Lord shows us mercy.” 5 Then Tobias began to pray, “Blessed are you, God of our fathers, and blessed be your holy and glorious name into the eternities! Let the skies and all your creatures bless you! 6 You made Adam and gave him a helper and support: Eve, his wife. From them has come the seed of humans. You said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; let us make for him a helper like himself.’ 7 And now, Lord, not on account of lust do I take this kinswoman of mine, but on the basis of fidelity. Grant mercy on me that I may grow old together with her.” 8 And she said with him, “Amen!” 9 Then both of them fell asleep for the night. 

But Raguel rose up and went and dug a grave, 10 saying, “Lest even this one die.” 11 Then Raguel went into his house, 12 and he said to Adnah his wife, “Send off one of the maidservants and let them see whether he is alive, and if he is not, that we may bury him, and no one may know about it.” 13 And having opened the door, the maidservant went in and found the two asleep. 14 So when she came out, she told them that he was alive. 

15 So Raguel blessed God, saying, “Blessed are you, O God, with every blessing. And let your saints bless you, and all your creatures; all your angels and your chosen ones, let them bless you for eternities! 16 Blessed are you because you have made me glad, and it did not turn out for me as I was expecting, but according to your abundant mercy you have dealt with us. 17 Blessed are you because you have shown mercy on two only-fathered children! Show them mercy, O Master; fulfill their life in health with gladness and mercy!” 18 And then he ordered the servants to fill in the grave. 

19 And he made for them a wedding feast for fourteen days. 20 And before the days of the wedding feast had come to an end, Raguel swore to him by oath that he should not depart from it until the fourteen days of the wedding feast be fulfilled, 21 and at that time he should take half of his property and go in health to his father. “The rest you will get when I and my wife die.” 




The Money Is Recovered

9 Then Tobias called Raphael and said to him, 2 “Brother Azariah, take with you a servant and two camels and go to Gabael in Rages of Media. Also get me the money and bring him to me to the wedding feast. 3 For Raguel has sworn that I should not leave, 4 and my father is counting the days; so if I should delay much longer, he will be greatly distressed.” 5 So Raphael went and stayed with Gabael and gave him the certificate, and Gabael brought out the sacks with their seals and gave them to him. 6 Together they rose up early and went to the wedding feast. And Tobias blessed his wife. 




Tobias’ Parents Grow Anxious

10 Now his father Tobit counted each day. And when the days of the journey had ended and he was not coming, 2 he thought, “What if they have been put to shame? Or what if Gabael died and no one is giving him the money?” 3 So he grieved very much. 4 And his wife said to him, “The child has perished; that is why he has delayed.” Then she began to mourn for him and said, 5 “Does it not concern me, child, that I sent you, the light of my eyes, away?” 6 But Tobit said to her, “Quiet! Don’t worry;a he is safe.” 7 But she said to him, “Shut up! Do not deceive me! My child has perished.” And every day she would go by the path outside by which he had departed. She would not eat food during the days, and during the nights she would not cease mourning for Tobias her son until the fourteen days of the wedding feast had ended, which Raguel had sworn to make him spend there. And Tobias said to Raguel, “Send me back because my father and my mother no longer hope in seeing me.” 

8 And his father-in-law said to him, “Stay with me, and I will send messengers to your father, and they will explain to him the things concerning you.” 9 But Tobias responded, “Send me back to my father.” 10 And so Raguel stood up and gave to him Sarah his wife and half of his property, slaves,b livestock, and money. 11 And when Raguel blessed them, he sent them away, saying, “The God of heaven will prosper you, children, before I die.” 12 And he said to his daughter, “Honor your in-laws; they are now your parents. May I hear good news about you.” Then he kissed her. 

Then Adnah said to Tobias, “Beloved brother, the Lord of heaven will restore you, and may he grant me to see your children from Sarah my daughter so that I may rejoice before the Lord. Now behold, I entrust to you my daughter as a pledge. Do not grieve her.” 




The Journey Home

11 After these things Tobias went forth, blessing God, because he prospered his way. He also blessed Raguel and Adnah his wife. So he went until he drew near to Nineveh. 

2 Then Raphael said to Tobias, “Don’t you know, brother, how you left your father? 3 Let us run ahead of your wife and prepare the house. 4 Now take in your hand the gall of the fish.” So they went, and the dog came along behind them. 5 And Hannah sat and kept looking at the path for her child. 6 Then she noticed him coming. She said to his father, “Look! My son is coming and the man who went with him!” 7 And Raphael said, “I know that your father will open his eyes. 8 You, smear the gall into his eyes, and when it bites, he will rub hard, and he will throw away the whiteness. Then he will see you.” 

Tobit’s Sight Restored

9 And Hannah ran to her son, fell on his neck, and said to him, “I have seen you, child; from now on I am ready to die!” And both of them cried. 10 Then Tobit began toward the door but stumbled. And the son ran to him 11 and took hold of his father and sprinkled the gall on his father’s eyes, saying, “Take courage, Father!” 12 And when they started to sting, he rubbed his eyes hard, 13 and the white spots scaled off from the corners of his eyes. Then seeing his son, he fell upon his neck 14 and cried and said, “Blessed are you, O God, and blessed is your name for eternities, and blessed are all your holy angels. 15 For you flogged me, but showed mercy. Behold, I see Tobias my son!” And his son went in rejoicing and announced to his father the magnificent things that happened to him in Media. 

16 Then Tobit went out to meet his daughter-in-law at the gate of Nineveh, rejoicing and praising God. Now those who saw him as he was walking to the gate were astonished because he could see. 17 And Tobit gave thanks before them because God had been merciful to them. Then as Tobit approached Sarah his daughter-in-law, he blessed her, saying, “May you come in good health, daughter. Blessed be God who brought you to us, and blessed be your father and your mother.” And there was joy among all his brothers in Nineveh. 18 And Ahikar was present, and Nadab his nephew. 19 Then the wedding feast of Tobias was held with gladness for seven days. 




12 Then Tobit called to his son Tobias and said to him, “My child, see to the wages for the man who went with you; it is necessary to add something extra for him.” 2 And he said, “Father, it is no harm to give him half of what I have brought back, 3 for he has brought me safe to you, attended to my wife, brought my money, and likewise he attended to you.” 4 Then the old man said, “That is the right amount for him.”a 

Raphael’s Hymn

5 So he called the angel and said to him, “Take half of all that you have brought back.” 6 And when he had called the two privately, he said to them, 

“Bless God and acknowledge him! 

Ascribe greatness to him, 

and acknowledge to him before all the living concerning what he has done for you! 

It is good to bless God and to lift up his name, 

declaring honorably the accounts of the works of God. 

Now do not hesitate to acknowledge him! 

7 It is good to conceal the mystery of a king, 

but it is glorious to reveal the works of God. 

Do what is good, and evil things will not befall you. 

8 Prayer is good with fasting, almsgiving, and righteousness. 

Better little with righteousness than much with unrighteousness. 

It is better to practice almsgiving than to store up gold. 

9 Almsgiving delivers from death, and it will cleanse every sin. 

Those who practice almsgiving and righteousness will be filled with life. 

10 But those who sin are enemies of their own life. 

11 I will not conceal anything from you! I have already proclaimed, ‘It is good to conceal the mystery of a king, but it is glorious to reveal the works of God.’ ” 

Raphael Reveals His True Self

12 “And now during the time when you prayed, and your daughter-in-law Sarah prayed, I brought to remembrance the prayer of both of you before the Holy One; and when you would bury the dead, likewise, I was present with you. 13 And during the time when you did not hesitate to rise up and leave your meal to go and bury the dead, the good deed was not hidden from me, but I was with you. 14 And now God sent me to heal you and Sarah your daughter-in-law. 15 I am Raphael, one of the seven holy angels who present the prayers of the saints and enter before the glory of the Holy One.” 

16 Now the two of them were troubled and fell on their face because they were afraid. 17 And he said to them, “Do not be afraid! Peace will be with you, and praise God for eternity. 18 For it is not by any grace of my own but by the will of your God. Therefore praise him for eternity. 19 All the days I appeared to you and neither ate nor drank, but you were seeing a vision. 20 And now acknowledge God, because I am going up to the one who sent me. Now write all the things that have been accomplished in a document.” 21 Then they stood up and did not see him. 22 So they continued to acknowledge his great and wonderful works when the angel of the Lord appeared to them. 




Tobit’s Prayer of Thanksgiving

13 Then Tobit wrote a prayer for rejoicing and said, 

“Blessed be the living God and his kingdom for eternities. 

2 For he afflicts and shows mercy, he leads down to Hades and brings up from the grave, 

and there is no one who will escape from his hand. 

3 Acknowledge him, O sons of Israel, before the nations, 

because he has scattered us among them. 

4 There declare his greatness; 

exalt him before every living being. 

For he is our Lord and God; 

he is our Father for all eternities. 

5 And he will whip us in our wrongdoings 

and yet again show mercy and gather us out from all the nations 

among which you have been scattered. 

6 If you turn to him with your whole heart and with your whole soul, 

to act in truth before him, 

then he will turn to you 

and not hide his face from you. 

And behold how he will deal with you. 

Then acknowledge him with your whole body; 

bless the Lord of righteousness, 

and exalt the King of eternities. 

In the land of my captivity I acknowledge him, 

and nations of sinners shall make known his power and majesty. 

Return, you sinners, and do what is righteous before him. 

Who knows whether he will want you and grant mercy to you? 

7 I exalt my God, 

and my soul exalts the king of heaven, 

and it will rejoice in his majesty. 

8 Let everyone speak and acknowledge him in Jerusalem. 

9 O Jerusalem, city of the holy, 

he will whip for the deeds of your sons 

and again show mercy to the sons of the righteous. 

10 Acknowledge the Lord in goodness 

and bless the king of the eternities, 

so that once more his tabernacle may be built in you with joy, 

and that he may gladden in you those who are captives 

and love in you those who are miserable for all generations of eternity. 

11 Many nations from afar will come to the name of the Lord God 

having gifts in their hands, even gifts for the king of heaven. 

Generations of generations will bring you joy. 

12 Cursed are all those who hate you; 

all those who love you will be blessed for eternity. 

13 Rejoice and be glad over the sons of the righteous, 

because they will be gathered together; 

and bless the Lord of the righteous. 

14 Oh, blessed are those who love you! 

They will rejoice in your peace. 

Blessed are all those who are grieved over your afflictions, 

for they will rejoice over you in seeing all your glory, 

and my soul will be pleased for eternity. 

15 Bless God, the great king. 

16 For Jerusalem will be built with sapphire and emerald, 

and your walls with precious stone, 

and the towers and ramparts pure gold, 

17 and the streets of Jerusalem will be paved with beryl 

and carbuncle and stone from Souphir. 

18 And all her streets will proclaim 

hallelujah and praise, saying, 

‘Blessed be the God who is exalted for all eternities.’ ” 




Tobit’s Parting Counsel

14 So Tobit ended by giving thanks. 2 He was fifty-eight years old when he lost his sight, and after eight years he saw again. And he gave alms and continued to fear the Lord God and confessed him. 

3 Then he grew exceedingly old, so he called his son and his sons and said to his son, “Child, take your sons; behold, I have grown old and am about to depart from life. 4 Depart into Media, child, for I have trusted all that Jonah the prophet has spoken concerning Nineveh, that it will be overthrown. But in Media there will be peace for a time instead. For also our brothers in the land will be dispersed from the good land, and Jerusalem will be desolate, and the house of God in it will burn down and be desolate for a time. 5 Then again God will show mercy on them, and he shall bring them to the land. And they will build the house, not like the former one, until the times of eternity are fulfilled. Then after these things, they will return from their captivities and build Jerusalem honorably, and the house of God will be built in it honorably just as the prophets spoke concerning it. 6 And all the nations will turn to truly fear the Lord God; they will bury their idols. 7 So all the nations will bless the Lord. And his people will acknowledge God, and the Lord will exalt his people. And they will rejoice, all those who love the Lord God in truth and righteousness, showing mercy to our brothers. 

8 “And now, child, depart from Nineveh, for all that the prophet Jonah said will happen. 9 But you, keep the law and the commandments and be merciful and righteous so that it is well with you. 10 Also bury me properly, and your mother with me. And dwell no longer in Nineveh. Child, consider what Adam did to Ahikar, who had brought him up—how he brought him from the light into the darkness, and all that he requited him. Now Ahikar he has saved, but that other one was rendered his due recompense, and he went down into the darkness. Manasseh gave alms and was delivered from the snare of death that he set for him, but Adam fell into the snare and perished. 11 And now, children, see what almsgiving accomplishes and righteousness delivers.” And when he had said these things on his bed, his soul came to an end. And he was one hundred fifty-eight years old. And he buried him honorably. 

12 And when Hannah died, he buried her with his father. Then Tobias departed with his wife and his sons into Ecbatana to Raguel his father-in-law. 13 And he grew old honorably and buried his in-laws honorably, and he inherited their property and also that of Tobit his father. 14 Then he died one hundred seven years old in Ecbatana of Media. 15 Yet before he died, he heard of the destruction of Nineveh, which Nebuchadnezzar and Ahasuerus captured. Before he died, he rejoiced over Nineveh. Amen. 





HOSEA




Hosea’s Family

1 A word of the Lord that came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah and Jotham and Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, son of Joash, king of Israel. 

2 The beginning of the word of the Lord by Hosea. And the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take for yourself a woman of fornication and children of fornication, because the land in committing fornication will commit fornication from behind the Lord.” 3 And he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 4 And the Lord said to him, “Call his name Jezreel, because in a little while I will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Judah, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. 5 And it will be in that day, I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.” 6 And she conceived again and bore a daughter. And he said to him, “Call her name ‘Not Shown Mercy,’ because I will no longer show mercy to the house of Israel, but in opposing, I will oppose them. 7 But I will have pity on the sons, and I will save them by the Lord, their God, and I will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or by horses or by horsemen.” 8 And she weaned Not Shown Mercy, and she conceived again and bore a son. 9 And He said, “Call his name ‘Not My People,’ because you are not my people and I am not yours.” 

The Regathering of Israel

10 aAnd the number of the sons of Israel was like the sand of the sea, which will not be measured out nor counted. And it will be, in the place where it was said to them, “You are not my people,” they will also be called, “sons of the living God.” 11 And the sons of Judah and the sons of Israel will gather together, and they will establish for themselves one empire, and they will go up from the land, because the day of Jezreel will be great.” 




Divine Punishment on Israel

2 “Say to your brother, My People, and to your sister, Shown Mercy, 

2 ‘Contend against your mother, contend! 

Because she is not my wife, 

and I am not her husband. 

And I will remove her fornication from my face, 

and her adultery from the middle of her breasts, 

3 in order that I might strip her naked 

and restore her just as on the day of her birth. 

And I will make her a wilderness, 

and I will appoint her like dry land, 

and I will kill her with thirst. 

4 And I will not show mercy to her children, 

because they are children of fornication. 

5 Because their mother committed fornication; 

she who bore them was disgracing herself. 

Because she said, “I will go after my lovers, 

who are giving me my bread and my water 

and my clothes and my linens 

and my olive oil and all things, as many as belong to me.” 

6 On account of this, look, I will hedge her way with thorns, 

and I will wall up roads, 

and she will not find her path. 

7 And she will closely pursue her lovers 

and not take hold of them. 

And she will seek them 

and not find them. 

And she will say, “I will go and return to my former husband, 

because it was well with me then rather than now.” 

8 And she did not know that I gave her the grain 

and the wine and the olive oil, 

and I multiplied moneya for her, 

but she made silver and gold for Baal. 

9 Because of this, I will return 

and gather in my grain at its time 

and my wine in its season, 

and I will remove my clothes and my linens, 

so that she might not cover her shame. 

10 And now, I will uncover her impurity before her lovers, 

and no one will ever deliver her from out of my hand. 

11 And I will turn away all her festivities, 

her holidays and her new moons 

and her Sabbaths and all her holy days. 

12 And I will destroy her vineyard and her fig trees, 

about which she said, “These are my wages, 

which my lovers have given me.” 

And I will make them into a witness, 

and the wild beasts of the field 

and the birds of the heavens 

and the reptiles of the earth will devour them. 

13 And I will take vengeance upon her for the days of the Baals, 

on which she used to sacrifice to them, 

and put on her earrings and her necklaces, 

and go after her lovers, 

but forgot me,’ says the Lord. 

14 ‘Because of this, behold, I will mislead her, 

and I will make her like a wilderness, 

and I will speak to her heart. 

15 And I will give her her plots of land from that place 

and the valley of Achor, 

to open her understanding. 

And she will be made low there like in the days of her childhood, 

and like in the days of her ascent out of the land of Egypt.’ ” 

God’s Marriage to Israel

16 “And it will be in that day,” says the Lord, “she will call me ‘My Husband,’ and she will no longer call me ‘Baal.’ 17 And I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, and their names will not be remembered again. 18 And I will establish a treaty with them in that day, with the beasts of the field and with the birds of the heavens and the reptiles of the land, and I will crush bow and sword and battle from the land, and I will establish you in hope. 19 And I will betroth you to me for eternity, and I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in judgment and with mercy and with compassionate feelings. 20 And I will betroth you to me in trust, and you will recognize the Lord.” 

21 “And it will be in that day,” says the Lord, 

“I will listen to the heavens, 

and it will listen to the earth, 

22 and the earth will listen to the grain and the wine and the olive oil, 

and they will listen to Jezreel, 

23 and I will sow her for myself upon the land, 

and I will love her who was not loved, 

and I will say to Not My People, 

‘You are My People,’ 

and he will say, 

‘You are the Lord, my God.’ ” 




The Restoration of Hosea’s Marriage

3 And the Lord said to me, “Go again, and love a woman who loves evil things and is an adulteress, just as God loves the sons of Israel, but they look down to foreign gods, and they love cakes with dried grapes.” 2 So I hired her for myself for fifteen pieces of silver and a homer of barley corns and a vessel of wine. 3 And I said to her, “You will sit with me for many days. And you will not prostitute yourself, nor become a man’s. And I will be with you.” 4 Because the sons of Israel will remain for many days without having a king and without having a ruler, and without having a mode of sacrifice and without having an altar, or priesthood or manifestations. 5 And after these things, the sons of Israel will return, and they will seek after the Lord, their God, and David, their king, and they will be amazed at the Lord, and at his good things in the last days. 




The Charge against the Priests and the People

4 “Hear a word of the Lord, O sons of Israel, 

because the Lord has a dispute with those who inhabit the land, 

because there is no truth or mercy 

or knowledge of God in the land. 

2 A curse and a lie 

and murder and theft and adultery 

has been poured out upon the land, 

and bloodshed is mixed upon bloodshed. 

3 On account of this, the land will lament 

and be diminished with all those that dwell in her, 

with the wild beasts of the field, 

and with the reptiles of the land, 

and with the birds of the heavens; 

even the fish of the sea will come to an end, 

4 in order that nobody may either judge or reproach anybody. 

But my people will be like a priest who is opposed. 

5 And he will be sick during the day, 

and a prophet will be sick with you. 

I have made your mother like night. 

6 My people has become as if it possesses no knowledge; 

because you have rejected knowledge, 

so I will reject you from being a priest to me. 

And you forgot the law of your God, 

so I will forget your children. 

7 In accordance with their multitude, 

thus they sinned against me. 

I will turn their glory into dishonor. 

8 They will eat the sins of my people, 

and they will take their souls by their injustices. 

9 And just as the people will be, 

so also the priest, 

and I will avenge against him his ways, 

and I will repay him his counsels. 

10 And they will eat and never be full; 

they prostituted themselves and did not prosper, 

because they neglected the Lord, to guard fornication. 

11 The heart of my people received 

both wine and intoxicating drink. 

12 They inquired with omens, 

and they would bring news to him with his rods. 

They were led astray by a spirit of fornication, 

and they have fornicated away from their God. 

13 They would sacrifice upon the summits of the mountains, 

and make offerings upon the hills, 

under an oak and a white poplar and a shady tree, 

because it is good shelter. 

Because of this, your daughters will commit fornication, 

and your brides will commit adultery. 

14 And I will not look upon your daughters when they prostitute themselves, 

and upon your brides when they commit adultery, 

because the men would mingle with the prostitutes, 

and make offerings with those who have been brought to an end, 

and the people who understand 

would entwine with a prostitute. 

15 But you, O Israel, do not be ignorant, 

And you, O Judah, do not enter into Gilgal, 

and do not go up into the house of Beth-aven, 

and do not swear by the living Lord. 

16 Because Israel used to be irritated like an irritated heifer. 

Now the Lord will tend them like a lamb in open space. 

17 Ephraim, partaking in idols, 

set traps for himself. 

18 He chose Canaanites; 

fornicating themselves, they were sexually immoral. 

They loved dishonor through its insolence. 

19 You are a commotion of wind in its wings, 

and they will be put to shame by their altars.” 




The Charge against the Princes

5 “Hear these things, O priests, 

and pay attention, O house of Israel, 

and give ear, O house of the king, 

because judgment is against you, 

because you have become a trap for the watchtower, 

and like a net stretching out for Tabor, 

2 which those who hunt the prey planted firmly. 

I am your teacher. 

3 I knew Ephraim, 

and Israel is not far from me, 

because now Ephraim has committed fornication; 

Israel has been defiled. 

4 They did not give their counsels 

to turn toward their God, 

because a spirit of fornication is in them, 

and they did not recognize the Lord. 

5 And the pride of Israel will be humbled to his face, 

and Israel and Ephraim will fall sick by their injustices, 

and Judah will also fall sick with them. 

6 With sheep and calves they will go 

to seek out the Lord, 

and they will not find him, 

because he has turned away from them, 

7 because they forsook the Lord, 

because foreign children were fathered by them. 

Now the mildew will devour them 

and their inheritances. 

8 Trumpet with a war trumpet upon the hills. 

Peal it out upon the high places. 

Make proclamation in the house of Beth-aven, 

Benjamin was amazed. 

9 Ephraim came to destruction in the day of reproof. 

I showed reliable things among the tribes of Israel. 

10 The rulers of Judah became like those who alter boundaries. 

Against them I will pour out my fury like water. 

11 Ephraim has oppressed his opponent, he has trampled the judgment, 

because he began to follow the vain things. 

12 And I am like trouble to Ephraim, 

and like a goad to the house of Judah. 

13 And Ephraim saw his sickness, 

and Judah his pain. 

And Ephraim went to Assyria, 

and sent ambassadors to King Jarim, 

and he was not able to heal you, 

and pain has not ceased from you. 

14 Because I am like a panther to Ephraim, 

and like a lion to the house of Judah, 

and I will snatch them away, 

and I will go and take them, 

and there will be no one who rescues them. 

15 I will go and return to my place until which time they are destroyed, 

and they will seek my face.” 




A Confession of Trust

6 “In their affliction they will rise up early toward me, saying, 

‘Let us go and return to the Lord, our God, 

because he has snatched away, and he will heal us. 

He will strike, and he will bandage us. 

2 He will restore us to health after two days; 

on the third day we will rise and live before him, 

3 and we will know; we will seek to know the Lord. 

Like the sure-to-come dawn we will find him, 

and he will come to us like the early and late rain comes to the earth.’ ” 

Israel’s Transgressions

4 “What will I do with you, O Ephraim? 

What will I do with you, O Judah? 

Your mercy is like an early morning cloud, 

and like an early dew that is going away. 

5 On account of this, I cut off your prophets; 

I killed them with a word from my mouth, 

and my judgment will go out like light. 

6 Because I want mercy rather than sacrifice, 

and knowledge of God rather than whole burnt offerings. 

7 But they are like a person breaking a treaty; 

there he despised me. 

8 Gilead is a city doing vain things, 

stirring up water. 

9 And your strength is that of a pirate man. 

Priests hid the way. 

They killed Shechem, 

because they did lawlessness. 

10 In the house of Israel I saw a horrible thing. 

There was the fornication of Ephraim; Israel and Judah were defiled. 

11 Begin to reap for yourself 

when I return the captives of my people, 




7 when I heal Israel. 

And the injustice of Ephraim will be uncovered, 

and the wickedness of Samaria, 

because they worked falsely. 

And a thief will enter toward him, 

a robber stripping him on his way, 

2 in order that they may sing together as singing in their heart. 

All their wickedness I remembered. 

Now their counsels have encircled them; 

they have come opposite my face. 

3 By their wicked acts they cheered kings, 

and rulers with their lies. 

4 All are committing adultery, 

like an oven being lit 

for the cooking of the burning from the flame 

from mixing of dough until it is leavened. 

5 As for the days of your kings 

—the rulers began to be angry from wine; 

he stretched out his hand with plagues. 

6 Because their hearts were lit up like an oven 

when they broke in pieces. 

Ephraim was sated the whole night of sleep. 

In the morning they were born, 

he was lit up like a light of fire. 

7 All were warm like an oven, 

and they ate their judges. 

All their kings fell. 

There was not one among them who was calling to me. 

8 Ephraim was mingling with his peoples. 

Ephraim was a cake baked in the ashes that was not turned over. 

9 Foreigners ate his strength, 

but he has not learned. 

And gray hairs flourished for him, 

and he did not know it. 

10 And the pride of Israel will be made low to his face, 

yet they did not return to the Lord, their God, 

and they did not seek him in all these things. 

11 And Ephraim was like a silly pigeon, 

not having a heart. 

Egypt used to be called upon, 

and they went to Assyria. 

12 Whenever they go, 

I will throw my net upon them. 

As the birds of the heavens I will bring them down; 

I will rear them in the sound of their affliction. 

13 Woe to them, 

because they have turned away from me. 

They are wretched, 

because they have acted impiously toward me. 

But I ransomed them, 

but they have spoken lies against me. 

14 And their hearts did not cry to me; 

rather, they howled in their beds. 

They used to gash themselves for corn and wine. 

15 They were taught by me, 

and I strengthened their arms, 

and they devised evils against me. 

16 They turned back to nothing. 

They became like a bent bow. 

Their rulers will fall by the sword 

on account of a lack of control over their tongue. 

This will be the contempt of them 

in the land of Egypt.” 




Israel’s Rebellion

8 “Into their pocket like dirt, 

like an eagle upon the house of the Lord, 

because they deviated from my treaty, 

and against my law. 

2 They will cry to me, 

‘O God, we have known you.’ 

3 Because Israel turned away from good things, 

they have pursued an enemy. 

4 They were a king to themselves, and not through me. 

They ruled, and did not make it known to me. 

They made their silver and their gold idols for themselves, 

as a consequence of which they will be utterly destroyed. 

5 Get rid of your calf, O Samaria! 

My wrath has been provoked against them. 

How long will they be unable to be purfied 6 in Israel? 

And a carpenter made it, and it is not a god, 

because your calf was leading astray, O Samaria! 

7 Because they sowed things blasted by the wind, 

and their destruction will gather the things. 

A sheaf not having the capability to make wheat flour, 

but even if it does, foreigners will devour them. 

8 Israel was consumed; 

now it has become among the nations like a useless vessel, 

9 because they went up to Assyria. 

Ephraim revived by himself; 

they loved gifts. 

10 On account of this, they will be handed over to the nations. 

Now I will receive them, 

and they will have rest, for a short time, 

from anointing a king and rulers. 

11 Because Ephraim multiplied altars, 

the beloved altars have turned into sins for him. 

12 I will write down for him a multitude, 

And my laws were reckoned as foreign things; 

the beloved things as altars. 

13 Because if they sacrifice a sacrifice and eat meat, 

the Lord will not accept these things. 

Now he will remember their injustices, 

and he will punish their sins. 

They turned back to Egypt, 

and in Assyria they will eat impure things. 

14 And Israel forgot the one who has made him, 

and they built shrines, 

and Judah multiplied fortified cities, 

so I will send forth fire into his cities, 

and it will devour their foundations.” 




Israel’s Idolatry

9 “Do not rejoice, O Israel, 

nor cheer like the peoples, 

because you have prostituted yourself away from your God. 

You loved gifts on every threshing floor of grain. 

2 A threshing floor and a winepress did not know them, 

and the wine cheated them. 

3 They did not dwell in the land of the Lord; 

Ephraim dwelt in Egypt, 

and in Assyria they will eat impure things. 

4 They did not offer wine to the Lord, 

and did not please him. 

Their sacrifices are like a loaf of grief to them. 

All those who eat them will be defiled, 

because their loaves of bread for their souls 

will not enter into the house of the Lord. 

5 What will you do on the days of festival, 

and on a day of feast of the Lord? 

6 On account of this, behold, they are going out of distress of Egypt 

and Memphis will receive them, 

and Michmash will bury them. 

Their silver, ruin will inherit it; 

thorns will be in their tents. 

7 The days of vengeance have come. 

The days of your recompense have come, 

and Israel will be mistreated like the prophet who has gone mad, 

a person who has the spirit; 

your inspired madness has multiplied 

by the multitude of your injustices. 

8 Ephraim is a watchman with God, a prophet, 

a bent trap on all his roads. 

They have established madness in the house of God. 

9 They were morally corrupted 

during the days of the hill. 

He will remember their injustices; 

he will punish their sins. 

10 Like grapes in the wilderness, 

I found Israel. 

And like a target in a fig tree, 

early I saw their fathers. 

They went in toward Baal-peor 

and were alienated for shame, 

and those who are abhorred 

became like those who are loved. 

11 Ephraim has spread out wings like a bird. 

Their glories are from childbirths, 

and pains of childbirth and conceptions, 

12 because even if they rear their children, 

they will be made childless of people; 

because also woe is to them, 

my flesh is from them. 

13 Ephraim, in the way that they have presented their children for prey 

—even Ephraim—in order to lead out his children for piercing. 

14 Give them, O Lord, what will you give them? 

A childless womb and dry breasts. 

15 All their wicked deeds are in Gilgal, 

because there I have hated them. 

On account of the wicked deeds of their practices, 

I will throw them out of my house. 

I will not add to loving them. 

All their rulers are resistant. 

16 Ephraim has suffered; 

he has withered with respect to his roots. 

He will no longer bear fruit, 

because even if they father children, 

I will slay the objects of desire of their belly. 

17 God will reject them, because they did not listen to him, 

so they will be wanderers amongst the nations.” 




The Fruitful Vine

10 “Israel is a vine growing luxuriantly: 

its fruit is flourishing. 

According to the multitude of its fruits, 

it multiplied altars. 

According to the goods of his land, 

it built pillars. 

2 They divided their hearts; 

now they will be destroyed. 

He will raze their altars. 

Their pillars will suffer misery. 

3 Because now they will say, 

‘There is no king for us, 

because we did not fear the Lord. 

But what will the king do for us?’ 

4 By speaking words, false allegations, 

he will establish a treaty. 

Judgment will rise up like grass 

on the dry land of a field. 

5 Settlers in Samaria will live near the calf of the house of Beth-aven, 

because his people mourned against him. 

And just as they embittered him, 

they will rejoice in his glory, 

because it departed from him. 

6 And after binding him they carried him to Assyria, 

as tribute for King Jarim. 

Ephraim will greet with a gift, 

and Israel will be ashamed by his counsel. 

7 Samaria threw away her king 

like a dry stick on the face of the water. 

8 And the altars of Beth-aven will be lifted up, 

the sins of Israel. 

Thorns and thistles will shoot up on their altars, 

and they will say to the mountains, ‘Cover us,’ 

and to the hills, ‘Fall on us.’ 

9 From the time the hills stood there, 

Israel has sinned. 

A war upon the children of injustice, 

has it not seized them on the hill 

10 to chastise them? 

And peoples will gather against them, 

when they chastise them for their two offenses. 

The Trained Heifer

11 Ephraim is a heifer taught to love a quarrel. 

But I will come upon the best part of her neck. 

I will mount Ephraim; 

I will silently pass over Judah. 

Jacob will strengthen him. 

12 Sow for yourselves for righteousness. 

Gather for the fruit of life. 

Light for yourselves the light of knowledge. 

Seek out the Lord until the produce of righteousness comes to us. 

13 For what purpose do you omit to mention impiety, 

and gather in her injustices, 

and eat false fruit? 

Because you hoped in your offenses, 

in the number of your forces. 

14 And destruction will arise against your people, 

and all your walled places will be gone; 

like the ruler Shalman from the house of Jeroboam, 

in the days of war, 

they dashed to the ground 

a mother upon her children. 

15 Thus I will do to you, O house of Israel, 

because of the face of the unrighteousness of your wicked deeds. 




11 aAt dawn they were thrown away; 

the king of Israel was thrown away.” 

The Wayward Child

b“Because Israel was an infant, and I loved him, 

and out of Egypt I called back his children. 

2 Just as I called them back, 

so they sued to depart from my face. 

They were sacrificing to the Baals, 

and used to burn incense to the graven images. 

3 And I tied together the feet of Ephraim, 

and took him upon my arm; 

they did not know that I had healed them. 

4 By the destruction of humans 

I stretched them out with bonds of my love, 

and I will be to them like a person striking another upon his jaw, 

and I will look at him. 

I will be powerful with him. 

5 Ephraim dwelt in Egypt, 

and Assyria himself was his king, 

because he did not want to return. 

6 And the sword was feeble in his cities 

and ceased in his hands. 

And they will eat from their counsels. 

7 And his people are dependent on his colony, 

and God will be angry with his valued things, 

and he will not lift him up. 

8 How should I manage you, O Ephraim? 

Will I shield you, O Israel? 

How should I manage you? 

Will I make you like Admah and like Zeboiim? 

My heart was turned to him, 

my regret was stirred up. 

9 I will not act according to the anger of my wrath, 

I will not forsake Ephraim so that he might be destroyed; 

because I am God and not a human, 

I am holy among you, 

and I will not enter into a city. 

10 I will go after the Lord; 

he will bellow like a lion. 

Because he will roar, 

and the children of the waters will be astonished. 

11 They will fly out like a bird from Egypt, 

and like a pigeon from the land of Assyria. 

And I will restore them to their homes,” says the Lord. 

12 a “Ephraim surrounded me with a lie, 

and the house of Israel and Judah with impiety. 

Now God knows them, 

and he will be called a holy people of God.” 




Divine Retribution

12 “But Ephraim is an evil wind. 

He pursued burning heat the whole day. 

He used to multiply empty and worthless things, 

and he established a treaty with Assyria, 

and he used to trade olive oil with Egypt. 

2 And the Lord has a judgment against Judah, 

so that he might punish Jacob in accordance with his ways, 

and he will repay him in accordance with his practices. 

3 In the belly he kicked his brother, 

and in his struggles he prevailed against God. 

4 And he prevailed with a messenger and was strong enough. 

They wept and begged me. 

In the house of Beth-aven they found me, 

and there it was spoken against them. 

5 But the Lord God Almighty 

will be his memorial. 

6 And you, by your God, will return. 

Guard mercy and judgment, 

and draw near to your God continually. 

7 In his hand Canaan is a yoke of injustice; 

he has loved to oppress. 

8 And Ephraim said, ‘But I am rich. 

I have found relief for myself.’ 

All his toils will not be found for him, 

because of the injustices which he committed. 

9 But I, the Lord, your God, 

led you up from the land of Egypt; 

I will again establish you in tents, 

just like festival days. 

10 And I will speak to prophets, 

and I multiplied visions, 

and I was likened to the hands of prophets. 

11 If Gilead does not exist, 

then the rulers sacrificing in Gilead were lying, 

and their altars were like mounds upon a barren field. 

12 And Jacob withdrew to the plain of Aram, 

and Israel was a slave to a woman, 

and by a woman he was guarded. 

13 And by a prophet the Lord led Israel up out of the land of Egypt, 

and by a prophet he was guarded carefully. 

14 He angered Ephraim and provoked him to anger, 

and his blood will be poured out upon him, 

and the Lord will repay him his reproach.” 




Israel’s Judgment

13 “In accordance with the word of Ephraim, 

he received duties in Israel, 

and he established them for Baal, 

and he has died. 

2 And they proceeded to sin, 

and they made for themselves a molten image from their silver; 

like an image of idols, 

the works of carpenters have been completed for them. 

They said, ‘Sacrifice humans, 

for calves have come to an end.’ 

3 Because of this they will be like a vapor in the early morning, 

and like transient early morning dew, 

like chaff blown away from a threshing floor, 

and like a cloud of tears. 

4 But I am the Lord, your God, 

establisher of heaven and creator of earth, 

whose hands created all the host of the heavens, 

and I did not unveil them to you so that you might go after them. 

And I led you up from the land of Egypt, 

so you will know no god but me, 

and there is no one who saves except me. 

5 I was guiding you in the wilderness, 

in an uninhabited land, 

6 like their pastures. 

And they were filled to satisfaction, 

and their hearts were lifted. 

Because of this they forgot me. 

7 And I will be for them like a panther, 

and like a leopard on the road of Assyria. 

8 I will meet them like a desperate bear, 

and I will rip up the enclosure of their heart, 

and forest cubs will devour them there. 

Wild field beasts will tear them apart. 

9 At your destruction, O Israel, 

who will help you? 

10 Where is this king of yours? 

And let him save you in all your cities. 

Let him judge you who said, 

‘Grant me a king and a ruler.’ 

11 So I granted you a king in my anger, 

and I have in my wrath 

12 a conspiracy of injustice. 

As for Ephraim, 

his sin is concealed. 

13 Labor pains like those of a woman giving birth will come to him. 

This is your wise son, 

because he will not hold up at the crushing of children. 

14 From the hand of Hades I will rescue, 

and from death I will ransom them. 

Where is your penalty, O death? 

Where is your sting, O Hades? 

Comfort is hidden away from my eyes. 

15 Since this will separate between brothers; 

the Lord will bring upon him a wind, 

burning heat from the wilderness, 

and it will dry up his veins; 

it will dry up his fountains. 

It will dry up his land, 

and all his desired vessels. 




14 Samaria will be destroyed, 

because she stood against her God. 

By a sword they will fall, 

and their nursing babes will be dashed to the ground, 

and their pregnant women will be cut open.” 

Israel’s Restoration

2 “Return, O Israel, toward the Lord, your God, 

because you have fallen by your injustices. 

3 Take words with yourselves, 

and return to the Lord, our God. 

Speak to him, 

in order that you may not receive injustice 

and may receive good things. 

And we will repay the fruit of your lips. 

4 Assyria will not save us; 

we will not mount a horse. 

Never again will we say, ‘Our gods,’ 

to the works of our hands. 

The one who is in you will show mercy to an orphan. 

5 I will heal their colonies; 

I will love them openly, 

because he turned my wrath away from him. 

6 I will be like dew for Israel. 

He will blossom like a lily 

and will cast his roots like Lebanon. 

7 His branches will develop, 

and he will be like a fruitful olive tree, 

and his scent like Lebanon. 

8 They will return and sit under his shelter. 

They will live and get drunk with grain, 

and he will bloom as a vine; 

remembrance of him is like wine from Lebanon. 

9 As for Ephraim, why does he still have idols? 

I made him low, and I will prevail over him. 

I am like a juniper tree that overshadows. 

Your fruit is gotten from me. 

10 Who is clever and will understand these things, 

or intelligent and will recognize them? 

Because the ways of the Lord are straightforward, 

and the righteous will walk in them, 

but the ungodly will fall by them.” 





AMOS




Introduction

1 The words of Amos that came in Akkareim among Tekoa, which he saw concerning Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, the son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 2 And he said, 

“The Lord gave an utterance from Zion 

and gave his voice from Jerusalem, 

and the pastures of the shepherds mourned, 

and the peak of Carmel dried up.” 

Judgment on Damascus

3 And the Lord said, 

“For three impious acts of Damascus, 

and for four, I will not turn away from him, 

because they sawed with saws made of iron 

the pregnant women of those in Gilead. 

4 And I will send fire to the house of Hazael, 

and it will devour the foundations of the son of Hadad. 

5 And I will crush the bars of Damascus, 

and I will utterly destroy those dwelling from the plain of Beth-aven, 

and I will massacre the tribe from the men of Haran, 

and the appointed people of Aram will be taken prisoner,” says the Lord. 

Judgment on Gaza

6 This is what the Lord says, 

“For three impious acts of Gaza, 

and for four, I will not turn away from them, 

because they made prisoners the captives of Solomon, 

in order to shut them up in Edom. 

7 So I will send fire upon the walls of Gaza, 

and it will devour its foundations. 

8 And I will utterly destroy those settling from Ashdod, 

and a tribe will rise up from Ashkelon, 

and I will bring my hand against Ekron, 

and the rest of the foreigners will die,” says the Lord. 

Judgment on Tyre

9 This is what the Lord says, 

“For three impious acts of Tyre, 

and for four, I will not turn away from him, 

because they confined the captives of Solomon in Edom, 

and they did not remember the covenant of brothers. 

10 And I will send fire upon the walls of Tyre, 

and it will devour its foundations.” 

Judgment on Edom

11 This is what the Lord says, 

“For three impious acts of Edom, 

and for four, I will not turn away from them, 

because they pursued by broadsword his brother, 

and he treated his mother with indignity upon the land, 

and carried off his shuddering as a testimony, 

and his onslaught he kept for a quarrel. 

12 And I will send fire to Teman, 

and it will devour the foundations of its walls.” 

Judgment on Ammon

13 This is what the Lord says, 

“For three impious acts of the sons of Ammon, 

and for four, I will not turn away from him, 

because they were rending those who were pregnant of the Gileadites, 

so that they might extend their boundaries. 

14 And I will kindle fire on the walls of Rabbah, 

and it will devour its foundations, 

with shouting on the day of war, 

and it will shake on the days of its destruction. 

15 And its kings will go into captivity, 

their priests and their rulers together,” says the Lord. 




Judgment on Moab

2 This is what the Lord says, 

“For three impious acts of Moab, 

and for four, I will not turn away from him, 

because they burned to dust 

the bones of the king of Edom. 

2 So I will send fire against Moab, 

and it will devour the foundations of its cities, 

and Moab will die by inability, 

with shouting and with sound of trumpet. 

3 And I will utterly destroy the judge from it, 

and I will kill all of its people with him,” says the Lord. 

Judgment on Judah

4 This is what the Lord says, 

“For three impious acts of the sons of Judah, 

and for four, I will not turn away from him, 

because they pushed away the law of the Lord, 

and they did not keep his ordinances, 

and their vain things, which they did, 

which their ancestors followed after them, deceived them. 

5 So I will send fire against Judah, 

and it will devour the foundations of Jerusalem.” 

Judgment on Israel

6 This is what the Lord says, 

“For three impious acts of Israel, 

and for four, I will not turn away from him, 

because they sold a righteous man for silver, 

and a poor man for the sake of sandals, 

7 which walk on the dust of the earth, 

and used to punch at the head of the poor, 

and perverted the way of the low, 

and a son and his father used to go in to the same young woman, 

in order that they might profane the name of their God. 

8 And while binding with cords their clothes, 

they used to make curtains that cling to the altar, 

and drink wine from extortion 

in the house of their god. 

9 But I lifted up the Amorites from their face, 

whose height was just as the height of a cedar, 

and he was mighty like an oak, 

and I dried his fruit from above, 

and his roots from below. 

10 And I led you up from the land of Egypt, 

and I led you about in the wilderness forty years, 

so that you might inherit the land of the Amorites. 

11 And I have taken some from your sons for prophets, 

and some from your young men for consecration. 

Are these things not so, O sons of Israel?” says the Lord. 

12 “And you used to give those who were sanctified wine, 

and would command the prophets, saying, ‘Do not prophesy!’ 

13 On account of this, look, I am rolling along under you 

the way the wagon that is full of straw is being rolled along. 

14 And flight will vanish from a runner, 

and the mighty man will not get possession of his strength, 

and the fighter will not save his life, 

15 and the bowman will not stand his ground, 

and the one who is quick with his feet shall not be saved, 

nor shall the horseman save his life, 

16 and the strong shall not find his heart in acts of power; 

the naked person will pursue on that day,” says the Lord. 




The Sin of Presumption

3 Hear this word that the Lord has spoken against you, O house of Israel, and concerning the whole tribe that I led up out of the land of Egypt, saying, 

2 “But I knew you out of all the tribes of the earth. 

On account of this, I will avenge upon you all your sins. 

3 Will two walk together at all 

if they are not acquainted with themselves? 

4 Will a lion roar from his thicket 

when it does not have prey? 

Will a cub give its growl from its den at all 

if it did not seize something? 

5 Will a bird fall upon the ground 

without a bird-catcher? 

Will a trap spring up in the land 

without capturing anything? 

6 Will a war-trumpet sound in a city 

and the people not be terrified? 

Will there be wickedness in a city 

which the Lord did not bring to pass? 

7 Because the Lord God will not render a deed 

if he has not revealed instruction to his servants, the prophets. 

8 A lion will roar, 

and who will not be afraid? 

The Lord God has spoken, 

and who will not prophesy? 

9 Bring tidings to territories in Assyria, 

and as far as the territories of Egypt, and say, 

‘Assemble upon the mountain of Samaria, 

and see many wonderful things in her midst, 

and the oppression that is in her. 

10 And she did not know what things would be before her,’ says the Lord, 

‘those storing up injustice and misery in their territories.’ ” 

11 Thanks to this, thus says the Lord God, 

“O Tyre, your land has been laid waste round about, 

and he will reduce your might from you, 

and your territories will be plundered.” 

12 Thus says the Lord, “The way when the shepherd draws out of the mouth of a lion two legs or a lobe of an ear, so the sons of Israel who are dwelling in Samaria before the tribe and in Damascus as priests will be removed.” 

13 “Hear, and bear witness for the house of Jacob,” 

says the Lord God Almighty, 

14 “because in the day when I am avenging the impiety of Israel upon him, 

I will also avenge upon the altars of Bethel, 

and the horns of the altar will be utterly destroyed, 

and they will fall upon the land. 

15 I will demolish and strike the house 

that is encircled by a colonnade upon the summer house, 

and ivory houses will perish, 

and many other houses will be added,” says the Lord. 




The Sin of Religious Orthodoxy

4 Hear this word, O heifers of Bashan, 

who are in the mountain of Samaria, 

who are oppressing beggars and trampling the poor, 

who say to their lords, “Give freely to us in order that we might drink!” 

2 The Lord swears by his holy ones, 

“For look, days are coming upon you, 

and they will take you with weapons, 

and feverish pests will throw those with you 

into cauldrons heating from below. 

3 And you will be carried out naked before one another, 

and you will be thrown away into Mount Rimmon,” says the Lord. 

4 “You entered into Bethel and were impious, 

and in Gilgal you increased acting impiously, 

and you carried your sacrifices for the morning, 

your tithes for three days. 

5 And they read the law outside, 

and they invoked confessions. 

You announced, 

because the sons of Israel loved these things,” says the Lord God. 

6 “And I will give you grinding of teeth in all your cities, 

and lack of bread in all your places, 

and you did not return to me,” says the Lord. 

7 “And I withheld the rain from you 

for three months before the harvest, 

and I will send rain upon one city, 

but upon one city I will not rain. 

One portion will get wet, 

and the portion upon which I do not send rain will dry up, 

8 and two or three cities will gather together into one city 

to drink water, 

and they will not be full; 

and they did not return to me,” says the Lord. 

9 “I struck you with fevers and with jaundice. 

You multiplied your gardens. 

The caterpillar devoured your vineyards 

and your fig groves and your olive groves, 

and even so you did not return to me,” says the Lord. 

10 “I sent death to you in the way of Egypt, 

and I killed your young men by the sword, 

with the captivity of your horses, 

and I lifted up your armies with fire in your anger; 

and even so you did not return to me,” says the Lord. 

11 “I overthrew you just as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 

And you became like a firebrand removed from the fire, 

And even so you did not return to me,” says the Lord. 

12 “On account of this, thus I will do to you, O Israel, 

except that because I will do thus to you, 

prepare yourself to call upon your God, O Israel. 

13 Because I am establishing thunder and creating wind, 

and announcing his anointed one to humans, 

making dawn and mist, 

treading upon the heights of the land, 

the Lord God the Almighty is his name.” 




The Sin of Moral Corruption

5 Hear this word of the Lord, a lamentation that I am receiving against you, O house of Israel: 

2 “She fell, never again to stand; 

the virgin Israel 

fell upon her land; 

there is no one who will raise her up.” 

3 Because of this, thus says the lord Lord, 

“The city from which thousands used to go out, 

one hundred will be left remaining, 

and from which one hundred used to go out, 

ten will be left remaining for the house of Israel.” 

4 Because the Lord says these things to the house of Israel, 

“Seek me out, and you will live, 

5 and do not seek out Bethel, 

and do not enter into Gilgal, 

and do not walk to the well of the oath, 

because Gilgal, by being taken prisoner, will be taken prisoner, 

and Bethel will be like a woman who does not exist.” 

6 Seek out the Lord, and you shall live, 

so that the house of Joseph should not ignite like a fire, 

and he should devour him, 

and there will be no one quenching it for the house of Israel. 

7 The one who is establishing judgment on high 

and righteousness for the land, 

8 the one making all things, 

and transforming and changing the shadow into the morning, 

and darkening day into night, 

the one who is summoning the water of the sea 

and pouring it out upon the face of the earth, 

the Lord is his name, 

9 the one who is dispensing ruin upon strength, 

and bringing misery upon a stronghold. 

10 They have hated the one cross-examining in the gates, 

and they have loathed a holy word. 

11 On account of this, because you were striking beggars, 

and you took choice gifts from them, 

you have built hewn houses, 

but you will not dwell in them; 

you have planted desired vineyards, 

but you will not drink the wine from them. 

12 For I knew your many impieties 

and your mighty sins, 

trampling down the righteous, taking a bargain, 

and turning away the poor in the gates. 

13 On account of this, the one who understands will be silent in that time, 

because it is a bad time. 

14 Seek out what is good and not evil, 

in order that you may live, 

and the Lord God, the Almighty, will be thus with you, 

in the way you have said, 

15 “We have hated the evil things and loved the beautiful things.” 

And restore judgment in the gates, 

in order that the Lord God, the Almighty, 

may show mercy to the remnant of Joseph. 

16 On account of this, the Lord God, the Almighty, says these things, 

“In all the streets there will be mourning, 

and in all the roads it will be said, ‘Woe! Woe!’ 

A farmer will be summoned for grief, 

and mourning for those knowing a funeral song, 

17 and in all roads there will be mourning, 

because I will go through the middle of you,” said the Lord. 

18 “Woe, you who desire the day of the Lord! 

For what purpose is this the day of the Lord for you? 

And it is darkness and not light, 

19 just like if a person escapes from the face of the lion 

and the bear attacks him, 

and he rushes into his house and rests his hands upon the wall 

and the serpent bites him. 

20 Is not the day of the Lord darkness and not light? 

And gloom having no splendor to it? 

21 I have hated, I have rejected your feasts, 

and I have not smelled the sacrifice on your holy days. 

22 For if you brought me your whole burnt offerings and sacrifices, 

I would not accept them, 

and I would not eye with envy 

your saving manifestations. 

23 Remove from me the sound of your songs, 

and I will not listen to the sound of your instruments. 

24 And judgment will roll along like water, 

and righteousness like an impassable brook. 

25 Did you bring me offerings and sacrifices 

in the wilderness forty years, O house of Israel? 

26 And you took along the tent of Molech and the star of your god Kaiwan, 

the images of them that you made for yourselves. 

27 So I will resettle you beyond Damascus,” 

says the Lord; the Almighty God is his name. 




6 “Woe to those who disdain Zion, 

and to those who trust in the mountain of Samaria. 

They picked the rulers of the nations, 

and they entered. 

O house of Israel, 2 walk, all of you, and see, 

and pass through from that place to Hamath Rabbah, 

and go down from that place to Gath of foreigners, 

the nobles from all these kingdoms, 

if their borders are greater than your borders. 

3 Those who are coming to a bad day, 

who are drawing near and holding false sabbaths, 

4 those laying down to sleep upon beds of ivory 

and living luxuriously upon their beds, 

and eating kids from the flocks 

and suckling little calves from the middle of herds, 

5 those clapping to the music of the instruments, 

since they considered them as abiding and not as fleeting, 

6 those drinking filtered wine 

and those anointing themselves with first-rate myrrh, 

and they would not suffer anything 

because of the ruin of Joseph. 

7 On account of this, now they will be captives 

from the beginning of the mighty ones, 

and the neighing of horses 

will be removed from Ephraim.” 

8 Because the Lord swore by himself, 

“Because I loathe all the pride of Jacob, 

and I have hated his territories, 

so I will remove a city together with all those who inhabit it.” 

9 And it will be, if ten remain in one house, so they will die, and the remnant will be left. 10 And their relatives will take them and act defiantly in order to carry out their bones from the house, and they will say to the leaders of the house, “Does one exist yet from you?” And someone will say, “No more.” And he will say, “Be silent, on account of not naming the name of the Lord!” 

11 Because look, the Lord commands, 

and he will strike the great house with breaches, 

and the small house with cracks. 

12 Will horses pursue on rocks? 

Will they be silent among mares? 

Because you have perverted judgment into wrath, 

and the fruit of righteousness into bitterness. 

13 Those who delight at no word, 

those saying, “Did we not have horns with our strength?” 

14 “For look, I am raising up a nation against you, O house of Israel,” 

the Lord of hosts says, 

“and they will afflict you to not enter into Hamath 

and as the brook of the west.” 




A Vision of Locusts

7 Thus the Lord God showed me and look, the offspring of locusts is coming early, and look, one locust is Agag, the king. 2 And it will be, if they finish devouring the grass of the land. So I said, 

“O Lord, O Lord, be merciful! 

Who will raise up Jacob, 

because he is very small. 

3 Repent, O Lord, because of this.” 

“And this will not be,” says the Lord. 

A Vision of a Devouring Fire

4 So the Lord showed me, and look, the Lord invoked the judgment with fire, and it devoured the great deeps, and it devoured the portion of the Lord. 5 And I said, 

“O Lord, rest now! 

Who will raise up Jacob, 

because he is very small. 

6 Repent, O Lord, because of this.” 

“And this will not happen,” says the Lord. 

A Vision of Adamant

7 Thus the Lord showed me, and look, one was posted upon an adamantine wall, and adamanta was in his hand. 8 And the Lord said to me, “What do you see, Amos?” And I said, “Adamant.” And the Lord said to me, 

“Look, I am placing adamant in the middle of my people, Israel. 

No longer will I add to passing by him. 

9 And the altars of derision will be destroyed, 

and the rituals of Israel will be desolate, 

and I will arise against the house of Jeroboam with a sword.” 

Amaziah Confronts Amos

10 And Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to Jeroboam, king of Israel, saying, “Amos is creating conspiracies against you in the middle of the house of Israel. The land is not able to endure all of his words. 11 Because Amos is saying these things, 

‘By a sword Jeroboam will die, 

and Israel will be led as a captive away from his land.’ ” 

12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go! Depart to the land of Judah, and there spend your life, and there you shall prophesy, 13 but in Bethel no longer increase prophesying, because it is a sanctuary of the king, and it is a house of the kingdom.” 

14 And Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was not a prophet, nor was I the son of a prophet; rather I was a goat herder and one who scratches mulberry fruits. 15 And the Lord gathered me out of the sheep, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy against my people, Israel.’ 

16 So now, hear the word of the Lord, 

You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel, 

and you shall not attract a crowd against the house of Jacob.’ 

17 On account of this, the Lord says these things, 

‘Your wife will prostitute herself in the city, 

and your sons and your daughters will fall by the sword, 

and your land will be measured out with a measuring line, 

and you will die in an impure land, 

and Israel will be led as a captive from his land.’ ” 




A Vision of a Basket of a Bird-catcher

8 So the lord Lord showed me, 1 and look, a basket of a bird-catcher. And he said, “What do you see, Amos?” And I said, “A basket of a bird-catcher.” 2 And the Lord said to me, 

“The end has come upon my people Israel. 

I will no longer continue going by him. 

3 And the rafters of the temple will howl in that day,” 

says the lord Lord. 

“The one who has fallen will be great in every place. 

I will throw silence upon them.” 

4 Hear now these things, you who are destroying the poor man in the morning 

and are oppressing the beggars of the land, 

5 who are saying, “When will the month pass 

and we will do business, 

and the Sabbaths 

and we will open the treasury, 

to make a small measure, to increase the weight, 

and to make an unjust yoke, 

6 to acquire beggars with silver 

and a low one for sandals, 

and we will trade from every kind of produce?” 

7 The Lord swears by the arrogance of Jacob, 

“If all your works will be forgotten for the dispute. 

8 And because of these things, will not the land be troubled, 

and all the settlers will mourn in it, 

and the consummation will overflow like a river 

and go down like the river of Egypt? 

9 And it will be in that day,” says the lord Lord, 

“and the sun will set during midday, 

and the light will grow quite dark upon the land in daytime. 

10 And I will change your holidays into grief, 

and all your songs into lamentation. 

And I will cause a sackcloth to go on every waist, 

and baldness on every head. 

And I will make it like the grief of a beloved one, 

and those with it like a day of pain. 

11 Look, days are coming,” says the Lord, 

“and I will send a famine upon the land— 

not a famine of loaves nor thirst for water, 

but a famine of hearing the word of the Lord. 

12 And the waters will be shaken from the sea, 

and from the north as far as eastern regions they will run about, 

seeking the word of the Lord, 

and they will not find it. 

13 On that day, the beautiful virgins and the young men 

will come to an end with thirst, 

14 those who swear by the atonement of Samaria, 

and who say, ‘Your God lives, O Dan,’ 

and ‘Your God lives, O Beer-sheba.’ 

And they will fall and shall not rise again.” 




A Vision of the Altar

9 I saw the Lord standing by the altar, and he said, 

“Strike upon the lid of the Ark of the Covenant, 

and the gateway will be shaken, 

and cut through into the heads of all, 

and I will slay their remnant with a sword. 

Not one of them who flee will escape, 

and not one of them who is escaping will arrive in safety. 

2 If they hide in Hades, 

from there my hand will pull them up; 

and if they ascend into heaven, 

from there I will bring them down. 

3 If they should hide on the summit of Carmel, 

from there I will search for and take them; 

and if they sink from my eyes into the depth of the sea, 

there I will command the dragon, and it will bite them. 

4 And if they go into captivity before the face of their enemies, 

there I will command the sword, and it will kill them. 

And I will set my eyes upon them 

for evil things and not for good things.” 

5 And the Lord, Lord God, the Almighty, 

is the one who is laying hold of the land and shaking it, 

and all those who inhabit it will mourn, 

and its consummation will overflow like a river 

and will go down like the river of Egypt. 

6 He is the one who is building his ascent to heaven 

and is founding his promise upon the land, 

the one who is summoning the water of the sea 

and pouring it out upon the face of the land; 

the Lord Almighty is his name. 

7 “Are you not like the sons of the Ethiopians to me, 

O sons of Israel?” says the Lord. 

“Have I not led Israel out of the land of Egypt, 

and the foreigners out of Caphtor and the Arameans out of a pit? 

8 Look, the eyes of the Lord God are upon the kingdom of sinners, 

and I will remove it from the face of the earth, 

except that I will not completely remove the house of Jacob,” says the Lord. 

9 “Because I am giving the command, 

and I will winnow the house of Israel among all the nations, 

the way one winnows with a winnowing fan, 

and you will not fall as crushed grain upon the land. 

10 All sinners of my people will die by the sword, 

those who say, ‘The evil things shall not approach 

or come against us.’ 

The Restoration of Israel

11 On that day I will raise up the tent of David that has fallen, 

and I will rebuild its things that have fallen, 

and I will raise up its things that have been destroyed, 

and I will rebuild it just as the days of eternity, 

12 so that the remnant of the people, 

and all the nations upon whom my name was invoked upon them, 

will search for me,” says the Lord who is making these things. 

13 “Look, days are coming,” says the Lord, 

“and the harvest will overtake the harvest, 

and the grapes will turn dark at seedtime, 

and the mountains will drip sweetness, 

and all the hills will be thickly wooded. 

14 And I will return the captives of my people Israel, 

and they will build the cities that are destroyed and inhabit them, 

and they will plant vineyards and drink their wine, 

and they will plant gardens and eat their produce. 

15 And I will plant them upon their land, 

and they will be drawn out no longer 

from the land which I gave them,” 

says the Lord God, the Almighty. 





MICAH




The Condemnation of Samaria and Jerusalem

1 And a word of the Lord came to Micah, the inhabitant of Moresheth, in the days of Jotham and Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, on behalf of whom he saw concerning Samaria and concerning Jerusalem. 

2 Hear the words, O people, 

and let the earth and all those in it pay attention, 

and the lord Lord will be among you for a testimony, 

the Lord out of his sacred house. 

3 For look, the Lord is going out from his place, 

and he will step down upon the heights of the earth. 

4 And the mountains will be shaken underneath him, 

and the valleys will melt like wax from the face of fire, 

and like water being brought into a precipice. 

5 All these things are because of the impiety of Jacob, 

and because of the sin of the house of Israel. 

What is the impiety of Jacob? 

Is it not Samaria? 

And what is the sin of the house of Judah? 

Is it not Jerusalem? 

6 So I will make Samaria into the garden-watcher’s hut in a field, 

and into a plantation of a vineyard, 

and I will pull down her stones into a chasm, 

and I will uncover her foundations. 

7 And all her carved images will be cut in pieces, 

and all her wages will be set on fire, 

and all her idols I will appoint unto destruction, 

because from the wages of prostitution she gathered, 

and from the wages of prostitution she amassed wealth. 

8 On account of this she will beat herself and lament; 

she will go barefoot and naked; 

she will make lamentation like serpents 

and mourning like the daughters of sirens. 

9 Because her blow has prevailed, 

because it has come as far as Judah 

and has kindled as far as the gate of my people, 

as far as Jerusalem. 

10 You who are in Gath, do not boast; 

you who are in Akim, do not rebuild from the house in derision; 

sprinkle yourself with the dirt of your derision. 

11 While inhabiting well in her cities she did not go out, 

while living in Zaanan to lament her neighboring house; 

she will receive from you a painful blow. 

12 Who has begun for good for she who inhabits pain? 

Because evil came down from the Lord upon the gates of Jerusalem, 

13 the sound of chariots and of horsemen. 

She who inhabits Lachish, 

she is the originator of sin for the daughter of Zion, 

because in you were found the impieties of Israel. 

14 On account of this he will give expelled ones useless houses, 

as far as the inheritance of Moresheth-gath. 

They have come to vanity 

for the kings of Israel. 

15 Until they bring the heirs, 

O she who inhabits the inheritance of Lachish, 

the glory of the daughter of Israel will be present 

as far as Adullam. 

16 Shave and cut your hair 

for your delicate children; 

widen your widowhood like an eagle, 

because they were taken prisoner from you. 




2 They came reckoning troubles, 

and working at evil deeds in their beds, 

and in the daytime they accomplished the things, 

since they did not raise their hands toward God. 

2 And they used to desire fields, 

and take orphans as plunder, 

and take over houses, 

and take a man and his house as plunder, 

and a man and his inheritance. 

3 On account of this the Lord says these things, 

“Look, I am reckoning evil deeds against this tribe, 

because of which you shall not raise up your necks, 

and you will not walk upright all of a sudden, 

because it is an evil time. 

4 In that day a proverb will be taken up against you, 

and a lamentation will be wailed in song, 

saying, ‘We suffered distress by distress, 

the portion of my people was measured by rope, 

and there was not one who was hindering in order to turn him back. 

Our fields were divided.’ 

5 On account of this, you will have no one throwing a rope in a lot 

in the assembly of the Lord. 

6 Do not weep tears, 

nor let them weep over these things, 

for he will not dismiss censures. 

7 The one who says, ‘The house of Jacob provoked the spirit of the Lord.’ 

If these are his practices, aren’t his words beautiful with him 

And have they not gone on rightly? 

8 And earlier, my people resisted in enmity; 

contrary to his time of peace they stripped off his skin, 

in order to take away hope 

with reference to the crushing of war. 

9 Leaders of my people will be cast out of their houses of luxury. 

They were forced out because of their evil practices. 

You approached the eternal mountains. 

10 Rise and go, 

because this rest is not for you, 

On account of uncleanliness, 

you were utterly destroyed by depravity. 

11 You were pursued, although no one was pursuing. 

A spirit established a lie. 

It dripped for you as wine 

and an intoxicating drink. 

And it will be that from the drop of this people, 

12 while being gathered together, 

Jacob will be gathered together with everyone. 

While receiving, I will receive the ones left remaining of Israel; 

at the same time I will appoint his return. 

Like sheep in affliction, 

like a flock in the middle of their fold, 

they will leap forth from humans. 

13 They cut through the breach before their face, 

and they went through the gate 

and went out through it. 

And their king went out before their face, 

but the Lord will go before them.” 




The Wicked Leaders of Israel

3 And he will say, “Hear now these things, 

O rulers of the house of Jacob, 

and the rest of the house of Israel. 

Is it not for you to know the judgment? 

2 You who hate the beautiful things and seek the evil things, 

who snatch away their skins from them, 

and their flesh from their bones. 

3 The way they devoured the flesh of my people, 

and stripped off their skins from them, 

and crushed their bones, 

and they cut them in pieces like pieces of flesh in a cauldron, 

and like meat for a pot for boiling.” 

4 So they will cry to the Lord, 

and he will not listen to them, 

and he will turn away his face from them in that time, 

because they acted wickedly in their practices against them. 

5 This says the Lord against the prophets who are leading my people astray, 

who are biting with their teeth and proclaiming upon him peace, 

and it was not given into their mouth; 

they stirred up war against him. 

6 Because of this, it will be night for you, without vision, 

and it will be darkness for you, without divination, 

and the sun will set upon the prophets, 

and the day will grow quite dark upon them. 

7 And those seeing dreams will be disgraced, 

and the diviners will be laughed at, 

and all of them will speak against them, 

because there will be no one listening to them. 

8 Otherwise I will fill full my strength by the spirit of the Lord, 

and of judgment and of lordship, 

so that I might explain to Jacob his ungodliness, 

and to Israel his sins. 

9 Hear now these things, O leaders of the house of Jacob, 

and you who are left remaining of the house of Israel, 

who feel a loathing for judgment, 

and pervert all upright things, 

10 who are building Zion with blood, 

and Jerusalem with injustice. 

11 Her leaders used to judge in exchange for gifts, 

and her priests used to answer in exchange for a wage, 

and her prophets used to divine in exchange for silver, 

and they rested upon the Lord, 

saying, “Is not the Lord among us? 

Evil things will not come upon us.” 

12 Because of this, because of you Zion shall be plowed like a field, 

and Jerusalem will be like a garden-watcher’s hut, 

and the mountain of the house 

will be turned into a grove of thicket. 




The Mountain of the Lord

4 And it will be at the last of days, 

that the mountain of the Lord will be visible, 

prepared on the tops of the mountains, 

and it will be raised above the hills, 

and people will hasten toward it. 

2 And many nations will go and say, 

“Come! Let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

and into the house of the God of Jacob, 

and they will show us his way, 

and we will walk in his paths.” 

Because from Zion the law will come out, 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

3 And he will judge between many peoples, 

and he will convict strong nations even far away, 

and they will cut up their swords into plows 

and their spears into sickles, 

and a nation will no longer raise a sword against a nation, 

and they will no longer learn to make war. 

4 And each one will rest under his vine, 

and each one under his fig tree, 

and there will be no one who frightens them, 

because the mouth of the Lord Almighty has spoken these things. 

5 Because all the peoples will go, 

each one his way, 

but we will walk in the name of the Lord, our God, 

into eternity and beyond. 

6 “In that day,” says the Lord, 

“I will gather together she who is crushed, 

and I will receive she who is banished 

and those whom I rejected, 

7 and I will make she who is crushed into a remnant, 

and she who is rejected into a strong nation. 

And the Lord will be king over them on the mountain of Zion, 

from the present until for eternity. 

8 And you, O dry tower of a flock, 

the daughter of Zion, 

to you will come 

and will enter the first ruler, 

a kingdom out of Babylon, 

for the daughter of Jerusalem. 

9 And now for what purpose did you learn evil things? 

Was there no king for you? 

Or was your will destroyed 

because pains of childbirth overcame you like a woman giving birth? 

10 Be in labor, and be valiant, 

and draw near, O daughter of Zion, 

like a woman giving birth, 

because now you will go out of the city, 

and you will settle in a plain, 

and you will come as far as Babylon; 

from there the Lord, your God, 

will rescue you from the hand of your enemies. 

11 And now many nations 

have gathered together against you, 

who are saying, ‘We will rejoice, 

and our eyes will look upon Zion.’ 

12 They did not know the reasoning of the Lord, 

and they did not understand his will, 

that he gathered them 

like sheaves of a threshing floor. 

13 Rise, and thresh them, O daughter of Zion, 

because I will make your horns iron, 

and I will make your hooves copper, 

and you will exterminate many peoples, 

and you will dedicate to the Lord the multitude of them, 

and their strength to the Lord of all the earth. 




5 aNow the daughter will be stopped by a barrier. 

He arranged a siege against you. 

With a rod he will strike upon the cheek, 

the gate of Israel. 

The Righteous Shepherd

2 And you, O Bethlehem, house of Ephrathah, 

you are very small to be in the thousands of Judah, 

from which for me one will come out to be for a ruler of Israel, 

and his goings out are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.” 

3 On account of this, he will give them up 

until the time when her laboring will bring forth a child, 

and those remaining of their brothers 

will return to the sons of Israel. 

4 And he will stop and look 

and will shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

and they will exist in the glory of the name of the Lord, their God, 

because now it will be made great to the extremities of the earth. 

5 And this will be a time of peace. 

When Assyria comes upon your land, 

and when he treads upon your territory, 

that seven shepherds will rise up against him, 

and eight stings of people. 

6 And they will shepherd Assyria with a sword, 

and the land of Nimrod with its ditch, 

and he will rescue from the Assyrians, 

whenever he comes upon your land, 

and whenever he treads upon your borders. 

7 And the remainder of Jacob will be among the nations, 

in the middle of many peoples, 

like dew falling from the Lord, 

and like lambs upon grass, 

in order that nobody may assemble, 

nor resist among the sons of humans. 

8 And the remnant of Jacob among the nations, 

in the middle of many peoples, 

will be like a lion among livestock in the thicket, 

and like a cub among flocks of sheep, 

just like when it goes through and, 

after separating one out, 

he snatches it away, 

and one who delivers does not exist. 

9 Your hand will be lifted up over those who are afflicting you, 

and all your enemies will be utterly destroyed. 

10 “And it will be in that day,” says the Lord, 

“I will utterly destroy the horses from your midst, 

and I will destroy your chariots. 

11 And I will utterly destroy the cities of your land, 

and I will remove all your strongholds, 

12 and I will utterly destroy your magical potions from your hands, 

and there will be no soothsayers among you. 

13 And I will utterly destroy your carved images, 

and your pillars from the middle of you, 

and you will no longer worship 

the works of your hands. 

14 And I will cut down groves from the middle of you, 

and remove your cities. 

15 And I will bring to pass vengeance in anger and in wrath 

on the nations, because they did not listen.” 




God’s Indictment of Israel

6 Hear now a word. The lord Lord said, 

“Stand up! Contend with the mountains, 

and let the hills hear your voice! 

2 Hear, O people, the judgment of the Lord, 

and O ravines, the foundations of the earth, 

because the Lord has a judgment against his people, 

and he will argue a case with Israel. 

3 O my people, what have I done to you? 

Or how did I grieve you? 

Or how did I annoy you? 

Answer me! 

4 Because I brought you up out of the land of Egypt, 

and out of the house of slavery, 

I ransomed you, and sent forth before your face Moses 

and Aaron and Miriam. 

5 O my people, remember now how Balak, king of Moab, 

planned against you, 

and what Balaam, son of Beor, 

answered him 

from the reeds as far as Gilgal, 

in order that the righteousness of the Lord might be known.” 

6 With what should I take hold of the Lord? 

Will I devote myself to my God Most High, 

if I take hold of him with whole burnt-offerings, 

with year-old calves? 

7 Will the Lord accept among thousands of rams, 

or among ten thousands of swollen brooks? 

Should I give my firstborns for impiety, 

the fruit of my belly for the sin of my soul? 

8 Has it been reported to you, O human, what is beautiful, 

or what the Lord seeks from you, 

but to make judgment, and to love mercy, 

and to be prepared to go with the Lord, your God? 

9 The voice of the Lord will be invoked for the city, 

and he will save those fearing his name. 

“Hear, O tribe, 

and who will arrange the city? 

10 Does fire and a lawless house 

store up lawless treasure and injustice with insolence? 

11 Will a lawless person be justified by a scale, 

or weights of deceit by a bag? 

12 From which things they filled their wealth with impiety. 

And those who are dwelling in her used to speak lies, 

and their tongue you shall raise up in their mouth. 

13 So I will begin to strike you. 

I will destroy you with your sins. 

14 You will eat, and you will not be filled, 

and it will grow dark in you, 

and you will turn aside, 

and you will not escape; 

and however many escape, 

they will be given over to a sword. 

15 You will sow and you will not reap, 

you will press the olive and not anoint yourself with olive oil, 

and wine and not drink, 

and my people’s customs will be removed. 

16 And you guarded the duties of Zimri, 

and all the works of the house of Ahab, 

and you walked in their ways, 

that I might hand you over to destruction 

and her inhabitants to hissing, 

and you will receive the reproaches of peoples.” 




Micah’s Lament

7 Woe is me, because I was born 

like one gathering a stalk of corn at harvest time 

and like a gleaning at vintage, 

without there being a cluster 

to eat the firstfruits. 

Woe is me, O soul, 

2 because the pious one was destroyed from the land, 

and one who is upright among humans does not exist. 

All go to court for blood; 

each one afflicts his neighbor with affliction. 

3 They prepare their hands for evil; 

the ruler asks, and the judge spoke peaceful words. 

It is in the thought of his soul, 

and I will take away their good things 

4 like your devouring and walking 

upon a rod on a day of watch. 

Woe, woe, your vengeance has come; 

now their weepings will be. 

5 Do not trust in friends, 

and do not hope upon leaders; 

guard yourself from your bed-partner, 

from communicating anything to her. 

6 Because a son dishonors a father, 

a daughter rises up against her mother, 

a bride against her mother-in-law; 

the enemies of a man are all who are in his house. 

7 I will look upon the Lord; 

I will wait upon God, my savior. 

My God will listen to me. 

The Restoration of Israel

8 Do not rejoice for me, my hatred, 

because I fell and I will rise, 

because if I sit in the darkness, 

the Lord will give light to me. 

9 I will endure the anger of the Lord, 

because I have sinned against him, 

until he issues my penalty, 

and he will execute my judgment 

and lead me out into the light; 

I will see his righteousness. 

10 And my hatred will see, 

and she who says to me, “Where is the Lord, your God?” 

She will clothe herself with shame. 

My eyes will look upon her; 

now she will be for trampling 

like clay in the roads 

11 during a day of plastering of brick. 

That day will be your blotting out, 

and that day will get rid of your customs. 

12 And your cities will give way to be leveled 

and to a division of Assyria, 

and your secure cities to a division from Tyre, 

as far as the river, 

and from sea to sea, 

and from mountain to mountain. 

13 And the land will be for destruction together with its inhabitants, 

from the fruits of their practices. 

14 Shepherd your people with your staff, 

the sheep of your inheritance, 

who are settling by themselves in a thicket, 

in the middle of Carmel; 

they will pasture the Bashan and the Gilead, 

like the days of eternity. 

15 And like the days of your exodus from Egypt, 

you will see wonders. 

16 Nations will see and be ashamed, 

because of all their strength. 

They will lay hands upon their mouth, 

their ears will become deaf. 

17 They will lick up dust like serpents crawling on the earth; 

they will be confounded in their enclosure; 

they will be astonished because of the Lord, your God, 

and they will be frightened of you. 

18 What God is like you, 

removing lawless acts 

and overlooking the impiety 

of the remnant of his inheritance? 

And he did not hold onto his anger as a testimony, 

because he is one who wishes compassion. 

19 He will turn and have pity upon us. 

He will dismiss our injustices 

and cast all our sins 

into the depths of the sea. 

20 He will give truth to Jacob, 

mercy to Abraham, 

as you swore to our fathers 

during former days. 





JOEL




A Locust Plague

1 A word of the Lord that came to Joel, son of Pethuel. 

2 Hear these things, O elders, 

and hearken, all you settlers of the land. 

Have such things happened in your days, 

or in the days of your fathers? 

3 Tell your children of them, 

and your children their children, 

and their children unto another generation. 

4 The locust devoured the remnants of the caterpillar, 

and the locust devoured the remnants of the locust, 

and the mildew devoured the remnants of the locust. 

5 Sober up, O drunkards, from their wine and weep; 

wail, all you who drink wine to drunkenness, 

because merriment and joy 

are lifted up from your mouth. 

6 Because a nation went up against my land, 

mighty and immeasurable; 

its teeth are the teeth of a lion, 

and its teeth are the teeth of a cub. 

7 I appointed my vine for destruction 

and my fig trees for breaking; 

searching it has searched it out and thrown it away; 

it has made its branches white. 

8 Wail to me more than a young wife girding sackcloth 

for the man of her youth. 

9 Sacrifice and libation have been lifted up 

from the house of the Lord. 

Mourn, O priests, who minister at the altar, 

10 because the plains have suffered hardship. 

Let the earth mourn, 

because the grain has suffered hardship, 

the wine has dried up, 

the olive oil has diminished. 

11 The farmers have become dried up. 

Wail, O fields, 

concerning the wheat and barley, 

because the harvest from the field has wasted. 

12 The vine has dried up, 

and the fig trees have diminished. 

The pomegranate and date 

and fruit tree and all trees of the field 

have become dried up, 

because the sons of humans have disfigured joy. 

13 Gird yourselves and beat yourselves, O priests; 

wail, you who minister at the altar. 

Enter, sleep in sackcloth, 

you who minister to God, 

because he has received in full sacrifice and libation 

from the house of your God. 

14 Sanctify a fast; 

proclaim a service; 

assemble all the elders 

dwelling in the land 

into the house of your God, 

and cry out eagerly toward the Lord. 

15 Alas! Alas! Alas for the day, 

because the day of the Lord is near, 

and like misery out of misery 

it will come. 

16 Food was utterly destroyed before your eyes, 

merriment and joy from your God’s house. 

17 Heifers leapt upon their feeding troughs, 

storehouses were destroyed, 

winepresses were razed, 

because grain has dried up. 

18 What will we put away for ourselves? 

Herds of cattle cried, 

because there was no pasture for them; 

and the flocks of sheep were destroyed. 

19 To you, O Lord, I will cry, 

because fire has consumed the ripe things of the wilderness, 

and a flame has lit all the timber of the field. 

20 And the livestock of the plain have looked to you, 

because channels of waters became dried, 

and a fire devoured the ripe things of the wilderness. 




The Coming Day of the Lord

2 Trumpet a war-trumpet in Zion. 

Proclaim on my sacred mountain. 

And confound all those dwelling in the land, 

for the day of the Lord is present, 

because it is near. 

2 It is a day of gloom and darkness, 

a day of cloud and fog. 

Like dawn, a numerous and mighty people 

will pour upon the mountains. 

There has not been one like him from eternity, 

and after him there will not be added 

until years for generations of generations. 

3 The things in front of him are a consuming fire, 

and the things behind him are a kindling flame. 

Like an orchard of luxury is the earth before his face, 

and the things behind him a plain of destruction, 

and he will have no rescuer. 

4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses, 

and like horsemen so they will pursue closely. 

5 Like the sound of chariots 

they will leap on the summits of the mountains, 

and like the sound of a flame of fire devouring stubble, 

and like a numerous and mighty people standing prepared for battle. 

6 From his face people will be crushed; 

every face will be like a burnt earthen pot. 

7 Like fighters they will run, 

and like warriors they will go up on the walls, 

and each one will go in his way, 

and they will not turn from their paths. 

8 And each one will not keep away from his brother; 

they will go overloaded with their weapons, 

and they will fall by their arrows, 

and they shall not be finished. 

9 They will seize the city, 

and they will run on the walls, 

and they will go up on the houses, 

and they will enter through windows like thieves. 

10 Before his face the earth will be destroyed, 

and the heavens will quake; 

the sun and the moon will grow quite dark, 

and the stars will strip off their light. 

11 And the Lord will give his voice before the face of his power, 

because his encampment is very great, 

because the works of his words are strong, 

because great is the day of the Lord, 

great and very distinguished, 

and who will be a matcha for it? 

12 “And now,” says the Lord, your God, 

“turn toward me with your whole heart, 

and with fasting and weeping and mourning, 

13 and rend your hearts and not your clothes.” 

And return to the Lord, your God, 

because he is compassionate and merciful, 

patient and very merciful, 

and repenting of his damaging deeds. 

14 Who knows whether he will turn and repent, 

and leave behind his blessing, 

a sacrifice and a libation, 

for the Lord, our God? 

15 Sound the trumpet 

with a war-trumpet in Zion; 

sanctify a fast; 

announce worship; 

16 gather the people; 

sanctify an assembly; 

elect elders; 

assemble children who are breastfeeding; 

let a bridegroom come from his bedroom, 

and a bride from her bridal chamber. 

17 Between the foundation of the altar, 

the priests who are ministering for the Lord will wail and say, 

“Spare your people, O Lord, 

and do not give over your inheritance to reproach, 

for nations to rule them, 

in order that they not say among the nations, 

‘Where is their God?’ ” 

18 And the Lord was zealous for his land, 

and he spared his people. 

19 And the Lord answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you the corn, 

and the wine and the olive oil, 

and you will be filled full of them. 

And I will not give you any longer 

to reproach among the nations. 

20 And I will banish the one from the north from you, 

and I will force him into a waterless land, 

and I will remove his face into the first sea, 

and the things behind him into the last sea, 

and his stench will go up, 

and his groaning will go up, 

because he magnified his works. 

21 Take courage, O earth, rejoice and enjoy yourself, 

because the Lord magnified himself in order to act. 

22 Take courage, O livestock of the plain, 

because plains of the wilderness have sprouted, 

because timber bore its fruit, 

a fig tree and a vine gave their strength. 

23 And you, O children of Zion, 

rejoice, and delight in the Lord, your God, 

for he gave you the foods for righteousness, 

and he will drench you with early and late rain just as before. 

24 And the threshing floors will be filled with grain, 

and the vats overflowed with wine and olive oil. 

25 And I will repay you for the years that the locust has devoured, 

and the locust and the mildew and the caterpillar, 

my great power, 

which I sent forth against you. 

26 And eating you will eat and be sated, 

and you will praise the name of the Lord, your God, 

which things he did with you as wonders, 

and my people shall not be disgraced for eternity. 

27 And you will recognize that I am in the middle of Israel, 

and I am the Lord, your God, 

and there is no other except me, 

and my people shall no longer be disgraced for eternity.” 

The Promise of the Spirit

28 a“And it will be, after these things, 

that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters will prophesy, 

and your elders will dream dreams, 

and your youths will see visions, 

29 and upon my male slaves and upon the female slaves, 

in those days I will pour out my spirit.” 

30 “And I will give signs in the heavens and upon the earth, blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 31 The sun will change into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and distinguished day of the Lord comes. 32 And it will be that everyone, whoever invokes the name of the Lord, will be saved, because in the mountain of Zion and in Jerusalem there will be one who is being rescued, as the Lord has said, and those proclaiming good news, whom the Lord has summoned.” 




The Judgment of the Nations

3 b“For behold, in those days and in that time, when I turned around the captives of Judah and of Jerusalem, 2 I will also gather together all the nations, and I will lead them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and I will judge against them there regarding my people and my inheritance, Israel, who were scattered abroad among the nations. And they divided my land, 3 and for my people they threw lots, and gave the young children as prostitutes, and they exchanged the little girls for wine, and they would drink. 4 And what are you to me, O Tyre and Sidon and all Galilee of foreigners? Are you giving back a repayment to me, or are you bearing a grudge against me? Quickly and swiftly I will give back your repayment to your heads, 5 because you took my silver and my gold, and you carried my chosen things and beautiful things into your temples. 6 And you sold the sons of Judah and the sons of Jerusalem to the sons of the Greeks, in order that you might force them out of their borders. 7 Behold, I am awaking them from the place where you sold them, and I will give back your repayment onto your heads. 8 And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hands of the sons of Judah, and they will sell them as captives to a nation that is far distant,” for the Lord has spoken.” 

9 “Proclaim these things among the nations, 

sanctify a battle, awaken the fighters, 

and bring up and go up, 

all you warriors. 

10 Beat your plows into swords 

and your sickles into barbed lances; 

let the one without strength say, 

“I am strong.” 

11 Assemble, and enter, 

all you nations from all around, 

and gather there. 

O meek one, become a fighter. 

12 Let them awaken, 

and let all the nations go up into the valley of Jehoshaphat, 

because there I will sit in order to judge 

all the nations from all around. 

13 Send forth sickles, 

because a harvest is present. 

Enter, tread, 

because the trough is full. 

You overflow the vats, 

because their evils have been multiplied. 

14 Sounds have sounded forth in the valley of justice, 

because the day of the Lord is near in the valley of justice. 

15 The sun and the moon will grow quite dark, 

and the stars will strip off their light.” 

The Restoration of Israel

16 “But the Lord will cry out from Zion 

and from Jerusalem will give his voice, 

and the heavens and the earth will quake; 

but the Lord will spare his people 

and will strengthen the sons of Israel. 

17 “And you will know that I, the Lord, your God, 

am the one dwelling in Zion, in my sacred mountain, 

and Jerusalem will be sacred, 

and foreigners will not pass through it any longer. 

18 And it will be in that day, 

the mountains will drip sweetness, 

and the hills will flow with milk, 

and all the channels of Judah will flow with waters, 

and running waters will come out from the house of the Lord 

and will water the torrent of the reeds. 

19 Egypt will be for destruction, 

and Edom will be for a plain of destruction 

for the injustices of the sons of Judah, 

because they poured out righteous blood in their land. 

20 But Judah will be settled for eternity, 

and Jerusalem to generations of generations. 

21 And I will seek out their blood, 

and will surely not leave them unavenged, 

and the Lord will dwell in Zion.” 





OBADIAH

The Pronouncement of Doom upon Edom

1 The Vision of Obadiah. This is what the Lord God says to Edom: 

I heard a report from the Lord, 

and he sent forth an enclosing for the nations. 

“Stand up, 

and let us rise up against it for battle! 

2 Behold, I gave you as the smallest among the nations. 

You are exceedingly dishonored. 

3 The arrogance of your heart exalted you, 

while you were living among clefts of stones, 

his dwelling place of heights, 

saying in his heart, 

‘Who shall bring me down upon the earth?’ 

4 If you soar like an eagle, 

and if you set your nest between the stars, 

from there I shall bring you down,” says the Lord. 

5 “If thieves come to you, 

or robbers by night, 

how might you be cast out? 

Would they not steal enough things for themselves? 

If fruit pickers came to you, 

would they not leave the small grapes? 

6 How Esau has been sought out, 

and his hidden things detected. 

7 All the men of your covenant have expelled you 

as far as the boundaries. 

They stood against you. 

Your men of peace have prevailed against you. 

They have set an ambush below you. 

They have no understanding. 

8 On that day,” says the Lord, 

“I will destroy the wise ones from Edom, 

and understanding from the mountains of Esau. 

9 Your warriors from Teman shall be terrified, 

as a consequence of which humankind shall be removed 

from the mountain of Esau. 

10 On account of the slaughter and impiety of your brother Jacob, 

shame will cover you, 

and you shall be removed for the age. 

11 From the day you stood opposite, 

on the day foreigners captured his army 

and strangers entered his gates 

and cast lots for Jerusalem, 

you too were like one of them. 

12 And do not want the day of your brother 

on the day of strangers, 

and do not rejoice over the sons of Judah 

on the day of their destruction, 

and do not boast 

on the day of oppression. 

13 Neither should you have entered into the gates of the people 

on the day of their distresses, 

nor should you have needed, even you, the gathering of them 

on the day of their ruin, 

nor should you have joined in attacking their army 

on the day of their destruction. 

14 Nor should you have stood on his city gates 

to destroy his rescuers, 

nor should you have enclosed the ones escaping him 

on the day of oppression.” 

The Day of the Lord

15 “Because the day of the Lord is near 

against all the nations. 

According to which manner you have done, 

thus it shall be for you; 

your recompense shall be repaid on your head. 

16 Because, the way you drank on my holy mountain, 

they shall drink and go down, 

and be just as though they are not present. 

17 On Mount Zion there shall be salvation, 

and there shall be holiness, 

and the house of Jacob shall inherit 

the ones who had disinherited them. 

18 The house of Jacob shall be a fire, 

and the house of Joseph a flame, 

and the house of Esau for a stalk, 

and they shall be burnt for them, 

and they shall devour them, 

and there shall be no wheat-bearing for the house of Esau,” 

because the Lord has spoken. 

19 “And those in Negeb shall inherit the mountain of Esau, 

and those in Shephelah the foreigners, 

and they shall inherit the mountain of Ephraim 

and the plain of Samaria and of Benjamin and of Gilead. 

20 And this is the beginning of the captivity. 

The land of the Canaanites will belong to the sons of Israel 

as far as Zarephath, 

and the captivity of Jerusalem 

as far as Ophrah; 

they shall inherit the cities of the Negeb. 

21 Those being rescued shall go up out of the mountain of Zion 

to avenge the mountain of Esau, 

and the kingdom shall be for the Lord.” 





JONAH




The Attempted Flight of Jonah

1 And the word of the Lord came to Jonah, the son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Rise, and go to Nineveh, the great city, and announce in it that the outcry of its evil has come up to me.” 3 And Jonah rose to flee from the face of the Lord to Tarshish. And he went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish, and he gave his fare and boarded it to sail with them from the face of the Lord to Tarshish. 

4 But the Lord raised up a wind upon the sea, and a great wave came upon the sea, and the ship was in danger of being shattered. 5 And the seamen were afraid and cried out, each to his god. And they threw out the things that were in the ship into the sea in order to lighten it for them. But Jonah went down into the hold of the ship and slept and snored. 6 And the captain came to him and said to him, “How are you snoring? Rise up, and call upon your God so that God might deliver us and we might not be destroyed.” 

7 So each said to his neighbor, “Come, let us cast lots and we might know on whose account this evil is among us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 8 And they said to him, “Tell us, what is your occupation? And from where did you come? And out of which territory? And from which people are you?” 9 And he said to them, “I am a servant of the Lord, and I revere the Lord, God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 So the men feared with a great fear and said to him, “What is this you have done?” For the men knew that he was fleeing from the face of the Lord, because he had told them. 11 And they said to him, “What shall we do for you so that the sea might calm down for us?” Because the sea was going about and raising up with greater waves. 12 And Jonah said to them, “Take me, and throw me into the sea, and the sea will cease from you, because I know that this great wave is upon you on account of me.” 13 So the men tried very hard to return toward the land, but they were not able, because the sea came and raised up even more upon them. 14 And they cried out to the Lord and said, “By no means, O Lord, let us perish on account of the life of this person, and do not place upon us righteous blood. For you, O Lord, have done in whatever manner you wished.” 15 And they took Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped from its raging. 16 And the men feared the Lord with great fear, and they sacrificed a sacrifice to the Lord and prayed. 




Jonah’s Rescue and Deliverance

2 And the Lord commanded a great sea monster to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the sea monster for three days and three nights. 2 And Jonah prayed to the Lord, his God, from the belly of the sea monster, 3 and said, 

“I cried out in my distress to the Lord, my God, 

and he heard me; 

from the belly of Hades came my outcry, 

and you heard my voice. 

4 You threw me into the depth of the heart of the sea, 

and rivers surrounded me; 

all of your swells and your billows 

have passed over me. 

5 And I said, ‘I have been thrust away from your eyes; 

how shall I proceed to look toward your holy temple?’ 

6 Water is poured over me up to my soul; 

the abyss surrounds me to the last; 

my head withdraws into the cleft of the hill. 

7 I went down into the earth where its bars are eternal barriers, 

so let the corruption of my life depart, O Lord, my God. 

8 When my life was coming to an end from me I remembered the Lord, 

and my prayer came to you into your holy temple. 

9 Observing pointless and false things, 

they have forsaken their mercy. 

10 But I, with a voice of praise, 

will offer confession to you; 

as much as I have vowed, 

I will repay you, the Lord of my deliverance.” 

11 And he commanded the sea monster, and it cast Jonah out onto the dry land. 




The Repentance of Nineveh

3 And the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Rise up, go to Nineveh, the great city, and announce in it according to the previous message that I spoke to you.” 3 And Jonah rose up and went to Nineveh, just as the Lord had spoken. Now Nineveh was a large city before God, a journey of about three days. 4 And Jonah began to enter into the city about one day’s journey, and he announced and said, “Yet three days and Nineveh will be overturned.” 5 And the men of Nineveh gave credence to God and announced a fast and put on sackcloth from their great to their small. 6 And the report came to the king of Nineveh, and he stood up from his throne and removed his garment from himself and put on sackcloth and sat on ashes. 7 And it was proclaimed and said in Nineveh from the king and from his nobles, saying, “Let the humans and the livestock and cattle and sheep not taste anything nor graze nor drink water.” 8 And the humans and livestock clothed themselves with sackcloth, and they cried out to God fervently, and each turned away from his evil way and away from the injustice of their hands, saying, 9 “Who knows whether God will reconsider and turn back from his angry wrath so that we will not perish?” 10 And God saw their efforts, that they turned away from their evil ways. So God reconsidered the evil that he said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 




God Rebukes Jonah

4 And Jonah was grieved with great grief, and he was confused. 2 And he prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord, were these not my words while I was still in my land? On account of this I anticipated to flee to Tarshish because I knew that you are compassionate and merciful, patient and very merciful and willing to reconsider evils. 3 So now, O master, Lord, take my life from me, because it is better for me to die than for me to live.” 4 And the Lord said to Jonah, “Have you been very grieved?” 5 And Jonah went out of the city and sat down opposite of the city and made there a tent for himself. And he sat under it in the shade until which point he might look up to see what will happen in the city. 6 And the Lord God commanded a gourd, and it rose up over the head of Jonah to provide shade over his head to shade him from his bad things. And Jonah rejoiced at the gourd with great delight. 7 And God commanded a worm early on the next day, and it struck the gourd, and the gourd withered away. 8 And it came to pass, at once with the rising up of the sun, God commanded a scorching east wind, and the sun struck the head of Jonah, and he became discouraged and renounced his life and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 9 And God said to Jonah, “Have you been very grieved over the gourd?” And he said, “I have grieved very much, even until death.” 10 And the Lord said, “You have had pity over the gourd, over which you did not suffer for it, and you did not nourish it, that which came about by night and by night it perished. 11 But should I not have pity over Nineveh, the great city, in which reside more than one hundred and twenty thousand people who did not know their right hand or their left hand, and many livestock?” 





NAHUM




The Wrath of God

1 A receipt for Nineveh. A document of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 

2 God is a zealot, 

and an avenging Lord with wrath; 

the Lord is avenging his opposers, 

and he is lifting up his enemy. 

3 The Lord is longsuffering, and his strength is great, 

and the Lord will not hold the guiltless innocent. 

His way is in consummation and commotion, 

and clouds are the dust of his feet. 

4 He is threatening the sea and drying it up, 

and making desolate all the rivers. 

The Bashan and the Carmel were diminished, 

and the blooming flowers of Lebanon came to an end. 

5 The mountains quaked from him, 

and the hills were shaken, 

and the earth was removed from his face, 

the whole of it, and all dwelling in it. 

6 Who will withstand from the face of his wrath? 

And who will stand against his wrathful anger? 

His wrath consumes authorities, 

and the rocks were broken by him. 

7 The Lord is good to those awaiting him in the day of affliction, 

and he knows those who reverence him. 

8 And by a deluge of a way, 

he will make an end of those rising up against him, 

and darkness will pursue his enemies. 

9 What are you reckoning against the Lord? 

He will make for himself an end. 

He will not avenge twice for the same thing with affliction, 

10 because he will be made dry as far as his foundation, 

and will be eaten like twisted bindweed 

and like fully dried stubble. 

11 A reasoning will come out of you against the Lord, 

planning adverse evils. 

12 This says the Lord, who rules many waters, 

“And thus they will be sent away, 

and news of you shall not be heard any longer. 

13 And now I will break his rod from you, 

and cleave your bonds.” 

14 And the Lord gives a command on behalf of you, 

“It will not be scattered from your name any longer. 

From the house of your God 

I will utterly destroy the carved things and molten things; 

I will make your grave, 

because you are hasty.” 

15 aBehold, upon the mountains are the feet of one 

proclaiming good news and announcing peace. 

Celebrate your feasts, O Judah! 

Restore your vows! 

Because they will not add any longer 

to pass through you until your old age. 




Nineveh Is Attacked

2 It is completed; 

it is carried away. 

2 He went up, 

breathing into your face, 

delivering from affliction. 

Watch the road. 

Strengthen your loins. 

Play the man with very much strength. 

3 Because the Lord has returned the pride of Jacob, 

just as the pride of Israel, 

because shaking they shook them 

and their branches. 

They utterly destroyed 4 their weapons of power from humans, 

mighty men mocking in fire. 

The reins of their chariots in a day of his preparation, 

and horsemen will be confused 5 on the roads. 

And the chariots will be confounded 

and entangled in the streets. 

Their appearance will be like torches of fire 

and like running lightning. 

6 And their nobles will remember and flee by day, 

and they will fall sick on their journey, 

and hasten toward its walls 

and prepare their sentinels. 

7 Gates of the city will be opened, 

and the palaces will crumble in pieces. 

8 And the foundation was uncovered, 

and this was going up, 

and its servants were being led, 

uttering sounds like doves in their hearts. 

9 And Nineveh, her water is like a cistern of water, 

and they were fleeing, not stopped, 

and there was not one who was looking on. 

10 They plundered the silver; 

they plundered the gold. 

And there was no end of her ornamentation. 

They were weighed down with all the vessels of her desires. 

11 There is shaking out, violent shaking, trembling, 

a breaking of a heart, a loosing of the knees, 

and pains of childbirth on all loins, 

and the face of all is like the blackening of an earthen pot. 

12 Where is the dwelling place of the lions, 

and the pasture that exists for the cubs, 

where the lion goes to enter there, a cub of a lion, 

and there was not one who frightens them? 

13 A lion has seized enough for his cubs, 

and has choked for his lions, 

and has filled his lair with prey, 

and his dwelling place with spoil. 

14 “Behold, I am against you,” says the Lord Almighty. “And I will kindle your abundance in smoke, and a sword will devour your lions, and I will utterly destroy your prey from the land, and your works will no longer be heard.” 




Nineveh Is Destroyed

3 O city of bloodshed, 

entirely lying, full of injustice, 

prey will not be grasped after. 

2 A sound of whips, 

and a sound of the shaking of wheels, 

and of a horse pursuing, 

and of a chariot seething, 

3 and of a horseman going up, 

and of a glistening of a sword, 

and of a flashing of weapons, 

and of a throng of casualties, 

and of a heavy destruction, 

and there was no end for her nations, 

and they will be weak in their bodies 

from the abundance of fornication. 

4 Beautiful and gratifying prostitute, 

leader of sorcerers. 

she who sells nations with her fornication, 

and people by her sorcerers. 

5 “Behold, I am against you,” says the Lord God Almighty, 

“and I will reveal the things behind you to your face, 

and I will display to nations your shame, 

and to kingdoms your dishonor. 

6 And I will cast against you an abomination, 

in accordance with your impurities, 

and I will make you into an example. 

7 And it will be, that everyone who sees you 

will go down from you and say, 

‘Wretched Nineveh, who will lament her? 

From where will I seek comfort for her?’ ” 

8 Prepare a portion to tune a string, 

prepare a portion, O Amon; 

who dwells among rivers; 

water is around her, 

whose empire is the sea, 

and water her walls. 

9 And her strength is Ethiopia and Egypt, 

and there is no end of the flight! 

Even Libyans have become her helpers. 

10 And she will go into deportation a captive. 

And her children will be dashed to the ground 

at the beginning of all her roads. 

And they will cast lots for all her glorious things, 

and all her great men will be bound with handcuffs. 

11 And you will be drunk, 

and you will be disregarded, 

and you will seek for yourself 

a position from your enemies. 

12 All your strongholds are fig trees having watchmen; 

if they are shaken, they will fall into the mouth of the eater. 

13 Behold, your people are like women among you. 

Opening, the gates of your land 

will be opened to your enemies; 

fire will devour your bars. 

14 Draw for yourself water for a siege, 

and strengthen your strongholds; 

step onto clay, and trample on chaff; 

make it more strong than brick. 

15 There fire will devour you; 

a large sword will utterly destroy you. 

It will devour you like a locust, 

and you will be heavy like the locust. 

16 You have increased your trade above the stars of heaven; 

the locust hastens on and spreads out. 

17 Your mixed people leapt like a locust, 

like a locust going upon a fence in the day of frost; 

the sun arose and it leaped off, 

and did not know its place. Woe to them! 

18 Your shepherds napped. 

The king of Assyria put your mighty men to sleep. 

Your people departed to the mountains, 

and there was no one awaiting. 

19 There is no remedy for your bruise; 

your wound has festered. 

All who hear the news of you will clap hands against you, 

because upon whom has not your evil always come? 





HABAKKUK




Habakkuk’s Initial Complaint

1 The message that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

2 How long, O Lord, will I cry aloud, 

and you will not listen? 

After being wronged, I will cry to you, 

and you will not save? 

3 For what purpose did you show me troubles and toils, 

to look upon distress and impiety? 

A judgment has come from opposite me, 

and the judge is receiving. 

4 On account of this, the law has been rejected, 

and judgment is not brought to an end, 

because an impious person oppresses the righteous; 

for this reason the judgment will come forth perverted. 

The Lord’s Response

5 “Look, you who are despisers, and observe! 

And marvel at the wonders, and be destroyed! 

Because I am working a work in your days, 

which you would not believe if someone were telling you. 

6 Because behold, I am awakening the Chaldeans, 

the cruel and speedy nation 

that goes over the breadth of the land 

to possess dwelling places not his own. 

7 He is fearful and notable, 

his judgment will be from himself, 

and his profit will come from himself. 

8 And his horses will leap over leopards, 

and they are swifter than the wolves of Arabia; 

and his horsemen will ride out and attack from a distance, 

and they will fly like an eagle eager to eat. 

9 Consummation will come for sacrilegious people 

who set their faces from opposite, 

and they will gather captives like sand. 

10 And he will delight in kings, 

and tyrants will be his toys; 

and he will mock at every fortress, 

and throw up a mound and conquer it. 

11 Then the spirit will have a change 

and pass through and will make atonement. 

This is the strength of my God.” 

Habakkuk’s Second Complaint

12 Are you not from the beginning, O Lord, my holy God? 

And we will not die. 

O Lord, you have appointed him for judgment, 

and he formed me to decide his chastisement. 

13 A clean eye is not to see evil things 

and to look upon the afflictions of pain. 

For what purpose do you look upon those acting contemptuously? 

Will you turn a blind eye to the wicked swallowing the righteous? 

14 And you will make humans like the fish of the sea 

and like the reptiles that have no leader. 

15 He pulled up the consummation with a fishhook, 

and dragged it with a casting net, 

and collected it in his large dragnet. 

16 On account of this, his heart will enjoy itself and rejoice. 

Because of this he will sacrifice to his large dragnet 

and will burn incense to his net, 

because by them he made fat his portion and his choice meat. 

17 On account of this he will cast his net 

and will always not refrain from killing nations. 




2 I will stand firm on my watch, 

and I will go upon a rock, 

and I will keep watch to see what he will say to me 

and what I should answer against my rebuke. 

The Lord’s Response

2 And the Lord answered me and said, 

“Write a vision, and clearly in a tablet, 

in order that the one who reads might pursue the things. 

3 Because there is still a vision for the time, 

and he will appear at an end, and not in vain; 

if he is late, wait for him, 

because one coming will be present, and he will not tarry. 

4 If he draws back, my life does not find pleasure in it, 

but the righteous one will live by my faith. 

5 The scorner, being conceited, 

may achieve nothing; 

he who widened his spirit like Hades, 

even this one, like death, not being satisfied, 

will also collect on himself all the nations 

and will gather to himself all the peoples. 

6 Will not all these things take up a parable about him and a riddle for his tale? They will say, 

‘Woe to the one who is increasing for himself the things that are not his 

—until when?—even making his bond heavy harshly.’ 

7 Because suddenly they will arise as they bite him, 

and those who are plotting against you will sober up, 

and you will be as plunder to them. 

8 Because you have plundered many nations, 

all the remaining peoples will plunder you, 

on account of the bloodshed of humans and impieties of the earth, 

and of the city and of all the ones who dwell in it. 

9 Oh, you who has too much wicked greed for his house, 

so that he might set his nest on high, 

so that he might be pulled out of the hand of wicked ones. 

10 You have resolved on shame for your house; 

you have finished off many peoples, 

and your spirit has sinned. 

11 Because a stone from a wall will cry out, 

and a dung beetle will speak things out of wood. 

12 Woe to you who are building a city with blood 

and who prepares himself a city with injustice. 

13 Are not these things from the Lord Almighty? 

Many peoples came to an end by fire, 

and many nations were disheartened. 

14 Because the earth shall be filled 

with knowing the glory of the Lord; 

like water it will cover them. 

15 Oh, the one who gives drink to his neighbor with a turbid upset, 

and intoxicates him in order that he might look upon their caves. 

16 Drink, you also, an excess of dishonor from glory; 

shake in the heart and stagger; 

a cup in the right hand of the Lord has encircled against you, 

and dishonor has been gathered against your glory. 

17 Because the impiety of Lebanon will cover you, 

and the misery of wild animals will terrify you, 

on account of the bloodshed of humans and impieties of the earth, 

and of the city and of all the ones who dwell in it. 

18 What use is a carved image, because they carved it? 

He molded it as a molten image, a deceptive imagination, 

because the one who has formed it trusts in his handiwork, 

in order to make deaf and mute idols. 

19 Woe to the one who says to the wood, ‘Sober up! Awaken!’ 

And to the stone, ‘Be exalted!’ 

Even it is an imagination; 

this is a beaten-out piece of gold and of silver, 

and there is no spirit in it. 

20 But the Lord is in his holy temple; 

let all the earth do reverence before his face.” 




Habakkuk’s Faith

3 A prayer of the prophet Habakkuk with a song. 

2 O Lord, I have heard news of you, and I was afraid; 

I observed your works, and they amazed me. 

In the midst of two living beings, you will be known; 

when the years approach, you will be recognized; 

when the time is present, you will be manifested; 

when my spirit is stirred in anger, you will remember mercies. 

3 God will come from Teman, 

and the Holy One from Mount Pharan, shaded densely with trees. 

Musical interlude 

His virtue covered the heavens, 

and the earth is full of his praise. 

4 And his splendor will be like a light; 

horns are in his hands. 

And he has established a strong love of his strength. 

5 A word will go before his face, 

and it will come out into the plain at his feet. 

6 He stood firm, and the earth was shaken; 

he looked, and nations melted. 

The mountains were broken in pieces with force; 

eternal hills were melted at his eternal journey. 

7 Because of troubles, I looked at the tents of the Ethiopians; 

the tents of the land of Midian will also be terrified. 

8 Were you angry with the rivers, O Lord? 

Or was your wrath at the rivers, 

or your fury against the sea? 

Because you will mount on your horses, 

and your horsemanship is deliverance. 

9 “By stretching tightly, you stretched your bow against scepters,” 

says the Lord. 

Musical interlude 

A land of rivers will be broken up. 

10 Peoples will see you and be in pain 

as you are scattering waters of motion. 

The abyss offered her sound, 

the height of her appearance. 

11 The sun was lifted up, 

and the moon stopped in its appointed place. 

Your javelins will go into the light, 

into the splendor of the lightning of your weapons. 

12 In anger you will diminish the earth, 

and in wrath you will reduce the nations. 

13 You came out for the deliverance of your people, 

to save your anointed; 

you threw death on the heads of the lawless; 

you lifted bonds to the neck. 

Musical interlude 

14 You cut through, with astonishment, 

the heads of the mighty ones. 

They will quake at this. 

They will open their bridles like a poor person secretly eating. 

15 And you make your horses ride into the sea, 

thus stirring up much water. 

16 I kept watch, and my belly was terrified 

from the sound of the prayer from my lips, 

and quivering entered into my bones, 

and from underneath me my body was stirred. 

I will take rest on a day of oppression, 

in order to go up to the people of my sojourning. 

17 Since the fig tree will not bear fruit, 

and produce will not be on the vines; 

the work of the olive tree will lie, 

and the plains will not produce food; 

sheep have run away from food, 

and cows are not at their mangers. 

18 But I will rejoice in the Lord. 

I will rejoice in God, my Savior. 

19 The Lord God is my strength, 

and he will set my feet to an end. 

He will cause me to ride upon the high places, 

so that I might conquer with his song. 





ZEPHANIAH




The Day of Judgment on Judah

1 The word of the Lord that came to Zephaniah, the son of Hushai, son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah, son of Amon, king of Judah. 

2 “Let him bring it to an end by abandonment 

from the face of the land,” says the Lord. 

3 “Let human and livestock bring it to an end; 

let the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea bring it to an end. 

And the ungodly will be weak, 

and I will lift up the lawless 

from the face of the land,” says the Lord. 

4 “And I will stretch out my hand upon Judah, 

and upon all those dwelling in Jerusalem, 

and I will lift up from this place the names of Baal, 

and the names of the priests, 

5 and those worshiping the host of the heavens upon the houses, 

and those bowing down, 

and those swearing by the Lord, 

and those swearing by their king, 

6 and those turning from the Lord, 

and those not seeking the Lord, 

and those not clinging to the Lord.” 

7 Be discreet before the face of the Lord God, 

because the day of the Lord is near, 

because the Lord has prepared his sacrifice; 

he has sanctified his called ones. 

8 “And it will be on the day of the Lord’s sacrifice 

that I will avenge against the rulers, 

and the house of the king, 

and all those putting on foreign garments. 

9 And I will publicly avenge 

against the gateways in that day, 

those filling the house of the Lord, their God, 

with ungodliness and deceit. 

10 And it will be in that day,” says the Lord, 

“a sound of crying from the gate of piercing, 

and a loud crying from the second quarter, 

and a great ruin from the hills. 

11 Lament, you who are dwelling in what was destroyed, 

because it was made like all the people of Canaan; 

all who were elated by silver were utterly destroyed. 

12 And it will be in that day, I will search out Jerusalem with a lamp, 

and I will avenge against the men who despise their obligations, 

and those who say in their hearts, 

‘The Lord will not do good, nor will he mistreat.’ 

13 And their power will become plunder, 

and their houses extermination; 

and they will build houses but not dwell in them, 

and they will plant vineyards but not drink their wine.” 

14 Because the day of the Lord is near, 

very near, and very swift; 

the sound of the day of the Lord is cruel and hard; 

it has been appointed as mighty. 

15 That day will be a day of anger, 

a day of affliction and torture, 

a day of darkness and extermination, 

a day of gloom and darkness, 

a day of cloud and fog, 

16 a day of trumpet and crying 

in the fortified cities 

and in the high corners. 

17 And I will afflict the people, and they will walk like the blind, 

because they sinned with respect to the Lord, 

and he will pour out their blood like dust, 

and their flesh like cow dung. 

18 And their silver and their gold will not be able to deliver them 

on the day of the anger of the Lord, 

and by fire his jealousies will be spent upon all the land, 

because he will prepare consummation and haste 

upon all those dwelling in the land. 




2 Gather together and unite, 

O uneducated nation, 

2 before you become like a flower that withers, 

before the Lord’s anger comes upon you, 

before the day of the Lord’s wrath comes upon you. 

3 Seek the Lord, all you low ones of the land; 

perform judgment, 

and seek righteousness, 

and answer the things, 

in order that you may be covered 

on the day of the Lord’s anger. 

The Day of Judgment on the Nations

4 Because Gaza will be plundered, 

and Ashkelon will be for extermination, 

and Ashdod will be spread abroad at noon, 

and Ekron will be rooted out. 

5 Woe to those dwelling in the allotment by the sea, 

sojourners of the Cherethites; 

a word of the Lord is upon you, 

O Canaan, land of foreigners, 

and I will destroy you from a settlement. 

6 And Crete will be a pasture for flocks 

and a fold for sheep. 

7 And the allotment by the sea 

will be for those remaining of the house of Judah; 

by themselves they will tend in the houses of Ashkelon; 

in the evening, they will be destroyed from the face of the sons of Judah, 

because the Lord, their God, has visited them, 

and he has returned their captives. 

8 “I heard the insults of Moab 

and the cruel acts of the sons of Ammon 

by which they reviled my people 

and boasted against my borders. 

9 On account of this I live,” 

says the Lord of power, the God of Israel. 

“Because Moab will be like Sodom, 

and the sons of Ammon like Gomorrah, 

and Damascus will be forsaken like a heap on the threshing floor 

and will be removed for eternity. 

And the rest of my people—they will tear them to pieces, 

and the rest of my nation will inherit them.” 

10 This will be for them instead of their insolence, 

because they taunted and boasted against the Lord, the Almighty. 

11 The Lord will appear against them, 

and he will utterly destroy all the gods of the nations of the land, 

and each person from his place. 

All the islands of the nations will worship him. 

12 “And you, O Ethiopians, 

are wounded from my sword.” 

13 And he will stretch out his hand against the north, 

and he will utterly destroy the Assyrian 

and will ordain Nineveh for extermination, 

waterless like a desert. 

14 And flocks will graze in the middle of it, 

and all the wild beasts of the land. 

And chameleons and hedgehogs 

will rest in its rafters, 

and wild beasts will cry out in its canals, 

ravens in its gates, 

because its height is cedar. 




3 aThis is the contemptuous city 

that dwells on hope, 

that says in her heart, “I am, 

and there is no longer anyone with me.” 

How it has become for extermination, 

a pasture of wild beasts; 

everyone walking through it 

will hiss and shake his hands. 

The Day of Judgment on Jerusalem

2 aO the famous and ransomed, 

the city, the dove. 

She did not heed his voice; 

she did not accept correction; 

she had not trusted in the Lord, 

and she did not draw near to her God. 

3 Her rulers in her are like roaring lions; 

her judges are like the wolves of Arabia; 

they did not leave anything for the morning. 

4 Her prophets are spirit bearers, 

men despisers; 

her priests profane the sacred things 

and act profanely against the law. 

5 But the Lord is righteous in the middle of her, 

and he will do no injustice. 

Morning by morning he will give his judgment into light, 

and he did not hide, 

and he did not learn injustice by exhortation 

and not in unjust quarrel. 

6 “I pulled down the arrogant in destruction; 

their corners were removed. 

I will make their roads completely desolate, 

so that they might not travel through. 

Their cities came to an end, 

because nothing exists or dwells there. 

7 I said, ‘However, fear me, 

and receive instruction, 

and you will not be utterly destroyed from her eyes, 

everything for which I punished her. 

Prepare yourself! Rise early! 

All their gleaning has been destroyed!’ 

8 On account of this, wait for me,” says the Lord, 

“for the day of my rising up for a testimony, 

because my judgment is for the gathering of nations, 

in order to gather the kings, 

in order to pour upon them all my angry wrath, 

because in the fire of my zeal all the earth will be consumed.” 

Salvation in the Day of the Lord

9 “Because at that time I will change the tongue 

upon peoples for their generation, 

so that they all might call upon the name of the Lord, 

so that they might serve him under one yoke. 

10 From the ends of the rivers of Ethiopia, 

I will take in my scattered ones; 

they shall carry my sacrifices. 

11 In that day you will not be disgraced 

because of all of your habits that you have sinfully committed against me, 

because then I will take away from you your contemptible acts of pride, 

and you will no longer add to boasting upon my sacred mountain. 

12 And I will leave among you a people meek and low, 

and they will reverence the name of the Lord, 13 the remnant of Israel; 

and they will not do injustice, 

and they will not speak pointless things, 

and there will not be found a deceitful tongue in their mouth; 

because they will pasture and cause to rest, 

and there will not be one who frightens them.” 

14 Rejoice, O daughter of Zion! 

Make a proclamation, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Rejoice and enjoy yourself from your whole heart, 

O daughter of Jerusalem! 

15 The Lord has taken away your injustices; 

he has ransomed you from the hand of your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in the middle of you; 

you shall not see evil any longer. 

16 In that time the Lord will say to Jerusalem, 

“Take courage, Zion! 

Do not let your hands get weak. 

17 The Lord your God is among you; 

the Mighty One will save you. 

And he will bring upon you the festivity 

and renew you in his affection, 

and he will rejoice because of you in delight 

as in a day of festival. 

18 And I will gather together those who are crushed. 

Alas, who took up a reproach against her? 

19 Behold, I will act among you for your sake 

in that time,” says the Lord. 

“And I will save the oppressed one 

and the rejected one. 

I will gather them for a boast, 

and they will be renowned in all the earth. 

20 And they will be ashamed in that time 

when I do well for you, 

and in the time when I will gather you, 

because I will give you renowned ones, 

and for a boast among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I return your captives before you,” says the Lord. 





HAGGAI




The Nation Is Rebuked for Neglecting the Temple

1 In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first of the month, the word of the Lord came by the hand of the prophet Haggai, saying, “Say to Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, from the tribe of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the great priest, saying, 2 ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says, saying, “These people are saying, ‘The time to build the house of the Lord has not come.’ ” ’ ” 3 And the word of the Lord came by the hand of the prophet Haggai, saying, 4 “Is it time for you to live in your homes with supports while your house is desolate?” 5 And now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Examine now your hearts in regard to your ways. 6 You have sown much, and you have gathered little; and you have not eaten to satiety. You have drunk and not to drunkenness, clothed yourself and not been warmed by them, and the one who gathers wages has gathered them into a bag full of holes.” 

7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Set your hearts on your ways. 8 Climb up into the mountain, and cut down trees, and build the house, and I shall be pleased with it, and I shall be glorified,” says the Lord. 9 “You have looked for much, and little came, and it was carried to your home, and I have blown it away.” Therefore, this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Because my house is desolate, but as for you, you each flee to his house. 10 On account of this the heavens shall withhold dew, and the earth shall withdraw its produce. 11 And I shall bring a sword against the land and against the mountains and against the grain and against the wine and against the oil, and as much as the land brings forth, and against humans and against the animals and against all the labors of their hands.” 

12 And Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, from the tribe of Judah, and Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the great priest, and all the remaining people heard the voice of the Lord, their God, and the words of the prophet Haggai, since the Lord, their God, had sent him to them; and the people were afraid before the face of the Lord. 13 And Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, said among the messengers of the Lord to the people, “ ‘I am with you,’ says the Lord.” 14 And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, from the tribe of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the great priest, and the spirit of the rest of all the people; and they went into, and were doing work in, the house of the Lord Almighty, 




2 their God, 1 aon the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month in the second year of King Darius. 

The Glory of the Temple

bIn the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the Lord spoke by the hand of the prophet Haggai, saying, 2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, from the tribe of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the great priest, and to all the remaining people, saying, 3 ‘Who of you is one who saw this house in its former glory? And how do you see it now? Just like it does not exist before your face? 4 And now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the Lord. ‘And be strong, Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the great priest, and be strong, all the people of the land,’ says the Lord. ‘And work, because I am with you,’ says the Lord Almighty. 5 ‘And my spirit is placed in your midst; take courage!’ 6 Because the Lord Almighty says, ‘Once again I shall shake heaven and earth and sea and dry land. 7 And I shall shake all nations, and selected people of all nations shall come and fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord Almighty. 8 ‘The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,’ says the Lord Almighty. 9 ‘Because the latter glory of this house shall be great beyond the former,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘And in this place I shall give peace,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘even peace of spirit for a possession to all those who build, so as to raise up this temple.’ ” 

The Corrupting Effect of Sin

10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Haggai, saying, 11 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Ask the priests for a ruling, saying, 12 “If a person should take holy meat in the hem of his garment, and the hem of his garment should touch bread or anything boiled or wine or olive oil or any food, will it become holy?” ’ ” And the priests answered and said, “No.” 13 Then Haggai said, “If an impure person who is defiled in soul should touch any of these, will he be defiled?” And the priests answered and said, “He will be defiled.” 14 And Haggai answered and said, “ ‘So is this people, and so is this nation before my face,’ says the Lord. ‘And so is all the work of their hands. And whoever should come near to that place shall be defiled for the sake of their early gains. They shall suffer because of their toils. And you hated those who rebuke at the gates. 15 And now indeed set in your hearts from this day onward, before laying a stone on a stone in the temple of the Lord, 16 who you were when you used to throw twenty satas of barley into a corn bin and it became ten satas of barley, and you used to enter into the wine vat to draw out fifty measures and twenty came. 17 I struck you, all the works of your hands with dearth, and with a blasting wind, and with hail, but you have not returned to me,’ says the Lord. 18 ‘Now subject your hearts from this day, and from now on, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, and from the day when the temple of the Lord was founded, consider in your hearts 19 whether anything will be recognized on the threshing floor; whether the vine and the fig tree and the pomegranate tree and the olive trees, those that do not bear fruit, will be recognized; but from this day I shall bless you.’ ” 

Zerubbabel, the Seal

20 And the word of the Lord came a second time to the prophet Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying, 21 “Say to Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, from the tribe of Judah, saying, ‘I am shaking heaven and earth and the sea and dry land. 22 And I shall overturn the thrones of kings and destroy the power of the kings of the nations, and I shall overturn the chariots and riders, and throw down horses and their riders, each with a sword against his brother. 23 On that day,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘I shall take you, O Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, my servant,’ says the Lord. ‘And I shall place you like a seal, for I have chosen you,’ says the Lord Almighty.” 





ZECHARIAH




A Call to Repentance

1 In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, saying, 2 “The Lord was angry concerning your ancestors with a great anger. 3 So you will say to them, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Turn to me,” says the Lord of hosts. “And I will turn to you,” says the Lord of hosts. 4 “So do not become like your ancestors, whom the former prophets summoned, saying, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Turn back from your evil ways and from your evil pursuits.” ’ But they did not listen, and they did not give heed to obey me,” says the Lord. 5 “Where are your ancestors? And will the prophets live for eternity? 6 But receive my words and my statutes, as many as I command with my spirit to my servants, the prophets, who took hold of your ancestors. And they replied and said, ‘Just as the Lord Almighty set himself against them to do to us according to our ways and according to our pursuits, thus he did to us.’ ” ’ ” 

A Vision of a Rider upon a Red Horse

7 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, saying, 8 “I have seen in the night, and behold, a man mounted upon a red horse. And this one stood between the hills of shade, and behind him were red and dapple gray and multicolored and white horses. 9 And I said, ‘What are these, Lord?’ And the angel, the one speaking with me, said to me, ‘I will show you what these things are.’ 10 And the man, the one standing between the hills, answered and said to me, ‘These are those whom the Lord sent forth to travel around the land.’ 11 And they answered the angel of the Lord, the one standing between the hills, and they said, ‘We have traveled around all the land, and behold, all the land has been settled and is at rest.’ 12 And the angel of the Lord answered and said, ‘O Lord Almighty, until when will you show no mercy to Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, which you have neglected these seventy years?’ 13 And the Lord Almighty answered the angel, the one speaking with me, beautiful words and comforting words. 14 And the angel, the one speaking with me, said to me, ‘Cry out, saying, “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘I have been jealous of Jerusalem and Zion with a great jealousy. 15 And with a great anger I am angry against the nations, the ones who join in attacking. Because, on the one hand, I was angry a little, but they joined in attacking for evil. 16 On account of this,’ says the Lord, ‘I will look upon Jerusalem with compassion, and my house will be rebuilt in it,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘And a measurement will still be stretched out upon Jerusalem.’ ” ’ 17 And the angel, the one speaking with me, said to me, ‘Cry out, saying, “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Yet cities will be spread with good, and the Lord will still show mercy for Zion and will choose Jerusalem.’ ” ’ ” 

A Vision of Four Horns and Four Carpenters

18 aAnd I lifted up my eyes and saw, and behold, four horns! 19 And I said to the angel, the one speaking with me, “What are these things, Lord?” And he said to me, “These are the horns, the ones that have scattered Judah and Israel and Jerusalem.” 20 And the Lord showed me four carpenters. 21 And I said, “What are these coming to do?” And he said, “These are the horns, the ones that scattered Judah and shattered Israel, and none of them lifted up its head. And these were going out to sharpen them, the four horns, into their hands, the nations who raised up their horn against the land of the Lord to scatter it abroad.” 




A Vision of a Man with a Geometrical Cord

2 And I lifted up my eyes and saw, and behold, a man, and in his hand was a geometrical cord. 2 And I said to him, “Where are you going?” And he said to me, “To measure Jerusalem, to see how long is its width and how long the length.” 3 And behold, the angel, the one speaking with me, stood, and another angel went out for a meeting with him. 4 And he said to him, saying, “Run and speak to that young man, saying, ‘Jerusalem will be fully settled from a multitude of humans and livestock in the middle of it. 5 “And I will become for it,” says the Lord, “a wall of fire surrounding it, and I will be the glory in the middle of it.” ’ ” 6 “Flee from the land of the north,” says the Lord, “because from the four winds of heaven I will gather you together,” says the Lord. 7 “Escape into Zion, the ones who dwell with daughter Babylon.” 8 Because this is what the Lord Almighty says: “From behind the glory he sent me against the nations, the ones plundering you, because the ones touching you are as ones touching the pupil of his eye. 9 Behold, I lay my hand upon them, and they will be spoils for the ones serving them. And you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me. 10 Delight, and cheer, O daughter of Zion, because behold, I am coming, and I will dwell in the middle of you,” says the Lord. 11 “And many nations will flee tob the Lord in that day, and they will be to him a people, and they will dwell in the middle of you, and you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to you. 12 And the Lord will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land and will still choose Jerusalem. 13 Let all flesh be afraid of the face of the Lord, for he will rise up from his holy clouds.” 




A Vision of the Clothing of Joshua

3 And the Lord showed me the great priest Joshua standing before the presence of the angel of the Lord, and the adversary stood to his right to resist him. 2 And the Lord said to the adversary, “The Lord rebuke you, O adversary! And the Lord, the one who chose Jerusalem, rebuke you! Behold, is this not as a firebrand removed from the fire?” 3 And Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and he stood before the face of the angel. 4 And he answered and said to the ones standing before his face, saying, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” And he said to him, “Behold I have removed your lawlessness. And clothe him with a robe 5 and put a clean turban on his head.” And they placed a clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the Lord stood nearby. 6 And the angel of the Lord warned Joshua, saying, 7 “This says the Lord Almighty: ‘You shall walk in my ways and observe my commands; then you will judge my house. And if you keep watch over my court, then I will give to you the ones returning in the middle of these who are established. 8 Hear then, Joshua, the great priest, you and the ones close to you, the ones seated before your face, since they are wonder-observing men. Because behold, I bring out my servant, Anatole.a 9 Because the stone that I gave before the face of Joshua, upon the one stone there are seven eyes. Behold, I am digging a pit,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and I will touch every injustice of that land in one day. 10 In that day,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘you will call together each of his neighbors under the vine and under the fig tree.’ ” 




A Vision of a Gold Lampstand

4 And the angel, the one speaking with me, turned and lifted me up in what manner when a person is awakened out of his sleep. 2 And he said to me, “What do you see?” And I said, “I have looked, and behold, an entirely golden lampstand, and the bowl over it, and seven lamps over it, and seven vessels for the lamps, for the ones over it, 3 and two olive trees in front of it, one to the right of its bowl and one to its left.” 4 And I asked and said to the angel, the one speaking with me, saying, “What are these things, O Lord?” 5 And the angel, the one speaking with me, answered and spoke to me, saying, “Do you not know what these things are?” And I said, “No, Lord.” 6 And he answered and said to me, saying, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel, saying, ‘Not with great power, nor with strength, but with my spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty. 7 ‘Who are you, O great mountain, to erect yourself before the face of Zerubbabel. And I will carry out the stone of the inheritance, with equality of grace, as the grace of it.’ ” 8 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 9 “The hands of Zerubbabel established this house, and his hands will finish it, and you will know that the Lord Almighty sent me to you. 10 For who disdains small days? And they will rejoice and see the stone made of tin in the hand of Zerubbabel. These seven eyes are the ones looking attentively on all the earth.” 11 And I answered and said to him, “What are these two olive trees, the ones to the right of the lampstand and to the left?” 12 And I asked a second time and said to him, “What are the two branches of the olive trees, the ones in the hands of the two golden vessels, the ones that pour through the golden vessel?” 13 And he said to me, “Do you not know what these things are?” And I said, “No, Lord.” 14 And he said, “These are the two sons of olive oil who stand near the Lord of all the earth.” 




A Vision of a Flying Sickle

5 And I turned and lifted up my eyes and saw and behold, a flying sickle. 2 And he said to me, “What do you see?” And I said, “I see a flying sickle, twenty cubits long and ten cubits wide.” 3 And he said to me, “This is the curse, the one going out upon the face of all the land, because every thief will be punished until death from this, and everyone who swears falsely will be punished from this. 4 And I will carry it out,” says the Lord Almighty, “and it will enter into the house of the thief and into the house of the one swearing in my name concerning lies, and it will settle in the middle of his house and finish it off, both its wood and its stones.” 

A Vision of a Woman in a Measurement

5 And the angel, the one speaking with me, went out and said to me, “Look up with your eyes and see what this is that is going out.” 6 And I said, “What is it?” And he said, “This is the measurement, the one going out.” And he said, “This is their injustice in all the earth.” 7 And behold, a talent of lead was being lifted up, and behold, one woman sat in the middle of the measurement. 8 And he said, “This is lawlessness.” And he threw it in the middle of the measurement, and he threw the stone of lead into its mouth. 9 And I lifted up my eyes and saw and behold, two women going out. And wind was in their wings, and these had wings of hoopoe birds, and they took up the measurement between the earth and the heavens. 10 And I said to the angel, the one speaking with me, “Where are these carrying the measurement?” 11 And he said to me, “To build a house for it in the land of Babylon, and to prepare so that they can place it there upon its foundation.” 




A Vision of Four Chariots

6 And I turned and lifted up my eyes and saw, and behold, four chariots going out from in the middle of two mountains, and the mountains were mountains of copper. 2 In the first chariot the horses were red, and in the second chariot the horses were black, 3 and in the third chariot the horses were white, and in the fourth chariot the horses were spotted dapple gray. 4 And I answered and said to the angel, the one speaking with me, “What are these things, O Lord?” 5 And the angel, the one speaking with me, answered and said, “These are the four winds of heaven going out to be near the Lord of all the earth, 6 in which the black horses were going out upon the land of the north, and the white ones went behind them, and the spotted ones went upon the land of the south. 7 And the dapple-gray ones went and looked attentively to go to travel around the land.” And he said, “Go, and travel around the land.” And they traveled around the land. 8 And they cried out and spoke to me, saying, “Behold, the ones going out upon the north land have put my wrath to rest in the north land.” 

The Crowning of Joshua

9 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 10 “Take the things out of captivity, from the rulers and from its useful ones and from the ones who know it, and you will enter in that day into the house of Josiah, the son of Zephaniah, the one who has come out of Babylon. 11 And you will take silver and gold, and you will make crowns and place them upon the head of the great priest Joshua, the son of Jehozadak. 12 And you will say to him, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Behold, a man; Anatolea is his name, and from beneath him he will rise up and build the house of the Lord. 13 And he will receive virtue, and he will sit and rule upon his throne, and the priest will be out of his right, and there will be a peaceful plan between both. 14 The crown will be for the ones remaining and its useful ones and for the ones acknowledging it. And it will be for creditb for the son of Zephaniah and for a song of praise in the house of the Lord. 15 And the ones far away from them will come and build in the house of the Lord, and you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to you. And it will exist if, while listening, you hear the voice of the Lord, your God.” ’ ” 




The Question concerning Fasting for Jerusalem

7 And it happened in the fourth year of King Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah on the fourth day of the ninth month, which is Chislev. 2 And the king and his men sent Sharezer and Regem-melech to Bethel to propitiate the Lord, 3 saying to the priests who are in the house of the Lord Almighty and to the prophets, “It has come here in the fifth month, the holy object, as he did already in plenty of years.” 4 And the word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying, 5 “Speak to all the people of the earth and the priests, saying, ‘If you fast or mourn in the fifth or in the seventh months—behold, for seventy years—you did not fast a fast for me, did you? 6 And if you eat or drink, are you not eating and drinking for yourselves? 7 Are not these the words that the Lord spoke through the hands of the previous prophets, when Jerusalem was settled and prospering, and its surrounding cities and the mountainous area and the plain were settled?’ ” 

8 And the word of the Lord came to Zechariah, saying, 9 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘You will judge with righteous judgments, and you will do mercy and compassion, each to his brother. 10 And do not oppress the widow and the orphan and the immigrant and the poor. And let not each one bear an evil grudge against his brother in your hearts. 11 And they refused to pay attention, and they gave their deranged back, and they weighed down their ears so as to not listen; 12 and they appointed their heart as resistant so as to not listen to my instruction and the words that the Lord Almighty sent through his Spirit, through the hand of the previous prophets, and great anger came from the Lord Almighty. 13 And it will be, in what manner he said, and they did not listen. So thus, they have cried out, but I will not listen,’ says the Lord Almighty. 14 ‘And I will cast them out into every nation that they did not know, and the land will be destroyed behind them from their traveling through and from their turning it upside down. And they have appointed choice land for destruction.’ ” 




A Message of Restoration and Rejoicing

8 And the word of the Lord Almighty came, saying, 2 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘I was jealous of Jerusalem and Zion with a great jealousy, and I have envied her with wrath.’ 3 This is what the Lord says: ‘I will return upon Zion and dwell in the middle of Jerusalem, and Jerusalem will be called the genuine city, and the mountain of the Lord Almighty will be called a holy mountain.’ 4 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Male elders and female elders will yet sit in the wide streets of Jerusalem, each having his staff in his hand, having lived for many days. 5 And the wide streets of the city will be full of young boys and young girls playing in its wide streets.’ 6 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Whether it seems impossible before the remnant of this people in those days, should it seem impossible even to me?’ says the Lord Almighty. 7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Behold, I am saving my people from the land of the east and from the land of the west, 8 and I will lead them and settle them in the middle of Jerusalem, and they will be to me a people, and I will be to them a God, in truth and in righteousness.’ 9 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Let your hands be strengthened, you who obeyed in these days these words from the mouth of the prophets, from the day that the house of the Lord Almighty was established and from the day in which the temple was built. 10 Because before those days, the wages of the people did not exist for profit, and the wages of the livestock were not present, and for the one going out and for the one going in peace from oppression did not exist; so I sent away all the people, each against his neighbor. 11 And now, I will not do to the remnant of this people according to the previous days,’ says the Lord Almighty. 12 ‘Rather, I will show peace; the vine will give its fruit, and the land will give its produce, and the sky will give its dew, and I will give an inheritance to the remnant of this my people all these things. 13 And it will be, the way you were as a curse among the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, thus I will deliver you, and you will be as a blessing. Be bold, and be strong in your hands!’ 14 Because this is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘The way I have intended to mistreat you, when your ancestors provoked me to anger,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and I did not reconsider, 15 thus I have set in order and intend in these days to do good to Jerusalem and the house of Judah. Be courageous! 16 These are the words that you should do: Speak truth, each to his neighbor; judge truth and make peaceful judgments in your gates; 17 and let each not consider the evil of his neighbor in your hearts; and do not love a false oath, since I have hated all these things,’ says the Lord Almighty.” 

18 And the word of the Lord Almighty came to me: 19 “The Lord Almighty says, ‘The fourth fast and the fifth fast and the seventh fast and the tenth fast will be for the house of Judah for joy and merriment, and for a good feast, so you will rejoice and love truth and peace.’ 20 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Yet many people will come, even ones who dwell in many cities. 21 And those who dwell in five cities shall come together into one city, saying, “Let us go to pray before the face of the Lord and to seek out the face of the Lord Almighty; and I myself will go.” 22 And many people and many nations will come to seek out the face of the Lord Almighty in Jerusalem and to propitiate the face the Lord.’ 23 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In those days if ten men from every tongue of the nations should seize, then let them seize the fringe of the garment of a Judean man, saying, “We will go with you, because we have heard that God is with you.” ’ ” 




The Judgment of Israel’s Enemies

9 The oracle of the word of the Lord. 

In the land of Hadrach and Damascus is his sacrifice, 

because the Lord will oversee the people 

and every tribe of Israel. 

2 And in Hamath among its borders, Tyre and Sidon, 

because they have very much understanding. 

3 And Tyre built a stronghold for itself 

and stored up silver as dust, 

and gold as the mud of the road. 

4 And on account of this the Lord will inherit them, 

and he will strike its power into the sea, 

and this one will be consumed in fire. 

5 Ashkelon will see and fear, 

and even Gaza will feel very much pain, 

and Ekron, 

because it will be ashamed concerning its transgressions; 

and the king will perish from Gaza, 

and Ashkelon will not be settled. 

6 And foreigners will dwell in Ashdod, 

and I will take down the pride of foreigners. 

7 And I will lift up their blood out of their mouth, 

and their abominations out of the middle of their teeth. 

But even these will be spared for our God, 

and they will be as a captain in Judah, 

and Ekron will be like the Jebusites. 

8 And I will set under my house an encampment 

so that no one may pass across, 

not even to turn back; 

and it should surely not attack against them, 

no longer driving them away, 

because now I have seen with my eyes. 

9 Rejoice very much, O daughter of Zion; 

announce, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

Behold, your king comes to you, 

righteous and able to keep alive; 

he is humble and mounted upon a mule, 

even a young foal of an ass. 

10 And he will utterly destroy chariots from Ephraim, 

and a horse out of Jerusalem, 

and a warlike bow will be utterly destroyed, 

even a number of them; 

and there will be peace from the nations, 

and he will rule waters to seas and rivers, 

the passageway of the land. 

11 And you, in the blood of your covenant, 

sent away your prisoners from a pit that has no water. 

12 Drop down in the strongholds, 

O prisoners of the assembly, 

and in place of one day of your exile 

I will repay you double. 

13 Because I stretched you, O Judah, 

for myself like a bow; 

I filled Ephraim; 

and I shall awaken your children, O Zion, 

against the children of the Greeks, 

and I will touch you like a sword of a fighter. 

14 And the Lord will be upon them, 

and he will come out like a lightning bolt, 

and the Lord Almighty will sound with a war trumpet, 

and he will come with a surge of his anger. 

15 The Lord Almighty will protect them, 

and they will consume them, 

and they will overwhelm them with sling stones, 

and they will drink them like wine, 

and they will fill up a shallow bowl like an altar. 

16 And the Lord, their God, will save them in that day, 

his people like sheep, 

since like holy stones 

they will roll down upon his land. 

17 Because if anything is good, it is from him; 

and if anything is beautiful, it is him; 

grain for young men 

and a fragrant wine for virgins. 




The Lord Providentially Cares for His People

10 Ask rain from the Lord, 

according to the early season 

and late in the season. 

The Lord made a sign, 

and he will give winter rain to them, 

to each herb in the field. 

2 Because the ones who speak spoke troubles, 

and the seers have false visions, 

and they were speaking false dreams; 

they proposed pointless ideas through this. 

They will be dried up like sheep, 

and they were afflicted, 

because there was no healing. 

3 “My wrath is provoked against the shepherds, 

and I will visit upon the lambs; 

and the Lord God Almighty will examine his flock, the house of Judah, 

and he will appoint them as his beautiful horse in battle. 

4 And from him he looked out attentively, 

and from him he appointed, 

and from him was a bow in wrath; 

from him everyone who drives out will go out with it. 

5 And they will be like warriors 

walking on mud in the roads in battle, 

and they will set up an army, 

because the Lord is with them, 

and the horse riders will be dishonored. 

6 And I will prevail over the house of Judah, 

and I will preserve the house of Joseph, 

and I will establish them, 

because I have loved them; 

and they will be as though I had not turned them back, 

because I am the Lord, their God, 

and I will hear them. 

7 And they will be like the warriors of Ephraim, 

and their heart will be glad, as if with wine, 

and their children will see and be gladdened, 

and their heart will be glad concerning the Lord. 

8 I will make known to them, 

and I will receive them, 

because I will redeem them, 

and they will be multiplied as they were many. 

9 And I will sow them among the people, 

and the ones from afar will remember me; 

they will rear their children, 

and they will return. 

10 And I will return them from the land of Egypt, 

and from Assyria I will receive them, 

and to Gilead and to Lebanon I will bring them in, 

and not even one of them will be left behind. 

11 And they will pass through a narrow sea, 

and they will strike the waves in the sea, 

and all the depths of the rivers will dry up. 

And every pride of Assyria will be removed, 

and the scepter of Egypt will be taken away. 

12 And I will prevail over them in the Lord, their God, 

and in his name, they will boast,” says the Lord. 




The Two Shepherds

11 Open your doors, O Lebanon, 

and let fire devour your cedar trees. 

2 Let the pine tree cry out, 

because the cedar has fallen, 

because great men have suffered greatly. 

Cry out, O oak trees of Bashan, 

because the thickly wooded thicket has been destroyed. 

3 There is a sound of mourning shepherds, 

because their greatness has suffered misery; 

there is a sound of roaring lions, 

because the pride of the Jordan has suffered misery. 

4 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Herd the sheep of slaughter, 5 which those who acquired them slaughtered, and they did not repent. And those selling them were saying, ‘Blessed is the Lord, and we have become rich,’ and their shepherds did not suffer anything for them. 6 On account of this, I will not have pity any longer on the ones who dwell in the land,” says the Lord. “And behold, I hand over the people, each into the hands of his neighbor and into the hands of his king, and they will cut down the land, and I will not rescue them out of their hand.” 7 So I will shepherd the sheep of the slaughter into the land of the Canaanites. And I will take for myself two rods; the one I called “Beauty” and the other I called “Allotment”; and I will shepherd the sheep. 8 And I will lift up three shepherds in one month, and my life will be hardened against them, for even their lives howl against me. 9 And I said, “I will not shepherd you. The thing that dies, let it die; and the thing that remains, let it remain; and as for the remaining, let them be devoured, each one the flesh of his neighbor.” 10 And I will take my rod, the beautiful one, and I will put it away in order to scatter abroad my covenant, which I disposed with all the people. 11 And it will be scattered abroad in that day, and the Canaanites will acknowledge the guarded sheep for me, because this is the word of the Lord. 12 And I will say to them, “If it is good before you, give me my wages or forbid it.” So, they established my wages as thirty pieces of silver. 13 And the Lord said to me, “Drop them into the smelting furnace, and I will search out if it is good, in what manner it is tested concerning them.” So, I took the thirty pieces of silver and cast them into the house of the Lord, into the smelting furnace. 14 And I threw away the second rod, Allotment, to scatter abroad the possession between Judah and Israel. 

15 And the Lord said to me, “Yet once more, take for yourself the equipment of a shepherd, of an unskillful shepherd. 16 Because behold, I will raise up a shepherd upon the earth. He will not visit the perishing, and he will not seek the scattered, and he will not restore the shattered, and he will not direct the intact, and he will devour the meat of the chosen, and he will dislocate their joints.” 

17 Oh, you who tend the pointless things, 

and you who leave behind the sheep. 

There will be swords upon his arm 

and upon his right eye. 

His arm, drying up, will dry up; 

and his right eye, being blinded, will be made blind. 




The Lord Delivers Jerusalem

12 The oracle of the word of the Lord concerning Israel. The Lord says, the one stretching out heaven and laying the foundation of the earth and forming the breath of a person in him, 2 “Behold, I set Jerusalem as a doorway to be shaken by all the surrounding people, and in Judah there will be a fortified enclosure against Jerusalem. 3 And it will be in that day, I will set Jerusalem as a trampled stone by all nations; everyone who tramples it when mocking will mock. And all the nations of the land will be gathered together against it. 4 In that day,” says the Lord Almighty, “I will strike every horse with terror and its rider with madness—but on the house of Judah I will open my eyes—and all the horses of the people I will strike with blindness. 5 And the captains of Judah will say in their hearts, ‘We will find for ourselves the ones who dwell in Jerusalem in the Lord Almighty, their God.’ 

6 “In that day I will set the captains of Judah as a firebrand of fire in firewood and as torches of fire in straw, and they will devour from the right and from the left all the people from all around, and Jerusalem will settle itself down again, even in Jerusalem. 7 And the Lord will save the tents of Judah just as from the beginning, so that the pride of the house of David and the elation of the ones who reside in Jerusalem might not be increased over Judah. 8 And it will be in that day, the Lord will protect over the ones who reside in Jerusalem, and the weak will be among them in that day like David, and the house of David will be like the house of God, like an angel of the Lord before them. 9 And it will be in that day, I will desire to remove all the nations coming against Jerusalem. 

10 “And I will pour out upon the house of David and upon the ones who dwell in Jerusalem a spirit of grace and of mercy, and they will look attentively to me, because they danced triumphantly; and they will mourn for it with a mourning as for a beloved friend, and they will be grieved with a grief as for the firstborn. 11 In that day the mourning in Jerusalem will increase like the mourning for a pomegranate orchard that is cut down in a plain. 12 And the land will mourn, tribes by tribes, the tribe of the house of David according to itself and its women according to themselves, the tribe of the house of Nathan according to itself and its women according to themselves, 13 the tribe of the house Levi according to itself and its women according to themselves, the tribe of the Shimeites according to itself and its women according to themselves, 14 all the tribes who remain, a tribe according to itself and its women according to themselves. 




The Lord Cleanses Israel

13 “In that day every place will be laid open for the house of David and those who dwell in Jerusalem for removal and for separation. 2 And it will be in that day,” says the Lord Sabaoth, “I will utterly destroy the names of the idols from the earth, and there will no longer be a memory of them. And I will remove the false prophets and the unclean spirit from the land. 3 And it will be, if a person should still prophesy, even his father and his mother, who brought him forth, will say to him, ‘You should not live, because you have spoken false things against the name of the Lord.’ And his father and his mother, who brought him forth, will bind him while he prophesies. 4 And it will be in that day, the prophets will be ashamed, each of his vision while he prophesied, and they will put on a cloak made of hair, because they lied. 5 And he will say, ‘I am not a prophet, because I am a person working the land, because a human brought me forth from my youth.’ 6 And I will say to him, ‘What are these wounds between your hands?’ And he will say, ‘Those with which I was wounded in the house of my beloved.’ ” 

7 “A sword has been raised up against my shepherds 

and against my male citizen,” says the Lord Almighty. 

“Strike the shepherds, and remove the sheep, 

and I will lay my hand upon the small. 

8 And it will be in all the earth,” says the Lord. 

“Two of its parts will be utterly destroyed and come to an end, 

but the third part will be spared in it. 

9 And I will carry over the third part through fire, 

and I will make them red-hot like silver tried by fire, 

and I will test them like gold that has been tested. 

He will call on my name, 

and I will hear him, 

and I will say, ‘This is my people,’ 

and he will say, ‘The Lord is my God.’ ” 




The Lord as King over All the Earth

14 Behold, the days of the Lord are coming, and your spoils will be divided among you. 2 And I will gather together all nations against Jerusalem for war, and the city will be conquered, and the houses will be snatched away, and the women will be defiled, and half of the city will go out in captivity; but the rest of my people will not be utterly destroyed from the city. 3 And the Lord will go out and set up an army against those nations, just like the day of his arrangement in a day of war. 4 And in that day his feet will be placed upon the Mount of Olives, the one opposite Jerusalem from the east, and the Mount of Olives will be separated, half to the east and to the sea, a very great abyss; and half of the mountain will slope to the north, and half of it to the south. 5 And the ravine of my mountains will be shut up, and the ravine of the mountains will be joined to Azal, and it will be blocked up just as it was blocked in the days of the earthquake in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah. And the Lord, my God, will be present and all the holy ones with him. 

6 And it will be in that day, there will be no light and life and frost. 7 It will be for one day—and that day is known to the Lord—and not a day and not a night, and toward evening there will be light. 8 And in that day living water will go out from Jerusalem, half of it into the first sea, and half of it into the last sea, and in summer and in spring it will be thus. 9 And the Lord will be king upon all the earth; in that day the Lord will be first and his name first. 10 One will surround all the earth and the wilderness from Geba to Rimmon down south to Jerusalem. But Ramah will remain upon the place, from the gate of Benjamin to the place of the first gate to the gate of the corners and to the tower of Hananel, to the vessels of the king. 11 They will dwell in it, and it will no longer be accursed, and Jerusalem will reside confidently. 

12 And this will be the falling by which the Lord will slaughter all the people, as many as made war against Jerusalem: Their flesh will melt while they have stood upon their feet, and their eyes will run out of their sockets, and their tongues will melt in their mouth. 13 And it will be in that day, a great terror of the Lord will come upon them, and each one will seize the hand of his neighbor, and his hand will be joined to the hand of his neighbor. 14 And Judah will set up an army in Jerusalem, and it will gather together the strength of all the people from all around—gold and silver and clothing for a great multitude. 15 And this will be the falling of the horses and the mules and the camels and the asses and of all the livestock, the ones that are in those camps, according to this falling. 

16 And it will be, as many as were left behind from all the nations, the ones who came upon Jerusalem, they will go up yearly to worship the king, the Lord Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of the Tents. 17 And it will be, as many as do not go up from every tribe of the land to Jerusalem to worship the king, the Lord Almighty, even these will be added to those. 18 But if the tribe of Egypt does not go up nor come, then on them shall be the destruction by which the Lord will strike every nation, as many as do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tents. 19 This will be the sin of Egypt and the sin of all the nations, as many as do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tents. 20 In that day, there will be upon the bridle of the horse, “Holy to the Lord Almighty.” And the kettles will be in the house of the Lord like shallow bowls in front of the face of the altar. 21 And every kettle in Jerusalem and in Judah will be holy to the Lord Almighty. And all those sacrificing will come, and they will receive from them, and they will boil in them. And there will no longer be Canaanites in the house of the Lord Almighty in that day. 





MALACHI




God’s Love for Israel

1 The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by the hand of his messenger. Place it now upon your hearts. 

2 “I loved you,” says the Lord. But you said, “In what way have you loved us?” “Was not Esau the brother of Jacob?” said the Lord. “And I loved Jacob, 3 but I hated Esau, and I stationed his boundaries for destruction and his inheritance into gifts of desolation.” 4 Wherefore Edom will say, “It has been overthrown, but we will return and rebuild the desolate places.” This is what the Lord Almighty says: “They will build it up, but I will overthrow it, and it will be called for them borders of wickedness, and a people against whom the Lord has set himself against until eternity. 5 And your eyes will see, and you will say, ‘The Lord was made great beyond the borders of Israel.’ 

The Priests Despise God’s Name

6 “A son honors a father, and a servant his lord; so, if I am a father, where is my honor? And if I am Lord, where is my reverence?” says the Lord Almighty. “You are the priests, the ones who despise my name. But you said, ‘In what way did we despise your name?’ 7 By bringing to my altar polluted bread. But you said, ‘In what way did we pollute it?’ While you said, ‘The table of the Lord is polluted, and you scorned that which was placed on it.’ 8 So then if you should bring a blind animal for a sacrifice, is it not evil? And if you should bring a lame or unhealthy animal, is it not evil? Bring it now to your ruler to see whether he would receive you, whether he will receive your face,” says the Lord Almighty. 9 “And now, propitiate the face of your God and beg him. Through your hands these things have happened. Will I receive your faces from you?” says the Lord Almighty. 10 “Because the doors will be closed among you, so that he will not kindle my altar freely. It is not my desire to be among you,” says the Lord Almighty. “And I will not receive a sacrifice from your hands. 11 Because from the easta and to the west, my name has been honored among the nations. And in every place incense is brought to my name, and pure sacrifices, because great is my name among the nations,” says the Lord Almighty. 12 “But you have profaned it when you say, ‘The table of the Lord is polluted, and his prepared meat has been disdained.’ 13 And you said, ‘These things are from much toil,’ so I blew them away,” says the Lord Almighty. “And you brought in the spoils of war and the lame and the unwell. So, if you bring this as the sacrifice, should I receive them out of your hands?” says the Lord Almighty. 14 “But cursed is he who is able, and a male is present among his flock, and his vow is upon it, but he sacrifices a spoiled animal to the Lord, because I am a great king,” says the Lord Almighty. “And my name is famous among the nations. 




2 “And now, this is the commandment to you, O priests. 2 If you do not obey, and if you do not set in your heart to give honor to my name,” says the Lord Almighty, “then I will send upon you the curse, and I will bring curses upon your blessing, indeed I will curse it. And I will scatter abroad your blessing; and it will not be among you, because you did not set it in your heart. 3 Look, I am separating your shoulder, and I will scatter cattle innards on your face, cattle innards of feasts, and I will take you into it. 4 And you will know that I sent you this commandment, to be my covenant with the Levites,” says the Lord Almighty. 5 “My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave it to him so that in fear he would be feared, and he would keep away from the face of my name. 6 The law of truth was in his mouth, and injustice was not found in his lips. Leading in peace he came with me, and many turned from injustice. 7 Because the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and they will seek out a decision from his mouth, because he is a messenger of the Lord Almighty. 8 But you turn aside from the way and make many weak in the law. You break the covenant of Levi,” says the Lord Almighty. 9 “So I have made you despiseda and disowned among all the nations, because you did not observe my ways, but you have received a faceb in the law. 

Condemnation of Divorce

10 “Did not one God create you? Is there not one father of all of you? Why is it that each one deserted his brother to profane the covenant of your fathers? 11 Judah was deserted, and an abomination came to pass in Israel and in Jerusalem, because Judah profaned the sacred things of the Lord, things he loved, and pursued foreign gods. 12 The Lord will utterly destroy the person who does these things until he might even humble himself from the tent of Jacob and from bringing a sacrifice to the Lord Almighty. 13 And these things, which I hate, you do: You cover with tears the altar of the Lord, and with weeping and groaning from troubles. Yet is it worthy to look upon the sacrifice or to take an acceptable gift from your hands? 14 And you said, ‘Because of what?’ Because the Lord has testified between you and the wife of your youth, whom you deserted, even though she is your partner and the wife of your covenant. 15 And he did not make her good, yet she has the residue of his breath. And you said, ‘What other seed does God desire?’ So, observe in your spirit, and do not desert the wife of your youth. 16 But if, while hating, you dismiss your wife,” says the Lord God of Israel, “you will conceal the wrongdoing of your thoughts,” says the Lord Almighty. “So, observe in your spirit, and certainly do not desert your wife.” 




Condemnation of Skepticism

17 You are the ones irritating God with your words. But you said, “In what way have we irritated him?” When you say, “Everyone doing evil is good before the Lord, and with them he himself is pleased,” and “Where is the God of righteousness?” 3 1 “Look, I send my messenger, and he will observe the way before my face. And suddenly, the Lord, whom you seek, will come into his own temple. And the messenger of the covenant, whom you want, look, he comes,” says the Lord Almighty. 2 “But who will endure the day of his entrance, or who will stand in his appearance? Because he enters as a fire of a furnace and as a kind of cleansing. 3 He will sit, smelting and cleansing, as if it were silver and as if it were gold; and he will purify the children of Levi and pour them out just like gold and like silver, and they will become those who bring to the Lord a sacrifice in righteousness. 4 And the sacrifice of Judah and Jerusalem will please the Lord, just as in the days of eternity and just as the previous years. 5 And I will approach you with justice, and I will become a swift witness against the sorcerers and against the adulteresses and against the ones who swear oaths in my name, against liars and against those who defraud the wages of workers and who oppress the widow and who maltreat orphans and who pervert justice of the resident alien and who do not fear me,” says the Lord Almighty. 6 “Because I am the Lord, your God, and I do not change. 

The Nation Withholds Tithes

7 “And you, the sons of Jacob, are not far off from the injustices of your fathers. You pervert my statutes and do not observe them. Return to me, and I will turn to you,” says the Lord Almighty. “But you said, ‘In what way should we return?’ 8 Does a person deceive God? Because you are deceiving me. But you will say, ‘In what way do we deceive you?’ Because the tithes and the firstfruits are with you. 9 But, turning attention, you turn your attention and deceive me; the year has come to an end. 10 So bring all that which the earth produces into the treasury, and it will be his spoil in his house. Examine then in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “if I will not open for you the waterfalls of heaven, and it will pour out for you my blessing until it is sufficient. 11 And I will divide out food for you. And I will not utterly destroy the fruit of your land, and your vine, the one in the field, will not be weak,” says the Lord Almighty. 12 “And all the nations will bless you, because you will be a desired land,” says the Lord Almighty. 

The Nation’s Complaint

13 “You burden me with your words,” says the Lord. “But you said, ‘In what way have we spoken against you?’ 14 You said, ‘The one who serves God is pointless,’ and ‘What is gained that we observe his commandments and that we come as suppliants before the face of the Lord Almighty? 15 And now we bless foreigners, and all those doing evil are restored, and they stand against God and are preserved.’ ” 

16 The ones fearing the Lord speak against these things, each one to his neighbor. And the Lord regarded them and listened and wrote a book of memorial before him for the ones fearing the Lord and reverencing his name. 17 “And they will be for me,” says the Lord Almighty, “on the day that I will make them into a possession, and I will choose them the way a person chooses his son, the one serving him. 18 And you will turn, and you will see between the righteous and the wicked, and between the one serving God and the one not serving. 




4 a“Because look, the day comes, burning as a furnace, and it will consume them and all foreigners, and all the ones who do evil will become like straw, and the coming day will burn them up,” says the Lord Almighty. “And neither a root nor a branch will be left of them. 2 And the sun of righteousness will rise for you, the ones fearing my name, and there will be healing in his wings. And you will come and leap like little calves from the band spreading forth. 3 And you will trample the evil ones, because they will be like ashes under your feet, on the day that I will make,” says the Lord Almighty. 

The Exhortation for Faithfulness

4 a“And look, I am sending to you Elijah the Tishbite before the great and manifest day of the Lord comes, 5 who will restore the heart of a father to a son and the heart of a person to his neighbor, lest I should come and strike the land entirely. 

6 b“Remember the law of my servant Moses, as I commanded him in Horeb with all Israel, with commandments and decrees.” 





ISAIAH




Isaiah’s Vision

1 The vision that Isaiah son of Amoz saw, which he saw against Judea and against Jerusalem during the reign of Uzziah and Jotham and Ahaz and Hezekiah who ruled Judea: 

A Rebellious Nation

2 Hear, O heaven, and hearken, O earth, because the Lord has spoken: “I fathered and raised sons, but they have rejected me. 3 An ox knows its owner and a donkey the feeding trough of its master, but Israel has not known me and the people have not understood me.” 4 Woe to you, sinful nation, people full of sin, evil seed, lawless sons! You have forsaken the Lord, and you provoked the Holy One of Israel to anger. 5 Why should you be smitten still, continuing in lawlessness? Every head is in distress, and every heart is in sorrow. 6 From feet to head, neither a wound nor a bruise nor a purulent blow; there is no emollient to put on or oil or bandages. 7 Your land is deserted; your cities are burned. As for your territory, foreigners devour it before you, and it has been made desolate, overthrown by a foreign people. 8 The daughter of Zion will be left behind like a tent in a vineyard, and like a garden watcher’s hut in a cucumber bed, like a besieged city. 9 And if the Lord Sabaoth had not left us seed, we would have become like Sodom and we would have been made like Gomorrah. 

God Has Had Enough

10 Hear the word of the Lord, rulers of Sodom! Pay attention to the law of God, people of Gomorrah! 11 “What is the multitude of your sacrifices to me?” says the Lord. “I am full of burnt offerings of rams, and I do not wish for the fat of lambs and the blood of bulls and he-goats, 12 not even if you come to appear before me. For who sought these things from your hands? Trampling my court, 13 you shall not continue! If you bring fine flour, it is pointless. Incense is an abomination to me; I do not tolerate your new moon festivals and Sabbaths and great day. Fasting and rest, 14 and your new moons and your festivals, my soul hates. You have become excess to me; I will no longer forgive your sins. 15 When you stretch out your hands, I will turn back my eyes away from you; and if you increase your petition, I will not listen to you, for your hands are full of blood. 16 Wash yourselves; become clean! Remove the vices from your selves; desist from your vices before my eyes! 17 Learn to do good; seek out fair judgment; rescue one who has been wronged; give a fair judgment to the orphan and vindicate the widow. 18 And come let us dispute,” says the Lord, “and if your sins are like red, I will whiten them like snow; and if they are like scarlet, I will whiten them like wool. 19 And if you are willing and listen to me, you will eat the good things of the land. 20 But if you are not willing and do not listen to me, a sword will devour you!” For the mouth of the Lord has spoken these things. 

An Unfaithful City

21 How did a faithful city, Zion, full of justice, become a prostitute, she in whom justice slept in her, but now murderers do? 22 Your silver is not genuine; your innkeepers mix the wine with water. 23 Your rulers resist—companions of thieves, lovers of gifts, pursuers of rewards, not judging the fatherless, and disregarding the case of widows. 24 On account of this, this is what the Lord, the master, Sabaoth says: “Woe to you who have power over Israel, for my wrath will not cease among the opponents, and I will execute fair judgment from my enemies. 25 And I will bring my hand upon you and burn you into something clean; and I will destroy those who resist, and I will take all lawbreakers away from you. 26 And I will establish your judges as in earlier times, and your counselors as from the beginning; and after these things it will be called City of Righteousness, Faithful Metropolis Zion. 27 For her captivity will escape with justice and with mercy. 28 And the lawbreakers and the sinful will be shattered together, and those who forsake the Lord will be brought to an end, 29 since they will be ashamed because of their idols, which they preferred, and are ashamed at the gardens, which they desired. 30 For they will be like a terebinth tree that has cast off its leaves, and like an orchard that does not have water. 31 And their strength will be like a stalk of flax, and their workings like a spark, and the lawbreakers and the sinful will be burned up together, and there will be no quencher.” 




The Mountain of the Lord

2 The word that came to Isaiah son of Amoz about Judea and about Jerusalem: 

2 That the mountain of the Lord will be evident in the last days, and the house of God will be at the top of the mountains, and it will be raised above the hills, and all the nations will come to it. 3 And many nations will go and will say, “Come on and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord and into the house of the God of Jacob; and he will proclaim his way to us, and we will walk in it.” For a law will come out from Zion and a word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 And he will judge between the nations and will refute a great people, and they will break their swords into plows and their spears into sickles. And no nation will take a sword against a nation, and they will no longer study to make war. 

The Day of the Lord

5 And now, house of Jacob, come, let us go to the light of the Lord. 6 For he has released his people, the house of Israel, because, as it was from the beginning, their region has been filled with omens like the region of the foreigners, and many foreign children were born to them. 7 For their territory was filled with silver and gold, and there was no counting their treasures; and the land was filled with horses, and there was no counting their chariots. 8 And the land was filled with abominations, the works of their hands, and they worshiped the things their fingers made. 9 And a person bowed, and a man was made low, and I will certainly not forgive them. 10 And now, enter into the rocks and hide in the earth from the face of the fear of the Lord and from the glory of his strength, when he rises to shatter the earth. 11 For the eyes of the Lord are high, but humanity is low, and the height of humans will be brought low, and the Lord alone will be raised in that day. 12 For Lord Sabaoth’s day is against every insolent person and arrogant person and upon every high and lofty person, and they will be brought low, 13 and it is against every cedar of Lebanon of those that are high and lofty, and against every oak tree of Bashan, 14 and against every mountain and against every high hill, 15 and against every high tower and against every high city wall, 16 and against every sea ship and against every sight of ships of beauty. 17 And every person will be brought low, and humanity’s pride will fall; and the Lord alone will be raised in that day. 18 And they will conceal artificial gods, 19 bringing them into the caverns and into the clefts of the cliffs and into the holes of the earth from the face of the fear of the Lord and from the repute of his strength, when he stands to shatter the earth. 20 For in that day humanity will cast out its silver and golden idols, which they made to worship vain things and bats, 21 to enter into the holes of the solid rock and into the clefts of the rocks, away from the face of the fear of the Lord and away from the glory of his might, whenever he arises to shatter the earth. 




Judgment on Judea’s Leaders

3 Look now, the master, the Lord Sabaoth, will take away from Jerusalem and from Judea the powerful man and the powerful woman, power of bread and power of water, 2 a giant and a powerful man, and a warrior person, and a judge, and a prophet, and a diviner and an old man, 3 and a commander of fifty men, and an admirable counselor, and a skilled designer, and an intelligent student. 4 And I will establish youths as their rulers, and mockers will rule them. 5 And the people will clash, person against person; and a person will strike against his neighbor, the child against the old woman, the dishonored against the honored. 6 For a person will lay hold of his brother, or of the relative of his father, saying, “You have a garment; become our leader, and let my food be under you.” 7 And, answering, he will say in that day, “I will not be your leader, for in my house there is no bread or garment; I will be not leader of this people.” 8 Because Jerusalem is ruined, and Judea has collapsed, and their tongues are in the company of lawlessness—resisting the things regarding the Lord—since now their glory has been made low. 9 And the shame of their face stands against them, and they have publicized and exhibited their sin like Sodom. Woe to their soul, since they have planned an evil plan against themselves, 10 saying, “Let us bind the righteous because he is inconvenient to us!” Therefore, they will eat the products of their actions. 11 Woe to the lawbreaker; grievous things will happen to him according to the deeds of his hand. 12 My people, your exactors are gathering you up; and those who demand payback are lording it over you; my people, those who bless you are deceiving you, and they are disturbing the path of your feet. 13 But now the Lord will stand for judgment, and he will make his people stand for judgment. 14 The Lord himself will come for judgment with the elders of the people and with its rulers. But as for you, why did you burn my vineyard? And why is the robbery of the poor in your houses? 15 Why do you do wrong to my people? And why do you disgrace the face of the poor? 

Jerusalem’s Luxurious Women Humbled

16 This is what the Lord says: “Because the daughters of Zion were exalted, and they went with a high neck and with winks of the eyes and with the gait of the feet, trailing their shirts and at the same time playing amorously with their feet.” 17 And God will humble the leading daughters of Zion, and the Lord will expose their form. 18 In that day the Lord also will take away the glory of their clothing: hair clasps and fringes and pendants 19 and necklace and the makeup of their face 20 and the set of cosmetics of splendor and the bracelets and the anklets and the braiding and the rings and the right armlets and the earrings 21 and the purple-edged garments and the purple-decorated garments 22 and the housecoatsa and the transparent Laconian garments 23 and the purple and blue and scarlet and those woven with linen along with golden thread and blue and summer garments. 24 And there will be a cloud of dust in place of a sweet scent, and you will gird yourself with a rope instead of a belt, and you will have a bald head instead of gold ornamentation on your head, on account of your works; and you will gird yourself with sackcloth instead of a purple tunic. 25 And your finest son whom you love will fall by the sword. And your mighty will fall by the sword and will be brought low. 26 And the boxes of your ornamentations will mourn, and you will leave them behind, alone, and you will be dashed to the earth. 




The Protected Remnant

4 And seven women will seize one man, saying, “We will eat our own bread, and we will wear our own clothing, only let your name be given to us; remove our reproach!” 2 But on that day God will shine in counsel with glory upon the land, to raise and to glorify the remnant of Israel. 

3 And the remainder will be in Zion and the remnant in Jerusalem; all those recorded for life in Jerusalem will be called holy, 4 because the Lord will wash out the filth of the sons and daughters of Zion, and he will purge the blood from the middle of them by a spirit of judgment and a spirit of burning. 5 And it will come, and as for every place of the mountain Zion and all the places surrounding her, a cloud will shade them by day, and like smoke and burning fire light by night, and it will be covered with all the glory. 6 And it will serve as shade from the heat, and as shelter, and as a place hidden from the harshness and the rain. 




The Song of the Vineyard

5 I will sing now to the loved one a song of my beloved concerning my vineyard. The loved one got a vineyard, at a corner in a fertile place. 2 And I placed a fence around it, and I fenced it in, and I planted a vine of Sorekh, and I built a tower in the middle of it, and I dug a vat in it, and I waited for it to produce grapes, and it produced thorns. 3 And now, O those inhabiting Jerusalem, and person of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more shall I do for my vineyard that I did not do for it? Because I waited for it to produce grapes, but it produced thorns. 5 But now I announce to you what I will do to my vineyard. I will take away its fence, and it will become plunder; and I will take down its wall, and it will become a trampling ground. 6 And I will release my vineyard, and it will certainly not be trimmed or dug, and thorns will rise up in it as in a dry place, and I will command the clouds that the rain not wet it. 7 For the vineyard of the Lord Sabaoth is the house of Israel, and the person of Judah is the beloved new plant. I waited for it to produce fair judgment, but it produced lawlessness, and it produced not righteousness but screaming. 

Social Injustice Denounced

8 Woe to those who join house to house and bring field to field, so that they might take something of their neighbor’s. Will you not live alone on the land? 9 For these things were heard in the ears of the Lord Sabaoth; for if houses become many, great and lovely cities will become a desert, and there will be no people inhabiting them. 10 For where ten yokes of oxen work will produce one jar, and the one who sows six artabas will produce three measures. 

Woe to the Selfish

11 Woe to those who wake up early and pursue the sikera,a who stay late, for the wine will burn them up. 12 For with a lyre and a harp and kettledrums and flutes, they drink the wine, but they do not consider the deeds of the Lord, and they do not apprehend the deeds of his hands. 13 Therefore my people became captive, because they did not know the Lord, and it has become a multitude of corpses because of hunger and thirst for water. 14 And Hades has widened itself and has opened its mouth not to wait, and her glorious and great and rich and violent people will go down. 15 And a person will be brought low, and a man will be dishonored, and the lofty eyes will be brought low. 16 And the Lord Sabaoth will be exalted in judgment, and the holy God will be honored in righteousness. 17 And those plundered will feed like bulls, and lambs will eat the places deserted by those taken away. 

18 Woe to those who draw in the sins as with a long rope, and transgressions as with a strap of a heifer’s yoke, 19 who say, “With swiftness let him bring the things that he will do, so that we might see; and let the will of the Holy One of Israel come so that we might know it!” 

20 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who establish darkness as light and light as darkness, who establish bitter as sweet and sweet as bitter. 

21 Woe to those intelligent to themselves and wise in their own presence. 

22 Woe to your strong men who drink the wine, and rulers who mix the sikera,a 23 who justify the ungodly person for the sake of a gift, and who take away the right of the righteous. 24 Because of this, just as a stalk will be burned by a coal of fire and burned up by an uncontrolled flame, their root will be like chaff, and their shoot will rise up like a cloud of dust, for they did not want the law of the Lord Sabaoth, but they provoked the oracle of the Holy One of Israel. 25 And the Lord Sabaoth was inflamed with wrath over his people, and he put his hand on them, and he struck them, and he was provoked at the mountains; and their carcasses became like filth in the middle of the path, and in all these things his anger was not turned back, but still the hand is high. 26 Therefore, he will raise a signal among the nations afar, and he will whistle for them from the edge of the land; and look, they are coming swiftly, quickly! 27 They will not be hungry or tired or sleepy, and they will not sleep or unfasten their belts from their waist, and the straps of their sandals would not be broken, 28 whose arrows are sharp and their bows taut; the feet of their horses were reckoned as solid rock, the wheels of their chariots as a storm. 29 They rage like lions; they approach like a lion’s cubs; and he will seize and roar like a wild animal, and he will cast them out, and there will be no one who rescues them. 30 And he will roar because of them that day, like the sound of the sea rising, and they will look at the land, and look, there will be severe darkness in their distress. 




Isaiah’s Commission

6 And this happened in the year when Uzziah the king died: I saw the Lord seated on a high and raised throne, and the building was full of his glory. 2 And seraphim stood around him; each one had six wings,b and with two they were covering their face, and with two they were covering their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And one cried aloud to the other, and they were saying, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord Sabaoth; the whole land is full of his glory!” 4 And the lintel was lifted because of the sound that they were shouting, and the building filled with smoke. 5 And I said, “Oh, I am wretched, because I am pierced; for I live in the middle of a people having impure lips, being a person and having impure lips, and I have seen the king, the Lord Sabaoth, with my eyes!” 6 And one of the seraphim was sent to me, and in its hand it was holding a coal that it took with a holder from the altar. 7 And it touched my mouth and said, “Look, this has touched your lips and will take away your transgressions and will purge away your sins.” 8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go to this people?” And I said, “Look, I am here; send me!” 9 And he said, “Go and say to this people, ‘You will hear by hearing and not understand; and although looking, you will look and not see.’ 10 For the heart of this people has been thickened; and they have heard heavily with their ears, and they closed their eyes in case they see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I will heal them.” 11 And I said, “Until when, Lord?” And he said, “Until cities are desolated to the point of not being inhabited and houses to the point of there being no people, and the land will be left deserted.” 12 And after these things God will distance the people, and those left behind will increase on the land. 13 And still the tenth part is on it, and again it will become plunder like a terebinth tree and like an acorn when it falls from its case. 




The Syro-Ephraimite War

7 And this happened in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah: Rezin, king of Aram, went up with Pekah, son of Remaliah, king of Israel, to Jerusalem to fight against it, and they were not able to besiege it. 2 And it was reported to the house of David, saying, “Aram has come to an agreement with Ephraim!” And his soul was confounded, along with the soul of his people, the way a tree in a forest is shaken by the wind. 

The Meeting with Ahaz

3 And the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out for a meeting with Ahaz, you and your remaining son Jashub, to the reservoir of the high road of the fuller’s field. 4 And you shall say to him, ‘Be careful to be still and do not be frightened or let your soul be weak because of these two smoking firebrand timbers, for when my wrathful anger comes, I will heal again. 5 And as for the son of Aram and the son of Remaliah, because they planned an evil plan: 6 “We shall go up into Judea and, talking with them, we shall return them to us, and we shall rule it by the son of Tabeel.” 7 Thus says the Lord Sabaoth, “This plan will certainly not stand nor will it be. 8 But the head of Aram is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin; and yet within sixty-five years, the kingdom of Ephraim will cease being a people. 9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah, and if you do not trust, neither will you understand.” ’ ” 

The Sign of Immanuel

10 And the Lord continued to speak to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask for yourself a sign from the Lord your God, up to a depth or up to a height.” 12 And Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not test the Lord.” 13 And he said, “Hear now, house of David! Is it not a small thing for you to put up a fight with human? And how do you put up a fight with the Lord? 14 Because of this, the Lord himself will give you a sign: Look, the virgin will conceive in the womb and will bear a son, and you will call his name Immanuel. 15 He will eat butter and honey before he knows either to prefer evil or choose the good.” 16 Because before the child knows good or bad, he resists wickedness to choose good; and the land that you fear because of the face of the two kings will be forsaken. 17 But God will bring upon you and upon your people and upon the house of your father days that have not yet come since the day when Ephraim took away the king of the Assyrians from Judah. 

In That Day

18 And this will happen in that day: the Lord will whistle for flies, a swarm of which will be master over part of the river of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the territory of the Assyrians. 19 And they all will come among the ravines of the territory and in the caves of the cliffs and in the caverns and in every fissure. 20 In that day the Lord will shave the head of the king of the Assyrians with the hired razor across the river, and he will remove the hair of the feet and the beard. 21 And this will happen: In that day a person will raise a heifer of cattle and two sheep. 22 And this will happen: Because of the most abundant production of milk, every one remaining on the land will eat butter and honey. 23 And this will happen in that day: Every place where there might be a thousand vines worth a thousand shekels will become a dry place and a thistle. 24 They will enter there with dart and arrow because the whole land will be a barren place and a thistle. 25 And every cultivatable hill will be cultivated. Fear will not come upon that place, for it will change from a barren place and a thistle into a sheep pasture and an ox’s trampling ground. 




Quickly Plunder; Swiftly Capture

8 And the Lord said to me, “Take for yourself a scroll, of a new large kind, and write on it with a stylus of a person: ‘To do plunder of spoils swiftly, for it is present.’ 2 And make certain faithful people witnesses for me: Uriah and Zechariah son of Jeberechiah.” 3 And I came to the prophetess, and she conceived in the womb and she bore a son, and the Lord said to me, “Call his name Quickly Plunder, Swiftly Capture; 4 because before the child knows how to call father or mother, he will take the power of Damascus and the spoils of Samaria in the presence of the king of the Assyrians.” 

Fear the Lord and Trust Him

5 And the Lord continued to speak to me further: 6 “Because this people does not want the water of Shiloah that goes quietly, but wants to have Rezin and the son of Remaliah as king over you; 7 because of this, look, the Lord is bringing upon you the water of the mighty and abundant river: the king of the Assyrians and his glory; and he will rise up over every ravine of yours and will walk about on every city wall of yours. 8 And he will remove from Judea a person who will be able to lift a head or able to accomplish anything, and his encampment will be such as to fill the breadth of your territory.” God is with us. 9 Know, nations, and be overcome; listen as far as the farthest part of the land. Having become powerful, be overcome, for if you are powerful again, you will be overcome again. 10 And the Lord will disperse whichever plan you plan. And the word that you speak will stand not for you, because God is with us. 11 This is what the Lord says: “By the strong hand they resist the way of the path of this people, saying, 12 ‘Lest they say, “It is hard.” ’ For anything that this people might say is hard; but do not be frightened with its fear, neither be troubled.” 13 Sanctify the Lord himself, and he will be your fear. 14 And if you trust him, he will become a sanctuary for you, and you will not encounter him as an obstacle of stone or like a fall from a rock. But the houses of Jacob are in a snare, and those who sit in Jerusalem are in a pit. 15 Because of this, many among them will be powerless, and they will fall and be shattered, and people will approach and be taken in security. 

Seek Your Own God

16 Then those who seal the law not to learn will be evident. 17 And he will say, “I will wait for God, who turned back his face from the house of Jacob, and I will trust him. 18 Look, here am I, along with the children whom God has given me, and in the house of Israel they will become signs and wonders from the Lord Sabaoth, who dwells on Mount Zion.” 19 And if they say to you, “Seek the ventriloquists and those who speak from the earth, the empty talkers who speak from the belly,” shall not a nation seek after its own god? Why do they ask the dead about the living? 20 For he gave a law to be a help, so that they might not speak like this, about which there are no gifts to give. 21 And a severe famine will come upon you, and this will happen: As you hunger, you will be grieved, and you will speak badly regarding the ruler and your fathers; and they will look up into the heavens above. 22 And they will look to the earth below, and look, severe distress and darkness—oppression and straits and darkness—so that one cannot see; and the one who is in distress will not be at a loss for a time. 




The Birth of the Messenger of the Great Council

9 aDrink this first; act swiftly, territory of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, and the rest who are on the coast and across the Jordan, Galilee of the nations! 2 People going in darkness, see a great light! Those inhabiting a territory, a shadow of death, light will shine on you! 3 The greatest part of the people that you led down in your cheer will also be cheerful before you, like those cheerful during the harvest and just like those who divide up the spoils, 4 because the yoke laid on them and the rod on their neck has been taken away. For he shattered the rod of those demanding payment as in the day in the time of Midian, 5 because they will return as an exchange every robe and garment collected by trickery, and they will be willing, if they became burnt. 6 Because a child was born to us; a son was given to us whose leadership came upon his shoulder; and his name is called “Messenger of the Great Council,” for I will bring peace upon the rulers and health to him. 7 His leadership is great, and there is no boundary to his peace on the throne of David and his kingdom, to establish and take hold of it by justice and by righteousness, from now to eternity. The eagerness of the Lord Sabaoth will do these things. 

The Lord’s Anger against Arrogance

8 The Lord sent death upon Jacob and it came upon Israel. 9 And all the people of Ephraim and those staying in Samaria on the basis of pride and a high heart will know, saying, 10 “Bricks have fallen! But come, let us hew a stone and cut mulberry trees and cedars, and let us build ourselves a tower.” 11 And God will strike those rising up against Mount Zion, against him, and he will disperse his enemies: 12 Syria from the eastb and the Greeks from the west,c those who devour Israel with their whole mouth. Upon all these the wrath has not turned back, but still the hand is high. 13 And the people were not turned back until it was struck, and they did not seek the Lord. 

The Lord’s Anger against Deceivers

14 And the Lord took away from Israel head and tail, great and small, in one day; the old man and those impressed by faces (this is the front) 15 and a prophet teaching lawless things (this is the tail). 16 And those who congratulate this people will keep leading them astray, and they lead them astray so that they might swallow them. 17 Because of this, the Lord will not be cheerful at their youths, and he will show no mercy to their orphans and their widows, because they are all lawbreakers and evil, and every mouth speaks unrighteous things. At all these the wrath was not turned back, but still the hand is high. 

The Lord’s Anger against Lawlessness

18 And the lawlessness will be burned like fire, and like dry grass it will be consumed by fire, and it will be burned in the thicket of the woods, and everything around the hill will be consumed. 19 Because of the Lord’s wrathful anger, the whole land has been burned up, and the people will be burned up as by fire; a person will show no mercy to his brother. 20 But he will turn away to the right because he will be hungry, and he will eat from the left, and a person who eats the flesh of his arm will not be filled. 21 For Manasseh will eat of Ephraim, and Ephraim of Manasseh, because they will besiege Judah at the same time. At all these things the wrath is not turned back, but still the hand is high. 




The Lord’s Wrath against Wickedness

10 Woe to those who write wickedness; for when they write, they write wickedness, 2 turning aside justice for beggars, snatching away judgment from the laborers of my people, so that a widow becomes prey for them, and an orphan becomes plunder. 3 And what will they do on the day of punishment? For affliction will come to you from afar. And to whom will you flee to be helped? And where will you abandon your riches 4 not to fall into captivity? At all these things the anger is not turned back, but still the hand is high. 

The Judgment of Assyria

5 Woe to the Assyrians! The rod of my wrath and the anger is in their hands. 6 I will send my anger against a lawless nation, and I will order my people to make spoils and plunder and to trample the cities and to make them into a cloud of dust. 7 But he did not plan this way, and he has not considered this way in his soul, but his mind will also change to destroy not a few nations. 8 And if they say to him, “You alone are ruler,” 9 he will say, “Did I not take the territory above Babylon and Calneh, where the tower was built? And I took Arabia and Damascus and Samaria. 10 The way I took these, I will also take all the dominions.” Cry aloud, carved images in Jerusalem and in Samaria! 11 For in that way I did to Samaria and her handmade things, so I will do also to Jerusalem and to her images. 

12 And this will happen: when the Lord finishes doing everything in the mountain of Zion and Jerusalem, he will bring the ruler of the Assyrians upon the great mind and upon the exaltation of the glory of his eyes. 13 For he said, “In strength I will act and in the wisdom of intelligence I will remove nations’ boundaries, and I will plunder their strength, 14 and I will shake inhabited cities. And I will take the whole inhabited world in hand like a nest, and like abandoned eggs I will take them, and there is no one who will escape me or who might oppose me.” 15 Should an axe be glorified apart from the one who cuts with it? Or a saw be exalted apart from the one who pulls it, like one lifts a rod or timber? But it will not be so. 16 Rather, Lord Sabaoth will send dishonor on your honor, and burning fire will burn on your glory. 17 And the light of Israel will become a fire, and it will sanctify him with a burning fire, and it will consume the wood like hay. 18 On that day the mountains will disappear (also the hills and the forests), and it will devour from soul to flesh, and the one who flees will be like one who flees from a burning flame. 19 And those of them who remain will be a number, and a young child will record them. 

The Remnant of Israel

20 And this will happen on that day: those of Israel who remain will no longer be imposed on, and those of Jacob who are saved will no longer trust those who wronged them but will trust the holy God of Israel in the truth. 21 And those of Jacob who remain will trust a powerful God. 22 And if the people of Israel become like the sand of the sea, the remnant of them will be saved, completing an account and curtailing it in righteousness, 23 for the Lord will make a curtailed account with the whole inhabited land. 

The Assyrians Will Also Be Judged

24 Because of this, this is what the Lord Sabaoth says: “Do not be frightened, my people who dwell in Zion, of the Assyrians, for he will strike you with a rod, for I am bringing a blow against you to see a way of Egypt. 25 For a little longer and the anger will cease, but my wrath will be against their plan. 26 And God will rise up against them according to the blow of Midian in a place of oppression, and his wrath will come by the way of the sea toward the way of Egypt. 27 And this will happen in that day: his yoke will be taken away from your shoulder, and the fear of him will be taken from you, and the yoke will be destroyed from your shoulders. 28 For he will come into the city of Ai, 29 and he will pass into Megiddo, and in Michmash he will place his vessels, and he will pass by a ravine, and he will come into Ai; fear will take Ramah, Saul’s city; she will flee, 30 the daughter of Gallim; she will listen in Sa and will hear in Anathoth. 31 Also Madmenah is impressed, also those dwelling in Gebim. 32 Encourage them today to stay on the path; with your hand encourage the mountain, the daughter of Zion, even you hills in Jerusalem. 33 Look, the master, the Lord Sabaoth, will confound those held in esteem with strength; and those high with pride will be crushed, and the haughty will be made low. 34 And the haughty will fall by the sword, and Lebanon will fall with the haughty. 




The Rod from the Root of Jesse

11 And a rod will emerge from the root of Jesse, and a flower will come up from the root. 2 And God’s spirit will rest on him, a spirit of wisdom and intelligence, a spirit of counsel and strength, a spirit of knowledge and piety. 3 He will fill him with a spirit of the fear of God; he will not judge according to reputation or reprove according to speech. 4 Rather, he will render fair judgment to a low one, and he will reprove the low of the land; and he will strike the land with the word of his mouth, and with breath through his lips he will destroy ungodly things. 5 And he will be girded at the waist with righteousness and enclosed with truth at his sides. 6 And a wolf will feed together with a lamb, and a leopard will rest with a kid, and a little calf and a bull and a lion will feed together, and a small young child will lead them. 7 And an ox and a bear will feed together, and they will be together with their young, and a lion will eat straw like an ox. 8 And an infant child will lay its hand on an asp’s hole and on a bed of asps’ offspring. 9 And they shall surely do no wrong, nor will they be able to destroy anyone on my holy mountain because the whole land was filled with knowing the Lord, as much water covers the seas.a 10 And in that day there will be the root of Jesse and the one who rises up to rule nations; nations will put their hope in him, and his rest will be honor. 

The Vindication of the Remnant

11 And this will happen on that day: the Lord will continue to show his hand to be zealous for those of the people who remain, who were left behind by the Assyrians and from Egypt and from Babylonia and Ethiopia and from Elam and from the easta and out of Arabia. 12 And he will raise a sign toward the nations, and he will gather those of Israel who were destroyed, and he will gather from the four wings of the land those of Judah who were scattered. 13 And the zeal of Ephraim will be taken away, and the enemies of Judah will be destroyed; Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, and Judah will not distress Ephraim. 14 And they will fly in foreigners’ ships; together they will plunder the sea and those from the east and Edom; and first they will lay their hands on Moab, but first the sons of Ammon will listen. 15 And the Lord will desolate the sea of Egypt, and he will lay his hand on the riverb with a violent wind, and he will strike seven ravines in order for him to go through in sandals. 16 And there will be a passage for my people who remain in Egypt, and for Israel it will be like the day when he came out from the land of Egypt. 




A Song to the Lord

12 And on that day you will say, “I will praise you, Lord, for you were angered by me, and you turned back your wrath, and you showed mercy to me. 2 Look, my God is my savior; I will trust him, and I will not be frightened, for the Lord is my glory and my praise, and he has become salvation for me.” 3 And you will draw water with cheer from the streams of salvation. 4 And on that day you will say, “Sing of the Lord; shout his name; declare among the nations his glorious deeds; be mindful that his name is exalted! 5 Sing of the Lord’s name, for he has done high things; declare these things in all the land! 6 Rejoice and be cheerful, you who dwell in Zion, for the Holy One of Israel is exalted in her midst!” 




A Vision against Babylon

13 A vision that Isaiah son of Amoz saw against Babylon: 

2 On a hill of a plain lift up a sign; raise your voice to them; exhort with your hand: Open, O rulers! 3 I, even I, am appointing them! Giants are coming, rejoicing and boasting at the same time to fulfill my wrath. 4 A sound of many nations is on the mountains, like a sound of many nations, kings, and gathered nations. The Lord Sabaoth has commanded a heavily armed nation 5 to come from a land from afar, from the edge of the foundation of the heavens—the Lord and his heavily armed army—to spoil the whole inhabited land. 6 Wail, for the day of the Lord is near, and a crushing will come from God. 7 Because of this, every hand will be set free, and every soul of humanity will fear. 8 The elders will be troubled, and pangs will take hold of them like those of a woman giving birth, and they will wail one to another; and they will be amazed, and like a flame they will change their face. 9 For look! An incurable day of the Lord, of wrath and of anger, is coming to make the inhabited land desolate and to destroy the sinners from it. 10 For the stars of the heavens and Orion and all the world of the heavens will not give light, and it will be darkened when the sun rises, and the moon will not give its light. 11 And I will command disasterc for the whole inhabited land and for the impious people, their sins; and I will destroy lawless people’s insolence, and I will bring low the insolence of arrogant people. 12 And those left behind will be more valued than unsmelted gold, and a person will be more valued than the stone in Ophir. 13 For the heavens will be angry, and the earth will be shaken from its foundations because of Lord Sabaoth’s wrathful anger on the day when his wrath comes. 14 And those left behind will be like a little gazelle fleeing and like a wandering sheep, and there will be no one who gathers them, so that a person will be turned back to his people, and a person will be chased into his own territory. 15 For whoever is caught will be defeated, and those who are gathered together will fall by the sword. 16 And they will strike their children in front of them, and they will plunder their houses, and they will possess their women. 17 Look, I am rousing against you the Medes, who do not regard silver or have need of gold. 18 They will crush young men’s arrows, and they will surely show no mercy to your children; their eyes will not refrain even at your children. 19 And Babylon, which is called esteemed from the king of the Chaldeans, will be the way God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 20 It will not be inhabited for eternity, nor will they enter it for many generations, nor will Arabians go through it, nor will shepherds by any means rest in it. 21 And wild animals will rest there, and the houses will be filled with sound; and Sirens will rest there, and divine beings will dance there. 22 And donkey-centaurs will settle there, and hedgehogs will make dens among their houses. It is coming quickly, and it will not delay. 




Restoration of Israel

14 And the Lord will show mercy to Jacob, and he will again choose Israel; and they will rest in their land, and Giorasa will be added to them, and he will be added to the house of Jacob. 2 And nations will take them and lead them into their place, and they will inherit and increase in the land as bondmen and bondwomen; and those who captured them will be captives, and those who dominated them will be dominated. 

Dirge over the King of Babylon

3 And this will happen in that day: The Lord will give you rest from your pain and wrath, from your hard servitude with which you served them. 4 And you will take up this dirge over the king of Babylon, and you will say, “How the demander has stopped, and the taskmaster has stopped! 5 The Lord has crushed the yoke of the sinful, the yoke of the rulers. 6 After striking a nation in wrath with an incurable blow, hitting a nation with a blow of wrath that he did not spare, he rested, confident. 7 All the land cries out with cheer. 8 And the trees of Lebanon were cheerful at you, and the cedar of Lebanon: ‘Since you fell asleep, the one who strikes us has not gone up.’ 9 Hades below was embittered after meeting you; all the giants who ruled the land, who roused all the kings of the nations from their thrones, rose together with you. 10 All will answer and will say to you, ‘Even you were taken, just as we also were, and you were counted among us.’ 11 Your glory, your abundant cheer, went down into Hades; beneath you they will spread decay, and your covering will be a worm. 12 How the dawn-bringer, who rises early, fell from the heavens; the one who sends to all the nations was crushed into the earth. 13 But you said in your mind, ‘I will go up into the heavens; above the stars of the heavens I will set my throne! I will sit on a high mountain, upon the high mountains toward the north. 14 I will go up above the clouds; I will be like the Most High!’ 15 But now you will go down into Hades, and into the foundations of the earth. 16 Those who see you will be astonished at you and say ‘Is this the person who provokes the land, shaking kings, 17 making the whole inhabited land desolate? And he brought down its cities; he did not release those under attack.’ 18 All the nations’ kings fell asleep in honor, each person in his house. 19 But you will be thrown among the mountains like a loathed corpse, along with many dead, stabbed by swords, going down into the netherworld. The way a blood-stained garment will not be clean, 20 so neither will be you clean, for you destroyed my land and you killed my people. You will certainly not remain into eternity, evil seed! 21 Prepare your children to be slaughtered for the sins of their father, so that they might not rise and inherit the land and fill the land with war. 22 And I will rise against them,” says the Lord Sabaoth, “and I will destroy their name and remnant and seed.” This is what the Lord says: 23 “And I will make Babylonia deserted so that hedgehogs will inhabit it, and it will be as nothing; and I will make it a pit of clay for destruction.” 

The Word against Assyria

24 This is what the Lord Sabaoth says: “The way I have said, so it will be, and the way I have resolved, so it will remain, 25 to destroy the Assyrians upon my land and upon my mountains. And they will be like that which is trampled, and their yoke will be taken away from them, and their glory will be taken away from their shoulders.” 26 This is the plan that the Lord resolved over the whole inhabited land, and this is the high hand over all the nations. 27 For who will disperse what the holy God has resolved? And who will turn back his high hand? 

The Word against the Foreigners

28 In the year when King Ahaz died, this saying came: 

29 Do not be cheerful, all you foreigners, for the yoke of the one who wounds you has been crushed; for from the seed of serpents will come asps’ offspring, and their offspring will come out as flying serpents. 30 And poor people will feed through him, and poor people will rest upon peace. But he will destroy your seed with famine, and he will destroy those of you who remain. 31 Wail, O gates of the city! Wail, troubled cities, all foreigners, because smoke is coming from the north, and there is nothing that is needed for existence. 32 And what will the kings of nations answer? That the Lord founded Zion, and through him the low among the people will be saved. 




The Word against Moab

15 aThe word against Moab: 1 By night Moab will be destroyed, for by night the city wall of Moab will be destroyed. 2 Grieve over yourselves; for even Dibon, where your altar is, will be destroyed; there you will go up to weep, over Nebo of Moab. Wail! Baldness will be on every head, all arms cut in pieces! 3 In its streets gird yourselves with sackcloth and strike yourselves; wail upon its houses and in its lanes, all of you, with weeping! 4 Because Heshbon has cried aloud, also Elealeh; their voice was heard as far as Jahaz; because of this the loins of Moab cry out; its soul will know. 5 The heart of Moab cries out within it as far as Zoar, for she is a three-year-old heifer, and they will ascend to you on the ascent of Luhith, weeping; it cries out on the way of Horonaim: ruin and earthquake! 6 The water of Nimrim will be a desert, and its pasture will come to an end, for there will be no green pasture. 7 Even so, is it about to be saved? For I will bring Arabians upon the ravine, and they will take it. 8 For the shout has reached the border of Moab of Eglaim, and its wail as far as the well of Elim. 9 And the water of Dibon will be filled with blood, for I will bring Arabians upon Dibon, and I will take away the seed of Moab and Ariel and the remnant of Admah. 




The Destruction of Moab

16 I will send things like reptiles upon the land. Is the mountain of the daughter of Zion a deserted rock? 2 For you will be like a nestling taken away from a flying bird; you will be, daughter of Moab! Over many such things, O Arnon, 3 be resolved; make a shelter of grief for her through everything. At noon they flee in darkness; they were amazed; do not be led captive. 4 The fugitives of Moab will dwell beside you; they will be a shelter for you from the face of the pursuer, because your alliance was taken away, and the ruler who was trampling has perished from the earth. 5 And a throne will be restored with mercy, and he will sit on it with truth in David’s tent, judging and seeking a judgment and eagerly pursuing righteousness. 

6 We heard of the insolence of Moab, who is very insolent; I removed the arrogance. Not so is your oracle, not so! 7 Moab will wail, for in Moab everyone will wail. You will care for those who inhabit Deseth, and you will feel no misgiving. 8 The plains of Heshbon will mourn, Sibmah’s vine; gulping down the nations, you will trample its vines as far as Jazer. You will certainly not unite; may you wander the desert. Those who were sent have been forsaken, for they have gone across the sea. 9 Because of this, I will weep like the weeping Jazer for Sibmah’s vine. He knocked down your trees, Heshbon and Elealeh, because I will trample on your harvest and vintage, and everything will fall. 10 And cheer will be taken away, and rejoicing from the vineyard; and they will certainly not be cheerful in your vineyards; and they will certainly not tread wine into the vats, for it has ceased. 11 Because of this my belly will sound upon Moab like a lyre, and you restored my innards like a city wall. 12 And it will produce shame in you,a because Moab has grown weary over the altars, and it will enter its artificial gods in order to pray, and it will certainly not be able to extract him. 13 This is the word that the Lord spoke against Moab when he spoke. 14 And now I say, “In three years (of the years of a hired worker) the glory of Moab will be dishonored, all its great wealth, and it will be left few in number and without honor.” 




The Word against Damascus

17 bThe word against Damascus: 1 Look, Damascus will be taken away from among the cities, and it will become a calamity, 2 abandoned into eternity, a bed of flocks and a rest, and there will be no pursuer. 3 And no longer will it be strong enough for Ephraim to flee to for refuge, and no longer will there be a kingdom in Damascus, and the rest of the Syrians, for you are no better than the sons of Israel and their glory. 

4 This is what the Lord Sabaoth says: “In that day there will be a failing of the glory of Jacob, and the richness of his glory will be shaken. 5 And it will be just as if someone gathered a standing crop and reaped grain seed; and it will be just as if someone gathered grain in a solid ravine, 6 and a stalk was left in it; or like the fruit of an olive tree—two or three might be left on the highest extremity, or four or five on their branches.” This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 7 “On that day a person will trust the one who made him, and his eyes will look to the Holy One of Israel. 8 And they will certainly not trust the altars or in the works of their hands, which their fingers made, and they will not look to the trees or their abominations. 9 On that day your cities will be abandoned, the way the Amorites and the Hivites abandoned from the face of the sons of Israel, and they will be deserted.” 10 Because you abandoned God your savior and you did not remember the Lord your helper—because of this, you will plant an unfaithful plant and an unfaithful seed. 11 And on the day you plant, you will be led astray; and if you sow it in the morning, it will blossom for harvest on whatever day you allot it, and like a person’s father you allot it for your sons. 

Woe to the Nations

12 Woe to you, multitude of many nations! You will be troubled like a swelling sea, and the back of many nations will resound like water. 13 Many nations are like much water, as when much water rushes with force. And he will dismiss him and pursue him far, like chaff dust when they winnow in the wind, and like a squall carrying a cloud of dust from a wheel. 14 Toward evening also there will be grief; before morning also he will not be. This is the portion of those who plundered you and an inheritance for those who inherited you. 




Woe to Ethiopia

18 Woe to you, wings of a land of ships beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, 2 the one who sends hostages by sea and papyrus letters over the water. For nimble messengers will go to an uplifted nation, and who is beyond a foreign and harsh people? A hopeless and trampled nation. Now the rivers of the land 3 are all like an inhabited territory; their territory will be inhabited, as a sign is raised on a mountain; it will be heard like the sound of a trumpet. 4 For this is what the Lord said to me: “There will be security in my city like the light of midday heat, and it will be like a cloud of dew on harvest day.” 5 Before the harvest, when the blossom is finished and the unripe grape shoots up a blossom bearing sour grapes, he will take away the little clusters with pruning hooks, and you will take and cut off the branches 6 and leave them together for the birds of the heavens and for the wild animals of the earth. And the birds of the heavens will gather on them, and all the wild animals of the earth will come upon him. 7 At that time gifts will be brought up to the Lord Sabaoth from an afflicted and plucked people, and from a great people now and for eternal time a hopeful and trampled nation, which is in the part of the river of its territory, to the place where the name of the Lord Sabaoth is: Mount Zion. 




A Vision of Egypt

19 aA vision of Egypt: 1 Look, the Lord is sitting on a light cloud and will come to Egypt, and the artificial gods of Egypt will be shaken from itsb face, and their heart will be defeated within them. 2 And Egyptians will be raised against Egyptians, and each person will make war against his brother, and each person against his neighbor, city against city and district against district. 3 And the spirit of the Egyptians will be troubled within them, and I will scatter their plan, and they will inquire of their gods and their statues and those who speak from the earth and the ventriloquists; 4 and I will give Egypt into the hands of humans, harsh lords, and harsh kings will rule over them,” this is what the Lord Sabaoth says. 5 And the Egyptians will drink water beside the sea, but the river will come to an end and be dried up. 6 And the rivers and the canals of the river will come to an end, and every gathering of water will be dried up, even in every reed and papyrus marsh. 7 And the green reed grass, everything around the river and sown through the river, will be dried up, blasted by the wind. 8 And the fishers will groan, and all those who cast fish hooks into the river will groan, and those who cast large dragnets and the net-fishers will mourn. 9 And shame will take those who work the split flax and those who work the linen. 10 And those who work them will be in pain, and all those who make beer will be grieved, and they will be distressed in their souls. 11 And the rulers of Tanis will be foolish; as for the wise counselors of the king, their counsel will be foolish. How will you say to the king, “We are sons of intelligent people, sons of kings from the beginning.” 12 Where now are your wise? Then let them tell you, and let them say what the Lord Sabaoth has planned against Egypt. 13 The rulers of Tanis have come to an end, and the rulers of Memphis were exalted, and they will lead Egypt astray tribe by tribe. 14 For the Lord mixed them a spirit of straying, and they led Egypt astray in all their works, as the drunkard and the vomiter are led astray together. 15 And there will be no work for the Egyptians that will make head or tail, or beginning or end. 

16 But on that day the Egyptians will be like women, in fear and trembling from the face of the hand of the Lord Sabaoth, which he himself will lay upon them. 17 And the territory of the Judeans will be a terror to the Egyptians. Everyone who mentions it to them, they will be frightened because of the plan that the Lord has planned against it. 

18 On that day there will be five cities in Egypt that speak the Canaanite language and swear by the name of the Lord. The one city will be called “City of Asedek.” 

19 On that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the territory of the Egyptians and a stele to the Lord toward its border, 20 and it will be a sign into eternity to the Lord in the territory of Egypt, because they will cry out to the Lord because of those afflicting them, and he will send them a person who will save them; by judging, he will save them. 21 And the Lord will be known to the Egyptians, and the Egyptians will know the Lord on that day, and they will make sacrifices, and they will pray prayers to the Lord, and they will return. 22 And the Lord will strike the Egyptians with a blow, and he will heal them with healing, and they will return to the Lord, and he will listen to them, and he will heal them. 

23 On that day the road of Egypt will be to the Assyrians, and the Assyrians will enter into Egypt, and the Egyptians will go to the Assyrians, and Egyptians will serve the Assyrians. 

24 On that day Israel will be a third, along with the Egyptians and the Assyrians, praised in the land 25 that the Lord Sabaoth praised, saying, “Praised be my people that is in Egypt and that is among the Assyrians, and the land is my inheritance, Israel.” 




Naked and Barefoot

20 In the year when Tanathan entered into Ashdod, when he was sent by Arna king of the Assyrians and waged war against Ashdod and took it, 2 then the Lord spoke to Isaiah son of Amoz, saying, “Go, and remove the sackcloth from your loins and untie your sandals from your feet. And do so, going naked and barefoot.” 3 And the Lord said, “The way Isaiah my servant has gone naked and barefoot for three years, three years will become signs and wonders for the Egyptians and Ethiopians, 4 because this is how the king of the Assyrians will lead the captivity of Egypt and the Ethiopians, youths and seniors, naked and barefoot, covered with the shame of Egypt. 5 And, being inferior, they will be ashamed because of the Ethiopians, whom the Egyptians trusted, who were an honor to them. 6 And those who dwell on this island will say on that day, “Look, we were trusting to flee to them for help, to them who could not be saved from the king of the Assyrians! And how will we be saved ourselves?” 




The Vision of the Desert

21 aThe vision of the desert: 1 As a squall might pass through a desert, coming from a desert out of a land, fearsome 2 and harsh is the vision reported to me: the rejecter rejects; the lawless acts lawlessly; the Elamites and the ambassadors of the Persians are coming upon me; now I will groan and comfort myself. 3 Because of this, my loins have been filled with faintness, and pangs have taken me like the woman giving birth; I did wrong by not hearing; I was hasty by not seeing. 4 My heart goes astray, and lawlessness immerses me; my life stands in fear. 5 Prepare the table! Eat! Drink! Rise up, rulers, and prepare shields! 6 Because this is what the Lord God said to me: “Post a watchman for yourself, and report whatever you happen to see.” 7 And I saw two equestrian riders and a rider of a donkey and a rider of a camel. Listen with much hearing 8 and call Uriah to the lookout. The Lord said, “I stood through every day, and I stood over the camp the whole night.” 9 And look, he himself is coming, a rider of a pair of horses! And he answered and said, “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon; and all its statues and its handiworks have been crushed into the earth.” 10 Hear, you who remain and you who are distressed; hear the things I heard from the Lord Sabaoth. The God of Israel reported them to us. 

The Vision of Edom

bThe vision of Dumah: 11 He calls to me from Seir, “Guard the defenses!” 12 I guard them in the morning and at night. If you would seek, then seek, and dwell beside me; 13 you will sleep in the thicket at evening, in the way of Dedan. 14 Bring water for a meeting with the thirsty one, you who inhabit the territory of Teman! Meet with loaves of bread those who flee 15 because of the multitude of those murdered and because of the multitude of those who wander and because of the multitude of the sword and because of the multitude of the pulled arrows and because of the multitude of those who have fallen in the war. 16 For this is what Lord said to me, “A year further (like a year of a hired worker) the glory of the sons of Kedar will come to an end, 17 and the remaining arrows of the mighty sons of Kedar will be few,” for the Lord, the God of Israel, has spoken. 




The Word of the Valley of Zion

22 cThe word of the valley of Zion: 1 What happened to you, that now you have all gone up into pointless households? 2 The city is filled with those who cry out. Your wounded were not wounded by the sword, nor your dead dead in battle. 3 All your rulers have fled, and those who were captured are harshly bound, and those who have power among you have fled far. 4 Because of this, I said, “Leave me! I will weep bitterly; do not succeed in comforting me over the shattering of the daughter of my race.” 5 Because it is a day of trouble and destruction and trampling and misleading from the Lord Sabaoth in the valley of Zion. From small to great, they wander; they wander on the mountains. 6 And the Elamites, riding men on horses and a gathering of battle lines, took quivers. 7 And choicest ravines will be yours; they will be filled with chariots; and the horsemen will block your gates. 8 And they will uncover the gates of Judah and on that day look into the choicest houses of the city. 9 And they will uncover the secrets of the houses of the citadel of David. And they saw that they were many, and that he turned back the water of the old reservoir into the city, 10 and that they tore down the houses of Jerusalem for a stronghold wall for the city. 11 And you made for yourselves water between the two walls, farther in than the old reservoir. And you did not look to the one who made it from the beginning or see the one who created it. 12 And on that day the Lord, the Lord Sabaoth, called for weeping and lamentation and shaving and girding sackcloth. 13 But they acted with cheer and rejoicing, slaughtering calves and sacrificing sheep in order to eat meat and drink wine: “Let’s eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!” 14 And these things are revealed in the ears of the Lord Sabaoth, because this sin will not be forgiven you until you die. 

A Word against Shebna

15 This is what the Lord Sabaoth says: “Go into the priest’s chamber, to Shebna the treasurer, and say to him, 16 “Why are you here? And what is your business here, that you cut out here a tomb for yourself, and you made yourself a tomb at a high point, and you inscribed a tent for yourself on the rock?” 17 Look now, the Lord Sabaoth casts out and will rub out a man, and he will take away your robe and your esteemed crown, 18 and he will throw you into a great and immeasurable territory, and there you will die. And he will turn your fine chariot into dishonor; also your leader’s house. 19 And you will be removed from your stewardship and from your position. 20 And this will happen on that day: I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 21 and I will clothe him with your robe, and I will give him your crown according to power, and your stewardship I will give into his hands, and he will be like a father to those who live in Jerusalem and to those who live in Judah. 22 And I will give the glory of David to him, and he will rule, and there will be no one who opposes him. And he will shut, and there will be no one to open. 23 And I will set him up as leader in a secure place, and he will become a throne of the glory of his father’s house. 24 And every esteemed person in his father’s house, from small to great, will trust him, and they will be dependent on him 25 on that day. This is what the Lord Sabaoth says: “The person who has been firmly set in a secure place will be removed and will be taken away and fall, and the glory that was upon him will be utterly destroyed, for the Lord has spoken.” 




The Word against Tyre

23 aThe word of Tyre: 1 Wail, ships of Carthage, for it has perished, and they no longer come from the land of the Cypriots; it has been led captive. 2 To whom have those living on the island, traders of Phoenicia, become comparable, crossing the sea 3 with much water, the seed of traders? The traders of the nations are like when a harvest is being gathered. 4 “Be ashamed, Sidon,” said the sea; and the strength of the sea said, “I did not have pangs or give birth or rear young men or raise maidens.” 5 But when it is heard in Egypt, pangs will take them concerning Tyre. 6 Go away to Carthage; wail, you who dwell on this island! 7 Was this not your insolence from the beginning, before she was handed over? 8 Who planned these things against Tyre? Is it weaker? Is it not strong? Its merchants are esteemed, rulers of the land! 9 The Lord Sabaoth planned to undo all the insolence of the esteemed and to dishonor every esteemed person on the land. 10 Work your land, for even ships no longer come from Tarshish. 11 But your hand that provoked kings no longer has power over the sea; the Lord Sabaoth commanded concerning Canaan to destroy its power. 12 And they will say, “You will surely no longer continue to abuse and to wrong the daughter of Sidon! Even if you go away to Cyprus, not even there will there be rest for you; 13 and to the land of the Chaldeans, even this has been made desolate by the Assyrians; its wall has fallen. 14 Wail, ships of Carthage, because your fortress is destroyed. 15 And this will happen on that day: Tyre will be abandoned for seventy years, like a king’s time, like a person’s time. And this will happen after seventy years—Tyre will be like a song of a prostitute: 16 “Take a lyre; roam O city, forgotten prostitute! Play the lyre well; sing many things, so that there might be remembrance of you. And this will happen after seventy years: God will examine Tyre, and it will be restored back to the ancient way, 17 and it will be a marketplace for all the kingdoms of the inhabited world upon the face of the earth. 18 And her commerce and income will be something holy to the Lord. All her commerce will be collected not for them but for those who live in the presence of the Lord, to eat and drink and be filled, and as a memorial contribution in the presence of the Lord. 




Judgment on the World

24 Look, the Lord is destroying the inhabited world and will desolate it, and he will uncover its face and scatter those living in it. 2 And the people will be like the priest, and the servant like the lord, and the maid like the lady; the buyer will be like the seller, the lender like the borrower, and the debtor like him to whom he owes. 3 The land will be ruined with ruin, and the land will be plundered with plundering, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken these things. 4 The land mourned, and the inhabited world was ruined; the exalted of the land mourned. 5 And the land acted lawlessly because of those inhabiting it, because they transgressed the law and changed the ordinances, an eternal testament. 6 Because of this, a curse will devour the land, because those inhabiting it sinned; because of this, those living in the land will be poor, and few people will be left. 7 Wine will mourn; a vine will mourn; all those things that cheer the soul will groan. 8 The cheerfulness of drums has ceased; the stubbornness and wealth of impious people has ceased; the sound of the lyre has ceased. 9 They were ashamed; they did not drink wine; the sikeraa became bitter to those drinking it. 10 Every city is desolated; he will close a house so that it cannot be entered. 11 Wail over the wine everywhere; all cheer has ceased. 12 Deserted cities will remain; and abandoned houses will be destroyed. 13 All these things will happen in the land, in the middle of the nations. The way someone gleans an olive tree, so will they glean them, even if the harvest has ceased. 14 These people will call out with a cry, but those left behind on the land will be cheered at the same time by the glory of the Lord. The water of the sea will be troubled. 15 Because of this, the glory of the Lord will be among the islands of the sea; the name of the Lord will be esteemed. 

Woe to Those Who Break Faith

16 O Lord God of Israel,afrom the wings of the land we have heard wonders: “Hope for the pious one!” And they will say, “Woe to you who reject, you who reject the law!” 17 Fear and a pit and a trap are upon you who dwell on the land. 18 And this will happen: The one who flees fear will fall into the pit, and the one who steps out of the pit will be caught by the snare, because windows were opened from the heavens, and the foundations of the earth were shaken. 19 The land will be troubled with trouble, and the land will be challenged with challenge. 20 It tipped over like the one who gets drunk and is inebriated; and the land will be shaken like a garden watcher’s hut, for lawlessness prevailed over it, and it will fall and certainly not be able to get up. 

21 And God will bring his hand against the order of the heavens and against the kings of the earth. 22 And they will gather a company from it into a prison and shut them up in a fortress; the examination of them will last for many generations. 23 And the brick will melt away and the wall will fall, because the Lord will reign from Zion and for Jerusalem, and he will be held in honor in the presence of the elders. 




A Song of Praise

25 O Lord God, I will glorify you; I will sing of your name, because you did wondrous deeds, an ancient, true plan; so be it. 2 Because you set cities into a heap, cities that are fortified so that their foundations should not fall; a city of the impious will certainly never be built. 3 Because of this, the poor people will praise you, and cities of mistreated people will praise you. 4 For you have become a helper for every low city and a shelter for those who are disheartened because of need; you will rescue them from evil people, a shelter for the thirsty and a breath for the mistreated, 5 like fainthearted people thirsting in Zion because of impious people to whom you handed us over. 6 And the Lord Sabaoth will act for all the nations on this mountain; they will drink cheer; they will drink wine; 7 they will anoint themselves with perfume. On this mountain deliver all these things to the nations, for this plan is against all the nations. 8 Death, having power, swallowed; and again the Lord God took away every tear from every face; he took away the reproach of the people from all the land, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 9 And on that day they will say, “Look! Our God on whom we had been hoping! Indeed, he will save us. This is the Lord; we waited for him, and we kept rejoicing; we will also delight over our salvation.” 10 God will give rest on this mountain, and Moab will be trampled down the way they tread a threshing floor with wagons. 11 And he will send out his hands; the way he brought himself low to destroy, he will also bring low his insolence against things that he set his hands. 12 And he will bring down the height of the refuge of your wall, and they will go down to the ground. 




A Song of Judah

26 On that day they will sing this song against the land of Judea: “Look, a strong city! And he will make its wall and surrounding wall a salvation. 2 Open the gates! Let a people that keeps righteousness and keeps truth enter, 3 that lays hold of truth and that keeps peace. Because in you with hope 4 they hoped, Lord, until eternity, the great, eternal God, 5 who, bringing them low, took down those who live in haughty places. You will overthrow secure cities and take them down to the ground, 6 and meek and low people’s feet will tread on them. 7 The pious people’s path has become straight; the way of the godly is also prepared. 8 For the path of the Lord is judgment; we hoped in your name and in the remembrance 9 that our soul desires. Beginning in the night my breath rises early to you, God, because your ordinances are light on the land. Learn righteousness, you who dwell on the land. 10 For the impious has ceased; everyone will certainly not learn righteousness on the land; he will surely not enacta truth. The impious should be taken away so that he does not see the glory of the Lord. 11 Lord, your arm is high, and they have not seen it; but when they know it, they will be ashamed. Zeal will take hold of an undisciplined people, and now fire will consume the opponents. 12 O Lord, our God, give peace to us; for you have delivered all things to us. 13 Take possession of us, O Lord; we do not know any other except you; we name your name. 14 But the dead certainly will not see life, and healers will certainly not rise up. Because of this you have brought and destroyed, and you have taken away every male of theirs. 15 Give evils to them, Lord, give evils to the esteemed of the land. 

16 “Lord, in distress I remembered you; with a little distress was your discipline toward us. 17 And as the woman in labor approaches childbirth, and cries out at her pangs, this is how we have become to your beloved. 18 Because of fear of you, O Lord, we conceived in the womb and had pangs and gave birth; we made a windb of your deliverance on the land, but all those who dwell on the land will fall. 19 The dead will rise, and those in the tombs will be raised, and those in the earth will be cheerful; for the dew from you is a remedy for them, but the land of the impious will fall.” 

20 Go, my people, enter into your chambers; shut your door; hide a little whilec until the anger of the Lord passes. 21 For look, the Lord is bringing from the holy place the anger against those dwelling upon the land; and the land will uncover its blood, and it will not cover up the slain. 




God Rescues the Vineyard

27 On that day God will bring the holy and great and mighty sword against the dragon, a fleeing serpent, against the dragon, a twisted serpent; he will slay the dragon. 

2 On that day a beautiful vineyard; a desire to begin with it.d 3 I am a fortified city, a besieged city; I will water it pointlessly, for it will be captured by night, and by day the wall will fall. 4 There is no city that did not seize it. Who will assign me to guard a stalk in a field? I assigned it because of this warring city. Accordingly, because of this, the Lord did all that he ordained. I have been burned up. 5 Those who dwell in it will cry out, “Let us make peace!” 6 Those who come are children of Jacob; Israel will sprout and bloom, and the inhabited world will be filled with his fruit. 7 Would he also be struck just as he himself struck? And would he be slain just as he himself slayed? 8 Fighting and reproaching, he will send them away. Were you not trying by the harsh wind to slay them with a wind of wrath? 9 Because of this, the lawlessness of Jacob will be taken away. And this is his praise: When I take away his sin, when they make all the stones of the altars broken up like fine dust, and surely their trees will not remain, and their idols will be cut out just like a forest far away. 10 The inhabited flock will be neglected, like an abandoned flock, and for a long time it will be a pasture, and there they will rest. 11 And after some time there will be nothing green in it, because it will be dried up. Women who come from a spectacle, come! For there is no people that has intelligence. Because of this, the one who made them will surely not have pity, and the one who formed them will surely not show mercy. 

12 And this will happen on that day: God will fence in the people from the channel of the river as far as the Rhinokorura. But as for you, gather the sons of Israel one by one. 

13 And this will happen on that day: they will trumpet with the great trumpet, and those who have been destroyed in the territory of the Assyrians and those who have been destroyed in Egypt will come and bow down before the Lord on the holy mountain, Jerusalem. 




Woe to the Crown of Insolence

28 Woe to the crown of insolence, the hired workers of Ephraim, the blossom that fell from the glory upon the top of the fertilea mountain, those who get drunk without wine! 2 Look! Mighty and harsh is the wrath of the Lord, like hail with no protection, rushing down, rushing down with force like a great mass of water sweeping a territory, for the land will produce repose by its hands. 3 And the crown of insolence, the hired workers of Ephraim, will be trampled down by feet. 4 And the blossom that fell from the hope of life upon the topmost point of the high mountain will be like an early fig; the one who sees it, before taking it into his hand, will want to swallow it. 5 On that day the Lord Sabaoth will be the crown of hope, woven of glory for the people who remain. 6 They will remain on a wind of judgment, on judgment and power, preventing destruction. 7 For these are those who commit sin with wine; they were led astray because of the sikera;b priest and prophet have lost their senses because of the sikera; they were swallowed up by the wine; they were shaken by the drunkenness; they were led astray; this is an omen! 8 A curse will devour this plan, for this plan was made for the sake of greediness. 9 To whom did we report evil things, and to whom did we report a message? Those who have been weaned from milk, who have been torn from the breast? 10 Accept “oppression upon oppression, hope upon hope, yet a little, yet a little,” 11 because of the contempt of lips, through a different tongue, because they will speak to this people, 12 saying to them, “This is the rest for the hungry, and this is the ruin.” And they did not want to hear it. 

13 And the oracle of the Lord to them will be, “Oppression upon oppression, hope upon hope, yet a little, yet a little,” so that they should go and fall back and be crushed and in peril and captured. 

14 Because of this, hear the word of the Lord, you afflicted men and rulers of this people in Jerusalem. 15 Because you said, “We have made a covenant with Hades and treaties with death; if a rushing squall passes by, it will certainly not come upon us; we have made a lie our hope, and by a lie we will be protected.” 16 Because of this, this is what the lord Lord says: “Look, I am casting into the foundations of Zion a precious choice stone, a valuable cornerstone into its foundations, and the one who trusts will certainly not be disgraced. 17 And I will turn judgment into hope, and my mercy into balances, and those who trust a lie pointlessly; for a storm will not pass by you, 18 lest it also take away your covenant of death; and your hope toward the netherworld will certainly not stand fast; if a rushing storm comes, you will become a trampling ground by it. 19 When it passes by, it will take hold of you. Early, early it will pass by during the day, and at night it will be an evil expectation. Learn to listen. 20 We are cramped, unable to fight, and we are too weak ourselves for us to be assembled. 21 Like a mountain of impious people, the Lord will rise up, and he will be in the ravine of Gibeon; he will do his deeds with wrath, a deed of bitterness. But his wrath will deal unfavorably, and his corruption unfavorably. 22 And you, may you not be cheerful or your bonds strong, because I have heard from the Lord Sabaoth about deeds that will be completed and cut short, that he will do against all the land. 

God’s Wrath Will Not Last Forever

23 Give ear and hear my voice! Pay attention and hear my words! 24 Will a plowman plow the whole day? Or will he prepare the seed before working the land? 25 When he levels its face, then does he not sow a little black cumin and cumin, and again he sows wheat barley and millet and emmer within your boundaries? 26 And you will be disciplined by the judgment of God, and you will be cheerful. 27 For black cumin is not purified by harshness, and a wagon wheel will not be led around over the cumin; rather black cumin is shaken with a rod, and cumin 28 will be eaten with bread, for I will not be angry at you for eternity, nor will the sound of my bitterness trample you. 29 And these wonders came forth from the Lord Sabaoth. Deliberate! Raise a pointless appeal! 




Jerusalem Besieged

29 Woe to you, city of Ariel, against which David waged war! Gather produce year after year! Eat, for you will eat with Moab. 2 For I will squeeze Ariel, and its strength and wealth will be mine. 3 And like David, I will surround you; and I will place an entrenched camp around you, and I will put towers around you. 4 And your words will be brought low into the earth, and into the earth your words will sink, and your voice will be like those who call from the earth, and your voice will be weak, down toward the ground. 5 And the wealth of the impious will be like a cloud of dust from a wall, and the multitude of those who oppress you like dust carried along; and it will happen as a moment, suddenly 6 from the Lord Sabaoth, for there will be an examination with thunder and quaking and a great sound, a rushing storm and a consuming flame of fire. 7 And the wealth of all the nations will be like one who dreams during the sleep of night, every nation that waged war against Jerusalem and all those who are waging war against Jerusalem and all those who gathered together against it and afflicted it. 8 And like those who drink and eat in their sleep, and when they awake the dream is to no avail, the way the one who is thirsty dreams as if he were drinking and when he awakes, he is still thirsty, and his soul hoped in vain, so will be the wealth of all the nations, every one that waged war against the mountain of Zion. 

Unwillingness to Listen

9 Be feeble and out of your senses! Be intoxicated not from sikeraa or from wine. 10 Because the Lord has made you drunk with a wind of bewilderment; and he will close the eyes of them and their prophets and their rulers, those who see the secrets. 11 And all these sayings to you will be like the words of the sealed scroll, which if they give it to a person who understands letters and say, “Read these things!” he will say, “I am unable to read it, for it has been sealed.” 12 And this scroll will be given into the hands of a person who does not understand letters, and he will say to him, “Read this!” and he will say, “I do not understand letters.” 13 And the Lord said, “This people approaches me with their mouth, and with their lips they honor me, but their heart remains far from me. And they are pious to me pointlessly, teaching human rules and instructions. 14 Because of this, Look! I will continue to change this people, and I will change them, and I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and I will hide the intelligence of the intelligent.” 

The Lord Will Restore Jacob

15 Woe to those who make a plan deeply, and their deeds will be in darkness, and they will say, “Who has seen us, and who will know us or what we are doing?” 16 Will you not be reckoned as the clay of the potter? Surely the shape will not say to the one who shapes it, “You did not shape me.” Or the thing made to the one who makes it, “You did not make me intelligently.” 17 It is no longer a little while and Lebanon will be changed as Mount Carmel, and Carmel will be considered a forest. 18 And on that day deaf people will hear the words of a scroll, and the eyes of blind people will see in the darkness and in the fog, 19 and poor people will rejoice with cheer because of the Lord, and those people who are despairing will be filled with cheer. 20 A lawless person has come to an end and an arrogant person has perished, and those acting lawlessly in vice have been utterly destroyed, 21 even those who make people sin in word. And they will set up an obstacle for all those who reprove in the gates because they have turned the righteous aside unjustly. 22 Because of this, this is what the Lord says about the house of Jacob, which he set apart from Abraham: “Not now will Jacob be ashamed, and not now will his face change. 23 Rather, when their children see my deeds, they will sanctify my name because of me, and they will sanctify the holy one of Jacob, and they will fear the God of Israel.” 24 And those who wander by the wind will know understanding, and those who grumble will learn to listen, and the faltering tongues will learn to speak peace. 




Pharaoh’s Help Is Shame

30 “Woe to you, rebellious children!” says the Lord. “You have made a plan that is not through me and treaties that are not through my spirit, add sins to sins, 2 you who are going to go down into Egypt, but they did not ask me, to be helped by Pharaoh and to be sheltered by the Egyptians. 3 Pharaoh will be a shelter for you for shame and a reproach for those who trust in Egypt. 4 Because in Tanis there are evil leading messengers; 5 they will labor pointlessly for a people that will not benefit them with aid but rather with shame and reproach. 

The Vision of the Desert Animals

The vision of the quadrupeds that are in the desert: 6 In oppression and distress are a lion and a cub of a lion; from there also asps and the offspring of asps who were bringing their wealth on donkeys and camels to a nation that will not benefit them. 7 The Egyptians will benefit you to no avail and ineffectively; report to them, “This summoning of you is to no avail.” 8 Now then, sit and write these things on a tablet and in a scroll, because these things will be for days of time and as long as into eternity. 9 Because it is a reistant people, lying sons who are unwilling to listen to the law of God, 10 who say to the prophets, “Do not report that to us,” and to those who see the visions, “Do not speak that to us, but rather speak to us and report to us a different deception; 11 and turn us back from this way; remove this path from us, and remove the oracle of Israel from us.” 12 Because of this, this is what the Holy One of Israel says: “Because you resisted these words and hoped on a lie, and because you grumbled and began trusting on this word; 13 because of this, this sin will be for you like a wall that falls suddenly when a secure city is captured, whose fall comes suddenly; 14 and its fall will be like the breaking of a clay vessel, tiny pieces from a jar, so that there cannot be found among them a shard in which you will carry fire and whistle a little water. 15 This is what the lord Lord says, the Holy One of Israel: “When you turn back, you groan; then you will be delivered, and you will know where you were; when you put trust in the things without avail, your strength came to no avail, and you were unwilling to listen. 16 Instead you said, ‘We will flee on horses!’ Because of this, you will flee! And ‘We will be upon swift riders!’ Because of this, those pursuing you will be swift! 17 At the voice of a single person, a thousand will flee, and at the voice of five, many will flee, until you are left like a pole on a mountain and like one who carries a standard on a hill. 18 And again God will remain to have pity on you, and because of this, he will be exalted to show mercy to you, because the Lord your God is a judge. Blessed are those who remain for him. 

The Lord Will Heal His People

19 Because a holy people will reside in Zion, and Jerusalem has wept with weeping, “Have mercy on me!” he will show mercy to you for the sound of your crying. When he saw it, he listened to you. 20 And the Lord will give you the bread of oppression and scant water, and those who mislead you will not approach you any longer, because your eyes will look at those who mislead you, 21 and your ears will hear the words of those who mislead you from behind, those who say, “This is the way, let us go on it, whether right or left.” 22 And you will defile the silver-plated and gold-plated idols; you will make them into tiny pieces, and you will scatter them like the water of a woman who is sitting apart,a and you will thrust them out like dung. 23 Then there will be rain for the seed of your land, and the bread of the produce of your land will be an abundance and rich. And on that day your livestock will be fed at a fertile and spacious place. 24 Your bulls and cattle that work the land will eat straw prepared with winnowed barley. 25 And on every lofty mountain and on every high hill, there will be running water on that day, when many will perish, when towers will fall. 26 And the light of the moon will be like the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be sevenfold on the day when the Lord heals the injury of his people, and he will heal the pain of your wound. 

Judgment on Assyria

27 Look, the name of the Lord comes over time, burning wrath. The oracle of his lips is with glory; the oracle is full of anger, and the angry wrath will devour like fire. 28 And his breath, like sweeping water in a ravine, will come up to the neck and will split to trouble nations at pointless wandering; and wandering will pursue them, and it will take hold of them to their face. 29 Surely it is not the case that it is necessary for you to always be cheerful and enter into my holy places always as if observing a feast, and enter into the mountain of the Lord with the flute, as if rejoicing toward the God of Israel? 30 And the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard, even to display the wrath of his arm with wrath and anger and a devouring flame. He will thunder with violence even like water and hail carried down together with force. 31 For through the Lord’s voice the Assyrians will be defeated by the blow with which he strikes them. 32 And for him it will be all around, whence was their hope of aid, that he himself trusted; they will make war on him with tambourines and lyres, by way of a change. 33 For before some days you must repay. Surely it is not the case that also it was prepared for you to rule a deep ravine, piled timber, fire, and much wood? The wrath of the Lord is like a ravine burning with brimstone. 




Egypt Is Unreliable

31 Woe to you who go down to Egypt for aid, who trust horses and chariots (for they are many) and on very many horses but did not trust the Holy One of Israel and did not seek the Lord. 2 And he is wise; he kept bringing evils against them, and his word will certainly not be disregarded. And he will rise against evil people’s houses and against their pointless hope. 3 (An Egyptian, a person, and no god! Muscles of horses, and it is not a help!) But the Lord will set his hand against them, and the helpers will grow weary, and together all will perish. 4 Because this is what the Lord said to me: “The way the lion roars, or the cub over the prey that he took, and cries out over it until the mountains are filled with its voice and they were overcome and they were terrified of the mass of the wrath, so the Lord Sabaoth will go down to make war against Mount Zion, against its mountains.” 5 Like flying birds, so the Lord Sabaoth will shield Jerusalem; he will protect and rescue and preserve and save it. 6 Turn, you who are planning a deep and lawless plan, O sons of Israel, 7 because on that day, the people will disown their silver handiworks and golden artificial gods that their hands made. 8 And Assyria will fall; no man’s sword or person’s sword will devour him, and he will not flee from the face of a sword, but the young men will be a loss. 9 For they will be encompassed by a rock, as if by an entrenched camp, and they will be defeated, and the one who flees will be captured. This is what the Lord says: “Blessed is he who has seed in Zion and relatives in Jerusalem.” 




The Future Righteous Kingdom

32 For look, a righteous king will reign, and rulers will lead with judgment. 2 And the person will keep hiding his words, and he will be hidden as if from rushing water, and he will appear in Zion like a rushing river, esteemed in a thirsting land. 3 And they will no longer trust humans, but rather they will set their ears to listen. 4 And the heart of the weak will be proper to listen, and the faltering tongues will quickly learn to speak peace. 5 And they will no longer tell the foolish to rule, and your assistants will no longer say, “Be quiet!” 6 For the fool will speak foolish things, and his heart will think pointless things, to accomplish lawless things and to speak error against the Lord, to scatter hungering souls; and he will cause the souls that thirst to be empty. 7 For the counsel of evil people will plan lawless things, to ruin low people by unjust words and to scatter lowly people’s words in judgment. 8 But pious people have planned intelligent things, and this counsel will remain. 

Complacent Women

9 Rise up, wealthy women, and listen to my voice; you daughters with hope, hear my words! 10 Make remembrance of this year’s day, in pain with hope; the harvest has been consumed; it has ceased; it will not come any longer. 11 Be astounded; grieve, you confident women; strip; become exposed; gird your loins 12 and strike yourselves on your breasts because of a yearning for a field and the produce of the vine. 13 The land of my people will come up thorns and grass, and from every house cheer will be taken away. Wealthy city, 14 abandoned houses will give up a city’s wealth and houses of desire; and the villages will be caverns until eternity, cheer for wild donkeys, a pasture for shepherds, 15 until a wind comes upon you from on high; and Carmel will be deserted, and Carmel will be considered a forest. 16 And fair judgment will rest in the desert, and righteousness will settle in Carmel. 17 And the deeds of righteousness will be peace, and righteousness will control rest, and they will be secure until eternity. 18 And his people will dwell in a city of peace, and they will dwell confidently, and they will rest with wealth. 19 And the hail, if it comes down, will not come upon you, and those who dwell in the forests will be secure, as in the plain. 20 Blessed are those who sow on all the water where ox and donkey tread. 




A Plea for Deliverance

33 Woe to those who distress you (but no one makes you distressed, and the one who rejects you does not reject). Those who reject will be captured, and they will be handed over. And like a moth on a garment, so they will be defeated. 2 Lord, show mercy to us for we trust you; the seed of the resistant has turned into destruction, but our deliverance is in a time of oppression. 3 Because of the voice of fear, peoples were amazed because of their fear of you, and the nations were scattered. 4 But now your spoils will be gathered, those of small and of great, the way one gathers a grasshopper, so they will ridicule you. 5 God who dwells on high is holy; Zion was filled with fair judgment and righteousness. 6 By the law, they will be handed over. Our deliverance is in storehouses; there are wisdom and knowledge and piety toward the Lord; these are storehouses of righteousness. 

Those You Fear Will Fear You

7 Look, now! These people will be frightened with fear of you; those whom you feared will cry out because of you. Messengers will be sent bitterly weeping, begging for peace, 8 for the ways of these people will be made desolate; the fear of the nations has ceased, and the covenant with these people is being revoked, and you will certainly not consider them people. 9 The land has mourned; Lebanon was put to shame; Sharon has become marshes; Galilee and Carmel will be visible. 10 “Now I will rise,” says the Lord. “Now I will be glorified; now I will be exalted.” 11 Now you will see; now you will perceive. The strength of your breath will be to no avail; fire will devour you. 12 And nations will be burned up like a thorn in a field, thrown out and burned up. 

The Lord, the Righteous King

13 Those far away will hear the things that I did; those who come near will know my strength. 14 The lawbreakers in Zion departed; trembling will take hold of the impious. Who will report to you that a fire is burning? Who will report to you the eternal place? 15 One who walks in righteousness, who speaks a straight way, who hates lawlessness and wrongdoing and who shakes off his hands from gifts, who dulls his ears so that he does not hear a judgment of blood, who shuts his eyes so that he does not see wrongdoing. 16 This one will reside in a high cave of a strong rock; bread will be given to him, and his water will be secure. 17 You will see a king with glory; your eyes will see a land from afar. 18 Our soul will meditate on fear: Where are the scholars? Where are the advisors? Where is the one who numbers those who grow up, 19 a small and great people? One with whom he has not counseled or known deep speech, so that a disparaged people would not hear and there is no comprehension for the hearer. 20 Look, the city of Zion is our salvation! Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a wealthy city: tents that certainly will not be shaken; and the pegs of its tent will not be moved for eternal time, and its cord will certainly not be broken, 21 because the name of the Lord is great to you. There will be a place for you, rivers even two fathoms broad and spacious. You will not go this way, nor will a ship go driving along. 22 For my God is great; the Lord will not pass me by. The Lord is our judge; the Lord is our ruler; the Lord is our king; he will save us! 23 Your cords have broken because they did not grow strong; your mast bent over; it will not release the sails; it will not raise a signal until it is handed over for plunder. Accordingly, many who are lame will make plunder. 24 And surely the people who dwell in them shall not say, “I am weary,” for the sin has been forgiven them. 




Judgment on the Nations

34 Draw near, nations, and listen, rulers! The land and those in it should hear, the inhabited world and the people in it. 2 Because the Lord’s wrath is against all the nations, and his anger against their number, to destroy them and to give them over for slaughter. 3 And their wounded and dead will be thrown away, and their odor will come up, and the mountains will be drenched by their blood. 4 And all the powers of the heavens will be melted. And the heavens will be rolled up like a document, and all the stars will fall like leaves from a vine, and as leaves fall from a fig tree. 5 My sword has been made drunk in the heavens. Look, it will come down upon Edom and upon the people of destruction with judgment. 6 The sword of the Lord has been filled with blood; it has been glutted with fat, with the blood of male goats and lambs and the fat of goats and rams, because there is a sacrifice to the Lord in Bezer and a great slaughter in Edom. 7 And the well grown will fall with them, both the rams and the bulls. And the land will be drunk with the blood, and it will be filled with their fat. 8 For it is a day of the Lord’s judgment and a year of the repayment of Zion’s judgment. 9 And its ravines will be turned into pitch, and its land into brimstone; and its land will be like pitch burning 10 night and day, and it will not be extinguished for eternal time, and its smoke will go up above; for generations it will be desolate and for a long time. 11 Birds and hedgehogs and ibises and ravens will settle in it, and a desolate measuring cord will be cast upon it, and donkey-centaurs will dwell in it. 12 Its rulers will be no more; for its kings and its nobles will be become destruction. 13 And thorny trees will grow again in their cities and in its fortresses, and it will be a dwelling for Sirens and a courtyard of sparrows. 14 And demonsd will meet donkey-centaurs, and one will cry out to the other. There donkey-centaurs will rest, since they have found a rest for themselves. 15 There a hedgehog has made a nest, and the land has preserved its young with security; there deer have met and seen the faces of one another. 16 In number they have passed by, and not one of them perished; one did not seek the other because the Lord commanded them, and his breath gathered them. 17 And he himself will cast lots for them, and his hand distributed them to be fed. You will inherit forever; they will rest on it for generations of generations. 




The Redeemed Will Return

35 Rejoice, thirsty deserted land! Let a deserted land be cheerful, and let it blossom like a lily. 2 And the desolate places of the Jordan will blossom and rejoice. The glory of Lebanon was given to it, and the honor of Carmel. And my people will see the glory of the Lord and the exaltation of God. 3 Be strong, hands at ease and feeble knees! 4 Give comfort, fainthearted in mind! Be strong; do not be frightened! Look, our God is repaying judgment, and he will repay! He himself will come and save us! 5 Then blind people’s eyes will be opened, and dumb people’s ears will hear. 6 Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the stammerer’s tongue will be clear, because water has broken forth in the desert, and a ravine in a thirsting land. 7 And the waterless place will turn into marshes, and there will be a spring of water in the thirsty land; there birds’ cheerfulness will be a dwelling of reed and marshes. 8 A pure path will be there, and it will be called a holy path, and certainly no impure person will pass by there, nor will there be an impure path there, but those who are scattered abroad will walk on it; they will certainly not be misguided. 9 And there will be no lion there, and certainly none of the evil beasts will come up to it or be found there, but rather a people will walk in it that are redeemed 10 and gathered because of the Lord; and they will return and come into Zion with cheerfulness, and eternal cheerfulness will be over their head. There will be praise and rejoicing, and cheerfulness will overtake them; pangs and sorrow and groaning have fled away! 




Sennacherib Invades Judea

36 And this happened in the fourteenth year when Hezekiah was reigning: Sennacherib king of the Assyrians went up against the fortified cities of Judea and took them. 2 And the king of the Assyrians sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem, to Hezekiah the king, with a great force. And he stood at the aqueduct of the upper reservoir, at the way of the fuller’s field. 3 And Eliakim the son of Hilkiah the manager, and Shebna the secretary, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder went out to him. 4 And Rabshakeh said to them, “Say to Hezekiah: ‘This is what the king says, the great king of the Assyrians: “Why are you confident? 5 Surely it is not the case that marshaling happens by counsel and words of lips? And now in whom do you trust that you resist me?” 6 Look, you are trusting this crushed reed rod, Egypt! Whoever leans on it, it will penetrate his hand! So is Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and all those who trust him. 7 And if you say, “We trust the Lord our God,” 8 then meet my lord the king of the Assyrians, and I will give you two thousand cavalry, if you can provide riders on them! 9 And how can you turn back in the face of the governors? Those who trust Egypt for horse and rider are household slaves. 10 And now, surely it was not without the Lord that we came up against this territory to make war against it; the Lord said to me, “Go up against this land and utterly destroy it.” ’ ” 11 And Eliakim and Shebna and Joah said to him, “Speak to your servants in Aramaic, for we understand it, and do not speak to us in Hebrew! And for what purpose do you speak to the ears of the people on the wall?” 12 And Rabshakeh said to them, “Surely it was not to your lord or to you that my lord sent me to speak these words! Was it not to the people sitting on the wall, that they might eat dung and drink urine together with you?” 13 And Rabshakeh stood and cried aloud with a great voice in Hebrew and said, “Hear the words of the great king, the king of the Assyrians! 14 This is what the king says: ‘Do not let Hezekiah trick you with words; he will certainly not be able to rescue you. 15 And do not let Hezekiah tell you that God will rescue you, and this city will certainly not be handed over into the hand of the king of the Assyrians. 16 Do not listen to Hezekiah!’ This is what the king of the Assyrians says: ‘If you wish to be blessed, walk out to me, and each of you will eat from his own vine and fig tree and drink water from your own copper pot 17 until I come and take you to a land like your own land, a land of grain and wine and loaves and vineyards. 18 Do not let Hezekiah trick you by saying, “God will rescue you.” Surely it is not the case that of the gods of the nations, each of them has rescued his own territory from the hand of the king of the Assyrians? 19 Where is the god of Hamath and Arpad? And where is the god of the city of Sepharvaim? Surely it is not the case that they were able to rescue Samaria from my hand. 20 Which among the gods of all these nations is there that has rescued his land from my hand, that God would rescue Jerusalem from my hand?’ ” 21 And they kept silent, and no one answered him a word, because of the king ordering no one to answer. 22 And Eliakim son of Hilkiah the manager, and Shebna the secretary of the force, and Joah son of Asaph the recorder came to Hezekiah, tearing their shirts; and he reported the words of Rabshakeh to him. 




Hezekiah Consults Isaiah

37 And this happened when king Hezekiah heard it: he tore his clothing and put on sackcloth and went up to the house of the Lord. 2 And he sent Eliakim the manager and Shebna the secretary and the elders of the priests, wearing sackcloth, to Isaiah son of Amoz the prophet. 3 And they said to him, “This is what Hezekiah says: ‘Today is a day of oppression and reproach and reproving and anger, because the pangs have come to the one in labor, but she does not have strength to give birth! 4 May the Lord your God hear the words of Rabshakeh, which the king of the Assyrians sent to reproach the living God, even to reproach him with words that the Lord your God heard, and you shall pray to your Lord about these that remain.’ ” 5 And the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah, 6 and Isaiah said to them, “This is what you shall say to your lord: ‘This is what the Lord says: “Do not be frightened by the words that you have heard, with which the ambassadors of the king of the Assyrians reproached me. 7 Look, I am casting a spirit into him, and when he hears a certain message, he will return to his territory, and he will fall by the sword in his own land.” ’ ” 

Sennacherib’s Letter

8 And Rabshakeh returned and overtook the king of the Assyrians besieging Libnah. And he heard that he had departed from Lachish 9 and Tirhakah king of the Ethiopians had gone out to besiege him. And when he heard this, he returned and sent messengers to Hezekiah saying, 10 “This is what you shall say to Hezekiah king of Judea: ‘Do not let your God, whom you trust, trick you, saying, “Jerusalem will certainly not be handed over into the hand of the king of the Assyrians.” 11 Have you not heard the things that the kings of the Assyrians have done, how they destroyed all the land? And will you be delivered? 12 Surely it is not the case that the gods of the nations that my fathers destroyed rescued them: Gozan and Haran and Rezeph, which are in the territory of Telassar? 13 Where are kings of Hamath? Where is the king of Arpad? Where is the king of Sepharvaim’s city, Hena, Ivvah?’ ” 14 And Hezekiah received the scroll from the messengers and read it, and he went up to the house of the Lord and opened it before the Lord. 15 And Hezekiah prayed to the Lord, saying, 16 “O Lord Sabaoth, God of Israel, seated on the cherubim, you alone are God of every kingdom of the inhabited world; you made the heavens and the earth. 17 Incline, O Lord, your ear and listen, O Lord; open, O Lord, your eyes; look, O Lord, and see the words of Sennacherib, which he sent to reproach the living God. 18 For truly the kings of the Assyrians have desolated the whole inhabited world and their territory, 19 and they threw their idols into the fire, for they were not gods but rather works of humans’ hands, pieces of wood and stones, and they rejected them. 20 But now, Lord, our God, save us from his hand, so that every kingdom of the land might know that you alone are God.” 

Isaiah’s Response

21 And Isaiah son of Amoz was sent to Hezekiah, and he said to him, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel says: ‘I have heard the things that you prayed to me concerning Sennacherib, king of the Assyrians.’ 22 This is the word that God spoke concerning him: ‘The virgin daughter of Zion has disparaged you and mocked you; the daughter of Jerusalem shook her head at you. 23 Whom have you reproached and provoked? Or against whom have you raised your voice? And you did not lift your eyes to the height, to the Holy One of Israel! 24 Because you reproached the Lord through messengers, for you said, “By the great number of chariots I went up to the top of mountains and to the furthest parts of Lebanon, and I cut the top of its cedar and the beauty of the cypress, and I entered into the height of part of the forest. 25 And I put up a bridge, and I desolated the waters and every gathering of water.” 26 Did I not hear these things that I did long ago? From ancient days I appointed them, but now I have demonstrated them, to desolate nations in secure places and those who dwell in secure cities. 27 I enfeebled their hands, and they withered, and they became like dry grass on top of houses and like wild grass. 28 But now I know your rest and your going out and your coming in. 29 And your wrath with which you were angry and your bitterness has come up to me, and I will put a muzzle on your nose and a bit on your lips, and I will turn you back on the way that you came on it. 30 And this is the sign for you: Eat this year what you planted, and in the second year the remainder; and on the third, after sowing, reap and plant vineyards, and you will eat from their fruit. 31 And those who remain will be in Judea they will put down a root below, and they will make seed above, 32 because from Jerusalem there will be those who remain and those who are saved, from Mount Zion. The zeal of the Lord Sabaoth will do these things.’ 33 Because of this, this is what the Lord says against the king of the Assyrians: ‘He will certainly not enter into this city, and he will shoot no arrow against it, and he will set no shield against it, and he will not surround a stockade around it. 34 But rather by the way by which he came, he will return by it. And you will certainly not enter into this city.’ This is what the Lord says: 35 ‘I will shield this city to save it, because of me and because of David my servant.’ ” 

Sennacherib’s Fall

36 And the Lord’s messenger went out and slew one hundred eighty-five thousand of the camp of the Assyrians, and when they rose in the morning, they found all the bodies dead. 37 And turning back, Sennacherib the king of the Assyrians went away and dwelt in Nineveh. 38 And while he was bowing in the house of Nisroch his local god, Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons struck him with swords, but they escaped into Armenia; and Esar-haddon his son reigned in his place. 




Hezekiah’s Illness

38 And this happened at that time: Hezekiah became weak to the point of death, and Isaiah son of Amoz the prophet came to him and said to him, “This is what the Lord says: ‘Arrange your house, for you will die and you will not live.’ ” 2 And Hezekiah turned back his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord, 3 saying, “Remember, Lord, how I walked before you with truth, with a true heart, and I did the things that are pleasing to you!” And Hezekiah wept with great weeping. 4 And the word of the Lord came to Isaiah, saying, 5 “Go and say to Hezekiah, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of David your father says: “I have heard your prayer and I have seen your tears. Look! I am adding fifteen years to your time. 6 And I will deliver you as well as this city from the hand of the king of the Assyrians, and I will defend this city.” 7 And this is the sign for you from the Lord that God will do this word: 8 “Look! I am turning the shadow of the steps that the sun went down, the ten steps of the house of your father; I will turn the sun back the ten steps.” ’ ” And the sun went up the ten steps that the shadow had gone down. 

Hezekiah’s Prayer

9 This is the prayer of Hezekiah king of Judea, when he became weak and arose from his weakness: 

10 I said, “At the top of my days at the gates of Hades I will leave my remaining years.” 11 I said, “I will certainly not see the salvation of God any longer in the land of the living; I will certainly see the salvation of Israel upon the earth no longer; I will surely no longer see another person. 12 It has come to an end from my family; I left behind the remainder of my life; it has gone out and away from me just like the one who breaks a tent down after pitching it; my breath parted from me like a pole when a worker approaches to cut it off. 13 In that day I was given over until morning, as to a lion; he crushed all my bones, for I was given over from day until night. 14 aAs a swallow so I will call, and as a dove so I meditate; for my eyes have come to an end from looking to the height of the heavens, to the Lord who delivered me and took the pangs of life away from me. 16 For Lord, it was reported to you concerning my soul, and you raised up my breath and, because I was comforted, I lived. 17 For you selected my soul so that I would not perish; and you cast all my sins behind me. 18 For those in Hades will not praise you, and those who die do not praise you, and those in Hades do not expect your mercy. 19 The living will bless you, just as I do. For from today on, I will produce children who will proclaim your righteousness, 20 O God of my salvation, and I will not stop blessing you with a harp all the days of my life before the house of God.” 

Hezekiah’s Cure

21 And Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Take a cake of figs and crush it and apply it as a plaster, and you will be healthy.” 22 And Hezekiah said, “This is the sign to Hezekiah that I will go up to the house of God.” 




Ambassadors from Babylon

39 At that time Merodach-baladan, son of Baladan the king of Babylonia, sent letters and ambassadors and gifts, for he heard that he had become weak to the point of death and he arose. 2 And Hezekiah rejoiced at them, and he showed them the house of the treasury and of the silver and of the gold and of the myrrh and of the incenses and of the perfume and all the houses of the vessels of the treasure and all that were in his storehouses, and there was nothing in his house that Hezekiah did not show. 3 And Isaiah the prophet came to king Hezekiah and said to him, “What did these people say, and from where did they come to you?” And Hezekiah said, “They came to me from a land far away, from Babylon.” 4 And Isaiah said, “What did they see in your house?” And Hezekiah said, “They saw all the things in my house, and there is nothing in my house that they did not see; rather they saw even the things in my storehouses.” 5 And Isaiah said to him, “Hear the word of the Lord Sabaoth: 6 ‘Look, days are coming, and they will take all the things in your house, and what your fathers collected up to this day will come to Babylon, and they will certainly not leave anything.’ And God said, 7 ‘They will even take some of your children whom you will father and make them eunuchs in the house of the king of the Babylonians.’ ” 8 And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of the Lord that he spoke is good. Now let there be peace and righteousness in my days.” 




Comfort God’s People

40 “Comfort, comfort my people,” says God. 2 Priests, speak to the heart of Jerusalem; comfort her, because her lowliness has been satisfied; her sin has been forgiven, because she has received from the hand of the Lord double for her sins. 

The Voice in the Desert

3 The voice of one calling in the desert, “Prepare the way of the Lord! Make the paths of our God straight!” 4 Every ravine will be filled, and every mountain and hill will be made low, and all the crooked ways will be made straight, and every rough spot a plain; 5 and the glory of the Lord will be seen, and all flesh will see the salvation of God, for the Lord has spoken. 6 The voice of one saying, “Cry out,” and I said, “What shall I cry out?” All flesh is grass, and all the glory of humanity is like a flower of grass; 7 the grass is withered, and the flower falls off, 8 but the word of our God remains for eternity. 

Look! Your God

9 Go up on a high mountain, O bringer of good news to Zion; lift up your voice with strength, O bringer of good tidings to Jerusalem! Lift it up, do not fear! Say to the cities of Judah, “Look; your God! 10 Look; the Lord! The Lord comes with might, and his arm with power. Look! His wage is with him, and his work before him.” 11 Like a shepherd he will tend his flock, and in his arm he will gather the lambs, and he will comfort those that are pregnant.a 

The Incomparability of the Lord

12 Who has measured the water in his hand and the heaven in his span and the whole earth with his measure? Who has put the mountains in a balance and the valleys on a scale? 13 Who has known the mind of the Lord, and who has become his counselor? Who will advise him? 14 With whom did he consult, and who advised him? Who has ever shown him a judgment? Who has ever shown him a way of understanding? 15 Surely all the peoples are reckoned as a drop from the bucket, and as the tipping of the balance, and they will be considered like spittle; 16 and Lebanon will not be sufficient for burning, and all four-footed animals will not be enough for a whole burnt offering, 17 and all the nations are as nothing, and are reckoned as nothing. 18 To whom will you compare the Lord, and to what likeness will you compare him? 19 Has a craftsman made his image, or a goldsmith gilded him after smelting gold? Has anyone constructed him into a likeness? 20 For a craftsman picks out a hard piece of wood, and he wisely will research how he will set up his image so that it does not rock. 21 Will you not know? Will you not hear? Has it not been announced to you from the beginning? Have you not known the foundations of the earth? 22 He is the one who holds the circle of the earth fast, and those who dwell in it are like locusts. He is the one who set up heaven like a canopy and stretched it out like a tent to be inhabited. 23 He is the one who causes rulers to rule as nothing; he has made the earth as nothing. 24 For surely they will not plant or sow, and their root will not take root in the earth. He blew upon them, and they withered, and a squall will take them like dry sticks. 25 “So then to whom have you compared me that I should be exalted?” says the Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes to the height and see; who has brought all these things to light? The one who brings forth his array by number will call them all by name by means of great glory; and by the might of his power nothing has escaped your notice. 

God Strengthens the Weary

27 So then, Jacob, do not say, and why do you say, O Israel: “My way has been hidden from God, and my God has taken judgment away and removed it.”b 28 And now have you not known; have you not heard? God, the eternal God who has made the ends of the earth, will not hunger or grow weary, nor will his wisdom be discovered;c 29 he gives strength to the hungry and pain to those who are not distressed. 30 For young men will hunger, and youths will grow weary, and the choice men will be weak, 31 but those who wait upon God will gain strength; they will sprout wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be hungry. 




God Is the First

41 Be restored unto me, O islands, for the rulers will gain strength. Let them draw near and speak together; at that time let them announce judgment. 2 Who has raised up righteousness from the east? Who has summoned it under his feet and it will go? He will give it over against the nations and impress kings and will consign their swords to the earth, and like dry sticks he will expel their bows and arrows. 3 And he will pursue them; the way of his feet will pass through in peace. 4 Who has produced and made these things? The one who called her from the beginning of generations has summoned her. I, God, am at the first, and I am in the future.a 5 The nations have seen and were frightened; the ends of the earth have approached and come together. 6 Each one judging to help his neighbor and his brother will also say, 7 “The woodworker has become strong, also the metalworker who beats with the hammer, forging things together.” At one time he will say, “The seam is good.” He strengthened them with nails; they set them, and they will not be moved. 

The Helper of Servant Israel

8 But you, Israel, my child Jacob, whom I have chosen, seed of Abraham, whom I have loved, 9 whom I have taken hold of from the ends of the earth; and I summoned you from its heights and said to you, “You are my child; I have chosen you and I have not forsaken you.” 10 Do not be frightened, for I am with you; do not be misled, for I am your God who strengthens you, and I have helped you and have established you with my righteous right hand. 11 Look! All who oppose you will be dishonored and feel shame, for they will be as though they did not exist, and all your adversaries will be destroyed. 12 You will seek them, and you will not find the people who rage against you, for they will be as though they did not exist, and those who wage war against you will be no more. 13 For I am your God, who holds your right hand, who says to you, “Do not be afraid, 14 O Jacob, small Israel.” “I have helped you,” says God, the one who ransoms Israel. 15 Look; I have made you as wagon wheels with new teeth for threshing like a saw, and you will thresh the mountains and grind the hills to powder and make them like dust. 16 And you will winnow them, and the wind will take them away, and a storm will scatter them; but you will be cheerful among the holy ones of Israel. 17 And the poor and the needy will rejoice, for they will seek water and there will be none; their tongue will dry up from thirst. I am the Lord God; I will hear them; I am the God of Israel, and I will not forsake them, 18 but I will open rivers upon the mountains and springs in the middle of the plains. I will turn the desert into marshlands of water, and the thirsty land into water channels. 19 I will plant cedar and boxwood myrtle and cypress and white poplar in the waterless land, 20 that they may see and know and consider and discern together that the hand of the Lord has made these things, and the Holy One of Israel has brought them to light. 

The Futility of Idols

21 “Your judgment approaches,” says the Lord God. “Your counsels have approached,” says the king of Jacob. 22 Let them approach and recount to you the things that will happen, or tell of the former things which were, and we will considerb and we will know what were the last things, and tell us the things that are coming. 23 Announce to us the things that are coming at the end, and we will know that you are gods. Do good and do evil, and we will be impressed and see together. 24 For where are you from, and where is your work from? They have chosen you from the earth as an abomination. 25 I have roused the one from the north and the one from the east;c they will be called by my name. Let rulers come, and like potter’s clay and like a potter trampling down the mud, so you will be trampled down. 26 For who will announce the things from the beginning, that we might know them, and the former things, that we might say that it is true? There is no one who foretells or who listens to your words. 27 I will give dominion to Zion, and I will encourage Jerusalem. 28 For look! There is no one from among the nations, and from among their idols there is none who proclaims it; and if I ask them, “Where are you from?” they do not answer me. 29 For they are those who make you, and those who deceive you are pointless. 




The Child of God

42 Jacob is my child, I will help him; Israel is my chosen one, my soul has accepted him. I have given my spirit upon him; he will bring forth judgment upon the nations. 2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice, nor will his voice be heard outside. 3 He will not crush a bruised reed, and he will not extinguish a smoking flax, but he will bring forth justice to truth. 4 He will blaze forth and will not be shattered until he brings justice upon the earth, and the nations will hope in his name. 5 This is what the Lord God says, who made heaven and pitched it like a tent, who established the earth and the things in it and gave breath to the people who are upon it and spirit to those who walk upon it. 6 I, the Lord God, have called you in righteousness, and I will hold fast onto your hand and strengthen you and make you a covenant for the nationa 7 to open the eyes of the blind, to lead those who are bound out from their chains, and those seated in darkness out of prison.b 8 I am the Lord God; this is my name. I will not give my glory to another, nor my praises to graven images. 9 Look! The things which were from the beginning have come, and I have made new things known to you, which I reveal even before they are announced. 

A New Song to the Lord

10 Sing a new song to the Lord. It is his rule; extol his name from the end of the earth, you who go down to the sea and sail it, you islands and you who dwell in them. 11 Be cheerful, desert and its villages, unwalled villages and those who inhabit Kedar! Those who inhabit Petrac will be cheerful, from the topmost point of the mountains they will shout; 12 they will give glory to God; they will announce his praises among the islands. 13 The Lord, the God of power, will go out and annihilate his enemies in war; he will arouse his zeal and will shout over his enemies with power. 14 I was silent. Must I always be silent and content? Like a woman in labor, I persevered; I will be impressed and dry up at once. 15 I will desolate the mountain and hill and dry up all their grass, and turn rivers into islands, and dry up marshlands. 16 And I will lead the blind in a way that they have not known, and I will make them walk in paths that they have not known. I will turn the darkness into light for them, and the crooked ways into straight ones. I will perform these words, and I will not forsake them. 17 But they returned to the things behind. You will be ashamed, you who trust in graven images, you who say to molten images, “You are our gods.” 

Israel Blind and Deaf

18 Listen, you deaf, and lift up your eyes to see, you blind! 19 Who is blind except my servants, and deaf except those who rule over them? And the servants of God have become blind. 20 You have looked often and not kept watch; your ears are opened, and you have not listened. 21 The Lord God planned that he should be justified and he should magnify praise. 22 And I looked, and the people were spoiled and plundered, for there was a snare in their secret chambers everywhere and in their houses together, wherever they hid themselves; they became booty, and there was no one to rescue the prey, and there was no one who says, “Give it back.” 23 Who is among you who gives heed to these things? Listen to what is coming, 24 by which he gave Jacob and Israel as plunder to those who captured him.a Was it not God, against whom they sinned and were unwilling to walk in his ways or to listen to his law? 25 And he brought his wrathful anger upon them, and war prevailed over them, and those who burned them to ashes all around, and not one of them knewb or took it to heart.c 




The One Redeemer of Israel

43 And now this is what the Lord God who made you, Jacob, and who formed you, Israel, says: “Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you; I have called you your name; you are mine. 2 Even if you pass through water, I am with you, and rivers will not overwhelm you; even if you pass through fire, you will not be burned up; the flame will not burn you up. 3 For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel who saves you; I have given Egypt as your ransom, and Ethiopia and Seba on your behalf. 4 Since you have become honored before me, you have been glorified, and I have loved you, and I will give people for you, and rulers for your head. 5 Do not be frightened, for I am with you; I will lead your seed from the east, and I will gather you from the west. 6 I will say to the north, “Bring them,” and to the south, “Do not hinder them.” Lead my sons from a far land, and my daughters from the ends of the earth, 7 all who call upon my name. For by my glory I have prepared him and formed him and made him. 8 And I have brought out a blind people, and their eyes will be as if they are blind, and deaf even though they have ears. 9 All the nations have been gathered together, and rulers will be gathered from among them. Who will announce these things? Or who will announce the things to you from the beginning? Let them bring their witnesses and let them be vindicated and let them hear and speak truthfully. 10 “Be witnesses to me, and I am a witness,” says the Lord God, “and the child, whom I have chosen, in order that you may know and believe and understand that I am; before me there is no other God, and there will be no one with me. 11 I am God, and there is no one besides me who saves. 12 I have declared, and I have saved; I have reproached, and there was no other among us. You are my witnesses. I am the Lord God, 13 even from the beginning. There is no one who rescues out of my hands; I act, and who will turn it back?” 

The Lord’s New Acts

14 This is what the Lord God who redeems you, the Holy One of Israel says: “For your sake I will send to Babylon, and I will awaken all the refugees, and Chaldeans will be bound in ships.d 15 I am the Lord God, your Holy One, the one who brought Israel to light as your king.” 16 This is what the Lord says, who makes in the sea a way and a path in the mighty water, 17 who leads out chariots and horse and a mighty multitude; but they have gone to sleep, and they will not rise; they are extinguished like quenched flax. 18 “Do not call to mind the former things, and do not consider the ancient things. 19 Look! I will do new things that will now spring forth, and you will perceive them, and I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the waterless place. 20 The beasts of the field will bless me, Sirens and the daughters of sparrows, because I provided water in the wilderness and rivers in the waterless place, to give my chosen race to drink, 21 my people whom I have preserved, to tell of my magnificent acts. 22 I have not called you now, Jacob, or made you to toil, Israel. 23 You have not brought to me your sheep for your burnt offeringa or glorified meb with your sacrifices, and I have not made you weary with frankincense, 24 and you have not obtained a sacrifice of silver for me; and have I not desired the fat of your sacrifices, but you have stood before mec in your sins and in your injustices. 25 I am, I am the one who wipes away your lawless acts because of me, and your sins, and will not recall them. 26 But you, recall these things and let us judge; as for you, say your lawless acts first, that you may be vindicated. 27 Your fathers were first, and your rulers acted lawlessly against me, 28 and the rulers have defiled my sacred things, and I gave Jacob over to destruction,d and Israel as a reproach.” 





Belonging to God

44 But now listen, Jacob, my child, and Israel, whom I have chosen. 2 This is what the Lord, the God who made you and who formed you from the belly, says: “You will still receive aid; do not be frightened, my servant Jacob, and beloved Israel, whom I have chosen, 3 because I will provide water in thirst on those who walk in a waterless place; I will put my spirit upon your seed, and my blessing upon your children, 4 and they will rise up as grass from the midst of the water, and like a willow alongside flowing water.” 5 This one will say, “I am God’s,” and this one will give a shout at the name of Jacob, and another will write on his hand, “I belong to God”; at the name of Israel he will also shout. 

Idols Are Ridiculous

6 This is what the king of Israel, and the one who rescues him, God Sabaoth says: “I am the first, and I am after these things; except for me there is no God. 7 Who is like me? Let him stand and call and announce and prepare for me from the time since I made humanity for eternity, and let them announce to you the things that are coming before they come to pass. 8 Do not hide yourselves or be misled; did you not give ear from the beginning, and I announced it to you? You are witnesses whether there is a god other than me, and they did not listen at that time.” 

9 Those who formed and carved idols, all pointless, exercising their desires, which will not benefit them, but they will be put to shame. 10 All those who form a god and carve useless things 11 and all those from whence they have come about have withered, and all the deaf and dumb of humanity. Let them all be gathered together and stand together and be shamed and dishonored together. 12 For a craftsman sharpened an iron tool; he worked it with an axe and set it with an awl, and he worked it with his strong arm; and he will get hungry and weak and drinks no water at all. 13 The craftsman chose a piece of wood and set it with a measure, and fit it with glue, and made it like the shape of a man and like the beauty of a person, to set it up in a house. 14 He cut wood from the forest, which the Lord planted and the rain made grow, 15 in order that people might burn it,e and taking some of it he was warmed; and by burning them, they baked bread on them, but with the remainder they produced gods and worship them. 16 He burned up half of the wooda by fire, and with half of it he baked bread in the coals, and when he had roasted meat on it, he ate and was satisfied; and when he had warmed himself, he said, “It was nice for me that I was warmed and saw fire.” 17 The remainder he makes into a carved god and worships and prays to it saying, “Rescue me because you are my god!” 18 They did not know to be wise, for they were deprived of sight to see with their eyes and to think with their heart. 19 He did not reckon in his soul or perceive with insight that he burned half of it in the fire and baked bread upon its coals, and when he had roasted meat, he ate, and he made the rest of it into an abomination, and they worship it! 20 Know that their heart is ashes and they are deceived, and no one is able to rescue his own soul. Look, you will not say, “There is a lie in my right hand.” 

The Lord Redeems Israel

21 “Remember these things, Jacob and Israel, because you are my child; I formed you as my child, and you, Israel, do not forget me. 22 For look; I have blotted your lawless acts out as a cloud, and your sins as darkness. Return to me, and I will redeem you.” 23 Be cheerful, heavens, for God has shown mercy to Israel. Blow the trumpet, foundations of the earth! Call out, mountains, with cheer, hills and all the trees that are on them, for God has redeemed Jacob, and Israel will be glorified. 

Jerusalem Will Be Restored

24 This is what the Lord who redeems you and forms you from the womb says: “I am the Lord who accomplishes all things; I alone stretched out the heavens and established the earth.” 25 Who else will scatter the omens of the diviners, and the prophecies from the heart, who turns the wise into their oppositeb and turns their counsel into foolishness 26 and establishes the words of his child and verifies the counsel of his messengers? The one who says to Jerusalem, “You shall be inhabited!” and to the cities of Edom, “You shall be rebuilt!” and will cause her deserted places to spring forth; 27 the one who says to the abyss, “You shall be deserted, and I shall dry up your streams”; 28 the one who tells Cyrus to be wise and “He shall perform all my will”; the one who says to Jerusalem, “You will be built, and I will lay the foundation of my sacred house.” 




Cyrus, God’s Instrument

45 This is what the Lord God says to my anointed, Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped so that nations obey before him. “And I will rend the power of kings; I will open doors before him, and cities will not be enclosed. 2 I will go before you and level the mountains; I will break through brass doors and shatter iron bars 3 and give you treasures, dark hidden places. I will open hidden things for you, that you may know that I am the Lord God who calls your name, the God of Israel. 4 For the sake of my child Jacob, and Israel, my chosen, I will call you by my name, and I will accept you, but you have not known me. 5 For I am the Lord God, and there is no further god beside me; I strengthened you and you have not known me, 6 in order that those from the eastc and those from the west might know that there is none besides me. I am the Lord God, and there is no further; 7 I am the one who prepared the light and made the darkness, the one who makes peace and who creates disasters; I am the Lord God who makes all these things. 8 Let the heavens above be cheerful, and the clouds rain righteousness. Let the earth send forth and sprout mercy and declare righteousness together. I am the Lord who created you. 

God’s Authority

9 “What better thing have I prepared like potter’s clay? Will the plowman plow the land the entire day? Will the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you doing, since you do not labor or have hands?’ 10 Shall what is molded reply to the one molding it? Shall anyone say to his father,a ‘What shall you father?’ and to his mother, ‘Why are you in labor?’ ” 11 For this is what the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, who made the things that are coming says: “Ask me about my sons, and command me concerning the works of my hands. 12 I made the earth and humanity upon it. I established the heavens by my hand; I commanded all the stars. 13 I raised him with righteousness as king, and all his ways are straight. This one will build my city, and he will turn the captivity of my people, not with ransoms or with gifts,” says the Lord Sabaoth. 

Foreigners Will Recognize the God of Israel

14 This is what the Lord Sabaoth says: “Egypt has grown weary, and the merchandise of the Ethiopians and the Sabeans, tall men, will pass over to you, and they will be your servants, and they will follow behind you, chained with cuffs, and they will step across to you, and they will bow before you, and they will pray by you, because God is among you, and there is no God except you.” 15 For you are God, and we did not know it, God of Israel. 16 All who resist him will be dishonored and be shamed and go in shame. Be restored to me, islands. 17 Israel will be saved by the Lord with an eternal salvation; they will not be shamed or dishonored until eternity. 

Every Knee Will Bend

18 This is what the Lord who made the heavens—this one is God who brought the earth to light and made it; he himself marked it as a boundary; he did not make it for nothing but formed it to be inhabited—says: “I am, and there is none further. 19 I have not spoken in secret or in a dark place of the earth. I did not say to the seed of Jacob, ‘Seek pointlessly!’ I am, I am the Lord who speaks righteousness and announces truth.” 20 Gather together and come here; plan together, you who have been delivered from among the nations. Those who lift up wood, their engraved figure, and pray to gods that do not save, do not know. 21 If they announce, let them approach, that they might know at once who made these things audible from the beginning. Then it will be announced to you, “I am God, and there is no other besides me; there is no righteous or savior besides me. 22 Return upon me, and you will be saved, you who come from the end of the earth. I am God, and there is no other. 23 I am swearing an oath according to myself: Unless righteousness shall go forth from my mouth, my words shall not turn back, because every knee shall bend to me, and every tongue shall swear by God, 24 saying, “Righteousness and glory will come with him, and all who separate them will be shamed. 25 All the seed of the sons of Israel will be vindicated by the Lord and will be glorified by God.” 




The Idols of Babylon

46 Bel has fallen! Nabo is shattered! Their graven images have become wild animals and livestock! Lift them up, bound like a burden for the weary, 2 for the faint and the hungry not having might together, who will not be able to be delivered from war, but they themselves will be led captive. 

Senseless Idols

3 Listen to me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of Israel who have been raised from the belly and brought up from their youth 4 (until old age I am he, and until you have grown old I am he). I bear you up; I made you, and I will lift you up; I will take you up and will save you. 5 To whom have you compared me? Look! Act cunningly, you who are misled. 6 Those who contribute gold from a pouch and silver in a scale will weigh it in a balance, and they hired a goldsmith and made idols, and with heads hung in shame they worship them! 7 They raise it upon their shoulder and walk; and if they set it down, it remains in its place. It cannot move, and it cannot hear whoever cries aloud to it; it cannot save him from disasters. 

God’s Resolution

8 Remember these things and sigh. Repent, you who have been misled, return in the heart. 9 Remember the former things from eternity, that I am God, and there is no one further besides me, 10 who declares beforehand the final things before they happen, and at once they are accomplished. And I said, “All my counsel will stand, and I will do all that I have resolved.” 11 Summoning a bird from the east and from a land afar concerning what I have resolved, I spoke and I brought forth; I created and I made him, I brought him forth and prospered him on his way. 12 Listen to me, you who have destroyed the heart, who are far from righteousness. 13 I have brought my righteousness near and will not delay the salvation that is from me. I have given salvation to Israel in Zion for an act of glory. 




The Humiliation of Babylon

47 Come down, sit upon the earth, virgin daughter of Babylon. Sit on the earth, daughter of the Chaldeans, because you will no longer go on being called tender and delicate. 2 Take a millstone; grind meal; remove your veil; uncover your gray hairs; expose your legs; cross through the rivers. 3 Your shame will be revealed; your reproaches will be exposed. I will take what is righteous from you; I will no longer hand you over to humans. 4 The one who rescues you is the Lord Sabaoth; his name is the Holy One of Israel. 5 Sit down, cut to the heart; enter into the darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans; you will no longer be called the strength of a kingdom. 6 I was provoked with my people; you have defiled my inheritance. I gave them into your hand, but you did not give them mercy; you weighed down the yoke of the old man. 7 And you said, “I will be ruler for eternity.” You have not perceived these things in your heart or remembered the final things. 

Sudden Destruction

8 But now hear these things, O delicate woman who sits, who trusts, who says in her heart, “I am, and there is no other woman. I will not sit as a widow or experience orphanhood.” 9 And now he will come upon you suddenly in your sorcery, greatly in the power of your enchanters, 10 in the hope of your wickedness. For you have said, “I am, and there is no other woman.” Know that the understanding of these things and your fornication will be shame for you. And you have said in your heart, “I am, and there is no other woman.” 11 And destruction will come upon you, and you will not know it; a pit will come upon you and you will fall into it, and distress will come upon you, and you will not be able to become clean, and destruction will come upon you suddenly, and you will not know it. 12 Stand now in your spells and in your great witchcraft, which you learned from your youth, if you will be able to benefit from them. 13 You have wearied yourself in your counsels; let the astrologers of the heavens stand and deliver you; let those who look at the stars declare to you what is about to come upon you. 14 Look, they all will be burned down like dry sticks upon a fire, and they will not rescue their soul from the flame, because you have burning coals to place upon them. 15 These will be your help. You have wearied yourself with traffic from your youth; each person has been misled by himself, and there will be no salvation for you. 




Stubborn Israel

48 Listen to these things, house of Jacob, who are called by the name of Israel and have come out from Judah, who swear by the name of the Lord God of Israel, who remember without truth and without righteousness, 2 and who cleave to the name of the holy city and who lean on the God of Israel; the Lord Sabaoth is his name. 3 I still declared the former things, and it went outa from my mouth and was heard. I acted suddenly and it came about. 4 I know that you are hard and your neck is an iron sinew and your forehead is brass. 5 And I declared old things to you before they came upon you; I made them heard by you, lest you say, “The idols did it for me” or say, “The graven and molten images have commanded me.” 6 You have heard everything, and you have not perceived; but I have made new things from the present time heard by you, which are about to happen, and you did not speak. 7 It is happening now, not long ago; you did not hear these things in former days. Do not say, “Indeed, I know these things.” 8 You have not perceived or known, and I have not opened your ears from the beginning, for I knew that rebelling, you would rebel, and you will be called wicked even from the belly. 9 For the sake of my name I will show my wrath to you, and I will bring my glorious deeds upon you, that I might not utterly destroy you. 10 Look! I have not sold you for silver, but I have rescued you from the furnace of poverty. 11 For my sake I will act for you, because my name is being profaned, and I will not give my glory to another. 

Had Israel Only Listened

12 Listen to me, Jacob, and Israel whom I call. I am the first, and I am for eternity, 13 and my hand has founded the earth, and my right hand firmed up the heavens. I will summon them, and they will stand at once, 14 and they all will be gathered and listen. Who has declared these things to them? Loving you, I have carried out your will upon Babylon, to carry away the seed of the Chaldeans. 15 I spoke; I called; I led him and prospered him on his way. 16 Come to me and hear these things. I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; when it happened, I was there, and now the lord Lord sent me and his spirit away. 17 This is what the Lord who rescues, the Holy One of Israel, says: “I am your God; I have shown you, for you to find the way in which you should walk. 18 And if you had listened to my commandments, your peace would have been like a river, and your righteousness like a wave of the sea; 19 and your offspring would have been like the sand,b and those offspring of your belly like the dust of the earth, and now you would not be utterly destroyed, and your name would not perish before me. 

Jacob Freed from Babylon

20 Come out of Babylon; flee from the Chaldeans! Announce it with a sound of cheer and let this be heard! Announce it to the end of the earth, and say, “The Lord has rescued his servant Jacob!” 21 And if they thirst, he will bring them water through the desert; he will bring it out for them from a rock. A rock will split open, and water will flow, and my people will drink. 22 “There is no rejoicing,” says the Lord, “among the ungodly.” 




Restoration of Israel

49 “Listen to me, islands, and pay attention, nations! After a long time it will come about,” says the Lord. He called my name from my mother’s belly, 2 and he made my mouth like a sharp sword, and he hid me under the protection of his hand. He made me like a choice arrow, and he hid me in his quiver. 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, and I will be glorified in you.” 4 And I said, “I have toiled in vain, for pointlessness, and I have given my strength for nothing. On account of this my judgment is with the Lord, and my hard work before my God. 5 And now this is what the Lord—who formed me from the belly as his bondservant in order to gather Jacob and Israel to himself—says: “I will be gathered and glorified before the Lord, and God will be strength for me.” 6 And he said to me, “It is a great thing for you to be called my child, to establish the tribes of Jacob and to return the dispersion of Israel. Look! I have given you as a covenant for a nation, as a light for the nations so that you may become salvation as far as the end of the earth.” 7 This is what the Lord who rescues you, the God of Israel, says: “Sanctify the one who despises his life, who is abhorred by the nations, the servants of rulers. Kings will see him and arise; rulers also will worship him for the sake of the Lord, because the Holy One of Israel is faithful, and I have chosen you.” 8 This is what the Lord says: “I have listened to you at the acceptable time, and I have helped you in the day of salvation. And I formed you and have given you as a covenant for the nations, to establish the land and to allot deserted lots, 9 saying to those in chains, ‘Come out!’ and to those in darkness, ‘Be revealed!’ They will be fed in all the ways, and their pasture will be in all their paths. 10 They will not hunger or thirst, and the burning heat and the sun will not strike them, but the one who shows mercy will comfort them, and he will lead them through springs of waters. 11 And I will turn every mountain into a way and every path into a pasture for them. 12 Look! These people will come from afar, these will come from the north and the sea, and others from the land of the Persians.” 13 Be cheerful, heavens, and let the earth rejoice! Let the mountains burst forth with cheer, because God has shown mercy to his people, and he has comforted the low among his people. 

Zion Is Not Forgotten

14 But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me, for the Lorda has forgotten me.” 15 “Would a woman forget her young child so as to not show mercy to the offspring of her belly? But even if a woman might forget these, surely I will not forget you,” said the Lord. 16 “Look! I have painted your walls on my hands, and you are always before me; 17 and you will be built quickly by those who tore you down, and those who made you deserted will depart from you. 18 Lift your eyes up all around and look at all these things! Look! They have gathered and have come to you! “As I live, I swear,” says the Lord, “that you will put all of them on as an ornament and put them onb as a decoration just like a bride. 19 Because your deserted and utterly destroyed and fallen places will now be too crowded because of those who dwell there, and those who swallowed you will be removed from you. 20 For your sons whom you have lost will say in your ears, “This place is too crowded for me! Make a place for me that I might reside.” 21 And you will say in your heart, “Who has produced these for me? I am childless and a widow. Who has reared them for me? I have been left alone. Where did these come to me from?” 

Reversal of Israel’s Servitude

22 This is what the Lord says: “Look! I am raising my hand to the nations, and I will raise my signal to the islands, and they will bring your sons in their bosom, and they will carry your daughters on their shoulders. 23 And kings will be your foster fathers, and their leading women your nurses. They will bow to you on the face of the earth, and they will lick the dust of your feet, and you will know that I am the Lord, and those who wait on me will not be ashamed.” 24 Can anyone take booty from a giant? And if anyone takes someone prisoner unjustly, will he be saved? 25 This is what the Lord says: “If anyone takes a giant prisoner, he will receive the spoils, and if he takes something from a strong one, he will be saved; but I will judge your judgment, and I will rescue your sons, 26 and those who afflict you will eat their own flesh and drink their own blood like new wine and be drunk, and all flesh will perceive that I am the Lord who rescues you and who upholds the strength of Jacob.” 




Israel Sold for Its Sins

50 This is what the Lord says: “What kind of divorce document was your mother’s, with which I sent her away? Or to which debtor have I sold you? Look! You were sold for your sins, and I sent your mother away for your transgressions. 2 Why have I come and there was no human? I called and there was no one who was listening? Is my hand not strong enough to rescue? Or am I not able to set free? Look! In my reproach I will desolate the sea and turn rivers into deserts, and I will dry up their fish because there is no water, and they will die in thirst. 3 I will clothe the heavens with darkness and make its cloak like sackcloth.” 

The Lord’s Discipline

4 The Lord is giving me a tongue of disciplinea so that I might know when it is necessary to speak a word; he appointed me early, he added a listening ear to me, 5 and the discipline of the lord Lord opens my ears, and I do not resist or oppose. 6 I gave my back to the lashes and my cheeks to blows, and I did not turn my face away from the shame of spittings. 7 And the lord Lord has become a helper to me; on account of this I was not ashamed, but I set my face like a solid rock, and I knew that I would surely not be ashamed. 8 Because the one who justifies me is approaching. Who is the one who judges me? Let him withstand me at once. Yes, who is the one who judges me? Let him approach me. 9 Look! The Lord will help me; who will mistreat me? Look! You all will grow old like a garment, and a moth will devour you. 

Walking in the Darkness

10 Who among you is the one who fears the Lord? Let him listen to the voice of his child. You who walk in darkness and have no light, trust in the name of the Lord and lean upon God! 11 Look! You are all kindling a fire and feeding a flame; walk in the light of your fire and in the flame that you have kindled. These things have happened to you because of me; you will sleep in sorrow. 




Deserts into Gardens

51 Listen to me, you who pursue what is righteous and seek the Lord; look to the solid rock that you have hewed and to the hole of the pit that you have dug. 2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who was in labor with you, because he was one, and I called him and blessed him and loved him. 3 Even now I will comfort you, Zion, and I have comforted all her deserted places, and I will make her deserted places like an orchard and the western places like an orchard of the Lord. They will find cheer and rejoicing in her, acknowledgment and the sound of praise. 

Salvation to the Nations

4 Listen to me, listen to me, my people, and you kings, give ear to me, because the law will go forth from me, and my judgment as a light to the nations. 5 My righteousness approaches quickly, and even my salvation will go forth as a light, and nations will hope in my strength. Islands will wait for me and will hope in my strength. 6 Lift your eyes up to the heavens and look at the earth below, for the heavens will become solid like smoke, and the earth will grow old like a garment, and those who inhabit it will die just like these things, but my salvation will be for eternity, and my righteousness will certainly not come to an end. 

Salvation Outlasts Judgment

7 Listen to me, you who know judgment, people of whom my law is in your heart. Do not fear the reproach of humans, and do not be overcome by their contempt. 8 For like a garment it will be eaten up by time, and like wool it will be eaten up by a moth; but my righteousness will be for eternity, and my salvation for generations of generations. 

The Restoration of Zion

9 Awake, awake, Jerusalem, and put on the strength of your arm! Awake as at the start of the day, as the eternal generation. Are you not 10 the one who laid the sea waste, the abundant water of the abyss? Are you not the one who put a way of passage at the bottom of the sea for those who are rescued 11 and for those who are ransomed? For they will be returned by the Lord, and they will come to Zion with cheer and eternal rejoicing, for praise will be upon their head, and cheer will seize them; grief and sorrow and sighing have fled. 12 I, even I, am the one who comforts you. Perceive this: Who are you, that you have been frightened of mortal humanity and of the son of a human? They have dried up like grass. 13 And you have forgotten God who made you, the one who made the heavens and founded the earth. And you always, all the days, were frightened of the wrathful face of the one who afflicts you; for which way did he resolve to take you, and now where is the wrath of your oppressor? 14 For when he delivers you, he will not stand still or delay, 15 for I am your God, the one who stirs up the sea and makes its waves roar; the Lord Sabaoth is my name. 16 I will put my words in your mouth and shelter you under the protection of my hand by which I established the heavens and founded the earth, and Zion will say,a “You are my people.” 

The Cup of the Lord’s Wrath

17 Awake, awake! Arise, O Jerusalem, you who have drunk from the hand of the Lord the cup of his wrath, for it is the cup of destruction. You have drunk the vessel of wrath, and you have emptied it out. 18 And of all your children whom you brought forth, there was no one who comforted you, and even from all your sons whom you raised, there was no one who took hold of your hand. 19 These two things are against you; who will grieve with you? Collapse and injury, famine and sword, who will comfort you? 20 Your sons who are at a loss, who lie down at the edge of every exit like a half-cooked beet, who are full of the wrath of the Lord, are the ones who are weary through the Lord God. 21 Because of this, listen, you who have been brought low and are drunk but not from wine. 22 This is what the Lord God who judges his people says: “Look! I have taken the cup of collapse from your hand, the vessel of my wrath, and you will continue to drink it no further; 23 and I will give it into the hands of those who have wronged you, of those who have brought you down, who have said to your soul: ‘Bow your head in order that we might pass by,’ and you placed your waist equal to the land outside for those passing by.” 




Jerusalem’s Release

52 Awake! Awake, O Zion! Put on your strength, O Zion, and you, Jerusalem, put on your glory, holy city. The uncircumcised and the unclean will not pass through you any longer. 2 Shake off the dust and arise! Sit, Jerusalem! Release the chain from your neck, captive daughter of Zion. 3 Because this is what the Lord says: “You were sold for nothing, and you will be redeemed without silver.” 

The Lord Rescues Jerusalem

4 This is what the lord Lord says: “Formerly my people went down into Egypt to dwell there, and they were led to the Assyrians by force, 5 and now why are you here?” This is what the Lord says: “Because my people were taken for nothing, be impressed and wail.” This is what the Lord says: “Because of you my name is always blasphemed among the nations. 6 Because of this, my people will know my name in that day, that I myself am the one who speaks. I am present 7 as an hour upon the mountains, as the feet of one who brings the good news of peace, as the one who brings the good news of good things; for I will make your salvation heard, saying, ‘O Zion, your God will reign!’ ” 8 For the voice of those who guard you will be lifted up, and with their voice they will be cheerful together, for eyes will look to eyes, when the Lord shows mercy to Zion. 9 Let the deserted places of Jerusalem break forth together with cheer, because the Lord has shown mercy to her and has rescued Jerusalem. 10 The Lord will reveal his holy arm before all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation that is from our God. 11 Depart! Depart; come out from there and touch no unclean thing! Come out from the middle of her; be separate, you who carry the vessels of the Lord, 12 because you will not come out with trouble or go in flight, for the Lord will go before you, and the one who gathers you is the God of Israel. 

God’s Despised Servant

13 Look! My child will understand and be raised up and be magnified very much. 14 The way many will be impressed by you, so your appearance will be despised by people and your glory by the people, 15 Thus many nations will be impressed at him, and kings will shut their mouth, because those to whom it has not been declared concerning him will see, and those who have not heard will understand. 




The Suffering Child of the Lord

53 O Lord, who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 We proclaimed as a child before him, as a root in a thirsty land. He has no appearance or glory. And we saw him, and he had no appearance or beauty. 3 Instead, his appearance was dishonored and coming to an end among the sons of humans, a human who is in misfortune and who knows how to bear sickness, for his face has been turned back;a he was dishonored and was not esteemed. 4 This one carries our sins and suffers pain for us, and we regarded him as one who is in difficulty, misfortune, and affliction. 5 But he was wounded because of our sins, and he became weakened because of our lawless acts. The discipline of our peace was upon him; by his bruise we were healed. 6 We all have been misled like sheep; each person was misled in his own path, and the Lord handed him over for our sins. 7 And because he was afflicted, he does not open his mouth; like a sheep is led to slaughter, and like a lamb is voiceless before the one who shears it, so he does not open his mouth. 8 His judgment was taken away in humiliation;b who will describe his family? For his life was taken from the earth; he was led to death because of the lawless acts of my people. 9 And I will give the wicked in place of his tomb, and the wealthy in place of death, because he committed no lawlessness, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 10 The Lord is willing to cleanse him of the injury. If you give concerning sin, our soul will see long-lived seed, and the Lord wishes to remove him from the difficulty of his soul, 11 to show him the light, and to form him with understanding, to justify the righteous who serves many well; and he himself will bear their sins. 12 Because of this he will cause many to inherit, and he will apportion the spoils of the mighty, because his soul was given over to death, and he was reckoned among the lawless, and he himself bore the sins of many, and he was handed over because of their lawlessness. 




Wrath Is Temporary; Mercy Is Eternal

54 Be cheerful, O barren one who does not father! Break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor, because the children of the deserted woman will be more than those of the woman who has a husband, for the Lord has said it. 2 Enlarge the place of your tent and of your curtains; pitch it, do not spare; lengthen your borders and strengthen your tent pegs! 3 Spread out your dwellings even to the right and the left, and your seed will inherit nations, and you will settle wasted cities. 4 Do not be frightened because you were disgraced or feel shame because you were reviled, because you will forget the eternal shame and will not remember the reproach of your widowhood. 5 For the Lord who made you—the Lord Sabaoth is his name—and the God of Israel himself is the one who rescues you; so will he be called in all the earth. 6 “The Lord has called you not like an abandoned and discouraged woman or like a woman who was hated from her youth,” said your God. 7 “I abandoned you for a little time, and I will show mercy to you with great mercy. 8 I turned my face back from you with a little wrath, but I will show mercy to you with eternal mercy,” said the Lord who rescues you. 9 “Since the water that was at the time of Noah, this is my oath,c just as I swore to him at that time: to be no longer angry at the earth over you; nor in yourd terror 10 to remove the mountains; nor will your hills be moved away. So neither will my compassion for you come to an end, and the covenant of your peace will certainly not depart, for he has said, ‘Mercy be with you, Lord.’ 

God’s People Will Be Established

11 “Low and unsettled one, you have not been comforted. Look! I am preparing a ruby for you as your stone and sapphire as your foundations, 12 and I will make your bulwarks jasper, and your gates stones of crystal, and your wall choice stones. 13 And all your sons will be instructed by God, and your children will live in great peace. 14 You will be built up in righteousness. Abstain from an unjust person, and you will not be frightened, and trembling will not approach you. 15 Look! Strangers will come to you through me and will dwell beside you and flee to you for refuge. 16 Look! I created you, not like a coppersmith blowing on coals and bringing forth a vessel fit for work; but I did not create you for destruction to destroy you. 17 I will not prosper any artificial vessel against you, and every voice will rise up against you in judgment. You will overcome all of them, and they will be subject to you in it. There is an inheritance for those who attend the Lord, and you will be my righteous ones,”a says the Lord. 




Invitation

55 You who thirst, go to the water, and whoever has no silver, go buy and eat wine and fat without silver or price. 2 For what purpose do you value silver, and your labor does not satisfy?b And you will eat good things, and your soul will exult in good things. 3 Pay attention with your ear and attend to my ways. Hear me, and your soul will live among good things, and I will establish an eternal covenant with you; the holy things of David are sure. 4 Look! I gave him as a testimony among the nations, a ruler and one who commands the nations. 5 The nations, which do not know you, will call upon you, and the peoples, who do not know you, will flee to you for refuge because of the Lord your God, the holy one of Israel, because he has magnified you. 

Prosperity for Those Who Seek the Lord

6 Seek out the Lord, and when you find him, call upon him. And if ever he approaches you, 7 let the ungodly abandon his ways and the man of lawlessness his counsels, and let him return to the Lord, and he will be shown mercy, because he will forgive your sins abundantly.c 8 “For my counsels are not like your counsels or my ways like your ways,” says the Lord, 9 “but as the heaven is far off from the earth, so my way is far off from your ways and your thoughts from my mind. 10 For as the rain or snow comes down from the heavens and does not return until it has drenched the earth and brings forth and sprouts and gives seed to the sower and bread for food, 11 so will be my word, which goes out from my mouth: It will not return until that which I want is completed, and I will cause your ways and my orders to prosper.” 12 For you will go out with cheer, and you will be taught with delight, for the mountains and the hills will leap and welcome you with delight, and all the trees of the field will clap their branches. 13 And the cypress will grow up instead of the shrub, and the myrtle will grow up instead of the nettle, and the Lord will become a name and an eternal sign, and he will not come to an end. 




Sabbath-keeping

56 This is what the Lord says: “Keep judgment and do righteousness, for my salvation has come close to appearing; and my mercy to being revealed.” 2 Blessed is the man who does these things and the person who cleaves to them and keeps the Sabbaths undefiled and takes care that his hands do no injustice. 3 May the stranger who adheres to the Lord not say, “Therefore the Lord will separate me from his people.” And may the eunuch not say, “I am a dry tree.” 4 This is what the Lord says to the eunuchs: “As many as should keep my Sabbaths and choose the things that I want and cleave to my covenant, 5 I will give a renowned place to them in my house and within my fortification, a place better than sons and daughters. I will give them an eternal name, and it will not come to an end. 6 And for the strangers who adhere to the Lord, to serve him and to love the name of the Lord, to be male servants and female servants to him, and all who keep my Sabbaths undefiled and cleave to my covenant, 7 I will bring them to my holy mountain and make them be cheerful in my house of prayer. Their whole burnt offerings and sacrifices will be acceptable upon my altar, for my house will be called a house of prayer for all the nations,” 8 said the Lord who gathers the scattered ones of Israel, for I will gather an assembly to him. 

Beastly Attitudes

9 All you wild beasts, come and eat, all you beasts of the forest.a 10 See that they all have become blind; they have not learned, young dogs, unable to bark, dreaming on their bed, loving to slumber. 11 And the dogs are shameless in soul, not knowing satisfaction, and they are evil, not knowing understanding. They all have followed their ways, each according to his own. 




Wrath against Idolatry

57 Look how the righteous has perished and no one takes it to heart, and righteous men are taken away and no one comprehends. For the righteous has been taken away from the face of injustice; 2 his burial will be in peace; he will be taken up out of the middle. 3 But as for you, draw near here, evil sons, seed of adulterers and prostitutes; 4 over whom have you exulted? And against whom have you opened your mouth? And against whom have you loosened your tongue? Are you not children of destruction, evil seed 5 who call idols under dense trees, who slay their children in the ravines between the stones? 6 That is your portion; this is your lot, and to those you have poured out drink offerings and to those you have offered sacrifices; therefore, shall I not be angry at these things? 7 Upon a high and exalted mountain, there is your bed, and there you have offered sacrifices. 8 Behind the posts of your door you have placed your memorials; you imagined that if you departed from me, you would have some advantage.b You have loved those who sleep with you, 9 and you have multiplied your prostitution with them, and you have made them that are far from you many, and you have sent elders beyond your borders and were brought low to Hades. 10 On your long journeys you toiled, and you did not say, “I will cease,” since you were strengthened because you did these things; because of this you did not entreat me. 11 Whom did you dread and fear, and you cheated me and did not remember or call me to mind or your heart? Although I saw you, I disregarded you,c and you did not fear me. 12 And I will bring news of your righteousness and your evil deeds, things that will not benefit you. 13 When you shout aloud, let them rescue you in your affliction, for a wind will take all these people, and a storm will carry them off. But those who cleave to me will acquire the land and will inherit my holy mountain. 14 And they will say, “Clear the paths from his face and take away the obstacles from the path of my people.” 

Comfort after Distress

15 This is what the Most High among the heights says, who inhabits eternity, holy among the holy places is his name, Most High in the holy places, who gives rest and endurance to the fainthearted and life to those with a crushed heart: 16 “I will not punish you for eternity or always be angry with you, for a spirit will go forth from me, and I have made every breath. 17 I distressed him briefly because of sin, and I struck him, and I turned my face away from him, and he was distressed and went gloomily in his ways. 18 I have seen his ways, and I have healed him, and I comforted him, and I gave him genuine comfort, 19 peace upon peacea to those far off and to those who are near.” And the Lord said, “I will heal them.” 20 But the unjust will be thrown into confusion and will be unable to rest. 21 “There is no rejoicing,” says God, “among the ungodly.” 




True Fasting

58 “Cry out with strength and do not hold back! Lift up your voice as with a trumpet, and tell my people their sins and the house of Jacob their lawless acts. 2 They seek me day by day, and they desire to know my ways, like a people who has done righteousnessb and has not abandoned the judgment of his God. They ask me now for righteous judgment, and they desire to approach God, 3 saying, ‘Why have we fasted and you did not see it? Why have we made our souls low and you did not perceive it?’ Because in the days of your fasts, you find your own desires, and you provoke all those who are in your hands. 4 Surely you fast for judgments and fights, and you beat the low with fists. For what purpose do you fast before me today so that your voice is heard in shouting? 5 I have not chosen this fast and a day for a person to make his soul low, or for you to bend your neck like a ring and spread sackcloth and ashes under yourselves; this is not how you shall call an acceptable fast. 6 I have not chosen such a fast as this,” says the Lord. Instead, loose every unjust fetter, undo the knot of violent transactions, send the broken ones forth in forgiveness, and tear every unjust contract asunder! 7 Break your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house. If you see someone naked, clothe him, and you will not despise anyone of the near kin of your seed. 8 Then your light will break forth early, and your healing will spring forth quickly, and your righteousness will proceed before you, and the glory of God will cover you. 9 Then you will cry aloud, and God will listen to you; while you are still speaking, he will say, “Look! Here I am.” If you remove the fetter and finger-pointing and the grumbling word from yourself, 10 and you give bread to the hungry from your soul, and you fill the woman who has been made low, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your darkness will be like noon. 11 And your God will be with you always, and you will be filled just as your soul desires, and your bones will become fat, and they will be like a drenched garden and like a fountain whose water has not come to an end. 12 And your desolate places will be built up forever, and your foundations will be eternal, from generations to generations. And you will be called “the builder of fences,” and you will cause your paths between to rest. 13 If you turn your foot away from the Sabbath so as not to carry out your own desires on the holy day, and you call the Sabbath delightful, holy to God, and you do not raise your foot in work or speak a word in anger from your mouth; 14 then you will trust the Lord, and he will bring you up to the good places of the earth, and he will feed you with the inheritance of Jacob your father, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken these things. 




Absence of Justice

59 Is the hand of the Lord unable to save? Or has he hardened his ear to not hear? 2 But your sins make a separation between you and between God, and because of your sins he has turned his face away from you, to show no mercy. 3 For your hands have become defiled with blood, and your fingers with sins, and your lips have uttered lawlessness, and your tongue meditates on injustice. 4 No one speaks righteous words, and there is no true judgment; they have listened to pointless things, and they speak empty things, for they conceive toil and beget lawlessness. 5 They have broken serpents’ eggs, and they weave a spider’s web; and the one who was about to eat of their eggs broke and found a sterile egg and in it a serpent! 6 Their web will not serve as a garment, nor will they clothe themselves with their works, for their works are works of lawlessness. 7 Their feet run swiftly to evil to pour out blood, and their thoughts are from murder; affliction and misery are in their paths. 8 And they do not know the way of peace, and there is no judgment in their ways, for their paths through which they travel are crooked, and they do not know peace. 9 Because of this, judgment has departed from them, and righteousness will not overtake them. While they were waiting for light, darkness came upon them; while waiting for brightness, they walked in darkness. 10 They grope about a wall like the blind, and they grope about like those who have no eyes. They will fall at noon as if at midnight; they will groan like those who are dying. 11 They will go together like a bear and a pigeon. We awaited judgment, and there is none; deliverance has departed far from us. 12 For our lawlessness is great before you, and our sins are set against us, for our lawless acts are with us, and we know our unjust acts. 13 We have acted impiously and have lied and departed behind our God. We have spoken unjust things and have resisted. We have conceived and have meditated on unjust words from our heart, 14 and we have put judgment away behind us, and righteousness has departed far from us; because truth has been used up in their ways, and they were unable to pass through a straight way. 15 And the truth has been taken away, and they have turned away their mind from understanding, and the Lord saw it, and it displeased him because there was no judgment. 16 And he looked, and there was no man; and he understood, and there was no helper, and he defended them with his arm and established them in mercy. 17 He put on righteousness like a breastplate and a helmet of salvation on his head and a garment of vengeance and his cloak, 18 like one who will repay a repayment, a reproach to his enemies. 19 And those who come from the west will fear the name of the Lord, and those who come from the easta will fear his esteemed name, for like a violent river, anger will come from the Lord; it will come with wrath. 20 The deliverer will come for the sake of Zion, and he will turn ungodliness back from Jacob. 21 “And this is my covenant with them,” says the Lord. “My spirit which is upon you, and my words which I put in your mouth,b will not come to an end from your mouth or from the mouth of your seed.” For the Lord said it from the present to eternity. 




Glory for Jerusalem

60 Shine! Shine, Jerusalem, for your light is come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 Look! Gloom will cover the earth, and darkness will be upon the nations, but the Lord will appear over you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3 Kings will walk in your light and nations in your splendor. 4 Lift up your eyes round about, and see your children gathered together. All your sons have come from afar, and your daughters will be carried on shoulders. 5 Then you will see and be afraid and be confounded in your heart, because the wealth of the sea and of the nations and of the peoples will come to you. And present with you will be 6 herds of camels, and camels of Midian and of Ephah will cover you. Everyone from Sheba will come bearing gold, and they will carry frankincense and proclaim the salvation of the Lord. 7 And all the sheep of Kedar will be gathered, and the rams of Nebaioth will be present, and they will be brought acceptably upon my altar, and my house of prayer will be magnified. 8 Who are these that fly like clouds and like doves with their young to me? 9 The islands have waited for me, and the ships of Tarshish first of all,a to bring your children from afar and their silver and gold with them, and the holy name of the Lord, and because the Holy One of Israel is esteemed. 10 Strangers will build up your walls, and their kings will attend to you, for I struck you because of my anger, and I have loved you because of mercy. 11 Your gates will always be open; they will not be closed day and night, to bring you the power of the nations and their kings led captive. 12 For nations and kings, whoever will not serve you, will perish, and the nations will be laid waste in desolation. 13 And the glory of Lebanon will come to you with cypress and pine and cedar together, to magnify my holy place. 14 And the sons of those who made you low and provoked you will go to you afraid, and you will be called “City of the Lord,” “Zion of the Holy One of Israel.” 15 Because you have been forsaken and hated and there was no helper, I will make eternal rejoicing for you, cheer from generations to generations. 16 You will suckle the milk of nations, and you will eat the wealth of kings, and you will know that I am the Lord who saves you and who rescues you, the God of Israel. 17 I will bring you gold instead of brass, and instead of iron I will bring you silver; instead of wood I will bring you copper, and instead of stones I will bring you iron. And I will establish your rulers in peace and your overseers in righteousness, 18 and injustice will no longer be heard in your land, or affliction or distress within your boundaries. Instead, your walls will be called salvation, and your gates will be called an engraved figure. 19 And yet the sun will not be the light for you by day, nor will the rising of the moon illuminate the night for you; instead, the Lord will be eternal light for you, and God will be your glory. 20 For the sun will not sink upon you, and the moon will not come to an end for you, for the Lord will be eternal light for you, and the days of your grief will be made complete. 21 All your people will be righteous; they will inherit the earth throughout eternity, guarding the planting, the works of his hands, for glory. 22 The few will be like a thousand, and the smallest like a great nation. I, the Lord, will gather them at the proper time.a 




The Acceptable Year of the Lord

61 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, on account of which he has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the poor, to heal those who are crushed in heart, to announce release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 2 to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord and the day of repayment, to comfort all who mourn, 3 to give to those who mourn in Zion glory instead of ashes, the anointing of cheer to those who mourn, a garment of glory instead of a spirit of weariness. And they will be called generations of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for glory. 4 And they will build eternal deserts; they will raise up those that had formerly been deserted, and they will renew deserted cities that have been deserted for generations. 5 Strangers will come tending your sheep, and foreigners will be your plowmen and vine dressers. 6 But you will be called priests of the Lord, ministers of God. You will devour the strength of nations, and you will be amazed at their wealth. 7 So they will inherit the earth a second time,b and eternal cheer will be upon their head. 8 For I am the Lord who loves righteousness and hates the spoils from wrongdoing, and I will give their labor to the righteous, and I will establish an eternal covenant with them. 9 And their seed and their offspring will be known among the nations, in the middle of the peoples. Everyone who sees them will take notice of them, because these are the seed who have been blessed by God, 10 and they will be cheerful with cheer in the Lord. 

The Garment of Salvation

Let my soul rejoice in the Lord, for he has clothed me with a garment of salvation and a tunic of cheer. He has wrapped a headband on me as on a bridegroom, and he has adorned me with ornamentation like a bride. 11 And as the earth has grown her blossom and like a garden has grown its seeds, so will the lord Lord make righteousness and rejoicing spring forth before all the nations. 




Zion’s New Names

62 Because of Zion I will not be silent, and because of Jerusalem I will not lift up my voice, until her righteousness goes forth like a light; and my salvation will burn like a torch. 2 And nations will see your righteousness, and kings your glory, and he will call you by a new name, which the Lord will name it. 3 And you will be a beautiful crown in the hand of the Lord and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4 And you will no longer be called “Abandoned,” and your land will no longer be called “Desolate,” for you will be called “My Delight,” and your land will be called “Inhabited.” For the Lord has found pleasure in you, and your land will be given in marriage.c 5 And as a youth lives with a virgin, so your sons will live, and it will be that the way a bridegroom is cheerful over a young wife, so the Lord will be cheerful over you. 

6 And upon your walls, Jerusalem, I have appointed guards all day and all night who will never keep silent, remembering the Lord. 7 For there is none like you, if he sets things right and makes Jerusalem a thing of pride upon the earth. 8 The Lord has sworn by his glory and by the strength of his arm, “I will certainly no longer give your grain and meat to your enemies, and foreign sons will certainly no longer drink your wine over which you toiled; 9 but those who have gathered them will eat them and will glorify the Lord, and those who have gathered them will drink them in my holy dwellings. 10 Walk through my gates and prepare a way for my people and cast the stones out of the way; raise a signal for the nations! 11 For look, the Lord has made it heard to the end of the earth. Say to the daughter of Zion: “Look! The Savior has come near to you; he hasa his reward, and his work is before his face.” 12 And he will call it “Holy People, Ransomed by the Lord,” and you will be called “Sought-After City” and “Not Forsaken.” 




The Day of Recompense

63 Who is this who arrives from Edom, with red garments from Bezer, so beautiful in clothing, forceful with strength? I discuss righteousness and a judgment of salvation. 2 Why are your clothes red, and your garments as if they came from a trodden winepress? 3 I was full of that which has been trampled, and there is no man of the nations with me; and I trampled them in my wrath, and I crushed them like dirt, and I brought down their blood. 4 For the day of repayment has come to them, and the year of ransoming is present. 5 I looked, and there was no helper, and I observed, and no one helped; and my arm rescued them, and my wrath was set. 6 And I trampled them in my anger, and I brought their blood down into the dirt. 

Recalling the Lord’s Mercy

7 I recalled the mercy of the Lord, the magnificent acts of the Lord in all the things by which he repays us. The Lord is a good judge to the house of Israel; he deals with us according to his mercy and according to the greatness of his righteousness. 8 And he said, “Are they not my people? Children, they will never rebel.” And he became their salvationb 9 from all their affliction. Not an elder or a messenger but he himself has saved them, because he loved them and spared them. He himself ransomed them and took them up and exalted them all the days of eternity. 10 But they resisted and provoked his Holy Spirit, and he was turned to enmity against them; he himself made war with them. 11 And he remembered the eternal days: “Where is the one who brings the shepherd of the sheep up from the sea? Where is the one who put the Holy Spirit among them, 12 who led Moses by the right hand? Where is the arm of his glory?” He overpowered the water from his face to make an eternal name for himself. 13 He led them through the deep like a horse through the desert, and they did not grow weary. 14 Like livestock through a plain, the spirit from the Lord came down and guided them; thus you led your people in order to make a glorious name for yourself. 

Prayer for Compassion

15 Turn from heaven and look from your holy house and from your glory. Where are your zeal and your strength? Where is the abundance of your mercy and your compassions, that you have upheld us? 16 For you are our father, because Abraham did not know us, and Israel did not recognize us, but you, O Lord, our father, rescue us; your name is upon us from the beginning. 17 Why have you led us astray, O Lord, from your way? Why have you hardened our hearts to not fear you? Turn, because of your servants, because of the tribes of your inheritance, 18 so that we might inherit a little of your holy mountain. 19 We have become as from the beginning, when you did not rule over us and your name was not called over us. 




Prayer of Penitence

64 aIf you open the heavens, trembling will take hold of the mountains at you, and they will melt 2 like wax melts before a fire. And fire will consume the enemies, and your name will be evident among the enemies. The nations will be troubled before your face. 3 When you do glorious things, trembling will take hold of the mountains before you. 4 We have not heard for eternity and our eyes have not seen any god except you and your works, which you will do for those who wait for mercy. 5 He will meet with those who do righteousness, and they will remember your ways. Look! You have become angry, and we have sinned; because of this we have been led astray. 6 We all have become like unclean people; all our righteousness is like the rag of a woman who sits apart,b and we have disappeared like leaves because of our lawless acts; in this way the wind will carry us away. 7 There is no one who calls upon your name and who remembers to take hold of you, because you turned your face away from us and handed us over because of our sins. 

Prayer for Mercy

8 And now, O Lord, you are our father, and we are clay; all of us are the work of your hands. 9 Do not be very angry with us, and do not remember our sins for a time. And now, look upon us because we all are your people. 10 The city of your holiness has become deserted; Zion has become deserted, Jerusalem a curse. 11 The house, our sanctuary, and the glory, which our fathers blessed, has been burned with fire, and all of our glorious things have fallen. 12 And at all these things you have shown toleration, O Lord, and you have kept silent and have made us very low. 




Recompense for Sins

65 “I became evident to those who did not consult me; I was found by those who did not seek me. I said, ‘Look! Here I am,’ to a people who have not called upon my name. 2 I stretched out my hands all day to a people who resisted and opposed, to those who walked in a way that was not good but followed after their sins. 3 This people who provokes me is before me always; they sacrifice in their gardens and burn incense on their bricks to demons that do not exist; 4 among their graves and in caves they who eat swine meat and the broth of sacrifices sleep for the sake of dreams; all their vessels are defiled, 5 they who say, ‘Depart far from me, do not approach me for I am clean.’ This is the smoke of my wrath; fire burns in it all the day. 6 Look! It is written before me, ‘I will not keep silent, until I pay back into their bosom 7 their sins and the sins of their fathers,’ ” says the Lord. “They burn incense upon the mountains, and they taunt me upon the hills. I will pay back their deeds to their bosom.” 

Inheriting God’s Holy Mountain

8 This is what the Lord says: “The way the grape will be found in the cluster and they will say, ‘Do not harm it because the blessing is in it,’ so I will do for the sake of the one who serves me; I will not destroy them all on account of this one. 9 I will bring forth the seed from Jacob and from Judah, and they will inherit my holy mountain, and my chosen ones and my servants will inherit it, and they will dwell there. 10 And folds of flocks will be in the forest, and the valley of Achor will be like a resting place for herds, for my people who have sought me. 11 But you who have forsaken me and who forget my holy mountain, and who prepare a table for a demon and fill up a mixture to Fortune, 12 I will give you over to the sword; you will all fall in slaughter. Because I called you and you did not listen; I spoke and you ignored me, and you did evil before me, and you chose the things that I did not wish for.” 

Reward and Punishment

13 Because of this, this is what the Lord says: “Look! Those who serve me will eat, but you will be hungry. Look! Those who serve me will drink, but you will be thirsty. Look! Those who serve me will be cheerful, but you will be ashamed. 14 Look! Those who serve me will rejoice with cheer, but you will cry out because of the pain in your heart, and you will howl because of the crushing of your spirit. 15 For you will leave your name behind as satisfaction for my chosen people, but the Lord will destroy you. And a new name will be proclaimed over those who serve me, 16 which will be praised upon the earth, for they will bless the truea God; and those who swear an oath upon the earth will swear by the true God, for they will forget their former affliction, and it will not arise in their heart. 

New Heaven and New Earth

17 “For there will be a new heaven and a new earth, and they will not remember the former things, and it will not arise in their heart; 18 but they will find cheer and rejoicing in it, for look, I am making Jerusalem a cause for rejoicing and my people a cause for cheer. 19 And I will rejoice over Jerusalem and will be cheerful over my people, and a sound of weeping and a sound of shouting will no longer be heard in her. 20 Neither will there be any longer in that place an untimely death or an old man who does not fulfill his time, for the child will be a hundred years old, and the sinner who dies a hundred years old will be accursed. 21 And they will build houses, and they themselves will inhabit them; and they will plant vineyards, and they themselves will eat their produce. 22 They will surely not build and others inhabit; they will surely not plant and others eat; for the days of my people will be like the days of the tree of life, for the deeds of their labor will grow old. 23 My chosen ones will not toil in vain or bear children for a curse, for they are seed blessed by God and their offspring with them. 24 And this will happen: Before they cry out, I will hear them; while they are still speaking, I will say, ‘What is it?’ 25 At that time wolves and lambs will feed together, and a lion will eat straw like an ox, and a serpent will eat dirt like bread; and they will not cause injury or harm on my holy mountain,” says the Lord. 




True Worship

66 This is what the Lord says: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is a footstool for my feet; what sort of house will you build for me? And what sort of place will you build as my place of repose? 2 For my hand has made all these things, and all these things are mine,” says the Lord, “and upon whom will I look except upon the one who is low and quiet and who trembles at my words? 3 But the lawless person who sacrifices a calf for me is like one who slays a dog, and the one who offers fine flour is like one who offers swine’s blood. The one who gives frankincense as a remembrance is like a blasphemer. And they have chosen their ways, and their soul wanted their abominations; 4 and I will receive their mockeries, and I will repay them their sins, because I called them, and they did not listen to me; I spoke, and they did not hear, and they did evil before me, and they chose things that I did not wish for.” 

Zion in Labor

5 Hear the words of the Lord, you who tremble at his word; speak, our brothers, to those who hate and abhor you, so that the name of the Lord may be magnified and be seen in their cheer, and those people will be ashamed. 6 A voice of crying from the city! A voice from the temple! The voice of the Lord returning repayment to his adversaries! 7 Before the one in labor gave birth, before the distress of birth pangs arrived, she escaped and bore a male child. 8 Who has heard such a thing, and who has seen something like this? Has the earth been in labor in a single day, or was a nation brought forth all at once? For Zion was in labor and brought forth her children. 9 “But I gave you this expectation, and you did not remember me,” said the Lord. “Look! Did I not make both the fertile and the barren?” said your God. 

The Lord Comes like Fire

10 Be cheerful, O Jerusalem, and celebrate in her, all you who lovea her; rejoice with her with delight, all you who mourn over her, 11 so that you might suckle and be satisfied from the breast of her comfort, so that you who suck the breast might delight yourselves because of the entrance of her glory. 12 For this is what the Lord says: “Look! I am inclining the glory of the nations toward them like a river of peace and like an overflowing torrent; their children will be carried on shoulders and comforted upon the knees. 13 As a mother comforts one, so also I will comfort you, and you will be comforted in Jerusalem.” 14 You will see and your heart will rejoice, and your bones will grow like vegetation, and the hand of the Lord will be known by those who fear him, and he will threaten those who resist. 15 For look, the Lord will come like a fire, and his chariots will come like a storm, to render his vengeance in wrath and his utter rejection in a flame of fire. 16 For the whole earth will be judged by the fire of the Lord, and all flesh will be judged by his sword; there will be many casualties by the Lord. 17 “Those who cleanse and purify themselves for the gardens and who eat swine’s flesh and abominable things and the mouse in the doorways will be destroyed all at once,”b said the Lord. 

All Nations Worship in Jerusalem

18 “And I know their works and their reasoning. I am coming to gather all the nations and tongues, and they will come and see my glory. 19 And I will leave a sign upon them, and I will send those of them who have been saved away to the nations, to Tarshish and Put and Lud and Meshech and into Tubal and to Greece and the distant islands, who have not heard my name or seen my glory; and they will declare my glory among the nations. 20 And they will bring your brothers from all the nations as a gift to the Lord, with horses and chariots, in covered chariots drawn by mules with sunshades, to the holy city Jerusalem,” said the Lord, “as though the sons of Israel would bring their sacrifices to me with psalms into the house of the Lord. 21 And I will take priests and Levites from among them,” said the Lord. 22 “For the way the new heaven and the new earth, which I am making, remain before me,” said the Lord, “so your seed and your name will be established. 23 And this will happen: All flesh will come to bow down before me month after month and Sabbath after Sabbath in Jerusalem,” said the Lord. 24 “And they will go out and see the corpses of the humans who transgressed against me, for their worm does not die, and their fire will not be quenched, and they will become a spectacle for all flesh.” 





JEREMIAH




The Setting

1 The word of God that came to Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests, who dwelled in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin; 2 the word of God that came to him in the days of Josiah, son of Amos, the king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his kingdom. 3 And it happened in the days of Jehoiakim, son of Josiah, the king of Judah, until the eleventh year of Zedekiah, son of Josiah, the king of Judah, until the captivity of Jerusalem in the fifth month. 

Jeremiah’s Call

4 And the word of the Lord came to him: 5 “I knew you before I formed you in the belly, and I sanctified you before you came out; I established you as a prophet to the nations.” 6 And I said, “Lord who is master, look, I do not know what to say, because I am a youth.” 7 And the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ for you will go to anyone to whom I send you, and you will speak anything I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of their face, for I am with you to deliver you,” says the Lord. 9 And the Lord stretched out his hand toward me and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me, “Look, I have placed my words into your mouth. 10 Look, I have appointed you today to nations and kingdoms, in order to root out and cast down and utterly destroy and build up and plant.” 

The Almond Rod and Burning Cauldron

11 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying: “What do you see?” And I said, “An almond staff.” 12 And the Lord said to me, “You have seen rightly, because I have stirred up over my words in order to do them.” 13 And the word of the Lord came to me a second time, saying, “What do you see?” And I said, “A burning cauldron, and its face is from the face of the north.” 14 And the Lord said to me, “From the face of the north evils shall be kindled upon all who dwell in the land.” 15 “For look, I am convening all the kingdoms of the earth from the north,” says the Lord. “And they will come, and each one will set his throne against the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem and against all the walls that surround it and against all the cities of Judah. 16 And I will speak to them in judgment concerning all their evil, seeing as they have forsaken me and have sacrificed to foreign gods and have bowed down to the works of their hands. 17 And, you, gird up your loins and stand up and say anything I command you. Do not be afraid of their face or be terrified before them, for I am with you to deliver you,” says the Lord. 18 “Look, I have established you today as a firm city, and I have fortified all the kings of Judah, its rulers, and the people of the land as a brazen wall. 19 And they will fight against you, and they shall not prevail against you, because I am with you to deliver you,” said the Lord. 




Israel’s Enemies Will Suffer

2 2 aAnd he said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘I have remembered the compassion of your youth and the love of his maturity when you followed the Holy One of Israel,’ says the Lord. 3 ‘Israel was holy to the Lord, the beginning of his offspring; everyone who is devouring him will go wrong; evils will come upon them,’ declares the Lord.” 

Israel’s Apostasy

4 Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and every family of the house of Israel. 5 Thus says the Lord: “What fault have your fathers found in me that they have removed themselves so far from me and have gone after vain things and come to nothing? 6 And did they not say, ‘Where is the Lord, who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who guided us through the wilderness, in an untried and untrodden land, in a waterless and barren land, in a land through which no one traveled and no person dwelled there?’ 7 And they brought you into Carmel for you to eat its fruit and its good things. And you went in and defiled my land, and you made my inheritance an abomination. 8 The priests did not say ‘Where is the Lord?’ And those who resist the law do not know me, and the shepherds act wickedly against me. And the prophets have prophesied to Baal and have gone after that which is unprofitable. 9 Because of this, I will still plead with you, and I will plead with the sons of your sons. 10 Therefore you came to the islands of Cyprus, and look, and send to Kedar and observe very much, and see whether such things have been done, 11 whether the nations will change their gods though they are not gods. But my people have changed their glory according to that which will not be helpful. 12 The heaven is amazed at this and shudders very excessively,” says the Lord. 13 “For my people have done two evil deeds: they have forsaken me, the spring of the water of life, and they have dug themselves a broken cistern that cannot hold water. 14 Is Israel not a slave? Is Israel not home-born? On what account has he become plunder? 15 The lions roared upon him, and they who ordered his land as a wilderness gave their voice. His cities are cast down to not be inhabited. 16 And the sons of Memphis and Tahpanhes have perceiveda you and mocked you. Was it not your forsaking me that did these things to you?” 17 says the Lord your God. 18 “And now what have you to do withb the way of Egypt, to drink the water of Geon? And what have you to do withc the way of the Assyrians, to drink the water of the River?d 19 Your apostasy will discipline you, and your wickedness will disgrace you. Know then and see that your forsaking me is bitter to you,” says the Lord your God. “I take no pleasure in you,” says the Lord your God. 20 “Because from eternity you broke your yoke into pieces; you have torn apart your bonds and said, ‘I will not serve you, but I will go upon every high hill and under every shady tree. There I will spread when I fornicate.’e 21 But I planted you as an entirely trustworthy, fruitful vine. How have you turned to bitterness as a foreign vine? 22 Even if you wash up with detergent and increase which kindf for yourself, you have been stained with your injustices before me,” says the Lord. 23 “How will you say, ‘I am not defiled, and I have not gone up after Baal’? See your ways in the place where men gather,g and know what you have done. In the evening her voice cries aloud; 24 she has spread her ways over the waters of the desert; in the lust of her soul she was borne by the wind; she was handed over. Who will return her? All who seek her will not grow weary; in her lowliness they will find her. 25 Turn back your foot from a rough way and your throat from thirst. But she said, ‘I will act as a man,’ for she had loved foreigners, and she went after them. 26 As the dishonor of a thief when he is caught, so the sons of Israel will be dishonored, they and their kings and their rulers and their priests and their prophets. 27 They said to the tree, ‘You are my father,’ and to the stone, ‘You have fathered me.’ And they have turned their back to me, and not their faces, and in the time of their evil they say, ‘Arise and save us!’ 28 And where are your gods that you have made for yourself? Will they rise up and deliver you in the time of your affliction? For your gods are as numerous as your cities, O Judah, and they sacrificed to Baal according to the number of the streets of Jerusalem. 

Judgment Deserved

29 “Why do you speak to me, all you who act wickedly and all you who act lawlessly toward me?” says the Lord. 30 “I have struck your children in vain. You have not accepted discipline. A sword has devoured your prophets like a destroying lion, yet you were not afraid.” 31 Hear the word of the Lord. Thus, says the Lord: “Have I been a wilderness or a dry land to Israel? On what account have my people said, ‘We will not be ruled, and we will not come to you any longer’? 32 Will a bride forget her ornaments or a virgin her breast band? But my people have forgotten me for innumerablea days. 33 What further good thing will you practice in your ways to seek affection? Not so! But you have done evil so as to defile your ways. 34 And the blood of innocent souls was found in your hands. They were not found in holes but upon every oak. 35 And you said, ‘I am innocent; only let his anger turn away from me.’ Look, I plead to you when you say, ‘I have not sinned.’ 36 bWhy have you been very spiteful as to repeat your ways? And you will be disgraced by Egypt just as you will be disgraced by Assyria. For you will go out from there also, with your hands upon your head, because the Lord has rejected your hope, without prosperity in it. 




Defiled by Unfaithfulness

3 “If a man sends his wife away, and she leaves him and becomes anotherman’s wife, will she still return and returnc to him? Won’t that woman be defiled and defiled?d But you have committed fornication with many shepherds, and you have returned to me,” says the Lord. 2 “Lift up your eyes straight and look. Where have you not been defiled? You have sat for them by roadsides like a deserted crow, and you have defiled the land by your fornications and by your evil deeds. 3 And you kept many shepherds for a stumbling block to yourself. Your appearance was that of a prostitute; it was shameful to everyone. 4 Didn’t you refer to me as a home and as the father and leader of your virginity? 5 Will it remain for eternity or be preserved to the end? Look, you have spoken, and you have done these evil deeds, and you have prevailed.” 

Call to Repentance

6 And the Lord said to me in the days of King Josiah, “Have you seen what the house of Israel has done to me? They go up on every high mountain and under every shaded tree, and they prostitute themselves there! 7 And I said, after she had committed all these fornications, ‘Return to me.’ Yet she did not return. And faithless Judah saw her faithlessness. 8 And therefore I saw about all the things by which I also saw, about all the things by which she was taken, by which the house of Israel had committed adultery, and for which I had sent her away and given her a divorce letter into her hand. Yet faithless Judah was not afraid, and she even went and committed fornication. 9 And her fornication came to nothing, and she committed adultery with the tree and the stone. 10 And despite all these things, faithless Judah did not return to me with her whole heart, but falsely!” 11 And the Lord said to me, “Israel has justified its soul from faithless Judah. 12 Go! Read these words to the north and say, ‘Return to me, O house of Israel,’ says the Lord. ‘And I will not set my face against you, for I am merciful,’ says the Lord. ‘And I will not be full of wrath toward you for eternity.’ 13 Surely you must acknowledge your wrongdoing, because you have acted wickedly against the Lord your God, and you have spread your ways before strangers under every shaded tree, but you have not heard my voice,” says the Lord. 14 “Return, O sons who have departed,” says the Lord. “For I will have dominion over you, and I will take you—one from a city and two from a family—and I will bring you to Zion. 15 And I will give you shepherds according to my heart, and in shepherding they will shepherd you with skill. 16 And this will happen: When you are multiplied and have increased upon the land, in those days,” says the Lord, “they will no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the Holy One of Israel!’ It will not come upon the heart, and it will not be named or considered, and it will no longer be done. 17 In those days and in that season, they will call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord, and all nations will be gathered to her, and they will no longer go after the imaginations of their evil heart. 18 In those days the house of Judah will come together with the house of Israel, and they will come upon it, upon the land that I caused their fathers to inherit, from the land of the north and from all territories.” 19 And I said, “So be it, Lord!” “For I will put you among the nations, and I will give you a land chosen as an inheritance from God Almighty, God of the nations. And I said you will call me father, and you will not turn away from me. 20 But as a woman rejects the one who is with her, so the house of Israel has rejected me,” says the Lord. 21 A voice from the lips was heard, a weeping and a supplication from the sons of Israel. For they have done wrong in their ways. They have forgotten their holy God. 22 “Return, O children who turn, and I will heal your wounds.” Look, we will be your servants; for you, O Lord, are our God. 23 Truly the hills and the strength of the mountains were a lie. Surely the salvation of Israel comes through the Lord our God. 24 But shame has consumed the labors of our fathers since our youth—their sheep and calves and their sons and daughters. 25 We have slept in our shame, and our dishonor has covered us. Because we have sinned before our God, we and our fathers, from our youth until this day, and we have not listened to the voice of the Lord our God. 




An Impending Invasion

4 “If Israel returns, to me,” says the Lord, “she will return. If her abominations are turned from her mouth and she fears the face, 2 then you will swear, ‘As the Lord lives,’ truly in judgment and in righteousness; nations will bless him and praise God in Jerusalem. 3 For Thus says the Lord to the men of Judah and to those who dwell in Jerusalem: “Plow for yourselves the fallow land and do not sow among thorns. 4 Circumcise yourselves to God, and circumcise your hardened heart, O men of Judah and those who dwell in Jerusalem, lest his anger go out like a fire and burn, and there will be no one who can quench it from the face of your wicked practices.” 5 Make a declaration in Judah, and let it be heard in Jerusalem. Say, “Sound an alarm with a trumpet in the land! Cry out with a loud voice! Say, ‘Gather together and enter into the fortified cities.’ 6 Get up! Run away to Zion! Make haste! Do not stand around, for I am bringing disasters and a great destruction from the north.” 7 The lion has gone up out of his den. He has lifted himself up to destroy the nations utterly and has gone out from his place in order to make the land a desolation. And the cities will be taken down, for them not to be inhabited. 8 “Gird yourselves with sackcloth at these things, and hit yourself and raise the war cry, for the anger of the Lord will not turn back from you. 9 And this will happen on that day,” says the Lord: “The heart of the king will perish, and the heart of the ruler and the priests will be amazed, and the prophets will be astonished.” 10 And I said, “O master, Lord, then in deceiving you have surely deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying ‘There will be peace.’ Yet look, the sword has touched all the way to their soul.” 11 At that time they will say to this people and to Jerusalem, there is a wind of deception in the wilderness; the way of the daughter of my people is not toward purity or holiness. 12 A wind of fullness will come upon me, but now I am pronouncing judgments against them. 13 Look! He will come like a cloud, and his chariots will come like a storm; his horses will come swifter than eagles. Woe to us, because we are miserable. 14 Cleanse your heart from evil, O Jerusalem, so that you can be saved. How long will your distressful thoughts be within you? 15 For a voice announcing from Dan will come, and distress will be heard from mount Ephraim. 16 Remind the nations, “Look! It has come!” Declare in Jerusalem, “The bands have come from the land afar, and they have offered their voice upon the city of Judah.” 17 “Like those who guard a field, they have come around it, for you have neglected me,” says the Lord. 18 “Your ways and your pursuits have brought these things upon you. This is your wickedness, because it is bitter, because it has reached to your heart.” 

Distress for the Doomed Nation

19 I am pained in my belly and in the senses of my heart. My soul is anxious; my heart is torn. I will not be silent because my soul has heard the sound of a trumpet, the cry of battle. 20 And misery will be called distress, for all the land has become miserable. Suddenly the tent is in ruin; my curtain has been torn apart. 21 How long will I see fugitives, hearing the sound of trumpets? 22 For the leaders of my people do not know me. They are foolish and not wise children; they are skilled at acting evilly, but they do not know how to act well. 

23 I looked at the land, and look! Nothing! And I looked to the sky, and it had no light. 24 I saw the mountains, and they were trembling, and all the hills were shaking. 25 I looked, and look! There was no human, and all the birds of the sky were terrified. 26 I saw, and look! Carmel was a desert, and all the cities had been burnt at the face of the Lord, and they had been removed at the face of his raging anger. 27 Thus says the Lord: “All the land will be deserted, but I will not bring the end.a 28 Mourn at these things, O land, and grow dark, O heavens above! For I have spoken and will not change my mind. I have moved ahead, and I will not turn away from it. 29 The entire territory has fled at the sound of the horseman and the stretched bow. They have entered into caves and hidden among the groves, and they have gone up on the rocks. Every city has been forsaken; no person was living in them. 30 And as for you, what will you do? Even if you clothe yourself with scarlet and adorn yourself with golden ornaments, if you rub powder on your eyes, your adornment is in vain. Your lovers have rejected you; they seek your life. 31 Because I have heard the sound of your groaning, like a woman in labor, like a woman bearing her firstborn. The sound of the daughter of Zion will fail, and her hands will lose strength.” Woe is me! For my soul comes to an end on account of those who are destroyed! 




Jerusalem’s Unfaithfulness

5 “Run around in the streets of Jerusalem and see and know and seek in its broad places, if you can find, if there is anyone who does justice and seeks faithfulness, and I will be merciful to him,” says the Lord. 2 “As the Lord lives,” they say. Therefore, are they not swearing in lies? 3 O Lord, your eyes are toward faithfulness. You have flogged them, and they have not worked. You have consumed them, and they did not want to accept discipline. They have made their faces harder than a rock, and they did not want to turn back. 4 Then I said, “Perhaps they are needy, because they are were unable, because they did not know the ways of the Lord and the judgment of God. 5 I will go to the mighty and speak to them, because they have witnessed the way of the Lord and the judgment of God.” And look! They have broken the yoke with one accord; they have burst the bonds. 6 Because of this, a lion from the thicket has played with them, and a wolf has slain them all the way to the houses, and a panther has watched their cities. All those who go out from them will be hunted because they have multiplied their ungodly acts; they have become stronger in their aversions. 7 “For which of these will I be merciful to you? Your sons have forsaken me and have sworn by things that are not gods. I fed them, and they committed adultery and stayed in prostitutes’ houses. 8 They became wanton horses; each one vied for the wife of his neighbor. 9 Shall I not inspect them at these things?” says the Lord. “Or shall my soul not be avenged on a people such as this?” 

Foreign Service

10 “Go up on her fortifications and utterly destroy them. But do not make a full payment; leave her undergirding supports behind, for they are the Lord’s. 11 For in rejecting, the house of Israel has rejected me,” says the Lord. “And the house of Judah 12 has spoken falsely to their own Lord and has said, ‘These things are not so; evil things will not happen to us, and we will not see sword and famine. 13 Our prophets have become wind, and the word of the Lord was not in them.’ ” So, it will be with them. 14 On account of this, thus says the Lord Almighty: “Because of what you have spoken, namely this word, look! I have made my words in your mouth like fire, and this people like wood, and it will consume them. 15 Look! I am bringing a people from afar upon you, O house of Israel,” says the Lord, “a peoplea of whom he will not hear the sound of its tongue. 16 All of them are mighty men, and they will eat up your harvest 17 and your loaves, and they will devour your sons and your daughters, and they will devour your sheep and your calves, and they will devour your vineyards and your fig yards and your olive yards; and they will tread cities, your fortified cities upon which you have relied, with the sword. 18 And this will happen in that day,” says the Lord your God. “I will not make an end of you. 19 And this will happen, whenever you say, ‘For the sake of what has the Lord our God done all these things to us?’ Then you will say to them, ‘Because you have served foreign gods in your land! Therefore you will serve foreigners in a land that is not your own.’ ” 

The Lord’s Visitation

20 Proclaim these things to the house of Jacob and let them be heard in Judah. 21 “Hear these things now, foolish and senseless people whose eyes do not see, whose ears do not understand. 22 Will you not be afraid of me?” says the Lord, “or will you not cower before my face? He who stationed the sand as a boundary for the sea, as an eternal ordinance—and the sea will not pass over it. It will be stirred up but will not prevail; its waves will sound, but the sea will not pass over it. 23 But this people acquired a disobedient and resistant heart. And they have turned away and departed. 24 They have not said in their heart, ‘Let us indeed fear the Lord our God, who gives us the early and late rain according to the season of the fullness of the ordinance of the harvest, and who has defended us.’ 25 Your transgressions have perverted these things, and your sins have driven the good things away from you. 26 Because profane people have been found among my people, and snares have been set up to destroy the men utterly, and they are captured by them. 27 Just as a set trap is full of birds, so their houses are full of deceit. Because of this, they have increased and have become wealthy. 28 And they have transgressed judgment. They have not judged the judgment of the orphan, and they have not decided the judgment of the widow. 29 Shall I not visit on account of this?” says the Lord. “Or shall my soul not be avenged on such a nation as this?” 

30 Terrible and horrible deeds have been done upon the land. 31 The prophets prophesy unrighteous prophecies, and the priests clap their hands, and my people loved it this way. And what should you do for the things after these? 




Prepare for a Siege

6 Strengthen yourselves, sons of Benjamin, from the middle of Jerusalem, and sound the war trumpet into Tikvah, and raise a sign over Beth-haccherem. For evil things have peeped out from the north, and a great destruction is coming, 2 and your exaltation will be taken away, O daughter of Zion. 3 The shepherds and their flocks will come to her, and they will pitch tents on her, all around, and each of them will shepherd with his hand. 4 Prepare yourselves for war against her! Arise and let us go up against her at midday! Woe to us, because the day has set, because the shadows of the days are coming to an end. 5 Rise and let us go up against her at night and utterly destroy her foundations! 6 For Thus says the Lord: “Cut down her trees; pour power upon Jerusalem. O lying city, full oppression is in her! 7 As a cistern cools water, so wickedness refreshes her. Ungodliness and misery will be heard in her at her face always. With affliction and scourge 8 you will be disciplined, O Jerusalem! Let my spirit not depart from you; let me not make you an untraveled land that is not inhabited.” 

Anger on Israel

9 For Thus says the Lord: “Glean! Glean the remnant of Israel as a vine! Return like one who gathers with his basket. 10 To whom shall I speak and warn that he will listen? Look! Their ears are uncircumcised, and they will not prevail to understand. Look! The saying of the Lord has come to them for a reproach; they will not wish for it at all. 11 And I satisfied my anger, and I held back, and I did not make an end of them. I will pour upon the children outside, upon the assembly of young men together, for a man and a woman will be captured, an elder after the fullness of days. 12 And their houses will be turned to others, their fields and wives at the same time, because I will stretch out my hand against those who dwell in this land,” says the Lord. 13 “For from the least of them to the greatest, they all have perpetrated lawlessness, from priest to false prophet; all have acted falsely. 14 And they healed the wound of my people disdainfully, saying, ‘Peace! Peace!’ But where is peace? 15 They were ashamed because they came to an end, but they were not ashamed like those who are ashamed. They did not know their dishonor. On account of this they will collapse when they fall, and at the time of visitation they will be destroyed,” said the Lord. 

Disaster Because of Disobedience

16 Thus says the Lord: “Stand on the roads, and see, and inquire of the eternal paths of the Lord, and see what is the good way! And proceed in it, and you will find purification for your souls.” But they said, “We will not go.” 17 I have set a watchman over you. Listen to the sound of the war trumpet! But they said, “We will not listen.” 18 On account of this, the nations and those who shepherd their flocks have heard. 19 Listen, O land of Israel! Look! I am bringing bad things upon this people, the fruit of their apostasy, for they have not regarded my words, and they have thrust my law away. 20 Why are you me bringing frankincense from Sheba and cinnamon from a distant land? Your whole burnt sacrifices are not acceptable, and your offerings do not please me. 21 On account of this, thus says the Lord: “Look! I am putting weakness upon this people, and fathers and sons will be weak together. A neighbor and his friend will perish.” 

A Merciless Northern Nation

22 Thus says the Lord: “Look! A people is coming from the north, and nations will rise from the end of the earth. 23 They will capture with bow and spear. It is a bold nation, and they will show no mercy. Its sound is like a rolling sea. It will array itself like fire upon horses and chariots into battle against you, O daughter of Zion.” 24 We have heard the report of them; our hands are weakened. Affliction has seized us, labor pain like a woman giving birth. 25 Do not go out into the field or into the streets. Do not proceed, for the sword of the enemy is dwelling all around. 26 O daughter of my people, put on sackcloth! Spread yourself with ashes of sorrow, O beloved! Make a pitiable lamentation for yourself, because misery will come upon you suddenly. 27 I have given you as a test among a tested people, and you will know me when I have tested their way. 28 All of them are disobedient, going crookedly. They are copper and iron; all of them are utterly destroyed. 29 The bellows have come to an end because of the fire; the lead has come to an end. The silversmith coins money in vain; their wickedness is not melted away. 30 Call them rejected silver, for the Lord has rejected them.” 




The Temple Is Not Invulnerable

7 2 aHear the word of the Lord, all Judea! 3 This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: “Make your ways and your practices straight, and I will establish you in this place. 4 Do not persuade yourselves by lying words, for they will absolutely not help you, saying, ‘It is the temple of the Lord! The temple of the Lord!’ 5 For if in straightening you straighten your ways and your practices, and when making you make a judgment between a man and his neighbor, 6 and you do not oppress the stranger and the orphan and the widow, and you do not pour out innocent blood in this place, and you do not go after foreign gods to your detriment, 7 I will establish you in this place, in the land that I gave your fathers from eternity and until eternity. 8 But if you are convinced by lying words by which you will not be helped, 9 and you murder, and you commit adultery, and you steal, and you swear oaths on the basis of unrighteousness, and you burn incense to Baal and keep going after foreign gods that you have not known, 10 so that it goes badly for you; yet you have come and stood before me in the house where my name has been called upon it. And you have said, ‘We have removed ourselves to not do all these abominations.’ 11 Is my house, where my name has been called upon it there a cave of thieves before you? And look, I have seen this,” says the Lord. 12 “Because you went to my place, the one in Shiloh where I settled my name before. You have seen what I did to it because of the face of the evil of my people Israel. 13 And now, because of all these deeds you have done, and I spoke to you and you did not listen to me, and I called you and you did not reply, 14 so I will do to the house which my name has been called upon it, which you have trusted, even the place I gave to you and your fathers, just as I did to Shiloh. 15 And I will cast you off from my face just as I cast off your brothers, all the seed of Ephraim.” 

Foreign Worship Provokes the Lord

16 “And as for you, do not pray for this people, and do not consider them worthy of being shown mercy. And do not pray and do not come to me about them, because I will not listen. 17 Or don’t you see what they are doing in the cities of Judah and on the roads of Jerusalem? 18 Their children gather wood, and their fathers kindle a fire, and their women grind flour to make cakes for the host of heaven. And they pour out libations to foreign gods so that they might provoke me to anger. 19 Don’t they provoke me to anger?” says the Lord, “and don’t they also provoke themselves so that their faces are disgraced?” 20 On account of this, thus says the Lord: “Look, my wrath and anger will be poured out upon this place and upon the humans, and upon the livestock, and upon every tree of their field, and upon the fruit of the land. And it will burn, and it will not be quenched.” 

The Lord’s Command Is to Listen

21 Thus says the Lord: “Gather your whole burnt offerings with your sacrifices and eat meat. 22 For I did not speak to your fathers or command them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt about whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 23 Instead, I commanded them this word, saying, ‘Hear my voice, and I will be a God for you, and you will be a people for me. And walk in all my ways that I have commanded you, so that it may be well with you.’ 24 And they did not hear me or pay attention with their ear, but they walked in the thoughts of their wicked heart, and they went backward and not forward 25 from the day that their fathers left the land of Egypt, even to this day. And I sent you all my servants the prophets by day, and I sent them early, 26 and they did not hear me or pay attention with their ear, and they stiffened their neck more than their fathers. 28 And you will say this word to them: ‘As for this nation, which has not heard the voice of the Lord or accepted discipline, faith has come to an end from their mouth.’ ” 

The Valley of the Slain

29 Cut off your haira and throw it away, and lift a lamentation on your lips, for the Lord has rejected and thrust away the generation that has done these things. 30 “For the sons of Judah have done evil against me,” says the Lord. “They have arranged their abominations in the house upon which my name has been invoked, to defile it. 31 And they have built the altar of Topheth, which is in the ravine of the son of Ennom, to burn their sons and their daughters with fire, which I did not command them, and I did not intend in my heart. 32 On account of this, look, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “and they will no longer say, ‘The altar of Topheth’ and ‘The valley of the son of Ennom,’ but rather, ‘The valley of the slain.’ And they will bury people in Topheth because there is no other place. 33 And the corpses of this people will become food for the birds of heaven and the wild animals of the land. And there will be no one to scare them away. 34 And I will destroy the sound of cheering and the sound of rejoicing from the cities of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem, the sound of the bridegroom and the sound of the bride, because all the land will be a desolation.” 




Exposed Royal Bones

8 “At that time,” says the Lord, “they will bring the bones of the kings of Judah and the bones of her rulers and the bones of the priests and the bones of the prophets and the bones of those who dwell in Jerusalem out of their tombs. 2 And they will air them to the sun and the moon and all the stars, and to all the host of heaven, which they have loved and served and followed and clung to and worshipped. They will be not mourned, and they will not be buried, and they will be an example on the face of the land, 3 because they chose death rather than life, even for all those of that generation who remain in every place where I have thrust them.” 

Unwillingness to Repent

4 For Thus says the Lord: “Does the one who falls not rise up, or the one who turns away not return? 5 On what account has this people of mine turned back in shameless aversion and been overcome by their choice, and did not want to return? 6 Give ear now and listen! Will they not speak like this: ‘There is no human who repents from his wickedness, saying, “What have I done?” ’ The runner has ceased from his race like a sweating horse in its neighing. 7 Even the stork in the sky knew its time. The turtledove and the swallow of the field, the sparrow kept the seasons of their entrance. But my people did not know the judgments of the Lord. 8 How will you say, ‘We are clever, and the law of the Lord is with us?’ The lying pen has become futile to the scribes. 9 The wise were put to shame, and they were terrified and were captured, because they have rejected the law of the Lord. What wisdom is in them? 10 bBecause of this, I will give their wives to others and their fields to their heirs. 13 cAnd they will gather their fruit,” says the Lord. “There are no clusters of grapes on the vines, and no figs on the fig trees; even the leaves have fallen off. 14 What are we sitting on? Let us gather and go into the fortified cities, and let us be cast off, for God has cast us off. And he has given us water with gall, because we have sinned against him. 15 We gathered for peace, and there was no good, for a time of healing and look, there was haste! 16 We will hear the sound of his swift horses from Dan; the whole land quaked at the neighing sound of his horse cavalry; and he will come, and he will devour the land and its fullness, the city and those who dwell in it. 17 For look, I am dispatching deadly serpents against you, against which there is no charm, and they will bite you 18 incurably with pain, your heart failing. 19 Look! The sound of the cry of the daughter of my people from a land afar: ‘Is not the Lord in Zion? Or is there no king there?’ (On what account have they provoked me to anger with their graven images and with foreign vanities?) 20 ‘Summer has passed. Harvest has passed by, and we have not been saved.’ 21 I was saddened at the affliction of the daughter of my people. Birth pangs like those of a woman giving birth have overpowered me with anxiety. 22 Is there no resin in Gilead or no physician there? On what account has the healing of the daughter of my people not gone up?” 




Unfaithful Neighbors

9 aWho will giveb water for my head and a spring of tears for my eyes! Then I would lament this people of mine day and night, those of the daughter of my people who are wounded. 2 cWho would give me a remote lodging place in the wilderness? Will I leave my people behind and depart from them? Because they all commit adultery; they are an assembly of traitors. 3 And they bent their tongue like a bow; falsehood and not faith grew strong upon the land, for they went from evil to evil, and they did not know me. 4 Each of you: watch out for his neighbor! And do not trust his brother! Because every brother will strike with his heel, and every friend will walk deceitfully. 5 Each one will mock his friend; they shall not speak truth. Their tongue has learned to speak lies; they did wrong and did not cease turning to evil. 6 Usury upon usury, and deceit upon deceit; they were not wanting to know me. 

Purging Deceit

7 Because of this, Thus says the Lord: “Look! I will purge them, and I will test them, for I will act because of the face of the evil of the daughter of my people. 8 Their tongue is a wounding javelin. The words of their mouth are deceitful; he speaks peaceful things to his friend, and he has enmity within himself. 9 Shall I not look at these things?” says the Lord, “or shall my soul not be avenged on such a people?” 

Judah Will Be Desolate

10 Take up mourning upon the mountains! And take up a lamentation upon the paths of the desert! Because they have come to an end so that there is no one. They did not hear the sound of existence; they were confounded, from the birds of the sky even to the livestock; they have departed. 11 And I will put Jerusalem into captivity and into an abode of dragons, and I will make the cities of Judah into destruction so that it is uninhabited. 12 Who is the prudent person? So, let him understand this. And to whom has the word of the mouth of the Lord come? Let him declare it to you. Why has the land been destroyed, kindled like a wilderness so that nothing travels through it? 

Scattered for Idolatry

13 And the Lord said to me, “Because they forsook my law that I had put before their face, and they did not hear my voice, 14 but have gone after those things that please their wicked heart, and after idols that their fathers taught them to follow, 15 therefore, this is what the Lord the God of Israel says: ‘Look! I will feed them tribulation and give them water with gall to drink. 16 And I will scatter them among the nations that they and their fathers did not know, and I will send the sword upon them until they are consumed by it.’ ” 

The People Mourn in Judgment

17 Thus says the Lord: “Summon the mourners and let them come! And send for the skilled and let them speak; 18 and let them take up a lamentation over you, and let your eyes bring down tears, and let your eyelashes flow with water. 19 Because the sound of a lamentable person was heard in Zion: ‘How have we endured hardship! We have been very disgraced, because we have forsaken the land, and we have cast down our tents.’ ” 20 Hear now, O women, the word of God, and let your ears receive the words of his mouth. And teach your daughters a dirge, and let a woman teach her friend a lamentation. 21 Because death has gone up through your windows; it has entered your land to destroy infants outside and young men from the wide-open spaces. 22 And the human dead will be an example upon the face of the plain of your land, like stubble behind a reaper. And there will be no one to gather it. 

23 Thus says the Lord: “Let the wise not boast in his wisdom, and let the strong not boast in his strength, and let the wealthy not boast in his riches. 24 Rather let the one who boasts boast in this: that he understands and knows that I am the Lord, the one who deals in mercy and judgment and righteousness upon the earth. For my will is in this,” says the Lord. 25 “Look! The day is coming,” says the Lord, “and I will visit upon all the circumcised their foreskins, 26 upon Egypt and upon Idumea and upon Edom and upon the sons of Ammon and upon the sons of Moab and upon everyone who shaves the things along his face, those who dwell in the desert, because every nation is uncircumcised in flesh, and the whole house of Israel is uncircumcised in their heart.” 




Powerless Idols

10 Hear the word of the Lord, which he spoke against you, O house of Israel! 2 Thus says the Lord: “Do not learn according to the ways of the nations, and do not be afraid at the signs of the sky; for they are frightened before them, 3 because the ordinances of the nations are worthless. A tree is cut down from the forest; it is a carpenter’s work and a molten image. 4 They are adorned with silver and gold. With hammers and nails they have fastened them; they will fasten them, and they will not be moved. 5a aIt is beaten silver; they will not walk. 5bbThey will be lifted and carried, for they will not walk. Do not be afraid of them, because they shall not do harm, and there is no good in them. 9 Overlaid silver will come from Tarshish, gold of Mophaz and a goldsmith’s hand; they all are the work of artisans. They will put blue and purple on them.” 

Worthless Idols

11 This is what you will say to them, “Let gods who have not made the sky and the land be destroyed from the land and from beneath this sky. 12 It is the Lord who made the earth with his power, who set up the inhabited world with his wisdom. And he has stretched out the sky with his insight, 13 and a quantity of water was in the sky, and he brought up clouds from the end of the earth. He turned lightning into rain and brought light out from his treasuries. 14 Every person was foolish, without knowledge; every goldsmith was put to shame with respect to his carved images, because he cast false things; there is no breath in them. 15 They are worthless, works of mockery. At the time of their visitation, they will be utterly destroyed. 16 Such is not the portion of Jacob, because he who formed all things, he is his inheritance; the Lord is his name.” 

The Coming Oppression from the North

17 He gathered your substance together from outside when it was residing in the choicest places. 18 Because Thus says the Lord: “Look! I am overthrowing those who dwell in this land with oppression so that your wound may be found. 19 Woe to you on account of your wound! Your wound is painful! And I said, ‘Indeed this is your wound, and it has taken hold of you. 20 Your tent has endured hardship. It was destroyed, and all your leather coverings were torn asunder.’ My sons and my sheep are no more. There is no longer a place for my tent, a place for my leather covering. 21 Because the shepherds have played the fool, and they did not seek the Lord. Therefore the whole pasture did not perceive, and they were scattered abroad. 22 A sound of a report! Look! It is coming, even a great earthquake from a land of the north, to arrange the cities of Judah into a ruin and a nest for sparrows.” 23 I have known, O Lord, that the way of humankind is not of himself, and a man will not go and establish his journey. 24 Discipline us, O Lord, but with justice and not with anger, so that you may not make us few. 25 Pour out your anger upon the nations that do not know you and upon the generations that have not invoked your name, because they have devoured Jacob and consumed him, and they have made his pastures deserted. 




The Words of the Covenant

11 The word that came from the Lord to Jeremiah, saying, 2 “Hear the words of this covenant, and you shall speak to the men of Judah and to those who dwell in Jerusalem. 3 And you shall say to them, ‘This is what the Lord the God of Israel says: “Cursed is the person who will not listen to the words of this covenant, 4 which I commanded your fathers in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the iron furnace, saying, ‘Hear my voice and do everything I have commanded you. And you will be my people, and I will be your God, 5 so that I might establish my oath that I swore to your fathers, to give to them a land flowing with milk and honey, just as it is this day.’ ” ’ ” And I replied and said, “May it be, O Lord.” 6 And the Lord said to me, “Read these words in the cities of Judah and outside Jerusalem, saying, ‘Hear the words of this covenant and do them.’ ” 8 And they did not do them. 

Baal Worship Provokes the Lord

9 And the Lord said to me, “A conspiracy was found among the men of Judah and among those who dwell in Jerusalem. 10 They have turned back to the injustices of their fathers of the former times who did not want to listen to my words. And look! They went after foreign gods to serve them, and the house of Israel and the house of Judah have scattered my covenant, which I arranged with their fathers.” 11 Because of this, thus says the Lord: “Look! I am bringing calamities upon this people from which they will not be able to escape.a And they will cry out to me, and I will not listen to them. 12 And the cities of Judah and those who dwell in Jerusalem will go and cry out to the gods to whom they burn incense. Will they deliver them in the time of their calamities? 13 Because your gods were as numerous as your cities, O Judah, and you have arranged altars as numerous as the exits of Jerusalem, to burn incense to Baal. 14 And as for you, do not pray for this people, and do not beseech me about them with supplication and prayer, because I will not listen whena they invoke me in the time of their affliction. 15 Why has the beloved performed an abomination in my house? Will prayers and holy flesh remove your evils from you, or will you escape these things? 16 The Lord called your name a beautiful olive tree, well shaded in appearance; at the sound of its pruning,b a fire was kindled upon it. The oppression was great upon you; its branches were rendered useless. 17 And the Lord who planted you has spoken calamities against you in return for the evils of the house of Israel and of the house of Judah, because they have done this to themselves to provoke me to anger by their offering incense to the Baal.” 

A Plot against Jeremiah

18 O Lord, make known to me and I will know. Then I saw their practices, 19 but I did not know, like an innocent lamb being led to be sacrificed. They reckoned an evil reckoning against me, saying, “Come, and let us throw wood into his bread and destroy him from the land of the living, and his name will no longer be remembered.” 20 O Lord who judges righteously, who tests the kidneys and the hearts, may I see your vengeance on them, because I have revealed my duty to you. 21 Because of this, thus says the Lord against the men of Anathoth who are seeking my soul, who say, “You shall not prophesy in the name of the Lord; but if not, you will die by our hands,” 22 “Look! I will pay them a visit. Their young men will die by the sword, and their sons and their daughters will come to an end by famine. 23 And there will be no remnant of them, for I will bring calamities upon those who dwell in Anathoth in the year of their visitation.” 




Survival of the Treacherous

12 You are righteous, O Lord, for I will make a defense to you. Surely, I will speak of judgments to you. Why is it that the way of the ungodly prospers? That all those who deal treacherously in transgressions thrive? 2 You planted them, and they took root. They bore children, and they produced fruit. You are near to their mouth and far from their kidneys. 3 And you, O Lord, you know me. You have tested my heart before you. Purify them unto the day of their slaughter. 4 How long will the land mourn, and all the grass of the field dry up from the evil of those who dwell in it? Livestock and birds have been removed because they said, “God will not see my ways.” 5 Your feet are running, and they are failing you. How will you prepare against horses? And you did not trust in a land of peace. How will you do against the insolence of the Jordan? 6 Because even your brothers and your father’s house, even they have dealt treacherously with you. They also cried aloud. They were gathered together after you. Do not trust them because they speak good things to you. 

Forsaken Inheritance

7 I have forsaken my house; I have let go of my inheritance; I have given my beloved soul into the hands of her enemies. 8 My inheritance has become to me like a lion in a thicket. She has sent her voice upon me. Because of this, I hated her. 9 Is my inheritance a hyena’s cave to me, or is a cave all around her? Go, gather all the wild animals of the field together and let them come to eat her. 10 Many shepherds have utterly destroyed my vineyard. They have defiled my portion; they have turneda my desired portion into an impassable wilderness. 11 It was made into a ruin of annihilation. Because of me the whole land was destroyed by destruction, because there is no one who minds.b 12 Those who are miserable have come to every passage in the wilderness, because the sword of the Lord will devour from the edge of the land. There is no peace for any flesh. 13 Sow wheat and reap thistle. Their lots will not benefit them. Be ashamed of your boasting, of your disgracing before the Lord. 

Swearing by the Lord

14 For Thus says the Lord concerning all the evil neighbors who touch my inheritance that I have allotted to my people Israel. “Look! I am dragging them from their land, and I will throw Judah out from the middle of them. 15 And this will happen after I throw them out: I will turn and have mercy upon them, and I will settle them, each one in his inheritance and each one in his land. 16 And this will happen if, when they are learning, they learn the way of my people, swearing by my name, “As the Lord lives!” just as they taught my people to swear an oath to Baal; and it will be built in the middle of my people. 17 But if they do not turn, then I will lift up that nation with destruction and annihilation.” 




The Symbolic Girdle

13 Thus says the Lord: “Go and get a linen girdle for yourself, and place it around your loins, and it shall not pass through water.” 2 And I acquired the girdle according to the word of the Lord, and I placed it around my loins. 3 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 4 “Take the girdle that is around your loins, and rise up and walk by the Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock.” 5 And I went, and I hid it by the Euphrates as the Lord commanded me. 6 And this happened: After many days the Lord also said to me, “Rise up! Go by the Euphrates and retrieve the girdle that I commanded you to hide.” 7 And I went by the Euphrates River, and I dug, and I took the girdle out of the place where I had buried it, and look! It was utterly destroyed, which made it useful for nothing. 8 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying: “Thus says the Lord, 9 ‘So I will destroy the insolence of Judah and the insolence of Jerusalem, 10 this great insolence, those who are unwilling to listen to my words and have gone after foreign gods, to serve them and worship them. They will be like this girdle that is useful for nothing.’ 11 Because just as the girdle clings around the loins of a man, so I made the house of Israel and all the house of Judah cling to me, for them to become a notable people for me, both as a boast and for glory; and they did not listen to me. 12 And you shall say to this people, ‘Every wineskin will be filled with wine.’ And this will happen if they say to you, ‘Will we, knowing, know that every wineskin will be filled with wine?’ 13 And you will say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Look! I will fill with intoxicating drink those who dwell in this land: their rulers, the sons of David who are seated upon their throne, and the priests and the prophets and Judah and all who dwell in Jerusalem. 14 And I will scatter them, a man and his brother, and their fathers and their sons at the same time. I will not yearn,” says the Lord, “and I will not spare, and I will not have pity at their destruction.” ’ ” 

Judah Sent into Exile

15 Hear and pay attention and do not be lifted up, because the Lord has spoken. 16 Give glory to the Lord your God before darkness comes, and before your feet stumble on dark mountains; and you will wait for daylight, and the shadow of death will be there, and they will be placed in darkness. 17 But if you do not hear, your soul will weep in secret on account of the face of insolence. And your eyes will bring down tears, for the flock of the Lord has been crushed. 18 Say to the king and to those who rule: “Be made low and sit down, because your crown of glory has been removed from your head.” 19 The cities toward the south were enclosed, and there was no one who could open it. Judah was sent into exile. They finished a complete captivity. 

Too Late to Change

20 Lift up your eyes, O Jerusalem, and see those who are coming from the north. Where is the flock that was given to you, the sheep of your glory? 21 What will you say when they visit you? And you taught them lessons for authority concerning you. Will birth pangs not take hold of you, just as a woman giving birth? 22 And if you say in your heart, “Why have these things happened to me?” it is because of the greatness of your injustice that your back parts were uncovered, that your heels were put to shame. 23 Will an Ethiopian change his skin and the leopard its spots? And will you be able to do well, after learning evil? 24 “And I scattered them like firewood, carried by the wind into the desert. 25 This is your lot and portion for resisting me,” says the Lord, “since you have forgotten me and have hoped in lies. 26 And I will uncover your back parts before your face, and your dishonor will be seen, 27 both your adultery and your neighing and the alienation of your fornication. I have seen your abominations upon the hills and in the fields. Woe to you, O Jerusalem, because you were not cleansed after me. How much longer?” 




The Drought

14 And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah concerning the drought: 2 Judah mourned, and her gates were emptied, and they were darkened in the land, and the cry of Jerusalem went up. 3 And her nobles sent their young men for water. They came upon the cisterns, and they did not find water, and they returned their vessels empty. 4 And the labors of the land have come to an end because there was no rain. The farmers were put to shame; they covered their heads. 5 Even the does in the field gave birth, and they abandoned their young because there was no vegetation. 6 Wild asses stood by wooded valleys; they drew wind. Their eyes came to an end because there was no hay. 

A Prayer for Salvation

7 Our sins have stood against us, O Lord; act for us for your sake, because our sins before you are many, because we have sinned against you. 8 You are the endurance of Israel, O Lord, and you save in time of calamity. Why have you become like a foreigner upon the land and like an indigenous person turning to lodging? 9 You will not be like a sleeping person or like a man who is unable to save. And you are among us, O Lord, and your name has been called upon us. Do not forget us! 

Sword and Famine

10 Thus says the Lord to this people: “They have loved to move their feet, and they have not held back, and God did not prosper among them. Now will he remember their wrongdoing.” 11 And the Lord said to me, “Do not pray concerning this people for their good, 12 because if they fast, I will not listen to their prayer; and if they offer whole burnt offerings and sacrifices, I will not be pleased with them. Because I will put an end to them by sword and by famine and by death.” 13 And I said, “One who is, Lord, look! Their prophets are prophesying and saying, ‘You will see no sword, and there will be no famine among you, because I will put truth and peace upon the land and in this place.’ ” 14 And the Lord said to me, “The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I did not send them, and I did not command them, and I did not speak to them, because they are prophesying false visions and divinations and omens and choices of their heart to you.” 15 Because of this, Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets, “The prophets who prophesy lie in my name, but I did not send them who say, ‘Sword and famine will not come upon this land.’ They will die a sickly death, and the prophets will come to an end by famine. 16 And the people to whom they are prophesying will also be thrown into the streets of Jerusalem, from the face of the sword and the famine, and there will be no one to bury them, and as for their wives and their sons and their daughters, I also will pour their evil upon them. 17 And you shall say to them this word: ‘Bring tears down on your eyes day and night, and do not let them cease, because the daughter of my people has been crushed with affliction and with an very painful blow.’ ” 18 If I go out into the field, and look: those wounded by the sword! And if I enter into the city, and look: the distress of famine! For priest and prophet have gone into a land that they had not known. 

Prayer for Healing

19 When rejecting, did you not reject Judah, and has your soul not departed from Zion? Why did you mock us and there is no healing for us? We waited for peace and there was no good, for a time of healing, and look, trouble! 20 We learned of our sins, O Lord, the injustices of our fathers, because we have sinned before you. 21 Desist on account of your name; do not destroy the throne of your glory. Remember, and do not scatter your covenant with us. 22 Among the idols of the nations is there anyone who brings rain or will give the sky its abundance? Are you not he? And we will wait on you, O Lord, because you have done all this. 




The Lord Hands the People Over

15 And the Lord said to me, “If Moses and Samuel stood before my face, my soul would not be toward them. Send this people away and let them go! 2 And this will happen: “If they say to you, ‘Where will we go?’ then you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord: “All who go to death, to death, and all who go to the sword, to the sword, and all who go to famine, to famine, and all who go to captivity, to captivity.” ’ 3 And I will take vengeance upon them in four ways,” says the Lord, “the sword for slaughter, and the dogs for tearing, and the wild animals of the land and the birds of the sky for food and corruption. 4 And I will hand them over to all the kingdoms of the earth for tribulation, on account of Manasseh, son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, concerning all that he did in Jerusalem. 5 Who will have pity upon you, O Jerusalem? And who will be afraid on account of you, or who will return peace to you? 6 You have turned back from me,” says the Lord. “You will go backward, and I will stretch out my hand and utterly destroy you, and I will no longer spread them out. 7 And I will scatter them in a dispersion through the gates of my people. They are made childless; they destroyed my people on account of their evil doings. 8 Their widows were multiplied more than the sand of the sea. I have brought young men against their mother, misery at noon. I cast trembling and haste upon her suddenly. 9 She who brought forth seven sons has wasted away; her soul succumbed. The sun set on her while still in the middle of the day. She was disgraced and reproached. I will give those of them who remain to the sword before their enemies.” 

A Man Condemned

10 Woe is me! O mother! As whom did you give birth to me?a A man condemned and judged by all the land! I did not help, and no one helped anyone. My strength has come to an end among those who cursed me. 11 May they prosper, O Master.b Otherwise, I stood before you in the time of their calamity and in the time of their oppression, for good against the enemy. 

Enslaved to Your Enemies

12 Will iron be known? Your strength is a bronze covering. 13 And I will give your treasures as plunder in exchange for all your sins and inside all your boundaries. 14 And I will enslave you to your enemies all around, in the land that you have not known, because a fire has been kindled by my anger; it will burn upon you. 

A Prayer for Vindication

15 O Lord, remember me and visit me, and hold me guiltless before those who pursue me, not for forbearance. Know how I received reproach concerning you 16 by those who reject your words. Make an end of them, and your word shall be to me as cheer and delight to my heart, because your name has been invoked upon me, O Lord Almighty. 17 I did not sit in the assembly of those who mock, but I was reverent at the face of your hand. I was seated by myself because I was filled with bitterness. 18 Why do those who grieve me prevail over me? My wound is severe. How will I be healed? When it came, it came to me like false water without faith. 19 Because of this, thus says the Lord: “If you return, then I will restore you, and you will stand before my face. And if you bring out what is valued from the worthy, you will serve as my mouth. And they will turn to you, and you will not turn to them. 20 And I will give you to this people as a fortified bronze wall, and they will fight against you, and they shall not prevail against you; for I am with you to save you 21 and to deliver you from the hand of evildoers, and to redeem you from the hand of the plague.” 




Jeremiah’s Celibacy and Message

16 c“And you, do not take a wife,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, 2 “and no son or daughter will be born to you in this place.” 3 Because thus says the Lord about the sons and about the daughters who were born in this place and about their mothers who gave them birth and about their fathers who begot them in this land: 4 “They will die a sickly death. They will not be mourned or buried. They will serve as an example on the face of the earth both for the wild animals of the earth and the winged creatures of the sky. They will fall by the sword, and they will come to an end by famine.” 5 Thus says the Lord: “Do not enter into their mourning feasts and do not go to mourn, and you should not mourn them, because I have removed my peace from this people. 6 They shall certainly not cut themselves and certainly not make gashes or be shaved. 7 And certainly no bread will be broken in their grief, for comfort on account of the dead. They will not give him a cup for comfort to drink on account of his father and mother. 8 You will not enter into a drinking house to sit with them to eat and to drink.” 9 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: “Look! I am destroying the sound of joy and the sound of cheer from this place before your eyes and in your days, the voice of a bridegroom and the voice of a bride. 10 And this will happen when you have told this people all these sayings; then they will say to you, ‘Why has the Lord spoken all these calamities against us? What is our injustice? And what is our sin that we have sinned in the presence of the Lord our God?’ 11 And you will say to them, ‘ “Because your fathers have forsaken me,” says the Lord, “and have gone after foreign gods and served them and worshipped them, and they have forsaken me and do not keep my law. 12 And you have done more evil than your fathers, and look, you each keep going after what is pleasing to your evil heart so as not to listen to me. 13 And I will cast you off from this land into the land that you and your fathers have not known, and there you will serve other gods who will not offer mercy to you.” ’ ” 

The Lord Will Restore Israel

14 “Because of this, look, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “and they will no longer say, ‘The Lord lives, he who brought the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt,’ 15 but instead, ‘The Lord lives, who brought the house of Israel out of the land of the north and out of all the territories where they had been forced.’ And I will restore them to their land that I gave to their fathers. 16 Look! I am sending many fishermen,” says the Lord, “and they will go fishing for them; and after these things, I will send many hunters, and they will hunt them atop every mountain and atop every hill and from the crevices of the rocks; 17 because my eyes are on all their ways, and their wrongs are not hidden before my eyes. 18 And I will repay through all their wickedness and their sins by which they have profaned my land, with the carcasses of their abominations and with their lawlessness by which they have trespassed my inheritance.” 19 O Lord, you are my strength and my help and my refuge in the days of calamity. To you the nations will come, from the ends of the land, and they will say, “How have our fathers acquired false idols?” and “There is no benefit in them. 20 Shall a human make gods for himself?” and “These are not gods!” 21 Because of this, look, I will make my hand evident to them at this time, and I will make my power known to them, and they will know that my name is the Lord. 




The Heart without Discretion

17 5 Cursed is the person who has hope in humankind and who will lean the flesh of his arm on him and his heart is removed from the Lord. 6 And he will be like the tamarisk in the desert; he will not see when good things come. And he will encamp by the sea and in the wilderness, in a briny land that is not inhabited. 7 And blessed is the person who trusts the Lord, and the Lord will be his hope. 8 And he will be like a tree flourishing beside the waters, and it will cast its roots into the moisture. It will not fear when heat comes, and there will be wooded branches on it. It will not fear in the year of drought, and it will not cease making fruit. 9 The heart is deeper than all things; a person is also. And who will understand him? 10 I, the Lord, who visits hearts and tests the kidneys to give each according to his ways and according to the fruits of his pursuits. 11 The partridge sang; it collected what it did not bring forth. So is the one who makes his wealth without judgment: at the midpoint of his days, they will forsake him, and at his end he will be crazy. 

Prayer for Vindication

12 A throne of glory, highly exalted, is our sanctuary! 13 O endurance of Israel! O Lord! Let all who forsake you be disgraced; let those who have turned away be written upon the earth, because they have forsaken the spring of life, the Lord. 14 Heal me, O Lord, and I will be healed. Save me, and I will be saved, because you are my boast. 15 Look! They say to me, “Where is the word of the Lord? Let it come!” 16 But I have not grown weary of following after you, and I have not desired the day of humankind; you understand. What goes out through my lips is before your face. 17 Do not become like an estranged person to me, by sparing me in an evil day. 18 Let those who pursue me be disgraced, and may I not be ashamed. May they be terrified, and may I not be afraid. Bring an evil day upon them; wound them with a double wound! 

Keeping the Sabbath

19 Thus says the Lord: “Go and stand in the gates of the sons of your people, those through which the rulers of Judah enter, and by which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem. 20 And you shall say to them the word of the Lord: “O kings of Judah, and all Judah and all Jerusalem who enter by these gates. 21 Thus says the Lord: ‘Guard your souls, and do not take up burdens on the Sabbath days and do not enter the gates of Jerusalem. 22 aAnd do not carry burdens from your houses on Sabbath days, and you shall do no labor. Sanctify the Sabbath days just as I commanded your fathers, and they did not listen or incline their ear. 23 And they hardened their neck more than their fathers so as not to hear me and so as not to receive instruction. 24 And this will happen, if you listen to me,’ says the Lord, ‘so as not to carry burdens through the gates of this city on the Sabbath days and sanctify the Sabbath days not to do any labor: 25 Then the kings and rulers will enter through the gates of this city, seated upon the throne of David and riding upon their chariots and horses, they and their rulers, men of Judah and those who dwell in Jerusalem, and this city will be established for eternity. 26 And they will come from the cities of Judah, and from all around Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and from the land of the plain, and from the mountain, and from the land toward the south, bearing whole burnt offerings and sacrifices and incense and manna and frankincense, bringing praise to the house of the Lord. 27 And this will happen, if you do not listen to me so as to sanctify the Sabbath days, so as not to lift up burdens and not to enter the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath days; then I will kindle a fire in its gates, and it will devour blocks of houses of Jerusalem, and it will not be quenched.’ ” 




The Potter and the Clay

18 The word that came from the Lord to Jeremiah, saying, 2 “Rise up and go down to the house of the potter, and there you will hear my words.” 3 And I went down to the potter’s house and look, he was doing work on the stones. 4 And the vessel that he was making fell in his hands, and he remade it as another vessel, as it pleased him to do. 5 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 6 “Shall I not be able to do with you just as this potter, O house of Israel? Look, in my hands you are like the clay is to the potter. 7 Finally I will speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to remove and destroy it. 8 And let that nation turn from all their evil, and I will change my mind concerning the evil that I have planned to do to them. 9 And finally I will speak concerning a nation and a kingdom to rebuild and to plant it, 10 and they do evil before me so as not to hear my voice. And I will change my mind concerning the good things that I have spoken to do to them. 11 And now, say to the men of Judah and to those who dwell in Jerusalem: ‘Look, I am shaping calamities against you, and I am counting a plan against you. Let each now turn away from his evil way, and you will make your pursuits good.’ ” 12 And they said, “We will be manly, because we will pursue our perversions, and we will each do the pleasures of his evil heart.” 

Israel Will Be Scattered

13 Because of this, thus says the Lord: “Ask now among the nations: Who has heard such horrible things that the virgin of Israel has done very much? 14 Will the knollsa come to an end from a rock, or does the snow from Lebanon come to an end? Will water carried violently by wind turn around? 15 Because my people have forgotten me; they burned incense in vain, and they will become feeble in their ways, to go upon eternal reeds that have no path for traveling, 16 to appoint their land for destruction, even an eternal hissing. All who walk it will be amazed and will shake their head. 17 I will scatter them according to the face of their enemies like a burning wind. I will show them the day of their destruction.” 

A Plot against Jeremiah

18 And they said, “Come, let us plan a plan against Jeremiah, because the law will not perish from a priest or counsel from a wise man or a word from a prophet. Come, and let us strike him with the tongue, and let us hear all his words.” 

Jeremiah’s Prayer against the Plotters

19 Listen to me, O Lord, and listen to the sound of my plea. 20 Are evil things returned in place of good? Because they are saying words against my life, and they have hidden their punishment from me. Remember me standing before your face to speak good things for them, so as to turn back your rage from them. 21 Therefore give their sons to famine, and gather them to the hand of the sword. Let their women be childless and widows, and let their men be slain to death and their young men felled by the sword in battle. 22 Let there be a shout in their houses! You shall bring thieves suddenly upon them, because they undertook a word for my capture and hid traps for me! 23 And you, O Lord, you knew all their counsels against me for death. Do not allow their injustices to go unpunished, and do not plaster over their sins from your face. Let their weakness be before you; deal with them in a time of your anger. 




The Broken Wine Jar

19 Then the Lord said to me, “Go and get a wine jar formed of clay, and you shall bring some of the elders of the people and the priests, 2 and you shall go out to the common burial place of the sons of their children, which is at the doors of the gate of the Charsith Gate; and there read all these words that I will speak to you. 3 And you will say to them, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, O kings of Judah, and men of Judah, and those who dwell in Jerusalem, and those who enter these gates. This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: “Look, I am bringing calamities upon this place, so that the ears of everyone who hears them will ring. 4 Because they have forsaken me, and they have alienated this place, and in it they have burned incense to foreign gods that they and their fathers had not known, and the kings of Judah have filled this place with innocent blood. 5 And they have built high places to Baal to burn their sons in the fire, which I did not command or intend in my heart. 6 Therefore look, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “and this place will not be called ‘Breakdown’ and ‘Graveyard of the Sons of Ennom,’ but instead ‘Graveyard of Slaughter.’ 7 And I will slaughter the counsel of Judah and the counsel of Jerusalem in this place, and I will overthrow them with the sword before their enemies and by the hands of those who seek their souls. And I will give their corpses to the birds of the sky and the wild animals of the earth for food. 8 And I will bring this city down for destruction and for hissing. Everyone who passes by it will look angry and will hiss on account of all its wound. 9 And they will eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and each one will eat the flesh of his neighbor in the fortification and siege with which their enemies will besiege them.” 10 And you shall crush the wine jar at the eyes of the men who go out with you, 11 and you shall say, “Thus says the Lord: ‘I will crush this people and this city like this, just as a vessel of clay that cannot be healed is crushed.’ 12 For I will act this way,” says the Lord, “to this place and to those who dwell in it, for this city to be appointed as the one that breaks down. 13 And houses of Jerusalem and houses of the rulers of Judah will be like the breaking-down place because of their impurities in all the houses in which they burned incense on their housetops to all the host of heaven, and poured out drink offerings to foreign gods.” ’ ” 

Calamities for Heedlessness

14 And Jeremiah came from Breakdown where the Lord sent him to prophesy, and he stood in the court of the house of the Lord and said to all the people, 15 “Thus says the Lord: ‘Look, I am bringing all the calamities that I have spoken against this city and against all its cities and upon its villages against it, because they have hardened their neck not to listen to my commandments.’ ” 




Pashhur’s Fate

20 And Pashhur the priest, son of Immer, (this one also was appointed leader of the house of the Lord) heard Jeremiah prophesying these words. 2 And he struck him and threw him into the waterfall that was by the gate of a house designated as the attic, which was in the house of the Lord. 3 And Pashhur brought Jeremiah out of the waterfall, and Jeremiah said to him, “The Lord has not called your name Pashhur but rather ‘Sojourner.’ 4 Because thus says the Lord: ‘Look, I am giving you up to deportation with all your friends, and they will fall by the sword of their enemies, and your eyes will see it. And I will give you and all Judah into the hands of the king of Babylon, and they will deport them and cut them down by the sword. 5 And I will give all the strength of this city and all her toils and all the treasures of the king of Judah into the hands of his enemies, and they will bring them to Babylon. 6 And you and all those who dwell in your house will go in captivity, and you will die in Babylon, and you will be buried there, you and all your friends to whom you prophesied lies.’ ” 

Jeremiah Complains

7 O Lord, you have deceived me, and I was deceived; you were mighty, and you have prevailed. I have become as a laughingstock every day; I continue to be mocked. 8 Because I will laugh with my bitter word. I will call upon faithlessness and misery, because the word of the Lord has become a reproach to me and a joke my whole day. 9 And I said “I shall not name the name of the Lord, and I will no longer speak in his name.” And it became like a kindled fire burning in my bones, and I have become weak everywhere, and I have not been able to bear up. 10 Because I have heard the blame of many gathered from all around all around: “Gather together, and let us gather together against him, all men who are his friends! Watch his intention, whether he shall be deceived, and let us prevail against him and take our vengeance upon him.” 11 But the Lord is with me, just as a powerful warrior; therefore, they pursued and were unable to perceive. They were put to extreme shame because they did not perceive their dishonor, which will not be forgotten for eternity. 12 O Lord, who approves what is righteous, who understands the kidneys and the hearts, may I see your vengeance among them, because I have revealed my pleas to you. 13 Sing to the Lord! Praise him, because he has delivered the life of the poor from the hand of evildoers. 

Jeremiah Despises His Life

14 Cursed be the day in which I was born! May the day on which my mother brought me forth not be longed for! 15 Cursed be the person who brought the good news to my father, saying, “A boy was born to you!” and being cheerful. 16 Let that person be like the cities that the Lord overthrew in anger and did not feel regret. Let him hear a cry in the morning and a loud noise at noon 17 because he did not kill me in the womb, so that my mother would become my tomb for me, or her womb perpetually pregnant with me. 18 Why is it that I have come forth from the womb to see troubles and toils, and my days continued in shame? 




The Message to Zedekiah by Pashhur

21 The word that came from the Lord to Jeremiah when king Zedekiah sent to him Pashhur, son of Malchiah, and Zephaniah, son of Manasseh the priest, saying, 2 “Inquire of the Lord concerning us (because the king of Babylon has stood against us) if the Lord will act according to all his wonders, and he will depart from us.” 

3 And Jeremiah said to them, “You shall say this to Zedekiah, king of Judah: 4 ‘Thus says the Lord: “Look, I am turning back the weapons of war with which you make war against the Chaldeans, who have confined you from outside the wall in the middle of this city. 5 And I myself will make war against you with an outstretched hand and with a mighty arm, with anger and great wrath. 6 And I will strike all those who dwell in this city, humans and livestock, with great death, and they will die. 7 And after these things,” thus says the Lord, “I will give Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his children and the people that are left in this city from death and famine and the sword into the hands of their enemies who seek their souls; and they will cut them down with the edge of the sword. I will not spare against them, and I shall not have pity on them.” ’ 8 And you will say to this people, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Look, I myself have placed the way of life and the way of death before your face. 9 He who sits in this city will die by the sword and by famine, and he who goes out to side with the Chaldeans who have confined you will live, and his life will be spoils, and he will live. 10 Because I have set my face against this city for evil and not for good. It will be handed into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he will burn it with fire.” ’ ” 

The Fire of the Lord’s Wrath

11 O house of the king of Judah, hear the word of the Lord. 12 O house of David, Thus says the Lord: “Render judgment in the morning and prosper, and take the spoils from the hand of him who wrongs him, in order that my wrath may not be kindled like a fire and burn, and there will be no one who will quench it. 13 Look, I am against you, O inhabitants of the valley of Tyre, the plain, who say ‘Who will terrify us, or who will go in to the dwelling place?’ 14 And I will kindle a fire in her forest, and it will consume everything around her.” 




Do Justice

22 Thus says the Lord: “Go and descend to the house of the king of Judah, and you shall speak this word there; 2 and you will say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, O king of Judah who sits upon the throne of David, you and your household and your people and those who enter by these gates. 3 Thus says the Lord: “Do justice and righteousness and deliver the one who is plundered from the hand of the one who wrongs him. And do not oppress the stranger and the orphan and the widow, and do not act wickedly, and do not pour out innocent blood in this place. 4 For if you really do this thing, also kings will enter by the gate of this house, seated upon the throne of David and mounted upon chariots and horses, they and their servants and their people. 5 But if you will do not these things, I have sworn by myself,” says the Lord, “that this house will become a ruin, 6 because Thus says the Lord against the house of the king of Judah: ‘You are Gilead to me, O ruler of Lebanon. If I do not make you into a desert, cities not to be inhabited! 7 And I will bring a destroyera and his axe against you, and they will cut down your choice cedars and cast them into the fire. 8 And the nations will pass through this city and each will say to his friend, “Why did the Lord do this to this great city?” 9 And they will say, “Because they forsook the covenant of the Lord their God, and they worshipped foreign gods and served them.” ’ ” ’ ” 

Shallum Exiled

10 Do not weep for the dead or wail for him. Weep with weeping for him who is going away, for he no longer returns, nor will he see his country.b 11 Because Thus says the Lord with respect to Shallum, son of Josiah, who was reigning in place of Josiah his father, who went away from this place: “He will no longer return there; 12 instead, he will die in the place where I exiled him, and he will never see this land again.” 

Jehoiakim’s Fate

13 He who builds his house without righteousness and his upper rooms without judgment will labor alongside his friend for free,c and he shall not pay his wages to him. 14 “You built a suitable house for yourself, ventilated upper rooms distinguished by windows and paneled with cedar and anointed with red earth. 15 Will you reign because you were provoked by Achaz your father? They will not eat and drink; it is better for you to render judgment and righteousness. 16 They did not know; they did not render judgment for the low or justice for the needy. Is this not because you do not know me?” says the Lord. 17 Look, neither your eyes nor your heart are good things, but they are directed toward your greed and toward the innocent blood to pour it out, and toward injustice and toward murder to do these things. 18 Therefore, thus says the Lord against Jehoiakim, son of Josiah, king of Judah, even against this man: “They shall not mourn for him, ‘O brother!’ And they will not weep for him, ‘Alas, lord!’ 19 He will be buried with the burial of a donkey; swept away, he will be thrown beyond the gate of Jerusalem.” 

Jeconiah’s Fate

20 Go up to Lebanon and cry out, and give your voice unto Bashan, and shout to the other side of the sea, because all your lovers have been crushed. 21 I spoke to you in your transgression, and you said, “I will not listen.” This was your way from your youth; you have not listened to my voice. 22 The wind will shepherd all your shepherds, and your lovers will go out in captivity, because then you will be put to shame and dishonored because of all your lovers. 23 O inhabitant of Lebanon, nesting among the cedars, you will sigh when pain comes upon you as she who gives birth. 24 “As I live,” says the Lord, “even if Jeconiah, son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, in becoming becomes a signet ring upon my right hand, I will remove you from there 25 and hand you into the hands of those who seek your life, whom you are afraid of from their face, into the hands of the Chaldeans. 26 And I will cast you and your mother who birthed you into a land where you were not birthed, and there you will die.” 27 But they shall not return to the land that they pray for with their souls. 28 Jeconiah was dishonored like a vessel that there is no need of it, that was cast out and thrown into a land that he had not known. 29 Land, O land, hear the word of the Lord: 30 “Record this man as a castaway person, because he shall not be raised up from his seed to sit upon the throne of David as ruler again in Judah.” 




Shepherds of the People

23 O shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of their pasture! 2 Because of this, thus says the Lord against those who shepherd my people: “You have scattered my sheep and thrust them out and not looked after them. Look, I will take revenge upon you according to your evil pursuits. 3 And I myself will receive the remnant of my people upon every land where I have thrust them out, and I will appoint them to their pasture, and they will increase and multiply. 4 And I will raise up for them shepherds who will shepherd them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified,” says the Lord. 

A Righteous King

5 “Look, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “and I will raise up a righteous rising for David, and a king will reign and understand and perform justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days both Judah will be delivered, and Israel will encamp confidently, and this is his name, which the Lord will call him: “Jozadak.” 

The Unfaithful Prophets

7 “Therefore look, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “and they will no longer say, ‘As the Lord lives, who brought up the house of Israel from the land of Egypt,’ 8 but ‘As the Lord lives, who gathered all the seed of Israel from the land of the north and from all the territories where he had thrust them, and restored them to their land.’ 9 Among the prophets: my heart was crushed within me; all my bones were shaken. I became like a broken man and like a person seized by wine, on account of the face of the Lord and on account of the wondrous face of his glory. 10 Because the land mourned on account of the face of these things. The pastures of the wilderness were dried up, and their thicket became evil and similarly their strength. 11 Because priest and prophet were defiled, and I saw their wickedness in my house. 12 Therefore let their way be to them like a fall in darkness, and they will be tripped up and fall in it, because I will bring calamities upon them in the year of their visitation. 13 And among the prophets of Samaria I saw transgressions of the law. They prophesied through the Baal and led my people Israel astray. 14 And among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen horrible things: adulterers and those who walk in lies and strengthen the hands of many so that each one of them does not turn back from his evil way. They have all become to me like Sodom, and those who dwell in it just like Gomorrah. 

The True Oracle of the Lord

15 Therefore thus says the Lord: “Look, I myself will feed them pain, and I will give them bitter water to drink because defilement went out from the prophets of Jerusalem to the whole land.” 16 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets, because they bring visions to nothing by themselves; they speak from their own heart and not from the mouth of the Lord. 17 They say to those who reject the word of the Lord, ‘There will be peace to you,’ and to all who walk by their will, to all who walk by the deception of his heart, they said, ‘Evil will not come upon you.’ 18 Because who has stood in the assembly of the Lord and seen his word? Who has paid attention and listened? 19 Look! An earthquake from the Lord! And wrath goes out like a whirlwind; gathered up, it will come upon the ungodly. 20 And the anger of the Lord will no longer turn back until he has done it, from the undertaking of his heart. At the end of days, they will perceive it. 21 I did not send the prophets, and they kept running. And I did not speak to them, and they kept prophesying. 22 And if they had stood in support of me and heard my words, also my people might have turned themselves back from their evil pursuits. 23 I am a God nearby and not a God far off. 24 If someone is hidden in secret then will I not see him? Do I not fill the sky and the land?” says the Lord. 25 “I have heard the things that the prophets have spoken; they are prophesying lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed a dream!’ 26 How long will there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy, when they prophesy the will of their heart, 27 who plan to forget my law with their dreams that each one recites in detail to his friend, just as their fathers have forgotten my name by the Baal? 28 Let the prophet in whom the dream is recite his dream in detail. And let him to whom my word comes recite my word in truth in detail. What is the chaff to the grain? 29 aSo are my words,” says the Lord. “Look! Are not my words like fire and like an axe smiting a rock?b 32 Because of this, look! I am against the prophets who prophesy false dreams and have not recited them in detail, and led my people astray by their lies and by their leading astray, and I did not send them, and I did not command them, and they will not help this people with help. 33 And if this people or a priest or a prophet would ask you, ‘What is the oracle of the Lord?’ then you shall say to them, ‘ “You are the oracle and I will strike you,” says the Lord.’ 34 As for the prophet and the priests and the people who might say, ‘Oracle of the Lord,’ then I will avenge that person and his house. 35 This is what you shall say, each to his friend and each to his brother, ‘What was answered by the Lord?’ and ‘What has the Lord spoken?’ 36 And do not call it ‘Oracle of the Lord’ any longer, because his word to humankind will be the oracle, 37 ‘And why has the Lord our God spoken?’ ” 38 Therefore this is what the Lord our God says: “Because those of you who have said this word, ‘Oracle of the Lord,’ and I sent to you, saying, ‘You shall not say, “Oracle of the Lord.” ’ 39 Therefore look, I myself am taking and striking you and the city that I have given you and your fathers. 40 And I will place an eternal reproach and an eternal dishonor into you that will not be forgotten.’ ” 




The Prophecy of the Figs

24 The Lord showed me two baskets of figs laid according to the face of the temple of the Lord after Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, exiled Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the rulers and the craftsmen and the prisoners and the neighbors from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon. 2 The one basket was of very good figs like early figs, and the other basket was of very bad figs that could not be eaten due to their badness. 3 And the Lord said to me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” And I said, “Figs; the good ones are very good, and the bad ones, which will not be eaten due to their badness, are very bad.” 4 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5 “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Like these good figs, so I will acknowledge the Judeans who have been exiled, whom I have sent away from this place to the land of the Chaldeans for good things. 6 And I will set my eyes upon them for good things, and I will restore them to this land for good things. And I will rebuild them, and I shall not tear them down, and I will plant them and shall not pluck them up. 7 And I will give them a heart for them to know me, that I am the Lord, and they will be a people for me, and I will be a God for them, for they will return to me with their whole heart.’ 8 And like the bad figs, which could not be eaten due to their badness, thus says the Lord: ‘In this way I will hand over Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his nobles and those of Jerusalem who remain in this land and who dwell in Egypt. 9 And I will makea them a scattering to all the kingdoms of the earth, and a reproach and an illustration and a hated thing and a curse in every place I have thrust them. 10 And I will send them famine and death and the sword until they come to an end from the land that I have given them.’ ” 




The Seventy Years

25 The word that came to Jeremiah against all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 2 which he spoke to all the people of Judah and to those who dwell in Jerusalem, saying, 3 “In the thirteenth year of Josiah, the son of Amos, king of Judah, and until this day for twenty-three years, I spoke to you, rising early and speaking. 4 And I sent you my servants, the prophets, sending them at dawn, and you did not listen or pay attention with your ears, 5 saying, ‘Turn back, each of you, from his evil way and from your evil pursuits, and you will dwell upon the land that I gave you and your fathers from eternity to eternity. 6 Don’t go after foreign gods to serve them and worship them, so that you do not provoke me by the works of your hands so as to mistreat you.’ 7 And you did not hear me.” 8 Therefore, thus says the Lord: “Since you have not trusted my words, 9 look, I am sending and will take a family from the north, and I will bring them against this land and against those who dwell in it and against all the nations surrounding it. And I will desolate them and give them up to destruction and hissing and an eternal reproach. 10 And I will destroy the sound of joy and the sound of merriment from them, the sound of the bridegroom and the sound of the bride, the scent of perfume and the light of the lamp. 11 And all the land will be a ruin, and they will be slaves among the nations for seventy years. 12 And when seventy years have been completed, I will avenge that nation, and I will make them an eternal destruction. 13 And I will bring against that land all my words that I have spoken against it, all that is written in this document.” 

Prophecy against Elam

14 aWhat Jeremiah prophesied against the nations of Elam. 

15 Thus says the Lord: “Let the bow of Elam be broken, the power of their sovereignty. 16 And I will bring the four winds from the four edges of the sky against Elam, and I will scatter them among all these winds, and there will be no nation to which those who were thrust out of Elam will not come. 17 And I will terrify them before their enemies who seek their life. And I will bring bad things upon them, according to the wrath of my anger, and I will send my sword after them until they are consumed. 18 And I will set my throne in Elam, and from there I will send a king and nobles. 19 And this will happen in the end of days: I will also return the captivity of Elam,” says the Lord. 




26 bIn the beginning of Zedekiah the king reigning, this word came concerning Elam. 

A Prophecy against Egypt

2 For Egypt, against the power of Pharaoh Neco, king of Egypt, who was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish whom Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, struck in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, king of Judah: 3 Take up weapons and shields and advance to battle! 4 And saddle the horses; mount up, horsemen! And appoint yourselves with your helmets; strike with spears and put on your breastplates! 5 Why is it that they are terrified and withdraw backward? “Because their mighty ones will be smitten. They have fled in flight. and did not turn back, surrounded all around,” says the Lord. 6 Let the swift not flee and let the strong not escape to the north; the forces beside the Euphrates are weak, and they have fallen. 7 Who is this who shall rise like a river, and like rivers surge with water? 8 The waters of Egypt will rise up like a river, and said, “I will rise up and cover the land, and I will destroy those who dwell in it!” 9 Mount up upon the horses; prepare the chariots! Go out, O warriors of the Ethiopians and Libyans, fully armed with weapons! And Lydians, go up; stretch the bow! 10 And that day is a day of vengeance to the Lord our God, to avenge his enemies; and the sword of the Lord will devour and be filled up and become drunk with their blood, for it is a sacrifice for the Lord from the land of the north upon the Euphrates River. 11 Go up, O Gilead, and take resin to the virgin daughter of Egypt! You have multiplied your remedies in vain; there is no help for you. 12 Nations have heard your voice, and the earth was filled with your cry, because a warrior became weak toward a warrior; both have fallen at the same time. 

Babylonia Will Strike Egypt

13 The things that the Lord spoke by the hand of Jeremiah, the coming of the king of Babylon to strike the land of Egypt. 14 Declare in Migdol, and proclaim in Memphis; you shall say, “Stand up and be ready, because a sword has devoured your yew tree.” 15 Why has Apis, your chosen calf, fled from you? He has not remained because the Lord weakened him. 16 And your multitude was weak, and they fell, and each one kept saying to his neighbor, “Let us rise up and turn back to our people in our homeland, from the face of the Greek sword!” 17 Call the name of Pharaoh Neco, king of Egypt, Saon-Hesbi-Hemoed. 18 “As I live,” says the Lord God, “I swear that he will come like Itabyrion among the mountains and like Carmel by the sea. 19 Make implements of exile for yourself, O daughter of Egypt who dwells, for Memphis will become a ruin, and it will be called ‘Woe!’ on account of the absence of inhabitants in it. 20 Egypt is an adorned heifer; a piece of the north came upon her. 21 And her hired servants with her are like well-fed fatted calves with her, so that even they were turned back and have fled with one accord. They did not stand, because a day of annihilation has come upon them, and a time of their vengeance. 22 A sound like a hissing serpent, for they are going in the sand. They will come upon her with axes. 23 Like those who chop wood, they will cut down her forest,” says the Lord, “because it shall not be compared, for it increased more than locusts, and they are innumerable. 24 The daughter of Egypt was disgraced; she was handed over into the hands of a people from the north.” 25 “Look! I am avenging Amon, her son, upon Pharaoh, and upon those who trust in him. 27 But as for you, do not be afraid, my servant Jacob, or be terrified, Israel; for look, I am delivering you from afar, and your seed out of their captivity. And Jacob will return and be still and sleep, and there will be no one who troubles him. 28 Do not be afraid, my servant Jacob,” says the Lord, “because I am with you. The undaunted and delicate image has been handed over; for I will make a full payment among every place into which I have thrust you, but I will not make you come to an end! And I will instruct you in justice, and I will not hold you guiltless.” 




Prophecy against Babylon

27 aThe word of the Lord that he spoke against Babylon. 2 Declare among the nations and make it heard and do not hide. Say: “Babylon has been taken! Bel the undaunted image has been disgraced; Merodach the delicate image was handed over. 3 Because a nation from the north has gone up against her. This nation will make her land a ruin, and there will be no one who dwells in her, from humankind even to cattle. 4 In those days and at that time the sons of Israel will come, they and the sons of Judah upon it; they will go walking and weeping, seeking the Lord their God. 5 They will ask the way to Zion, for here they will put their face, and they will come and flee for refuge to the Lord God. For the eternal covenant will not be forgotten.” 

Judgment on Babylon

6 “My people have become lost sheep. Their shepherds have thrust them out. They have led them astray upon the mountains; they have gone from mountain to hill. They have forgotten their bed. 7 All those who find them will consume them. Their enemies said, ‘Let us not abandon them because they have sinned against the Lord. There is a pasture of righteousness for the one who gathered their fathers.’ 8 Be alienated from the middle of Babylon and from the land of the Chaldeans, and go out and become like dragons according to the face of sheep; 9 for look, I am awakening gatherings of nations from the land of the north against Babylon, and they will array themselves against her. From thence she will be taken, like an arrow of a skilled warrior will not return in vain. 10 And Chaldea will be for plunder; all who plunder her will be fully satisfied. 11 Because you were cheerful, and you were boasting while plundering my inheritance. Because you were leaping about like cattle in the vegetation, and you were butting horns like bulls. 12 Your mother was put to extreme shame, a mother for good things, the last of nations, deserted. 13 On account of the wrath of the Lord she will not be inhabited, and all of her will become a ruin, and everyone who travels through Babylon will be sullen and hiss at her every wound. 14 Array yourselves against Babylon all around; everyone who bends the bow! Shoot at her! Do not spare with your arrows. 15 And prevail against her; her hands are weakened; her bulwarks have fallen, and her wall is utterly destroyed. Because vengeance is from God, avenge upon her. As she has done, do to her. 16 Utterly destroy from Babylon the seed, the one who holds the sickle at harvest time. On account of the face of the Greek sword each of them will return to his people, and each of them will flee into his land.” 

Mercy to Israel

17 Israel is a wandering sheep; lions have forced him out. The first, the king of Assyria, ate him; and this later one, the king of Babylon, ate his bones. 18 Therefore thus says the Lord: “Look! I am avenging upon the king of Babylon and upon his land, just as I took revenge upon the king of Assyria. 19 And I will restore Israel to his pasture, and he will feed on Carmel and on Mount Ephraim and in Gilead, and his soul will be satisfied. 20 In those days and at that time they will seek the injustice of Israel, and there will be none; and they will seek the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found, because I will be merciful to those who remain upon the land,” says the Lord. 

Vengeance against Babylon

21 “Go up against her bitterly, and against those who dwell in her. Avenge, O sword, and destroy!” says the Lord, “and act according to everything that I am commanding you.” 22 The sound of battle and great destruction in the land of the Chaldeans! 23 How the hammer of all the earth is broken and crushed! How Babylon has become a destruction among the nations! 24 They will come upon you, and you, like Babylon, will not know it, and you will be taken. You were found and taken, because you stood against the Lord. 25 The Lord has opened his storehouse, and he has brought out the vessels of his wrath, because there is a work for the Lord God in the land of the Chaldeans, 26 for her times have come. Open her storehouses! Search her as a cave, and utterly destroy her. Let there be no remnant of her. 27 Dry up all her fruits and let them go down to slaughter. Woe to them, because their day has come, and their season of vengeance. 28 The sound of fleeing and escaping from the land of Babylon, to declare in Zion the vengeance from the Lord our God. 29 Summon against Babylon a multitude of all who stretch a bow! Pitch camp against her all around; let there be none who escape from her. Repay her according to her works. Do to her according to everything that she has done, for she has stood against the Lord, the holy God of Israel. 30 “Therefore her young men will fall in her streets, and all her men who are warriors will be thrown away,” says the Lord. 31 “Look! I am against you, O wanton one,” says the Lord, “because your day has come, and your time of vengeance. 32 And your insolence will become weak and fall. And there will be no one who can raise it. And I will kindle a fire in her forest, and it will devour all the things around her.” 

The Capture of Babylon

33 Thus says the Lord: “The sons of Israel and the sons of Judah have been oppressed; all their captors have oppressed them together, because they did not want to send them away. 34 And he who redeems them is strong; the Lord Almighty is his name. He will judge with judgment against his adversaries, so that he might lift the land up and sharpen at those who dwell in Babylon 35 a sword against the Chaldeans and against those who dwell in Babylon and against her nobles and against her wise men; 36 a sword against her warriors, and they will be weakened; a sword against their horses and against their chariots; 37 a sword against their warriors and against the mixture that is in her midst, and they will be like women; a sword against her storehouses, and they will be scattered 38 over her water, and they will be disgraced, for it is a land of graven images; and among the islands where they were boasting. 39 Therefore apparitions will dwell among the islands, and daughters of Sirens will dwell in her. They will by no means be inhabited any longer, for eternity. 40 Just as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and those who border upon them,” says the Lord, “no person shall dwell there, and no child of humankind will by any means dwell there. 41 Look, a people is coming from the north, and a great nation, and many kings will be awakened from the end of the land, 42 holding bow and dagger. This people is reckless and shall show no mercy. Their voice will resound like the sea; they will ride on horses, prepared like a fire for war, against you, O daughter of Babylon! 43 The king of Babylon heard their report, and his hands were weakened. Distress prevailed over him, birth pangs like a woman giving birth. 44 Look, just as a lion will rise up from the Jordan unto Gaithan, that I will banish them quickly from her, and I will set every young man against her, for who is like me? And who will stand against me? And who is this shepherd that will stand before my face?” 45 Therefore hear the plan of the Lord that he has taken against Babylon, and his reasonings that he has made against those dwelling among the Chaldeans: cursed if the lambs of their sheep shall not be utterly destroyed; cursed if their pasture is not destroyed. 46 Because the earth will be shaken at the sound of the conquest of Babylon, and the cry will be heard among the nations. 




The Destruction of Babylon

28 aThus says the Lord: “Look, I am stirring up an utterly destructive burning wind against Babylon and against the Chaldeans who live there. 2 And I will send insolent people to Babylon, and they will despise her, and they will treat her land with indignity. Woe against Babylon all around on the day of her affliction! 3 He who stretches out his bow should stretch it, and whoever has armor should put it on. And do not spare her young men and destroy all of her power. 4 And they will fall, slain in the land of the Chaldeans and pierced through outside of her, 5 for Israel and Judah were not bereaved of their God, of the Lord Almighty, because their land was filled with injustice against the holy things of Israel.” 6 Flee from the middle of Babylon, and each of you rescue his life! And do not be cast away in her injustice, because the time of her vengeance is from the Lord. He is repaying her repayment to her. 7 Babylon was a golden cup in the hand of the Lord, making the whole land drunk. The nations drank of her wine; therefore they were shaken. 8 And suddenly Babylon fell and was crushed. Wail for her! Take resin to her destruction, in case she will be healed. 9 We treated Babylon, and she was not cured. Let us forsake her and let us each depart to his land. Because her judgment has drawn near to the sky. It has risen up to the stars. 10 The Lord has brought forth his judgment. Come, and let us declare the works of the Lord our God in Zion. 11 Prepare the arrows! Fill the quivers! The Lord has stirred up the spirit of the king of the Medes, because his wrath is against Babylon to utterly destroy her, because it is the vengeance of the Lord; it is the vengeance of his people. 12 Lift up a sign upon the walls of Babylon! Set up quivers! Rouse the guards! Prepare the armor! Because the Lord has undertaken, and he will do that which he has spoken against those who dwell in Babylon; 13 although encamped by much water and by the multitude of her storehouses, your end truly has come in your inward parts. 14 Because the Lord has sworn according to his arm, “Therefore I will fill you with people like locusts, and those who come down will speak against you.” 

Babylon Scattered

15 When he was making the earth by his power, preparing the world by his wisdom, he stretched out the heavens by his understanding. 16 He made the sound of water in the sky into a voice, and he brought up clouds from the extremities of the earth. He made lightning become rain, and he brought out daylight from its storehouses. 17 Every person is rendered futile, apart from knowledge; every goldsmith has been disgraced by reason of his graven images, because they have cast lies; there is no breath in them. 18 They are worthless, works to be ridiculed. At the time of their visitation they will be destroyed. 19 Jacob’s portion is not like that, because he who formed all things is his inheritance; the Lord is his name. 20 “You are scattering the implements of battle for me, and I will scatter nations among you, and I will take up kings from you. 21 And I will scatter horse and rider among you, 22 and I will scatter chariots and their horsemen among you. And I will scatter young man and virgin among you, and I will scatter man and woman among you. 23 And I will scatter shepherd and his flock among you, and I will scatter farmer and his field among you, and I will scatter your leaders and commanders among you. 24 And I will repay Babylon and all the Chaldeans who live there all their evil that they have done against Zion before your eyes,” says the Lord. 

Vengeance and Destruction for Babylon

25 “Look! I am against you, O corrupted mountain that corrupts the whole earth. And I will stretch out my hand against you, and I will roll you down upon the rocks, and I will give you up like a burned mountain. 26 And they shall not take a stone from you for a corner and a stone for a foundation, because you will become a ruin for eternity,” says the Lord. 27 Lift up a sign against the land; sound the trumpet among the nations with a trumpet! Sanctify nations against her! Summon against her; raise up kings from me, even for the Ashkenazis. Set up batteries of war against her! Mount up against her cavalry like a multitude of locusts! 28 Bring nations up against her, the king of the Medes and of all the earth, his leaders and all his commanders! 29 The land quaked and toiled, for the reckoning of the Lord stood against Babylon to establish the land of Babylon as a ruin, and for it to be uninhabited. 30 The warriors of Babylon gave up fighting; they will sit there in the fortification. Their power has been shattered; they have become like women. Her tents were set on fire; her bars were crushed. 31 A pursuer will pursue to a meeting of pursuers, and a reporter to a meeting of reporters, in order to report to the king of Babylon, because his city has been conquered. 32 They were taken at the ends of its passages, and their communities were burned with fire, and its men, the warriors, keep coming out. 33 For Thus says the Lord: “The houses of the king of Babylon will be threshed like a threshing floor in season; a little longer and her harvest will come.” 34 “Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, has devoured me; he has divided me; a gentle darkness has seized me. He has swallowed me like a dragon; his belly was filled by my delicacy. 35 “My hardships and my miseries have thrust me out into Babylon!” she who dwells in Zion will say. And “My blood be upon the Chaldeans dwelling there!” Jerusalem will say. 36 Therefore thus says the Lord: “Look! I will judge your adversary, and I will avenge your vengeance, and I will desolate her sea, and I will dry up her spring. 37 And Babylon will become a ruin, and she will not be inhabited, 38 because they were stirred up together like lions, and like the cubs of a lion. 39 When they are hot, I will give them a drink, and I will make them drunk in order that they might go into a deep sleep, and sleep an eternal sleep, and shall not be awakened,” says the Lord. 40 “And bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, and like rams with kids.” 41 How the boast of the whole earth was taken and hunted! How Babylon has become a ruin among the nations! 42 The sea has come up against Babylon with the sound of its waves, and she has been covered over. 43 Her cities have become like a waterless and impassable land. No one will dwell in her, and no son of humanity will lodge in her. 44 And I will avenge upon Babylon and bring out from her mouth that which she has swallowed, and nations will no longer gather to her. 49 And the slain of all the earth will fall in Babylon. 50 You survivors from the land, go, and do not stop! Those of you who are from afar, remember the Lord! And let Jerusalem rise upon your heart. 51 We were disgraced because we have heard our reproach. Disgrace has covered our face; aliens have entered into our holy places, into the house of the Lord. 52 “Therefore, look! The days!” says the Lord, “and I will avenge upon her graven images, and in her whole land the wounded will fall; 53 because even if Babylon should rise up like the sky and because even if she should fortify her walls with strength, her destroyers will come from me,” says the Lord. 54 A sound of a shout in Babylon! And a great destruction in the land of the Chaldeans! 55 Because the Lord has utterly destroyed Babylon and destroyed her loud voice, ringing like many waters. He gave her voice unto destruction. 56 Because misery has come upon Babylon; her warriors were captured; their bow was terrified, because God is repaying them. 57 “The Lord is repaying, and he will make her leaders and her wise men, and her commanders drunk with drunkenness,” says the King; the Lord Almighty is his name. 58 Thus says the Lord: “The wall of Babylon was enlarged; destroyed, it will be utterly destroyed. And her high gates will be set on fire, and the people will not be wearied in vain, and nations will come to an end in their rule.” 

Jeremiah’s Command to Seraiah

59 The word that the Lord commanded Jeremiah the prophet to speak to Seraiah, son of Neriah, son of Mahseiah, when he was going from Zedekiah king of Judah to Babylon, in the fourth year of his kingdom. And Seraiah was the ruler of the gifts. 60 And Jeremiah wrote in a single scroll all the calamities that would come upon Babylon, all these words that were written concerning Babylon. 61 And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When you come to Babylon, you should also see and read all these words. 62 And you shall say, ‘O Lord! Lord, you, you yourself have spoken against this place to utterly destroy it, and for no inhabitant, from human to animal, to exist in it, because it will be a destruction for eternity.’ 63 And this shall happen when you stop reading this scroll, and you shall tie a stone on it and throw it into the middle of the Euphrates. 64 And you shall say, ‘Babylon will sink like this, and it shall not rise up from the face of the Chaldeans whom I am bringing upon her.’ ” 




Prophecy against the Foreigners

29 aAgainst the foreigners. The Lord says these things: 2 “Look! Waters are rising from the north and will become an overflowing torrent, and it will overflow the land and its fullness, a city and those who dwell in her. And the people will cry out, and all those who dwell in the land will shout 3 at the sound of his assault, at the hooves of his feet, and at the quaking of his chariots, the sound of his wheels. Fathers did turn not back for their sons on account of the feebleness of their hands, 4 in the day that is coming to destroy all the foreigners. And I will destroy Tyre and Sidon and all those of their help who remain, because the Lord will utterly destroy those of the islands who remain.” 5 Baldness has come upon Gaza; Ashkelon has been cast off, and the remnant of the Anakim. 6 How long will you smite, O sword of the Lord? How long will you not be quiet? Return to your scabbard! Stop and be lifted up! 7 How will it be quiet, and the Lord has commanded it to be awakened against Ashkelon and against the seashores, against those that remain? 

Prophecy against Edom

8 bTo Edom. Thus, says the Lord: “There is no longer any wisdom in Teman; counsel has perished from the wise; their wisdom is gone. 9 Their place was deceived. Sink deep into sitting, those who dwell in Dedan, because he did troublesome things, and I brought them in the time that I visited him. 10 Because grape gatherers have come who will not leave a remnant for you. They will put their hand like thieves by night. 11 Because I myself have laid waste to Esau; I have uncovered their hiding places. They shall not be able to hide. They will be destroyed because of the hand of his brother, my neighbor. And it is not 12 for your fatherless to be left so that he will live. And I will live, and widows will trust me.” 13 For thus says the Lord: “They who were not accustomed to drink the cup drank it. And being held guiltless, you shall not be held guiltless. 14 Because I have sworn according to myself,” says the Lord, “for you will become an impassable site and a reproach and a curse in the middle of her, and all her cities will be deserted into eternity.” 15 I have heard a report from the Lord, and he has sent messengers to the nations: “Gather together and come alongside against her! Rise up to battle! 16 I made you small among the nations, despised among humans. 17 Your fun has laid hands on you; the temerity of your heart has destroyed holes of rocks; it has captured the power of a high hill. For he has raised high his nest just like an eagle; I will take you down from there. 18 And Edom will become inaccessible; all who pass by will hiss at her. 19 Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and her resident foreigners were overthrown,” says the Lord Almighty, “no person wil sit there, and no son of a human will ever inhabit there. 20 Look! Like a lion he will rise up from the middle of the Jordan to a place of Aitham, because I will banish them quickly from her. And now appoint the young men over her, for who is like me? And who will stand against me? And who is this shepherd who will stand before my face?” 21 Therefore hear the plan of the Lord that he has planned against Edom, and his reckoning that he reckoned against those who dwell in Teman: Surely the least of the sheep are swept away; surely their lodging is laid waste upon her, 22 because the earth was frightened at the sound of their fall, and the cry of the sea was not heard. 23 Look! Like an eagle, he will see and stretch out its wings over her strongholds! And the heart of the strong man of Edom will be like the heart of a woman in labor on that day.” 




Prophecy against Ammon

30 aFor the sons of Ammon. Thus says the Lord: “Are there no people in Israel, or have they no successor? Why has Milcom taken Gilead? And why will their people inhabit their cities? 2 Therefore look! The days are coming,” says the Lord, “and I will cause the tumult of battle to be heard against Rabbah, and they will become untraveled and a ruin, and her altars will be burned with fire, and Israel will succeed in its rule.b 3 Raise the war cry, Heshbon, because it is destroyed! Cry out, O daughters of Rabbah! Gird on sackcloth and beat your breast, because Melchol will go into captivity, his priests and his rulers together. 4 Why do you rejoice in the plains of the Anakim, O daughter of temerity, who trusts upon her storehouses, who says ‘Who will go in against me?’ 5 Look! I myself am bringing fear upon you,” says the Lord, “by reason of all who are dwelling round you, and you will be scattered, each before his face. And there will be no one to gather them.” 

Prophecy against Kedar

6 cFor Kedar, queen of the temple court, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon struck. Thus, says the Lord: “Rise up and go up against Kedar, and striked the sons of Kedem. 7 They will take their tents and their sheep. They will take their garments and all their vessels and their camels for themselves and summon destruction against them all around. 8 Flee exceedingly! Sink deep into sitting, you who are seated in the court of the temple, because the king of Babylon has planned a plan against you and has reckoned a purpose. 9 Rise up and go up against a nation at ease, sitting in relaxation! They have no doors, no bolt pins, no bars; they lodge alone. 10 And their camels will become plunder, and the multitude of their livestock destruction. And I will winnow them before every wind, being mixed before their face. I will bring their reversal from every side of them,” says the Lord. 11 “And the court of the temple will become a place for sparrows, and untraveled until eternity. No human shall dwell there. And no son of a human shall settle there.” 

Prophecy against Damascus

12 eFor Damascus. Themar and Arpad were disgraced, because they have heard an evil report. They were confounded; they were angered; they will not be able to rest. 13 Damascus has failed; she was turned back to flight; trembling has seized her. 14 “How did she not forsake my city? They loved the village. 15 Therefore young men will fall in your streets, and all your warrior men will fall,” says the Lord. 16 “And I will kindle a fire at the wall of Damascus, and it will devour the blocks of houses of the son of Hadad.” 




Prophecy against Moab

31 aFor Moab. Thus says the Lord: “Woe upon Nebo, because it was destroyed! Kiriathaim was taken; Amath and Hagath were put to shame. 2 There is no more healing for Moab; there is insolence in Heshbon. He planned evil against her. ‘We cut her off from being a nation!’ She will completely cease; a sword will go behind you. 3 For there is a voice of those who are crying out a destruction and great affliction from Horonaim: 4 ‘Moab has been crushed!’ Declare to Zoar 5 that Luhith was filled with weeping; he will go up weeping on the road of Horonaim; you have heard the cry of affliction. 6 Flee and save your lives and become like a wild ass in the desert! 7 Since you had trusted in your fortification, you will also be captured. And Chemosh will go out into captivity, and his priests and his rulers together. 8 And destruction will come upon every city; it shall not be saved. And the valley will perish, and the plain will be utterly destroyed, as the Lord said. 9 Give signs to Moab, for she will be touched with an infection, and all her cities will be untrodden. From where will there be an inhabitant for her? 10 Cursed be the one who does the works of the Lord carelessly, lifting up his sword from blood. 11 Moab was at rest since childhood and has trusted in his glory. He did not pour from vessel to vessel, and he was not going into captivity. Therefore his taste stayed in him, and his scent did not come to an end. 12 Therefore look, its days are coming,” says the Lord, “and I will send him an outpouring, and they will pour him out; and his vessels will be ground up, and his horns will be cut up. 13 And Moab will be disgraced on account of Chemosh, just as the house of Israel should be put to shame on account of Bethel, because they entrusted their hope in them. 

14 “How will you say, ‘We are strong, and a human is powerful in war’? 15 Moab has been destroyed; his city and his choice young men went down to slaughter. 16 The day of Moab is close to coming, and his wickedness very swiftly. 17 Rouse for him, everyone all around him; all of you, give out his name. Say, ‘How has the renowned staff, the mighty rod been crushed?’ 18 Come down from glory and sit, seated on moist ground. Dibon is broken, because Moab was destroyed. One who outrages your stronghold has come up against you. 19 Stand on the road and observe, you who are seated in Aroer! And ask him who flees and is delivered, and say, ‘What has happened?’ 

20 “Moab has been disgraced because he has been crushed. Lament and cry out! Declare in Arnon that Moab has been destroyed. 21 And judgment is coming against the land of Mishor, against Helon and Rhephas and Mephaath, 22 and against Dibon, and against Nebo, and against the house of Diblathaim, 23 and against Kiriathaim, and against the house of Gamul, and against the house of Meon, 24 and against Kerioth, and against Bozrah, and against all the cities of Moab, those who are far away and those who are near. 25 The horn of Moab has been brought down, and his arm has been crushed. 26 Make him drunk, for he was magnified against the Lord, and Moab will clap with his hand, and he also will become a laughingstock. 27 And surely Israel himself became a laughingstock to you. And he was found among your thefts because you were fighting against him. 28 Those who dwell in Moab have left the cities and lived among the rocks. They became like pigeons nesting in the rocks at the mouth of a pit. 29 And I heard the insolence of Moab; he acted exceedingly insolently in his insolence and his arrogance, and his heart was lifted up. 30 But I knew his works. Was it not sufficient for him that he acted this way? 

31 “Therefore cry aloud against Moab on all sides! Shout to the men of Keir Hadas from drought. 32 Like the weeping for Jazer, I will weep aloud concerning you, O vine of Sibmah! Your vine branches passed through the sea; they reached the cities of Jazer; destruction has fallen upon your fruit and upon your fruit-gatherers. 33 Joy and cheer were swept away from Moab, and wine was in your wine vats. They did not tread in the morning, nor in the afternoon did they act.a 34 Their cities gave forth their voice by a cry from Heshbon as far as Aitam, from Zoar as far as Horonaim and the message of Salaseia; because even the water of Nimrim will become burnt. 35 And I will destroy Moab,” declares the Lord, “who goes up on the altar and burns incense for his gods. 36 Therefore, the heart of Moab is like pipes making a humming noise. My heart is against the shorn people, just like pipes making a humming noise. Therefore that which was preserved has perished on account of the people. 37 They will be shaved, every head in every place, and every beard will be shaved, and all hands will beat the breast, and upon every waist there will be sackcloth, 38 even on all the housetops of Moab, and in her streets, because I have crushed her,” declares the Lord, “like a useless vessel.” 39 How she has changed! How Moab has turned her back! She has been put to shame, and Moab has become a laughingstock and an object of hatred to all around her. 40 For this is what the Lord said: 41 “Akkaron was taken, and the strongholds were captured. 42 And Moab will be destroyed by a mob, for he was magnified against the Lord. 43 A trap and fear and the pit are upon you, seated one of Moab. 44 He who flees from fear will fall into the pit, and he who comes up out of the pit will be captured in the trap, for I will bring these things against Moab in the year of their visitation.” 




The Cup of the Lord

32 bThis is what the Lord, the God of Israel said: “Take this cup of unmixed wine from my hand, and you shall give drink to all the nations to which I am sending you. 2 And they will vomit and be enraged from the face of the sword that I am sending between them.” 3 And I took the cup from the hand of the Lord, and I gave drink to the nations to which the Lord sent me: 4 Jerusalem and the cities of Judah and kings of Judah and its rulers, in order to make them deserted and untraveled and hissed at; 5 and Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and his servants and his nobles, 6 and all his people, and all the mixed people and all the foreign kings, Ashkelon and Gaza, and Ekron, and those of Ashdod who remain, 7 and Edom, and Moab, and the sons of Ammon, 8 and the kings of Tyre and the kings of Sidon, and the kings who are on the other side of the sea; 9 and Dedan, and Teman, and Rosh and everything shaved with respect to its face, 10 and all the mixed people who are lodging in the desert, 11 and all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Persians, 12 and all the kings from the east wind, those who are far away and those who are near, each with his brother; and all the kingdoms that are on the face of the earth. 13 “And you shall say to them, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty said: “Drink! Get drunk, and you shall vomit, and you shall fall and shall not stand before the face of the sword that I myself am sending between you.” ’ 14 And this will happen whenever they are unwilling to take the cup from your hand to drink it: You will say: ‘This is what the Lord said, “You will certainly drink it! 15 For I am beginning to mistreat a city on which my name was named. And you will certainly not be cleansed, for I am summoning a sword against those who dwell on the earth.” ’ 16 And you shall prophesy these words against them, and you shall say, ‘The Lord will speak from on high; he will give forth his voice from his holy place. He will speak a word against his place, and they will reply like a turtledove, and destruction is coming upon those who dwell on the earth, 17 upon a part of the earth, for the Lord has a judgment against the nations. He judges toward all flesh, and the ungodly will be given to the sword,’ says the Lord.” 

The Coming Slaughter

18 This is what the Lord said: “Look, calamity is coming from nation to nation, and a great storm is going out from the ends of the earth! 19 And there will be people slain by the Lord on the day of the Lord from one part of the earth to another part of the earth. They shall not be buried; they will be like filth on the face of the land. 20 Shout aloud, O shepherds, and cry out and beat your breasts, O rams of the sheep, for your days to the slaughter have been completed, and you will fall just like the choicest rams! 21 And escape will vanish from the shepherds, and deliverance from the rams of the sheep. 22 A sound of a shout from the shepherds! And a loud noise from the sheep and from the rams, because the Lord has destroyed their feeding place. 23 And he will make the vestiges of peace cease on account of the face of the wrath of my anger. 24 Like a lion, he has forsaken his lodging, for their land has become untraveled, on account of the presence of the great sword. 





The House of the Lord

33 aAt the beginning of King Jehoiakim, son of Josiah, this word came from the Lord: 2 This is what the Lord said: “Stand in the court of the house of the Lord and speak to all the Judeans and all who come to worship in the house of the Lord all the words that I commanded you to speak to them; do not hold back a word. 3 Perhaps they will hear and turn back, each from his evil way, and I will desist from the calamities that I am planning to do to them on account of their evil pursuits. 4 And you shall say, ‘This is what the Lord said: “If you do not listen to me, to walk in my ordinances that I have given before your face, 5 to listen to the words of my servants the prophets that I am sending you early in the morning (and I sent them and you did not listen to me), 6 I will also give this house up like Shiloh; and I will give the city up as a curse to all the nations of every land.” ’ ” 7 And the priests and the false prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the Lord. 8 And this happened: Jeremiah ceased speaking all those things that the Lord had appointed for him to speak to all the people, and the priests and the false prophets and all the people captured him, saying, “You will surely be put to death!” 9 Because you prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying, “This house will be like Shiloh, and this city will be deserted by its inhabitants!” Then all the people assembled against Jeremiah in the house of the Lord. 

Jeremiah’s Defense

10 And the rulers of Judah heard this matter, and they went up from the house of the king to the house of the Lord, and they sat in the entrance of the new gate. 11 And the priests and the false prophets said to the rulers and to all the people, “A judgment of death be upon this person, because he prophesied against this city, as you heard in your ears.” 12 And Jeremiah said to the rulers and to all the people, saying, “The Lord sent me to prophesy all the words that you have heard against this house and against this city. 13 And now make your ways and your works better, and listen to the voice of the Lord, and the Lord will desist from the calamities that he has spoken against you. 14 And look! I am in your hands; do to me as is expedient and as is best to you. 15 But you must surely know that if you slay me, you are bringing innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and upon those who dwell in it, for the Lord has truly sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.” 16 And the rulers and all the people said to the priests and to the false prophets, “There is no judgment of death upon this man, because he has spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God.” 17 And some men of the elders of the land rose up and said to the whole assembly of the people: 18 “Micaiah the Moreshethite lived in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and he said to all the people of Judah, ‘This is what the Lord said: “Zion will be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem will be untraveled, and the mountain of the house will become a forest grove.” ’ 19 Hezekiah and all Judah surely did not slay him. Was it not that they feared the Lord, and they pleaded before the Lord, and the Lord desisted from the calamities that he had spoken against them? And we have done great evils against our lives!” 20 And there was a person prophesying in the name of the Lord, Uriah, the son of Shemaiah from Kiriath-jearim, and he prophesied concerning this land according to all the words of Jeremiah. 21 And king Jehoiakim and all the rulers heard all his words and sought to kill him, and Uriah heard it and went to Egypt. 22 And the king sent men to Egypt, 23 and they brought him from there and led him to the king. And he struck him with a sword and threw him into the tomb of the sons of his people. 24 In any case, the hand of Ahikam son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah so as not to hand over him into the hands of the people, not to kill him. 




Service to Nebuchadnezzar

34 aThis is what the Lord said: “Make bonds and chains and put them around your neck. 2 And you shall send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the sons of Ammon, and to the king of Tyre, and to the king of Sidon, by the hands of their messengers who are coming to their meeting to Jerusalem, to Zedekiah, king of Judah. 3 And you shall command them to say to their lords: ‘This is what the Lord, the God of Israel said: “This is what you will say to your lords: 4 ‘I made the earth by my great power and by my high arm. And I will give it to whomever seems right in my eyes. 5 I have given the earth to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, to serve him, and the wild animals of the field to work for him. 6 And I will visit the nation and the kingdom, any that do not throw their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, by the sword and by famine,’ said the Lord, ‘until they come to an end in his hand. 7 And you, do not listen to your false prophets and your diviners and your dreamers and your omens and your sorcerers, when they are saying, “You shall not work for the king of Babylon,” 8 because they are prophesying lies to you, to remove you from your land. 9 And the nation that brings its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon and labors for him, I will also leave it upon its land, and it will serve him, and it will dwell in its land.’ ” ’ ” 

Warning to Zedekiah

10 And I spoke to Zedekiah, king of Judah, according to all these words, saying, “Bring your neck and work for the king of Babylon, 11 for they are prophesying unjustly to you, 12 because I did not send them,” declares the Lord, “and they are prophesying wrongly in my name so as to destroy you; and you and your prophets who prophesy lies wrongly to you will be destroyed. 13 I have spoken to you and all this people and the priests, saying, ‘This is what the Lord said: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you, saying, ‘Look, the vessels of the house of the Lord will return from Babylon,’ because they are prophesying wrongly to you. 14 I did not send them. 15 If they are prophets and if the word of the Lord is in them, let them come to me, 16 because this is what the Lord said: ‘Even the remaining vessels 17 that the king of Babylon did not take when he exiled Jeconiah from Jerusalem 18 will go into Babylon,’ says the Lord.” ’ ” 




Confrontation with Hananiah

35 aAnd it happened in the fourth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fifth month: Hananiah, the son of Azzur, the false prophet from Gibeon said to me in the house of the Lord, in the eyes of the priests and all the people, saying, 2 “This is what the Lord said: ‘I have crushed the yoke of the king of Babylon. 3 In two more years of days, I will return the vessels of the house of the Lord into this place, 4 and Jeconiah and the captivity of Judah, for I will crush the yoke of the king of Babylon.’ ” 5 And Jeremiah said to Hananiah in the eyes of all the people, and in the eyes of the priests who stood in the house of the Lord, 6 and Jeremiah said, “Truly, may you act this way, O Lord! Confirm your word that you are prophesying, to return the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the captivity from Babylon to this place. 7 In any case, hear the word of the Lord that I am saying into your ears and into the ears of all the people. 8 The prophets who came before me and before you from eternity also prophesied about much land and about a kingdom great for war. 9 As for the prophet who prophesied for peace, after the thing comes, they will know the prophet whom the Lord has sent them in faithfulness.” 10 And Hananiah took the chains from the neck of Jeremiah in the eyes of all the people and crushed them. 11 And Hananiah said in the eyes of all the people, saying, “This is what the Lord said: ‘In this way I will crush the yoke of the king of Babylon from the necks of all the nations.’ ” And Jeremiah went on his way. 12 And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah after Hananiah crushed the chains from his neck, saying: 13 “Go, and say to Hananiah, saying, ‘This is what the Lord said: “You have crushed wooden chains, but I will make iron chains in their place.” 14 Because this is what the Lord said: “I have put an iron yoke upon the neck of all the nations to work for the king of Babylon.” ’ ” 15 And Jeremiah said to Hananiah, “The Lord has not sent you, and you have made this people trust in what is wrong. 16 Therefore this is what the Lord said: ‘Look! I am dispatching you from the face of the earth; this year you will die.’ ” 17 And he died in the seventh month. 




Jeremiah’s Letter to the Captives

36 aAnd these are the words of the document that Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the elders of the exile and to the priests and to the false prophets—a letter to the exile in Babylon and to all the people, 2 after the departure of Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the eunuchs, and every free person and prisoner and craftsman from Jerusalem, 3 by the hand of Eleasah, son of Shaphan, and Gemariah, son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Babylon in Babylon, saying, 4 “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel said against the exile I exiled from Jerusalem: 5 ‘Build houses and settle down, and plant orchards and eat their fruit, 6 and take wives and bear children, sons and daughters, and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands. And multiply and do not diminish, 7 and seek the peace of the land into which I exiled you, and pray to the Lord concerning them, because your peace is with their peace.’ 8 Because this is what the Lord said: ‘Do not let the false prophets who are among you persuade you, and do not let your seers persuade you, and do not listen to your dreams that you are dreaming, 9 for they are prophesying to you wrongly in my name, and I did not send them.’ 10 Because this is what the Lord said: ‘When the seventy years are about to be completed for Babylon, I will visit you and establish my words upon you, to return your people to this place. 11 And I will make a plan of peace and not calamity over you, to give these things to you. 12 And pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 And seek me, and you will find me, because you will seek me with your whole heart, 14 and I will appear to you.’ ” 

Prophecy against Ahab and Zedekiah

15 Because you said, “The Lord has appointed prophets for us in Babylon,” 21 this is what the Lord said concerning Ahab and concerning Zedekiah: “Look! I am giving them into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will strike them before your eyes. 22 And they will receive a curse from them on the whole exile of Judah in Babylon, saying, ‘May the Lord do with you as he did with Zedekiah, and as he did with Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire,’ 23 because of the lawlessness that they did in Israel. And they committed adultery with the wives of their citizens, and they spoke a word in my name that I did not command them, and I am a witness,” says the Lord. 

Prophecy against Shemaiah

24 “And to Shemaiah the Nehelamite you shall say, 25 ‘I did not send you in my name.’ And to Zephaniah, son of Maaseiah the priest, say, 26 ‘The Lord has given you as priest in place of Jehoiada the priest, to be an overseer in the house of the Lord, over every person who is prophesying and over every madman. And you will give him over to the guardhouse and to the portcullis. 27 And now why have you joined in reviling Jeremiah, the one from Anathoth who is prophesying to you? 28 Was it not because of this he sent a message to you in Babylon, saying, “It is far off; build houses and settle, and plant gardens and eat their fruit!”?’ ” 29 And Zephaniah read the document in the ears of Jeremiah. 30 And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 31 “Send to the exile, saying, ‘This is what the Lord said concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite: “Since Shemaiah prophesied to you and I did not send him, and he has made you trust upon error, 32 therefore this is what the Lord said: ‘Look! I will make a visit upon Shemaiah and upon his family, and he will have no person in your midst to see the good things that I will do for you; they will not see them.’ ” ’ ” 




Restoration from Exile

37 aThe word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, to say: 2 “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, said, saying, ‘Write all the words that I have spoken to you upon a document, 3 for look, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘and I will return the exile of my people, Israel and Judah,’ said the Lord, ‘and I will return them to the land that I have given to their fathers, and they will rule over it.’ ” 

Breaking of the Yoke

4 And these are the words that the Lord spoke concerning Israel and Judah. 

5 This is what the Lord said: “You will hear a sound of fear; there is fear, and there is no peace. 6 Ask and see if a male has given birth, and concerning the fear with which they will hold their loins and deliverance, for I have seen all humankind, and his hands were upon his loins. They turned their faces; they became jaundiced. 7 For that day is great, and there is none such as this, and it is an oppressive time for Jacob, 8 and he will be delivered from this. On that day,” said the Lord, “I will crush the yoke from their neck, and I will break their bonds, and they will not labor for foreigners. 9 And they will labor for the Lord their God, and I will raise up David their king for them.” 

Healing Jacob’s Wounds

12 This is what the Lord said: “I raised up a fracture; your wound was painful. 13 There is none to judge your case; you were cured for pain; there is no help for you. 14 All your friends have forgotten you; they shall not inquire about you. Because I made fun of you with a wound of an enemy, with a severe discipline. Your sins multiplied over all your injustices. 16 Therefore all who eat you will be eaten, and all your enemies will eat all their flesh. Your sins have been multiplied over the multitude of your injustices. They have done these things to you. And those who tore you apart will become torn to pieces, and I will give as plunder all who plunder you. 17 Because I will bring up your healing. I will cure you from your painful wound,” declares the Lord, “for you were called ‘Scattered.’ She is your prey, for he is not seeking her.” 18 This is what the Lord said: “Look! I myself am returning the exile of Jacob. And I will have mercy upon his exile, and the city will be built upon her height, and the people will be established according to its judgment. 19 And singers will go out from them, and the sound of jesting, and I will multiply them, and they shall not be few. 20 And their sons will enter as in the former times, and their testimonies will be lifted up before my face, and I will visit those who afflict them. 21 And his mighty ones will be over them, and his rulers will come out from him. And I will gather them, and they will return to me, for who is this who gave his heart to return to me?” says the Lord. 23 Because the angry wrath of the Lord has gone out; returning wrath has gone out. It will come against the ungodly. 24 The wrath of the anger of the Lord shall not turn back until he has accomplished, and until he has brought about the undertaking of his heart. In the last days you will know these things. 




Weeping Turned to Joy

38 a“At that time,” the Lord said, “I will become a God for the race of Israel, and they will become a people for me.” 2 This is what the Lord said: “I found him warm in the desert with those who had been destroyed by the sword.” Go, and do not destroy Israel! 3 The Lord appeared to him from afar: “I have loved you with an eternal love; therefore I have drawn you in compassion. 4 For I will build you, and you will be built, O virgin Israel! You will seize your tambourine, and you will come out with an assembly of people playing. 5 For you planted vineyards on the mountains of Samaria.” Plant and praise, 6 because there is a day of calling for those who plead for the mountains of Ephraim, “Get up and go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.” 7 Because this is what the Lord said to Jacob: “Be cheerful and neigh at the head of the nations. Make a hearing and give praise! Say, ‘The Lord saved his people, the remnant of Israel.’ 8 Look! I myself am bringing them from the north, and I will gather them from the ends of the earth at the feast of Phasek, and they will give birth to a large crowd, and they will return here. 9 They went out with weeping, and I will bring them back with comfort, lodging them by trenches of water, on the right path. And they shall not wander in it, for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.” 10 Hear the words of the Lord, O nations, and declare them in the islands far away. Say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him and keep him like he who tends his flock.” 11 Because the Lord has redeemed Jacob. He has delivered him from the hand of those stronger than he. 12 And they will come and be cheerful on Mount Zion, and they will come to the good things of the Lord, to a land of grain and wine and fruit and livestock and sheep. And their souls will be just like a fruitful tree, and they will no longer be hungry. 13 At that time the virgins will rejoice in an assembly of young men, and the aged women will rejoice. And I will turn their grief to joy and make them cheerful. 14 I will magnify and make the souls of the priests drunk, the sons of Levi. And my people will be filled with my good things. 

An End to Weeping

15 This is what the Lord said: “A voice of lamentation and weeping and mourning was heard in Ramah. Rachel, weeping over her sons, was unwilling to desist, because they were no more.” 16 This is what the Lord said: “Let your voice cease from weeping, and your eyes from your tears, because there is a reward for your works, and they will return from the land of their enemies, 17 a stable place for your children. 18 I have heard a hearing, Ephraim lamenting, ‘You have disciplined me, and I was disciplined. I was not taught like a calf. Return to me, and I will return, because you are the Lord my God. 19 Because after my captivity I repented, and after I knew, I groaned for the day of shame; and I declared to you that I received disgrace since my youth.’ 20 Ephraim is a beloved son to me, a child to revel in. For because my words are in him, I will remember him with remembrance. Therefore I hurried for him; in showing mercy I will show mercy to him,” says the Lord. 

Judah’s Future Prosperity

21 Set yourself up, O Zion; make retaliation. Give your heart to the shoulders. Return on the road that you had gone, O virgin Israel. Return to your cities, mourning. 22 How long will you turn back, dishonored daughter? For the Lord has created salvation for a fresh planting; people will go about in deliverance. 23 For this is what the Lord said: “They will still say this word in the land of Judah and in his cities when I will return his exile back: ‘Blessed be the Lord on his righteous holy mountain!’ 24 And there will be inhabitants in the cities of Judah and in his whole land, together with the farmer, and he will be taken with the flock. 25 Because I made every thirsty soul drunk, and I filled every hungry soul. 26 Therefore I was awakened and I saw, and my sleep was sweet to me. 27 Therefore look! The days are coming,” says the Lord, “and I will sow Israel and Judah with the seed of a human and with the seed of an animal. 28 And this will happen: just as I was watching over them to take down and to mistreat, so I will watch over them to build and to plant,” declares the Lord. 29 In those days they shall not say, “The fathers have eaten unripe grapes, and the teeth of the children are set on edge.” 30 But rather, each will die for his own sins, and the teeth of the one who eats unripe grapes will be set on edge. 

A New Covenant

31 “Look! The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “and I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not according to the covenant that I established with their fathers on the day I seized their hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; for they did not remain in my covenant, and I neglected them,” declares the Lord. 33 “For this is my covenant that I will establish with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the Lord. “In giving, I will give my laws into their mind, and I will write them upon their hearts. And I will become a God for them, and they will become a people for me. 34 And each one will not teach his fellow citizen, or each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord!’ because everyone will know me, from the smallest of them to the greatest of them, because I will be gracious to their injustices. And I shall not remember their sins any longer. 35 Even if the heavens were raised up to the heights,” declares the Lord, “and the ground of the earth lowered downward, even then I would not reject the race of Israel,” declares the Lord, “concerning all the things they have done.” 36 This is what the Lord said, he who gives the sun as light for the day, the moon and stars as light for the night, and the shout in the sea and its waves roared; the Lord Almighty is his name. 37 “If these laws cease from before my face,” declares the Lord, “then the race of Israel will cease to be a people before my face all the days. 38 Look, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “and a city will be built for the Lord from the tower of Hananel to the gate of the corner. 39 And its measurement will go out opposite them to the hills of Gareb, and it will be surrounded all around with choice stones. 40 And all Asaremoth to Nachal Kidron, to the corner of the horse gate to the east, will be a sanctuary to the Lord. And it will never again come to an end, and it will not be taken down for eternity. 




Jeremiah in Prison during the Siege

39 aThe word that came from the Lord to Jeremiah in the tenth year of King Zedekiah; this was the eighteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 2 And the power of the king of Babylon fenced in Jerusalem, and Jeremiah was being guarded in the court of the guard that was in the king’s house, 3 in which king Zedekiah had shut him, saying, “Why did you prophesy, saying, ‘This is what the Lord said: “Look, I am giving this city into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will take it, 4 and Zedekiah shall not be saved from the hand of the Chaldeans. Because in surrender he will be handed over into the hands of the king of Babylon, and his mouth will speak to his mouth, and his eyes will see his eyes. 5 And Zedekiah will go into Babylon, and he will dwell there.” ’?” 

Jeremiah Buys a Field

6 And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 7 “Look, Hanamel, son of Shallum your father’s brother, is coming to you, saying, ‘Buy my field that is in Anathoth for yourself, because the judgment is yours to receive it as a property.’ ” 8 And Hanamel, son of Shallum my father’s brother, came to me in the court of the guard, and he said, “Buy my field that is in the land of Benjamin, which is in Anathoth, because it is your judgment to buy it, and you are the elder.” And I knew that it was a word of the Lord. 9 And I bought the field of Hanamel, son of my father’s brother, and I set down seventeen shekels of silver for him. 10 And I wrote on a document and sealed it and affirmed a witness and set the silver down on a scale. 11 And I took the sealed purchase document, 12 and I gave it to Baruch, son of Neriah, son of Mahseiah, before the eyes of Hanamel, son of my father’s brother, and before the eyes of the men who stood by and wrote in the purchase document, and before the eyes of the Judeans who were in the court of the guard. 13 And I charged Baruch before their eyes, saying: 14 “This is what the Lord Almighty said: ‘Take this purchase document and the document that has been read, and you shall put it in a vessel of clay, so that it will remain many days. 15 Because this is what the Lord said: “Fields and houses and vineyards will be created again in this land.” ’ ” 16 And I prayed to the Lord after I had given the purchase document to Baruch, son of Neriah, saying, 17 “O Lord who is, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and your high and elevated arm; nothing is hidden from you, 18 who do mercy to thousands and repay the sins of the fathers to the bosoms of their children after them, great mighty God, 19 Lord of the great council, and mighty in works, the great Almighty God, and glorious Lord (your eyes are upon the ways of the sons of humans, granting to each one according to his way); 20 who did signs and wonders in the land of Egypt up to this day (and in Israel and among the earthborn), and made a name for yourself as at this day, 21 and brought your people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs and with wonders, with a strong hand and with a high arm 22 and with great sights, and gave them this land that you swore to their fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey! 23 And they entered and took it and did not listen to your voice and did not walk in your commands. They did not do any of those things that you commanded to them, for all these calamities to happen to them. 24 Look, a crowd has come against the city to capture it, and the city will be given into the hands of the Chaldeans who are fighting it, from the face of the sword and famine. As you spoke, so it will be. 25 And you say to me, ‘Buy yourself the field with money.’ And I wrote a document and sealed it and took the testimony of witnesses, and the city was given into the hands of the Chaldeans.” 

Worship of Other Gods

26 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 27 “I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; nothing will be hidden from me. 28 Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of Israel said: ‘When it has been given, this city will be given over to the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will receive it. 29 And the Chaldeans will come making war upon this city; and they will burn this city with fire, and they will burn the houses in which they burned incense to Baal on their housetops and poured out drink offerings to other gods to provoke me, 30 because the sons of Israel and the sons of Judah were alone in doing evil before my eyes since their youth, 31 because this city was against my anger and for my rage, from the day they built it and until this day, to remove it from my face, 32 because of all the evils of the sons of Israel and of Judah that they did to provoke me, they and their kings and their rulers and their priests and their prophets, men of Judah and those who dwell in Jerusalem. 33 And they turned their back to me and not their face, and I have taught them in the morning, and I have taught, and they have heard no longer to receive discipline. 34 And they put their defilement in the house in which my name is invoked upon it, by their uncleannesses. 35 And they built altars to Baal, which are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to offer their sons and their daughters to King Molech, which I did not command; and it did not go up upon my heart for them to do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.’ ” 

The Return of the Lord’s People

36 And now this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, said against the city of which you say, “It will be handed over into the hands of the king of Babylon by the sword and famine and dispatch”: 37 “Look, I am gathering them from every land where I scattered them in my wrath and my anger and great irritation, and I will return them to this place, and I will settle them in security. 38 And they will become a people for me, and I will become a God for them. 39 And I will give them another way and another heart, to fear me every day, and for good for them and their children after them. 40 And I will establish an everlasting covenant with them, which I shall not turn away from them, and I will put my fear into their heart in order that they do not depart from me. 41 And I will visit them to do good, and I will plant them in this land in faithfulness and with all my heart and with all my soul. 42 Because this is what the Lord said: ‘Just as I have brought all these great calamities upon this people, so I myself will bring upon them all the good things that I have spoken upon them. 43 And fields will again be bought in the land about which you say, “It will be untraveled by humans and animal, and they were handed over to the hands of the Chaldeans.” 44 And they will buy fields with silver; and you will write a document, and you will seal it and affirm it by witnesses in the land of Benjamin and around Jerusalem and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the mountain of the Shephelah and in the cities of the Negeb, because I will turn back their exile.’ ” 




The Deserted Places Will Be Populated

40 aAnd the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah a second time (and he was still confined in the court of the guard), saying, 2 “This is what the Lord said, who makes the earth and forms it to establish it; the Lord is his name: 3 ‘Cry out to me, and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things that you do not know.’ 4 Because this is what the Lord said concerning the houses of this city and concerning the houses of the king of Judah, which have been taken down for stakes and fortifications 5 to fight against the Chaldeans and to fill it with the corpses of the people whom I struck in my wrath and in my anger, and I turned back my face from them for all their evils: 6 ‘Look, I myself am bringing healing and remedy to her (and I will make it evident to them, and I will cure her) and peace and faith. 7 And I will return the exile of Judah and the exile of Israel, and I will build them just as also the former time. 8 And I will cleanse them from all their injustices that they sinned against me, and I shall not remember their sins with which they sinned against me and withdrew from me. 9 And it will be for cheer and praise, and for majesty to all the people of the earth, whoever will hear all the good things that I will do. And they will fear and be embittered concerning all the good and concerning all the peace that I will make for them.’ 10 This is what the Lord said: ‘There will yet be heard in this place of which you say, “It is a desert without humans and animals in the cities of Judah and outside Jerusalem that are deserted, with the result that there is no human or animals,” 11 a sound of cheer and a sound of gladness, a voice of a bridegroom and a voice of a bride, a voice saying, “Acknowledge the Lord Almighty, because the Lord is precious, because his mercy is for eternity”; and they will bring gifts to the house of the Lord, because I will return all the exile of that land according to the former time,’ said the Lord. 12 This is what the Lord of power said: ‘There will be lodgings for shepherds resting their sheep in this desert place where no person or cattle are, in all its cities. 13 Sheep will yet pass under the hand of he who counts, in the cities of the hill country, and in the cities of the Shephelah, and in the cities of the Negeb, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the surroundings of Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah,’ said the Lord.” 




Zedekiah’s Fate

41 aThe word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord (and Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and his whole army and all the land of his rule were fighting him against Jerusalem and against all the cities of Judah), saying: 2 “This is what the Lord said: ‘Go to Zedekiah, king of Judah, and you shall say to him, “This is what the Lord said: ‘This city in surrender will be handed over to the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will capture it and burn it with fire. 3 Even you shall not be saved from his hand; and you will be taken with a taking, and you will be given into his hands, and your eyes will see his eyes, and you will go into Babylon.’ 4 But hear the word the Lord, O Zedekiah, king of Judah! Thus, says the Lord: 5 ‘You will die in peace. And as they lamented your fathers who reigned before you, they will also lament you. And they will smite you as far as Hades, because I have spoken a word,’ said the Lord.” ’ ” 6 And Jeremiah spoke all these words to King Zedekiah in Jerusalem, 7 and the power of the king of Babylon was waging war against Jerusalem and against the cities of Judah and against Lachish and against Azekah, because these remained among the cities of Judah, fortified cities. 

Treatment of Slaves

8 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after King Zedekiah had completed a covenant with the people to call a release, 9 to send away free each male servant of his and each female servant, the Hebrew man and Hebrew woman, so as not to enslave a man from Judah. 10 And all the nobles and all the people who had entered into the covenant for each to send his male servant and his female servant changed their minda and pushed 11 them to become male servants and female servants. 12 And a word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying: 13 “This is what the Lord said: ‘I made a covenant with your fathers on the day that I delivered them out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, saying, 14 “When six years have been fulfilled, you shall send your brother free, the Hebrew who will be sold to you, and he shall work for you for only six years. Then you shall send him away free.” And they did not listen to me, and they did not incline their ear. 15 And today they have turned to do that which is upright before my eyes, each one to call for a release of his neighbor; and they finished the covenant at my face in the house that my name is invoked upon it. 16 And you have turned and profaned my name, for each one to bring back his male servant and each one his female servant, whom you had sent away free for their life, for yourself as male servants and female servants.’ 17 Therefore this is what the Lord said: ‘You did not listen to me for each one to call a release for his neighbor. Look, I am calling a release for you to the sword and to death and to famine, and I will make you a dispersion to all the kingdoms of the earth. 18 And I will give the men who transgress my covenant, those who did not stand by my covenant that they made before my face, the calf that they made to work for it, 19 the rulers of Judah and those who are lords and the priests and the people. 20 And I will give them to their enemies, and their carcasses will be food for the birds of the sky and for the wild animals of the earth. 21 And as for Zedekiah king of Judah and their rulers, I will give them into the hands of their enemies, and the power of the king of Babylon will come against those who run away from them. 22 Look, I am commanding,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will return them to this land, and they will fight against it and receive it, and burn it and the cities of Judah with fire. And I will makeb them deserted without inhabitants.’ ” 




Rechabites Refuse Wine

42 cThe word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the days of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, saying: 2 “Go to the house of the Rechabites, and you shall bring them into the house of the Lord, into one of the courts, and you shall give them wine to drink.” 3 And I brought Jaazaniah, son of Jeremiah, son of Habazziniah, and his brothers and his sons, and all the house of the Rechabites. 4 And I brought them into the house of the Lord, into the priestly chamber of the sons of Ionan, son of Hananiah, son of Gedaliah the man of God, who was near to the house of the rulers who were over the house of Maaseiah, son of Shallum, the guard of the temple court. 5 And I put a jar of wine and a cup before their face, and I said, “Drink wine.” 6 And they said, “We shall not drink wine because our father Jonadab, the son of Rechab, commanded us saying, ‘You and your sons shall not drink wine until eternity. 7 And you shall not build a house, and you shall not sow seed, and you will not have a vineyard, because you will live in tents for all your days, so that you may live many days upon the land on which you spent time.’ 8 And we and our wives and our sons and our daughters obeyed the voice of Jonadab our father so as not to drink wine all our days, 9 not to build a house to dwell in; we had no vineyard or field or seed. 10 And we lived in tents and obeyed and acted according to all that our father Jonadab commanded us. 11 And this happened when Nebuchadnezzar went up against the land: Then we said that we would come in, and we entered Jerusalem from the face of the power of the Chaldeans and from the face of the power of the Arameans, and we were living there.” 

Rechabites Rewarded

12 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 13 “Thus says the Lord: ‘Go and say to the people of Judah and those who dwell in Jerusalem, “Shall you not receive instruction so as to hear my words? 14 The sons of Jonadab, the son of Rechab, stood firm at the word that he commanded his children, not to drink wine, and they did not drink. And I spoke to you early, and I spoke, and you did not listen. 15 And I sent you my male servants the prophets, saying: ‘Turn back, each of you, from his evil way, and improve your practices, and do not go after other gods to serve them, and you will live upon the land that I gave to you and your fathers.’ And you did not incline your ears and did not listen. 16 And the sons of Jonadab, son of Rechab, stood by the commandment of their father, but this people did not obey me.” 17 Therefore this is what the Lord said: “Look, I am bringing all the calamities that I have spoken against Judah and against those who dwell in Jerusalem.” 18 Because of this, this is what the Lord said: “Since the sons of Jonadab, son of Rechab, have obeyed the commandment of their father to do as their father commanded them, 19 there shall not lack a man of the sons of Jonadab, son of Rechab, to stand before my face all the days of the land.’ ” 




The Scroll Burned in the Temple

43 aIn the fourth year of Jehoiakim, son of Josiah, king of Judah, a word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Take for yourself a papyrus document and write upon it all the words that I spoke to you against Jerusalem and against Judah and against all the nations, from the day I spoke to you in the days of Josiah, king of Judah, to this day. 3 Perhaps the house of Judah will hear all the calamities I am planning to do to them, and they might return from their evil ways, and I will be gracious about their injustices and their sins.” 4 And Jeremiah called Baruch, son of Neriah, and he wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord that he spoke to him in a papyrus document. 5 And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying: “I am being guarded. I am not able to enter the house of the Lord. 6 So you shall read from this papyrus roll in the ears of the people in the house of the Lord on the day of fasting. And you will read it to them in the ears of everyone of Judah who comes from their city. 7 Perhaps mercy will fall before the face of the Lord for them, and they will return from their evil way, for the anger and the wrath of the Lord that he spoke against this people is great.” 8 And Baruch did according to all the things that Jeremiah commanded him, to read from the document the words of the Lord in the house of the Lord. 9 And this happened in the eighth year of king Jehoiakim, in the ninth month: All the people in Jerusalem and the house of Judah called an assembly for a fast before the face of the Lord. 10 And Baruch read the words of Jeremiah from the document in the house of the Lord, in the house of Gemariah, son of Shaphan, the scribe, in the upper court at the entrance of the new gate of the house of the Lord, and in ears of all the people. 11 And Micaiah, son of Gemariah, son of Shaphan, heard all the words of the Lord from the document. 12 And he went down to the house of the king, to the house of the scribe, and look, all the rulers were seated there: Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah, son of Shelemiah, and Jonathan, son of Achbor, and Gemariah, son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah, son of Hananiah, and all the rulers. 13 And Micaiah reported to them all the words that he had heard Baruch read in the ears of the people. 14 And all the rulers sent the son of Nethaniah, son of Shelemiah, son of Cushi, to Baruch, son of Neriah, saying, “The papyrus scroll from which you read in the ears of the people, take it in your hand and come.” And Baruch took the papyrus scroll and went down to them. 15 And they said to him, “Read it in our ears again.” And Baruch read it. 16 And this happened when they heard all the words: They each took counsel with his neighbor, and they said, “Reporting, we should report all these words to the king.” 17 And they asked Baruch, saying: “Where did you write all these words?” 18 And Baruch said, “Jeremiah declared all these words to me from his own mouth, and I was writing them in the document.” 19 And they said to Baruch, “Go, hide yourself, you and Jeremiah; let no person know where you are.” 20 And they went in to the king, into the temple court, and they put the papyrus scroll for safekeeping in the house of Elishama, and they reported all the words to the king. 21 And the king sent Jehudi to take the papyrus scroll, and he took it from the house of Elishama, and Jehudi read it in the ears of the king and in the ears of all the rulers who were standing around the king. 22 And the king was sitting in the winter house, and there was a hearth of fire before his face. 23 And this happened when Jehudi was reading three or four leaves of papyrus: He kept cutting them with a scribe’s razor and throwing them into the fire that was upon the hearth, until the entire papyrus scroll came to an end in the fire that was upon the hearth. 24 And the king and his male servants who were listening to all these words did not seek the Lord and did not tear their garments. 25 And Elnathan and Gedaliah suggested to the king to burn up the papyrus scroll. 26 And the king commanded Jerahmeel, son of the king, and Seraiah, son of Azriel, to capture Baruch and Jeremiah. But they were hidden. 

The Scroll Is Rewritten

27 And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah after the king burned up the papyrus scroll, all the words that Baruch had written from the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, 28 “Take another papyrus roll for yourself again, and write all the words that were on the papyrus scroll that king Jehoiakim burned up. 29 And you shall say, ‘This is what the Lord said: “You burned this papyrus scroll, saying: ‘Why have you written upon it saying the king of Babylon in entering will enter and utterly destroy this land, and human and animals will come to an end from it?’ ” 30 Therefore this is what the Lord said against Jehoiakim, king of Judah: “He will not have anyone sitting on the throne of David, and his carcass will be thrown away in the heat of the day and in the frost of the night. 31 And I will pay a visit to him and upon his family and upon his male servants. And I will bring upon him and upon those who dwell in Jerusalem and upon the land of Judah all the calamities that I have spoken to them and to which they have not listened.” ’ ” 32 And Baruch took another papyrus document, and he wrote upon it from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim had burned up, and many more words like these were added to it. 




Warning to Zedekiah

44 aAnd Zedekiah son of Josiah, whom Nebuchadnezzar made king to rule Judah, became king in place of Jehoiakim. 2 And he and his male servants and the people of the land did not listen to the words of the Lord that he spoke by the hand of Jeremiah. 3 And King Zedekiah sent Jehucal, son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah, son of Maaseiah the priest, to Jeremiah, saying, “Pray now for us to the Lord!” 4 And Jeremiah went and passed through the middle of the city, and they had not put him in the guardhouse. 5 And the force of Pharaoh went out from Egypt, and the Chaldeans heard the report of them, and they rose up against Jerusalem. 6 And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 7 “This is what the Lord said: ‘This is what you shall say to the king of Judah who has sent you to seek me: “Look, the force of Pharaoh, which came out to you for aid, will return to the land of Egypt. 8 And the Chaldeans themselves will turn and fight against this city and capture it and burn it with fire. 9 Because this is what the Lord said: ‘Do not ponder in your souls, saying, “The Chaldeans, in departing will depart from us,” because they shall not go away. 10 Even if you should strike the whole force of the Chaldeans who make war with you, and anyone pierced should be left, each in his place, these will rise up and burn this city with fire.’ ” ’ ” 

Jeremiah Imprisoned

11 And this happened when the force of the Chaldeans had gone up from Jerusalem from the face of the force of Pharaoh: 12 Jeremiah went out from Jerusalem to go to the land of Benjamin to buy a property from there in the middle of the people. 13 And he was at the gate of Benjamin; and there was a person with whom he had lodged—Zeruiah, son of Shelemiah, son of Hananiah—and he captured Jeremiah, saying, “You are fleeing to the Chaldeans!” 14 And he said, “That is a lie. I am not fleeing to the Chaldeans!” And he did not listen to him, and Zeruiah captured Jeremiah and brought him to the rulers. 15 And the rulers were embittered against Jeremiah and struck him and sent him to the house of Jonathan the scribe, because they had made this house into a guardhouse. 16 And Jeremiah went into the house of the cistern and into the vaulted room, and he sat there many days. 17 And Zedekiah sent and called him, and the king questioned him secretly to say whether there was any word from the Lord, and he said, “There is! You will be handed over to the hands of the king of Babylon.” 18 And Jeremiah said to the king, “What wrong have I done to you and your male servants and this people, that you have put me into the guardhouse? 19 And where are your prophets who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of Babylon will not come against this land!’? 20 And now, O lord king, let mercy fall for me before your face, and why are you returning me to the house of Jonathan the scribe, and I will not die there?” 21 And the king gave orders, and they cast him into the guardhouse, and they gave him one loaf of bread per day from outside where they bake, until the bread came to an end in the city. And Jeremiah sat in the court of the guard. 




Jeremiah Thrown into a Cistern

45 aAnd Shephatiah, son of Mattan, and Gedaliah, son of Pashhur, and Jehucal, son of Shelemiah, heard the word that Jeremiah spoke against the people, saying, 2 “This is what the Lord said: ‘He who dwells in this city will die by the sword and hunger, and he who goes out to the Chaldeans will live, and his soul will become a discovery, and he will live.’ 3 Because this is what the Lord said: ‘This city, being handed over, will be handed over into the hands of the force of the king of Babylon, and he will capture it.’ ” 4 And they said to the king, “Indeed, let that person be destroyed because he is weakeningb the hands of the people who make war, who remain in the city, and the hands of all the people, by speaking to them according to these words, for this person is not encouraging peace to this people, but rather evil.” 5 And the king said, “Look, he is in your hands,” because the king had no power against them. 6 And they threw him into the cistern of Malchiah, son of the king, who was in the court of the guard, and they let him down into the cistern. And there was no water in the cistern, but rather mud, and he was in the mud. 7 And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian (and he was in the house of the king) heard that they had put Jeremiah into the cistern. And the king was in the gates of Benjamin. 8 And he went out to him, and he spoke to the king, and he said, 9 “You have done wickedly with what you have done, killing this person from the face of the famine, because there is no longer any bread in the city.” 10 And the king commanded Ebed-melech, saying, “Take thirty people in your hand from here, and bring him up out of the cistern, so that he does not die.” 11 And Ebed-melech took the people, and he entered into the house of the king, the subterranean chamber; and he took old rags and old ropes from there, and he threw them into the cistern to Jeremiah. 12 And he said, “Put these under the ropes.” And Jeremiah did so. 13 And they drew him up with the ropes and brought him up out of the cistern. And Jeremiah sat in the court of the guard. 

Secret Consultation with the King

14 And the king sent and summoned him to himself, to the house of Aselisel, which was in the house of the Lord, and the king said to him, “I will ask you about a matter; now you must not hide anything from me.” 15 And Jeremiah said to the king, “If I report it to you, will you not put me to death? And if I advise you, you shall not listen to me.” 16 And the king swore to him, saying, “As the Lord lives, who made for us this life, cursed if I will not kill you and not give you into the hands of these people!” 17 And Jeremiah said to him, “This is what the Lord said: ‘If in going out you go to the leaders of the king of Babylon, your soul will live, and this city shall not be burned with fire, and you and your house will live. 18 And if you do not go out to give this city into the hands of the Chaldeans, then they will burn it with fire, and you shall not be saved.’ ” 19 And the king said to Jeremiah, “I have an issue with the Judeans who have fled to the Chaldeans, not to give me into their hands, and they will mock me.” 20 And Jeremiah said, “They will not hand you over. Obey the word of the Lord, which I am telling you, and it will be better for you, and your soul will live. 21 And if you did not want to go out, this is the word that the Lord has shown to me: 22 And look, all the women who are left in the house of the king of Judah were being led out to the rulers of the king of Babylon, and these were saying, ‘Your peaceful men have deceived you, and they will prevail over you and destroy your feet with slipperiness. They have turned away from you.’ 23 And they will lead your women and your children out to the Chaldeans, and you shall not be saved, because you will be captured by the hand of the king of Babylon, and this city will be burned.” 24 And the king said to him, “Let no person know of these words, and you shall not die. 25 But if the rulers hear that I have spoken to you, and they come to you and say to you, ‘Tell us what the king said to you; you must not hide it from us, and we shall not kill you. So what did the king speak to you?’ 26 And you shall say to them, ‘I am throwing my compassion before the eyes of the king to return me to the house of Jonathan to die there.’ ” 27 And all the rulers came to Jeremiah and questioned him, and he reported to them according to all these words that the king commanded him. And they were silent, because the word of the Lord was not heard. 28 And Jeremiah sat in the court of the guard until the time at which Jerusalem was captured. 




The Fall of Jerusalem

46 aAnd this happened in the ninth month of Zedekiah king of Judah: Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his force approached against Jerusalem, and they besieged it. 2 And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth of the month, the city was broken. 3 And all the leaders of the king of Babylon went in and sat in the middle gate: Nergal-sharezer and Samgar-nebo and Sarsechim and Rabsaris Nergal-sharezer, Rabmag and the rest of the leaders of the king of Babylon. 14 bAndc they sent and took Jeremiah from the court of the guard, and they gave him to Gedaliah, son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan; and they brought him, and he sat in the middle of the people. 15 dAnd the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah in the court of the guard, saying, 16 “Go and say to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of Israel said: “Look, I am bringing my words against this city, for evil and not for good. 17 And I will save you on that day, and I shall not give you into the hands of the people of whom you were frightened from the face of them, 18 because in saving I will save you, and you shall not fall by the sword, and your life will be as a discovery, because you have trusted upon me,” ’ declares the Lord.” 




The Word to Jeremiah in Handcuffs

47 eThe word that came from the Lord to Jeremiah after Nebuzaradan, the chief from Ramah, sent him away, when he took those who were brought to Babylon in handcuffs in the middle of the exile of Judah. 2 And the chief took him and told him, “The Lord your God has spoken these evils against this place, 3 and the Lord has done this because you have sinned against him and have not obeyed his voice. 4 Look, I have released you from the handcuffs that are upon your hands. If it is good before you to come with me to Babylon, and I will set my eyes upon you. 5 But if not, run away; return to Gedaliah, son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon has appointed in the land of Judah, and live with him in the middle of the people in the land of Judah. Go into every place that is good in your eyes to go.” And the chief gave to him a gift, and he sent him away. 6 And he went to Gedaliah at Mizpah, and he sat in the middle of those people who remained in the land. 

Gedaliah’s Advice

7 And all the leaders of the force that were in the field, they and their men, listened, because the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah in the land and placed before him their men and women whom he had not exiled into Babylon. 8 And Ishmael, son of Nethaniah, and Johanan, son of Kareah, and Seraiah, son of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ophe the Netophathitete, and Jaazaniah, son of the Maacathite, they and their men, came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. 9 And Gedaliah swore to them and their men, saying, “Do not be afraid from the face of the subjects of the Chaldeans. Settle in the land and work for the king of Babylon, and it will be better for you. 10 And look, I am seated before you at Mizpah to stand before the face of the Chaldeans who may come upon you. And as for you, gather wine and fruit and olive oil, and throw them into your vessels, and dwell in the cities that you have prevailed against.” 11 And all the Judeans who were in Moab and among the sons of Ammon and in Edom and in every land heard that the king of Babylon had given a remnant to Judah and that he had appointed Gedaliah, son of Ahikam, over them. 12 And they came to Gedaliah into the land of Judah at Mizpah, and they gathered wine and very much fruit and olive oil. 

Assassination Plots

13 And Johanan, son of Kareah, and all the leaders of the force who were in the field came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. 14 And they said to him, “Do you know with knowledge that Baalis, king of the sons of Ammon, has sent Ishmael to you to strike your soul?” And Gedaliah did not believe them. 15 And Johanan told Gedaliah secretly at Mizpah, “I will go now and strike Ishmael, and let no one know, lest he strike your life; and all those Judeans who are gathered to you be scattered, and those of Judah who remain will be destroyed.” 16 And Gedaliah said to Johanan, “Do not do this deed, for you are saying lies about Ishmael.” 




Gedaliah’s Assassination

48 aAnd this happened in the seventh month: Ishmael, son of Nethaniah, son of Eleasah, from the royal family, and ten men with him, came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. And they ate bread there together. 2 And Ishmael and the ten men who were with him rose up, and he struck Gedaliah, whom the king of Babylon had set over the land, 3 and he struck all the Judeans who were with him at Mizpah, and all the Chaldeans who were found there. 4 And this happened on the second day after his striking Gedaliah and no person knew it: 5 And men arrived from Shechem and from Salem and from Samaria, eighty men with beards shaven and cloaks torn, and striking their breasts, and manna and frankincense in their hands to bring into the house of the Lord. 6 And Ishmael came out to meet them. They kept going and weeping, and he said to them, “Enter to Gedaliah.” 7 And this happened when they entered into the middle of the city: he slayed them into the cistern. 8 And ten men were found there, and they said to Ishmael, “Do not kill us, for we have stores in the field: wheat and barley honey and olive oil.” And he passed by and did not kill them in the middle of their brothers. 9 And the cistern into which Ishmael had thrown all those whom he had struck down was a large cistern. This is the one king Asa had made from the face of Baasha king of Israel. Ishmael filled this full with the slain. 10 And Ishmael turned away all the people who were left at Mizpah and the daughter of the king, whom the chief had placed with Gedaliah, son of Ahikam. And he departed to beyond the sons of Ammon. 11 And Johanan, son of Kareah, and all the leaders of the force, those with him, heard all the evil things that Ishmael had done. 12 And they brought their whole army and departed to make war against him. And they found him at a large body of water in Gibeon. 13 And this happened when all the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan and the leaders of the force with him: 14 then they returned to Johanan. 15 And Ishmael was saved with eight people, and he departed to the sons of Ammon. 16 And Johanan and all the leaders of the force, those with him, took all the rest of the people who had turned away from Ishmael—strong men in war—and the women and the other things and the eunuchs whom he had returned from Gibeon, 17 and they departed and settled in Geruth Chimham, which is toward Bethlehem, to go into Egypt 18 from the face of the Chaldeans, because they were afraid of their face, because Ishmael had struck down Gedaliah, whom the king of Babylon had appointed over the land. 




The Leaders Request for the Lord’s Direction

49 aAnd all the leaders of the force, and Johanan and Azariah, son of Maaseiah, and all the people, from the small to the great, came 2 to Jeremiah the prophet and said to him, “Let our mercy now fall according to your face, and pray to the Lord your God concerning these who are left, for few of the many are left, as your eyes see. 3 And let the Lord your God declare to us the way in which we shall go, and the thing that we shall do.” 4 And Jeremiah said to them, “I have heard. Look, I will pray to the Lord our God according to your words. And it will happen: the word, whatever the Lord will answer, I will declare it to you. I shall not hide a word from you.” 5 And they said to Jeremiah, “Let the Lord be among us as a righteous and faithful witness: cursed if we will not act in the way according to every word that the Lord will send to us. 6 And whether good or evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord our God to whom we are sending you to him, that it might become better for us, for we will listen to the voice of the Lord our God.” 

Warning against Flight to Egypt

7 And this happened after ten days: The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah. 8 And he summoned Johanan and the leaders of the force and all the people from the small to the great 9 and said, “This is what the Lord said: 10 ‘If you, settling, settle in this land, I will build you up and shall not tear down; and I will plant you and shall not pluck up; for I have desisted concerning the calamities that I have done to you. 11 Do not be frightened by the face of the king of Babylon, by whose face you were frightened. Do not be frightened,’ declares the Lord, ‘for I am with you to deliver you and to save you from their hand. 12 And I will grant you mercy and show mercy to you, and I will return you to your land.’ 13 And if you say, ‘We shall not settle in this land, so as not to listen to the voice of the Lord, 14 for we will enter into the land of Egypt and shall not see battle and shall not hear the sound of the war trumpet, and not be hungry for bread, and we will live there’; 15 therefore hear the word of the Lord. This is what the Lord said: ‘If you put your face to Egypt and go to dwell there, 16 then this will happen: the sword, by whose face you are frightened, will find you in the land of Egypt, and the famine, from whose face you have a word, will seize you, after you, in Egypt; and you will die there. 17 And this will happen: all the people and all the foreigners who have set their faces toward the land of Egypt to live there will come to an end by the sword and by famine. And there will be none of them who escape from the calamities that I am bringing upon them.’ 18 Because this is what the Lord said: ‘Just as my anger dripped upon those who settled in Jerusalem, so my anger will drip upon you when of you entering Egypt. And you will become untraveled, and under a hand, and a vow and a reproach, and you shall not see this place any longer.’ 19 The Lord has spoken these things against you who remain in Judah. Do not enter into Egypt! And now in knowing you will know 20 that you have acted wickedly in your souls when sending me away, saying, ‘Pray to the Lord for us, and we will act according to all these things that the Lord will speak to you.’ 21 And you have not obeyed the voice of the Lord by which he has sent me to you. 22 And now you will come to an end by the sword and famine in the place where you wish to go to dwell.” 




Jeremiah Taken to Egypt

50 aAnd this happened when Jeremiah stopped speaking all words of the Lord to the people, which the Lord had sent to him for them—all these words: 2 Azariah, son of Maaseiah, and Johanan, son of Kareah, and all the men who had spoken to Jeremiah spoke up, saying: “Lies! The Lord has not sent you to us, saying, ‘Do not go into Egypt to live there,’ 3 but rather Baruch, son of Neriah, is provoking you against us so that you might hand us over into the hands of the Chaldeans to put us to death and exile us to Babylon.” 4 And Johanan and all the leaders of the force and all the people did not obey the voice of the Lord to settle in the land of Judah. 5 And Johanan and all the leaders of the force took all those of Judah who were left, who had returned to settle in the land, 6 the mighty men and the women, and the other things, and the daughters of the king, and the souls whom Nebuzaradan had left behind with Gedaliah, son of Ahikam, and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch, son of Neriah. 7 And they went to Egypt, for they did not obey the voice of the Lord. And they went to Tahpanhes. 

The Prophecy of Tahpanhes

8 And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying: 9 “Take for yourself great stones and hide them at the entrances, at the gate of the house of Pharaoh in Tahpanhes, before the eyes of the men of Judah. 10 And you shall say: ‘This is what the Lord said: “Look, I am sending for and will bring Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and he will set his throne over these stones that you have hidden, and he will lift up weapons against them. 11 And he will enter and strike the land of Egypt, those who are destined for death, to death, and those who are destined for exile, to exile, and those who are destined for the sword, to the sword. 12 And he will kindle a fire in the houses of their gods and burn them and exile them. And he will delouse the land of Egypt, as a shepherd delouses his garment, and he will go out in peace. 13 And he will smash the pillars of Heliopolis that are in On, and he will burn their houses with fire.” ’ ” 




The Women’s Obstinate Idolatry

51 aThe word that came to Jeremiah for all the Judeans who were dwelling in the land of Egypt and who were settled at Migdol and at Tahpanhes and in the land of Pathros, saying: 2 “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel said: ‘You have seen all the evils that I have brought upon Jerusalem and upon the cities of Judah. And look, they are desolate of inhabitants 3 from the face of their wickedness that they have done to provoke me, by having gone to burn incense to other gods whom you did not know. 4 And I sent you my servants, the prophets, at daybreak, and I sent them, saying: “Do not do this deed of defilement that I hated!” 5 And they did not listen, and they did not incline their ears to turn away from their evils so as not to burn incense to other gods. 6 And my wrath and my anger dripped, and it burned against the gates of Judah and outside Jerusalem, and it became a ruin and untraveled as it is this day.’ 7 And now this is what the Lord Almighty said: ‘For what purpose are you doing great evil upon your souls, to cut off from you man and woman, child and infant, from the middle of Judah, so as not to leave any of you behind, 8 to provoke me by the works of your hands, to burn incense to other gods in the land of Egypt into which you came to dwell, that you might be cut off and that you become a curse and a reproach among all the nations of the earth? 9 Have you forgotten the evils of your fathers and the evils of the kings of Judah and the evils of your rulers and the evils of your women, which they did in the land of Judah and outside Jerusalem? 10 And they have not stopped to this day, and they have not cleaved to my ordinances that I gave before the face of their fathers.’ 11 Therefore, this is what the Lord said: ‘Look, I am setting my face 12 to destroy all of those who are left in Egypt, and they will come to an end by the sword and by famine, and they will fall, from the small to the great, and they will become a reproach and a ruin and a curse. 13 And I will pay a visit to those who are settled in the land of Egypt, as I paid a visit to Jerusalem, by the sword and by famine. 14 And there will be none to escape, none of Judah who are left, who dwell in the land of Egypt, to return to the land of Judah, upon which they were hoping with their souls, to return there. They shall not return except as escapees.’ ” 15 And all the men who knew that their wives were burning incense, and all the women, a great gathering, and all the people who were settled in the land of Egypt in Pathros, replied to Jeremiah, saying, 16 “As for the word that you spoke to us in the name of the Lord, we will not listen to you. 17 Because in doing we will do all the words that come out of our mouth, to burn incense to the queen of heaven and to pour out drink offerings to her, just as we and our fathers and our kings and our rulers did in the cities of Judah and outside Jerusalem. And we were well filled with bread and we were well, and we did not see calamities. 18 And as we ceased to burn incense to the queen of heaven, everything was reduced, and we came to an end by the sword and by famine. 19 And because we were offering to the queen of heaven and were pouring out drink offerings to her, it was not without our husbands that we made cakes for her and poured out drink offerings to her.” 20 And Jeremiah said to all the people, to the mighty men and to the women and to all the people who answered words to him, saying: 21 “Did not the Lord remember the incense that you and your fathers and your kings and your rulers and the people of the land burned in the cities of Judah and outside Jerusalem, and did it not go up on his heart? 22 And the Lord was no longer able to bear it, from the face of your wicked deeds and the abominations that you have done, and your land has become a ruin and untraveled and a curse, as it is on this day, 23 from the face of which you kept burning incense and because of which you kept sinning against the Lord. And you did not listen to the voice of the Lord, and you did not go in his commands and in his laws and in his testimonies, and these calamities seized you.” 24 And Jeremiah said to the people and to the women, “Hear the word of the Lord! 25 This is what the Lord, the God of Israel said: ‘You women have spoken with your mouth and performed with your hands, saying, “In making we will make our confessions that we have confessed, to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out to her drink offerings.” In standing you will stand by your confessions, and in doing you will do them.’ 26 Therefore hear the word of the Lord, all Judah who is settled in the land of Egypt: ‘Look, I have sworn by my great name,’ said the Lord, ‘if my name will any longer be in the mouth of all of Judah so as to say, “As the Lord lives!” in all the land of Egypt, 27 for I have awakened concerning them to mistreat them and not to do good. And all Judah who dwells in the land of Egypt will come to an end by the sword and may they come to an end by famine. 28 And those who escape from the sword will return to the land of Judah, few in number, and those of Judah who are left, those who settled in the land of Egypt to dwell there, will know whose word will abide! 29 And this is the sign to you that I will pay you a visit for evil.’ 30 This is what the Lord said: ‘Look, I am giving Hophra, king of Egypt, into the hands of his enemy and into the hands of those who seek his life, just as I gave Zedekiah, king of Judah, into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, his enemy and the one who sought his life.’ ” 

Prophecy regarding Baruch

31 aThe word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch, son of Neriah, when he wrote these words in the document from the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year, to Jehoiakim, son of Josiah, king of Judah. 32 This is what the Lord said concerning you, Baruch: 33 “Because you said, ‘Woe is me! woe is me! For the Lord has added suffering upon my toil. I fell asleep with groaning; I did not find rest.’ 34 Say to him, ‘This is what the Lord said: “Look, I am taking down those I have built up, and I am plucking up those I have planted. 35 And will you seek great things for yourself? Do not seek them, because look, I am bringing calamities upon all flesh,” says the Lord, “and I will give your soul as a windfall in every place wherever you go there.” ’ ” 




The Fall of Jerusalem

52 It was the twenty-first year of Zedekiah when he began to reign. And he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem, and the name of his mother was Hamutal, a daughter of Jeremiah from Libnah. 4 And this happened in the ninth year of his reign, in the ninth month, and the tenth day of the month: Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his force came upon Jerusalem, and they surrounded it with armaments and built around its four sides. 5 And the city came under siege until the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. 6 On the ninth of the month also the famine grew severe in the city, and there was no bread for the people of the land. 7 And the city was breached, and all the men, the warriors, went out by night according to the way to the gate between the city wall and the outer wall, which was by the garden of the king; and the Chaldeans were against the city, all around. And they came by the way to Arabah, 8 and the force of the Chaldeans pursued the king and seized him on the other side of Jericho. And all his children were scattered from him. 9 And they captured the king and carried him to the king of Babylon, at Riblah, and he spoke to him with judgment. 10 And the king of Babylon slayed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and he slayed all the rulers of Judah at Riblah. 11 And the king of Babylon blinded the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him with fetters and brought him to Babylon. And he put him into the millhouse until the day that he died. 

Jerusalem Plundered and Burned

12 And in the fifth month, the tenth day of the month, Nebuzaradan, the chief who stood at the face of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 13 And he set on fire the house of the Lord and the house of the king, and all the houses of the city and every great building he set on fire with fire. 14 And the force of the Chaldeans that was with the chief took down every wall around Jerusalem. 16 And the chief left those of the people who were left as vinedressers and as husbandmen. 17 And the Chaldeans crushed the pillars of bronze that were in the house of the Lord, and the bases, and the bronze sea that was in the house of the Lord. And they took their bronze, and they carried it off to Babylon. 18 And the chief took the rim and the bowls and the fleshhooks and all the bronze vessels with which they ministered, 19 and the basins and the snuffers and the pitchers and the lampstands and the censers and the cups that were golden golden and that were silver silver. 20 And as for the two pillars and the one sea, and the twelve bronze calves under the sea, which King Solomon had made for the house of the Lord, their bronze could not be weighed.a 21 And as for the pillars, the height of one was thirty five cubits, and a cord of twelve cubits encompassed it, and its thickness was four fingers around. 22 And as for a cornice, it was bronze, and the length and height of the one cornice was five cubits, and the lattice and pomegranates all around on the cornice were all of bronze. And this was the pattern of the second pillar: eight pomegranates to a cubit for the twelve cubits. 23 And there were ninety-six pomegranates in one part, and all the pomegranates upon the lattice all around were one hundred. 24 And the chief took the first priest and the second priest and the three who guarded the way, 25 and one eunuch who was the overseer of men, of the warriors, and seven men of renown who were at the face of the king, who were found in the city, and the scribe of the armies, who was recording the people of the land, and sixty people from the people of the land, who were found in the middle of the city. 26 And Nebuzaradan the chief took them and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27 And the king of Babylon struck them at Riblah in the land of Hamath.b 

Jehoiakim’s Fate in Babylon

31 And this happened in the thirty-seventh year in which Jehoiakim king of Judah was exiled, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-fourth day of the month: Evil-merodach, king of Babylon, in the year in which he began to reign, took the head of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and shaved him and brought him out from the house where he was kept. 32 And he spoke well to him and gave him the seat above the kings of those with him in Babylon. 33 And they changed his prison clothing, and he ate bread always at his face all the days that he lived. 34 And the portion was given to him always from the king of Babylon, from day to day until the day that he died. 





BARUCH




The Babylonian Deportation

1 These are the words of the document that Baruch son of Neriah son of Maaseiah son of Zedekiah son of Hasadiah son of Hilkiah wrote in Babylon, 2 in the fifth year in the seventh month at the time when the Chaldeans took Jerusalem and lit it on fire. 3 Baruch read the words of this document before Jeconiah son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and before all the people who came toward the document, 4 and in the ears of the dignitaries and sons of the king and in the ears of the elders and in the ears of all of the people from the least to the greatest of all who lived in Babylon near the river Sud. 5 And they were weeping and fasting and praying before the Lord. 6 They gathered money,a as the means of each allowed, 7 and sent it to Jerusalem to Jehoiakim son of Hilkiah son of Shallum the priest and to the priests and to all the people who were found with him in Jerusalem, 8 when he took the sanctuary instruments of the house of the Lord that had been carried out from the temple to return them to the land of Judah on the tenth day of Sivan, including the implements of silver that Zedekiah son of Josiah king Judah made, 9 after Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon deported Jeconiah, along with the rulers and the captives and the dignitaries and the people of the land away from Jerusalem and carried him into Babylon. 

Gifts for the Offerings

10 Then they said, “Look, we have sent you money; and buy a burnt offering and the offering concerning sin and frankincense with the money, and make frankincense powder and offer it upon the altar of the Lord our God, 11 and pray for the life of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and for the life of Belshazzar his son, in order that their days might be like the days of heaven upon the earth. 12 And the Lord will give strength to us and illuminate our eyes and we will live under the shadow of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and under the shadow of Belshazzar his son, and we will serve them many days and find favor before them. 13 Pray for us to the Lord our God because we wronged the Lord our God and have not turned back the anger of the Lord and his wrath from us even until this day.” 

Confession of Sin

14 “You shall read this document that we sent to you, to explain in the house of the Lord in the day of the festival and in the days of the season. 15 And you shall say, ‘Righteousness belongs to the Lord God, but disgrace of faces belongs to us, as on this day, to the person of Judah, and to those who inhabit Jerusalem 16 and our kings and our rulers and our priests and our prophets and our ancestors, 17 because of what we have sinned in the presence of the Lord. 18 We have resisted him and did not listen to the voice of the Lord our God to follow the commands of the Lord that he gave before our face. 19 From the day when the Lord brought our ancestors from the land of Egypt until this day, we have been resistant to the Lord our God and have acted carelessly without regard to hearing his voice. 20 It has been following after us—the troubles and the curse that the Lord prescribed to Moses his servant in the day when he led our ancestors to give us a land flowing with milk and honey as it is this day. 21 We did not obey the voice of the Lord our God according to all the words of the prophets whom he sent to us, 22 and each one pursued the intention of his evil heart to serve other gods, to do evil in the eyes of the Lord our God.’ ” 




Israel and Judah Subjugated

2 “The Lord confirmed his word that he spoke to us and to our judges who judged Israel, and to our kings and to our rulers and to the people of Israel and Judah. 2 It has never been done under all the heavens as he did in Jerusalem in accordance with what was written in the law of Moses. 3 We ate, a person the flesh of his son, and a person the flesh of his daughter. 4 He granted them the authority of all the kingdoms surrounding us, to become a ruin and untraveled among all the surrounding peoples, where the Lord had scattered them. 5 They were subjugated and not promoted because we failed the Lord our God with regard to not obeying his voice.” 

Confession of Unrepentance

6 “Righteousness belongs to the Lord our God, but disgrace of faces belongs to us and our ancestors as on this day. 7 The things that the Lord spoke to us, all the troubles that came upon us. 8 But we did not entreat the face of the Lord by turning back, each person, from the thoughts of their wicked heart. 9 And the Lord kept watch over the evil things, and the Lord has brought them upon us because the Lord is righteous with all his works that he commanded us. 10 But we did not obey his voice to follow the commands of the Lord that he established as a contract before our face.” 

Prayer for Deliverance

11 “Now O Lord, the God of Israel who brought your people out of the land of Egypt with a strong hand, with signs and with wonders and with great power and with a high arm, and made a name for yourself to this day, 12 we have sinned, committed sacrilege, and acted unjustly, O Lord our God, concerning all your duties. 13 Turn your anger away from us because we remain few among the nations where you scattered us among them. 14 Hear, O Lord, our prayer and our entreaty and deliver us for yourself, and give us grace at the face of those who exiled us, 15 in order that the entire earth might learn that you are the Lord our God, because your name is invoked upon Israel and upon his descendants. 16 O Lord, look down from your holy house and consider us. Incline your ear, O Lord, and hear. 17 Open your eyes and see that the dead in the grave, whose spirit was taken from their guts, do not give glory and duty to the Lord. 18 But his soul that is sorrowing at the greatness, which walks bowed down and weakly, and the eyes that come to an end, and the soul that is hungry, offer you glory and righteous, O Lord. 19 Because we cast down compassion before your face not concerning the duties of our ancestors and of our kings, O Lord, our God, 20 because you sent your anger and your wrath upon us even as you said by the hands of your servants the prophets: 21 ‘Thus says the Lord, “Bow down your shoulder and serve the king of Babylon and remain upon the land that I have given your ancestors. 22 But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord to serve the king of Babylon, 23 I will make the sound of cheer and the sound of festivals, the sound of the bridegroom and the sound of the bride come to an end from the city of Judah and the area outside of Jerusalem, and the whole land will become untraveled, without inhabitants.” ’ 24 And we did not obey your voice to serve the king of Babylon and you confirmed your words which you had spoken by means of your servants the prophets: that the bones of our kings and the bones of our ancestors would be brought forth from their place. 25 Look, they were thrown out to the burning heat of the day and the frost of the night and they perished in painful anguish from hunger and from sword and from being dispatched. 26 You established the house, of which your name is invoked over it as on this day, on account of the evil of the house of Israel and the house of Judah.” 

Reminder of God’s Promise

27 “You have acted for us, O Lord our God, with all of your fairness and with all of your great mercy, 28 just as you had spoken by the hand of your servant Moses in the day when you charged him to write your law before the sons of Israel, saying, 29 ‘If they will not obey my voice, cursed if this great mighty roaring crowd will not turn into a small one among the nations where I will scatter them. 30 Because I know that they will not obey me because the people are obstinate, yet they will return with their heart in the land of their exile, 31 and they will learn that I am the Lord their God, and I will give them a heart and an ear for obeying. 32 They will praise me in the land of their captivity and will remember my name. 33 And they will turn away from their stiff back and from their wicked practices because they will remember the journey of their ancestors, who sinned before the Lord. 34 And I will return them to the land that I promised to their ancestors, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and they will rule it and I will multiply them and they will not fade away. 35 I will confirm an eternal agreement with them: I will be a God to them, and they will be a people to me, and I will never again remove my people Israel from the land that I gave them.’ ” 




A Promise of Praise

3 “O Lord Almighty, God of Israel, a soul in difficulty and a spirit of weariness have cried out to you. 2 Listen, O Lord, and show mercy, because we have sinned before you. 3 For you are seated for eternity and we are being destroyed for eternity. 4 O Lord Almighty, God of Israel, hear then, the prayer of those who have perished from Israel and of the sons of those who are sinning before you, who did not listen to the voice of you, their God and so evil followed us. 5 Do not remember the offences of our ancestors, but remember your dominion and your name at this time, 6 because you are the Lord our God and we will praise you, O Lord. 7 Therefore, because of this you instilled fear of yourself within our heart also, so we might call your name. And we will praise you in our exile because we have turned back from our heart all the offenses of our ancestors who sinned before you. 8 Look, today we are in our exile, in the place where you scattered us for a reproach and for a curse and for a punishment because of every injustice of our ancestors who departed from the Lord our God.” 

A Poem in Praise of Understanding

9 “Hear,a O Israel, the commandments of life; pay attention to learn understanding. 10 Why is it, O Israel, why is it that are you in a land of enemies? You have become old in a strange land; you have been defiled by the dead; 11 counted with those in Hades; 12 you abandoned the source of wisdom. 13 If you had followed the path of God, you would have dwelled in peace eternally. 14 Learn of where there is intelligence, where there is strength, where there is comprehension, so that you may know at the same time where there is longevity and life, and where there is light for eyes, and peace. 15 Who has discovered her place and who has entered into her treasuries? 16 Where are the rulers of the nations and the lords of the animals that are upon the earth; 17 those who mock the birds in heaven and hoard silver and gold (in which humans trust and there is no end to their greed)? 18 Because those who make and worry about money (and there is no searching their works) 19 have been destroyed and descended into Hades, and others rise up in their place. 20 Young men have seen light and dwelt upon the earth, but they did not learn the way of knowledge 21 nor understand her paths or even take hold of her. Their sons were far from their path. 22 And it was not heard in Canaan, or seen in Teman. 23 And the sons of Hagar who seek comprehension, who were upon earth, the traders of Merran and Teman, and the storytellers and seekers of comprehension did not know the way of wisdom or remember her paths.” 

God’s Wisdom in Creation

24 “O Israel, how great is the house of God, and extensive the place of his possession. 25 It is great and has no end; it is high and immeasurable. 26 The giants who were famous from the beginning were born there, being very large and capable of war. 27 God did not select them or offer them the way of knowledge. 28 So they perished for not having understanding; they perished due to their lack of thought. 29 Who went up into heaven and took her and brought her down from the clouds? 30 Who crossed over beyond the sea and discovered her and who will bring her for choicest gold? 31 There is no one who knows her way or ponders her path. 32 However, the one who comprehends everything knows her; he discovered her with his discernment. The one who created the earth into eternal time filled it with herds of four-footed animals. 33 The one who sends the light and it goes, he summoned it and it obeyed him with trembling. 34 And the stars twinkled brightly in their watches and were cheerful. 35 He called them and they said, ‘We are here.’ They twinkled brightly with cheer for the one who made them. 36 This is our God. No other can be compared with him. 37 He discovered every path of knowledge and gave it to Jacob, his child, and to Israel, who was loved by him. 38 After this she appeared upon the earth and lived among humans.” 




Special Knowledge of God’s Will

4 “This is the document of the commands of God, and the law that is exists into eternity. All who hold her are destined for life, but those who forsake her will perish. 2 Turn, O Jacob, and seize her, advance toward the glow before her light. 3 Do not give another your glory or your profit to a foreign nation. 4 Blessed are we, O Israel, because what is pleasing to God is known to us.” 

Wisdom Abandoned

5 “Be courageous my people, memorial of Israel. 6 You were sold to the nations not for annihilation, but because you angered God; you were given over to adversaries. 7 For you provoked the one who made you, by sacrificing to demons and not to God. 8 You forgot the Eternal God who raised you, and indeed you distressed Jerusalem who reared you. 9 For she sawa the wrath come upon you from God and said,b ‘Listen, neighbors of Zion! God brought great grief upon me. 10 For I saw the captivity of my sons and daughters that the Eternal One brought upon them. 11 For I educated them with cheer, but sent them away with weeping and grief. 12 Let no one rejoice over me, a widow and forsaken by many; I was abandoned because of the sins of my children, since they turned away from the law of God, 13 and did not learn his duties or follow the paths of God’s commands or set foot upon the tracks of his discipline in righteousness. 14 Let the neighbors of Zion arrive and may they remember the captivity of my sons and daughters, which the Eternal One brought upon them. 15 For he brought a far off nation upon them, a callous and foreign-speaking nation, because they did not respect the elderly or show mercy to a young child, 16 and they led away the beloved of the widow and separated the lonely woman from her daughters. 17 But how can I help you? 18 The one who brought the troubles will deliver you from the hand of your enemies. 19 Walk away, children, walk away, for I have been left lonely. 20 I have taken off the garment of peace, and I have dressed in sackcloth for my entreaty; I will cry out to the Eternal One for my days.’ ” 

Deliverance is Coming

21 “Take courage, children, cry out to God and he will deliver you from domination, from the hand of the enemy. 22 For I trust upon the Eternal One for your salvation, and joy has come to me from the Holy One at the mercy that will come to you quickly from your eternal savior. 23 For I sent you with sorrow and weeping, but God will return you to me with gladness and cheer for eternity. 24 Just as the neighbors of Zion have now seen your captivity, so in a short time they will see your salvation from God, which will come upon you with great glory and the splendor of the Eternal One. 25 Children, have patience about the anger that came upon you from God. The enemy pursued you, but you will see his destruction in a short time, and set your foot upon their necks. 26 My tender ones walked a rough path, carried away like a flock seized by an enemy.” 

God Will Remember

27 “Be brave, children, and cry to God, for there will be remembrance by the one who brought this upon you. 28 Even as your thought was to stray from God, return to seek him ten times as much. 29 The one who brought the troubles upon you will bring eternal cheer upon you with your salvation.” 

Reversal of Fortunes

30 “Be confident, O Jerusalem! The one who named you will comfort you. 31 Wretched will be the ones who mistreated you and rejoiced at your fall. 32 Wretched be the cities in which your children were enslaved, wretched the one who received your sons. 33 Just as she rejoiced at your fall and was cheerful in your calamity, so will she grieve at her own desolation. 34 I will remove her satisfaction at her great population and turn her pride into to grief. 35 Fire will come upon her from the Eternal One for many days, and she will be occupied by demons for a long time.” 

Return from Dispersion

36 “Look toward the East, O Jerusalem, and see the cheer that is coming to you from God. 37 Look, your sons whom you sent forth are coming, gathered from east to west by the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God.” 




New Glory and Righteousness

5 “Take off, O Jerusalem, the tunic of your sorrow and suffering, and put on the majesty from God’s glory for eternity. 2 Put on the cloak of righteousness from God; place the headband of the glory of the Eternal One upon your head. 3 For God will show your splendor everywhere under the heavens. 4 Your name will be called by God for eternity: ‘Peace of Righteousness and Glory of Piety.’ 5 Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand upon the high place, and look to the east and see your children gathered from the west to the east by the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the remembrance of God. 6 For they departed from you on foot, carried away by enemies; but God is returning them to you, raised up with glory as on a kingdom’s throne. 7 For God ordered every high hill and permanent mound to be lowered, and the ravines to be filled for the leveling of the land, so that Israel might walk safely in the glory of God. 8 And the forests and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel by the command of God. 9 For God will go before Israel with cheer in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that is from him.” 





LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH

Prologue

And this happened after Israel was taken captive and Jerusalem was devastated: Jeremiah sat down weeping, and he wailed this lament over Jerusalem and said: 




The Desolate City

1 Aleph.

How the city that had been filled with people sits alone! 

She has become like a widow. Filled with nations, 

a princess among the territories has become tribute. 

2 Bēth.

Weeping, she wept at night, and her tears were upon her cheeks. 

And of all those who loved her, there was no one to comfort her. 

All who loved her dealt treacherously with her; 

they became enemies to her. 

3 Gimel.

Judea was resettled because of her lowliness, and from the magnitude of her slavery. 

She sat among the nations; she has not found rest. 

All those who pursue her have seized her between those who afflict. 

4 Daleth.

The ways of Zion mourn, for there is no one to come to a feast. 

All her gates are destroyed; her priests groan. 

Her virgins are carried away, and she is embittered in herself. 

5 Hē.

Those who afflict her have become a head, and her enemies are prospering 

because the Lord humbled her at the number of her ungodly acts. 

Her children were brought into captivity from the face of an oppressor. 

6 Ouaou.

And all her dignity has been removed from the daughter of Zion. 

Her rulers have become like rams not finding pasturage, 

and they kept going in no strength at the face of the pursuer. 

7 Zain.

Jerusalem remembered the days of her lowliness and her rejection 

and all her desirable things that were from the days of old, 

when her people fell into the hands of oppressors, and there was no one to help her. 

Seeing this, her enemies laughed at her dwelling. 

8 Hēth.

Jerusalem sinned a sin. Therefore, she has become restless. 

All who extolled her have brought her low, for they saw her shame. 

And surely, she is groaning; and she was turned away backward. 

9 Tēth.

Her uncleanness was from her feet; she did not remember her extremities. 

And she brought down swollen things; there is none who comforts her. 

See, O Lord, my lowliness, that an enemy was magnified. 

10 Iōth.

The oppressor spread out his hand over all her desired objects, 

for she saw nations enter into her sanctuary, 

whom you commanded not to enter into your assembly. 

11 Chaph.

All her people sigh, seeking bread; 

they gave their desires for food for their soul to return. 

See, O Lord, and look, for she has become dishonored. 

12 Lamed.

As for all those who go beside you, on the road, 

turn about and see whether there is pain according to my pain that has happened. 

Speaking with respect to me, the Lord made me low on the day of the wrath of his anger. 

13 Mēm.

From his height he sent fire; he brought it down into my bones. 

He spread a net for my feet; he turned me back. 

He granted me to be removed, sorrowing the whole day. 

14 Noun.

He was watchful over my profane acts; 

they were woven by my hands; they went up on my neck. 

My strength became weak because the Lord gave pain into my hands. I will not be able to stand. 

15 Samch.

The Lord removed all my mighty men out of the middle of me; 

he proclaimed against me a time to crush my choicest men. 

The Lord has trod the winepress for the virgin daughter of Judah; I lament at these things. 

16 Ain.

My eye has brought down water 

because the one who comforts me is distant from me, the one who returns my life. 

My sons became removed because the enemy was strengthened. 

17 Phē.

Zion spread out her hands; there is no one to comfort her. 

The Lord commanded Jacob; those who are afflicting him are all around him. 

Jerusalem became a woman who sits apart between them. 

18 Tiadē.

The Lord is righteous, because I have provoked his mouth. 

Hear now, all peoples, and see my pain. 

My virgins and my young men have gone into captivity. 

19 Kōph.

I called to my lovers, but they deceived me. 

My priests and my elders in the city came to an end 

because they sought food for themselves in order to restore their souls, and they did not find any. 

20 Rhēchs.

See, O Lord, that I am afflicted; my belly is stirred up, 

and my heart has turned within me 

because, provoked, I have been provoked. 

Outside, a sword has made childless, just as death at home. 

21 Chsen.

Hear now, for I am groaning; there is no one to comfort me. 

All my enemies have heard my calamities, and they rejoiced, for you have acted. 

You have brought on the day; you have proclaimed the time; they have become like me. 

22 Thau.

May all their evil go in at your face, 

and glean them, the way they have made a gleaning about all my sins; 

for my groanings are many, and my heart is grieved. 




The Lord’s Anger against Zion

2 Aleph.

How the Lord has brought darkness in his anger upon the daughter of Zion! 

He has thrown the glory of Israel down from the heaven to the earth. 

And he did not remember the footstool of his feet. 

2 Bēth.

In the day of his anger, the Lord drowned, not sparing; 

he brought down all the beautiful things of Jacob in his anger. 

He stuck the strongholds of the daughter of Judah to the earth; 

he profaned her kings and her rulers. 

3 Gimel.

He crushed all the horns of Israel in the wrath of his anger; 

he turned his right hand back from the face of the enemy, 

and he kindled a flame in Jacob like fire, and it devoured everything, all around. 

4 Daleth.

He bent his bow like an opposing enemy. 

He made his right hand firm like an enemy 

and killed all the desires of my eyes in the tent of the daughter of Zion. 

He poured out his wrath like fire. 

5 He.

The Lord became like an enemy; he drowned Israel; 

he drowned her bastions. He utterly destroyed its strongholds, 

and he multiplied the humiliated and humbled women for the daughter of Judah. 

6 Ouau.

And he dispersed his tent like a vine; he utterly destroyed his feast. 

The Lord forgot what he made in Zion, of the feast and Sabbath, 

and he provoked king and priest and ruler by the indignation of his wrath. 

7 Zain.

The Lord has thrust away his altar; he shook off his sanctuary. 

He crushed the wall of its bastions in his hand. 

They gave forth a sound in the house as on the day of a feast. 

8 Hēth.

And he returned to utterly destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion. 

He stretched out a measuring line; he did not turn his hand back from trampling. 

And the outer wall mourned, and the wall became weak at once. 

9 Tēth.

Her gates were stuck in the earth; he destroyed, and he crushed her bars, 

and her king and her rulers among the nations. 

There is no law; and now her prophets have seen no vision from the Lord. 

10 Iōd.

The elders of the daughter of Zion sat on the ground; they were silent. 

They brought up dust upon their head; they girded themselves with sackcloth; 

they brought down to the ground the chief virgins in Jerusalem. 

11 Chaph.

My eyes came to an end with tears; my heart was stirred up. 

My honor was poured out on the earth, on the wound of the daughter of my people, 

while infant and suckling came to an end in the streets of the city. 

12 Labd.

To their mothers they said, “Where is grain and wine?” 

while they faint like the wounded in the city streets, 

while their lives are poured out into the bosom of their mothers. 

13 Mēm.

What shall I testify to you, or to what shall I compare you, O daughter of Jerusalem? 

Who will save and comfort you, O virgin daughter of Zion? 

Because the cup of your crushing has been enlarged, who will heal you? 

14 Noun.

Your prophets have seen vanity and folly for you, 

and they did not reveal your injustice, to restore your captivity. 

And they saw worthless gains and banishments for you. 

15 Samch.

All who went by the way clapped their hands at you. 

They whistled and shook their head at the daughter of Jerusalem: 

“This is the city,” they will say, “the crown of joy of the whole earth!” 

16 Ain.

All your enemies opened their mouth against you; 

they whistled and gnashed teeth and said, “We have swallowed her! 

Moreover, this is the day that we were expecting; we found it; we have seen it!” 

17 Phē.

The Lord has done that which he planned; 

he has accomplished his words that he commanded from ancient days. 

He took down and did not spare, 

and he has made the enemy cheerful over you; he has lifted up the horn of your oppressor. 

18 Tiadē.

Their heart cried to the Lord: 

O walls of Zion! Bring down tears as a torrent, day and night! 

May you not give calmness to yourself; may your eye not be silent, O daughter! 

19 Kōph.

Arise, rejoice in the night for the beginning of your watch! 

Pour out your heart like water before the face of the Lord! 

Lift your hands up to him concerning the life of the infants who faint 

with hunger at the beginning of all exits. 

20 Rhēchs.

See, Lord, and consider for whom you have gathered in this way. 

Will women eat the fruit of their womb? 

A cook made a gleaning. Will infants suckling breasts be slain? 

Will you kill priest and prophet in the sanctuary of the Lord? 

21 Chsen.

The young boy and the old man have fallen asleep in the exit. 

My virgins and my young men were carried into captivity. 

You killed by the sword and by famine; on the day of your wrath, you butchered; you did not spare. 

22 Thau.

He summoned my sojourning from all around for a day of feasting. 

And there was no one rescued and left behind in the day of the wrath of the Lord, 

as I prevailed over and increased all my enemies. 




Anguish and Hope

3 Aleph.

I am the man who sees poverty, by the rod of anger against me. 

2 He took me and led me away into darkness and not light. 

3 Moreover, he turned his hand against me the whole day. 

4 He aged my flesh and my skin; he crushed my bones. 

5 Bē.

He built up against me, and he encircled my head, and he labored. 

6 He set me in dark places, like a corpse from eternity. 

7 He rebuilt against me, and I will not go out; he made my bronze heavy. 

8 Gimel.

And indeed, I will cry aloud and shout; he has blocked my prayer. 

9 Daleth.

He has built up my ways, fenced in my paths. 

She has stirred me up, 10 a bear lying in wait; to me he is a lion in hiding. 

11 He has pursued, hindered me after I had departed; he set me as a ruined woman. 

12 He.

He bent his bow and set me up as a target for the arrow. 

13 He brought arrows from his quiver into my kidneys. 

14 I became laughter to all my people, their psalm the whole day. 

15 Ouau.

He has fed me with bitterness; he has made me drunk with gall. 

16 And he has driven out my teeth with gravel; he fed me morsels of ashes. 

17 And he thrust my soul away from peace; I have forgotten good things. 

18 And my victory has perished, and my hope from the Lord. 

19 Zai.

I remembered by reason of my poverty, and because of persecution 

20 my bitterness and gall will be remembered, and my soul will chatter at me. 

21 I will put this in my heart; therefore, I will wait. 

25 Hēth.

The Lord is good to those who wait for him; 

to the soul who will seek him, it is a good thing. 

26 And it will remain and keep quiet for the salvation of the Lord. 

27 Tēth.

It is good for a man when he carries a yoke in his youth. 

28 He will sit alone and be silent, for he lifted it up upon himself. 

30 Iōd.

He will give his cheek to the one who strikes him; he will be fed with reproaches. 

31 For the Lord will not thrust away for eternity. 

32 Chaph.

For he who brought low will have pity, even according to the abundance of his compassion. 

33 He did not answer from his heart, and he brought low the sons of a man. 

34 Labd.

To make low under his feet all the captives of the land, 

35 to turn aside the judgment of a man before the face of the Most High, 

36 to condemn a person while he contends—the Lord did not say these things! 

37 Who has spoken like this and it happened? The Lord did not command these things! 

38 Will not evil and good come from the mouth of the Most High? 

39 Mēm.

Why does a living person grumble, a man concerning his sin? 

40 Nun.

Our way was examined and tested, and let us turn to the Lord. 

41 Let us take up our hearts in our hands to the Most High in heaven. 

42 We have sinned; we have been ungodly, and you were not merciful. 

43 Samch.

You covered us in wrath and chased us away. 

You killed; you did not spare. 

44 You covered yourself with a cloud on account of prayer, 

45 for me to be blind and thrust away. 

Ain.

You set us in the middle of the people. 46 All our enemies opened their mouth against us. 

47 Fear and anger came to us, devastation and crushing. 

48 My eye will bring down channels of water at the injury of the daughter of my people. 

49 Phē.

My eye has been swallowed up, and I will not be silent, for there is to be no calm 

50 until the Lord looks down and sees from heaven. 

51 My eye will glean over my soul more than all the daughters of the city. 

52 Tiadē.

All my enemies, when hunting, hunted me like a sparrow, gratuitously. 

53 They put my life to death in a cistern, and they placed a stone over me. 

54 Water flowed over my head; I said, “I am rejected.” 

55 Kōph.

I invoked your name, O Lord, from the lowest cistern. 

56 You heard my voice; do not hide your ear to my plea! 

57 You came to my aid; 

on the day I called you, you said to me, “Do not be afraid.” 

58 Rhēchs.

You pleaded the causes of my soul, O Lord; you redeemed my life. 

59 You saw, O Lord, my troubles; you judged my case. 

60 You saw all their vengeance, all their schemes against me. 

61 Chsen.

You heard their reproach, all their schemes against me. 

62 Their lips rose up against me, and their thoughts against me the whole day, 

63 their sitting and their rising. 

Look upon their eyes. 

64 You will pay them back with a repayment, O Lord, according to the deeds of their hands. 

65 Thau.

You will pay them back with a shielding, the hardship of my heart. 

66 You will pursue them in anger and consume them under the heaven, O Lord. 




Jerusalem’s Siege

4 Aleph.

How gold will become dim; the good silver will be changed. 

Sacred stones will be poured out at the beginning of all exits. 

2 Bē.

The honored sons of Zion who were lifted up with gold— 

how will they be reckoned as earthen vessels, the works of the potter’s hands? 

3 Gimel.

And indeed, dragons bared the breasts; 

their whelps suckled the daughters of my people for no cure, like a sparrow in the desert. 

4 Daleth.

The tongue of the suckling is glued to its throat with thirst; 

infants asked for bread; there was no one to break it for them. 

5 He.

Those who eat food were removed in the exits; 

those who were brought up in scarlet wrapped themselves in dung. 

6 Ouau.

And the lawlessness of the daughter of my people was increased beyond the lawlessness of Sodom, 

which was overturned as with haste, and they did not toil with their hands against her. 

7 Zain.

Her Nazirites were made clean beyond snow; they shone beyond milk; 

they were made red beyond stones; their piece was as sapphire. 

8 Ēth.

Their appearance was dark beyond soot; they were not recognized in the exits; 

their skin had stiffened upon their bones; they were dried up; they became like wood. 

9 Tēth.

Those injured by the sword were fairer than those injured by famine. 

They walked, goaded on by the fruit of the fields. 

10 Iōd.

The hands of merciful women boiled their children; 

they became their food in the destruction of the daughter of my people. 

11 Chaph.

The Lord has accomplished his anger; he poured out the anger of his wrath 

and kindled a fire in Zion, and it devoured its foundations. 

12 Labd.

The kings of the earth, all who inhabit the world, did not believe 

that the enemy and the oppressor would enter through the gates of Jerusalem. 

13 Mēm.

Because of the sins of her prophets, the injustices of her priests, 

those who pour out the blood of the righteous in the middle of her. 

14 Noun.

Her watchmen were shaken in the exits; they were defiled with blood. 

When they could not prevail, they touched their garments. 

15 Samech.

Stay away from the unclean! Call them, “Put away! Put away! Do not touch!” 

For they were set on fire; and indeed, they were shaken. 

Say among the nations, “They shall not proceed to sojourn.” 

16 Ain.

The face of the Lord is their portion; he will not continue to look upon them. 

They did not receive the face of the priests; they showed no mercy to prophets. 

17 Phē.

While we were still waiting, our eyes came to an end, 

while we watched vainly for our help. 

18 Tiadē.

We watched for a nation that did not save. 

We hunted for our small ones, for them not to walk in our streets. 

19 Kōph.

Our time has passed; our days have been fulfilled; our time is present. 

Our pursuers are swift beyond eagles of the sky. 

They flew out over the mountains; they laid snares for us in the desert. 

20 Rhēchs.

The breath of our face, the anointed Lord, was captured by their destructions, 

of whom we said, “We will live in its shade among the nations.” 

21 Chsen.

Rejoice and be cheerful, O daughter of Edom, who dwell upon the land; 

and indeed, the cup of the Lord will pass to you; you will be drunk, and you will pour out. 

22 Thau.

Your lawlessness has come to an end, O daughter of Zion; 

he will not proceed to exile you. 

He has visited your lawlessness, O daughter of Edom; 

he has revealed against your profane acts. 




A Prayer for Mercy

5 Remember, O Lord, what has happened to us. 

Look, and see our disgrace! 

2 Our inheritance has been turned over to others, 

our homes to foreigners. 

3 We have become orphans; there is no father; 

our mothers are like the widows. 

4 From our days our wood came by exchange. 

5 We were pursued upon our neck; 

we grew weary; we were not given rest. 

6 Egypt gave a hand; 

Assyria, from their abundance. 

7 Our fathers sinned; they are no more. 

We are suffering their lawless deeds. 

8 Slaves lorded over us; 

there is no one to redeem us from their hand. 

9 We will bring in our bread by our souls, 

from the face of the sword of the desert. 

10 Our skin has been become dark like an oven; 

they are shriveled up from the face of the storm of the famine. 

11 They made low the women in Zion, 

virgins in the cities of Judah. 

12 The rulers were hung by their hands; 

the elders were not esteemed. 

13 Choice men took up weeping, 

and young men became weak at the wood. 

14 And old men desisted from the gate; 

choice men desisted from their psalms. 

15 The joy of our heart ceased; 

our dance was turned to grief. 

16 The crown of our head fell. 

Woe indeed to us, for we have sinned! 

17 Because of this our heart became a grievous pain; 

because of this our eyes have become darkened. 

18 Over Mount Zion, because it was destroyed, 

foxes passed through it. 

19 But you, O Lord, will dwell for eternity; 

your throne unto generation and generation. 

20 For what purpose will you forget us for victory? 

Will you leave us behind for length of days? 

21 Restore us, O Lord, to yourself, and we shall be restored, 

and renew our days, just as before. 

22 For in rejecting you have rejected us; 

you have become angry to the extreme against us. 





EPISTLE OF JEREMIAH

a A copy of a letter that Jeremiah sent to those who were about to be carried away as captives into Babylon by the king of the Babylonians to declare to them just as was commanded to him by God. 




The Long Captivity

6 1 bYou will be carried off to Babylon as prisoners under Nebuchadnezzar king of the Babylonians because of your sins that you sinned before God. 2 Therefore, after you have entered Babylon you will be there many years, a long time, up to seven generations, but after this, I will bring you out from that place with peace. 3 Now in Babylon you will see silver, golden, and wooden gods carried upon shoulders, showing fear to the nations. 4 Be cautious, then, lest you conform by conforming to the foreigners, and fear take you concerning them. 5 When you see a crowd before and following them, worshiping them, say with your mind, “It is necessary to worship you, O Master.” 6 For my angel is with you and he is the one who searches your souls. 

Idols Cannot Clothe Themselves

7 For their tongue is filed down by the carpenter, and they are gilded and silver-plated, but they are false, and they cannot speak. 8 And just like for a jewelry-loving virgin, taking gold 9 they create crowns upon the heads of their gods. And when the priests are embezzling the gold and silver from their gods, they spend it for themselves. 10 And they will give some from them to the prostitutes upon the roof. They dress them like humans with clothes, silver gods and golden gods and wooden. 11 But they cannot save themselves from tarnish and consumption, dressed with purple clothing. 12 They wipe their faces because of the dust from the house, which is thick upon them. 13 And he holds a scepter like a human judge from the region; however, he will not kill whoever sins against him. 14 And he holds a dagger in his right hand and an axe, but he cannot rescue himself from war and robbers. Thus they are known not to be gods; so then do not fear them. 

Idols Cannot Defend Themselves

15 For even as a person’s weapon is useless when crushed, 16 such are their gods, being set up in the houses. Their eyes are full of dust from the feet of those who enter. 17 Even as the courtyards are fenced around when someone has wronged a king, like one being led away to death, the priests fortify their houses with doors, cross pieces, and bars so they are not plundered by robbers. 18 They light many more lamps than for themselves; theyc are unable to see any of them. 19 It is like a beam from the house, but their hearts, they say, are licked; when the reptiles of the earth devour them, they do not feel their clothing. 20 Their faces are blackened from the smoke from the house. 21 Bats, swallows, and hens fly near their body and upon their head; likewise also the cats. 22 Thus you shall know that they are not gods; so then do not fear them. 

Idols Cannot Move Themselves

23 If no one wipes the tarnish from the gold they wear for beauty, they will not shine, for they did not feel it even when they were molten. 24 Though they are purchased for every worship; no breath in them. 25 Since they are without feet, they are carried upon shoulders, revealing themselves to people as a dishonor. Also those who attend to them are dishonored, 26 because if they ever fall upon the earth, they do not get up by themselves, and if someone stands it upright, it cannot move itself, and if it is tipped over, it is not set straight, but rather, the gifts are presented to them as if to dead people. 27 And when they have made their sacrifices, their priests make full use of them. Likewise, also their wives salt the meat and do not share it with the poor or the weak. 28 The woman sitting apart and the woman in childbed touch their sacrifices! Therefore, knowing from these things that they are not gods, do not fear them. 

Idols Cannot Reward or Punish

29 Why would they be called gods? Because women set food before silver, golden, and wooden gods. 30 And the priests sit in their houses, having torn shirts and shaved heads and beards, whose heads are uncovered. 31 They howl and cry out before their gods like some do during a dinner for the dead. 32 The priests will clothe their wives and children by taking some of their clothing.a 33 If they suffer evil from anyone or even good, they will not reward it, and they are unable to appoint or dethrone a king. 34 Likewise they are unable to give wealth or money. If someone who vows a vow to them does not deliver, they do not prosecute. 35 They cannot rescue a person from death or deliver the weak from the strong. 36 They are unable to convert a blind person to a sighted one; they cannot deliver a person who is in distress. 37 They do not show mercy to a widow or treat an orphan well. 38 They are wooden and gilded and silver-plated, being like the stones from the mountain, and those who attend to them will be ashamed. 39 How then are they considered or proclaimed to be gods? 

Idols Cannot Speak

40 Yet even the Chaldeans themselves dishonor them, those who when they see a mute person unable to speak, approaching Bel, they request that he speak, as if he could understand! 41 And they are unable to notice this and abandon them, for they have no common sense. 42 And the women, girded with ropes, sit in the paths to offer bran incense. 43 And whenever one of them is taken off by one of the passers-by to sleep with, she reproaches her neighbor because she was not worthy as herself and her rope was not torn. 44 Everything that happens to them is false. How then is it considered or proclaimed that they are gods? 

Idols Cannot Save Themselves

45 They are created by woodworkers and goldsmiths. They cannot be anything other than that which the craftsmen wish them to be. 46 And even those who create them are not long lived, 47 so how indeed will it be for those constructed by them? For they left lies and disgrace for those who follow. 48 For whenever war and bad things come upon them, the priests plan among themselves how they might hide with them. 49 How then, is it not understood that they are not gods, who cannot save themselves from war and from bad things? 50 It will be known after these things that they are false, since they are wooden and gilded and silver-plated. It will be evident to every nation and to the kings that they are not gods, but works of human hands, and no work of god is in them. 

Idols Cannot Judge Their Own Cause

51 So to whom is it known that they are not gods? 52 For they cannot establish the king of a region or give rain to the people. 53 They cannot judge their own judgment or be delivered from injustice, being powerless. 54 For they are just as a crow between the heavens and the earth. For also when fire presses upon a house of wooden or gilded or silver-plated gods, their priests will flee and escape, but theya are burned like middle beams. 55 They certainly cannot withstand a king and soldiers. 56 How then does one claim or consider that they are gods? 

Idols Cannot Do Any Good

Neither wooden and silver-plated and gold-plated gods will certainly not run from thieves or from robbers, 57 of whom the strong remove the gold and silver and the clothing that is worn by them, and when they have these things they will disappear. They cannot possibly save themselves. 58 So that it is better to be a king who shows his own manliness, or a useful vessel in a house on which the owner will make use, than the false gods; or even a door in the house that preserves the things that are in it, than the false gods; or wooden pillars in a palace, than the false gods. 59 For even sun, moon and stars, which are bright, are obedient when sent upon a mission. 60 Similarly also lightning is seen whenever it strikes; the same way also the wind blows in every territory. 61 And when a command is given by God to clouds to travel upon the entire world, they do what is required. 62 And fire that is sent from above to destroy mountains and forests does what was ordered. But these things are not comparable in their form or powers. 63 Therefore they are not to be considered nor called gods, because they are unable to judge a judgment or do good for humans. 64 Knowing, then, that they are not gods, do not fear them. 

Idols Cannot Help Themselves or Others

65 They cannot curse or bless kings. 66 They cannot show signs in heaven for people; and they will not shine like the sun or glow like the moon. 67 The wild animals are better than they, since they can help themselves by escaping to shelter. 68 So it is in no way apparent to us that they are gods; therefore let us not fear them. 

Idols Will Ultimately Perish

69 For as a scarecrow in a cucumber bed protects nothing, so are their wooden, gilded, and silver-plated gods. 70 Also in the same way, their wooden and gilded and silver-plated gods are like a thorn-bush in a garden, upon which every bird roosts; and also like a corpse thrown into the darkness. 71 From the purple and the marble that rots upon them it will be known that they are not gods. And they will at last be eaten and be a reproach in the region. 72 Better, then, is a righteous person who does not have idols, for he will be far from reproach. 





EZEKIEL




The Chariot Vision

1 And this happened in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month on the fifth day of the month: I was in the middle of the captives at the Chebar River, and the heavens opened, and I saw a vision of God. 2 On the fifth day of the month; this was the fifth year of the captivity of King Jehoiakim.aAnd the word of the Lord came to Ezekiel son of Buzi, the priest in the land of the Chaldeans, at the Chebar River. 3 And the hand of the Lord came upon me. 4 And I looked, and look! A driving spiritb was coming from the north, and a great cloud was in it, and splendor was around it, and flashing fire as with lightning, and in the middle of it was something like the appearance of amber in the middle of the fire and splendor within it. 5 And in the middle there was something like the likeness of four living beings, and this was the appearance of them: there was a likeness of a human upon them. 6 And each one had four faces, and each one had four wings; 7 and their legs were straight, and their feet feathered, and sparks were like flashing bronze, and their wings were light in weight. 8 And underneath their wings on their four parts there was a hand of a human, and their four faces 9 did not turn about when they walked. Each one went before their face. 10 And the likeness of their faces was a face of a human and a face of a lion on the right of the four, and a face of a calf on the left of the four, and a face of an eagle to the four. 11 And their wings were stretched out above the four; each had two wings touching one another, and two above were covering their body. 12 And each was going according to its face; wherever the spirit was going, they would go, and they did not turn. 13 And in the middle of the living beings was an appearance like burning charcoal fire, like the appearance of gathered torches between the living beings, and the splendor of the fire and lightning was going forth out of the fire. 

15 And I looked, and look! One wheel was upon the earth, holding the four living beings, 16 and the appearance of the wheel was like the appearance of Tarshish, and the four had one likeness. And their work was just as if a wheel was in a wheel. 17 They were going upon their four parts; they were not turning while they were going, 18 and their backs were not turning, and they had height. And I saw them, and their backs were full eyes all around the four. 19 And when the living beings went, the wheels holding them would go, and when the living beings lifted off from the earth, the wheels were lifted off. 20 Wherever the cloud was, there was the spirit to go; the wheels would go and be lifted off with them, because the spirit of life was in the wheels. 21 When they went, they would go, and when they stood, they would stand. And when these lifted off from the earth, they were lifted off along with them, because the spirit of life was in the wheels. 22 And a likeness above their head of the living beings was like a firmament, like the appearance of crystal stretched out above their wings. 23 And their wings were stretched out below the firmament, flapping one to another, two to each, covering their bodies. 24 And I kept hearing the sound of their wings as they went, like a sound of much water, and when they stood, their wings would stop. 25 And look! There was a voice from above the firmament that was above their head. 26 There was a likeness of a chair upon it, and above the likeness of the chair was a likeness as the appearance of a human from above. 27 And I saw what looked like an appearance of amber from the vision of the loins and up, and from the vision of the loins and down I saw what looked like firea and its splendor around about. 28 As the appearance of a bow when it is in the cloud on rainy days, such was the standing of the light from all around. 




The Scroll Vision

2 This was the vision of the likeness of the Lord’s glory. And I saw, and fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking. And he said to me, “Son of man,b stand upon your feet and I will speak to you.” 2 And the spirit came upon me and took me up and lifted me up and made me stand on my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, I am dispatching you to the house of Israel who provoke me, they and their fathers who have provoked me up to the present day. 4 And you shall say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says!’ 5 whether they hear or are terrified, because it is a rebellious house, and they will know that you are a prophet in their midst. 6 And you, son of man, do not be frightened by them or confounded by reason of their face, because they will incite and gather against you, and you dwell in the middle of scorpions; do not be frightened by their words or be confounded by their face, because it is a rebellious house. 7 And you shall tell them my words, whether they hear or are terrified, because it is a rebellious house. 8 And you, son of man, listen to the one speaking to you. Do not become rebellious just like the rebellious house. Open your mouth and eat what I give to you.” 9 And I looked, and look, a hand was stretched out toward, me and in it was the roll of a document. 10 And it unrolled it before me, and in it was written things on the front and things on the back, and in it had been written a complaint and a dirge and a woe. 




Ezekiel Eats the Scroll

3 And he said to me, “Son of man, eat this roll and go and speak to the sons of Israel.” 2 And he opened my mouth and he fed me the roll. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, your mouth shall eat and your belly shall be filled by this roll, which has been given to you.” And I ate it, and it became as sweet honey in my mouth. 

Ezekiel’s Commission

4 And he said to me, “Son of man, go and enter the house of Israel and speak my words to them, 5 because you are dispatched not to a heavy-tongued people but to the house of Israel, 6 and not to many peoples speaking a foreign accent or using a foreign tongue nor being harsh in tongue, whose words you would hear. And if I had dispatched you to such people, these people may have listened to you. 7 But the house of Israel will not want to listen to you because they are unwilling to listen to me, because all the house of Israel is contentious and stubborn. 8 And look! I have made your face strong against their faces, and I will make your quarrel prevail against their quarrel, 9 and it will always be a strong rock. Do not be frightened by them or be terrified by their face, because it is a rebellious house.” 10 And he said to me, “Son of man, take into your heart all the words that I have spoken with you, and listen with your ears. 11 And go, go in to the captives, to the sons of your people, and you shall speak to them and say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says,’ whether they should hear, whether they relent.” 

At the Chebar River

12 And the spirit took me up, and I heard something behind me, and I heard a sound of a great earthquake: “Blessed is the glory of the Lord from his place!” 13 And I sawa a sound of the wings of the living beings flapping one to the other, and the sound of the wheels close next to them, and the sound of the earthquake. 14 And the spirit lifted me up and took me up, and I was brought in a rushing of my spirit, and the mighty hand of the Lord was upon me. 15 And I went in midair to the captives, and I went around those dwelling by the River Chebar, those who were there, and I sat there seven days, living in the middle of them. 16 And after seven days, the word of the Lord came to me saying, 17 “Son of man, I have granted you to be a watchman to the house of Israel, and you will hear an oracle from my mouth, and you shall threaten them for me. 18 When I say to the lawless person: ‘By death you shall be put to death,’ and you did not command that person or speak in order to command the lawless one to return from his ways, for him to live; that lawless one will die for his wrongdoing, and I will seek his blood from your hand. 19 But if you command the lawless person and he does not return from his lawlessness and way, the lawless person will die for his wrongdoing and you will rescue your soul. 20 And when a righteous person returns from his righteousness and commits a transgression, then I will place torment before his face. He will die because you did not warn him, and he will die in his sins, because his righteous acts will not be remembered. And I will seek his blood from your hand. 21 But you, if you warn the righteous person not to sin and he does not sin, the righteous person will live with life, because you warned him. And you will rescue your own soul.” 

Ezekiel Isolated and Silenced

22 And the hand of the Lord came upon me, and he said to me, “Get up and go out into the plain, and there it will be spoken to you.” 23 And I got up and went out into the plain, and look! There the glory of the Lord stood, just like the vision, and just like the glory that I saw by the River Chebar, and I fall upon my face. 24 And the spirit came upon me and set me on my feet and spoke to me and said to me, “Enter, and be shut up in the middle of your house. 25 And you, son of man, look! Bonds have been placed upon you, and they will bind you with them, and you shall certainly not go out from the middle of them. 26 And I will bind your tongue, and you will become deaf, and you will not be a rebuker to them, because it is a rebellious house. 27 And when I speak to you, I will open your mouth, and you shall say to them: ‘This is what the Lord says: “Let one who hears, hear, and let the one who resists, resist, because it is a rebellious house.” ’ ” 




The Brick and the Frying Pan

4 “And you, son of man, take yourself a brick, and you shall set it in front of your face and draw the city of Jerusalem on it, 2 and place a siege against it and build a rampart against it, and throw a stockade around against it, and place an encampment against it, and arrange the war-engines all around. 3 And you, take yourself an iron frying pan, and you shall place it as an iron wall between you and between the city, and prepare your face against it, and it shall serve as a siege, and you shall besiege it. This is a sign to the sons of Israel. 

Dung-baked Bread

4 “And you shall sleep upon your left side and place the injustices of the house of Israel upon it, according to the number of the days: a hundred and fifty that you will sleep upon it and receive their injustices. 5 And I have given you their two injustices for a number of days: a hundred and ninety days, and you shall receive the injustices of the house of Israel. 6 And you shall complete these things, and sleep upon your right side, and receive the injustices of the house of Judah forty days; I have placed on you a day for a year. 7 And you shall prepare your face for the seige of Jerusalem and strengthen your arm, and prophesy against it. 8 And look, I have placed bonds on you, and you must not turn from your one side onto your other side until the days of your siege are completed. 

9 And you, take yourself some wheat and barley and beans and lentils and millet and rice-wheat, and throw these into one clay bowl and make these into loaves for yourself, and eat these for a hundred and ninety days, according to the number of days that you lie upon your side. 10 And you shall eat your food by weight: twenty shekels a day; from time to time you shall eat them. 11 And you shall drink water by measure: a sixth of a hin; from time to time you shall drink. 12 And you shall eat them as a barley loaf, you shall bake them in human dung before their eyes, 13 and say, ‘This is what the Lord God of Israel says: “In this way the sons of Israel will eat impure things among the nations.” ’ ” 14 And I said, “Certainly not, O Lord God of Israel! If my soul has not been defiled by impurity, and since my birth until now I have not eaten anything torn by wild beasts or the carcass of an animal, and no rancid flesh has entered into my mouth!” 15 And he said to me, “Look! I have given you ox dung instead of human dung, and you shall make your loaves on them.” 16 And he said to me, “Son of man, look; I am breaking the support of bread in Jerusalem, and they will eat bread by weight and in want, and drink water by measure and in ruin, 17 that there might be need of bread and of water. And a person and his brother will be ruined, and they will waste away in their injustices.” 




The Sword and Hair

5 “And you, son of man, take for yourself a sword sharper than a barber’s razor; you shall acquire it for yourself, and bring it on your head and on your beard, and take a set of scales, and separate them. 2 A fourth of it you shall burn in the fire in the middle of the city, according to the fulfillment of the days of the siege, and a fourth of it you shall take and burn it in the middle of it, and a fourth of it you shall cut in pieces with a sword around it, and a fourth of it shall scatter abroad to the wind; and I will unsheath a sword after them. 3 And you shall take some of it, few in number, and gather it in your garment. 4 And you shall take some of these again and throw them into the middle of the fire and burn them with fire. Fire will come out from it. And you shall say to the whole house of Israel: 5 a‘This is what the Lord says: “This is Jerusalem. I have put her and the territories around her in the middle of the nations. 6 And you shall declare my duties to the lawless one from the nations, and my statutes to the lawless one from those territories surrounding her, because they spurned my duties, and they did not walk in my statutes.” 

7 Because of this, this is what the Lord says: “Because your model from the nations surrounding you, you did not walk in my duties and you did not do my customs.” But you have not even done according to the duties of the surrounding nations. 8 Because of this, this is what the Lord says: “Look, I am against you and in your midst I shall make a judgment before the nations. 9 And I shall do things among you which I have not done and things which I will not do anything like them again, according to all your abominations. 10 Because of this, fathers will eat their children in the middle of you, and children will eat their fathers. I will make a judgment among you, and I will scatter all who remain of you into every wind. 11 Because of this, as I live!” says the Lord, “if because you defiled my sacred things by all your abominations, and I shall spurn you; my eye will not spare, and I will show no mercy. 12 A fourth of you will be consumed by death, and a fourth of you will be killed by famine in the middle of you, and I will scatter a fourth of you into every wind, and a fourth of you will fall by the sword all around you, and I will unsheath a sword after them. 13 And my anger and my wrath will be accomplished against them, and you will acknowledge that I, the Lord, have spoken in my zeal, when I have accomplished my anger against them. 14 And I will make you deserted, and your daughters surrounding you, before all those who travel through. 15 And you will be mourned and wretched among the nations who surround you when I make a judgment for you in the vengence of my anger. I, the Lord, have spoken. 16 And when I have dispatched the javelins of famine against them, they also will become an extinction, and I will crush the supply of your bread. 17 And I will dispatch famine and grievous wild beasts against you, and I will take vengeance on you, and death and blood will pass through against you, and I will bring a sword against you all around. I, the Lord, have spoken.” ’ ” 




Unfaithful Mountains of Israel

6 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face against the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them, 3 and you shall say, ‘Mountains of Israel, listen to the word of the Lord. This is what the Lord says to the mountains and hills and ravines and stream beds: “Look, I am bringing a sword against you, and your high places will be utterly destroyed. 4 And your altars and your shrines will be broken to pieces, and I will throw down your wounded before your idols, 5 and I will scatter your bones around your altars. 6 In every dwelling place of yours the cities will be abandoned and the high places will be removed, that your altars might be destroyed and your idols will be broken to pieces and your shrines might be wiped out; 7 and wounded men will fall in the middle of you, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord. 8 When those of you who are rescued from the sword among the nations, and when you are scattered among the territories, 9 and those who are rescued among the nations where they were taken prisoner, they will remember me. I have sworn against their heart that goes whoring away from me and against their eyes that prostitute themselves after their practices, and they will strike their faces for all their abominations, 10 and they will acknowledge that I, the Lord, have spoken.” ’ ” 

Lament over the Fall

11 This is what the Lord says: “Clap your hands and stamp your feet and say, ‘Well done! Well done against all the abominations of the house of Israel. They will fall by the sword and death and famine. 12 The near will fall by the sword and the far will die by death, and the one surrounded will be killed by famine, and I will accomplish my wrath against them. 13 And you will know that I am the Lord, when your wounded are in the middle of your idols, surrounding your altars on every high hill and under every shady tree where they gave a scent of appeasement to all their idols. 14 And I will stretch out my hand against them and make the land into a desolation and into a ruin, from the desert of Riblah, from every dwelling, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord.” 




The End Announced

7 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Also you, son of man, say, ‘This is what the Lord says to the land of Israel: “An end has come! The end has come upon the four edges of the land! 3 aThe end has come 4 upon you who dwells in the land. The time has come; the day has come near without noises or birthpangs. 5 Now that it is close at hand, I will pour out my wrath against you, and I will accomplish my anger on you, and I will judge you by your ways, and I will repay all your abominations to you. 6 My eye will have no pity, and I will show no mercy, because I will repay your ways to you. And your abominations will be in the middle of you and you will acknowledge that I, the Lord, am the one who beats down. 7 bNow the end is coming to you and I will send it upon you and avenge you for your ways and repay all your abominations upon you. 8 My eye will have no pity, and I will show no mercy, because I will repay your way upon you, and your abominations will be in the middle of you, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 

The Day of the Lord

9 “ ‘For this is what the Lord says: 10 “Look! The end has come! Look! The day of the Lord. Even if the rod has blossomed, insolence has risen up. 11 And a staff of lawlessness will crush, and without noise or haste. 12 The time has come. Look! The day! Let the buyer not rejoice, and the seller not wail, 13 because the buyer will no longer return to the seller, and a person in an eye of his life will not lay hold.” ’ ” 

The Day of Judgment

14 ‘ “Blow the war trumpet, and judge everything! 15 The battle is with sword from without, and famine and death from within. He who is in the plain will die by the sword, and famine and death will kill those who are in the city. 16 And those of them who escape will be rescued, and they will be on the mountains. And I will kill all people, each for his injustices. 17 All hands will be weakened, and all thighs will be defiled by moisture. 18 And they will gird themselves with sackcloth, and shock will cover them, and upon every face shame will be upon them, and baldness upon every head. 19 Their silver will be thrown in the streets and their gold will be despised. Their souls will certainly not be fulfilled, and their bellies will certainly not be filled, because the torment of their injustices has come. 20 They made choice things of ornamentation, for arrogance’s sake, and they made images of their abominations from them. Because of this I have granted them to be uncleanness for them. 21 And I will give these things into the hands of foreigners, who will tear these things to pieces, and to the destroyers of the earth for spoils, and they will profane them. 22 And I will turn my face away from them, and they will defile my supervision and enter into things unguardedly and profane them. 23 And they will make disorder, because the land is full of peoples, and the city full of lawlessness. 24 And I will turn back the pride of their strength, and their holy things will be defiled. 25 Appeasement will come, and one will seek peace, and there shall be none. 26 Woe will be upon woe and news will be upon news, and they will seek a vision from a prophet, but the law will perish from priest and a plan from elders. 27 The ruler will wear destruction, and the hands of the people of the land will be enfeebled. I will do to them according to their ways, and I will punish them by their judgments, and they will know that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 




Abominations in the Temple

8 And this happened in the sixth year in the fifth month on the fifth day of the month: I was seated in the house, and the elders of Judah were before me, and the hand of the Lord came upon me. 2 And I looked, and look! A likeness of a man. There was fire from his loins and below, and from his loins above it was like the appearance of amber. 3 And a likeness of a hand stretched out and took me up by my head, and a spirita took me up me between the earth and the heavens, and it carried me into Jerusalem in a vision of God, onto the doorway of the gates looking into the north, where there was the stone of the acquirer. 4 And look, the glory of the Lord God of Israel was there, just like the vision I saw in the plain. 5 And he said to me, “Son of man, lift your eyes up to the north!” And I lifted my eyes up to the north. And look; from the north upon the gate toward the east! 6 And he said to me, “Son of man, have you seen what these people are doing? They are doing great lawlessness here, for me to abandon my holy places; and yet you will see greater lawlessness!” 

7 And he led me toward the doorway of the court. 8 And he said to me, “Son of man, dig.” And I dug, and look! A door! 9 And he said to me, “Enter, and see the transgressions that they do here.” 10 And I entered and looked, and look! Vain abominations and all the idols of the house of Israel were carved on it all around. 11 And seventy men from the elders of the house of Israel: Jeconiah son of Shaphan stood in the middle of them, before their face, and each had his censer in hand, and the vapor of the incense ascended. 12 And he said to me, “Have you seen, O son of man, what things the elders of the house of Israel are doing, each of them in their hidden bedchamber? Because they have said, ‘The Lord does not see. The Lord has left the land.’ ” 13 And he said to me, “You will see yet greater lawlessness that these people are doing.” 14 And he led me to the doorway of the gate of the house of the Lord that looks to the north, and look! Women seated there, wailing for Tammuz! 15 And he said to me, “Son of man, have you seen? And yet you will see practices worse than these!” 

16 And he led me into the interior court of the house of the Lord and toward the front-door space of the temple of the Lord, between the Elam and between the altar, were about twenty men; their backsides were toward the temple of the Lord and their faces opposite, and they were bowing to the sun. 17 And he said to me, “Have you seen, son of man? Is it a small thing for the house of Judah to be doing the transgressions that they have done here? Because they have filled the land with lawlessness! And look; it is as if they are mocking! 18 And I will treat them with wrath. My eye will have no pity, and I will show no mercy.” 




Slaughter of Idolaters

9 And he cried out in my ears with a great sound, saying, “The avenging of the city has come near. And each had implements of destruction in his hand.” 2 And look, six men were coming from the way of the high gate, which looks to the north, and each one’s axe was in his hand. And one man in the middle of them was clothed in a full-length robe and a belt of sapphire upon his loins. And they entered and stood near the brazen altar. 3 And the glory of the God of Israel that was upon them ascended from the cherubim, into the open space of the house. And he called the man, the one clothed in the full-length robe, who had a belt upon his loins, 4 and said to him, “Pass through the midle of Jerusalem and place a sign upon the foreheads of the men who are mourning and of those grievously afflicted by all the lawlessnesses which are happening in their midst.” 5 And he said to these people, with me listening, “Go after him into the city and slaughter, and have no pity in your eyes, and show no mercy. 6 With destruction kill elder and youth and virgin and infant and woman. But you shall not approach any upon whom is the sign. Begin at my holy places.” And they began with the elder men who were inside in the house. 7 And he said to them, “Defile the house, and fill the roads with the dead! Go out and destroy!” 

8 And this happened when they destroyed: I fell upon my face and shouted and I said, “Ah Lord, are you destroying the remnant of Israel, when you pour out your wrath against Jerusalem?” 9 And he said to me, “The injustice of the house of Israel and of Judah has become very, very great, because the land is filled with many peoples, and the city is filled with injustice and uncleanness, because they said, ‘The Lord has deserted the land! The Lord does not oversee!’ 10 And my eye will not spare, and I will show no mercy. I have given their ways to their head.” 

11 And look, the man clothed in the full-length robe and who had girded his loins with the belt also answered, saying, “I have done just as you commanded me.” 




The Glory of the Lord Leaves the Temple

10 And I looked, and look! Above the firmament above the head of the cherubim: a likeness of a throne upon them, as a stone of sapphire! 2 And he said to the man clothed in the robe, “Enter into the middle of the wheels under the cherubim and fill your hands with fiery coals from the middle of the cherubim, and scatter them over the city.” And he went in before me. 3 And the cherubim stood on the right side of the house, as the man entered, and the cloud filled the interior court. 4 And the glory of the Lord separated from the cherubim into the open space of the house, and the cloud filled the house, and the court was filled with the light of the glory of the Lord. 5 And a sound of the wings of the cherubim kept being heard as far as the outer court as a voice of God Shaddai speaking. 

6 And this happened when he commanded the man clothed in the robe, saying, “Take fire from the middle of the wheels from the middle of the cherubim.” And he went in and stood close to the wheels, 7 and he stretched out his hand into the middle of the fire which was in the middle of the cherubim, and he took and placed them into the hands of him clothed in the robe, and he took them and went out. 

8 And I saw the cherubim having a likeness of human hands under their wings. 9 And I looked, and look! four wheels stood next to the cherubim, one wheel beside one cherub, and the appearance of the wheels was like the appearance of a stone of coal. 10 And their appearance was one likeness for the four, just like a wheel in the middle of a wheel. 11 When these were going, they would go on their four parts; they did not turn when they were going, because they went wherever the first one looked, and they did not turn when they were going. 12 And their backs and their hands and their wings and the wheels were full of eyes all around the four wheels, 13 and these wheels were called “Gelgel” while I was listening. 15 And the cherubim were this living being that I saw at the River Chebar. 16 And when the cherubim were going, the wheels would go, and these wheels were next to them, and when the cherubim were lifting up their wings to rise from the earth, their wheels would not turn. 17 When they stood, they stood, and when they were rising up, they would rise up with them, because the spirit of life was in them. 

18 And the glory of the Lord went out from the house and went upon the cherubim. 19 And the cherubim took up their wings and they were raised from the earth before me. When they departed, the wheels also were next to them. And they stood upon the doorway of the opposite gate of the house of the Lord, and the glory of the God of Israel was upon them from above. 20 This living being is the one I saw under the God of Israel at the River Chebar, and I knew that they were cherubim. 21 One had four faces and one had eight wings, and a likeness of a human’s hands was under their wings. 22 And as for the likeness of their faces, these were the faces that I saw under the glory of the God of Israel by the River Chebar, and they each were going according to their face. 




The Kettle of Meat

11 And the spirit took me up and led me to the facing gate of the house of the Lord that looks toward the east. And near the entrance of the gate there were about twenty-five men. And I saw in the middle of them Jeconiah son of Azzur and Pelatiah son of Benaiah, the leaders of the people. 

2 And the Lord said to me, “Son of man, these are the men who are planning worthless things and deliberating a bad plan in this city, 3 who are saying, ‘Haven’t the houses been built recently? This city is the kettle, and we are the meat.’ 4 Because of this, prophesy against them. Prophesy, son of man!” 5 And the spirit fell upon me and said to me, “Say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “This is what you said, O house of Israel, and I know the deliberations of your spirit. 6 You have multiplied your corpses in this city, and you filled their roads with the wounded.” 7 Because of this, this is what the Lord says: “Your corpses which you struck in the middle of it, these are the meat, and this city is the kettle, and I will lead you out of the middle of it. 8 You fear the sword, and I will bring the sword against you,” says the Lord. 9 “And I will lead you out of the middle of it, and I will give you over into the hands of foreigners and execute judgments against you. 10 You will fall by the sword. At the mountains of Israel I will judge you, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 13 And this happened while I prophesied: Pelatiah son of Benaiah died, and I fall on my face and cried out with a great voice and said, “Ah! Ah! Lord, are you bringing the remnant of Israel to an end?” 

Hearts of Stone and Flesh

14 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 15 “Son of man, your brothers and the men of your captivity and all the house of Israel have come to an end, to whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem said, ‘You are away far from the Lord; the land has been given to us for an inheritance.’ 16 Because of this say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “I will thrust them into the nations and scatter them into every land, and I will become a sanctuary for them in the territories they go into there.” ’ 17 Because of this say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “I will also take them from the nations and gather them from the territories among which I scattered them. And I will give them the land of Israel. 18 And they will enter there and remove all its abominations and all its transgressions from it. 19 And I will give them another heart and give them a new spirit and remove the stone heart from their flesh and give them a fleshly heart, 20 in order that they may go in my duties and guard my ordinances and do them, and they will be my people, and I will be their God. 21 And as for the heart of their abominations and of their transgressions, just as their heart was going, I have repaid their ways onto their heads,” says the Lord.’ ” 

Ezekiel Transported to Chaldea

22 And the cherubim lifted up their wings and the wheels next to them, and the glory of the God of Israel was on them, above them. 23 And the glory of the Lord ascended from the middle of the city and stood on the mountain that was opposite the city. 24 And the spirit took me up and carried me into the land of the Chaldeans into the body of captives in a prophetic vision in the spirit of God, and I ascended by the prophetic vision that I saw. 25 And I spoke to all the captives the words of the Lord, which he showed me. 




The Baggage for Captivity

12 And the word of the Lord came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, you dwell in the middle of the injustices of those who have eyes to see and do not see and have ears to hear and do not hear, because it is a rebellious house. 3 And you, son of man, make yourself baggagea before them for captivity, during the day, and you will be taken prisoner from your place into another place before them so that they may see, because it is a rebellious house. 4 And you shall carry out your baggage, baggage for captivity during the day, before their eyes, and you shall go out at evening, as a captive goes out, 5 before them. Dig through the wall by yourself, and pass through it. 6 You will be carried on shoulders before them, and after being hidden you will go out; you will cover your face, and you will not see the earth, since I have made you a sign to the house of Israel.” 7 And I did so, according to everything he commanded me, and I carried the baggage of captivity during the day, and during the evening I dug through the wall by myself, and after being hidden, I went out; I was taken up on shoulders before them. 

The Meaning of the Baggage and Digging

8 And the word of the Lord came to me early in the day, saying, 9 “Son of man, have not the house of Israel, the rebellious house, said to you, ‘What are you doing?’ 10–11 Say to them, ‘Thus says the lord, the Lord, the ruler and the leader in Jerusalem and the whole house of Israel who are in the middle of them.’ Say that I am doing wonders; the way I have done, so will it be to him. They will go in removal and in captivity. 12 And the ruler in the middle will be carried on shoulders, and after being hidden he will go out through the wall, and dig through for him to go through it; he will cover his face to not be seen by eye, and he will not see the earth. 13 And I will spread out my net over him, and he will be collected in my fortified enclosure, and I will lead him into Babylon, into the land of the Chaldeans, but he will not see it, and there he will die. 14 And I will scatter all his helpers around him, and all those who assist him into every wind, and I will unsheath a sword after them, 15 and they will know that I am the Lord, when I scatter them among the nations and I scatter them among the territories. 16 But I will spare some of their men few in number from the sword and from famine and from death, so they can explain all their transgressions among the nations where they entered, and they will know that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 

Bread and Water with Affliction

17 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 18 “Son of man, you shall eat your bread with pain and drink water with torment and affliction, 19 and you shall say to the people of the land, ‘This is what the Lord says to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, against the land of Israel: “They will eat their loaves with want, and drink their water with destruction, in order that the land be blotted out with its fullness, for all the inhabitants in it are in impiety. 20 And their inhabited cities will be abandoned, and the land will become a ruin, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 

The End of False Prophecy

21 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 22 “Son of man, what is the parable of yours against the land of Israel, when you say, ‘The days are long; the vision is demolished’? 23 Because of this, say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: “I will even turn back this parable, and the house of Israel should never again say this parable,” ’ because you will say to them, ‘The days have come near, and the thing of every vision! 24 Because there will be no more false vision or person divining things gratuitously in the middle of the sons of Israel, 25 because I, the Lord, will speak my words; I will speak, and I will do what I said; and I will not delay any longer, because, O rebellious house, I will speak a word and will do it in your time,’ says the Lord.” 

Immediate Fulfilment

26 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 27 “Son of man, look! The rebellious house of Israel are certainly saying,a ‘The prophetic vision which he sees is for many days, and he prophesies for a distant time.’ 28 On account of this, say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: “None of my words that I speak will delay any longer; I will speak it and do it,” says the Lord.’ ” 




The End of False Prophets

13 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel, and you shall prophesy and say to them, ‘Hear the word of the Lord. 3 This is what the Lord says: “Woe to those who prophesy from their heart and see nothing at all! 4 Your prophets are like foxes in the deserts, O Israel. 5 They did not stand in steadfastness, and they gathered flocks against the house of Israel; the ones who say, ‘In the day of the Lord,’ did not stand. 6 The ones who say, ‘The Lord says,’ and the Lord did not send them, are seeing lies, divining vain things! And they began to set up the word. 7 Have you not seen false things as a vision, and spoken empty prophecies?” ’ 

8 “On account of this say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Because of your lying oracles and your worthless divinations, on account of this, look, I am against you,” says the Lord, 9 “and I will stretch out my hand against the prophets who are seeing a lie and who divine false things. They will not be in the discipline of my people. And they will not be enrolled in the enrollment of the house of Israel, and they will not enter into the land of Israel, and they will know that I am the Lord. 10 Because they led astray my people saying, ‘Peace!’ and there was no peace, and one builds a wall and they whitewash it; it will fall. 11 Say to the whitewashers, ‘Fall!’ and there will be flooding rain, and I will place hailstones into their mortar, and they will fall, and a wind will rise up, and it will be shattered. 12 And look, the wall has fallen, and will they not say to you, ‘Where is your whitewash with which you whitewashed?’ ” 13 On account of this, this is what the Lord says: “And I will break out a high wind with wrath, and there will be flooding rain in my anger, and I will bring hailstones in wrath, for destruction. 14 And I will utterly destroy a wall which you whitewashed; it will fall, and I will place it against the earth, and I will uncover its foundation, and it will fall, and you will be consumed with rebukes, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord. 15 Then I will accomplish my wrath against the wall and against those who whitewash it; it will fall. And I said to you, ‘There is no wall, nor those who whitewash it, 16 the prophets of Israel, who prophesy at Jerusalem and see peace for it, and there is no peace,’ says the Lord.” ’ 

17 “And you, son of man, set your face against the daughters of your people, who prophesy from their hearts, and prophesy against them. 18 And you shall say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Woe to the women who sew pillows under every elbowa and make coverings upon every head of every stature, to pervert the soul. The lives of my people are perverted, and they preserve their soul. 19 And they have profaned me to my people for a handful of barley and for the morsels of loaves, to kill souls that do not need to die and to preserve lives that do not need to live, when you prophesy to a people that listens to vain speeches.” 20 On account of this, this is what the lord, the Lord says: “Look, I am against your pillows, by which you turn souls, and I will break these away from your arms, and I will dispatch those souls that you pervert into a scattering, 21 and I will tear your coverings and rescue my people from your hand, and they will no longer become prey in your hand, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord. 22 Because you return a righteous person’s heart, but I did not turn him, and you strengthen a lawless person’s hands so to completely turn from his worthless way and live, 23 on account of this you shall not see false things, and you shall not divine divination again, and I will rescue my people from your hand, and you will know that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 




Retribution for the Elders

14 Then some men of the elders of Israel came to me and sat in front of my face. 2 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 3 “Son of man, these men set their thoughts upon their hearts and set the punishment of their injustices before their face. Should I, answering, answer them? 4 On account of this, speak to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I, the Lord, shall answer a person, any person, from the house of Israel who sets his thoughts upon his heart and sets the punishment of his injustice before his face, and comes to the prophet, by that with which his thought entangles him, 5 in order that he should turn the house of Israel aside according to their hearts, which have been alienated from me by their thoughts.” ’ 

6 “On account of this, say to the house of Israel: ‘This is what the lord, the Lord, says: “Return and turn away from your practices and from all your ungodliness, and turn your faces. 7 Because I, the Lord, shall answer a person, any person, of the house of Israel and of the resident aliens of those who live among Israel who are alienated from me, and sets his thoughts upon his heart and sets the stumbling block of his injustice before his face, and comes to the prophet to ask him by me, by that in which he entangles himself. 8 And I will set my face against that person, and I will make him deserted and a ruin, and I will lift him up from the middle of my people, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord. 9 And as for the prophet, if he misleads and speaks, I, the Lord, have misled that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand against him and remove him from the middle of my people Israel. 10 And they will receive their injustice; according to the injustice of the one who inquires, so will it be to the prophet, according to the injustice, 11 so that the house of Israel might not wander from me again, and in order that they should not be defiled again by all their transgressions, and they will become a people to me, and I will become God to them, says the Lord.” ’ ” 

Noah, Daniel, and Job

12 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 13 “Son of man, if the land sins against me to transgress a transgression, then I will stretch out my hand against it and crush its support of bread to pieces, and I will dispatch famine against it and remove human and animal from it. 14 And if these three men should be in its midst, Noah and Daniel and Job, they will be saved by their righteousness,” says the Lord. 15 “If also I bring evil wild animals against the land and punish it, and it becomes a ruin, and there is no one who travels through because of the face of the wild animals, 16 and these three men should be in the middle of it, as I live,” says the Lord, “certainly neither sons nor daughters will be saved, except these alone will be saved, and the land will be devastated. 17 Or again, if I also bring a sword against that land and I say, ‘Let the sword pass through the land and remove human and animal from it,’ 18 and these three men are in the middle of it, as I live,” says the Lord, “they shall not rescue sons nor daughters; they alone will be saved. 19 Or should I also send death upon that land and pour out my wrath against it in blood, to utterly destroy human and animal from it, 20 and Noah and Daniel and Job be in the middle of it, as I live,” says the Lord, “neither sons nor daughters would be left remaining. They will rescue their lives by their righteousness.” 

21 This is what the Lord says: “And if I also dispatch my four evil avengers: sword and famine and evil wild animals and death, against Jerusalem, to utterly destroy human and animal from it, 22 and look, those of her who have escaped are left behind in it, who are leading sons and daughters out of it; look, they are going out to you, and you will see their ways 23 and their thoughts, and you will acknowledge that I have not done all that I did in it without reason,” says the Lord. 




The Wood of the Vine

15 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “And you, son of man, of all of the trees among the trees of the forest, what should the tree of the vine be? 3 Would they take wood from it to make anything? Or would they take a peg from it to hang any vessel on it? 4 It is only given to the fire for consumption. The fire consumes that which is pruned from it every year, and it finally comes to an end. Will it be useful for any work? 5 Not even when it is intact will it be fit for any work. If even fire does not finally consume it, will it still be fit for any work? 

6 “On account of this, say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “The way the tree of the vine among the trees of the thicket, that I have given to the fire for consumption, so I have placed those who dwell in Jerusalem. 7 And I will put my face against them; they will come out from the fire, and fire will devour them, and they will acknowledge that I am the Lord, when I set my face against them. 8 And I will grant the land to be a ruin because they transgressed with a trangression,” says the Lord.’ ” 




Wanton Daughter Jerusalem

16 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, warn Jerusalem of its lawlessness. 3 And you shall say, ‘This is what the Lord says to Jerusalem: “Your root and your origin are from the land of Canaan; your father was an Amorite, and your mother was a Hittite. 4 And your origin in the day you were brought forth, you did not tie your breasts, and you were not washed in water or salted with salt or wrapped with swathing bands, 5 and my eye had no pity on you, of all these things of yours, to feel anything concerning you, and you were thrown upon the face of the field by the crookedness of your soul on the day you were brought forth. 6 And I came over to you and saw you mixed in blood, and I said to you: ‘Life from your blood! 7 Grow! I have made you like the rising of the field.’ And you grew and were strengthened and entered into the cities of cities. Your breasts grew firm and your hair appeared, but you were naked and shamed. 8 And I came over to you and I saw you, and look, it was your time, and a time of rest, and I spread my wings over you and covered your shame, and I swore to you and entered a covenant with you,” says the Lord, “and you became mine. 9 Then I washed you in water, and I cleansed your blood from you, and I anointed you with oil. 10 And I put multicolored garments on you, and I put hyacinth colored shoes on you, and I girded you with fine linen and placed a veil of fine hair around you. 11 And I furnished you with ornamentation and placed an armlet around your arm and a necklace around your neck. 12 And I placed a ring about your nose and an earring on your ears and a glorious crown on your head. 13 And you were dressed in gold and silver, and your cloak was fine linen and fine hair and multicolored cloth. You ate the finest wheat flour and olive oil and honey, and you became very beautiful. 14 And your name went out among the nations because of your beauty, because it was accomplished by goodly appearance in the bloom of youth that I arranged upon you,” says the Lord.’ 

15 ‘ “You trusted in your beauty and you prostituted yourself over your reputation, and you poured out your prostitution over every passerby. 16 And you took some of your garments and made yourself stitched idols, and you prostituted yourself with them, and you will certainly not enter, nor will this happen. 17 And you took implements of your boasting from my gold and from my silver, from what I gave you, and you made yourself male images and prostituted yourself with them; 18 and you took your many-colored clothing and put it on them, and you set my olive oil and my incense before their face; 19 and my cakes of bread which I gave you (I fed you the finest wheat flour and olive oil and honey), you also set these before their face for a scent of appeasement, and it happened!” says the Lord. 20 “And you took your sons and your daughters, which you brought forth, and you sacrificed them to thema for consuming. You prostituted yourself as if these were small things. 21 And you slaughtered your children and gave them up when you offered them as an appeasement to them. 22 This is beyond all your prostitution, and you did not remember your childhood, the days when you were naked and shamed; you lived soaked in your blood. 23 And this happened after all your wickedness,” says the Lord.’ 

24 ‘ “And when you had built yourself a brothel, you also made yourself a public display in every street. 25 And at the beginning of every way you built your prostitutions, and you defiled your beauty, and you spread your legs for every passerby, and you increased your prostitution, 26 and you prostituted yourself with the sons of Egypt, those neighboring you, those of great flesh, and you prostituted yourself in many ways to provoke me. 27 And if I stretch out my hand against you, I will also remove your ordinances, and I will hand over, for the lives of those who hate you, those daughters of foreigners who turned you away from your way. You acted profanely 28 and prostituted yourself with the daughters of Assyria, and even in this way you were not satisfied, and you prostituted yourself, and were not satisfied. 29 And you increased your treaties with the land of the Chaldeans, and not even in these things were you satisfied. 30 Why should I make a covenant with your daughter,” says the Lord, “when you have done all these things, the work of a prostitute woman? And you prostituted yourself threefold among your daughters: 31 You built a brothel at every beginning of a way, and you made your high place in every street, and you became like a prostitute gathering her wages. 32 The woman who commits adultery is like you, accepting wages from her husband; 33 she was giving wages to all who committed prostitution with her, and you gave wages to all your lovers, and you were loading them with money to come to you from all around in your prostitution. 34 And a perversity for your prostitution appeared in you beyond that of other women, and they have committed prostitution with you when you gave wages, and wages were not given to you, and perversity appeared in you.” ’ 

35 ‘On account of this, O prostitute, hear the word of the Lord. 36 This is what the Lord says: “Because you poured out your money,a also your shame will be uncovered for your prostitution with your lovers and for all the thoughts of your transgressions and for the blood of your children, which you gave to them. 37 On account of this, look, I am gathering all your lovers among whom you consorted, and all whom you loved, with all whom you hated, and I will gather them against you from all around and will uncover your wickedness to them, and they will see all your shame. 38 And I will avenge you with the vengeance of an adulteress, and I will place you in the blood of wrath and of jealousy. 39 And I will give you into their hands; and they will utterly destroy your brothel and take down your high place, and they will strip you of your cloak and take the implements of your boasting, and they will leave you naked and dishonored. 40 And they will lead a crowd against you, and they will pelt you with stones, and they will murder you with their swords. 41 And they will set your houses on fire and bring about vengeance against you before many women, and I will return you from prostitution, and you shall no longer give the price. 42 And I will let my wrath loose against you, and my zeal will be removed from you, and I will rest, and I shall no longer be anxious. 43 Because you did not remember your childhood, and you grieved me in all these things, and look, I have repaid your ways onto your head,” says the Lord, “and in this way you did impiety on top of all your other lawlessnesses.” ’ 

44 ‘ “These things are all what they said against you in a parable, saying, ‘Like the mother, 45 also the daughter.’ You are your mother’s daughter, she who spurned her husband and her children, and sisters of your sisters, who spurned their husbands and their children; your mother was a Hittite, and your father an Amorite. 46 Your elder sister was Samaria, she and her daughters dwelling on your left, and your younger sister dwelling on your right was Sodom and her daughters. 47 But you did not go as in their ways, nor did you act according to their transgressions; beyond small you even exceeded them in all your ways. 48 As I live,” says the Lord, “cursed if Sodom, both she and her daughters, has not acted the way you and your daughters did! 49 Surely this was the transgression of Sodom your sister: arrogance. She and her daughters were living lewdly, in abundance of bread and plenty; this was hers and her daughters’, but she did not help the hand of the beggarly and poor. 50 And they were boasting and committed transgressions of the law before me; and I removed them just as I saw them. 51 And Samaria did not sin according to half of your sins, but you increased your transgressions beyond them,b and you vindicated your sister by all your transgressions that you did. 52 So, you receive your torment by which you ruined your sister by your sins that you committed lawlesssly more than them, and you vindicated them more than yourself; so, be dishonored and receive your dishonor, when you vindicate your sister. 53 And I will return their return, the return of Sodom and her daughters, and I will return the return of Samaria and her daughters, and I will return your return back in the middle of them, 54 in order that she should bear your torment, and you will be dishonored by all that you did when you provoked me to anger. 55 And your sister Sodom and her daughters will be restored, just as they were from the beginning, and you and your daughters will be restored, just as you were from the beginning. 56 And didn’t Sodom your sister become a report in your mouth in the days of your arrogance, 57 before your wickedness was uncovered, the way you are now a reproach of the daughters of Syria and of all those around her, even of the daughters of the foreigners that surround you? 58 You have borne your impieties and your transgressions,” says the Lord.’ 

59 ‘ “This is what the Lord says: “I will also act among you just as you did, when you dishonored these things to break my covenant. 60 But I will remember my covenant with you in the days of your childhood, and I will establish an eternal covenant with you. 61 And you will remember your way and be utterly dishonored when you take back your older sisters with your younger ones, and I will give them to you for a building, but not from your covenant. 62 And I will establish my covenant with you, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord, 63 in order that you may remember and may be ashamed, and it may be for you to open your mouth again from the face of your dishonor, when I make propitiation for you according to all things that you have done,” says the Lord.” ’ ” 




The Eagle and the Vine

17 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, tell a tale, and speak a parable to the house of Israel. 3 And you shall say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “A great eagle, with great wings, wide in spread, full of claws, with the purpose of entering Lebanon! And it took the choice parts of the cedar; 4 it nipped off the tops of the tender twig, and it carried them into the land of Canaan; it placed them in a walled city. 5 And he took some of the seed of the land and placed it in the plain planted by much water; he arranged it attentively. 6 And it sprang up and became a vine feeble and small, so that it presented its branches over it, and its roots were under it, and it became a vine, and it made shoots and stretched out its tendril. 7 And another great eagle came, great-winged, many-clawed, and look, this vine entwined against him, and its roots against him, and its branches extended to him for him to give it a drink, along with the soil of its planting. 8 This vine was enriched in a good plain by much water, to make shoots and bear fruit, to become a great vine.’ ” 9 On account of this, say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Will it prosper? Will not the roots of its tender twig and the fruit be made rotten, and all its sprouts be dried up, and this not by a great arm or by many people, to remove it from its root? 10 And look; does it thrive? It does not prosper, does it? Will it not be dried up the moment the burning wind touches it? It will be dried up along with the soil of its rising.” ’ ” 

Interpretation of the Vine

11 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 12 “Son of man, say now to the rebelling house: ‘Do you not know what these things were?’ Say, ‘Whenever the king of Babylon should come against Jerusalem, he will take its king and its rulers and he will lead them to himself, into Babylon. 13 And he will take some of the seed of the kingdom and establish a covenant with him and bind him by an oath, and he will take the leader of the land, 14 so that it may become a weak kingdom, not to be exalted at all, to observe his covenant and establish it. 15 But he turned away from him, to send his own messengers into Egypt to give to him horses and a great army.a Will he prosper? Will the one who acts contrary be preserved? And will the one who breaks a covenant be preserved? 16 “As I live,” says the Lord, “cursed if he will not die with him in the middle of Babylon, in the place where the king is who made himself king, who dishonored my oath and who transgressed my covenant. 17 And Pharaoh will make war with him not by great power or mighty crowd, by throwing up a palisade and building engines to take souls. 18 And he dishonored the oath by breaking a covenant, and look, I have granted his hand, and he did all these things to him. Will he not be saved?” ’ 19 On account of this, say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “As I live, cursed if I will not repay on his head my oath which he dishonored and my covenant which he transgressed. 20 And I will spread the net out over him, and he will be conquered in its enclosure. 21 In all his line of battle they will fall by the sword, and I will scatter the remnant abroad into every wind, and you will acknowledge that I, the Lord, have spoken.’ ” 

22 “ ‘Because this is what the Lord says: “I will also take some of the choice ones of the cedar from the top; I will nip off their hearts and plant them on a high mountain 23 and hang him on a high mountain of Israel, and I will plant him, and he will bring forth a shoot, and it will make fruit and become a great cedar, and every bird will stop under it, and every winged creature will stop under its shade; its branches will be restored. 24 And all the trees of the field will know that I am the Lord, who brings a high tree low and raises a low tree up and who dries up green wood and makes dry wood sprout. I, the Lord, have spoken and will do it.” ’ ” 




Individual Retribution

18 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, why do you have this parableb among the sons of Israel, saying, ‘The fathers ate unripe grapes, and the children’s teeth were set on edge?’ 3 As I live,” says the Lord, “this parable will no longer be said among Israel. 4 For all lives are mine; the way is the life of the father, so also the life of the son; they are mine; the soul that sins, this is the one that will die. 5 And the human who is righteous, who does righteousness, 6 will not eat upon the hills, and he shall certainly not lift his eyes to the thoughts of the house of Israel, or defile the wife of his neighbor, or approach a menstruating woman, 7 or oppress a person. He will return the pledge of the debtor, and he will not seize booty; he will give his bread to the hungry and clothe the naked 8 and not give his moneyc at interest, and not take usury, and turn his hand away from injustice; he will make righteous justice between a man and between his neighbor, 9 and he has walked by my commandments and taken care to do my duties. This is a righteous person; he will live by life,” says the Lord. 10 “And if he fathers a pestilent son, who pours out blood and does offence, 11 who has not walked in the way of his righteous father, but rather has even eaten upon the mountains and defiled the wife of his neighbor, 12 and oppressed the poor and needy, and seized spoil, and did not return a pledge, and set his eyes to idols, he has done lawlessness; 13 he gave with interest and took usury; this one will not live by life. He did all these transgressions; he will be put to death by death. His blood will be upon him. 14 And if he fathers a son and he sees all the sins of his father that he did, and he is afraid and does not act according to these sins: 15 he has not eaten upon the hills or set his eyes into the thoughts of the house of Israel, or defiled the wife of his neighbor, 16 or oppressed a human, or taken a pledge, or seized spoil; he has given his bread to the hungry, and covered the naked, 17 and turned back his hand from injustice, has not taken interest or usury, has done righteousness and gone in my ordinances, he will not die for the injustices of his father. He will live by life. 18 But if his father afflicts with affliction and seizes spoil, then he has done what is contrary in the middle of my people, and he will die in his wrongdoing.” 

19 “And you will say, ‘Why did the son not receive the injustice of the father?’ Because the son has done righteousness and mercy, has kept all my ordinances, and has done them, he will live by life. 20 But the soul who sins will die. But the son will not receive the injustice of the father or the father receive the injustice of the son. The righteousness that belongs to the righteous will be upon him, and the lawlessness that belongs to the lawless will be upon him. 21 But if the lawless person returns from all his transgressions which he has done, and keeps all my commands and does righteousness and mercy, he will live by life; he will certainly not die. 22 All his transgressions that he did will not be remembered. He will live by his righteousness which he has done. 23 I do not really want the death of the lawless, do I,” says the Lord, “as much as that he return from the way of evil and that he live? 24 But when a righteous person turns back from his righteousness and commits injustice according to all the transgressions that the lawless do, all his righteousness which he did shall certainly not be remembered. He will die in his transgression by which he transgressed and in his sins by which he sinned. 25 But you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not right.’ Hear now, house of Israel: Is my way not right? Is your way right? 26 When the righteous person turns back from his righteousness and commits a transgression, then he shall die by it. He shall die by the transgression which he committed. 27 But when a lawless person turns back from his lawlessness which he committed, and he does justice and righteousness, this one has kept his soul. 28 And he has turned away from all his ungodliness which he did; he will live by life. He should certainly not die. 29 But the house of Israel, they say: ‘The way of the Lord is not right.’ Is my way not right, O house of Israel? Is it not your way that is not right? 30 I will judge you each according to his way, O house of Israel,” says the Lord. “Turn around, and turn away from all your impious acts, and they will not become a punishment of injustice for you. 31 Throw away from yourselves all your impious acts by which you were impious to me, and make for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. Why should you die, O house of Israel? 32 Because I do not want the death of the dying,” says the Lord. 




The Lioness and Cubs

19 “And you, take up a lament concerning the ruler of Israel, 2 and you shall say, ‘What is your mother? She became a lion’s cub in the middle of lions. In the middle of lions she multiplied her cubs. 3 And one of her cubs hurried off; he became a lion and learned to seize prey; he ate humans. 4 And nations heard about him; he was captured in their destruction, and they led him by the muzzle into the land of Egypt. 5 And she saw that he was thrust aside from her; her hope was destroyed, and she took another one of her cubs; she appointed him a lion. 6 And he dwelled in the middle of lions. He became a lion, and he learned to seize prey; he ate humans. 7 And he kept being fed by his insolence, and he desolated their cities and blotted out the land and its fullness by the sound of his roaring. 8 And nations from surrounding territories set against him, and they opened their nets over him. He was captured in their destruction, 9 and they placed him in a muzzle and he came to the king of Babylon in a cage, and he led him into a prison, in order that his voice should not be heard on the mountains of Israel.’ ” 

The Rod of the Vine

10 “ ‘Your mother was like a vine and like a blossom in a pomegranate tree planted in water; her fruit and her shoot came from much water. 11 And she became a rod over a tribe of leaders and was lifted high by her greatness in the middle of the branches, and she saw its greatness in the multitude of her branches. 12 Yet she was broken by wrath; she was thrown upon the earth, and a burning wind dried up her choicest things. They were avenged, and her strong rod dried up; fire consumed her. 13 And now they have planted her in the desert, in a waterless land. 14 And fire went out from a rod of her choicest things, and it devoured her, and there was no strong rod in her. The tribe is becoming a parable of lamentation, and it will become a lamentation.’ ” 




Elders Inquire of the Lord

20 And this happened in the seventh year, in the fifteenth of the month: some men of the elders of the house of Israel came to inquire of the Lord, and they sat before my face. 2 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 3 “Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel, and you shall say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Do you come to inquire of me? As I live, I will surely not answer you,” says the Lord, 4 “Shall I punish them with punishment?” ’ Son of man, warn against them regarding the transgressions of their fathers, 5 and you shall say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: “From the day when I chose the house of Israel and was made known to the seed of the house of Jacob and became known to them in the land of Egypt, and took hold of them by my hand, saying, ‘I am the Lord your God,’ 6 in that day I took hold of them by my hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt into the land which I prepared for them, a land flowing with milk and honey; it is a honeycomb beyond all the earth. 7 And I said to them, ‘Let everyone throw away the abominations of the eyes, and do not be defiled by the practices of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.’ 8 But they turned away from me and did not want to listen to me. They did not throw away the abominations of their eyes or desert the practices of Egypt. And I promiseda to pour out my wrath upon them to complete my anger among them in the middle of the land of Egypt.’ 9 But I acted in order that my name should absolutely not be profaned before the nations in the middle of whom they are, among whom I was made known to them before them, to lead them out from the land of Egypt. 10 And I led them into the desert, 11 and I gave them my ordinances, and I made my duties known to them, which a person shall do and live by them. 12 And I gave them my sabbaths to become a sign between me and between them, that they might know that I am the Lord who is sanctifying them. 13 And I said to the house of Israel in the desert, ‘Walk in my ordinances!’ And they did not walk in them, and they spurned my duties, which a person shall do and live by them, and they profaned my sabbaths very much, and I said I would pour out my wrath upon them in the desert to consume them. 14 But I acted in order that my name should absolutely not be profaned before the nations according to whose eyes I led them. 15 But I lifted my hand against them in the desert to absolutely not lead them into the land which I gave them, a land flowing with milk and honey, a honeycomb beyond every land, 16 because they spurned my duties, and they did not walk in my ordinances, and they kept profaning my sabbaths, and they kept going after the thoughts of their heart. 17 And my eye had pity on them from destroying them, and I did not make an end of them in the desert. 18 And I said to their children in the desert, ‘Do not walk in the ordinances of your fathers, or keep their duties, or mix in their practices, or be defiled. 19 I am the Lord your God; walk in my ordinances, and keep my duties, and do these things, 20 and sanctify my sabbaths, and let it become a sign between me and you, to know that I am the Lord your God.’ 21 And their children also rebelled against me. They did not walk in my ordinances, and they did not keep my duties to do them, which a person will do and live by them, and they kept profaning my sabbaths, and I said I would pour out my wrath on them in the desert, to accomplish my anger upon them. 22 And I acted so that my name should absolutely not be profaned before the nations, and I led them out before their eyes. 23 Also I lifted my hand against them in the desert to scatter them among the nations, to scatter them among the territories, 24 because they did not perform my duties, and they spurned my ordinances, and they kept profaning my sabbaths, and their eyes were after the thoughts of their fathers. 25 And I gave them ordinances that were not good and duties by which they could not live by them. 26 And I will defile them by their gifts in that everything that opens a womb goes through me, so that I will blot them out.” ’ 

27 “Therefore, speak to the house of Israel, son of man, and you shall say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Until this time your fathers provoked me by their transgressions by which they committed apostasy against me. 28 And I led them into the land regarding which I lifted up the hand, my hand, to give to them, and they saw every high hill and every shaded tree and there they sacrificed to their gods, and there they offered sweet smelling offerings, and there they poured their drink-offerings. 29 And I said to them, ‘What is Abana, that you enter that place?’ And they called its name Abana to this day.” ’ 

30 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Will you be defiled by the transgressions of your fathers and commit prostitution after their abominations? 31 And by the firstfruits of your gifts, by special offerings by which you are defiled in all your thoughts until today; and shall I answer you, house of Israel? As I live,” says the Lord, “I will certainly not answer you, nor will this arise upon your spirit. 32 And it will not be the way you say: ‘We will be like the nations and like the tribes of the earth, to serve wood and stone.’ 33 On account of this, as I live,” says the Lord, “by a strong hand and by a high arm and by outpoured wrath I will reign over you, 34 and I will lead you out from the people, and I will gather you from the territories among whom you were scattered by a strong hand and a high arm and by outpoured wrath, 35 and I will lead you into the wilderness of the peoples, and I will dispute with you there face to face. 36 The way I disputed with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will judge you, says the Lord. 37 And I will bring you out under my rod, and I will lead you by number, 38 and I will reprove those of you who are impious and apostates, because I will lead them out from their sojourning, and they will not enter into the land of Israel, and you will acknowledge that I am the lord, the Lord.” ’ 

39 “ ‘And as for you, house of Israel, this is what the lord, the Lord says: “Everyone remove his practices, and after this if you do not listen to me and profane my holy name further by your gifts and by your practices, 40 because upon my holy mountain, upon the high mountain,” says the lord, the Lord, “there all the house of Israel will serve me completely, and there I will welcome and there examine your firstfruits and the firstfruits of your special offerings with all your holy objects. 41 I will accept you with a sweet smell when I lead out you from the people and gather you from the territories among which you were scattered, and I will be hallowed by you according to the eyes of the peoples. 42 And you will acknowledge that I am the Lord, when I lead you into the land of Israel, into the land in which I lifted my hand to give it to your fathers. 43 And there you will remember your ways, and your practices by which you were defiling yourselves, and you will strike your faces because of all your wickedness. 44 And you will acknowledge that I am the Lord when I act this way to you in order that my name should not be profaned according to your wicked ways and according to your corrupt practices,” says the Lord.’ ” 

The Fire of Negeb

45 aAnd the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 46 “Son of man, set your face against Teman and look intently against Dagon and prophesy against the forest that is before Negeb; 47 and you will say to the forest of Negeb, ‘Hear an oracle of the Lord! Thus says the lord, the Lord: “Look, I am kindling a fire among you, and it will devour green tree and every dry tree among you. The kindled flame will not be quenched, and every face will be burned up by it, from the east to the north. 48 And all flesh will acknowledge that I, the Lord, kindled it; it will not be quenched.” ’ ” 49 And I said, “Certainly not, lord, the Lord. They will say to me, ‘Is this saying not a parable?’ ” 




Destruction of the Unrighteous and Lawless

21 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “On account of this, prophesy, son of man; set your face against Jerusalem and look intently upon their holy things; and you shall prophesy against the land of Israel. 3 And you shall say to the land of Israel, ‘Look, I am against you, and I will remove my sword from its sheath, and I will utterly destroy the unrighteous and lawless from you! 4 Because I will utterly destroy the unrighteous and lawless from you, so my sword will come out from its sheath against all flesh from the east to the north, 5 and all flesh will acknowledge that I, the Lord, drew out my sword from its sheath; it will never return.’ 6 But you, son of man, sigh with the crushing of your loins, and sigh in pain before their eyes. 7 And this will happen if they say to you, ‘What are you sighing for?’ And you shall say, ‘Because of the news that is coming, and every heart will be shattered, and all hands will be enfeebled, and all flesh and every spirit will faint, and all thighs will be stained by moisture.’ Look, it is coming!” says the lord, the Lord. 

The Doubly Sharpened Sword

8 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 9 “Son of man, prophesy, and you will say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Say, ‘Sword, O sword, be sharp and angry, 10 that you should slay a victim! Be sharp, that you should become gleaming, prepared for destruction! Slaughter! Set at naught! Cut off every tree!’ ” 11 And he placed it ready for his hand to hold; the sword has been sharpened; he is ready to give it into the hand of the slayer.’ 12 Cry out and howl, O son of man, because this sword came among my people, this sword among all those who lead Israel. They sojourn; it has happened with a sword among my people. On account of this clap your hand. 13 Because it is justified; and has the tribe been cut off? It will not happen,” says the lord, the Lord. 14 “But you, son of man, prophesy, and clap your hands, and double the sword; the third sword wounding is the great sword of wounding, and you shall confound them, 15 in order that the heart should not be grieved and the weak should be multiplied at every gate. They have been given over as victims of the sword; it has become well suited for slaugther; it has become well suited for gleaming. 16 ‘Go on, sword! Be sharpened on the right and on the left, wherever your face arises! 17 And I also will clap my hands and discharge my wrath.’ I, the Lord, have spoken.” 

The Siege against Israel’s Leader

18 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 19 “And you, O son of man, appoint for yourself two ways 20 for the sword of the king of Babylon to come; the two ways will come from one territory, and a hand in the beginning of the way of the city; at the beginning of the way you shall command the sword to come against Rabbah of the sons of Ammon and against Judea and against Jerusalem in the middle of it. 21 Because the king of Babylon will stand at the ancient road, at the beginning of the two roads, to divine a divination, to shake a rod and to inquire among the graven images and to inspect the liver from his right side. 22 The oracle came against Jerusalem, to place a palisade, to open the mouth with a shout, to lift up the voice with shouting, to place a palisade against its gates, and to throw up an embankment and to build banks of artillery. 23 But he is to them as one who divines divination before them, and he himself recalling his injustice, to be remembered. 24 On account of this, this is what the Lord says: ‘Because you remembered your injustice when your impieties were uncovered, so that your sins were seen, in all your impieties and in your practices, because you remembered, you will be conquered by these.’ 25 And as for you, lawless unclean leader of Israel, whose day has come as an end in a time of injustice, 26 this is what the Lord says: ‘Take away the tiara and put on the crown; it will not be like this, by lowering the high and raising up the low. 27 I will make it injustice, injustice, injustice! Woe to it! This will be like this until he to whom it belongs comes, and I will hand it over to him.’ ” 

The Sword against Ammon

28 “But you, O son of man, prophesy, and you shall say, ‘This is what the Lord says against the sons of Ammon and against their reproaching,’ and you will say, ‘Sword! O sword drawn for slaughter and drawn for destruction, rouse yourself in order that you might glisten. 29 In your empty vision and when you prophesy lies, to repay you upon the necks of wounded, lawless people, the day has come as an end in a time of injustice. 30 Turn away! Do not rest in this place in which you were brought forth; I will judge you in your own land! 31 And I will pour out my anger against you. I will blow fire of my wrath against you, and I will deliver you into the hands of barbarous men skilled at making destruction. 32 You will be fuel for the fire; your blood will be in the middle of your land. There will certainly be no remembrance of you, because I, the Lord, have spoken.’ ” 




The Wickedness Done in You

22 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “And you, O son of man, will you certainly judge the bloody city and reveal all its transgressions to it? 3 And you shall say, ‘This is what the lord, the Lord says: “O city who pours out blood in the middle of it, so that its time might come, and making thoughts by yourself to defile it! 4 You have transgressed by their blood which you poured out, and you defiled yourselves by your thoughts which you were doing, and you brought near your day, and brought the time of your years. On account of this, I have granted you to be a reproach to the nations and a mockery to all territories, 5 to those who approach you and to those staying far from you, and they will mock you; your reputation is impure and great in unrighteous acts. 6 Look, those who lead the house of Israel, each to his neighbor, have conspired in you in order that they might pour out blood. 7 In you they would revile father and mother, and in you they would turn away the sojourner unjustly; they would oppress orphan and widow. 8 And in you they would disdain my sanctuaries and profane my sabbaths. 9 In you are robbers, that in you they might pour out blood, and in you they ate feasts upon the hills; in the middle of you they would do unholy things. 10 In you they have uncovered a father’s shame, and in you they would humble a menstruating woman in impurity. 11 In you each one has corrupted the wife of his neighbor, and each one would defile his daughter-in-law in wrongdoing, and each would humble his sister, a daughter of his father. 12 They would take giftsa in you, that they might pour out blood; in you they would take interest and usury, and you have completed the completion (which is by oppression) of your wickedness, but you forgot me,” says the Lord. 13 “And if I will bring my hand against those things you accomplished, which you have done, and against your blood which happened in the middle of you, 14 Will your heart withstand it? Will your hands be strong in the days in which I will work in you? I, the Lord, have spoken and will do it. 15 But I will scatter you among the nations, and I will spread you among the territories, and your impurity will come to an end from you, 16 and I will assign an inheritance among you before the eyes of the nations, and you will know that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 

The Smelter’s Furnace

17 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 18 “Son of man, look, the house of Israel, they have become to me all mixed together with copper and iron and tin and lead, in the middle of silver it is mixed. 19 On account of this, say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Because you became a single mixture, on account of this, I gather you into the middle of Jerusalem. 20 Just as silver and as bronze and iron and tin and lead are gathered into the middle of a furnace, to blow a fire into it to be smelted, so I will gather in my wrath, and I will collect and smelt you. 21 And I will blow against you in the fire of my wrath, and you will be smelted in the middle of it. 22 The way silver is smelted in the middle of an oven, so you will be smelted in the middle of it, and you will acknowledge that I, the Lord, poured out my anger against you.” ’ ” 

Greedy Leaders

23 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 24 “Son of man, say to her, ‘You are a land which does not receive rain, and no heavy shower came upon you in the day of anger, 25 whose leaders in the midst of her are like roaring lions seizing spoil; they are consuming lives in power, and they are taking honors, and your widows have increased in your midst. 26 And her priests have set aside my law, and they were profaning my sacred things; they would not distinguish between holy and impure, and between unclean and clean, and they were covering their eyes from my sabbaths, and I was being profaned in their midst. 27 Her rulers in her midst are like wolves seizing prey to pour out blood, that they should grasp with greed. 28 And her prophets who are whitewashing them will fall, those who see false things, who divine empty things, who say, “This is what the Lord says,” but the Lord has not spoken, 29 who extort the people of the land with injustice, and seize a spoil, who oppress the poor and the needy, and do not behave with justice to the sojourner. 30 And I was seeking from them a man who would behave rightly and stand perfectly before my face in the time of the land, that I might not completely destroy it, and I found no one. 31 And I poured my anger upon it, in the fire of my wrath, to consume it; I have given their ways upon their heads,’ says the lord, the Lord.” 




Oholah and Oholibah

23 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, two women were daughters of one mother, 3 and they prostituted themselves in Egypt in their youth. There their breasts fell. There they were deflowered. 4 And their names were Oholah (the elder sister) and Oholibah (her sister), and they were mine, and they bore sons and daughters, and here are their names: Oholah was Samaria and Oholibah was Jerusalem. 5 But Oholah committed immorality from me and lay upon her lovers, upon the Assyrians who approached her, 6 clothed in blue, governors and generals. Young and chosen, they were all horsemen riding upon horses. 7 And she gave her prostitution to them; they were all the choicest sons of the Assyrians, and she would defile herself to all whom she ran after in all her desires. 8 And she did not leave her immorality from Egypt; for they slept with her in her youth, and they deflowered her, and they poured out their prostitution upon her. 9 On account of this, I delivered her into the hands of her lovers, into the hands of the sons of the Assyrians, upon whom she laid. 10 They uncovered her shame; they took her sons and daughters and killed her by the sword, and she became a byword among women, and they did vengeance against her for the daughters. 11 And her sister Oholibah saw, and she corrupted her attack more than her, and her prostitution more than her sister’s prostitution. 12 She laid on the sons of the Assyrians, governors and generals who approached her, clothed in fine garments, horsemen riding upon horses, all choice youths. 13 And I saw that one of the two roads had become defiled. 14 And she increased her immorality, and she saw men portrayed upon the wall, images of the Chaldeans, portrayed with a pointed tool, 15 girded with embroidery upon their waists and dyed things upon their heads; the appearance of all of them was threefold, a likeness of the sons of the Chaldeans, of their country. 16 And she laid upon them with the sight of her eyes, and she sent messengers to them in the land of the Chaldeans. 17 And the sons of Babylon came to her in a lodging bed, and they were defiling her in her prostitution, and she was defiled by them, and her soul was distanced from them. 18 And she uncovered her prostitution and uncovered her shame, and my soul was distanced from her, the way my soul was distanced from her sister. 19 ‘But you increased your prostitution to bring to remembrance the day of your youth in which you prostituted in Egypt, 20 and you laid upon the Chaldeans, whose flesh was like that of donkeys, and their private parts like private parts of horses. 21 And you considered the lawlessness of your youth, which you used to do in Egypt in your lodging, where the breasts of your youth were.’ 

22 “ ‘On account of this, Oholibah,’ this is what the Lord says, ‘Look, I am rousing your lovers against you, those from whom your soul was distanced, and I will bring them against you from all around, 23 sons of Babylon and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and all the sons of the Assyrians with them, choice youths, all leaders and generals, threefold, and reputed horsemen upon horses. 24 And they all will come against you from the north: chariots and wheels with a crowd of people, shields and bucklers, and he will throw a guard against you all around. 25 And I will give judgment before their face, and they will punish you with their judgments. And I will give my zeal to you, and they will deal with you in the wrath of anger. They will remove your noses and your ears, and strike down those of you who are left by the sword. They will take your sons and your daughters, and a fire will devour those of you who are left. 26 And they will strip you of your clothing, and they will take the objects of your boasting. 27 And I will return your impieties from you, and your prostitution from the land of Egypt, and you will never lift your eyes upon them, and you will never remember Egypt anymore.’ 28 For that reason this is what the lord, the Lord, says: ‘Look, I am giving you into the hands of those you hate, from whom your soul was distant, 29 and they will deal with you in hatred and take away all your hard works and your labors, and you will be naked and ashamed, and the shame of your prostitution and your impiety will be uncovered. And your prostitution 30 did these things to you, when you prostituted yourself after the nations and you were defiling yourself with their desires. 31 You walked in the way of your sister, and I will give her cup into your hands.’ 32 This is what the Lord says: ‘You will drink the cup of your sister, deep and wide and full, to complete the drunkenness; 33 and you will be filled with faintness. And the cup of destruction is the cup of your sister; 34 and you will drink it, and I will turn back its feast and new moons, because I have spoken,’ says the Lord. 35 On account of this, this is what the Lord says: ‘Because you forgot me and you threw me away behind your body, you also, receive your ungodliness and your immorality!’ ” 

Judgment against Oholah and Oholibah

36 And the Lord said to me, “Son of man, will you not judge Oholah and Oholibah? And you shall announce their lawless acts to them, 37 because they kept committing adultery, and blood was on their hands. They committed adultery with their devices, and they made their children, which they bore for me, pass through the fire. 38 Until they did even these things to me: they kept defiling my sanctuary and profaning my sabbaths. 39 And when they were slaughtering their children to their idols, they were also entering into my sanctuary to profane it. And that they were acting like this in the middle of my house! 40 And that for the men who would come from afar (to whom they sent messengers), and as soon as they came, immediately you would wash and paint your eyes, and put on decorations. 41 And you sat on a spread bed, and a table was prepared before its face! And in incense and olive oil they were cheerful. 42 And they would make music with a harmonious voice, and with men from a multitude of people who came from the desert, and they would place armlets upon their hands and a glorious crown upon their heads. 43 And I said, ‘Do they not commit adultery with these?’ And she prostituted herself, with the actions of a prostitute. 44 And they entered her the way they enter a prostitute woman; thus they entered Oholah and Oholibah to commit lawlessness. 45 And righteous men themselves will also punish them with the punishment of an adulteress, and with punishment of blood, because they are adulteresses, and blood is on their hands.” 46 This is what the lord, the Lord says: “Bring up a crowd against them, and place trouble and plundering among them, 47 and stone them with stones from the crowds, and cut them down by their swords; they will kill their sons and their daughters, and they will set their houses ablaze. 48 And I will turn back impiety from the land, and all the women will be disciplined, and they will never again act according to their impieties. 49 And your impiety will be placed against you, and you will receive the sins of your thoughts, and you will know that I am the Lord.” 




Boiling over Bones

24 And the word of the Lord came to me on the ninth year on the tenth month on the tenth day of the month, saying, 2 “Son of man, write for yourself dailya beginning today, when the king of Babylon directed himself against Jerusalem, today, 3 and speak a parable against the rebelling house, and you shall say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Set up the kettle and pour water into it, 4 and throw the portions into it, every good portion, leg and shoulder, stripped from the bones, 5 taken from choice livestock. And burn the bones underneath them.” ’ ” They boiled, boiled, and its bones were kindled in the middle of it. 

Rust in the Kettle

6 “On account of this, This is what the Lord says: ‘O bloody city, kettle in which there is rust, and the rust did not come out of it! It carries it off according to its parts; no lot has fallen upon it. 7 For its blood is in the middle of it; I have arranged it upon bare rock; I have not poured it out on the earth for the earth to cover it, 8 for my wrath to arise to avenge vengeance. I have placed its blood upon bare rock so as not to cover it.’ 9 On account of this, this is what the Lord says: ‘I will also enlarge the people 10 and increase the wood and light up the fire, in order that the meat may melt, and the sauce be reduced, 11 and it be set upon the coals, in order that it may be thoroughly burned, and its bronze grow hot, and its uncleanness melt in the middle and its rust come to an end. 12 And its great rust certainly will not come out of it. Its rust will be disgraced, 13 because you defiled yourself. And what if you should not be cleansed again until I will fulfill my wrath? 14 I, the Lord, have spoken, and it will happen, and I will do it. I will not distinguish or even show mercy; I will judge you according to your ways and according to your devices,’ says the Lord. ‘On account of this, I will judge you according to your bloodshed, and I will judge you according to your devices; the renowned one is impure, and plentiful for rebelling.’ ” 

Ezekiel the Sign of Grief

15 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 16 “Son of man, look; I will take the desire of your eyes from you in formation; you shall certainly not mourn or weep. 17 You will be a sighing of blood, of loins, of grief. Your hair will be not braided upon you or your shoes on your feet; you will certainly not be consoled by their lips or eat men’s bread.” 18 And I spoke to the people early in the day the way he commanded me in the evening. And I did early in the day the way he commanded me. 19 And the people said to me, “Are you not telling us what these things are that you are doing?” 20 And I said to them, “The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 21 ‘Say to the house of Israel; this is what the Lord says: “Look, I will profane my sanctuary, the pride of your strength, the desires of your eyes, and what your souls care about. But your sons and your daughters whom you leave behind will fall by the sword. 22 And you will do the way I have done; you will not be consoled by their mouth, and you will not eat men’s bread. 23 And your hair will be upon your head, and your sandals on your feet, and you will certainly not mourn, and you will certainly not weep, and you will pine away in your injustices, and you will each console his brother. 24 And Ezekiel will become a wonder for you; when these things come you will do according to all things which youa did, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 

The Survivor’s Report

25 “ ‘But you, O son of man, will it not be that in the day that I take the strength from them, the pride of their boasting, the desire of their eyes, and the pride of their life, their sons and their daughters, 26 that in that day the survivor will come to report to you in your ears? 27 In that day your mouth will be opened to the survivor. You will speak, and you shall certainly become deaf no longer, and you will be a wonder to them, and they will acknowledge that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 




Against Ammon

25 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face against the sons of Ammon, and prophesy against them; 3 and you shall say to the sons of Ammon, ‘Hear an oracle of the Lord; this is what the Lord says: “Because you rejoice against my sanctuary, that it was profaned, and against the land of Israel, that it was removed, and against the house of Judah, that they went into captivity, 4 on account of this, look, I am delivering you to the sons of Kedem for an inheritance, and they will encamp among you with their baggage, and they will place their habitations among you. They will eat your fruit and drink your fatness. 5 And I will deliver the city of Ammon to be a pasture for camels, and the sons of Ammon to be a pasture of sheep, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord. 6 Because of these things,” says the Lord, “because you clapped your hand and stamped your foot and rejoiced from your soul against the land of Israel, 7 on account of this I will stretch out my hand against you, and I will deliver you for a spoil among the nations, and I will utterly destroy you from the peoples and destroy you from the territories by destruction, and you will acknowledge that I am the Lord.” ’ 

Against Moab

8 “ ‘This is what the Lord says: “Because Moab said: ‘Look; isn’t the house of Israel and of Judah just like all the nations?’ 9 On account of this, look, I am enfeebling the shoulder of Moab from its frontier cities, the choice land, the House of Jesimoth leading up from the city beside the sea. 10 I have given him the sons of Kedem besides the sons Ammon for an inheritance, so that there will be no remembrance of the sons of Ammon. 11 And I will take vengeance against Moab, and they will acknowledge that I am the Lord.’ ” 

Against Edom

12 “ ‘This is what the Lord says: “Because of what Edom did when they avenged toward the house of Judah with vengeance, and they bore a grudge and took vengeance with judgment, 13 on account of this,” this is what the Lord says: “I will also stretch out my hand against Edom, and I will utterly destroy human and animal from it, and I will make it a desert, and those pursued from Teman will fall by the sword. 14 And I will take my vengeance against Edom by the hand of my people Israel, and they will act in Edom according to my anger and according to my wrath, and they will acknowledge my vengeance,” says the Lord.’ ” 

Against the Cretans and Coastal Inhabitants

15 “ ‘On account of this, this is what the Lord says: “Because the foreigners avenged and raised up vengeance, rejoicing from their spirit to destroy until one,” 16 on account of this, this is what the Lord says: “Look, I will stretch out my hand against the foreigners, and I will utterly destroy the Cretans and destroy those who are left, who inhabit the seacoast. 17 And I will execute great vengeance among them, and they will acknowledge that I am the Lord, when I deliver my vengeance against them.” ’ ” 




Against Tyre

26 And this happened in the eleventh year on the first of the month: the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, because Tyre said against Jerusalem, ‘Good, it was crushed; the nations destroyed it. It reverted to me. She who was full was laid waste.’ 3 On account of this, this is what the Lord says: ‘Look; I am against you, Tyre, and I will bring many nations against you, as the sea arises with its waves. 4 And they will strike down the walls of Tyre and throw down your towers. And I will winnow her dust from her and establish her as a smooth rock. 5 She will be a drying-place for large dragnets in the middle of the sea, because I have spoken,’ says the Lord, ‘and she will become plunder for the nations, 6 and her daughters in the plain will be killed by a sword, and they will know that I am the Lord.’ 

7 “For this is what the Lord says: ‘Look, Tyre, I am bringing against you Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the north (he is king of kings), with horses, and chariots, and horsemen, and a company of very many nations. 8 aHe will kill your daughters who are in the plain with a sword, and he will establish an outpost against you and build them around you, and he will make a palisade and a surrounding of weapons against you all around, and he will deliver his lances against you. 9 He will overthrow your walls and your towers by his swords. 10 Because of the multitude of his horses, their dust will cover you, and by reason of the sound of his horsemen and of the wheels of his chariots, your walls will be shaken, when he enters your gates as if entering a city from a plain. 11 They will trample all your streets with the hoofs of his horses. He will kill your people by the sword, and he will bring down the foundation of your strength upon the earth. 12 And he will plunder your power and despoil your possessions and overthrow your walls, and tear down your pleasant houses and throw your stones and your wood and your mud into the middle of your sea. 13 And he will destroy the abundance of your musicians, and the sound of your harps will certainly not be heard again. 14 And I will establish you as a smooth rock; you will be a drying place of large dragnets. You will certainly not be restored again, because I the Lord have spoken,’ says the Lord. 

15 “Because this is what the lord, the Lord, says to Tyre: ‘Will the islands not be shaken by the sound of your fall, when the wounded sigh, when the sword is drawn in the middle of you? 16 And all the rulers from the nations of the sea will step down from their thrones and remove the headbands from their heads and take off their many-colored clothing. They will be amazed with amazement; they will sit down on the earth, and they will be frightened by their destruction, and they will sigh over you. 17 And they will take up a dirge over you, and they will say to you, “How have you been destroyed from the sea, O commendable city, who gives fear of herself to all her inhabitants?” 18 And the islands will be frightened by the day of your fall.’ 19 Because this is what the lord, the Lord says: ‘When I will make you a desolated city, like the uninhabited cities, when I bring you against the abyss, and much water will cover you. 20 And I will bring you down to those who descend into a pit, to a people of eternity, and I will cause you to dwell in the depths of the earth as an eternal desert, with those who descend into a pit, so that you are not inhabited nor do you rise up on the land of life. 21 I will deliver you to destruction, and you will no longer remain for eternity,’ says the lord, the Lord.” 




Dirge Against Tyre

27 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, even you, take up a dirge against Tyre, 3 and you shall say to Tyre that dwells at the entrance of the sea, to the market of the people from many islands: ‘This is what the Lord says to Tyre: “You said, ‘I have placed my beauty around myself.’ 4 In the heart of the sea for Beeleim your sons have wrapped you with beauty. 5 Cedar from Senir was fashioned for you; they took boards of timbers of cypress from Lebanon to make masts of fir for you. 6 They made your oars of Bashan; they made your sacred vessels of ivory, houses of wood of the islands of Chettein. 7 Fine linen with embroidery from Egypt became your bed-spread to put glory around you, and to cover you with blue and purple from the islands of Elishah, and they became your clothing. 8 And your rulers, the inhabitants of Sidon and Aradians became your rowers. Your wise, O Tyre, who were in you, these were your steersmen. 9 The elders of Byblos and their wise were in you; these confirmed your counsel. And all the ships of the sea and their rowers came to you, to the west of the west. 10 Persians and Lydians and Lybians were in your force. Your warrior men hung up bucklers and helmets in you. They gave your glory. 11 Sons of Aradians and your force were upon your walls. Guards were in your towers. They hung their quivers on your harbors all around. They completed your beauty. 12 The Carthaginians were your merchants because of the multitude of all your strength; they supplied your market with silver and gold and iron and tin and lead. 13 Greece, both the totality and the adjacent coasts, these were traveling to you with souls of people, and they supplied copper implements as your merchandise.” ’ 

14 ‘ “From the house of Togarmah, horses and horsemen supplied your market. 15 The sons of the Rhodians were merchants; from the islands they made your merchandise abundant with ivory, and by the imports you repaid your wages, 16 humans as your merchandise because of a multitude of your sundries: myrrh and embroidered work from Tarshish. And Lamoth and Chorchor supplied your market. 17 Judah and the sons of Israel—these were your merchants in the sale of grain and perfume and cassia, and they supplied first honey and olive oil and pine resin into your sundries. 18 Damascus was your merchant from the abundance of all your power, wine from Helbon and wool from Miletus, and they supplied wine for your marketplace. 19 From Asal, worked iron and castings are among your sundries. 20 People of Dedan are your merchants, with choice livestock for chariots. 21 Arabia and all the rulers of Kedar, these are your merchants through your hand, among which they traded you camels and rams and lambs. 22 Merchants of Sheba and of Raamah, these are your merchants; they supplied your marketplace with the foremost of spices and of precious stones and gold. 23 Haran and Channa, these are your merchants. Asshur and Charman are your merchants, 24 bearing as commerce hyacinth and choice treasures bound by cords, and cypress-wood.” ’ 

25 ‘ “Ships are merchants of yours in abundance among your sundries, and you were filled and very weighed down in the heart of the sea. 26 Your rowers led you among many waters, the south wind crushed you in the heart of the sea. 27 They were your powers, and your wages also of your sundries, and your rowers and your steersmen and your advisors and your sundry people from your sundries, and all your warrior men who are among you, and all your gathering in the middle of you—they will fall in the heart of the sea in the day of your fall. 28 Your steersmen will be frightened with fear at the crying of your voice, 29 and all the rowers and the mariners will step down from the ships, and the lookouts of the sea will stand upon the land, 30 and they will cry with pain over you with their voice, and shriek bitterly, and put earth on their head and spread ashes. 32 And their sons will take up a dirge over you, a lament of Tyre: 33 ‘How much of a wage did you find from the sea? You satisfied nations from your abundance, and you enriched all the kings of the earth from your sundries. 34 Now you have been broken in the sea; your sundry is in deep water, and all your assembly in the middle of you; all your rowers have fallen. 35 All those inhabiting the islands were gloomy over you, and their kings were amazed with amazement, and their face wept. 36 Merchants from the nations whistled at you; you have become a ruin, and you will no longer exist, for eternity.’ ” 




The Arrogance of the Ruler of Tyre

28 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “And you, O son of man, say to the ruler of Tyre, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Because your heart was lifted up and said, ‘I am a god. I have settled in the dwelling place of a god in the heart of the sea.’ But you are a human and not a god, and you made your heart as the heart of a god. 3 You are not wiser than Daniel, are you? Did wise people educate you with their skill? 4 Have you made for yourself power and gold and silver in your treasury, by your knowledge or your prudence? 5 You increased your power by your great knowledge and trade; your heart is lifted up because of your power.” 6 On account of this, this is what the Lord says: “Since you have made your heart as the heart of a god, 7 for this reason look, I am bringing foreigners against you, plagues from the nations, and they will unsheath their swords against you and against the beauty of your knowledge, and they will strew your beauty into destruction, 8 and they will bring you down, and you will die by the death of the wounded in the heart of the sea. 9 Will you indeed say, saying, ‘I am a god,’ before those who kill you? But you are a human and not a god! 10 You will die in the multitude of the uncircumcised by the hands of foreigners, because I have spoken,” says the Lord.’ ” 

A Dirge against the Ruler of Tyre

11 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 12 “Son of man, take up a dirge against the ruler of Tyre, and say to him, ‘This is what the lord, the Lord says: “You were a signeta and a crown of beauty. 13 You came to be in the delight of the orchard of God, you have bound on every precious stone, carnelian and topaz and emerald and garnet and sapphire and jasper and silver and gold and stone of Liguria and agate and amethyst and topaz and beryl and onyx; and you filled your treasure houses and your storehouses among you with gold. 14 From the day you were created, I placed you with the cherub in the holy mountain of God; you came to be in the middle of fiery stones. 15 You came to be blameless in your days from the day you were created, until unrighteous things were found in you. 16 Because of the abundance of your merchandise, you filled your treasuries with lawlessness, and you sinned and were wounded from the mountain of God, and the cherub led you out of the middle of the fiery stones. 17 Your heart was lifted up by your beauty; your knowledge was destroyed with your beauty. On account of the abundance of your sins, I threw you upon the earth. I gave you to be an example before kings. 18 On account of the abundance of your sins and of the unrighteous acts of your merchandise, I profaned your temples. And I will bring out fire from the middle of you; this will devour you. And I will deliver you to be ashes upon your land before all who see you. 19 And all who know you among the nations will groan over you. You have become a ruin, and you will not remain any longer, for eternity.” ’ ” 

Against Sidon

20 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 21 “Son of man, set your face against Sidon and prophesy against her, 22 and say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Look, I am against you, Sidon, and I will be glorified in you, and you will know that I am the Lord when I do judgments in you, and I will be hallowed in you. 23 Blood and death will be in your streets, and those wounded by swords will fall in you all around you, and they will know that I am the Lord. 24 And in the house of Israel there will no longer be a bitter thorn or a painful thorn from those around them who dishonor them,a and they will know that I am the Lord.” 25 This is what the lord, the Lord says: “I will also gather Israel from the nations where they were scattered, and I will be hallowed among them, and before the peoples and the nations. 26 And they will dwell upon their land which I have given to my servant Jacob, and they will dwell on it in hope, and build houses, and plant vineyards, and dwell in hope, when I will execute judgment among all who dishonor them, among those all around them, and they will know that I am the Lord their God and the God of their fathers.” ’ ” 




Against Egypt

29 In the twelfth year in the tenth month on the first day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against him and against all of Egypt, 3 and say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Look, I am against Pharaoh, the great dragon that is seated in the middle of its rivers, saying, ‘The rivers are mine, and I made them.’ 4 But I will place snares in your jawbones, and I will glue the fish of your river onto your fins, and I will bring you up from the middle of your River; 5 and I will quickly throw you and all the fish of your river down. You will fall on the face of a plain, and you will certainly not be gathered, and you will certainly not be covered. I have given you for food to the beasts of the land and to the birds of the heavens. 6 And all the inhabitants of Egypt will know that I am the Lord, because you became a rod of reed for the house of Israel. 7 Because he seized you by their hand; you were crushed. And when every hand struck against them and when they rested upon you, you were crushed, and you shattered all their loins.” ’ 

8 ‘ “On account of this, this is what the Lord says: “Look, I am bringing the sword against you, and I will destroy humans and animals from you, 9 and the land of Egypt will be destroyed and deserted, and they will know that I am the Lord, because you say, ‘The rivers are mine and I made them.’ 10 On account of this, look, I am against you and against all your rivers, and I will deliver up the land of Egypt to desolation, sword, and destruction from Migdol and Syene and as far as the borders of the Ethiopians. 11 No foot of a human shall pass through it, and no foot of livestock shall pass through it, and it will be uninhabited for forty years. 12 And I will make its land a ruin in the middle of a deserted land, and its cities will be in the middle of deserted cities for forty years, and I will scatter Egypt among the nations, and scatter them among the territories.” 13 This is what the Lord says: “After forty years I will gather the Egyptians from the nations where they were scattered, 14 and I will return the captivity of the Egyptians, and I will make them dwell in the land of Pathros, in the land from which they were taken, and its power will be low 15 in comparison to all the powers. It will never again be lifted up over the nations, and I will make them few so that they will not be many among the nations. 16 And for the house of Israel they will no longer be a hope that recalls lawlessness, when they follow after them, and they will know that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 

Nebuchadnezzar Attacks Tyre

17 And this happened in the twenty-seventh year, on the first day of the first month: the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 18 “Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has made his force labor with hard labor against Tyre. Every head has become bald and every shoulder bare, but there was no reward for him and his force against Tyre, even for the labor with which they labored against it. 19 This is what the lord, the Lord, says: ‘Look, I am giving the land of Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he will plunder its plunder and will despoil its spoils, and it will be a reward for his force. 20 For his ministry which he served against Tyre, I have given him the land of Egypt.’ This is what the lord, the Lord says: 21 ‘In that day a horn will rise up for all the house of Israel, and I will give you an open mouth in the middle of them, and they will know that I am the Lord.’ ” 




The Day of the Lord

30 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, prophesy and say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Oh! Oh, day! 3 For the day of the Lord is near; it will be the end of the nations. 4 And a sword will come against the Egyptians, and there will be trouble in the land of Ethiopia, and the wounded will collapse in Egypt, and its foundations will collapse. 5 Persians and Cretans and Lydians and Libyans and all the mixed people and some of the sons of my covenant will fall by the sword in it. 6 And the supports of Egypt will fall, and the insolence of its strength will be brought down from Migdol as far as Syene. They will fall by the sword in it,” says the Lord. 7 And it will be laid waste in the middle of deserted territories, and their cities will be in the middle of deserted cities, 8 and they will know that I am the Lord, when I place a fire against Egypt and all those who come to aid it are broken. 9 In that day messengers will come hastening to destroy Ethiopia, and there will be trouble among them in the day of Egypt, for look; it has come!’ 

10 “This is what the lord, the Lord, says: ‘I will also destroy the multitude of the Egyptians through the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 11 of him and his people. They are plagues, sent from the nations to destroy the land, and they all will unsheathe their swords against Egypt, and the land will be filled with the wounded. 12 And I will make their rivers deserted, and I will destroy the land and its fullness by the hands of foreigners.’ I, the Lord, have spoken. 

13 “Because this is what the lord, the Lord, says: ‘I will also destroy the great ones from Memphis, and the rulers of Memphis from the land of Egypt, and they will exist no longer. 14 And I will destroy the land of Pathros, and place fire on Tanis, and execute vengeance in Diospolis, 15 and pour out my anger on Sais the power of Egypt, and destroy the abundance of Memphis, 16 and I will place fire upon Egypt, and Syene will be anxious with anxiety, and in Diospolis there will be a breach, and the waters will pour through. 17 The youth of Heliopolisa and of Boubastos will fall by the sword, and the women will go into captivity. 18 And in Tahpanhes the day will grow dark, when I crush the staffs of Egypt there, and the insolence of her strength will perish there, and a cloud will cover her, and her daughters will be led away as captives. 19 And I will execute judgment in Egypt, and they will know that I am the Lord.’ ” 

The Arms of Pharaoh and of the King of Babylon

20 And this happened in the eleventh year in the first month, on the seventh day of the month: the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 21 “Son of man, I broke the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and look! It has not been bound up to be given healing, to be given a bandage on it, to be given strength to lay hold of the sword. 22 On account of this, this is what the lord, the Lord, says: ‘Look, I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and I will crush his strong and stretching arms to pieces, and throw his sword down from his hand, 23 and scatter Egypt among the nations, and scatter them among territories. 24 And I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and place my sword in his hand, and he will bring it against Egypt and plunder its plunder, and despoil its spoils. 25 And I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon; the arms of Pharaoh will fall, and they will know that I am the Lord when I place my sword into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he stretches it against the land of Egypt. 26 And I will scatter Egypt into the nations, and I will scatter them into the territories, and they will all know that I am the Lord.’ ” 




The Tree of Assyria

31 And this happened in the eleventh year in the third month, on the first day of the month: the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, say to Pharaoh king of Egypt and his multitude, ‘To what have you likened yourself in your exaltation? 3 Look, Assyria was a cypress in Lebanon, and fair in offshoots and lofty in size; his power came to be into the middle of clouds. 4 Water nourished him; the abyss raised him; she gathered her rivers around his plants and sent her systems into all woods of the plain. 5 On account of this, his stature was exalted above all the woods of the plain, and his branches were spread because of abundant water. 6 All the birds of the heavens nested in his shoots, and all the wild beasts of the plain gave birth under his branches; every multitude of nations dwelt in his shade. 7 And he became beautiful in his exaltation on account of the abundance of his branches, because his roots came to be in much water. 8 And such cypresses were in the garden of God, and no pines were comparable to his offshoots, and no silver firs were comparable to his branches. No tree in the garden of God was comparable to him in his beauty 9 on account of the abundance of his branches, and the trees of the garden of God’s delight were jealous of him.’ 

10 “On account of this, this is what the Lord says: ‘Because you became great in size, and you established your head in the middle of clouds, and I saw when he was exalted, 11 and I delivered him into the hands of a ruler of nations, and he worked his destruction. 12 And foreign plagues from the nations destroyed him, and they cast him down against the hills. His branches fell in all the ravines, and its boughs were crushed in every plain of the land, and all the people of the nations came down from their protection, and they dashed him to the ground. 13 All the birds of the heavens rested on its ruin, and all the wild beasts of the field came beside its boughs, 14 so that also all the trees by the water should not be lifted up in their height. And they gave their top into the middle of clouds, and they did not set them in their height toward them. All those that drink water, they all were given to death, into the depth of the earth, in the middle of the sons of humans, with those who descend into the pit.’ 

15 “This is what the lord, the Lord, says: ‘In that day he descended into Hades, the abyss lamented him, and I stopped up her rivers and hindered an abundance of water, and Lebanon became saddened over him; all the trees of the plain gave out over it. 16 The nations were shaken by the sound of his fall, when I was bringing him down into Hades with those who descend into the pit; and all the trees of delight, and the choice ones of Lebanon, all that drink water, were consoling him in the land. 17 For even they descended with him into Hades, among those wounded by the sword, and his seed who were dwelling under his shade were destroyed in the middle of their life.’ 

18 “ ‘To whom are you likened? Descend and be brought down with the trees of delight into the depth of the earth. You will sleep in the middle of the uncircumcised, with those wounded by the sword. So is Pharaoh and the multitude of his strength,’ says the Lord, the Lord.” 




The Dirge over Pharaoh

32 And this happened in the twelfth year, in the tenth month, on the first day of the month: the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, take up a dirge over Pharaoh king of Egypt, and you shall say to him, ‘You have become like a lion of the nations, and like a sea monster that is in the sea, and you butted horns with your streams and stirred up water with your feet, and you trampled your rivers.’ 3 This is what the Lord says: ‘I will cast nets of many peoples over you, and I will bring you up with my fish-hook, 4 and I will stretch you out upon the land. Plains will be filled with you, and I will set all the birds upon you, and satisfy all the wild beasts of all the earth. 5 And I will give your flesh upon the mountains and satiate them from your blood. 6 And the land will be given to drink from your excrement, from your abundance upon the mountains. I will fill ravines from you. 7 And I will cover up the heavens when you are extinguished, and I will darken its stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall certainly not shine its light. 8 All that shine light in the heavens will grow dark over you, and I will give darkness over the land,’ says the lord, the Lord. 9 ‘And I will provoke the heart of many peoples to anger, when I lead your captivity into the nations, into a land which you do not know. 10 And many nations will be appalled over you, and their kings will be amazed by amazement when my sword flies against their faces, when they receive their fall from the day of your fall.’ 11 Because this is what the Lord says: ‘A sword of the king of Babylon will come upon you 12 with the swords of giants; and I will overthrow your strength. They are all plagues from the nations, and they will destroy Egypt’s insolence, and all its power will be crushed. 13 And I will destroy all its livestock from abundant water, and no human foot will trouble it anymore, and no footprint of livestock will trample it. 14 So then their waters will be quiet, and their rivers will go like oil,’ says the Lord. 15 ‘When I make Egypt into a ruin, and the land is deserted with its fullness, when I scatter all those who dwell in it, and they will know that I am the Lord. 16 It is a lament, and you will lament it, and the daughters of the nations will lament it. They will lament it over Egypt and over all its strength,’ says the lord, the Lord.” 

A Dirge over Egypt’s Power

17 And this happened in the twelfth year, of the first month, on the fifteenth of the month: the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 18 “Son of man, sing a dirge over Egypt’s strength, and the nations will bring down its daughters dead into the depth of the earth, to those who descend into the pit. 20 They will fall with him in the middle of those wounded by the sword, and all his strength will sleep. 21 ‘And the giants will say to you, ‘Come in the depth of clamor! Than whom are you mightier? And descend and sleep with the uncircumcised in the middle of those wounded by swords!’ 22 Assyria is there, and all his company, all the wounded were delivered up there,a and their grave is in the depth of the pit, and his company was all around his grave, all those wounded who fell by the sword, 23 who give their terror over the land of life. 24 Elam is there, and all his power all around his grave, all the wounded who fell by the sword, and who descend uncircumcised into the depth of the land, who have established their fear over life, and they received their torment with those who descend into the pit 25 in the middle of the wounded. 26 Meshech and Tubal were delivered up there, and all their strength all around its grave, all his wounded, all the uncircumcised wounded by the sword, who have given their terror over life. 27 And they slept with the giants, who had fallen from eternity, who descended into Hades with weapons of war, and placed their swords under their heads, and their lawless acts came upon their bones, because they terrified everyone in their life. 28 And you will sleep in the middle of the uncircumcised with those wounded by the sword. 29 The rulers of Assyria were delivered up there, those who give its strength for a wound by the sword. They slept with the wounded, with those who descend into the pit. 30 The rulers of the north are there, all generals of Assyria, who descend slain; they slept with their fear and their strength with the uncircumcised, with those wounded by the sword, and they bore their torment with those who descend into the pit. 31 King Pharaoh will see them and be consoled over all their strength,’ says the lord, the Lord. 32 ‘Because I have established his terror upon life, and he will sleep in the middle of the uncircumcised, with those wounded by the sword, Pharaoh and all his multitude with him,’ says the lord, the Lord.” 




Responsibility of the Watchman

33 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, speak to the sons of your people and you shall say to them: ‘As for any land upon which I bring the sword, and if the people of the land take one person from them, and they establish him as a watchman for themselves, 3 and he sees the sword coming upon the land and he sounds the trumpet and sounds the alarm for the people, 4 and hearing the sound of the trumpet with hearing, and does keep guard, and the sword comes and falls upon him, his blood will be upon his head. 5 For although he heard the sound of the war-trumpet, he did not take heed. His blood will be upon him, but he that listened delivered his life. 6 But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not sound the trumpet, and the people do not listen, and the sword comes and takes a soul from them, this one was taken on account of his own lawlessness, and I will require the blood from the hand of the watchman.’ 7 And you, O son of man, I have established you as a watchman for the house of Israel, and you may hear an oracle from my mouth. 8 When I say to the sinner, ‘You shall be put to death by death,’ and you should not speak that the impious keep from his way, the lawless one himself will die by his lawlessness, but I will require his blood from your hand. 9 But you, if you announce to the ungodly to turn away from his way, and he does not turn away from his way, he will die by his impiety, but you will deliver your own soul.” 

Responsibility of the Individual

10 “And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel: ‘So you have spoken, saying, “Our deception and our lawless acts are upon us, and in them we are wasting away; and how shall we live?” ’ 11 Say to them, ‘ “As I live,” thus the Lord says, “I do not wish the death of the impious, but that the ungodly turn back from his way and live. In turning, turn away from your way. Why should you die, O house of Israel?” 12 Say to the sons of your people, “A righteous person’s righteousness will certainly not deliver him in that day he is led astray, and an impious person’s lawlessness will certainly not mistreat him in that day he turns away from his lawlessness, and the righteous will certainly not be able to be saved. 13 When I say to the righteous, ‘This one trusts in his righteousness,’ and should he commit lawlessness, none of his righteousness will be remembered in his injustice that he committed; he will die in it. 14 But when I say to the ungodly, ‘By death you will be put to death,’ and should he turn away from his sins and do justice and righteousness, 15 and restore what is pledged and return loot, walk in the ordinances of life so as not to commit unrighteousness, he will live by life and shall not die. 16 None of his sins which he committed will be remembered; because he did justice and righteousness, he will live by them. 17 And the sons of your people will say, ‘The way of the Lord is not straight,’ and this way of theirs is not straight. 18 When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and he commits lawlessness, he will also die by them, 19 but when the sinner turns away from his lawlessness and does justice and righteousness, he will live by these. 20 And this is what you said: ‘The way of the Lord is not straight.’ I will judge each of you in his ways, O house of Israel.” ’ ” 

The Report of the Fall of Jerusalem

21 And this happened in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the fifth of the month, of our captivity, an escapee came to me from Jerusalem, saying, “The city has been conquered.” 22 And the hand of the Lord came upon me in the evening before he came. And he opened my mouth until he came to me early in the day, and when my mouth was opened, it was no longer shut up. 23 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 24 “Son of man, those who inhabit the deserted cities on the land of Israel will say, ‘Abraham was one person and he possessed the land, but we are more; the land has been given to us for a possession.’ 25 On account of this, say to them, 27 ‘This is what the lord, the Lord, says: “As I live, certainly those in the deserted cities will fall by swords, and those upon the face of the plain will be given to the beasts of the field for food, and I will kill those in the fortified places and those in the caves by death. 28 And I will make the land deserted, and the insolence of its strength will be destroyed, and the mountains of Israel will be laid waste on account of there being no one passing through. 29 And they will know that I am the Lord, and I will make their land deserted, and it will be laid waste on account of all their abominations which they have done.” ’ 30 But you, son of man, the sons of your people who are speaking about you beside the walls and in the gates of the houses and they each say to his brother, saying, ‘Let us go together and hear the things that come from the Lord.’ 31 They come to you, as a people goes together, and sit before you and hear your words, and they will certainly not do these things because a lie is in their mouth, and their heart is after what is polluted. 32 And you are becoming the sound of a sweet-voiced harmonious harp to them, and they hear your words, but they will certainly not do them. 33 But at the time when it comes they will say, ‘Look, it has come!’ And they will know that a prophet was in the middle of them.” 





Against the Shepherds of Israel

34 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and say to the shepherds, ‘This is what the lord, the Lord, says: “O shepherds of Israel, should shepherds feed themselves? Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 3 Look! You consume the milk and wear the wool and slaughter the fatling, and you do not feed my sheep! 4 You did not strengthen the feeble, or revive the ill or bind the crushed or return the stray, or seek the perishing, and you oppressed the strong with hardship. 5 And my sheep were scattered because there were no shepherds, and they became for food for all the beasts of the field. 6 And my sheep were scattered in every mountain and on every high hill and scattered on the face of the land, and there was no one searching for them or returning them.” 7 On account of this, O shepherds, hear an oracle of the Lord: 8 “As I live,” says the lord, the Lord, “if indeed because my sheep have become plunder, and my sheep became food for all the beasts of the plain because there were no shepherds, and the shepherds did not seek out my sheep, and the shepherds tended themselves but did not tend my sheep,” 9 because of this, shepherds, 10 this is what the lord, the Lord, says: “Look, I am against the shepherds, and I shall search for my sheep from their hands, and I shall turn them back from shepherding my sheep, and the shepherds will no longer feed them, and I shall deliver my sheep from their mouth, and the shepherds will no longer feed them.” ’ 

11 ‘ “For that reason, this is what the Lord says: “Look, I shall seek out my sheep and watch over them. 12 Just as the shepherd seeks his flock on the day when there is darkness and a cloud in the middle of the separated sheep, so I will seek out my sheep and drive them away from every place they were scattered on the day of cloud and darkness. 13 And I will bring them out of the nations and gather them from the territories and lead them into their land, and will feed them on the mountains of Israel and in the valleys and in every dwelling place of the land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, in Israel’s high mountain. And their sheepfolds will be there, and they will sleep, and there they will rest in good delight, and they will feed in a rich pasture upon Israel’s mountains. 15 I shall tend my sheep, and I shall give them rest, and they will know that I am the Lord.” This is what the lord, the Lord, says: 16 “I shall seek the perishing and return the stray and bind up the crushed and strengthen the ones coming to an end and guard the strong and tend them with justice.” 17 And you sheep, this is what the lord, the Lord, says: “Look, I shall bring judgment between sheep and sheep, rams and he-goats. 18 And was it not enough for you that you were grazing the good pasture and trampling the rest of your pasture with your feet, and drinking the stagnant water and stirring up the rest with your feet? 19 And my sheep were grazing on the tramplings of your feet, and they were drinking water troubled by your feet!” 

20 “ ‘On account of this, this is what the lord, the Lord, says: “Look, I will judge between strong sheep and between weak sheep. 21 You kept pushing upon your ribs and shoulders, and you kept butting with your horns, and you were afflicting all the ones coming to an end. 22 But I shall save my sheep, and they will never again become plunder, and I shall judge between ram against ram. 23 And I shall raise up one shepherd over them, and he is shepherding them: my servant David; and he shall be their shepherd, 24 and I, the Lord, shall become their God, and David a ruler in the middle of them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 25 And I shall make a covenant of peace with David, and I shall remove evil beasts from the land, and they will dwell in the desert, and they will sleep in the thickets, 26 and I will establish them all around my mountain, and I will give the rain to you, a rain of blessing. 27 And the trees in the plain will give their fruit, and the land will give its wealth, and they will dwell upon their land in hope of peace, and they will know that I am the Lord, when I break their yoke, and I will deliver them from the hand of those who enslaved them. 28 And they will never again become plunder for the nations, and the beasts of the land will no longer eat them, but they will dwell in hope, and no one will frighten them. 29 And I will raise up a plant of peace for them, and they will no longer be perishing by a famine on the land, and they will never again bear the nations’ reproach. 30 And they will know that I am the Lord their God, and they, the house of Israel, are my people,” says the Lord. 31 “You are my sheep, and the sheep of my flock, and I am the Lord your God,” says the lord, the Lord.’ ” 




Against Mount Seir

35 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, turn your face against Mount Seir and prophesy to it, 3 and say, ‘This is what the lord, the Lord, says: “Look, I am against you, Mount Seir, and I shall stretch out my hand against you and make you into a desert, and you will be deserted; 4 and I will make your cities a desert, and you will be deserted, and you will know that I am the Lord. 5 Because you were eternally hostile and laid in wait in treachery for the house of Israel by the hand of enemies, by the sword in a time of injustice at the last,” 6 on account of this, “As I live,” says the lord, the Lord, “surely you sinned unto blood, and blood will pursue you. 7 And I shall make Mount Seir deserted, and it will be deserted, and I will destroy humans and livestock from it, 8 and I will fill your hills and ravines with the wounded, and in all your plains those wounded by the sword will fall among you. 9 I will make you an eternal desert, and your cities will never be inhabited again, and you will know that I am the Lord.” 10 Because you say, “Two nations and two territories will be mine, and I will inherit them,” yet the Lord is there; 11 on account of this, “As I live,” says the Lord, “I will also deal with you according to your enmity, and I will be made known to you, when I judge you, 12 and you will know that I am the Lord. I have heard the sound of your blasphemies, because you said, ‘The mountains of Israel are deserted, they have been given to us for food,’ 13 but you boasted against me with your mouth. I heard it!” 14 This is what the Lord says, “When all the land is merry,a I will make you deserted. 15 You will be a desert, Mount Seir, and all Edom will also be consumed. You will know that I am the Lord their God.” ’ ” 




Israel the Inherited Possession

36 “But you, son of man, prophesy against the mountains of Israel, and say to the mountains of Israel, ‘Hear an oracle of the Lord. 2 This is what the lord, the Lord, says: “Because of what the enemy said against you: ‘Good! Eternal deserted things have become a possession for us!’ ” ’ 

3 “On account of this, prophesy and say, ‘This is what the lord, the Lord, says: “Because you are dishonored and you are hated by those all around you so that you have become a possession for the remaining nations, and you arose as a byword on the tongue and a reproach for nations,” 4 on account of this, mountains of Israel, hear an oracle of the Lord! This is what the Lord says to the mountains and the hills and the ravines and the torrents and the deserted places and destroyed places and abandoned cities: they have also become plunder and a trampling by the remaining nations on all around. 5 On account of this, this is what the lord, the Lord, says: “If indeed I spoke in the fire of my anger against the remaining nations and against all Edom, because they took my landb for a possession with cheer, dishonoring souls to destroy it by plundering.” ’ 

6 “On account of this, prophesy against the land of Israel, and say to the mountains and the hills and the ravines and the valleys: ‘This is what the Lord says: “Look, I spoke in my jealousy and in my anger because you bore the reproach of nations. 7 On account of this, I will lift up my hand against the nations all around you. They will receive their dishonor. 8 But you, mountains of Israel, my people will devour your grapes and fruit because they are hoping to come. 9 Because, look, I am against you, and I will look upon you, and you will be prepared and sown. 10 And I will multiply people upon you, and all the house of Israel to completion, and the cities will be inhabited, and the desolate city will be restored. 11 And I will multiply humans and livestock upon you, and I will cause you to dwell as in your beginning, and I will make you well just as in your former times, and you will know that I am the Lord. 12 And I will birth people upon you, my people Israel, and they will inherit you, and you will be a possession for them, and you shall no longer continue to be made childless by them.” 13 This is what the lord, the Lord says: “Because they said to you, ‘You are a devourer of humans, and you were made childless by your nation,’ 14 on account of this, you will no longer eat humans, and you will not make your nation childless again,” says the lord, the Lord. 15 “And the dishonor of nations will no longer be heard upon you, and you shall not carry the reproach of peoples,” says the lord, the Lord.’ ” 

Restoration for the Sake of the Lord’s Name

16 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 17 “Son of man, the house of Israel dwelt upon their land, and they defiled it by their way and their idols and their impurities, and their way became before my face like the impurity of the woman sitting apart.c 18 And I poured out my wrath against them 19 and scattered them among the nations and drove them away among the territories. I judged them according to their way and according to their sin. And they entered among the nations where they entered there, and they profaned my holy name when they said, ‘These are the people of the Lord, and they have come from his land.’ 21 And I had pity on them on account of my holy name, which the house of Israel profaned among the nations wherever they entered there. 

22 “On account of this, say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what the Lord says: “I shall act not for you, O house of Israel, but rather on account of my holy name, which you profaned among the nations where you went there. 23 And I shall sanctify my great name which was profaned among the nations which you profaned in the middle of them. And the nations will know that I am the Lord, when I am sanctified by before their eyes. 24 And I shall take you from the nations and gather you from all the lands, and I will lead you into your land. 25 And I shall sprinkle clean water upon you, and you will be cleansed from all your impurities and from all your idols, and I will cleanse you. 26 And I shall give you a new heart and establish a new spirit in you and remove the heart made of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I shall establish my spirit in you, and I shall work so that you walk in my duties and keep my judgments and do them. 28 And you will dwell upon the land which I gave to your fathers, and you will be my people, and I will be your God. 29 And I shall save you from all your impurities, and I shall summon the grain 30 and multiply it and I shall not give hunger upon you, and I will multiply the tree’s fruit and the field’s produce, so that you do not receive the reproach of famine among the nations. 31 And you will remember your evil ways and your practices which are not good, and you will be angry before their face because of your transgressions and because of their abominations. 32 I will act not on account of you,” says the lord, the Lord. “It is known to you; be ashamed and turn from your ways, O house of Israel.” 33 This is what Adonai the Lord says: “On the day that I will cleanse you from all your transgressions, I also will settle the cities, and deserted cities will be restored. 34 And the destroyed land will be worked, instead of being destroyed, in the eyes of all who pass by. 35 And they will say, ‘That land became destroyed like a garden of delight, and the deserted and blotted out and utterly destroyed cities sat secure.’a 36 And the nations which were left behind around you will know that I, the Lord, built what was torn down and planted what was removed. I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.” ’ 

37 “ ‘This is what Adonai the Lord says: “Yet for this I will be sought for the house of Israel: to make them. I will multiply them, humans like sheep, 38 like holy sheep, like the sheep of Jerusalem in its festivals, so the deserted cities will be full of humans like sheep, and they will know that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 




The Field of Bones

37 And the hand of the Lord came upon me, and the Lord led me out by the spiritb and placed me in the middle of the plain, and this was full of human bones. 2 And he led me to them around in a circle, and look! Very many on the face of the plain, very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, will these bones live?” And I said, “O Lord, you know these things.” 4 And he said to me, “Prophesy against these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 This is what the Lord says to these bones: “Look, I am bringing a living spirit into you, 6 and I will place tendons upon you, and bring flesh upon you, and stretch out skin over you, and place my spirit into you, and you will live and know that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 7 And I prophesied just as he commanded me. And this happened when I prophesied: and look! An earthquake! And the bones each drew near to its joint. 8 And I looked, and look, tendons and flesh were growing upon them, and skin was coming up over them, and there was no spirit in them. 9 And he said to me, “Prophesy to the spirit! Prophesy, son of man, and say to the spirit, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Come from the four winds, and blow into these corpses and they will live.” ’ ” 10 And I prophesied just as he commanded me, and the spirit entered into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a very great company. 11 And the Lord spoke to me, saying, “Son of man, these bones are all the house of Israel, and they say, ‘Our bones have become withered; our hope has been destroyed; we have perished.’ 12 On account of this, prophesy and say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Look, I am opening your tombs, and I shall bring you up from your tombs and lead you into the land of Israel, 13 and you will know that I am the Lord when I open your graves, that I might bring my people up from the graves. 14 And I will place my spirit into you, and you will live, and I will set you upon your land, and you will know that I am the Lord. I have spoken and will do it,” says the Lord.’ ” 

The Rods of Judah and Joseph Joined

15 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 16 “Son of man, take for yourself a rod and write on it, ‘Judah and the sons of Israel who are joined to him.’ And take for yourself a second rod and you write upon it, ‘For Joseph,’ a rod of Ephraim and all the sons of Israel who have been added to him.’ 17 And you shall join them together to one another for yourself, to bind them into one rod, and they shall be in your hand. 18 And this will happen: when the sons of your people say to you, ‘Will you not proclaim to us what these things are to you?’ 19 And you will say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Look, I shall take the tribe of Joseph, which is by the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel joined to him, and I shall establish them over the tribe of Judah, and they shall be one rod in the hand of Judah.” ’ 20 And the rods upon which you wrote upon them shall be in your hand before them. 21 And you shall say to them, ‘This is what the lord, the Lord says: “Look, I am taking all the house of Israel from the middle of the nations where they entered there, and I shall gather them from all those surrounding them and lead them into the land of Israel. 22 And I shall make them a nation in my land and in the mountains of Israel, and they will have one ruler, and they will no longer be two nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms, 23 that they should never again be defiled by their idols. And I will rescue them from all their transgressions by which they sinned, and I will cleanse them, and they will be a people for me, and I, the Lord, will be God for them. 24 And my servant David will be ruler in the middle of them, he will be one shepherd of all, because they will walk in my ordinances and keep my judgments and do them. 25 And they will dwell upon their land, which I have given to my servant Jacob, there where their fathers dwelt, and they will dwell upon it, and my servant David will be ruler for eternity. 26 And I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an eternal covenant with them, and I will place my sanctuary in the middle of them for eternity. 27 And my habitation will be among them, and I will be God for them, and they will be my people. 28 And the nations will know that I am the Lord who sanctifies them, when my sanctuary is in the middle of them for eternity.” ’ ” 




Against Gog and Magog

38 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face against Gog and the land of Magog, ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him, 3 and say to him, ‘This is what the lord, the Lord says: “Look, I am ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. 4 And I shall gather you and your whole force, horses and horsemen all clothed in breast plates, a great company, with bucklers and helmets and swords, 5 Persians and Ethiopians and Libyans, all with helmets and bucklers, 6 Gomer and all those around him, the house of Togarmah from the furthest north and all those around him, and many nations will be with you. 7 Be ready! Ready yourself, you and all your company, those gathered with you, and you shall be a guard for me. 8 From many days it will be prepared, and at the end of years it will come and arrive into the land, returned from the sword, when they are gathered from many nations against the land of Israel which had become entirely deserted, and this one has come out from nations, and they all will dwell at peace. 9 And you will arise like rain, and he will come like a cloud to cover the land, and there will be you and all those around you, and many nations with you.” 10 This is what the lord, the Lord says: “But this will happen in that day: words will arise upon your heart, and you will calculate an evil account. 11 And you will say, ‘I shall arise upon a rejected land; I will come upon those resting in rest and dwelling at peace, all inhabiting a land in which there is no wall or bolted doors—and gates do not exist for them—12 to capture plunder and despoil their spoils, to turn my hand to the deserted city which was established, and against a nation gathered from many nations, who had made acquisitions, dwelling upon the navel of the earth.’ 13 Sheba and Dedan and Carthaginian merchants and all their villages will say to you, ‘Do you come to plunder for plunder and to despoil spoil? Did you gather your company to take silver and gold, to carry away property, to despoil spoil?’ ” ’ ” 

14 “On account of this, prophesy, son of man, and say to Gog, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Will you not be roused in that day when my people Israel dwells at peace? 15 And you will come from your place from the furthest north, and many nations with you, all riders of horses, a great company, and a great force, 16 and you will arise against my people Israel like a cloud covers the land, this will happen at the last of the days, and I will bring you up against my land so that all the nations should know me when I am sanctified among you before them.” 17 This is what the lord, the Lord says to Gog: “You are the one about whom I spoke before the earlier days through the hand of my servants, the prophets of Israel in those days and years, to lead you against them. 18 And this will happen in that day, in the day which Gog comes against the land of Israel,” says the lord, the Lord. “My anger will arise, 19 and my jealousy. In the fire of my wrath I said, ‘Certainly,a in that day there will be a great earthquake upon the land of Israel, 20 and the fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and the wild beasts of the plain, and all the creeping things that creep on the earth, and all the humans who are on the face of the earth will be shaken from the face of the Lord; and the mountains will be shattered, and the ravines will fall, and every wall will fall upon the earth.’ 21 And I shall summon even every fear against it,” says the Lord, “A sword of a person will be against his brother. 22 And I will judge him by death and blood and overwhelming rain and hailstones, and I shall rain fire and sulfur upon him and upon all those with him, and upon many nations with him. 23 And I will be exalted and hallowed and glorified and known before many nations, and they will know that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 




The Cemetery of Gog

39 “But you, O son of man, prophesy against Gog and say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Look, I am against you, Gog, ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal; 2 and I will gather you and guide you down, and I will raise you up upon the ultimate north, and I will bring you up on the mountains of Israel. 3 And I will destroy your bow from your left hand and your arrows from your right hand and overthrow you 4 on the mountains of Israel. And you will fall, you and all those around you, and the nations with you will be given to a multitude of birds. I have given you to every winged creature and to all the beasts of the plain to be devoured. 5 You will fall on the face of the plain, because I have spoken,” says the Lord. 6 “And I will send fire upon Gog, and the islands will be inhabited in peace, and they will know that I am the Lord. 7 And my holy name will be made known in the middle of my people Israel, and my holy name will no longer be profaned, and the nations will know that I am the Lord, the Holy One in Israel. 8 Look, it has come, and you will know that it will be,” says the lord, the Lord. “This is the day of which I have spoken. 9 And those who inhabit the cities of Israel will come out, and they will burn the weapons, bucklers and spears and bows and arrows and hand-rods and lances, and they will burn among them with fire seven years. 10 But they shall take no trees from the plain, or even cut them down from the woods; rather they will burn the weapons with fire, and they will plunder those who plundered them, and they will despoil those who despoiled them,” says the Lord.’ 

11 “ ‘And this will happen in that day: I will give Gog a famous place, a memorial in Israel, the cemetery of those who come up to the sea. And they will enclose the mouth of the ravine, 12 aand there they will bury Gog and all his multitude, and it will be called The Te, The Cemetery of Gog. 13 And the house of Israel will bury them so that the land should be cleansed after seven months. Indeed, all the people of the land will bury them, and it will be something remarkable for them on the day I was magnified,” says the Lord. 14 “And they will always appoint men who travel the land to bury those left behind upon the face of the land to cleanse it after the seven months, and they will search. 15 And all who pass through the land and see a human bone will set up a sign beside it, until the buriers bury it, in The Ai, The Cemetery of Gog, 16 for even the name of the city will be ‘Cemetery,’ and the land will be cleansed.” 17 But you, son of man, say, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Say to every winged bird and to all the wild beasts of the plain, ‘Gather together and come! Gather together from all around to my sacrifice which I have slaughtered for you, a great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, and you shall eat meat and drink blood! 18 You shall eat the flesh of giants, and drink the blood of the rulers of the earth, rams and calves and he-goats, and the calves are all fattened. 19 And you will eat fat to satiety, and drink blood to drunkenness, from my sacrifice which I slaughtered for you. 20 And you will be satisfied at my table, by horse and rider and giant and every human warrior,’ ” says the Lord. 21 “And I will establish my glory among you, and all the nations will see my judgment which I executed, and my hand which I laid upon them. 22 And the house of Israel will know that I am the Lord their God, from this day and henceforth. 23 And all the nations will know that the house of Israel were taken prisoner on account of their sins, because they rejected me, and I turned my face away from them, and I delivered them into the hands of their enemies, and they all fell by the sword. 24 I dealt with them according to their uncleannesses and according to their transgressions, and I turned my face away from them.” 

25 “ ‘On account of this, this is what the lord, the Lord says: “Now I will turn back the captivity among Jacob and show mercy upon the house of Israel and be jealous on account of my holy name. 26 And they will receive their own dishonor and injustice which they practiced unjustly when they are settled upon their land at peace, and there will be no one who frightens them. 27 After I return them from the nations, and gather them from the territories of the nations, I will also be hallowed by them before the nations. 28 And they will know that I am the Lord their God, when I appear to them among the nations. 29 And I will no longer turn my face away from them, because I poured out my anger upon the house of Israel,” says the lord, the Lord.” ’ ” 




The Building

40 And this happened in the twenty-fifth year of our captivity, in the first month, on the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after the city was taken. On that day, the hand of the Lord came upon me and took me 2 in a vision of God into the land of Israel, and he placed me upon a very high mountain, and upon it was something like the construction of a city, opposite. 3 And he led me there, and look! A man! and his appearance was like the appearance of glistening bronze, and in his hand there was a builders’ cord and a measuring reed, and he stood by the gate. 4 And the man said to me, “Have you seen, son of man? Look with your eyes and listen with your ears, and set into your heart all the things I show you, since you have come here for me to show to you, and you shall show the house of Israel all the things you have seen.” 

The Ailam

5 And look! There was an enclosing wall outside the house all around, and in the hand of the man was a reed, the measure of six cubits (each cubit being one cubit and a hand-breadtha), and he measured the outer wall; its thickness was equal to the reed, and its height equal to the reed. 6 And he entered into the gate facing toward the east in seven steps, and he measured the ailama of the gate, measuring one reed in depth,b 7 and the room was equal to the reed in length and equal to the reed in width, and the ailam between the thaielathac was six cubits, and the second theed equal to the reed in width, and equal to the reed in length, and the ailam was five cubits. 8 And the third thee was equal to the reed in width, and was equal to the reed in length. 9 And the ailam of the gate neighboring the ailam of the gate was eight cubits, and the aileue two cubits, and the ailam of the gate was inward. 10 And the thees of the gate were thees in front,f three on the one side and three on the other side and the same measure for the three, the same measure for the ailam on the one side and on the other side. 11 Also, he measured the breadth of the doors of the gate ten cubits, and the width of the gate thirteen cubits. 12 And the face before the theeimg narrowed to one cubit,h on the one side and on the other side, and the thee was six cubits on the one side and six cubits on the other side. 13 And he measured the gate from the wall of the thee to the wall of the thee, a breadth of twenty-five cubits, this gate against that gate. 14 And the open space of the ailam of the gate outside was twenty cubits, theeim around the gate. 15 And the open space of the gate outside into the open space of the ailam of the gate inside was fifty cubits. 16 And there were hidden niches toward the thees and toward the ailam of the inside gate surrounding the court, and in like manner the ailam had windows all around within, and toward the ailam palm trees were on the one side and on the other side. 

The North, East, and South Gates

17 And he led me into the interior court, and look, there were chambers and galleries all around the court; thirty chambers were in the galleries. 18 And the porticoes were behind the gates, in conformity to the length of the gates, that is, the lower gallery. 19 And he measured the breadth of the court from the open space of the outer gate inward to the open space of the gate facing out, a hundred cubits, facing toward the east. And he brought me to the north. 20 And look, there was a gate facing north, by the outer court, and he measured it, both its length and breadth, 21 and the three thees on the one side and three on the other side and the aileu and the ailamoni and its palms, and it was in conformity with the measure of the gate facing toward the east; fifty cubits was its length and twenty-five cubits its width. 22 And its windows and ailamon and its palm trees were just as the gate facing toward the east, and they would ascend it by seven steps, and the ailams were inward. 23 And the gate to the interior court was facing toward the northern gate, as was the gate facing toward the east, and he measured the court, from gate to gate, a hundred cubits. 24 And he led me toward the south, and look, there was a gate facing south, and he measured it and the thee and the aileu and the ailamon according to these measures. 25 And its windows and ailamon were all around, just as the windows of the ailams: fifty cubits was its length and twenty-five cubits its width. 26 And it had seven steps and inward ailamon, and it had palm trees, one on the one side and one on the other side upon the aileus. 27 And there was a gate opposite the gate of the interior court southward, and he measured the court from gate to gate, a hundred cubits in width, southward. 

28 And he led me into the interior court of the southern gate, and he measured the gate according to these measures, 29 and the thee, the aileu, and the ailamon according to these measures. And it and the surrounding ailamon had windows all around; fifty cubits was its length, and the width twenty-five cubits, 31 from the ailams into the outer court, and palms and eight steps were on the aileus. 32 And he led me into the gate facing the east, and he measured it according to these measures, 33 and the thees, and the aileus, and the ailamon according to these measures. And it and the ailamon had windows; fifty cubits was its length, and the width twenty-five cubits. 34 And there were ailamon in the interior court, and palms were on the aileus on the one side and on the other side, and it had eight steps. 35 And he led me into the north-facing gate, and he measured according to these measures. 36 And the thees, and the aileus and the ailamon, and it and its ailamon had windows all around, fifty cubits was its length, and its width twenty-five cubits. 37 And the ailamon were in the outer court, and the aileus had palms on the one side and on the other side, and it had eight steps. 

The Place of Sacrifice

38 Its chambers and its doorways and its ailamon near the second gate were an outflow 39 in order that they could sacrifice the sacrifices for sins and ignorance in it; 40 and behind the drain of the burnt offerings facing north were two tables facing toward the east, behind the second gate, that is, the ailams of the gate, two tables toward the east, 41 four on the one side and four on the other side, behind the gate. Upon them they will sacrifice the offerings, opposite the eight tables of the offerings. 42 And there were four hewn stone tables for the burnt offerings, a cubit and a half in width, and two and a half cubits long, and a cubit in height. Upon them they will place the implements by which they slaughter the burnt offerings and the sacrifices there. 43 And they will have a border of a hand’s breadth hewn all around inside, and on the tables there were coverings above, to cover from the rain and from the heat. 44 And he led me into the interior court, and look, there were two rooms in the interior court, one behind the gate facing north extending southward, and one behind the gate southward but facing north. 45 And he said to me, “This room facing southward is for the priests who keep guard over the house, 46 and the room facing north is for the priests who keep guard over the altar; these are the sons of Zadok, those of the sons of Levi who approach the Lord to minister to him. 47 And he measured the court: its length a hundred cubits and its width a hundred cubits over its four sides, and the altar was opposite the house. 

The Ailam of the Temple

48 And he led me into the ailam of the house. And he measured the aila of the ailam: five cubits in width on the one side and five cubits on the other side, and the width of the doorway fourteen cubits, and the side walls of the door of the ailam three cubits on the one side and three cubits on the other side, 49 and the length of the ailam was twenty cubits, and the width twelve cubits, and they would ascend it on ten steps. And there were pillars upon the ailam, one on the one side and one on the other side. 




The Holy of Holies

41 And he led me into the sanctuary whose ailam he measured; six cubits was the width on the one side, 2 and six cubits the width of the ailam on the other side, and the width of the gate ten cubits, and the side walls of the gate five cubits on the one side and five cubits on the other side, and he measured itsa length forty cubits, and the width twenty cubits. 3 And he entered into the interior court, and he measured the ail of the doorway two cubits, and the doorway six cubits, and the side walls of the doorway seven cubits on the one side and seven cubits on the other side. 4 And he measured the length of the doors forty cubits, and their width twenty cubits, at the face of the sanctuary. And he said, “This is the holy of holies.” 5 And he measured the wall of the house six cubits, and the width of the side chamber four cubits all around. 6 And the sides, side upon side were twice thirty-three, and a space was in the wall of the house, in the sides all around, for the supporters to see, in order that they should never touch the walls of the house. 7 And the width of the upper part of the sides was in conformity with the extension from the wall toward the upper part surrounding the house, so that it would be wider at the top,b and people would go up from the lower part to the upper part, and from the cornice to the third floor. 

8 And the thrael of the house was, in height, all around the space of the sides equal to the reed, a space of six cubits. 9 And the width of the wall of the outer side chambers was five cubits, and the open space between the side chambers of the house 10 and between the rooms was twenty cubits wide, the periphery of the house all around. 11 And the doors of the rooms at the open space of the one door which was facing toward the north, and the one door facing toward the south, and the width of the light of the open space was five cubits in width all around. 12 And the court in front of the open space facing as to the sea was seventy cubits, the width of the boundary wall was five cubits wide all around, and its length was ninety cubits. 13 And he measured in front of the house a hundred cubits long, and the open spaces and the partitions and their walls a hundred cubits long, 14 and the width toward the face of the house and the open spaces in front, a hundred cubits. 

The Table of the Presence

15 And he measured the length of the boundary at the face of the open space of the back of that house and the open space on the one side and on the other side, a hundred cubits long. And the sanctuary and the corners and the outer ailam were roofed, 16 and the windows were latticed, lights all around for the three stories, for looking down, and the house and the neighboring parts were paneled all around, and the ground even from the ground as far as the windows, and the windows would fold back threefold for looking out. 17 And close to the interior and as far as the exterior and upon the whole wall all around, on the inside and outside, 18 were carved cherubim and palms between cherub and cherub; there were two faces for each cherub; 19 a face of a human facing toward the one palm and a lion’s face facing toward the other palm.a The house was carved all around. 20 From the ground as far as the coffered work, the cherubim and palms were carved. 21 And the holy place and the sanctuary opened on four sides. Toward the face of the holy places something that looked likeb 22 a wooden altar. Its height was three cubits, and the length two cubits, and the width two cubits, and it had horns, and its pedestal and its sides were of wood. And he said to me, “This is the table which is before the face.” And there were two doorways to the temple; 23 and two doorways to the holy place. 24 Of the two pivoting doorways, one had two doorways, and the second door had two doorways. 25 And there was carving on them, and at the doors of the sanctuary there were cherubim and palms in conformity with the carving of the holy places, and good wood in conformity according to the face of the outer ailam, 26 and hidden windows. And he measured on the one side and on the other side to the roof of the ailam and to the joined sides of the house. 




The Rooms for the Holy Sacrifices

42 And he led me into the inner court, toward the east, opposite the gate toward the north, and he led me, and look! There were five rooms next to the open space and next to the boundary toward the north, 2 a hundred cubits in length toward the north, and in width, fifty. 3 The gates were marked the way of the interior court, and the galleries the way of the outer court, arranged in rows facing three porticoes. 4 And in front of the rooms was a walkway, ten cubits wide, a hundred cubits long, and their doors were toward the north. 5 And the upper walkways were likewise, because the gallery projected from it, from the gallery below, and the space. So was gallery and space; so also were the two porticoes. 6 Wherefore, they were triple, and they had no pillars like the outer pillars. On account of this they projected from the lower and the middle from the land. 7 And there was an outer light the way the rooms of the outer court opposite the rooms of those toward the north, fifty cubits long. 8 Because the length of those rooms facing into the outer court was fifty cubits, these also were facing those. The whole was a hundred cubits. 

9 And there were doors of these rooms of the entrance toward the east, for entering through them from the outer court 10 in conformity with the light in the beginning of the walkway. And the parts toward the south were toward the face of the south, facing the open space and toward the face of the partition, and so were the rooms. 11 And the walkway according to the face of them was according to the measures of the rooms toward the north, according to their length and according to their width and according to all their exits and according to all their twisting and according to their lights and according to their doorways, 12 of the rooms toward the south, and according to the doorways from the beginning of the walkway, about an interval of a reed for light, and toward the east, to enter through them. 

13 And he said to me, “The rooms toward the north, and the rooms toward the south, facing the spaces, these are the rooms of the sanctuary, in which the priests, the sons of Zadok who approach the Lord, will eat the holies of holies and there set the holies of holies, and the sacrifice and sin offeringsa and offerings for mistakes,b since the place is holy. 14 Besides the priests no one will enter there; they will not go out from the sanctuary into the outer court, so that those who approach should be continually holy, and they should not touch their clothing in which they minister, since they are holy, and they will put on other garments when they touch the people.” 

The Surrounding Enclosure

15 And the interior measuring of the house was completed. And he led me along the way of the gate facing toward the east, and he measured the plan of the house round about.c 16 And he stood behind the gate facing the east, and he measured five hundred by lengths of the measuring reed, 17 and he turned toward the north, and he measured along the face of the north five hundred cubits by lengths of the measuring reed, 18 dand he turned toward the sea, and he measured along the face of the sea five hundred by lengths of the measuring reed, 19 eand he turned toward the south, and he measured in front of the south, five hundred by lengths of the measuring reed; 20 he measured the four parts with his reed.f And he set it and their surrounding enclosure in order, five hundred cubits toward the east, and separated by a width of five hundred cubits between the sanctuary and between the outer wall of the design of the house. 




The Glory of the Lord Returns

43 And he led me to the gate that looks east, and he led me out, 2 and look, the glory of the God of Israel was coming along the road toward the east! And there was a sound of the encampment like a sound of many redoubling sounds, and the land shone like a light from the glory all around. 3 And the vision I saw was similar to the vision I saw when I entered to anoint the city, and the vision of the chariot I saw was similar to the vision I saw near the River Chebar, and I fell upon my face. 4 And the glory of the Lord entered into the house along the road of the gate facing toward the east. 5 And a spirit lifted me and led me into the interior court, and look, the house was full of the glory of the Lord! 

6 And I stood and look, there was a voice of someone speaking to me from the house, and the man stood close to me. 7 And he said to me, “You have seen, O son of man, the place of my throne and the place of the soles of my feet, among which my name dwells in the middle of the house of Israel for eternity; and the house of Israel, they and their princes, will no longer profane my holy name by their fornication and by the murders of the princes in the midst of them, 8 when they set my porch by their porches and my doorposts close to their doorposts, and they set my wall as if it enclosed me and them, and they profaned my holy name by their lawless acts that they were committing, and I destroyed them by my anger and by slaughter. 9 And now, let them thrust aside their immorality and the murders of their princes from me, and I will dwell in the middle of them for eternity. 

10 And you, O son of man, show the house of Israel the house, and they will grow weary of their sins—and its appearance and its disposition, 11 and they will receive their punishment for all that they did. And mark out the house and its exits and its plan, and you shall make known to them all its ordinances and all its statutes, and you shall delineate them before them, and they shall keep all my duties and all my ordinances, and they shall do them. 12 And show them the plan of the house; on the top of the mountain, all its boundaries all around are the holies of holies. 

Dimensions of the Altar

13 And these are the dimensions of the altar (by the cubit of the cubit and hand-breadth): a hole of a depth about a cubit and the width a cubit, and a projection upon its border all around it was a span. And this was the height of the altar, 14 from the bottoma of the beginning of its hole to this great lower ledge two cubits, and the width a cubit, and from the small ledge to the great ledge four cubits, and width a cubit, 15 but the arielb was four cubits, and from the ariel and above the horns a cubit. 16 And the ariel was twelve cubits long by twelve cubits, upon its four sides, 17 and the ledge was fourteen cubits long by fourteen cubits wide upon its four parts. And its border encircling all around it half a cubit, and its rim a cubit all around, and its steps were facing toward the east. 

Sacrifice Instructions

18 And he said to me, “Son of man, this is what the Lord, the God of Israel says: ‘These are the ordinances of the altar, in the day of its creation, to bring burnt offerings upon it and to pour blood against it. 19 And you shall give to the Levite priests, those from the seed of Zadok, those who approach me,’ says the Lord God, ‘to minister for me, a bull-calf for sin, 20 and they shall take some of its blood and place it on the four horns of the altar and on the four corners of the ledge and on the step all around, and they shall make atonement for it, 21 and they shall take the calf that is for sin, and it will be burned up in the separate part of the house, outside the sanctuary. 22 And on the second day they will take two unblemished goat kids for sin, and make atonement on the altar just as they made atonement by the calf. 23 And after you complete the atonement, they shall offer an unblemished bull-calf and an unblemished ram-sheep, 24 and you shall offer them before the Lord. And the priests shall sprinkle salt upon them, and offer them as burnt offerings to the Lord. 25 For seven days you will daily do a kid for sins, and bull-calf and ram-sheep; they shall do them unblemished 26 for seven days. And they shall make atonement for the altar, and they will purify it and fill their hands. 27 And it shall be from the eighth day and henceforth, the priests shall do your burnt offerings and the sacrifices of your salvation on the altar. And I will accept you,’ says the Lord.” 




Instructions for Levites

44 And he returned me along the road of the gate of the outer sanctuary facing the east, and this was shut. 2 And the Lord said to me, “This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall ever pass through it, because the Lord, the God of Israel, will enter through it, and it will be shut. 3 Therefore the prince, he shall sit in it to eat bread before the Lord; he shall enter along the way of ailam of the gate, and he will exit along its way.” 4 And he led me along the road of the gate which was facing north opposite the house, and I looked, and look! the house of the Lord was full of glory, and I fell upon my face. 5 And the Lord said to me, “Son of man, set into your heart and look with your eyes and hear with your ears everything that I am speaking with you according to all the ordinances of the house of the Lord, and according to all its statutes, and you shall set your heart to the entrance of the house, according to all its exits in all the sanctuary. 6 And you shall say to the rebelling house, to the house of Israel, ‘This is what the Lord God says: “Let there be enough for you of all your transgressions, O house of Israel, 7 for you to bring alien sons, uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my sanctuary, and they would profane it when you offered bread, flesh and blood, and you transgressed my covenant by all your lawless acts; 8 but you set to keep a watch in my sanctuary.” 

9 “ ‘On account of this, this is what the Lord God says: “No alien son, uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary among all the aliens’ sons who are in the middle of the house of Israel, 10 except for the Levites who abandoned me when Israel wandered astray from me after their thoughts (they also will receive their injusticea) 11 and they will be ministering in my sanctuary as doorkeepers by the gates of the house, and ministering for the house. They shall sacrifice the burnt offerings and the sacrifices for the people, and they shall stand before the people to minister to them. 12 Because they were ministering for them before the face of their idols, and it became a punishment of injustice to the house of Israel; on account of this I lifted my hand against them,” says the Lord God, 13 “and they shall not approach me to serve me as priest, or to approach the sanctuary of the sons of Israel, or to my holy of holies, and they will receive their dishonor in the error by which they erred. 14 But they shall bring them to keep watch as guards of the house in all its works and in everything that they do. 15 The Levite priests, the sons of Zadok who kept guard over my sanctuary when the house of Israel wandered astray from me, they will approach me, to minister to me as priests, and they shall stand before my face to offer me sacrifice, fat and blood,” says the Lord God.’ 

16 ‘ “They shall enter into my sanctuary and come to my table to minister to me as priests, and they shall keep my watches. 17 But this shall happen when they enter the gates of the interior court: they shall put on linen garments, and not put on wool when they minister as priests from the gate of the interior court. 18 And they shall have linen turbans upon their heads, and have linen underclothes upon their waists, and they shall not gird themselves forcefully. 19 But when they go out into the outer court to the people, they shall take off their garments in which they ministered, and they shall place them in the rooms of the sanctuary and put on other garments, but they shall never sanctify the people by their garments. 20 And they shall not shave their heads or pluck off their hair; in covering, they will cover their heads. 21 And no priest shall ever drink wine when they enter into the interior court. 22 And they shall not take a widow or a divorced woman as a wife for themselves, but rather a virgin from the seed of Israel, but they shall take a widow if she be from a priest. 23 And they shall teach my people between holy and impure and explain to them between unclean and clean. 24 And they shall stand to give judgment upon a judgment of blood. They shall vindicate my duties, and judge my judgments, and keep my statutes and my ordinances at all my festivals, and sanctify my sabbaths. 25 But they will not come near to defile themselves, for the soul of a person except for a father and a mother and for a son and for a daughter and for a brother and for a sister of his who had no husband, he may be defiled. 26 And after he is purified he shall count seven days for himself. 27 And on whatever day they enter into the interior court to minister in the holy place, they shall bring a sin offering,” says the Lord God. 28 “And it will be their inheritance. I am their inheritance, and no possession will be given among the sons of Israel, because I am their possession. 29 But they shall eat the sacrifices and the offerings for sins, and the offerings for ignorance, and everything that is set apart in Israel shall be theirs. 30 The firstfruits of everything and the first-born of everything and all the choice parts from all of your firstfruits shall be for the priests; and you shall give your firstfruits to the priest to put your blessings upon your houses. 31 And the priests shall not eat any carcass or creature caught by wild beasts from birds and from livestock.” ’ ” 




Apportioning the Land

45 “ ‘ “And when you measure the land for inheritance, you shall separate firstfruits for the Lord, a holy part of the land, twenty-five thousand cubits long and its width twenty thousand cubits. It shall be holy in all its borders all around. 2 And from this there shall be a sanctuary, five hundred cubits by five hundred cubits square all around, and an interval of fifty cubits all around it. 3 Also from this distribution you shall measure twenty-five thousand long and twenty thousand wide, and in it shall be the holy of holies. 4 Some of the land shall be for the priests ministering in the holy place, and it shall be for those who approach to minister to the Lord, and it shall be a place for them for their houses, separate for consecration, 5 twenty-five thousand long and twenty thousand wide. And for the Levites who minister to the house, there shall be cities as a possession for them to dwell in. 6 And you shall establish the possession of the city five thousand wide and twenty five-thousand long; just like the firstfruits of the holy places, they shall be for all the house of Israel. 7 And some of this and that shall be for the prince, for the firstfruits of the sanctuary, for the possession of the city before the firstfruits of the sanctuary, and before the possession of the city, facing the sea, and from the sea, toward the east; and the length equal to one of the portions from the seaward borders, and the length to the eastward boundaries of the land, 8 and it shall be his for a possession in Israel, and the princes of Israel shall not oppress my people any more, and the house of Israel shall inherit the land according to their tribes.” ’ ” 

Fair Measures

9 “ ‘This is what the Lord God says: “Let it be enough for you, princes of Israel! Remove injustice and distress; do justice and righteousness; remove oppression from my people!” says the Lord God. 10 “You should have a just scale and a just measure and a just choinix for the measure; 11 and the choinix likewise will be one to receive. The choinix shall be a tenth of the gomor and a tenth of the gomor will be equal with reference to the gomor. 12 And the stathmion shall be twenty obols; five shekels will be five, and shekels, ten and fifty shekels will be a mina for you. 13 And this is the firstfruits which you will separate: a sixth measure from the gomor of the wheat, and a sixth of it will be the oiphi from the kor of barley. 14 And the ordinance of the oil: a kotyle of oil from ten kotyles, because ten kotoyles are a gomor. 15 And a sheep from ten sheep, a portion from all the families of Israel, for sacrifices and for burnt offerings and for a peace offering to make atonement for you,” says the Lord God. 16 “And all the people shall give this firstfruit to the prince of Israel. 17 But the burnt offerings and the sacrifices and the drink offerings for the festivals, and for the new moons and for the sabbaths and for all the festivals of the house of Israel, will be through the prince. He will make these offerings for sins and the sacrifice and these burnt offerings and the offerings of peace to make atonement for the house of Israel.” ’ ” 

Instructions for Passover

18 “ ‘This is what the Lord God says: “In the first month, on the first day of the month, you shall take an unblemished calf from the cattle to make atonement for the sanctuary. 19 And the priest shall take some of the blood of the propitiatory offering and put it on the doorposts of the house and on the four corners of the temple and on the altar and on the doorposts of the gate of the interior court. 20 And thus you shall do in the seventh month, on the first day of the month: there shall be a portion from each person, and you shall make a propitiation for the house. 21 And on the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, the Pascha shall be a feast for you. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. 22 And on that day the prince will prepare a calf for sins for himself and the house and all the people of the land. 23 And he will make burnt offerings for the seven days of the feast to the Lord, seven unblemished calves and seven rams every day for the seven days, and a goat-kid for sins every day, and a sacrifice. 24 And you shall make a cake for the calf and a cake for the ram and the hin of oil for the cake. 25 And in the seventh month on the fifteenth of the month, at the feast, you shall make the offerings throughout the seven days, just like the offerings for the sins and just like the burnt offerings and just like the gift and just like the oil.” ’ 




Instructions for the Prince

46 “ ‘This is what the Lord God says: “The gate in the interior court facing the east shall be shut for the six working days. On the day of the sabbaths it should be opened, and on the day of the new moon it shall be opened. 2 And the prince shall enter along the way of the ailam of the inner gate, and he shall stand at the doorway of the gate, and the priests will perform his burnt offerings and his offerings of peace. 3 And they shall worship at the doorway of the gate and go out, and the gate shall not be shut until the evening, and the people of the land shall worship at the doorway of that gate both on the Sabbaths and on the new moons before the Lord. 4 And the prince shall offer the burnt offerings to the Lord on the day of the Sabbaths: six unblemished lambs and an unblemished ram, 5 and a manna cake for the ram, and for the lambs for the sacrifice, a gift of his hand and the hin of oil for the cake. 6 And on the day of the new moon it will be an unblemished calf and six unblemished lambs and a ram, 7 and there the cake for the ram and the cake for the calf will be manna, but for the lambs whatever his hand should procure, and the hin of oil for the cake. 8 And when the prince enters, he shall enter along the way of the ailam of the gate, and he will exit along the way of the gate. 9 But when the people of the land enter before the Lord on the festivals, the one who enters along the way of the gate looking to the north to worship shall go out along the way of the southern gate, and the one who enters along the way of the southern gate shall go out along the way of the northern gate. One shall not turn around toward the gate by which one had entered, but rather he shall exit straight across from it. 10 And the prince shall enter with them in the middle of them when they enter, and when they go out he shall go out. 11 And on the festivals and on the assemblies there will be manna as cake for the calf and a cake for the ram and for the lambs whatever his hand should procure, and the hin of oil for the cake. 12 And if the prince should make a burnt offering of peace to the Lord as an acknowledgement, he shall also open for himself the gate facing the east, and he shall make his burnt offering and his peace offerings,a the way he does on the day of the sabbaths, and he shall exit and shut the door after he departs. 13 And he shall prepare an unblemished year-old lamb for a burnt offering every day for the Lord; he will prepare it early in the day. 14 And he will prepare manna in addition to it early in the day, a sixth of the measure and third of the hin of oil, to mix the fine flour, manna for the Lord, an ordinance continually. 15 You shall prepare the lamb, and you shall prepare the manna and the oil early in the day, a burnt offering continually.” ’ 

Instructions Regarding Royal Inheritance

16 “ ‘This is what the Lord God says: “If the prince gives a present to one of his sons from his inheritance, this will be a possession for his sons by inheritance. 17 But if he gives a present to one of his subjects it will be hisb until the year of release, and he will return it to the prince, except for the inheritance of his sons—it will be theirs. 18 But the prince shall certainly not take any of the people’s inheritance to oppress them; he will assign an inheritance to his sons from his property so that my people should not be scattered, every one from his property.” ’ ” 

The Holy Kitchens

19 And he led me into the entrance behind the gate, into the rooms of the holy priests facing north. And look, there was a separated place there. 20 And he said to me, “This is the place where the priests shall boil the offerings for ignorance and the offerings for sins, and there they shall bake the entire manna so as not to carry it into the outer court and sanctify the people.” 21 And he led me out into the outer court, and he led me to the four sides of the court, and look, there was a court along the side of the court. 22 Along the side was a court,c a court on the four sides, and of the court there was a small court forty cubits long, and thirty cubits wide, the one measure the same for the four. 23 And there were rooms surrounding them all around the four, and kitchens had been made under the rooms all around. 24 And he said to me, “These are the cookhouses where those who minister to the house boil the sacrifices of the people.” 




The River from the Sanctuary

47 And he brought me to the doorway of the house, and look, water was going out underneath the open space toward the east, because the face of the house faced toward the east, and the water was descending from the right side south of the altar. 2 And he led me out along the way of the gate toward the north, and he led me around the outside way to the gate of the court facing east, and look, water was descending from the right side. 3 Just as a man was exiting opposite, and a measure was in his hand, and he measured a thousand cubits with the measure, and he passed through in the water, water of a discharge. 4 And he measured a thousand cubits, and he passed through in the water, water up to his thighs, and he measured a thousand cubits, and he passed through the water up to his waist. 5 And he measured a thousand cubits, and he was not able to pass through, because it was overflowing with a torrent which they will not cross. 6 And he said to me, “Have you seen, son of man?” And he led me to the bank of the river. 7 When I returned,a and look, on the bank of the river were very many trees on the one side and on the other side. 8 And he said to me, “This water proceeding into the Galilee which is toward the east would also descend to Arabia and would come as far as to sea to the water of the estuary, and it will make the waters healthy. 9 And this will happen: every creature of the living beings that teem upon everywhere the river comes will live. And there will be very many fish because this water has come there, and it will make healthy and will live. Everything upon which the river comes will live. 10 And fishermen from En-gedi as far as En-eglaim will stand there; it will be a drying-place of large drag nets, it will be by itself, and its fish will be equal to the fish of the Great Sea, a very great multitude. 11 And in its estuary and at its turning and at its high water mark they will certainly not become healthy; they have been given over for salt. 12 And every fruit tree will arise at the river, on its bank on the one side and on the other side. It will certainly not decay upon it; neither should its fruit come to an end; it will bring forth its new produce, because these waters of theirs proceed from the sanctuary, and their fruit will be for food, and their ascent for health.” 

The Boundaries of the Inheritance

13 “This is what the Lord God says: ‘You will inherit these boundaries of the land. There will be an addition of a portion for the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. 14 And you will inherit it, each one like his brother, for which I lifted my hand to give their fathers, and this land will fall to you by inheritance. 15 And these are the boundaries of the land toward the north, from the Great Sea that descends and divides the entrance of Hamath Zedad, 16 Abthera Sibraim, Eliam, between the borders of Damascus and between the borders of Hamath, a court of Saunon, which are above the borders of Hauran. 17 These are the boundaries from the sea from the court of Enan, the boundaries of Damascus and the regions to the north. 18 And the regions to the east: between Hauran and between Damascus and between Gilead and between the land of Israel, the Jordan separates to the sea east of Palms; these are the regions to the east. 19 And the regions to the south and southwest from Teman and Palms as far as the water of Meribath-kadesh extending to the Great Sea. 20 This is the south and southwest part. This is the part of the Great Sea; it acts as a boundary as far as opposite the entrance of Hamath up to its entrance. These are the regions to the west of Hamath. 21 And you shall divide this land for yourselves, for the tribes of Israel. 22 You shall cast it by lot for you and for the aliens who dwell in the middle of you, whoever fathered sons in the middle of you, and they will be like natives to you among the sons of Israel. They will eat with you by inheritance in the middle of the tribes of Israel. 23 And they will be in a tribe of sojourners among the sojourners with them. There you will give an inheritance to them,’ says the Lord God. 




The Borders of the Tribes

48 “ ‘And these are the names of the tribes from the beginning toward the north along the part of the descent that divides to the entrance of the court of Hamath, court of Elam, the border of Damascus toward the north, along the side of Hamath’s court. And the regions to the east as far as to the west will be for them: of Dan, one portion. 2 And from the borders of Dan, the regions to the east as far as the regions to the west: of Asher, one portion. 3 And from the borders of Asher from the regions to the east as far as the regions to the west: of Naphtali, one portion. 4 And from the borders of Naphtali from east as far as the regions to the west: of Manasseh, one portion. 5 And from the borders of Manasseh from the regions to the east as far as the regions to the west: of Ephraim, one portion. 6 And from the borders of Ephraim from the regions to the east as far as the regions to the west: of Reuben, one portion. 7 And from the borders of Reuben from the regions to the east as far as the regions to the west: of Judah, one portion.’ 

8 “ ‘And from the borders of Judah from the regions to the east he will remain. There will be a firstfruit of what is set apart, twenty-five thousand wide and its length like one of the portions of those to the east and as far as the west, and that which is holy will be in the middle of them, 9 the firstfruit which they will separate for the Lord, twenty-five thousand long and twenty-five thousand wide. 10 The firstfruit of the sanctuary will belong to these people: for the priests, to the north twenty-five thousand and to the west ten thousand and to the south twenty-five thousand, and the mountain of the sanctuary will be in the middle of it. 11 To the sanctified priests, the sons of Zadok who kept the watches over the house, who were not led astray when the sons of Israel erred, the way the Levites were led astray, 12 also to them will the firstfruit be given from the regions of the land, a holy of holies from the borders of the Levites. 13 And for the Levites will be the parts next to the borders of the priests, twenty-five thousand long, and ten thousand wide—all twenty-five thousand long, and twenty thousand wide. 14 Nothing from it will be sold, and it will not be measured, and the firstfruits of the land not be removed, because it is holy to the Lord. 15 And the remaining five thousand wide by twenty-five thousand long will be an outer wall for the city, for dwelling and for an interval for it, and the city will be in the middle of it. 16 And these are its dimensions, from the sides to the north four thousand five hundred, and from the sides to the south four thousand five hundred; from the sides to the east four thousand five hundred, and from the sides to the west four thousand five hundred. 17 And there will be a space for the city to the north two hundred and fifty, and to the south two hundred and fifty, and to the east two hundred and fifty, and to the west two hundred and fifty. 18 And the remainder of the length that is next to the firstfruits of the sanctuary, ten thousand to the east and ten thousand to the west. And they will be the firstfruit of what is holy, and its produce will be for bread for those who work in the city. 19 And those who work in the city will work in it from all the tribes of Israel. 20 All the firstfruit will be twenty-five thousand by twenty-five thousand; you shall separate a square of it, the beginning of what is holy, from the property of the city. 21 And the remainder is for the prince from this and that from the firstfruits of what is holy, and for the possession of the city about twenty-five thousand long, as far as the borders of those to the east to the west about twenty five thousand as far as the borders of those to the west, next to the portions of the prince; and the firstfruits of the holy places and the sanctuary of the house will be in the middle of it. 22 And from the Levites some of the property of the city will be in the middle of the princes’ properties between the borders of Judah and between the borders of Benjamin; it will be the princes.’ 

23 “ ‘And the remainder of the tribes, from the regions to the east as far as the regions to the west: of Benjamin, one portion. 24 And from the borders of Benjamin from the regions to the east as far as the regions to the west: of Simeon, one portion. 25 And from the borders of Simeon from the regions to the east as far as the regions to the west: of Issachar, one portion. 26 And from the borders of Issachar from the regions to the east as far as the regions to the west: of Zebulun, one portion. 27 And from the borders of Zebulun from the regions to the east as far as the regions to the west: of Gad, one portion. 28 And from the borders of Gad as far as the regions toward the southwest and its borders will be from Teman and the water of Meribath-kadesh, an inheritance as far as the Great Sea. 29 This is the land that you shall cast by lot for the tribes of Israel, and these are their divisions,’ says the Lord God. 30 ‘And these are the exits of the city, which are to the north, four thousand five hundred cubits by measure. 31 And the gates of the city shall be called by the names of the tribes of Israel, three gates to the north: Reuben’s gate one and Judah’s gate one and Levi’s gate one. 32 And the regions to the east four thousand five hundred cubits, and three gates: Joseph’s gate one and Benjamin’s gate one and Dan’s gate one. 33 And the regions to the south four thousand five hundred cubits by measure, and three gates: Simeon’s gate one and Issachar’s gate one and Zebulun’s gate one. 34 And the regions to the west four thousand five hundred cubits by measure, and three gates: Gad’s gate one and Asher’s gate one and Naphtali’s gate one. 35 Its circumference is eighteen thousand. And the name of the city: its name will be from the day it was created.” ’ ” 





DANIEL




Daniel’s Resolve

1 In the third year of King Jehoiakim of Judah, after Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had arrived at Jerusalem, he began to besiege it. 2 And the Lord gave it into his hand along with Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, and a part of the holy vessels of the Lord. And he took them away to Babylon in the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he stored the vessels in the temple of his god. 3 And the king told Ashpenaz, his own chief eunuch, to bring him some of the sons of the leading men of Israel and some of the royal line and some of the nobles, 4 unblemished young men and handsome in appearance and well versed in all skills and wisdom and sound judgment and skilled in letters and language and prudent and clever and wise and having great ability and aptitude, so that they could function in the house of the king. And he commanded him to instruct them in the literature and language of the Chaldeans 5 and to supply them a share from the house of the king each day and from the royal table and from the wine that the king drinks and to thoroughly educate them for three years and afterwards to make them stand before the king. 

6 Now there were from among the race of the sons of Israel those who were from the tribe of Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah. 7 And the chief of the eunuchs assigned names to them: to Daniel, Belshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; and to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. 

8 Now Daniel thought carefully in his conscience as to how he would not defile himself by the food provisions of the king and by the wine drinks, so he entreated the chief of the eunuchs in order that he would not disgrace himself. 9 Now the Lord had given Daniel favor and grace before the chief of the eunuchs. 10 And then the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord, the king, who ordered your food and your drink, lest he may see your faces deteriorating and weakened compared to those who are being nourished with you, young men of other nationalities, and so I will be put into grave danger with respect to my own life.” 11 And Daniel said to Ashpenaz, who had been appointed by the chief of the eunuchs over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12 “Indeed, test your servants for ten days, and let us be given some edible vegetables and seeds from the land so that we may gulp them down and drink water. 13 And if our appearance should seem to turn away beside the other young men who are eating from the royal provisions, then deal with your servants just as you want.” 14 And so he dealt with them according to this manner and tested them for ten days. 15 And after these ten days their countenance appeared fair and healthy and the appearance of their flesh better than that of the other young men who were eating the royal provisions. 16 And so Ashpenaz proceeded to take away their provisions and their wine and gave them in place of it some edible vegetables and seeds. 17 And so the Lord gave to these young men knowledge and understanding and prudence and insight in every literature and language and skill, also to Daniel he gave understanding in all matters pertaining to a vision and also to dreams as well as in all aspects of wisdom. 

18 And after these days, the king had commanded to bring them in, so they were brought in by the chief of the eunuchs to king Nebuchadnezzar. 19 And so the king conversed with them and there was not found among them wise men equal to Daniel and Hananiah and Mishael and Azariah, and they were placed beside the king. 20 And so in every topic, both in understanding and learning, concerning whatever he inquired about from them, the king found them more wise and skilled ten times beyond the sophists and the philosophers who were in his entire kingdom. And the king honored them and set them in place as administrators and proclaimed them to be wise and skilled beyond all his wise and skilled men in matters throughout all his land and throughout his kingdom. 21 And Daniel was there until the first year of the kingdom of Cyrus, king of Persia. 




A Vision of a Colossal Image

2 Now in the second year of the dominion of Nebuchadnezzar, it happened that the king fell into visions and dreams. And he became troubled by his dream, and his sleep was taken from him. 2 And the king commanded to bring in the enchanters and the magicians and the sorcerers of the Chaldeans to declare to the king his dreams. And when they were present, they stood in the presence of the king. 3 Then the king said to them, “I have seen a dream and my spirit is stirred up. Therefore, I want to find out the dream.” 4 And the Chaldeans responded to the king in Aramaic, “Lord king, live for eternity! Reveal your dream to your servants, and we will indeed explain to you its interpretation.” 5 And responding, the king said to the Chaldeans, “The word has since turned away from me. If you do not reveal the dream accurately to me, and the interpretation of this dream you do not make clear to me, then you will be shamed, and your possessions will be confiscated for the king’s treasury. 6 But if you make clear to me the dream and the interpretation of this dream you clearly reveal, then you will receive gifts of all sorts and you will be honored by me. So make clear to me the dream and render a discerning judgment.” 7 But they replied a second time, saying, “O King, say to us the thing you saw, and your servants will render a discerning judgment concerning these things.” 8 Then the king said to them, “In truth I perceive that you are stalling for time, inasmuch as you have seen that the matter has gone forth from me. Just as I have declared, just so it will be. 9 If you do not reveal the dream accurately to me and the interpretation of this dream you do not make clear, you will incur death. You have together conspired to speak deceitful words to me until the situation is altered. Now therefore, if you declare to me the matter which I have seen during the night, then I will know that indeed you should make known the interpretation of this dream.” 10 Then the Chaldeans replied on the matter of the king, “No one from among human beings upon the earth will be able to relate to the king that which he has seen. Just as you, on your part, are asking; indeed, not any king or any ruler has inquired of any wise man or magician or Chaldean concerning such a matter as this. 11 Indeed, the thing which you are seeking, O King, is deep and heavy and astonishing. And there is no one who will demonstrate these things to the king except some angel of whom a dwelling place is not with any of humankind, for which reason it is not possible for this to happen as you imagine.” 

12 Then the king, becoming gloomy and deeply depressed, commanded them to escort out all the wise men of Babylon. 13 And it was decreed to kill all the wise men, and Daniel and all those with him were sought out for the purpose of destroying them. 14 Then Daniel responded with counsel and advice, which he held to Arioches, to the chief of the king’s royal guard, whom he had commanded to go out to destroy the sophists of Babylon. 15 And he inquired of him, saying, “Ruler of the king, why is there such a harsh decree going forth from the king?” Then Arioches made known the command to Daniel. 16 But Daniel went in quickly to the king and respectfully entreated of him that some time be given to him from the king, and he would make everything clear before the king. 

17 Then Daniel, after departing to his house, he informed Hananiah and Mishael and Azariah, his companions, about everything. 18 And he declared a fast and supplication, and that help be sought after from the Lord Most High concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and those with him would not be given over to destruction together with the wise men of Babylon. 19 At that time the mystery of the king was revealed clearly to Daniel in a vision in the same night. Then Daniel blessed the Lord Most High. And crying out, he said, 

20 “The name of the great Lord will be blessed for eternity, 

because wisdom and greatness are his. 

21 Indeed, he changes appointed times and durations of time, 

removing kings and establishing, 

giving to the wise wisdom 

and understanding to those having knowledge and skill. 

22 He reveals deep things and obscure things 

and knows the things in the darkness, 

and the things in the light 

and beside him is a resting place. 

23 And to you, O Lord of my fathers, 

I acknowledge and praise, 

because wisdom and prudence and insight 

you have given to me. 

And now, at this very time, 

you have clearly indicated to me 

whatever things I have entreated of you 

to make clear to the king concerning these things.” 

24 So when Daniel had gone to Arioches, the man appointed by the king to kill all the sophists of Babylon, he said to him, “Do not destroy the sophists of Babylon! But lead me to the king, and I will make everything clear to the king.” 25 Then Arioches led Daniel with haste to the king and said to him, “I have found a wise man from the captives of the sons of Judah who will make everything clear to the king!” 26 And responding, the king said to Daniel, who is called Belshazzar in Chaldean, “Are you able to show and explain to me the dream that I saw and the interpretation of this?” 

27 And Daniel, crying out before the king, said, “The mystery that the king has seen, its interpretation is not with the wise and learned and sorcerers and charmers and soothsayers. 28 But there exists a God in the heavens who reveals mysteries, who has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar things that must take place at the end of days, 29 and he who reveals mysteries showed to you things that are bound to take place. 30 But with respect to me, it is not because of any wisdom that resides in me beyond all humans that this mystery was made clear, but for the purpose of making it known to the king it was shown to me, the things you took up in your mind, for understanding. 31 Indeed you yourself, O king, saw and look, a single image, and that image was very great. And its appearance, being surpassing, stood before you, and the appearance of the image was fearful. 32 Now the head of it was of fine gold, the chest and the arms of silver, and the belly and thighs were of bronze. 33 And the legs were of iron, and the feet, a part partly of iron and a part partly of clay. 34 You looked until a stone was cut out of a mountain without hands, and it struck the image upon its feet of iron and clay and pulverized them. 35 Then the iron and the earthen elements and the brass and the silver and the gold became pulverized pieces all at once, and they became as if they were fine pieces of chaff on a threshing floor. And the wind blew them so that nothing was left of them. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and struck the whole earth. 36 This is the dream; and now its judgment we will relate before the king. 

37 “You, O king, are the king of kings, and to you the Lord of the heavens has given the authority and the kingdom and the might and the honor and the glory. 38 All the inhabited earth of humans and of the wild beasts and of the winged creatures of the heavens and of the fish of the sea he has put under your hand to exercise dominion over everything. You are the golden head. 39 Now after you will arise a kingdom inferior to you, and then a third kingdom, a bronze one that will exercise dominion over all the earth. 40 And a fourth kingdom, mighty as iron. Just as the iron overpowered everything, and as the iron destroyed every tree, so all the earth will be shaken. 41 And as you looked at its feet and its toes, a part partly of earthenware, a part partly of iron, another kingdom, made of two parts, will be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed up together with the clay of an earthen vessel. 42 And as for the toes of the feet, a certain part was iron and a certain part was of potter’s clay. And a certain part of the kingdom will be strong and a certain part will be broken. 43 And as you saw the iron mixed up together with the clay of an earthen vessel, they will be comingled into the offspring of humans, and they will not be comingled in harmony nor will they be favorably inclined toward one another, even just as the iron is not able to be mixed with the clay of an earthen vessel. 

44 “And in the time of those kings, the God of the heavens will make another kingdom stand that will last into the eternities, and it will not be destroyed. And this kingdom, with respect to another people, will not be permitted, but it will strike and abolish these kingdoms. And this kingdom will stand firm for eternity. 45 Whereas you saw a stone cut out of a mountain without hands, and it crushed to powder the earthen elements, the iron, and the brass, and the silver, and the gold, so the great God has shown to the king the things that will happen during the last days. And accurate is the dream and reliable is the judgment of this.” 

46 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king, falling upon the face of the ground, bowed before Daniel and ordered sacrifices and libations to be presented to him. 47 And the king cried out to Daniel, saying, “Your God is certainly a God of gods and Lord of kings, one who alone discloses hidden mysteries, because you were able to clearly make known this mystery.” 48 Then King Nebuchadnezzar, when he had extolled Daniel and presented great and many gifts, he established him over the administration of Babylon and appointed him as overseer and head of all the wise men of Babylon. 49 And Daniel entreated the king in order that they would set up over the administration of Babylon Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And Daniel was in the royal court. 




The Fiery Furnace

3 In the eighteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, when he was governing cities and territories and even all the inhabitants on the earth, from India to Ethiopia, he constructed a golden image, its height was sixty cubits and its width was six cubits. And he set it up in the plain that encircles the territory of Babylon. 2 Now Nebuchadnezzar, king of kings and ruler of the whole inhabited world, sent to gather together all the peoples and tribes and tongues, satraps, commanders, regional governors and highest officials, administrators, and those in authority according to each territory and all those according to where they lived to come to the dedication of the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

3 Then the consuls, commanders, governors, those going before the great tyrants in authority, and all the rulers of territories gathered so as to come to the consecration of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had established. And those specified in writing stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had established. 4 And the herald made a proclamation to the peoples, “You are charged, O nations and territories, peoples and languages, 5 whenever you hear the sound of the trumpet, pipe, and cithara, stringed instrument and lyre, psaltery, and every kind of musical instrument, you are to fall down and bow before the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar set up. 6 Now, anyone who does not fall down and bow, in that same hour they will cast him into the furnace that is aflame with fire!” 7 And at the appointed time, when the sound of the trumpet, pipe and also the lyre, stringed instrument, and also the harp and every sound of musical instruments was heard by all the peoples, having prostrated themselves, all the peoples, tribes, and languages did obeisance to the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up in front of them. 

8 At that time, after coming forward, some Chaldeans accused the Judeans. 9 And taking up their case, they said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O lord the king, live for eternity! 10 You, O king, commanded and so ruled that any person who hears the sound of the trumpet, pipe, and also stringed instrument, the lyre, and harp, and every sound of musical instruments, must fall down and bow before the golden image. 11 And whoever does not fall down and bow will be thrown into the furnace aflame with fire. 12 Now there are certain men, Judeans whom you have placed over the territory of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, those people did not honor your command, and they did not serve your idol and they did not bow before your golden image that you set up.” 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, inflamed with rage, commanded them to lead in Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then the people were led to the king. 14 And when King Nebuchadnezzar saw them, he said to them, “For what reason, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, did you not serve my gods nor bow before the golden image that I set up? 15 And now, if you are prepared, at the same time that you hear the trumpet, pipe, and also the lyre, stringed instrument, and harp and symphony and every sound of musical instruments, fall down to reverence the golden image that I have set up. But if not, then know that if you do not bow before it, immediately you will be thrown into the furnace aflame with fire, and what manner of god will rescue you from my hands?” 

16 But responding, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego said to the king, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to reply to you concerning this command. 17 There is indeed one God in the heavens, our Lord, whom we fear, and who is able to deliver us out of the burning of the fiery furnace and out of your hands, O king; he will rescue us. 18 And then it will be clear to you, O king, that we will neither engage your idol by bowing, nor are we going to bow before your golden image that you have set up!” 

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, and the features of his face were altered upon Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And he gave an order to ignite the furnace seven times beyond what it was accustomed to kindle it. 20 And he ordered strong men from those in his force, after binding their feet, to throw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into the furnace aflame with fire. 21 Then those men were bound with their feet tied together, and having their sandals, and their headdresses upon their heads, along with their clothing, they were thrown into the burning furnace of fire. 22 And since the command of the king was so urgent, and the furnace was heated more than was usual by seven times, and the men who had been appointed and had bound them hand and foot and had brought them up to the furnace cast them into it. 23 Therefore, the flame going out from the furnace set on fire the men hindering those with Azariah and killed them. But they were preserved. 

24 In this manner, therefore, Hananiah and Azariah and Mishael prayed, and they sang to the Lord when the king commanded them to be thrown into the furnace. 25 And standing still, Azariah prayed in this manner, and when he opened his mouth he acknowledged the Lord together with his companions in the middle of the blazing fire, the furnace having been ignited by the Chaldeans very much with fire, and they said, 

26 “Blessed are you, O Lord, God of our fathers, and to be praised, 

and glorious is your name into the eternities! 

27 For you are righteous concerning all the things you have done to us, 

and all your works are true, 

and your paths are right, 

and all your judgments are truthful. 

28 And you have carried out accurate judgments 

according to all the things you have brought upon us, 

and upon your holy city, 

the city of our fathers, Jerusalem, 

because in truth and in justice 

you have done all these things on account of our sins. 

29 For we have sinned in every way, 

and acted lawlessly by moving away from you, 

and we have done grievous wrong in every way. 

30 And we have not listened to the commandments of your law. 

Neither have we closely observed 

nor have we acted according to what you commanded to us, 

in order that it may go well for us. 

31 And now, everything, whatsoever you have brought against us, 

and everything, whatsoever you have done to us, 

you have acted in truthful judgment. 

32 Now you have given us over into the hands of our enemies, 

lawless and hostile rebels, 

and to an unrighteous king, 

even to the most wicked king in all the earth. 

33 And so now it is not permitted for us to open our mouth. 

Dishonor and disgrace has come to your servants, 

even those worshiping you. 

34 Do not utterly give us over on account of your name, 

and do not turn from your covenant. 

35 And do not remove your mercy from us on account of Abraham, 

the one loved by you, 

and on account of your servant Isaac 

and your holy one Israel. 

36 Just as you told them, 

saying that you would multiply their seed 

as the stars of the heavens in abundance 

and as the sand along the shore of the sea. 

37 For, O Master, we have been reduced 

more than any of the peoples, 

and we are humbled throughout the whole earth today 

because of our sins. 

38 Now there is not at this time a ruler nor a prophet 

nor a leader nor a whole burnt offering nor any offering 

nor gifts nor an incense sacrifice nor a place to give an offering before you 

and thus to find mercy. 

39 Yet, with a soul shattered and a spirit made low, 

we might be accepted, 

40 just as though we came with whole burnt offerings of rams and bulls, 

and just as though we came with myriads of fat lambs. 

So may our sacrifice be before you today, 

also to atone behind you, 

since there is no shame for those who put confidence in you 

and completely follow you. 

41 And now, we follow you earnestly with our whole heart, 

and we fear you, 

and we seek your face; 

42 do not shame us! 

But have mercy with us according to your goodness 

and according to the abundance of your compassion. 

43 And rescue us in accordance with your wonderful acts, 

and give honor to your name, O Lord. 

44 And may they be shamed, 

all those who show forth against your servants their evil acts. 

And may they be discredited from having any power, 

and may their authority be shattered! 

45 Let them know that you alone are the Lord God, 

and notable and glorious over the whole inhabited world.” 

46 And those who threw them into the furnace, the servants of the king, those who were stoking the furnace, did not cease. And when they were casting the three at once, into the furnace, and as the furnace was blazing hot in accordance with its increased sevenfold heat, and when they cast them in, those casting them in were above them, but those who fed the fire were below them with naphtha and flax and pitch and brushwood. 47 Then the flame shot forth high above the furnace by over forty-nine cubits. 48 And so it broke out of control and burned those it reached from around the furnace from the Chaldeans. 49 But a divine being of the Lord descended at the same time to the ones around Azariah, into the furnace, and dispersed the flame of fire from the furnace. 50 Then he made the middle of the furnace like a moist wind gently whistling, so that it did not touch them at all; and the fire did not cause pain and did not trouble them. 51 And lifting up their voices, the three, as if out of one mouth, sang praises and extolled and praised and exalted God within the furnace, saying, 

52 “Blessed are you, O Lord God of our fathers, 

and praiseworthy and to be exalted into the eternities. 

And blessed is your glorious name, holy and praiseworthy, 

and to be exalted exceedingly into all eternities. 

53 Blessed are you within the temple of your holy glory, 

and to be highly exalted and wholly glorious into the eternities! 

54 Blessed are you upon the throne of glory of your kingdom, 

and to be praised and exceedingly exalted into the eternities! 

55 Blessed are you, the one who sees into the abyss, 

who sits upon the cherubim, 

and are to be praised and magnified into the eternities! 

56 Blessed are you in the firmament of the heavens, 

and to be praised and magnified into the eternities! 

57 Bless, O all works of the Lord, the Lord, 

praise and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

58 Bless, O angels of the Lord, the Lord; 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

59 Bless, O heavens, the Lord, 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

60 Bless, O waters and all above the heavens, the Lord; 

praise and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

61 Bless, O all the power and hosts of the Lord, the Lord; 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

62 Bless, O sun and the moon, the Lord; 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the ages! 

63 Bless, O stars of the heavens, the Lord; 

praise and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

64 Bless, O all storms and dew, the Lord; 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

65 Bless, O all winds, the Lord; 

praise and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

66 Bless, O fire and scorching heat, the Lord; 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

67 Bless, O shivering cold and cutting cold weather, the Lord; 

praise and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

68 Bless, O gentle dew and swirling snowstorm, the Lord; 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

69 Bless, the Lord, O frost and cold, 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

70 Bless, O hoar-frost and snow, the Lord; 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

71 Bless, O night time and day time, the Lord; 

sing a hymn and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

72 Bless, O light and darkness, the Lord; 

praise and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

73 Bless, O flashing lightning and stirring clouds, the Lord; 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

74 Bless, O earth, the Lord; 

sing forth and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

75 Bless, O mountain heights and high places of the hills, the Lord; 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

76 Bless, O everything that springs forth upon the earth, the Lord; 

sing a hymn and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

77 Bless, O rainstorms and running waters, the Lord; 

praise and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

78 Bless, O seas and rivers, the Lord; 

sing a hymn and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

79 Bless, O huge creatures of the sea 

and everything that moves in waters, the Lord; 

praise and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

80 Bless, O all the winged creatures of the heavens, the Lord; 

sing a hymn and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

81 Bless, O four-footed animals and beasts of the earth, the Lord; 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

82 Bless, O sons of humans, the Lord; 

laud and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

83 Bless, O Israel, the Lord; 

sing a hymn and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

84 Bless, O priests, the Lord; 

praise and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

85 Bless, O servants, the Lord; 

sing a hymn and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

86 Bless, O spirits and souls of the righteous, the Lord; 

praise and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

87 Bless, O holy and low ones in your heart, the Lord; 

sing a hymn and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

88 Bless, O Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael, the Lord; 

praise and exalt him exceedingly into the eternities! 

For he has taken us out of Hades, 

and has saved us from the hand of death, 

and has rescued us from the middle of the raging flame, 

and from the fire he delivered us! 

89 Acknowledge and give thanks to the Lord, 

For he is good, for his mercy continues into the eternities! 

90 Bless, all those who worship the Lord, God of the gods; 

sing a hymn and acknowledge him fully, 

for his mercy continues into the ages, 

even into the age of eternities!” 

91 aThen it happened, when the king heard their singing and, standing by, he gazed at them alive, at that moment King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished, and he proceeded with haste and addressed his friends, “Did we not throw three men, having been bound, into the middle of the fire?” And they said to the king, “Truly, O king!” 92 And the king said, “Look, I see four unbound men walking about in the fire and no harm has come to them, and the outward appearance of the fourth is similar to an angel of a god!” 93 And the king, after having come to the door of the furnace blazing with fire, summoned them by name, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God of gods, come out from the fire!” So, therefore, the men came out from the middle of the fire. 94 And the highest officials, governors of regions, and influential heads of families and the closest friends of the king gathered together and looked closely at the people, because the fire had not touched their bodies, and their hair was not burned up, and their sandals were not affected, not even a scent of fire was on them. 

95 And, continuing to respond, King Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed is the Lord of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who sent out his angel, and delivered his servants who hoped in him, for they set aside the command of the king and gave their bodies over for burning, so they would not serve or worship a god different from their own god. 96 And now, I render a judgment that any people and any nations and any languages who may blaspheme against the Lord, the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, will be dismembered, and his house will be confiscated, because there is no other god who is able to deliver in such a manner as this.” 97 In this way, therefore, the king granted authority to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and, having given over the entire region of the territory, he established them as chief administrators. 

98 King Nebuchadnezzar, to all the peoples, tribes, and languages who dwell in all the land, May peace be multiplied to you. 99 The signs and wonders that God Most High did with me, it pleases me to announce to you 100 since they are great and mighty. His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his authority lasts from generation to generation. 




The Humiliation of Nebuchadnezzar

4 In the eighteenth year of the dominion of Nebuchadnezzar, he said, 

“I was prospering peacefully in my house, 

and I was flourishing upon my throne. 

2 I saw a dream and became concerned, 

and fearful dread fell upon me. 

7 I was sleeping upon my bed, 

and look, a high tree was growing upon the earth, 

and its appearance was huge, 

and there was not another tree like it. 

8 And its appearance was great. 

Its crown draws near to the heavens, 

and the top of it up to the clouds, 

filling the things under the heavens. 

The sun and the moon were dwelling in it, 

and they shined on all the earth. 

9 The branches of it were long, about thirty stadia, 

and under it all the beasts of the earth found shade, 

and in it the winged creatures of the heavens nested; 

its fruit was abundant and healthy, 

and it provided for all living things. 

10 I was observing in my sleep and look, an angel was sent forth with authority from the heavens, 11 and he shouted out and said concerning it, 

“Cut it down and destroy it, 

for it is commanded by the Most High 

to root out and render it useless.” 

12 And thus he ordered, 

“Root it out, but let one root remain from it in the earth 

so that it might feed on grass just like cattle 

with the beasts of the earth in the mountainous regions, 

13 and let his body be changed by the dew of the heavens for the worst, 

and for seven years let him feed along with them, 

14 until he realizes that the Lord of the heavens has authority over all things, 

all in the heavens and all upon the earth, 

and whatsoever he wants to do he does in them. 

14a It was chopped down in front of me in one day, 

and its destruction was in one hour of the day. 

And its branches were given to every wind, 

and it was dragged and thrown down. 

And he ate the grass of the earth. 

And he was given over to the prison, 

and he was bound by them in shackles and in bronze handcuffs.” 

I was very astonished at these things, 

and my sleep departed from my eyes. 

15 Then after I arose in the early morning from my bed, I summoned Daniel, overseer of the wise men and the leader of those who render judgments concerning dreams. And I described the dream in detail to him, and he clearly set forth to me the whole significance of it. 

16 And Daniel was greatly amazed and the real meaning of the thing alarmed him. And, alarmed, with trembling taking him, and his appearance altered, and with a disturbed head, and for a time astonished, he answered me with a humble voice, “O king, may this dream come against those who hate you, and the interpretation of it come against your enemies! 17 The tree planted in the earth, whose appearance was great, you are the tree, O king. 18 And all the winged creatures of the heavens that were nesting in it; the might of the earth and of the nations and the tongues of all unto the ends of the earth and all the territories now serve you. 19 And the exalted growth of that tree and its reaching toward the heavens and the top of it touching the clouds: You, O king, have been exalted above all humans who are on the entire face of the earth. You have lifted up your heart by arrogance and prosperity toward the holy one and his angels. Your works have appeared, as you have devastated the house of the living God because of the sins of the holy people. 20 And the vision that you saw, that an angel in a strong voice was sent from the Lord, and that he ordered to remove the tree and to cut it down: the judgment of the great God will come against you. 21 And the Most High and his angels are pursuing against you. 22 They will lead you away under guard and into a desolate place they will send you away. 23 And the root of the tree that was permitted to remain given that it was not rooted out indicates that the place of your throne will be maintained for you during a time and a season. Look, they are ready for you and they will whip you and they will administer judgments against you. The Lord dwells in the heavens and his authority extends throughout the whole earth. 24 Entreat him concerning your sins and atone for all your injustices, showing mercy, so that goodness may be granted to you, and that you may continue to be upon the throne of your kingdom for many days, and that you will not perish. Love doing these things, for my word is true, and your duration will be completed in full.” 

25 And at the completion of these assertions, Nebuchadnezzar, as he heard the judgment of the dream, he held those matters in his mind. 26 Now after twelve months, the king was walking around upon the walls of the city with all its splendor and walking through its towers, 27 and speaking out he asserted, “This is the great Babylon that I myself have built, and it will be called my royal house by my strong might for the honoring of my splendor.” 

28 While the word was still in the mouth of the king, and upon the completion of his statement, he heard a voice that came from the heavens, “Concerning you it is asserted, O King Nebuchadnezzar, that the kingdom of Babylon is taken away from you and is given to another person, to a scorned person in your house. Look, I am setting him up over your kingdom, and he will receive your authority and your honor and your delightful luxuries, so that you may know that the God of the heavens holds authority among the dominion of humans, and to whomever he may wish he gives it, as far as the sun rising another king will be cheerful in your house, and he will exercise the might of your splendor and your strength and your authority. 29 And the holy angels will pursue you over seven years, and during that time you will not appear at all, neither will you converse with any person; they will feed you grass just like an ox, and the tender green herbs and grass of the land will be your food. Look, in place of your splendor, they will bind you with chains. Another will possess both your house of soft delicacies and your kingdom. 30 And in good time everything will be fulfilled concerning you, O Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and there will not be left over from any of all these things even one thing that is not done.” 

30a “I, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, was bound fast for seven years. They fed me grass like an ox, and from the tender grass of the earth I ate, and after seven years I gave my soul to prayer, and I presented a petition about my sin before the face of the Lord, the God of the heavens, and concerning my ignorance of the God of gods, the great one, I prayed. 30b And my hair became like the wings of an eagle, my nails like a lion. My flesh and my heart were changed. I walked around naked with the beasts of the earth. I saw a dream and suspicions of me took hold and in time sleep took hold of me, and a great drowsiness fell upon me. 30c And at the completion of the seven years, my time of recovery came, and my sins and acts of my ignorance were brought to an end before the God of the heavens, and I prayed concerning my sins against the great God of gods. And look, an angel addressed me from the heavens, saying, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, serve the holy God of the heavens and give honor to the Most High, for the royal dwelling of your nation is being given back to you.’ 33 At that time my kingdom was restored to me, and my honor was given back to me. 34 I confess and give thanks to the Most High, and I praise the one who created the the heavens and the earth and the seas and the rivers and everything in them. I acknowledge and I praise him, for he alone is God of gods and Lord of lords and King of kings, for he alone produces signs and wonders and alters the appointed times and seasons and durations of time, and removes the dominion of kings and establishes other kings in place of them. 34a From now on, I will serve him, and from the fear of him trembling has taken hold of me, and I praise all the holy ones. For the gods of the nations do not have in themselves power to turn away the kingdom of one king to another king, and to kill, and to make alive, and to make signs and wonders, great and fearful, and to change immensely great matters just as the God of the heavens did with me. And he changed concerning me great matters, all the days of my kingdom, concerning my soul. I will offer fragrant sacrifices to the Most High, to the Lord, and what is acceptable before him I will do, and my people, nation and my territories, those under my authority. And as many as have spoken to the God of the heavens, and as many as might be caught speaking anything, these I will condemn to death.” 

34b And King Nebuchadnezzar wrote a circular letter to all the nations and territories and languages in every place, all who are living in all the territories, generations and generations. “Praise the Lord, the God of the heavens. And bring to him sacrifices and offerings gloriously. I, the king of kings, confess openly, and thank him gloriously, because he has done thus with me. In the same day he seated me upon my throne, and of my authority and my kingdom among my people I prevailed, and my greatness was restored to me. 34c I, King Nebuchadnezzar, to all the nations and all the territories and all those who dwell in them, peace to you be multiplied in all times. And now, I will show you the things that the great God has done with me. And it seemed good to me to show you and your wise men that God exists, and to show you his great wonders. His kingdom is a kingdom for eternity, his authority from generations to generations.” And he sent letters about everything that happened to him in his rule to all the nations, those being under his rule. 




Belshazzar’s Feast

5 King Belshazzar made a great reception in the day of the dedication of his palace. He invited two thousand men. On that day Belshazzar, excited from the wine and boasting, praised all the gods of the nations that are molten and carved in his place. But to God, the Most High, he did not give praise. On the same night fingers like a human came out and wrote upon the wall of his house upon the plaster opposite the lamps, “Mene Phares thekel.” Now the explanation of these words is: “Mene”: “He has been counted”; “Phares”: “He has been removed”; “Thekel”: “He has established.” 1 King Belshazzar held a great feast for his comrades. 2 And so he drank wine, and his heart became arrogant, and he said to bring in the golden vessels and the silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar, his father, had brought from Jerusalem, and to pour wine into them for his friends. 3 And they were brought, and they proceeded to drink from them. 4 And then they honored idols made by their human hands, but indeed, they did not honor the God of eternity, the one who held the life-force of their breath. 

5 At that same moment fingers came forth, as if from the hand of a humans, and they wrote upon the wall of his house, upon the plaster opposite the source of light, in the presence of the king, Belshazzar, and he saw the hand as it wrote. 6 And then his appearance altered, and fear and dread alarmed him. Therefore, the king acted quickly, and he arose and looked closely at the writing, and with his court friends surrounding, he proceeded to boast arrogantly. 7 And the king shouted out with a loud voice to call in the enchanters and sorcerers and Chaldeans and soothsayers so that they could declare the interpretation of the writing. And they came in upon the spectacle to look at the writing, but they were not able to decipher the interpretation of the writing for the king. Then the king published an order, saying, “Any man who shows the interpretation of the writing, I will dress him with purple, and I will place on him a golden armlet and it will be given to him to have authority over a third part of the kingdom.” 8 And when the enchanters and sorcerers and soothsayers came in, then not one was able to explain the interpretation of the writing. 9 Then the king summoned the queen concerning the wonder and informed her about how great it was and that no person was able to explain to the king the interpretation of the writing. 10 Then the queen reminded him about Daniel, who was from the captives of Judah. 11 And then she said to the king, “This person was skilled and wise and excelled all the wise men of Babylon. 12 And there is a holy spirit in him, and in the days of your father, the king, he set forth clearly interpretations of difficult things for Nebuchadnezzar, your father.” 

13 Then Daniel was led into the king and speaking out, the king said to him, 16 “O Daniel, should you be able to show me the interpretation of the writing, then I will dress you with purple and I will place a golden armlet on you and you will hold the authority of a third part of my kingdom.” 17 Then Daniel stood before the writing, and he read it, and so he answered the king, “This is the writing: it is numbered; it has been counted; it is lifted up. So, having written, the hand set down, and this is the interpretation of them. 

23 O king, you held a banquet for your chief friends, and you preceeded to drink wine, and the vessels of the house of the living God were brought to you, and you drank from them, you and your nobles, and you praised all the idols made by the hands of humans, but you did not honor the living God, who holds your breath in his hand, and he gave to you your kingdom, yet you did not honor him nor did you praise him. 26 This is the interpretation of the writing: the duration of your kingdom is numbered; your kingdom is now ceased. 27 It has been cut short and finished. 28 He is giving your kingdom to the Medes and to the Persians.” 29 Then King Belshazzar dressed Daniel with purple and placed a golden armlet upon him and gave him authority over a third part of his kingdom. 30 aThen the interpretation came upon King Belshazzar, and the kingdom was taken from the Chaldeans and was given over to the Medes and the Persians. 31 Then Ahasuerus, the one from among the Medes, received the dominion. 




The Lion’s Den

6 Then Darius, full of days and glorious in old age, also set up one hundred and twenty-seven satraps over his entire kingdom. 2 And he set over them three men as their overseers, and Daniel was one of the three men 3 over all who had authority in the kingdom. And Daniel was clothed with purple, and he was great and highly esteemed before King Darius. He was highly esteemed and skilled and wise, and a holy spirit was in him, and he was prosperous in the business of the king that he was performing. At that time, the king was resolving to set Daniel over all of his kingdom, and the two men whom he had set up with him, and also the one hundred and twenty-seven satraps. 4 And when the king was resolving to set Daniel over his entire kingdom, then they planned a plan and resolution among themselves, the two young leaders with one another, saying that since no sin nor error of ignorance could they find against Daniel, concerning which they could accuse him to the king, 5 then they said, “Come now, let us establish a decree concerning ourselves that any person will not be able to offer a petition and will not be able to seek a request from any god during thirty days except from King Darius. But if he will not, he will die.” They did this in order that they might weaken Daniel before the king, and he would be thrown into the den of lions, for they knew that Daniel prayed and entreated the Lord, his God, three times a day. 6 Then those people came forward and said before the king, 7 “We have established a decree and a statute that any person who prays a prayer or presents any petition at all from any god during thirty days except from King Darius, they will be thrown into the den of lions.”a 9 And so King Darius established and confirmed it. 

10 But when Daniel learned of the decree that he had established, he went over to his window and opened it; it was in the upper part of his house toward Jerusalem. And then he bowed his face three times a day, just as he used to do previously, and he implored his God. 11 And they observed Daniel, and then seized him as he was praying three times during the day each day. 12 Then these people met with the king and said, “O King Darius, did you not establish a decree that any person could not pray a prayer nor shall he present a request from any god during thirty days except from you, O king, and if he does not, he will be thrown into the den of lions?” And the king responded and said to them, “Your assertion is accurate and the decree stands.” 12a And they said to him, “We urge you to swear by the decree of the Medes and the Persians that you will not alter the command nor respect the face and that you will not diminish anything of what was proclaimed, and you will punish the person who did not abide by this decree.” And he said, “Thus I will do, just as you say, and this has been established for me.” 13 Then they said, “Look! We discovered Daniel, your friend, praying and beseeching the face of his God three times during the day.” 14 Then, grieved, the king said to throw Daniel into the den of lions according to the decree that he had established concerning him. Then the king was very much grieved over Daniel and tried to help him by delivering him, until the setting of the sun, from the hands of the satraps. 15 But indeed, he was not able to deliver him from them. 16 And crying out, King Darius addressed Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve continuously three times during the day, he will rescue you out of the hand of the lions until morning. Be courageous!” 

17 At that time Daniel was thrown into the den of lions. And a stone was brought and placed into the entrance of the pit, and the king sealed it by the seal-ring of the king himself, and by the rings of his leading men, so that Daniel would not be lifted up or the king pull him up from the pit. 18 Then the king returned to his palace, and he passed the night fasting, and he was grieved concerning Daniel. At that time the God of Daniel, giving his attention to the situation, closed the mouths of the lions, and they did not harm Daniel. 19 And then King Darius rose up in the early morning and took with himself the satraps. And proceeding up, he stood over the mouth of the den of the lions. 20 Then the king summoned Daniel with a loud voice as he wept and proceeded to say, “O Daniel, are you alive, and has your God, whom you serve continuously, saved you from the lions, so that they have not damaged you?” 

21 Then Daniel heard the loud cry and said, 22 “O king, I am still living. And indeed, God has saved me from the lions, because righteousness in me was found before him, and indeed before you, O king. Neither an error of ignorance nor sin was found in me, but you listened to deceptive humans, and you threw me into the den of the lions to destruction.” 23 Then all the powers assembled and looked at Daniel, that the lions did not harm him. 24 Then the two people who had testified against Daniel, they and their wives and their children, were thrown to the lions, and the lions slew them and crushed their bones. 

25 Then Darius wrote to all the peoples and languages and territories who were living in all his land, saying, 26 “All persons who are in my kingdom, let them reverence and serve the God of Daniel, for he alone is God, who abides and lives unto generations of generations, into eternity. 27 I myself, Darius, will reverence and serve him all my days, for the idols made by hands are not able to deliver as the God of Daniel has delivered Daniel. 28 “And King Darius was added to his family, and Daniel was established over the kingdom of Darius, and Cyrus the Persian received his kingdom.” 




A Vision of Four Beasts

7 In the first year of the reign of King Belshazzar over the territory of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream in his head while lying upon his bed. At that time Daniel wrote down the vision that he saw in a summary report, saying, 2 “Upon my bed I saw in a vision while sleeping at night, and look, four winds of the heavens blew against the great sea. 3 And, indeed, four wild beasts arose out of the sea, each one differing from the other. 4 The first one was like a lioness, but it had feathers just like an eagle. I continued watching until its feathers were plucked and it was lifted up from the earth, and upon human feet it was made to stand, and a human heart was given to it. 5 And indeed, look, after it another wild beast having the likeness of a bear, and upon one side it was made to stand, and three ribs were in its mouth in the middle of its teeth. And in this manner he said, ‘Arise, devour much flesh!’ 

6 “And then after this, as I continued watching, another wild beast, it was just like a leopard, and it had four wings that were stretched out above it, and the beast had four heads. 7 And after these things, as I continued to gaze into the vision during the night, a fourth wild beast, it was terrible, and the fearful dread of it was shocking in its might. It had great iron teeth, and it was devouring and smashing everything around itself with its feet, trampling down, behaving differently from all the wild beasts before it. And it had ten horns. 8 And indeed, many counsels were being given among its horns and look, a different horn sprang up between them, a small one among its horns, and three of the previous horns dried up on account of it. And look, eyes just like human eyes were in this horn, and a mouth speaking great boastful things, and it began to make war against the holy ones. 

9 “I continued to watch until when thrones were set up and the ancient of days was seated, who had a robe just like snow, and the hair of his head was like pure white wool. His throne was like a flame of fire, his wheels a burning fire. 10 A river of fire was drawing, and there proceeded down according to the face of him a river of fire. Thousands of thousands were attending to him, and innumerable myriads attended to him, and a judgment seat was set, and the books were opened. 11 At that time I continued to consider the sound of the arrogant assertions that the horn was uttering, and, as I was looking, the beast was viciously killed and its body destroyed, and it was given over to burning by fire. 12 And he took away their authority from all those around it, and a duration of existence was granted to them, for a time and a season. 13 I continued to watch in a vision of the night, and look, upon the clouds of the heavens, a being like a son of man came, and the ancient of days was present, and his attendants were present with him. 14 Authority and royal honor was granted to him, and all the peoples of the earth according to races, and all honor will be directed to him, and his authority is an eternal authority that will not be removed, and his kingdom is one that will not perish. 

15 “And I, Daniel, was in anguish by the things in the vision during the night. My thoughts were stirring me. 16 I went forward to one of those attendants standing by, and the clear meaning I sought from him about all of these things. And responding, he spoke to me and clearly showed me the significance of the things. 17 These great wild beasts are four kingdoms that will perish from the earth. 18 And it will succeed to the kingdom, the holy ones of the Most High and possess the kingdom until the eternity of eternities! 

19 “Then I wanted to learn accurately about the fourth beast that was utterly destroying everything, and was exceedingly terrifying, and look, its teeth were iron and its claws bronze, and these were tearing apart everything all around it, and it was walking with its feet. 20 And about the ten horns upon its head and concerning the one other that grew up and on account of it, three others fell away, and the horn that had eyes and a mouth uttering great boastful things, and its appearance was greatly different from the others. 21 And, as I continued to watch, that horn brought war against the holy ones and put them to flight. 22 This continued until the ancient of days came and rendered judgment for the saints of the Most High. And the appointed time arrived, and the saints possessed the kingdom. 23 And it was explained to me about that fourth beast. There will be a fourth kingdom upon the earth that will spread across the whole earth, and he will eat the whole earth and stir it up and demolish it. 24 And the ten horns from that kingdom are ten kings who will be established, and another king will be established after these. And he will excel in and spread evil beyond the former kings, and he will bring low three kings. 25 And he will even speak words against the Most High, and he will wear out the holy ones of the Most High, and he will attempt to alter set times and customs, and all of these things will be given over into his hands during a period of time and of times and of half a time. 26 Then the judgment will be established, and they will abolish his authority, and they will resolve to declare him defiled, and to utterly destroy him completely forever. 27 Then the kingdom and the authority and the majesty of them, and the dominion of all under the kingdoms of the heavens, he gave to the holy people of the Most High to rule an eternal kingdom. And all authority will be placed under him, and they will obey him until the overthrow of the word. 28 I myself, Daniel, with very much astonishment, was overcome, and my emotional condition was in turmoil within me, and I held the matter in my heart.” 




A Vision of a Ram and a He-goat

8 In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar, a vision appeared, which I, Daniel, saw after I saw the previous one. 2 Then I saw in the vision of my dream. When I was in the city Susa, which is in the territory of the Elamites, and I saw in a vision while I was still by the Gate of Elam, 3 when I looked up, I saw a large ram standing before the gate, and it had horns, and the horns were high, and one was higher than the other one, and the higher one was going up. 4 And after these things I saw the ram as it pushed toward the east and toward the north and toward the west and the south. And all the wild beasts did not stand behind it, and there was no one to deliver them from its hands. And it continued to do as it wanted, and it was highly exalted. 

5 And I was giving my attention to this, and look, a he-goat from among the goats began to come from the west over the face of the earth, and there was on the he-goat one notable horn between its eyes. 6 Then it came up to the ram that had the horns, which I had seen standing by the gate, and it ran toward it with fierce anger. 7 And I saw it approach against the ram, and it was enraged against it, and it struck the ram and shattered its two horns, and no longer was there any strength left in the ram to stand up against the he-goat. And it smote it upon the earth and crushed it, and there was no one to deliver the ram from the he-goat. 8 Then the he-goat from among the goats prevailed very much, and when it had grown powerful, its great horn was broken, and four different horns came up after it toward the four winds of the heavens. 9 Then out of one of them sprang up a strong horn, and it exercised power and struck to the south and to the east and to the north. 10 And it was exalted up to the stars of the heavens, and it was thrown down upon the earth among the stars, and some of them were trampled down 11 until the commander-in-chief will rescue the captives. And on account of him the landmarks from eternity were thrown down, and the place of them and their sacrifice was taken away. And he put it to the ground upon the earth, and they prospered and succeeded, and the holy place will be made desolate. 12 And the sinful acts came to fruition against the sacrifice, and righteousness was thrown to the ground, and he proceeded to act, and he prospered. 13 And I was listening as another holy being was speaking, and another holy person said to the certain person who was speaking, “How long will the vision take place, and the sacrifice taken away, and the sinful rebellion to desolation that has caused a surrender, and the holy things be given over to desolation to be profaned?” 14 And he said to him, “During two thousand and three hundred days, evenings and mornings, and then the holy place will be cleansed.” 

15 And it happened, while I, Daniel, was watching, I was trying to concentrate on the vision, and look, there stood before me, as it were, an appearance of a human. 16 And I heard a human voice between the Ulai, and he summoned and said to Gabriel, “Instruct that man concerning the vision!” And crying out the human said, “The prophetic vision is in response to this command.” 17 And he came and stood close by where I was standing. And while he was coming, I became bewildered and fell to my face. And he said to me, “Understand thoroughly, son of man, for this vision is yet for the duration of an appointed time.” 

18 And as he was speaking with me, I fell asleep with my face to the ground, and when he touched me, he raised me upon that place. 19 And he said to me, “Look, I am announcing to you the things that will happen at the time of the end of the destructive wrath against the sons of your people. There remains yet for a period of an appointed time for the conclusion of these things. 20 The ram that you saw that had the horns represents the king of the Medes and of the Persians. 21 And the he-goat from the goats is the king of the Greeks, and the great horn between his eyes, he is the first king. 22 And when these have been shattered, after him will have arisen four horns. These are four kings from his nations who will arise, but not with their power. 23 And at the time of the end of their dominion, when their sins have been completed, there will arise a bold-faced king with his mind set on riddles. 24 And his might will be established, but not by his strength, and he will effect terrible destruction. And he will succeed and act and despoil mighty men, even the land of the holy people. 25 And his thoughts are against the holy ones, and he will succeed with deception in his hands, and his heart will be lifted up, and through deception he will get rid of many. And he will stand for the destruction of men, and he will act against the assembly of his hand. But he will be stripped. 26 The vision concerning the evening and the morning was found in truth. And now, shut up the vision, for it is yet for many days.” 

27 I, Daniel, was weakened for many days. And after I arose, I began to busy myself again with royal business. Yet I was faint because of the vision, and there was no one who understood it. 




Daniel’s Prayer

9 In the first year of Darius, son of Xerxes, from the race of the Medes, who ruled over the kingdom of the Chaldeans, 2 in the first year of his kingdom, I, Daniel, searched and perceived in the documents the number of years during which would take place the command concerning the land to the prophet Jeremiah to accomplish the fulfillment of the disgrace of Jerusalem, seventy years. 3 So I set my face toward the Lord God to seek in prayer and compassion with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. 

4 And I prayed to the Lord God and made confession and said, “Look, O Lord, you are the great and mighty God, and the fearful one who watches over your covenant and shows compassion to those who love you and to those who keep your commands. 5 We have sinned, we have behaved unjustly, we have acted impiously, and we have turned away, and we have transgressed your commandments and your judgments. 6 And we did not obey your servants, the prophets, with regard to the things they spoke in your name to our kings and to our leaders and to our fathers and to every nation upon the earth. 7 And to you, O Lord, is righteousness, but ours is the shame of our face on this day, to the people of Judah, and to those abiding in Jerusalem, and to all the people of Israel, to the one who is nearby and to the one who is far away among all the territories to which you have scattered them for their sin by which they have trespassed against you. 8 O Master, ours is the shame of our face, and our kings and our leaders and our fathers, for we have wronged you. 9 To the Lord is righteousness and mercy, for we have turned away from you. 10 And we did not obey the voice of the Lord, our God, to follow your law that you presented before Moses and before us, through your servants, the prophets. 11 And all Israel forsook your law and turned away from listening to your voice. And there came upon us the curse and the oath written in the law of Moses, the servant of God, because we sinned against it. 12 And he established for us his commandments concerning everything he spoke to us, and to our judges with respect to the things you have judged us by bringing upon us great destructive acts of such a kind that had not occurred under the heavens the way they have occurred in Jerusalem. 13 According to the things written in the covenant of Moses, every destructive evil has come upon us, and we did not seek the face of the Lord, our God, so as to turn away from our sins and to understand and seek after your righteousness, O Lord. 14 And the Lord God was watchful concerning these evil judgments and has brought this upon us, for righteous is the Lord, our God, with respect to everything, whatever it is, that he does, and we did not obey his voice. 

15 “And now, O Master, O Lord, our God, who led out your people from Egypt with your arm lifted high, and you have acted on behalf of your own name this very day; but we have sinned, we have gone amiss. 16 O Master, according to your righteousness let your anger be turned back and your wrath away from your city, Jerusalem, your holy mountain, for by our sins and by the ignorant errors of our fathers Jerusalem and your people, O Lord, have become a reproach among all those around us. 17 And now listen, O Master, to the plea of your servant and to my prayers and let your face look upon your holy mountain that is desolate for the sake of your servants, O Master. 18 Turn your ears, O Lord, and hear me, open your eyes and look at our desolation and the desolation of your city, upon which your name is placed over it. For it is not with respect to our righteousness that we are making entreaty in our prayers before you, but on the basis of your compassion. O Lord, be gracious. 19 O Lord, listen and act, and do not tarry for your own sake, O Master, for your name is placed upon your city, Zion, and upon your people, Israel.” 

20 And as I was talking, praying and confessing my sins and the sins of my people, Israel, and entreating with prayers before the Lord, my God, and on behalf of the holy mountain of our God, 21 while I was speaking in my prayer, then look, the man whom I had seen in my first sleep, Gabriel, was swiftly coming on. He drew near to me at the time of the evening sacrifice. 22 And he approached and spoke with me and said, “Daniel, I have now come forth to impart understanding to you. 23 At the beginning of your entreaty an order went forth from the Lord, and I have come to show you, for you are one who has received mercy, so understand and grasp the decree given. 24 Seventy sevens have been decreed upon your people and upon the city, Zion, to complete the sin and to deal with the unjust offenses and to wipe away the injustices and to fully understand the vision and to establish eternal righteousness and to complete the visions and the prophet and to be cheerful in the holy of holies. 25 And you will know and understand and be cheerful, and you will find commands to respond, and you will build Jerusalem, the city, for the Lord. 26 And after seven and seventy and sixty-two, an anointed one will be removed, and will not be. And a kingdom from among the nations will despoil the city and the holy place along with the anointed one, and his end will come with destructive anger at the time of the consummation. There will be war upon war. 27 And the covenant will be made strong for many, and it will recover again, and it will be built up in breadth and length. And at the end of the appointed times, and after seventy-seven times and sixty-two years during the set time of the consummation of war, then the desolation will be taken away when the covenant prevails for many weeks. And at the completion of the week, sacrifice and drink-offering will be taken away, and upon the holy place there will be an abomination of desolation until the consummation. And a determined final destruction will be rendered upon the one making desolate.” 




The Heavenly Messenger

10 In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, an oracle was shown to Daniel, who was called by the name Belshazzar. And the vision was true. And the oracle and its great complexity will be understood. And as to the oracle, I perceived it in a vision. 2 In those days I, Daniel, was in the process of mourning for three weeks. 3 I did not eat pleasant tasting bread; neither meat nor wine entered into my mouth. I did not anoint myself with oil until I had completed three weeks of days. 

4 And it happened on the twenty-fourth day of the first month that I was on the bank of the great river, which is the Tigris. 5 And I raised my eyes and looked, and look, there was a person clothed in fine linen and girded with fine linen on his loins and there was light from the middle of him. 6 And his mouth was like the sea, and his face was like an appearance of gleaming light, and his eyes were like torches of fire, and his arms and feet were like gleaming bronze, and the sound of his talking was like the sound of a roaring crowd. 7 And I, Daniel, saw this great vision, but the people who were with me did not see this vision. And great fear fell over them, and they fled in haste. 8 And I was left alone, and I saw this great vision, and there was not left in me any strength. And look, my spirit turned in me, into a state of distress, and I had no strength. 9 And I did not hear the sound of his talking, for I had fallen upon my face to the land. 

10 And look, a hand came forward to me and raised me up on my knees and on the soles of my feet. 11 And he said to me, “Daniel, a man who has received mercy, you are to understand the decrees that I am declaring to you. Now stand in your place, for I am sent to you.” And as he spoke with me concerning this oracle, I stood trembling. 12 And he said to me, “Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your face to examine and to understand and to make yourself low before your Lord God, your petition was heard, and I have come because of your petition. 13 Now the commander of the king of Persia opposed me for twenty-one days, and look, Michael, one of the commanders of the first order, came to help me. And I left him there with the commander of the king of Persia.” 14 And he said to me, “I have come to show you what will come upon your people during the last days, for there is still time for days.” 15 And as he spoke with me these things, I directed my face toward the land and was silent. 

16 And look, as it were the likeness of the hand of a human touched my lips, and I opened my mouth and talked and said to the one standing before me, “Lord, indeed, when the vision was turned back upon my side against me, there was not even any strength upon me. 17 And how will it be possible for the servant to speak with his Lord, and I have become faint, and no strength is in me, nor any spirit?” 18 And he continued and touched me, the one like the appearance of a human, and he strengthened me. 19 And he said to me, “Human, you are one having received mercy. Do not fear, be in good health, act like a man, and be strong!” And as he spoke with me, I became strong and said, “Let my Lord speak, for he has strengthened me.” 

20 And he said to me, “Do you know why I have come to you? And now I will return to content with the commander of the king of Persia, and I will go forth, and look, the commander of the Greeks will come in. 21 However, I will show you the first things listed in the register of truth, and there was no one who was helping me against those beings, except Michael, the angel.” 




Israel’s Future

11 And in the first year of King Cyrus, he spoke to me to strengthen me and to make me act valiantly. 2 “And now I have come to impart the truth to you. Look, three kings have arisen in Persia, and a fourth will arise, with great wealth beyond all, and by his power, by means of his riches he will rise up against every king of the Greeks. 3 And a powerful king will be raised, and he will exercise power over an extensive empire, and he will act just as he wishes. 4 And when he has arisen, his kingdom will be shattered and divided up toward the four winds of the heavens, not according to his strength, nor according to his powerful dominion that he exercised, for his kingdom will be removed and he will teach others these things. 5 And he will strengthen the kingdom of Egypt, but one of the rulers will overpower him, and his dynasty will rule with a great dynasty. 6 And toward the end of those years he will lead them, and the king of Egypt will come into the northern kingdom to enact covenants. And he will not prevail, for his strength will not stand firm. And his strength will grow weak along with the strength of those accompanying him, but he will endure for some time. 

7 “And a shoot from his root will arise in place of himself. And a king of the north will come with his power in his strength, and he will bring about tumult, and he will prevail. 8 And their gods he will overturn along with their molten images and their hosts along with the objects of their desires, the silver and the gold. They will carry them into captivity away into Egypt, and there will be a year of relief for the king of the north. 9 Then the king of Egypt will enter into the kingdom for some days, and he will return to his land. 10 And his son at that time will become provoked, and he will bring together the collection of a mighty multitude, and he will enter against it, laying it waste. He will pass through and return, and he will become exceedingly provoked. 11 Then the king of Egypt will become angry, and he will go out and make war with the king of the north, and he will establish a great crowd and the gathering will be given over into the hands of his enemy. 12 Then the multitude will be taken away, and his heart will be lifted up, and he will trouble many, but there shall not at all be a reason to fear. 13 And the king of the north will return, and he will bring together a greater multitude from the city than the previous one. Toward the end of an appointed period of time, then he will enter into it against him with a great army and with great resources. 

14 “Then in those appointed times, intentions will be directed against the king of Egypt. And he shall rebuild the things that are fallen of your people, and there will be a rising up for the purpose of causing the prophecy to stand, but they will stumble. 15 Then the king of the north will attack, and he shall return with his armed force, and he will take the fortified city, and the forces of the king of Egypt will be stopped along with his military leaders. And there will not be to him any strength for opposing him. 16 And the one who comes on against him will act according to his will, and there will not be anyone who opposes him, and he will stand in the territory, and he will bring to completion all of these things by his hands. 17 Then he will set his face to attack his work with force, and he will execute agreements with him, and he will give to him a daughter for the purpose of destroying it. But he will not consent, so it will not come about. 18 Then he will set his face toward the sea, and he will take many. And he will return wrath for their disgrace, by an oath, according to his disgrace. 19 He shall turn his face for the purpose of gaining control over his territory, but he will stumble and perish, and he will no longer be a factor. 

20 “And a shoot of royalty will stand up from his root for an uprising, a man who beats down the honor of a king. But in the latter days he will be crushed, but not in rage nor in battle. 21 And there will stand up in his place a contemptible man, and royal honor will not be accorded him, and he will come in unexpectedly, and the king will prevail by distribution of his land. 22 And he will firmly shatter the shattered forces before him. 23 And he will act with deception after a covenant and a people have come together with him, and overcome a strong nation by a very small people. 24 Suddenly he will lay waste a city, and he will act concerning things which his fathers did not act, nor the fathers of his fathers, he will give plunder and spoils and material goods to them, and he will set his mind against the fortified city, but his plans and intrigues will come to nothing. 25 Then his might and his heart will be aroused against the king of Egypt by a huge army, and the king of Egypt will be provoked into battle with a very exceedingly strong army, but he will not prevail, for a sound plan will be devised against him. 26 Then his solicitors will consume him, and they shall turn him back, and they will pass by, and he will lay waste, but many wounded men will fall. 

27 “Then the two kings will dine alone together, and they will eat at the same table. And they will speak deceptively to each other, but they will not prosper any farther, for there is yet a consummation for an appointed time. 28 Then he will return to his territory with great wealth, and his heart will be set against the holy covenant. He will act, and he will return to his country 29 at an appointed time. And he will go into Egypt, but as it was the first time, so also this last time will not be. 30 And the Romans will thrust him out and arrogantly rebuke him. And he will return, and be made angry against the holy covenant, and he will act and turn around, and he will set his mind upon them because they had forsaken the holy covenant. 31 Then forces from him will stand up and pollute the revered holy places, and they will take away the sacrifice, and they will set up an abomination that causes desolation. 32 And because of sins against the covenant they will defile by a hardened people, but the people who know these things will prevail and will act. 33 And those who are discerning from among the people will act with understanding for many, but they will come against a sword, and they will continue in it, and in captivity and by plundering during a period of time they will be defiled. 34 And whenever they are broken they will gather a little strength. And there will be many gathered to them near a city, and many as it were in flattery. 35 And from those who understand they shall take care for themselves, for cleansing themselves, and for them to be chosen, and for being cleansed until an appointed time of the consummation, for there is yet an appointed time for a season. 

36 “And the king will act according to his will, and he will be provoked to anger, and he will be exalted above every god, and against the God of gods. He will utter excessive arrogance, and he will prosper along his way until the appointed wrath is accomplished for him, for a conclusion is coming. 37 And he will have no concern for the gods of his fathers, and he will have no care with any desire of a woman, because he will be exalted in every way possible, and powerful nations will be under him. 38 He will move in its place, even a god whom his fathers did not know he will honor with gold and silver and precious stone and with desirable costly objects. 39 He will act concerning cities, and for a powerful stronghold. He will come with a strange god whom he acknowledges. He will increase his influence and it will gain dominion over him greatly, and the territory he will divide up as a gift. 

40 “And during the time of the consummation, the king of Egypt will engage in fierce horned combat with him, and the king of the north will be furious with him, using chariots and many horses and using many ships. And he will enter into the territory of Egypt. 41 And he will come on into my territory. Many will be entrapped, but these will be saved from his hand: Edom and Moab and the chief sons of Ammon. 42 And he will send his hand among the lands, and in the territory of Egypt there will be no one in it who is delivered. 43 And he will exercise power over the place of gold and the place of silver and over all the desired wealth of Egypt. And Put and Ethiopia will be among his multitude. 44 And a report will trouble him from the east and north, and he will leave in a fierce rage and with a sword to destroy and kill many. 45 And he will set up his tent at that time between the seas and the favored holy mountain. And the time of his end will come, and there will be no one who helps him. 




The Fulfillment of the Consummation

12 “And toward that territory, Michael, the great angel who stands over the sons of your people, will go by. That will be a day of affliction, of a kind that never was from when there were nations until that day. And in that day all the people, whoever may be found inscribed in the document, will be lifted up. 2 And many of those sleeping in the breadth of the earth will arise, some unto eternal life, but some unto reproach, and some to dispersion and eternal disgrace. 3 And those who are prudent will shine like the luminaries of the heavens, and those who learn and master my words, like the stars of the heavens for the eternity of eternity. 4 But you, Daniel, keep secret the decree, and seal up the document until the time of the end, while the masses rage on and the earth is filled with injustice.” 

5 And I, Daniel, looked, and look, two others were standing, one on one side of the river and one on the other side. 6 And I said to the one clothed with fine linen above the river, “When, therefore, will be the conclusion of the things you have said to me, of those astonishing things and the purification of these things?” 7 And I heard the one clothed with fine linen, who was above the waters of the one river, “Until an appointed time of the end.” And he raised his right hand and his left hand toward the heavens and he swore by the God who lives for eternity, “The completion of the hands of the release of the holy people is for an appointed season and set times and half a time, and all these things will be consummated.” 

8 And I heard, but I did not understand concerning this appointed season. So I said, “Lord, what is the meaning of this matter, and about whom are these puzzling assertions?” 9 And he said to me, “Depart, Daniel, for the divine decrees are hidden and sealed up until many should be tested and sanctified. 10 And the sinners will continue to sin, and all the sinners will fail to understand, but those who are discerning will give heed. 11 From when the sacrifice is taken away, during all that time, and when the abomination causing desolation was prepared to be set up, one thousand two hundred and ninety days. 12 Blessed is the one who stands fast and gathers one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days. 13 And you, go! Rest yourself, for there are yet days and hours into the fulfillment of the consummation. And he should give you rest, and you will arise in your glory at the consummation of days.” 





SUSANNA

Susanna Is Accused by Evil Elders

1 Now there was a man dwelling in Babylon, and his name was Jehoiakim. 2 And he took a wife whose name was Susanna, the daughter of Chelkios, a very beautiful woman and one fearing the Lord. 3 And her parents were righteous and taught their daughter by the law of Moses. 4 Now Jehoiakim was very rich, and he had an orchard adjacent to his house, and they brought to him the Judeans, because he was more honored than all. 

5 Then two elders from the people were appointed as judges in that year, about which the Master spoke, “Because lawlessness came from Babylon, from elder judges, who seemed to guide the people.” 6 And disputes would come from other cities to them. 7 These saw a woman graceful in appearance, wife of their brother among the sons of Israel, with the name of Susanna, daughter of Chelkios, wife of Jehoiakim, walking about in the orchard of her husband during the evening. 8 And desiring her, 9 they perverted their mind and turned away their eyes so as not to look to heaven nor to keep in mind righteous judgments. 10 Now both of them were enthralled about her, but each one did not indicate to the other the wicked feeling which possessed them concerning her, nor did the woman know about this situation. 12 And when early morning came, they came in haste to see who would appear to her first and speak with her. 13 And look, this woman, according to her custom, was walking about. And one of the elders had arrived and look, the other one arrived, and one interrogated the other one, saying, “Why have you, so early in the morning, come out without taking me along?” 14 And each confessed to each other his grief.a 

19 And one said to the other, “Let us go to her.” And when they had agreed they went to her and they forced her.a 

22 Now the woman of Judah said to them, “I see that if I do this, then death it is for me. And if I do not do it, I am still not able to escape from your hands. 23 It is better for me to not do this sin and so to fall into your hands than for me to sin before the Lord.”a 

28 And the lawless men turned back, terrified in themselves, and they were setting snares in order that they might kill her. And they came to the synagogue of the city where they were dwelling, and they were sitting and deliberating. Those who were there were all sons of Israel. 29 And when the two elders had stood up, then the judges said, “Send for Susanna, the daughter of Chelkios, who is wife of Jehoiakim.” And they immediately summoned her. 30 And when the woman was present, along with her father and mother and her servants and maidens, there were five hundred in number; also, the four young children of Susanna. 31 And the woman was exceedingly refined. 32 Then the wicked men commanded them to unveil her in order that they might be sated with her beauty, lusting after her. 33 And all the people with her wept, and as many as knew her. 34 And then the elders rose, and the judges placed their hands upon her head. 35 And her heart trusted in the Lord God, and lifting up her head to heaven she cried out within her, saying, 35a “O Lord God, the eternal one who knows all things before their beginning, you know that I have not done this. You know what these lawless ones maliciously intend to do against me.” And the Lord listened to her prayer. 36 And then the two elders said, “We were walking about within the orchard of her husband. 37 And as we were going around the walkway, we saw this woman reclining with a man. And, while standing still there, we watched them having intercourse with each other. 38 Now they themselves did not know that we were standing there. Then we talked to one another, saying, ‘Let us find out who these people are.’ 39 Then when we stepped forward, we recognized her, but the young man fled, veiled with a cloak. 40 And seizing this woman, we asked her, ‘Who is the person?’ 41 But she did not inform us about who he was with respect to these things which we witnessed.” And all the assembly believed them, since they were elders and judges of the people.a 

Daniel Reveals the Truth

44–45 Now look, an angel of the Lord. As that woman was being led out to be executed, the angel gave, as he was commanded, a spirit of insight to a young man, Daniel.a 48 And Daniel, stirring up and dividing the gathering, and taking a stand in the middle of them, said, “In such a way as this, O foolish sons of Israel, are you not examining this closely nor recognizing the plain truth, that they killed a daughter of Israel?a 51 And now, separate out for me these men from one another by a great distance, in order that I can test them.” 51a And when they were separated, Daniel said to the congregation, “Now, do not think because these men are elders, saying, ‘they would not lie,’ but I will examine them closely according to the things that fall under me.” 52 And he summoned one of them, and they brought the elder to the young man. And Daniel said to him, “Hear, hear, you old relic of evil days, now your sins which you have committed in the past have come. 53 As one entrusted to hear and to give judgments, you have laid down the death penalty. And the innocent person you have condemned, but the guilty persons you are forgiving, while the Lord declares that the innocent person and the righteous person you will not slay. 54 Now, therefore, under what tree and in what part of the orchard did you see them present with each other?” And the ungodly man said, “Under the mastic tree.” 55 And the young man said, “Right, you have lied to your own soul; for the angel of the Lord will tear apart your soul today.” 56 Then, putting this man in another location, he said to bring forward to him the other man. Then to this man he said, “Why has your seed been perverted, as if stemming from Sidon, and not stemming from Judah? Beauty, a small lust, has seduced you. 57 And so thus you treated the daughters of Israel, and they feared to be in company with you. But no daughter of Judah consented to endure your disease in wickedness. 58 Now, therefore, tell me under what tree and in what place of the garden you caught them having intercourse with each other?” And the man said, “Under the evergreen oak.” 59 Then Daniel said, “O sinful man, now the angel of the Lord has set it up, having a sword among the people. And he will utterly destroy you, in order that it may saw you asunder.” 

60–62 Then all the assembly cheered aloud for the young man, that out of each one’s mouth, with agreement between them, they established both of them as false witnesses. And as the law states clearly, so they did to them. Just as they had acted wickedly toward a kinswoman, so they gagged them and, after leading them away, they threw them into a ravine. Then the angel of the Lord threw fire into the middle of them. And thus, innocent blood was saved on that day. 

62a Because of this, the young men are beloved of Jacob in their integrity. 62b And we indeed watch for able young sons who will live pious lives for young men. And there will be in them a spirit of understanding and knowledge and of insight and understanding for eternity of eternity. 





BEL AND THE DRAGON

Daniel Exposes the Deceitful Priests of Bel

From the prophecy of Habakkuk, the son of Joshua, from the tribe of Levi. 

2 A certain man was priest, whose name was Daniel, the son of Abal, a confidant of the king of Babylon. 3 Now there was an idol, named Bel, that the Babylonians worshiped. And there was lavished upon it each day the finest wheat flour, twelve artabas of flour, and four sheep, and six measures of olive oil. 4 And the king revered it, and the king went forth each day and bowed himself to it. But Daniel prayed to the Lord. And the king said to Daniel, “Why don’t you bow before Bel?” 5 And Daniel said to the king, “I worship no one except the Lord God, who created the heaven and the earth, and the one who holds power and authority over all flesh.” 

6 And the king said to him, “This, therefore, is not a god? Do you not see how much is consumed for him each day?” 7 And Daniel said to him, “By no means let anyone deceive you! For this thing is on the inside mere clay, and on the outside it is bronze. I vow now to you by the Lord, the God of gods, that this has never eaten anything!” 8 And having become angry, the king summoned the attendants of the holy place and said to them, “Show plainly the one who is eating the things being prepared for Bel! And if not, indeed you will die, 9 or Daniel, who affirms that these things are not being consumed by him.” And they said, “Bel himself is the one who is consuming these things.” And Daniel said to the king, “Let it be just so. If I do not show that Bel is not the one who is consuming these things, I will die, and all those who are mine.” 

10 Now there were attached to Bel seventy priests, besides women and children. And so they brought the king into the idol’s temple. 11 And the food was set before the king and Daniel, and mixed wine was brought in and set before Bel. And Daniel said, “You yourself see that these things are laid out, O king. You, therefore, set a seal on the keys of the temple when it is closed up.” And the saying was pleasing to the king. 14 Now Daniel ordered those with him, after forcing everyone from the temple, to mark clearly the whole temple with ashes, with no one of those outside of it observing, and then, sealing the temple, he ordered them to seal it up with the signet ring of the king, and with the seal rings of some of the most notable ones of the priests. And so, it was done, just in this manner. 

15–17 Then it happened on the next day that the king was present at the place. But the priests of Bel, by means of secret entrances, had entered in and eaten everything which had been placed beside Bel, and they had quaffed down the wine. And Daniel said, “Look closely at your seals to see whether they are still in place, O men and priests. And you yourself also, O king, take care lest something is suspicious in your opinion.” Indeed, they found that the seal was unchanged, and they removed the sealed lock. 18 And when they had opened the doors, they saw that all the things that had been set out were consumed, and the tables had nothing upon them, and the king was overjoyed and said to Daniel, “Great is Bel, and there is no deception with him.” 

19 Then Daniel laughed out loud and said to the king, “Come here! See the deception of the priests!” And Daniel said, “O king, these footprints, whose are they?” 20 And the king replied, “Of men and of women and of children!” 21 Then he went to the house in which the priests were living and found the food for Bel along with the wine. And Daniel pointed out to the king the secret entrances through which the priests would enter and consume the things that had been set out for Bel. 22 And the king led them from Bel’s temple and handed them over to Daniel. And the expenses put out to run it he gave to Daniel, but he overthrew Bel. 

Daniel Destroys a Dragon

23 Now there was a dragon in the same place, and the Babylonians worshiped it. 24 And the king said to Daniel, “You will certainly not say concerning this that it is merely bronze! Look, he lives and eats and drinks! Worship him!” 26 And Daniel said, “O king, give me the power, and I will slay the dragon without sword or staff.” And the king granted him authority and said to him, “I give it to you.” 27 And Daniel, taking thirty minas of pitch and hard fat and hair, boiled it together and made a lump from it and threw it into the mouth of the dragon. And, after consuming it, the dragon burst open. And he showed it to the king, saying, “Do not worship these things, O king!” 

Daniel Is Delivered from a Den of Lions

28 And all the men from the territories were gathered together against Daniel. And they asserted, “The king has become a Judean; he has overturned Bel and slayed the dragon.” 30 Now when the king saw that the multitude from the territory had gathered against him, he summoned his close companions and said, “I am giving Daniel over for destruction.” 31–32 And there was a den in which seven lions were being fed. To them were given those plotting against the king; and there was supplied to them each day two bodies of those who had been condemned to death. And the angry crowd threw Daniel into the den so that he would be devoured and so that not even a burial would take place. And Daniel was in the den six days. 

33 Now it was during the sixth day that Habakkuk had prepared some bread, crumbling it into a bowl with some soup, and a jar of mixed wine, and he was proceeding into the field to the reapers. 34 And an angel of the Lord spoke to Habakkuk, saying, “These things the Lord God says to you, ‘The meal that you have prepared, deliver it to Daniel in the den of lions in Babylon.’ ” 35 Now Habakkuk said, “Lord God, I have not seen Babylon, and as for the den, I do not know where it is.” 36 And seizing Habakkuk by the hair of his head, the angel of the Lord put him beside the den in Babylon. 37 Then Habakkuk said to Daniel, “Arise, eat the meal that the Lord God has sent to you.” 

38 Then Daniel said, “The Lord God, the one who does not forsake those who love him, has remembered me.” 39 And Daniel ate, and the angel of the Lord set Habakkuk down whence he had taken him on the same day. And the Lord God remembered Daniel. 

40 And after these things the king went out mourning for Daniel. And stooping down into the den he saw him sitting there. 41 And crying out loudly, the king said, “Great is the Lord God, and there is no other except him.” 42 And the king led Daniel out from the den. And he threw those responsible for his destruction into the den in the presence of Daniel, and they were devoured. 





1 MACCABEES




Alexander the Great

1 And it happened after the victory of Alexander, the son of Philip, the Macedonian, who went out from the land of the Hittites and struck down Darius, king of the Persians and Medes, and ruled in place of him—earlier he ruled over Greece. 2 And he participated in many battles and conquered strongholds and killed kings. 3 And he passed through as far as the farthest point of the earth and took spoils from many nations. And the land was silent before him, and his heart was elated and stirred up. 4 And he gathered a very mighty force and ruled over the territories, and nations, and tyrants,a and they became to him as tribute. 5 And after this, he fell on his bed and perceived that he was going to die. 6 And he summoned his esteemed servants who raised him from childhood and divided for them his kingdom while he was living. 7 And Alexander ruled twelve years and then died. 8 And his subordinates ruled, each in his place. 9 And all of them put on crowns after his death, and their sons after them for many years. And they increased the amount of evil in the earth. 

Antiochus Epiphanes and Hellenistic Israel

10 And there came forth from them a sinful root: Antiochus Epiphanes, son of Antiochus, the king, who was a hostage in Rome. And he ruled in the one hundred and thirty-seventh year of the kingdom of the Greeks.b 

11 In those days, the lawless son went out of Israel, and they persuaded many, saying, “We should go and make a treaty with the nations around us, because from that time we separated from them, much evil has found us.” 12 And the idea was attractive in their eyes. 13 And some from the people were willing and went to the king, and they gave them authority to perform the duties of the nations. 14 And they built a gymnasium in Jerusalem according to the customs of the nations. 15 And they made a foreskin for themselves and discarded the holy covenant and joined with the Gentiles and were sold to act wickedly. 

Antiochus Epiphanes in Egypt

16 And the kingdom was prepared for Antiochus. And he decided to exercise his rule over the land of Egypt so that he might rule over the two kingdoms. 17 And he went into Egypt in fierce force, with chariots and elephants and with cavalry and with a great navy. 18 And he prepared for war against Ptolemy, the king of Egypt. And Ptolemy was shamed from his face and fled. And many casualties fell. 19 And they captured the fortified city in the land of Egypt and took the spoils of the land of Egypt. 

Antiochus Epiphanes Overtakes the Judeans

20 And Antiochus turned after striking Egypt in the one hundred and forty-third year, and he went up against Israel and Jerusalem with a fierce army. 21 And he entered the sanctuary in arrogance and took the gold altar and the lampstand for the light, and all its accessories, 22 and the table of presentation and the drink offering cups and the bowls and the golden censers and the veil and the crowns and the golden adornment applied to the face of the temple walls, and he peeled it all off. 23 And he took the gold and silver and the valuable accessories. And he took the hidden treasures that he found. 24 And having taken everything, he departed to his land. And he made a massacre and spoke with great arrogance. 25 And there was great mourning in Israel, in all their places. 26 And the rulers and elders groaned; virgins and young men lost their strength, and the beauty of women changed. 27 Every bridegroom took up a lament; she who stayed in the bridal chamber was in mourning. 28 And the land shook, for the inhabitants in it and the whole house of Jacob wore shame. 

Jerusalem Is Occupied

29 After two years of time, the king sent a chief of tribute collection to the cities of Judah. And he came to Jerusalem with fierce force. 30 And he spoke to them peaceful words with cunning. And they trusted him. But he fell upon the city suddenly and struck them with a great slaughter and destroyed many people from Israel. 31 And he took the spoils of the city and burned it with fire and broke down its buildings and its surrounding wall. 32 And he took captive the women and children and took possession of the livestock. 33 And they built in the city of David a great wall and fortified towers, and it became for them as a fortress. 34 And they established there a sinful people, wicked men, and they became strong in it. 35 And they stored weapons and provisions and, gathering the spoils of Jerusalem, they put it away there. And he became a great threat. 36 And it became as an ambush against the sanctuary and as an evil menace to Israel through all time. 37 And they shed innocent blood all around the sanctuary and defiled the sanctuary. 38 And the inhabitants of Jerusalem fled because of them, and it became a settlement of foreigners, and it became foreign to the ones born in it, and its children abandoned it. 39 Her sanctuary was stripped bare like the wilderness; her feasts turned to grief, her Sabbaths to insult, her honor to contempt. 40 According to her glory, her dishonor was multiplied, and her majesty turned to grief. 

Installation of Gentile Cults

41 And the king wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be as one people, 42 and each should abandon his customs. And all the peoples complied according to the word of the king. 43 And many from Israel consented to his service, and they sacrificed to idols and defiled the Sabbath. 44 And the king sent documents in the hands of messengers to Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, going after the customs of foreigners of the land, 45 and to withhold burnt offerings and sacrifice and drink offering from the sanctuary and to profane Sabbaths and festivals, 46 and to defile the sanctuary and holy things, 47 to build altars and shrines and idols and sacrifice pigs and common animals, 48 and to leave their sons uncircumcised, to make repulsive their souls with all impurity and profanation 49 so as to forget the law and to change all their duties. 50 And whoever should not act according to the word of the king would die. 51 According to all these words, he wrote to his kingdom, and he appointed supervisors over all the people and ordered the cities of Judah to sacrifice according to city and city. 52 And many assembled from the people against them—namely, all who abandoned the law and did evil in the land 53 and put Israel in secret places, and in all kinds of hiding places, for their refuge. 

54 And on the fifteenth day of Chislev, on the forty-fifth year, they built an abomination of desolation on the altar, and in the cities around Judah, they built altars. 55 And at the windows of their houses and in the streets, they burned incense. 56 And the documents of the law that they found, they burned with fire, after cutting them up. 57 And where the book of the covenant was found with someone, and if that person should give approval to the law, the decree of the king was, “Execute him.” 58 By their strength they did thus in Israel to the ones who were found during every month and month in the cities. 59 And on the fifth and twentieth of the month, they were sacrificing on the altar that was on the altar for burnt sacrifices. 60 And the women who had circumcised their children, they were executed according to the command. 61 And they hung the infants from their necks and their family, as well as the ones who circumcised them. 62 And many in Israel were in suspense and determined among themselves not to eat what was common. 63 And they chose to die so that they might not be defiled by the food and not profane the holy covenant, and they died. 64 And there came a very great wrath upon Israel. 




Mattathias and His Sons React

2 In those days rose up Mattathias son of John, the son of Simeon, a priest of the sons of Joiarib, from Jerusalem, and he settled in Modein. 2 And to him there were five sons: John, who was called Gaddi; 3 Simon, who was called Thassi; 4 Judas, who was called Maccabeus; 5 Eleazar, who was called Avaran; and Jonathan, who was called Apphus. 

6 And he saw the blasphemy happening in Judah and in Jerusalem. 7 And he said, “Woe is me! Why was I born to see this affliction of my people and the affliction of the city of the holy and to stay here during its being given into the hand of enemies, and the sanctuary into the hand of foreigners? 8 Her temple has become as a glorious man. 9 The vessels of glory have been led away captive. Her children were killed in her streets, her young men by the enemy’s sword. 10 Which nation has not taken possession of her kingdom and not seized her spoils? 11 All her adornment was removed; instead of freedom, she became as a slave. 12 And look, our holy things and our beauty and our glory have been desolated, and the nations defiled them! 13 What reason is there for us to live any longer?” 14 And Mattathias and his sons tore their robes and put on sackcloth and mourned very much. 

Refusing the Sacrifice at Modein

15 And from the king came those who were enforcing the defection in the city of Modein, that they might sacrifice. 16 And many from Israel came to them, and Mattathias and his sons were assembled together. 17 And those from the king responded and said to Mattathias, saying, “You are a ruler and honored and great in this city and supported with sons and brothers. 18 Now come first and act on the command of the king, as all the nations and the rulers of Judah and those remaining in Jerusalem have done, and you and your house will be among the friends of the king, and you and your sons will be honored with gold and silver and many gifts.” 19 And Mattathias answered and said with a great voice, “If all the nations within the house of the king’s rule have obeyed him, each departing from the service of their fathers and choosing among his commands, 20 yet I and my sons and my brothers will follow in the covenant of our ancestors. 21 Mercy upon us should we discard law and duties! 22 We will not obey the law of the king to leave our service to the right or the left.” 

23 And as he finished speaking these words, a Judean man approached in the sight of everyone to burn incense upon the altar in Modein according to the command of the king. 24 And Mattathias saw and grew zealous, and his insides trembled, and rage rose from judgment; and, rushing over, he killed him upon the altar. 25 And the man from the king who had forced him to sacrifice, he killed at that moment and tore down the altar. 26 And he was zealous for the law like Phinehas did to Zimri son of Shallum. 27 And Mattathias shouted in the city with a great voice, saying, “Everyone who is zealous for the law and supports the covenant, come out after me!” 28 And he and his sons fled into the mountains, and they abandoned everything they had in the city. 

The Slaughter on the Sabbath

29 Then many who sought righteousness and justice went down into the wilderness to stay there, 30 they and their sons and their wives and their livestock, because evil pressed hard against them. 31 And it was reported to the men of the king and the forces who were in Jerusalem, the city of David, that men who ignored the king’s command had gone down to hiding places in the wilderness. 32 And many ran after them and, having overtaken them, they camped opposite of them and were drawn together for war against them on the Sabbath day. 33 And they said to them, “Enough! Now come out and act according to the word of the king, and you will live.” 34 And they said, “We will not come out, nor will we follow the word of the king, profaning the Sabbath day.” 35 And they rushed against them in attack. 36 And they did not respond to them nor hurl a single stone against them nor block their hiding places, 37 saying, “We should all of us die in our innocence. The heavens and the earth are testifying for us that you are slaughtering us unjustly.” 38 And they rose against them in battle on the Sabbath, and they and their wives and their children and their livestock died, up to thousands of human lives. 

The Decision to Fight

39 And Mattathias and his friends learned what happened, and they mourned for them to the extreme. 40 And each man said to his neighbor, “If all of us act as our brothers did and do not fight against the nations for our life and our duties, now quickly they will slaughter us from the earth!” 41 And they resolved on that day, saying, “Every person who should come to us in battle on the day of the Sabbath, we will fight against them, and we will not all die like our brothers died in their hiding places.” 42 Then there gathered to them a congregation of Hasideans, a strong force from Israel, all who were devoted to the law. 43 And all the fugitives from the evil joined with them and became for them as support. 44 And they organized a force and struck sinners in their wrath and lawless men in their rage, and those who remained fled to the nations to escape. 45 And Mattathias and his sons went around and tore down the altars. 46 And they circumcised the uncircumcised young men, as many as were discovered in the borders of Israel, by force. 47 And they chased down the children of arrogance, and their work prospered in their hands. 48 And they rescued the law from the hand of the nations and from the hand of the kings, and they did not let the sinner have the upper hand.a 

The Death of Mattathias

49 And the days approached for Mattathias to die. And he said to his children, “Now arrogance and scorn are well established, and it is the time for destruction and raging wrath. 50 Now, children, be zealous for the law, and give your life for the covenant of our fathers. 51 Remember the works of our fathers, which they did to their generations, and you will receive great glory and an eternal glory 52 Was not Abraham during his trial found faithful, and it was considered righteousness for him? 53 Joseph in the time of anguish, he kept the commandment and became lord of Egypt. 54 Phinehas, our father, in his striving for zeal received the covenant of the holy priesthood. 55 Joshua, by fulfilling God’s word, became judge in Israel. 56 Caleb, by his bearing witness before the assembly, received the inheritance of the land. 57 David, by his compassion, inherited the throne of eternal kingship. 58 Elijah, by great zealousness for the law, was taken up as if into heaven. 59 Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael, because they believed, were delivered from fire. 60 Daniel, by his innocence, was delivered from the mouth of lions. 61 And in this way, you should consider according to each generation that all who hope on him will not be weak. 62 And from sinful man’s words, do not fear, because his glory will be as filth and worms. 63 Today they will be exalted, and tomorrow they will not be found because they return to their dust, and their scheme perished. 64 And you, O children, be strong and be a man in your law, for in it you will be honored. 65 And look, here is Simeon, your brother. I know that he is a man of counsel. Listen to him all the days. He will be for you a father. 66 And Judas Maccabeus, he was strong in power from his youth. This one will be for you a ruler of the army, and you will fight the war against the peoples. 67 And you will gather among you everyone who observes the law and avenge with vengeance for your people. 68 You are to repay the nations with repayment and pay attention to commands of the law.” 

69 And he blessed them and joined with his ancestors. 70 And he died in the one hundred and forty-sixth year, and his sons buried him in his fathers’ tombs in Modein, and all Israel mourned for him with great lamentation. 




Judas Succeeds Mattathias

3 And Judas, who was called Maccabeus, his son, rose in his place. 2 And all his brothers helped him, and everyone, as many as had joined his father. And they fought the battle for Israel with joy. 3 And he extended the glory for his people. And he put on his breastplate like a giant and girded his armor for war, prepared for battle, protecting the camp with his sword. 4 And he was like a lion in his deeds and like a lion’s cub, roaring in the hunt. 5 And he pursued, searching out the lawless; and those who troubled his people, he burned. 6 And the lawless cowered in fear of him, and all doers of evil were confounded, and deliverance prospered in his hand. 7 And he provoked many kings and made Jacob cheerful by his deeds, and until eternity, his memory will be blessed. 8 And he passed through among the cities of Judah and destroyed the ungodly in them and turned back wrath from Israel. 9 And he was known as far as the farthest part of the land, and he gathered together those who were being killed. 

10 And Apollonius gathered together the nations and a great force from Samaria to fight against Israel. 11 And Judas found this out and went out to meet them and struck and killed him. And many casualties fell, and those who remained fled. 12 And they took their vessels, and Judas took the sword of Apollonius. And it was in battle with him all his days. 

13 And Seron, the ruler of the force of Syria, heard that Judas had gathered a multitude and assembly of faithful men with him and those who go out to war, 14 and he said, “I will make a name for myself and obtain glory in the kingdom, and I will fight Judas and those with him and those who scorn the word of the king.” 15 And a strong company of the ungodly joined and went up with him to help him execute vengeance among the children of Israel. 16 And he came near to the ascent of Beth-horon, and Judas came out to meet him with a small group. 17 But as they saw the company coming to meet him, they said to Judas, “How will we be able, being few in number, to fight against so great a host? And we have grown weak from fasting today!” 18 And Judas said, “It is easy for many to be shut up in the hands of a few, and there is no difference before heaven to deliver by many or by a few; 19 because victory in battle is not in the size of your force, but rather the strength from heaven. 20 They came to us with an abundance of insolence and wickedness to destroy us and our wives and our children, to plunder us, 21 but we fight for our lives and our customs. 22 And he will break them before our face. But you must not be frightened of them!” 23 Now as he finished speaking, he began rushing upon them suddenly, and Seron and his company were crushed before him. 24 And they pursued them during the descent from Beth-horon as far as the plain, and there fell from them in the range of eight hundred men. The rest fled to the land of the Philistines. 25 And it began: the fear of Judas and his brothers. And terror was falling upon the nations surrounding them. 26 And his name came to the king. And every nation spoke about the battles of Judas. 

Antiochus and Lysias

27 Now as the king, Antiochus, heard these words, he grew angry with rage and sent for and gathered all the forces of his kingdom, a very strong army. 28 And he opened his treasury and gave provisions to his force for the year and ordered them to be ready for every need for the year. 29 And he saw that the silver from the treasury had come to an end, and the tributes from the territory were small because of the sedition and slaughter that he had caused in the land by removing the customs that existed from the first days. 30 And he was afraid that he would not have as much as once and twice before for the expenses and the gifts that he gave previously with an abundant hand. 31 And he was very perplexed in his soul, and he resolved to go to Persia and to take tribute from the territory and gather much silver. 32 And he left Lysias, an honorable person and from ancestry of royalty, over the affairs of the king from the river Euphrates as far as the border of Egypt, 33 and to care for Antiochus, his son, until his return. 34 And he gave over to him half of the force and the elephant and commanded him about everything that he wished. And concerning all those who lived in the Judah and Jerusalem, 35 he was to send a force against them to cast out and remove the strength of Israel and the remnant of Jerusalem and take his memory away from the place 36 and settle foreign sons within all their borders and inherit their land. 37 And the king took the half of the forces that remained and departed from Antioch from the capital of his kingdom in the one hundred and forty-seventh year, and he crossed the Euphrates River and went through the northern territories. 

Lysias Prepares Forces for Battle

38 And Lysias chose Ptolemy son of Dorymenes, Nicanor, and Gorgias, mighty men of the friends of the king. 39 And he sent with them forty thousand infantry and seven thousand cavalry to go to the land of Judah and destroy it according to the word of the king. 40 And so they departed with his whole force, and they came and threw their tents beside each other near Emmaus in the land, the plain. 41 And the merchants of the region heard their name and took very much silver and gold and servants and came to the camp to take the children of Israel as servants. And a force from Syria and from the territory of foreigners was added to them. 

The Judeans Prepare in Response

42 And Judas and his brothers saw that their trouble had increased, and the forces were encamping within their borders. And they learned about the words of the kingdom that he ordered in order to prepare the people for their destruction and end. 43 And they said each to their neighbor, “We must raise up the ruin of our people and the holy place.” 44 And the congregation gathered to be ready for battle and to pray and ask for mercy and compassion. 45 And Jerusalem was uninhabited like the wilderness; none were going in or out from her children, and the sanctuary was trampled, and children of foreigners were lodging in the citadel with the nations, and joy was removed from Jacob, and the flute and kinyraa came to an end. 46 And they gathered and went to Mizpah, opposite of Jerusalem, because there was formerly a place of prayer for Israel in Mizpah. 47 And they fasted on that day and put on sackcloth and ashes on their heads and tore their robes. 48 And they opened the document of the law, concerning which the nations consulted the images of their idols. 49 And they brought the robes of the priesthood and the firstfruits and the tithes and gathered the Nazirites who had completed their days. 50 And they cried out with their voices to heaven, saying, “What will we do with these, and where will we lead them? 51 And your holy place has been trampled and is profaned, and your priests are in grief and humiliation. 52 And look! The nations have gathered against us to destroy us! You know what they are planning against us. 53 How will we be able to stand against their face if you do not help us?” 54 And they sounded the trumpets and shouted out with a great voice. 

55 And after this, Judas appointed leaders over the people: commanders of a thousand and commanders of a hundred and commanders of fifty and commanders of ten. 56 And he told those who were building homes or engaged to women or planting vineyards or cowardly to return, each to his home, according to the law. 57 And the company departed, and they camped down south of Emmaus. 58 And Judas said, “Arm yourselves, and become as mighty sons, and be ready in the morning to fight among these nations who have gathered against us to destroy us and our holy place; 59 because it is better for us to die in battle than fix our eyes upon the evils against our nation and the holy place. 60 But as the will in heaven should be, likewise, he will do.” 




The Battle at Emmaus

4 And Gorgias took five thousand men and one thousand chosen horses, and the army departed in the night 2 so as to pounce upon the army of the Judeans and strike them suddenly. And the people from the citadel were guides for him. 3 And Judas heard, and he and the warriors departed to strike the forces of the king in Emmaus 4 until the forces were dispersed from the camp. 5 And Gorgias came into the camp of Judas in the night and found no one, and he sought for them in the mountains because he said, “They are fleeing from us.” 6 And as soon as day came, Judas appeared on the plain with three thousand men without armor, and they did not have swords as they wished. 7 And they saw the army of the nations, mighty, armored, and cavalry going around them, and these were experienced in war. 8 And Judas said to the men with him, “Do not fear the great number of them, and you must not fear their fury. 9 Remember how our fathers were delivered in the Red Sea when Pharaoh pursued them with his force. 10 And now we must cry out to heaven, if he will desire us, and remember the covenant of the ancestors and destroy this army before our face today. 11 And all the nations will know that there is a redeemer and deliverer for Israel.” 12 And the foreigners raised their eyes and saw them possessing from the opposite side, 13 and they came out from the camp to battle, and those with Judas trumpeted; 14 and they engaged in battle and broke the nations, and they fled into the plain. 15 But all the rear troops fell by the sword, and they pursued them as far as Gazara and as far as the plains of Judea and Ashdod and Jamnia, and they fell from them, to the man: three thousand. 

16 And Judas and the force returned from the pursuit following them. 17 And he said to the people, “You must not desire the spoils because war is opposite our face, 18 and Gorgias and his force are in the mountains near us. But stand now before our enemies and fight them. And after this, take plunder, and do it with boldness.” 19 While Judas was finishing this, a detachment of troops appeared coming out from the hill country. 20 And he saw that he had been put to flight, so they burned the camp, for the smoke that was seen made clear what happened. 21 But having known this, they were very afraid, seeing also the army of Judas in the plain ready for battle. 22 They all fled to foreign land. 23 And Judas turned toward the plundering of the camp and received a great amount of gold and silver and hyacinth-colored cloth and purple dye from the sea and great wealth. 24 And upon returning, they sang songs and blessed to heaven: 

“Because he is good, 

for eternitya is his mercy.” 

25 And there was great deliverance in Israel on that day. 

26 As many of the foreigners who escaped, after arriving, they reported to Lysias everything that happened. 27 But when he heard all these things, he grew confused and was disheartened because those same things he had not wanted were done to Israel, and not such things the king had ordered him to carry out. 

First Campaign of Lysias

28 And in the coming year, he gathered sixty thousand select infantry and five thousand cavalry so as to make war against them. 29 And they came to Idumea and camped at Beth-zur, and Judas met them with ten thousand men. 30 And he saw the strong army, and he prayed and said, “Blessed are you, the deliverer of Israel, who crushed the attack of the mighty in the hand of your servant David. And you handed over the army of the foreigners into the hands of Jonathan, son of Saul, and his armor carrier. 31 Confine this force into the hands of your people Israel and let them be dishonored by their force and cavalry. 32 Give them cowardice, and melt their courage of strength, and let them tremble in their destruction. 33 Throw them down by the word of those who love you, and let them praise you, all those who look at your name, with hymns.” 34 And they set up against each other, and there fell from the army of Lysias nearly five thousand men, and they fell across from them. 35 But Lysias saw what was happening, the rout of his troops, and of Judas being courageous, and how prepared they were whether they lived or died nobly. He departed to Antioch and enlisted mercenaries, and having made his army very great, again he went to Judas. 

Purification and Dedication of the Temple

36 But Judas and his brothers said, “Look, our enemies are broken. We should go up to cleanse the holy place and to dedicate it.” 37 And the entire army assembled and went up to Mount Zion. 38 And they saw our sanctuary stripped bare and the altar profaned and the gate burned. And in the courtyard, plants were overgrown like in a forest or like on one of the mountains, and the priest’s chamber was torn down. 39 And they tore their robes and mourned with great lamentation and covered themselves with ashes upon their head. 40 And they fell on their face upon the land, and they sounded the trumpets, giving the signal, and they cried out to heaven. 41 Then Judas ordered men to fight against those in the citadel until he had cleansed the holy place. 

42 So he selected priests who were blameless, eager for the law, 43 and they cleansed the holy place and removed the stones that defiled it to an unclean place. 44 And they deliberated about the altar for the burnt offering, which was profaned: What should they do with it? 45 And good counsel fell to them to take it down, lest it might become for them as a disgrace because the nations defiled it. And they tore down the altar 46 and stored the stones on a mountain house in a suitable place until a prophet was available to report about them. 47 And they took unhewn stones according to the law and built a new altar just like the previous one. 48 And they rebuilt the holy place and the inside of the house and sanctified the courtyards. 49 And they made new holy vessels and brought the lampstand and the altar of whole burnt offerings and of incense and the table into the temple. 50 And they burned incense on the altar and kindled the lamps on the lampstand and they shone in the temple. 51 And they put bread loaves on the table and spread out the curtain. And they completed all the work that they had begun. 

52 And they rose early in the morning of the twenty-fifth of the ninth month, this is the month Chislev, the one hundred and forty-eighth year, 53 and they offered up sacrifices according to the law on the altar for the burnt offerings, the new one that they made. 54 According to the season, according to the day during which the nations defiled it, on that day, they dedicated it with songs and lutes and kinyraisa and with cymbals. 55 And all the people fell on their face and bowed and gave praise to heaven, which had caused them to prosper. 56 And they performed the dedication of the altar for eight days and offered up burnt offerings with cheer and sacrificed the deliverance and thanksgiving sacrifice. 57 And they decorated according to the face of the temple with gold crowns and small shields and consecrated the gate and the priest’s chamber and fitted them with doors. 58 And a very great cheer took place among the people, and the reproach of the nations was turned back. 59 And Judas and his brothers and the entire assembly of Israel established that the days of dedication of the altar should be celebrated during their times, year by year, for eight days beginning from the twenty-fifth of the month of Chislev, with cheer and joy. 60 And they built during that time, all around the mountain of Zion, high walls and strong towers, lest when they arrived, the nations would trample them down as they did before. 61 And they set apart there a force to guard it, and they fortified Beth-zur to guard it so that the people would have a stronghold by the face of Idumea. 




Wars against Neighboring Peoples

5 And it happened when the surrounding nations heard that the altar had been rebuilt and the sanctuary dedicated like the previous one, they were made very angry. 2 And they resolved to remove the descendants of Jacob who were in their midst, and they began executions among the people and destroyed them. 3 And Judas fought against the descendants of Esau in Judea at Akrabattene because they were besieging Israel. And he struck them with a massive blow and humbled them and took their plunder. 4 And he remembered the evil of the descendants of Beon, who were for the people like a snare and a stumbling block in their ambushes along the roads. 5 And they were shut out by him in their towers, and he threw against them and focused on destroying them and burned their towers with fire with all the people inside. 6 And he crossed over to the descendants of Ammon and found a strong hand and many people and Timothy leading them. 7 And he engaged against them in many battles, and they were crushed before his face, and he struck them down. 8 And he occupied Jazer and her daughter villages and returned to Judah. 

Rescue of Galilean Judeans

9 And the nations gathered together in Gilead against the Israelites who were within their borders to destroy them. But they fleda to Dathema, the stronghold. 10 And they sent a letter to Judas and his brothers, saying, “The nations around us are gathering against us to destroy us! 11 And they are preparing to come and capture the stronghold into which we fled. And Timothy is leading their encampment. 12 Now come, rescue us from their hand because a great number have fallen from us, 13 and all our brothers who were in Tob are dead, and their wives and their children and the supplies have been captured, and they were killed there, as much as one thousand men.” 

14 While the messages were being read, behold, other messengers arrived from Galilee with their robes torn, reporting according to these same words, 15 saying that those from Ptolemais and Tyre and Sidon and all Galilee of the Foreigners had gathered against them “to annihilate us.” 

16 When Judas and the people heard these words, a great assembly gathered together to resolve what they should do for their brothers who were in distress and being attacked by him. 17 And Judas said to Simon, his brother, “Choose men for yourself, and go and rescue your brothers in Galilee. But I and Jonathan, my brother, we will go to Gilead.” 18 And he left behind Joseph the son of Zechariah, and Azariah, a leader of the people, with the remaining force in Judea to guard it. 19 And he ordered them, saying, “Take care of these people, and you should not join in battle against the nations until our return.” 20 And they divided for Simon three thousand men to go to Galilee, but for Judas, eight thousand men to go to Gilead. 

21 And Simon went to Galilee and engaged in many battles against the nations, and the nations were crushed before his face. 22 And he pursued them as far as the city of Ptolemais, and they fell from the nations, as many as three thousand men, and he took their plunder. 23 And he took them from Galilee and in Arbatta with their wives and children. And everything, as much as there was with them, they also brought to Judah with great cheer. 

Judas and Jonathan in Gilead

24 And Judas Maccabeus and Jonathan, his brother, crossed over the Jordan and traveled the road for three days in the wilderness. 25 And they met the Nabateans. And they met them peacefully and described in detail to them everything that happened to their brothers in Gilead, 26 and that many from them were captured in Bozrah and Bezer, in Alema, Chaspho, Maked, and Karnain: “All these cities are fortified and great, 27 and in the remaining cities of Gilead, they are being held for tomorrow. They are stationed to camp against the strongholds and to overtake and destroy all of them in a single day.” 28 And Judas and his army turned off the road into the wilderness to Bozrah suddenly and took the city and killed every male by the edge of the sword and captured all their plunder and burned it by fire. 29 And he departed from there in the night and went as far as over to the stronghold.a 30 And it happened at dawn that they lifted their eyes, and look, there were numerous people who could not be counted carrying ladders and siege machines to capture the stronghold, and they were fighting them. 31 And Judas saw that the battle had begun, and the outcry of the city went up to heaven with trumpets and loud shouts, 32 and he said to the men of the force, “Fight today for our brothers!” 33 And he came out with three companies behind them, and he sounded the trumpets and cried out in prayer. 34 And the army of Timothy realized that it was Maccabeus, and they fled from his face, and he struck them with a great blow, and they fell before him on that day, to the number of eight thousand men. 35 And he turned aside to Maapha and fought them and captured them and killed every male in it,b and he took its plunder and burned it by fire. 36 From there he departed and seized Chaspho, Maked, Bezer, and the remaining cities of Gilead. 

37 But after these events, Timothy gathered another army and camped according to the face of Raphon from beside the wadi. 38 And Judas sent men to spy on the army, and they reported to him, saying, “They are gathering to themselves all the nations around you—a very massive force. 39 And they have hired Arabs to help them, and they are camping beyond the wadi, ready to come over to you for battle.” And Judas went to meet them. 40 And Timothy said to the rulers of his force, when Judas and his troops approached near the stream of water, “If he should cross over to us first, we will not be able to stand before him because in ability he will be strong against us. 41 But if he should act cowardly and camp beyond the river, we will cross over to him.” 42 But when Judas came near the stream of water, he stationed officers of the people at the wadi and ordered them, saying, “Do not permit any person to camp, but we all must go into battle.” 43 And he crossed over to them first, and all his people before him; and they were crushed before his face, all the Gentiles, and they threw down all their weapons and fled to the shrine in Karnain. 44 And they captured the city and the shrine; they burned it with fire with all those who were inside it, and Karnain was subdued, and he was not able to stand any longer before the face of Judas. 

45 And Judas gathered every Israelite in Gilead, from young to old, and their wives and their children and belongings, a very large company, to come to the land of Judah. 46 And they came to Ephron. This was a great city with a very strong entrance. They could not go around from its right or left, but instead, through its middle they had to go. 47 And those from the city shut them out and blocked the gate with stones. 48 And Judas sent to them a peaceful message, saying, “Allow us to go through into your land in order to depart to our land. No one will do evil to you; we will only pass by on foot.” But they did not wish to open the doors for him. 49 And Judas ordered a proclamation in the company: Each person should camp in whatever place he was. 50 And the men of the city camped, and they fought the city that entire day and the whole night, and the city was handed over into his hands. 51 And he killed every male by the edge of the sword and razed ita and took the plunder of the city and passed through the city over the dead. 52 And they crossed over the Jordan into the large plain according to the face of Beth-shan. 53 And Judas continued gathering together those lagging behind and encouraging the people along the entire road until they came to the land of Judah. 54 And they went up to Mount Zion in cheer and joy, and they offered burnt offerings because not one had fallen from among them, no one, until their return in peace. 

The Foolishness of Joseph and Azariah

55 And on the day that Judas and Jonathan were in the land of Gilead and Simon, his brother, was in Galilee according to the face of Ptolemais, 56 Joseph the son of Zechariah, and Zechariah, rulers of the forces, heard about the bravery and the sort of battles they fought. 57 And they said, “We should make ourselves a name for ourselves also! And we will go to fight against the nations surrounding us.” 58 And they ordered those from the force with them, and they went to Jamnia. 59 And Gorgias came out from the city, and his men also, to meet them in battle. 60 And Joseph and Azariah were routed, and they were pursued as far as the border of Judea, and they fell on that day from the people of Israel, as many as two thousand men. 61 And it was a great rout among the people because they did not listen to Judas and his brothers, imagining him to act bravely. 62 But they were not from the seed of those men through whom deliverance was given to Israel by their hand. 63 And the man Judas and his brothers were honored very much before all Israel and all the nations that heard their name. 64 And they gathered together to them to praise them. 

More Success for Judas

65 And Judas and his brothers went out and fought the descendants of Esau in the land to the south, and he struck Hebron and her daughter villages and tore down her stronghold and burned her surrounding farms.b 66 And he departed to go to the land of the foreigners and went through Samaria. 67 On that day, some priests fell in battle who were wishing to act bravely by going out to war ill-advisedly. 68 And Judas turned aside to Ashdod, the land of the foreigners, and tore down their altars and the carvings of their gods; he burned and plundered the spoils of the city and returned to Judea. 




The Last Days of Antiochus Epiphanes

6 And the king, Antiochus, was going through the northern regions, and he heard that there is in Elymais of Persia a city distinguished for wealth in gold and silver. 2 And the temple in it was very rich, and there was golden armor and breastplates and weapons, which Alexander the son of Philip, the king of Macedonia, left behind there—he first ruled the Greeks. 3 And he came and sought to overtake the city and plunder it and was not able because his plan was discovered by those from the city, 4 and they rose up against him in battle, and he fled and departed from there with great disappointment to return to Babylon. 5 And someone came reporting to him in Persia that the armies that went to the land of Judah had been routed. 6 And Lysias went in first with a strong force and was overthrown from their face. And they were becoming stronger because of the weapons that they took from the armies that they defeated. 7 And they had torn down the abomination that he had built on the altar in Jerusalem, and just as before, they surrounded the sanctuary with high walls, and also Beth-zur, his city. 8 And it happened when the king heard these words, he became alarmed, and he was very shaken and fell on the bed and fell into sickness from the despair because nothing had happened to him as he planned. 9 And he was there many a day because great despair continued in him, and he realized that he was dying. 10 And he called all his friends and said to them, “Sleep has departed from my eyes, and I have become fallen in my heart from worry. 11 And I said in my heart, ‘To what distress did they come? And a massive flood in which now I am!’ Because I was kind and beloved during my rule. 12 But now I remember the evils that I did in Jerusalem, and I took all the vessels, the silver, and gold in it and sent for the destruction of the inhabitants of Judah for no reason. 13 I know that because of this, these evils found me; and look, I am dying from great despair in a foreign land.” 14 And he called Philip, one of his friends, and appointed him over all his kingdom. 15 And he gave him the crown and his robe and the signet ring so that he might lead Antiochus, his son, and raise him to become king. 16 And he died there, Antiochus, the king, in the year one hundred and forty-nine.a 17 And Lysias learned that the king was dead, and he established Antiochus, his son, to become king in place of him, whom he raised from youth, and he called his name Eupator. 

The Siege of the Citadel and the Battle at Beth-zechariah

18 And those from the citadel were closing in upon Israel around the holy placesb and seeking evil through all means and support for the nations. 19 And Judas determined to remove them. And he assembled all the people to form a siege against them. 20 In the one hundred and fiftieth year, they built against them artillery machines and other war instruments. 21 And some came out of it from the siege, and some of the ungodly from Israel joined them. 22 And they went to the king and said, “Until when will you not make judgment and vengeance for our brothers? 23 We were willing to serve your father and to go by his words and to follow his commands. 24 For this reason, those of our people have become estranged from us; moreover, as many as are found among us they execute, and our possessions are plundered. 25 And it is not against us only that they stretch their hand, but also against everyone in their borders. 26 And look! They have camped today against the citadel in Jerusalem to capture it! And the sanctuary and Beth-zur they have fortified! 27 And if you should not capture them by speed, they will do more than these things, and you will not be able to stop them!” 

28 And the king was enraged when he heard this. And he gathered all his friends—rulers of his force and those over the cavalry. 29 And from other kings and from islands of the sea, hired forces came to him. 30 And the total size of his force was one hundred thousand foot soldiers and twenty thousand horsemen and thirty-two elephants familiar with battle. 31 And they came through Idumea and camped at Beth-zur, and they fought for many days and built instruments of war. And they came outa and burned them with fire and fought bravely. 32 And Judas departed from the citadel and camped in Beth-zechariah opposite the camp of the king. 33 And the king rose early in the morning and departed from the camp in its fury down the road to Beth-zechariah, and the forces prepared for battle and sounded the trumpets. 34 And to the elephants they showed juice of grapes and mulberries to arouse them for the battle. 35 And they divided the animals among the phalanxes and stationed for each elephant one thousand men, armed in chain mail and bronze helmets on their heads; and five hundred select horses were assigned to each animal. 36 These were ahead of time: wherever the animal should be, they would be, and wherever they should go, they went together; they did not depart from him. 37 And there were wooden towers on them, fortified covers on each animal, strapped on them with instruments, and on each there were thirty-two men who fought on them and an Indian to drive it. 38 And the remaining cavalry, they were stationed on one side and the other side, on the two parts of the army, for harassing, and protected by the phalanxes. 39 When the sun reflected on the gold shields, the mountains blazed because of them and lit up like flaming torches. 40 And a particular part of the army of the king was spread out over the high hills, and some were on the lower regions, and they were advancing steadily and orderly. 41 And everyone was trembling who heard the noise of their host and of the marching of the host and of the clanking of their weapons. For the army was very large and strong. 42 But Judas and his army drew near into battle, and six hundred men fell from the king’s army. 43 And Eleazar, called Sauaran, saw that one of the elephants was armed with royal armor and that it was higher than all the other elephants and saw that the king was on it. 44 And he sacrificed himself to deliver his people and keep alive for himself an eternal name. 45 And he ran at it boldly, into the middle of the phalanx, and killed men right and left, and they parted before him on both sides. 46 And he got under the elephant and stabbed the underside of it and killed it. And it fell upon the earth over him, and he died there. 47 And they saw the strength of the king and the fury of the forces, and they retreated from them. 

The Siege of the Temple

48 And from the army of the king, they went up to meet them in Jerusalem, and the king camped in Judah and in Mount Zion. 49 And he made peace with those from Beth-zur, and he came out from the city because there were no supplies for them there to close themselves in it,a because it was a Sabbath year for the land. 50 And the king captured Beth-zur and commanded a garrison there to hold it. 51 And he camped at the sanctuary many days and built there siege towers and engines of war and fire machines and catapults and a scorpion for launchingb arrows and slings. 52 And theyc also made war machines to match their war machines, and they fought many days. 53 But there was no food in their holy place because it was the seventh year, and those who were rescued to Judah from the nations had devoured the remaining provisions. 54 And a few men were left in the holy places because the famine had prevailed over them, and they each dispersed to their places. 

A Hasty Peace

55 And Lysias heard that Philip—whom the king, Antiochus, had appointed while he was alive to raise Antiochus, his son, for him to be king—56 had returned from Persia and Media, and the forces that went with the king were with him, and he was seeking to take over the affairs of the government. 57 And they went with all haste and said to the king, and the leaders of the force, and the soldiers, “We are coming to an end by the day, and our provisions are small, and the place where we camp is fortified, and the affairs of the king press against us. 58 Now then, we should give our right hand to these people, and we should make peace with them and with their whole nation. 59 And we should allow them to go and live by their customs as before. For it was because of their customs, which we abolished, that enraged them, and then they did all these things.” 60 And the speech satisfied the king and the rulers, and he sent to them to make peace, and they accepted. 61 And the king and the rulers made an oath to them. On the basis of these actions, he came out from the stronghold. 62 And the king entered into Mount Zion and saw the fortifications of the place. And he rejected the oath that he had sworn and ordered that the surrounding wall be torn down. 63 And they departed in haste and returned to Antioch and found Philip ruling the city. So he fought against him and captured the city by force. 




Bacchides and Alcimus

7 In the fifty-first year, Demetrius the son of Seleucus came out from Rome, and he went up with a few men to a seaside city and ruled there. 2 And it happened as he was entering into the royal house of his ancestors, his forces captured Antiochus and Lysias to bring them to him. 3 And the action was made known to him, and he said, “Do not show their faces to me!” 4 And so the forces killed them, and Demetrius sat upon the throne of his kingdom. 5 And there came to him all lawless and the ungodly men from Israel; and Alcimus, who wished to be high priest, was going before them. 6 And they informed on the people to the king, saying, “Judas and his brothers destroyed all your friends, and we have been driven from our land. 7 Now then, send a man who you trust, and let him go to see all the destruction that he did to us and to the territory of the king, and he chastised them and all who helped them.” 

8 And the king chose Bacchides, a friend of the king and governor in the province beyond the river and powerful in the kingdom and faithful to the king. 9 And he sent him and the ungodly Alcimus, and they set him over the priesthood and ordered him to execute vengeance among the children of Israel. 10 And he departed and came with a great force to the land of Judah, and he sent a messenger to Judas and to his brothers with peaceful words and with cunning. 11 And they paid no heed to their words, for they saw that they came with a large force. 12 And a group of scribes gathered to Alcimus and Bacchides, seeking what is righteous, 13 and the Hasideans were first among the children of Israel and asked for peace from them, 14 for they said, “A person, a priest from the seed of Aaron, has come in the force, and he will not wrong us.” 15 And he spoke peaceful words with them and promised them, saying, “We will not seek evil against you and your friends.” 16 And they trusted him, and he seized from them sixty men and killed them on a single day according to the words that were written: 

17 “The flesh of your saints and their blood 

they poured out around Jerusalem, 

and there was no one to bury them.” 

18 And fear and trembling fell on them among all the people because they said, “There is no truth or justice in them. For they have broken the agreement and the oath that they swore.” 19 And Bacchides departed from Jerusalem and camped at Bethzaith and sent and seized many from those with him, men who had deserted, and some of the people and slaughtered them in a great pit. 20 And he appointed the territory to Alcimus and left with him a force to help him. And Bacchides departed to the king. 21 And Alcimus fought for the high priesthood; 22 and they gathered to him, all who caused trouble for their people; and they gained control over the land of Judah and did great damage in Israel. 23 And Judas saw all the evil that Alcimus and those with him had done among the children of Israel. It was beyond what the nations had done. 24 And he went out in all the borders of Judea, and all around, and executed vengeance on the men and those who had deserted, and they were prevented from going into the territory. 25 But when Alcimus saw that Judas and those with him had grown strong, and he knew that he could withstand them, and he returned to the king and reported their so-called evils. 

Nicanor on a Mission to Destroy the Judeans

26 And the king sent Nicanor, one of his honored rulers and one who hated and detested Israel. And he ordered him to destroy the people. 27 And Nicanor came to Jerusalem with a large force and sent word to Judas and his brothers with deceitful words of peace, saying, 28 “Let there be no battle between me and you. I will come with a few men, that I can see you face to face with peace.” 29 And he came to Judas, and they greeted each other peacefully; and the enemies were ready to kidnap Judas. 30 And the plan was made known to Judas—that with deceit he came against him. And he was terrified from him, and he did not wish to see his face again. 31 And Nicanor learned that his plan was discovered, and he went out to meet Judas at Charpharsarama. 32 And there fell from those from Nicanor as much as five thousand men, and they fled to the city of David. 

Nicanor Threatens the Temple

33 And after these events, Nicanor went up to Mount Zion, and there came out from the priests from the holy place and from the elders of the people to greet him peacefully and to show him the burnt offering being offered on behalf of the king. 34 And he sneered at them and ridiculed them and defiled them and spoke arrogantly. 35 And he swore with rage, saying, “If Judas and his army is not handed over into my hands now or in the future, if I will return in safety, I will burn this house!” And he went out with rage. 36 And the priests went in and stood by the face of the altar and the temple and wept and said, 37 “You chose this house to be called by your name, for it to be a house for prayer and petition for your people. 38 Act with vengeance on this person and on his army, and let them fall by the sword; remember their blasphemies, and do not let them have life.” 

Nicanor Crushed

39 And Nicanor went out from Jerusalem, and they camped in Beth-horon, and the force from Syria met him. 40 And Judas camped in Adasa with three thousand men, and Judas prayed and said, 41 “Those from the king, when they spoke blasphemy, your angel went out and struck down among them one hundred and eighty-five thousand. 42 Likewise, crush this army before us today, and let those who remain know that he spoke wickedly against your holy place, and judge him according to his evil actions.” 43 And the armies engaged in battle on the thirteenth of the month of Adar, and the army of Nicanor was crushed, and he fell first in the battle. 44 But when his army saw that Nicanor had fallen, throwing down their weapons, they fled. 45 And they closely pursued them a journey of one day from Adasa as far as to come to Gezer. And they sounded the signal after them with the trumpets. 46 And there came out from all the villages of Judah all around, and they outflanked them, and they returned to them; and all of them fell by the sword, and none were left behind from them, not even one. 47 And they took the spoils and the plunder, and they removed the head of Nicanor as well as his right hand, which he stretched arrogantly, and brought them and stretched them out for display near Jerusalem. 48 And the people were cheerful very much and observed that day as a day of great celebration. 49 And they established to observe this day yearly on the thirteenth of Adar. 50 And the land of Judah rested a few days. 




The Power of the Romans

8 And Judas heard about the name of the Romans—that they were strong with might, and they found pleasure in all who joined with them and any that would continue with them, and as many as should approach them, they pledged to them friendship. 2 For they are strong in might. And it was described in detail to him their battles and bravery, which they displayed in Gaul, and that they had victory over them and held them by tribute; 3 and as much as they did in the territory of Spain, gaining control over the mines of gold and silver there; 4 and they gained control over the whole place by their planning and patience, even though the place was very far distant from them; and of the kings who came up against them from north of the land until they crushed them and struck down among them great blows, and those who remained gave them tribute each year. 5 And Philip and King Perseus of the Macedoniansa and those who rose up against them, they crushed them in battle and gained control over them. 6 And Antiochus the Great, king of Asia, who went against them in battle, having one hundred and twenty elephants and cavalry and chariots and a very large force, and they were crushed by them. 7 And they took him alive and decreed to him to give them—and also those who would rule after him—great tribute and give them hostages and territory. 8 And the territory of India and Media and Audian, and from their best territories and taking them from them, they gave them to King Eumenes. 9 And those from the Greeks had resolved to come and destroy them, 10 and the plan was discovered by them, and they sent against them a single general, and they fought against them, and they fell from him many casualties, and they took prisoner their wives and their children and plundered them and took control over their land and took down their strongholds and plundered them and enslaved them until this day. 11 And the remaining kingdoms and islands, as many as ever stood up against them, they destroyed and enslaved them. 12 But with their friends and those who relied on them, they maintained with them friendship. And they had victory over kings near and far, and as many as heard their name were terrified from them. 13 Whoever should wish to help and to rule, they will rule; whoever should wish they would remove, and they have been exalted very much. 14 And in all these actions, no one put a crown on themselves, nor do they wear purple so as to be exalted among them. 15 And they built a senate chamber for themselves; and day by day, three hundred and twenty resolve, resolving for everyone concerning the populace to govern themselves well. 16 And they entrust a single person to rule them each year and to be lord over all their land, and they all listen to the one man, and there is no malice nor jealousy among them. 

An Alliance with Rome

17 And so Judas selected Eupolemus son of John of Accos and Jason son of Eleazar and sent them to Rome to establish with them a friendship and alliance, 18 and to lift the yoke from them because they saw the kingdom of the Greeks oppressing Israel with slavery 19 And they went to Rome, and the journey was very long, and they entered into the senate chamber and reported, 20 “Judas, also called Maccabeus, and his brothers and the population of the Judeans sent us to you to establish with you an alliance and peace, and that we might be written in with your allies and your friends.” 21 And the message was pleasing before them. 22 And this is the transcript of the writing that they wrote in response on a bronze tablet and sent to Jerusalem to be with them there as a memorial of the peace and alliance: 

23 “May it be well for the Romans and the nation of the Judeans in the sea and on dry land into eternity; and the sword and enemy, may they be far removed from them. 24 If war should come to Rome first or any of their allies in all their power, 25 the nation of the Judeans will act as allies as the occasion should indicate to them with a full heart. 26 And to those who fight, they will not give nor supply grain, weapons, silver, or ships, as Rome has determined, and they will keep their obligations, receiving nothing in return. 27 By the same standards, if against the nation of the Judeans war should happen first, the Romans will act as allies from the soul as the occasion should indicate to them. 28 And to those fighting with the Judeans, there will be given no grain, weapons, or silver, as Rome has determined, and they will keep these obligations and do so with no deceit. 29 By these words, thus, the Romans have established a treaty with the people of the Judeans. 30 But if after these words both parties should resolve to add or remove, they may do so from their free choice, and what they should add or remove will be authoritative. 31 And concerning the wrongs that King Demetrius is doing against them, we have written to him saying, ‘For what reason do you make heavy your yoke on our friends, the Judean allies? 32 If therefore they appeal again against you, we will show them judgment and will fight with you by sea and by dry land.’ ” 




Battle at Berea and the Death of Judas Maccabeus

9 And Demetrius heard that Nicanor and his forces made war, and so he continued from a second time to send Bacchides and Alcimus to the land of Judah, and the right wing of the army with them. 2 And they went by road to Gilgal and camped at Mesaloth in Arbela, and they captured it, and he destroyed many people’s lives. 3 And on the first month of the one hundred and fifty-second year, they camped in Jerusalem. 4 And they departed and went to Berea with twenty thousand men and two thousand horses. 5 And Judas was camping at Eleasah, and three thousand choice men were with him. 6 And they saw the great number of the force, that they were many, and they became very afraid, and many slipped away from the army; only eight hundred of them remained. 7 And Judas saw that his army had slipped away and the battle was pressing upon him, and he was crushed in his heart because he did not have time to gather them. 8 And he grew weak and said to those remaining, “Let us rise, and let us go up against our enemies. If, then, we may be able to fight them.” 9 And they tried to turn him back, saying, “We are not able; rather, we should save our own lives now. We should return with our brothers and fight against them. But we are too few.” 10 And Judas said, “May it be never with me to do this deed, to flee from them. And our time has arrived, and we should die with courage for the sake of our brothers; and we should leave no basis for questioning our honor!” 11 And the force departed from the camp and took their positions to meet them. And the cavalry was divided into two parts, and the slingers and the bowmen went ahead of the force, and all the chief warriors did also. 12 But Bacchides was in the right flank. And the phalanx advanced from the two parts, and they sounded the trumpets, and even those with Judas, they also sounded the trumpets. 13 And the earth was shaken from their armies, and the battle was gathered from early morning until evening. 14 And Judas saw that Bacchides and the foundation of the army were on the right, and so all those courageous in the heart gathered to him. 15 And they crushed the right flank from them, and he pursued after them as far as Mount Ashdod. 16 And those on the left wing of the army saw that the right wing had been crushed, and they turned after the feet of Judas and the men with him from behind. 17 And the battle grew heavy, and many casualties fell from both sides. 18 And Judas fell, and those who remained fled. 19 And Jonathan and Simon lifted up Judas, their brother, and buried him in the tomb of their ancestors in Modein. 20 And they wept for him there, and all Israel mourned for him a great lamentation. And they mourned many days and said: 

21 “How the mighty has fallen, the deliverer of Israel!” 

22 And the rest of the words of Judas and the battles and the brave deeds that he did, and his greatness were not written down because they were very many. 

Jonathan Succeeds Judas

23 And it happened after the death of Judas, the lawless emerged in all the borders of Israel, and all the doers of injustice rose up. 24 In those days there was a very great famine, and the territory switched sides with them. 25 And Bacchides chose the ungodly men and appointed them as lords of the territory. 26 And they were seeking and searching out for friends of Judas and brought them to Bacchides, and he showed vengeance against them, and they were mocking them. 27 And there was great distress in Israel, such that had never happened from that time when the prophet had ceased from being seen among them. 28 And all the friends of Judas gathered and said to Jonathan, 29 “From when your brother Judas died, there has not been a man like him to go out against the enemies and Bacchides and among those who detest our nation. 30 Now, therefore, we have chosen you today to be for us as our ruler instead of him, and our leader to fight our battle.” 31 And Jonathan was chosen at that time for the command, and he rose in place of Judas, his brother. 

32 And Bacchides learned this and sought to kill him. 33 And Jonathan and Simon, his brother, and all those with him learned, and they fled into the wilderness of Tekoa and camped beside the water pool of Asphar. 34 And Bacchides found out on the day of the Sabbath, and he and his entire army went over the Jordan. 35 And he sent his brother as leader of the crowd and begged the Nabateans, his friends, to let them store their large amount of baggage with them. 36 And the sons of Jambri from Medeba went out and captured John and everything, as much as he had, and they departed having it. 37 After these events, they reported to Jonathan and Simon, his brother, “A son of Jambri is having a great wedding, and they are bringing the bride from Nadabath, a daughter of one of the great nobles of Canaan, with a great escort.” 38 And they remembered John, their brother, and they went up and hid under the cover of the mountain. 39 And they lifted their eyes and saw, and look, there was a noisy procession and a large amount of baggage, and the bridegroom came out as well as his friends and his brothers to meet them with tambourines and musicians and many weapons. 40 And they rose against them from the ambush and killed them, and many casualties fell, and those who remained fled into the mountains, and they took back all their vessels. 41 And the wedding changed to grief, and the music of their musicians to lament. 42 And they avenged with vengeance their brother’s blood and returned to the hills of the Jordan. 

43 And Bacchides heard and went on the day of the Sabbath as far as the flood plain of the Jordan with a large force. 44 And Jonathan said to his brothers, “We must rise now and fight on behalf of our lives! For it is not today like it was yesterday or the day before. 45 For look! The battle is before us and behind of us. But the water of the Jordan is on one side and on the other side, and there is the marsh and the forest! There is no place to turn. 46 Now, therefore, cry out to heaven so that you might be rescued from our enemies’ hand.” 47 And the battle began, and Jonathan stretched out his hand to strike Bacchides, and he turned aside from him to the rear. 48 And Jonathan and those with him jumped into the Jordan and swam across to the other side, and they did not cross over the Jordan against them. 49 And about one thousand men perished from Bacchides’ side on that day. 

Bacchides Fortifies Cities

50 And they turned back to Jerusalem, and they built fortified cities in Judah—the stronghold in Jericho and Emmaus and Beth-horon and Bethel and Timnah and Pirathon and Tephon—with high walls and gates and bars. 51 And they put a garrison in each of them to cause hostility against Israel. 52 And they fortified the city, both Beth-zur and Gazara and the citadel, and they put in them forces and provisions of food. 53 And they took the sons of the leaders of the territory hostage and put them in the citadel in Jerusalem in prison. 

54 And in the one hundred and fifty-third year, in the second month, Alcimus ordered the wall of the courtyard of the interior sanctuary to be taken down, and he took down the works of the prophets. And he began to tear it down. 55 At that time, Alcimus was struck, and his work was hindered, and his mouth was stopped, and he was disabled and could not continue to speak a word and to give commands about his house. 56 And Alcimus died at that time with great torment. 57 And Bacchides saw that Alcimus had died, and he returned to the king; and the land of Judah rested for two years. 

58 And all the lawless resolved, saying, “Look, Jonathan and those with him live in peace, confidently. Now, therefore, we will bring Bacchides, and he will capture them all in a single night.” 59 And going, they consulted with him. 60 And he departed to come with a large force and sent messages secretly to all his allies in Judah so that they might seize Jonathan and those with him. And they were not able because their plan became known to them. 61 And they captured from the men of the territory the leaders in this evil plan, about fifty men, and he killed them. 62 And Jonathan and Simon and those with him moved to Bethbasi in the wilderness and rebuilt what was torn down of it and made it firm. 63 And Bacchides found this out and gathered all his forces and sent orders to those from Judah. 64 And arriving, he camped against Bethbasi and fought it many days and built instruments of war. 65 And Jonathan abandoned Simon, his brother, in the city, and he went out into the territory and went with a small number of men. 66 And he beat down Odomera and his brothers and the sons of Phasiron in their home, and he began to attack and go up with the force. 67 And Simon and those with him came out from the city and burned the machines of war. 68 And they fought against Bacchides, and he was crushed by them. And they were afflicting him very hard because his plan and his expedition was a failure. 69 And they were made angry with rage against the lawless men who advised him to come to the territory, and they killed many of them and resolved to depart to his land. 70 And Jonathan learned and sent to him ambassadors to make a peace treaty with him and to obtain release of the captives to them. 71 And it was accepted, and he did as he said, and he swore to him not to seek him out in evil all the days of his life. 72 And he restored the captives to him, which he had taken prisoner previously from the land of Judah. And turning back, he departed to his land and did not continue to still come to their borders. 73 And the sword of Israel rested, and Jonathan lived in Michmash. And Jonathan began to judge the people and rid the ungodly from Israel. 




The Rise of Alexander, Jonathan as High Priest

10 And in the one hundred and sixtieth year, Alexander the son of Antiochus Epiphanes went up and captured Ptolemais, and they welcomed him, and he ruled there. 2 And Demetrius, the king, heard this and gathered very many forces, and he went out to meet them in battle. 3 And Demetrius sent a letter to Jonathan in peaceful words, so as to honor him, 4 for he said, “We should take advantage to establish peace with him before he should establish it with Alexander against us. 5 For he will remember all the evils that we did to him and among his brothers and his nation.” 6 And he gave him authority to recruit forces and build weapons and to become his ally with him. And the hostages in the citadel, he said to hand them over to him. 

7 And Jonathan came into Jerusalem and read the letter to the ears of all the people and those from the citadel. 8 And they became afraid with a great fear when they heard that the king had given to them authority to recruit forces. 9 And those from the citadel gave over to Jonathan the hostages and restored them to their parents. 10 And Jonathan dwelled in Jerusalem and began to rebuild and restore the city. 11 And he said to those doing the work to rebuild the wall and surrounding Mount Zion using four-square stones for fortifications, and they did just that. 12 And the foreigners who were in the stronghold that Bacchides built fled. 13 And each left his place and departed to his land. 14 Only in Beth-zur there remained some who had forsaken the law and the commandments. For it was to them a place of refuge. 

15 And Alexander, the king, heard about the promises, as many as Demetrius sent to Jonathan, and they described in detail to him the battles and the bravery that he and his brothers had performed and the troubles that they had experienced. 16 And he said, “Could we never find such a man! And now we should make him our friend and ally.” 17 And he wrote letters and sent them to him in these words, saying, 

18 “King Alexander, to brother Jonathan: Greetings. 19 We have heard about you, that you are a good man with might, and worthy to be our friend. 20 And now we have established you today as high priest of your nation and to be called a friend of the king”—and they sent him a purple robe and gold crown—“and you are to think about our affairs and maintain a friendship toward us.” 

21 And Jonathan put on the holy robe in the seventh month of the one hundred and sixtieth year during the Festival of Booths, and he recruited forces and made many weapons. 

Demetrius Sends a Letter to Jonathan

22 And Demetrius heard about these words, and he was grieved and said, 23 “What is this we have done that Alexander has prevented us from forming a friendship with the Judeans for support? 24 I also will write them words of encouragement and praise and gifts, that they might be with me for support.” 25 And he sent a letter to them in these words: 

“King Demetrius, to the nation of the Judeans: Greetings. 26 Since you have kept the agreement toward us and maintained our friendship and have not gone to our enemies, we heard of this and rejoiced. 27 And now, continue to stay to maintain the trust toward us, and we will repay you with good for what you do with us. 28 And we will permit you many immunities and give you gifts. 29 And now, we release you and exempt all Judeans from tribute and the salt taxa and from the crown. 30 And instead of the third of the grain, and instead of the half of the fruit of the trees added to me, to take, I release them from today and onward to take from the land of Judah and from the three districts added to her, from Samaria and Galilee, from this day and for all time. 31 And Jerusalem will be holy and free, and also her borders, from tithes and taxes. 32 I am also releasing my authority over the citadel in Jerusalem and am giving it to the high priest so that he might station men in it whom he might choose to guard it. 33 And every life of a Judean who has been taken prisoner from the land of Judah to any part of my kingdom, I am releasing free as a gift, and all must release their tribute and livestock. 34 And all the festivals and Sabbaths and new moons and appointed days, and the three days before a festival and the three days after a festival, all shall be days of exemption and release for all the Judeans who are in all my kingdom. 35 And no one will have authority to accomplish and disturb anyone of them about any affair. 36 And let the Judeans be enrolled in the forces of the king to the number of thirty thousand men, and provisions be given to them as is appropriate for all the forces of the king. 37 And some of them will be stationed in the great stronghold of the king, and some of these will be set in positions of need in the kingdom, being in trust, and those over them also, their rulers, from them must be, and they must live by their law, just as also the king has prescribed in the land of Judah. 38 And the three districts added to Judah from the territory of Samaria, they must be added to Judah, for considering them as being under one ruler, to not obey any other authority but the high priest. 39 Ptolemais, and the land beside it, I have given as a gift to the sanctuary in Jerusalem for the necessary expenses of the sanctuary. 40 And I, I have delegated by the year fifteen thousand shekels of silver from the word of the king from the places they belong. 41 And all the additional funds that are not returned from the necessity as in the previous years from now, they should be given for the service of the house. 42 And beyond this, five thousand shekels of silver, which they were receiving from the service as in the first year of the holy place from the account by year, also this I release because these belong to the priests who minister. 43 And any—if they should have fled to the temple in Jerusalem or in all its borders—who owe money to the king and all debts are to be released, and all, as much as is theirs, in my kingdom. 44 And the building and the restoring of the work of the sanctuary and the expense will be given from the account of the king. 45 And for the building of the wall of Jerusalem and fortifications all around, also the expense will be given from the account of the king, as well as for the building of the wall in Judah.” 

Demetrius Rejected

46 But when Jonathan and the people heard these words, they did not believe them or accept them because they remembered the great evil that he had done in Israel. And he had afflicted them very much. 47 And they found pleasure in Alexander because he was the leader who spoke peaceful words to them, and they were allied with him all his days. 48 And Alexander, the king, assembled great forces and camped opposite Demetrius. 49 And the two kings engaged in battle, and the army of Demetrius fled; and Alexander pursued him and prevailed over him. 50 And he pressed battle very much until the sun sank, and Demetrius fell on that day. 

Alexander Marries Cleopatra

51 And Alexander sent to Ptolemy, king of Egypt, ambassadors by these words, saying, 52 “Since I have returned to my kingdom and sit upon my father’s throne and have established my rule, I crushed Demetrius and gained control over our territory. 53 And I engaged against him in battle, and he and his army were crushed beneath us, and we have sat upon the throne of his kingdom. 54 And we should gather to him a friendship. And now give me your daughter as my wife, and I will become a son-in-law to you, and I will give you and to her gifts that are worthy of you.” 55 And Ptolemy, the king, answered, saying, “It is a good day on which you returned to your ancestors’ land and sit upon their kingdom’s throne. 56 And now I will do for you what you wrote, but you must meet me in Ptolemais so that we might see each other; and I will become a father-in-law to you, just as you said.” 57 And Ptolemy went out from Egypt, he and Cleopatra, his daughter, and they arrived in Ptolemais in the one hundred and sixty-second year. 58 And Alexander, the king, met him, and he gave him Cleopatra, his daughter. And he performed her wedding in Ptolemais, just as kings with great glory do. 

59 And Alexander, the king, wrote to Jonathan to come to meet him. 60 And he went with glory to Ptolemais and met the two kings and gave them gold and silver, as well as to their friends, and many gifts, and he found favor before them. 61 And sinister men from Israel gathered against him, wicked men, to gain audience against him, and the king did not heed them. 62 And the king gave orders to them, and Jonathan took off his robe, and he put on him a purple robe, and they did so. 63 And the king sat him with him and said to his rulers, “Go out with him to the middle of the city and proclaim that no one is to bring charges against this one concerning any action, and that no one annoy him about any matter.” 64 And it happened when those who would accuse him saw the honor shown to him just as they proclaimed, and that they clothed him with fine linen, and they all fled. 65 And the king honored him and enrolled him among his foremost friends and appointed him as general and governor. 66 And Jonathan returned to Jerusalem with peace and cheer. 

Jonathan Defeats Apollonius

67 And in the one hundred and sixty-fifth year, Demetrius, the son of Demetrius, came from Crete to his ancestors’ land. 68 And King Alexander heard, and he was very vexed, and he returned to Antioch. 69 And Demetrius appointed Apollonius to be over Coele Syria, and he gathered a great force and camped in Jamnia. And he sent a message to Jonathan, the high priest, saying, 70 “You alone rise up against us. But I have become as a mockery and a disgrace because of you. Why do you exercise authority against us in the mountains? 71 Now, therefore, if you have confidence in your forces, come down to us into the plain, and we will compare ourselves there, because the power of the cities is with me. 72 Ask and learn who I am and those who remain helping me. And they will say there is no standing on foot for you against our face because twice your ancestors were put to flight in their own land. 73 And now you will not be able to stand before the cavalry and such power in the plain where there is no stone nor pebble nor place to flee.” 

74 But when Jonathan heard the words of Apollonius, he was roused in the mind and selected ten thousand men and went out from Jerusalem, and Simon, his brother, met him in order to help him. 75 And he camped at Joppa, and those from the city shut him out because of the garrison of Apollonius in Joppa. And they fought it. 76 And in fear, those from the city opened the gates, and Jonathan took control of Joppa. 77 And Apollonius heard about this and mustered three thousand cavalry and a large force, and he traveled to Ashdod as though he were going through. And at the same time, he led them into the plain, for he had a great number of cavalry, and he trusted upon it. 78 And he closely pursued after him to Ashdod, and the armies engaged in battle from behind him. 79 And Apollonius had secretly abandoned one thousand cavalry behind them. 80 And Jonathan knew that there was an ambush behind him, and they surrounded his army and showered arrows into the people from early morning until evening. 81 But the people stood fast just as Jonathan ordered, and their horses grew tired. 82 And Simon drew forward his force and engaged against the phalanx because the cavalry were exhausted; and they were crushed by him, and they fled. 83 And the cavalry was dispersed on the plain. And they fled to Ashdod and entered into Beth-dagon, their idol’s temple, for deliverance. 84 And Jonathan burned Ashdod and the cities around it, and he took their spoils and the sacred place of Dagon, and he burned its sacred place with fire. 85 And those who fell by the sword were, along with those burned, nearly eight thousand men. 86 And Jonathan departed from there and camped in Askalon, and those from the city came out to meet him with great honor. 87 And Jonathan returned with those with him, having much plunder. 88 And it happened when King Alexander heard these things, he continued to honor Jonathan. 89 And he sent him a golden buckle as it was custom to give to the kinsman of the king, and he gave him Ekron and all its borders to be his possession of land. 




Egypt Invades Syria

11 And the king of Egypt gathered many forces, like the sand from the seashore, and many ships, and he sought to take over the kingdom of Alexander by deceit and to add it to his kingdom. 2 And he went out to Syria with peaceful words, and those from the cities opened their gates to him and met him because the command of Alexander the king was to meet him because of being his father-in-law. 3 But when Ptolemy entered into the cities, he stationed the forces as a garrison in each city. 4 Now when he came near to Ashdod, they showed him the temple of Dagon, which was burnt, and Ashdod and its surrounding villages that were destroyed, and the corpses thrown around, and the burnt bodies, which he had set on fire during the battle, because they built heaps of them along his road. 5 And they set out the details to the king of what Jonathan had done, to blame him; and the king was silent. 6 And Jonathan met the king in Joppa with honor, and they greeted each other and slept there. 7 And Jonathan went with the king as far as the river called Eleutherus and then returned to Jerusalem. 8 So King Ptolemy took control over the cities of the coast as far as Seleucia by the seaside, and he continued to devise evil plans against Alexander. 9 And he sent ambassadors to King Demetrius, saying, “Come, we should make a treaty between ourselves, and I will give you my daughter, who Alexander possesses, and you will rule your father’s kingdom. 10 For I regret giving him my daughter, because he tried to kill me.” 11 And he blamed him because he desired his kingdom. 12 And removing his daughter, he gave her to Demetrius; and the face of Alexander was altered, and their hostility became clear. 

13 And Ptolemy entered into Antioch and put round his head the crown of Asia; and he put two crowns on his head: the crown of Asia and of Egypt. 14 But Alexander, the king, was in Cilicia during those times because the people from those places had revolted. 15 And Alexander heard and moved against him in battle, and Ptolemy marched out and met him with a mighty hand and put him to flight. 16 And Alexander fled to Arabia, and he hid there; but the king, Ptolemy, was exalted. 17 And Zabdiel the Arabian removed the head of Alexander and sent it to Ptolemy. 18 And King Ptolemy died on the third day, and those who were in his strongholds were destroyed by those in the strongholds. 19 And so Demetrius ruled in the one hundred and sixty-seventh year. 

Jonathan’s Efforts at Diplomacy

20 In those days, Jonathan gathered those from Judah to attack the citadel in Jerusalem and built against her many war machines. 21 And some wicked men who hated their nation went to the king and reported to him that Jonathan had laid siege to the citadel. 22 And hearing this, he grew angry. Now as soon as he heard, immediately marching, he went to Ptolemais and wrote to Jonathan to not continue the siege and to meet him to speak with him in Ptolemais quickly. 23 But when Jonathan heard, he ordered the siege to continue, and he chose some from the elders of Israel and the priests, and he placed himself in danger. 24 And taking gold and silver and clothing and many other gifts, he went to the king in Ptolemais, and he found favor before him. 25 And some lawless men from the nation attempted to obtain an audience against him. 26 And the king did for him just as those before him had done for him, and he honored him before all his friends. 27 And he confirmed him in the high priesthood, and in as many other honors as he had previously. And he made him the foremost friend to rule. 28 And Jonathan requested the king to make Judah free from tribute, and the three districts and Samaria, and promised him three hundred talents. 29 And the king approved and wrote Jonathan letters about all these things, having done it in this way: 

30 “King Demetrius, to Jonathan his brother, greetings, and also to the nation of the Judeans. 31 The copy of the letter that we wrote to Lasthenes our kinsman concerning you, we wrote also to you, so that you might know what it says. 

32 “King Demetrius, to Lasthenes his father: Greetings. 33 To the nation of the Judeans, our friends and those who observe what is righteous to us, we have determined to do good because of their affection toward us. 34 Therefore, we have confirmed for them the borders of Judah, and the three districts of Aphairema and Lydda and Rathamin were added to Judah from Samaria, and all that border them, to all who sacrifice in Jerusalem rather than the revenues of the crown, which the king received from them previously by the year from the produce of the land and the fruit trees. 35 And the others belonging to us from now on—of the tithes and the taxes belonging to us, and those of the salt pits and the crowns belonging to us—all of them we will grant release for them. 36 And nothing shall ever be rejected of these from now for all time. 

37 “Now, therefore, take care to make a copy of this, and it must be given to Jonathan and placed on the holy mountain in a useful and notable place.” 

Jonathan’s Forces Rescue Demetrius

38 And Demetrius, the king, saw that the land was quiet before him, and nothing stood against him; and so, he dismissed all his forces, each to his own place, except the foreign forces, whom he had enlisted from the islands of the nations. And all the forces who were from his ancestors hated them. 39 But there was Trypho of those from Alexander previously, and he saw that all the forces were complaining about Demetrius; and so he went to Imalkue the Arabian, who was raising Antiochus, the younger son of Alexander. 40 And he insisted to him that he should hand over him to him that he would rule instead of his father. And also, they reported to him as much as Demetrius had accomplished and about the hostility that his forces showed to him. And he stayed there many days. 

41 And Jonathan sent word to Demetrius, the king, that he might drive out those from the citadel from Jerusalem and those in the strongholds, because they were fighting Israel. 42 And Demetrius sent to Jonathan, saying, “Not only will I do this for you and your nation, but I will also honor you and your nation with glory should I find the opportunity. 43 Now, therefore, you will do well to send us men who will be allies to me, because all my forces have left me.” 44 And Jonathan sent three thousand strong men with their might into Antioch, and they came to the king, and the king was cheerful at their arrival. 45 And those from the city gathered together in the middle of the city to the number of one hundred and twenty thousand men, and they wished to kill the king. 46 And the king fled into the palace; and those from the city took control of the streets of the city, and they began to make war. 47 And the king called for the Judeans for help, and they gathered to him all together and spread out in the city and killed in the city in that day up to one hundred thousand. 48 And they burned the city and took many spoils on that day and delivered the king. 49 And those from the city saw that the Judeans had gained control over the city as they wished, and they grew weak in their minds and cried out to the king with a petition, saying, 50 “Grant us your right hand and let stop the Judeans fighting us and the city.” 51 And they threw down the weapons and made peace. And the Judeans were honored before the king and before all of those in his kingdom, and they returned to Jerusalem, having many spoils. 52 And Demetrius, the king, sat on his kingdom’s throne, and the land rested before him. 53 And he acted falsely about everything, as much as he had said, and he estranged himself from Jonathan and did not repay the favor that he had paid to him and afflicted him very much. 

Jonathan and Simon

54 But after this, Trypho returned, and Antiochus, the young boy, was with him. And he began to rule and put on the crown. 55 And he gathered to him all the forces whom Demetrius had discharged, and they fought against him, and he fled and was routed. 56 And Trypho took elephants, and he took control of Antioch. 57 And Antiochus the younger wrote to Jonathan, saying, “I confirm you in the high priesthood and set you over the four districts, and you are to be the friends of the king.” 58 And he sent him a golden cup and a table service and gave him the right to drink in golden cup and to be dressed in purple and to have a golden buckle. 59 And Simon, his brother, he appointed governor from the Ladder of Tyre as far as the borders of Egypt. 60 And Jonathan went out and went over the river and among the cities, and he gathered to him all of Syria’s forces to ally. And he went to Askalon, and those from the city greeted him with honor. 61 And he departed from there to Gaza, and those from Gaza shut him out, and so he camped against them and burned their surrounding fortifications with fire and plundered them. 62 And those from Gaza begged Jonathan, and he gave them his right hand and took their ruler’s sons as hostages and sent them away to Jerusalem. And he continued through the territory as far as Damascus. 

63 And Jonathan heard that the rulers of Demetrius had arrived in Kadesh in Galilee with many forces, wishing to turn him away from his office. 64 And he met them, but his brother, Simon, he left behind in the territory. 65 And Simon camped in Beth-zur and fought them many days and hedged in it. 66 And they begged him to receive his right hand, and he gave it to them and drove them out from there and took control of the city and set over it a garrison. 67 And Jonathan and his army camped beside the spring of Gennesaret. And they rose early in the morning to march to the plain of Hazor. 68 And look, the foreign army met them in the plain, and they set an ambush against them in the hills. They met from opposite each other. 69 But the ambush rose from their places and joined the battle. And all those from Jonathan fled; 70 not even one remained from them except Mattathias the son of Absalom and Judah the son of Chalphi, the rulers of the forces of the force. 71 And Jonathan tore his robes and put dirt on his head and prayed. 72 And then he returned to them for battle and routed them, and they fled. 73 And those fleeing from him saw this and returned to him, and they pursued after him as far as Kedesh—as far as their camp—and they camped there. 74 And there fell from the foreigners on that day to the number of three thousand men. And Jonathan returned to Jerusalem. 




Alliances with Rome and Sparta

12 And Jonathan saw that the time worked for him and selected men and sent them to Rome to establish and to restore the friendship toward them. 2 And to the Spartans and other places, he sent letters according to this. 3 And they traveled to Rome and went into the senate chamber, and they said, “Jonathan, the high priest, and the nation of the Judeans sent us to renew the friendship with them and the alliance just as previously.” 4 And they gave them letters to the people by place that they sent before them to the land of Judah with peace. 5 And this is a copy of the letter that Jonathan wrote to the Spartans: 

6 “Jonathan, high priest of the nation, and the council and the priests and the remaining people of the Judeans, to the Spartans, their brothers: Greetings. 7 Still previously, letters were sent to Onias, the high priest from Arius, who ruled among you, that you are our brothers, as the copy given below shows. 8 And Onias welcomed the man who was sent with honor and received the letters, in which it was quite clear concerning our alliance and friendship. 9 We, therefore, being without need of these things since we have the encouragement of the holy books in our hands, 10 we are endeavoring to send to you to renew brotherhood and friendship so that we might not be cut off from you. For much time has passed from when you sent word to us. 11 We, therefore, during all time, remember you constantly during the festivals and on the remaining appropriate days, on which we bring sacrifices and in prayers, as it is necessary and fitting to remember brothers. 12 We regularly are cheerful in your glory. 13 But as for us, many afflictions and many battles have surrounded us, and kings around us have fought us. 14 We do not wish, therefore, to disturb you nor our other allies and friends with these battles. 15 For we have help from heaven aiding us, and we were rescued from our enemies, and our enemies were made low. 16 We chose, then, Numenius of Antiochus and Antipater of Jason, and we have sent them to the Romans to renew the friendship to them and the earlier alliance. 17 We commanded them also to go to you and to greet you and to give to you the letters from us regarding the renewal and our brotherhood. 18 And now, please, make a reply to us to this.” 

19 And this is the transcript of the message that they sent to Onias. 

20 “Arius, king of the Spartans, to Onias, the high priest: Greetings. 21 It was found in writing concerning both the Spartans and the Judeans that they were brothers and that they are from the ancestry of Abraham. 22 And now, from what we know of this, please act by writing to us concerning your welfare. 23 Also we write to you: Your livestock and your property are ours, and those of us are yours. We are ordering, therefore, that they should report to you about these things.” 

Battles of Jonathan and Simon

24 And Jonathan heard that the rulers of Demetrius had returned with many forces beyond the first to fight against him. 25 And he departed from Jerusalem and met them in the territory of Hamath. For he did not give them opportunity to invade in his own territory. 26 And he sent spies into his camp, and they returned and reported to him that they were stationed in such a way as to fall upon them during the night. 27 So when the sun had set, Jonathan commanded those beside him to be awake and to be at their weapons to prepare for battle for the whole night, and he placed advanced guards around the camp. 28 And the enemies heard that Jonathan and those beside him had prepared for battle, and they were afraid and cowered in fear in their hearts, and they kindled fires in their camp. 29 But Jonathan and those beside him did not know until morning, for they saw the lights burning. 30 And he closely pursued after them and did not overtake them, for they crossed over the Eleutherus river. 31 And Jonathan turned aside against the Arabians, called the Zabadeans, and he struck them and took their spoils. 32 And marching, they came to Damascus and traveled through in the whole territory. 33 And Simon went out and marched as far as Askalon and the neighboring strongholds, and he turned aside to Joppa and captured it, 34 for he heard that they wished to give over the stronghold to those from Demetrius, and he stationed there a garrison so that they might guard it. 

35 And Jonathan returned and assembled the elders of the people and resolved with them to build strongholds in Judah 36 and to build the walls of Jerusalem even higher and to set up a great barrier between the citadel and the city for separating it from the city so that it would be, accordingly, that people could neither buy nor sell. 37 And so they gathered to build. And the wall of the wadi from the east had fallen, and he repaired the part called Chaphenatha. 38 And Simon built up Adida in the Shephelah, and he fortified gates and bars. 

Jonathan Captured by Trypho

39 And Trypho sought to become king over Asia and put on the crown and stretched his hands upon Antiochus, the king. 40 And he was afraid lest Jonathan should not allow him and lest he should fight against him. So he sought a ford in order to capture and kill him; and departing, he went to Beth-shan. 41 And Jonathan went out to meet him with forty thousand men selected for battle, and they went to Beth-shan. 42 And Trypho saw that he was present with many forces, and he was afraid to stretch his hands against him. 43 And he welcomed him with honor and commended him to all his friends and gave him gifts and commanded his friends and his forces to listen to him in like manner. 44 And he said to Jonathan, “Why did you smite all these people, with battle not having come to us? 45 And now, send them to their homes, and choose for yourself a few men who will be with you. And come with me to Ptolemais, and I will give it over to you and the remaining strongholds and the many forces and all those over the royal service. And turning, I will depart; for this reason, I am here.” 46 And trusting him, he did just as he said and sent away the forces, and they departed to the land of Judah. 47 He kept behind with himself three thousand men, of which two thousand he left in Galilee, but one thousand went with him. 

48 But when Jonathan entered into Ptolemais, the people of Ptolemais shut the gates and captured him; and everyone assembled with him, they killed with the sword. 49 And Trypho sent forces and cavalry to Galilee to the great plain to destroy all those from Jonathan. 50 And they learned that he had been captured, and they had also killed those with him. And they exhorted each other, and they continued marching, forming up, prepared for battle. 51 And those pursuing them saw that it was about life for them, and they turned back. 52 And all of them came with peace to the land of Judah and mourned for Jonathan and those with him, and they became very afraid, and Israel mourned with great grief. 53 And all the nations around them sought to destroy them, for they said, “They have no man, ruler, or helper. Now, therefore, we should attack them and remove their memory from humanity.” 




Simon Takes Command

13 And Simon heard that Trypho had gathered a large force to come to the land of Judah to destroy it, 2 and he saw the people, that they were trembling and terrified. And so, he went up to Jerusalem and assembled the people. 3 And he encouraged them and said to them, “You know yourselves how much I and my brothers and my father’s house have done for the laws and the sanctuary and the battles and the difficulties. 4 For this reason, all my brothers were killed for the sake of Israel, and I alone am remaining. 5 And now it is not for me to spare my life in any time of distress, for I am not better than my brothers. 6 Except I will exact vengeance for my nation and for the sanctuary and for our wives and children, because all the nations are gathering to destroy us out of hatred.” 7 And the spirit of his people was revived when they heard these words. 8 And they responded with a loud voice, saying, “You are our leader instead of Judas and Jonathan, your brother. 9 Fight our battle, and everything, however much you should say to us, we will do.” 10 And he gathered all the men who were warriors and hurried to finish the walls of Jerusalem, and he fortified it all around. 11 And he sent Jonathan the son of Absalom, and with him an adequate force, to Joppa, and he drove out those who were in it and remained there, in Joppa. 

Trypho’s Treachery

12 And Trypho departed from Ptolemais with a large force to go into the land of Judah, and Jonathan was with him under guard. 13 Simon camped at Adida, according to the face of the plain. 14 And Trypho knew that Simon had risen up in the place of Jonathan his brother and that he was about to engage him in battle, and he sent to him envoys, saying, 15 “Concerning the silver which Jonathan your brother owes to the royal treasury, through which he has royal offices, that is why we are detaining him. 16 And now, send one hundred talents of silver and two of his sons as hostages so that when we release him, he might not revolt against us, and we will release him.” 17 And Simon knew that they were speaking deceit to him, and he sent the silver and the young men, lest he would cause great hostility toward the people, 18 saying, “It was because he did not send him the silver and the sons that Jonathan was killed.” 19 And he sent the sons and the one hundred talents, and he was deceived, and Trypho did not release Jonathan. 20 And after this, Trypho came to invade into the city and to destroy it, and he surrounded the way to Adora and Simon, and his army marched along opposite him to every place that he was going. 21 Now those from the citadel were sending envoys and urging him to come to him through the wilderness and to send them provisions. 22 And Trypho prepared all his cavalry to come. And during that night there was very much snow, and he did not come through the snow. And he departed and went to Gilead. 23 When he approached Baskama, he killed Jonathan. And he was buried there. 24 And Trypho returned and departed to his own land. 

Jonathan Buried

25 And Simon sent for and received the bones of Jonathan, his brother, and buried him in Modein, his ancestor’s city. 26 And all Israel mourned for him with great mourning, and they mourned for him many days. 27 And Simon built upon the tomb of his ancestors and his brothers, and he raised it high to be seen, with polished stones from the back and from the front. 28 And he erected seven pyramids, one opposite of the other one, for his father and mother and four brothers. 29 And for these, he built an elaborate setting placed around the large pillars, and he built over the pillars suits of armor to be an eternal memorial, and beside the armor engraved ships for observance by all who sail the sea. 30 This is the tomb that he built in Modein; it is still there until this day. 

Simon and Demetrius Attain Peace

31 Now Trypho went with deceit with Antiochus, the young king, and killed him. 32 And he began to rule in his place, and he put on the crown of Asia and performed great misfortune upon the land. 

33 And Simon built up the stronghold of Judah and walled them with high towers and great walls and towers and gates and bars and put food stores in the strongholds. 34 And Simon chose men, and he sent them to King Demetrius to provide debt relief for the territory because all Trypho did was plunder. 35 And Demetrius, the king, sent him according to these words and responded to him and wrote to him a message that looked like this: 

36 “King Demetrius, to Simon, high priest and friend of kings, and to the elders and the nation of the Judeans: Greetings. 37 The gold crown and the palm branch that you sent, we have received, and we are ready to make great peace with you and to write to those over the offices to permit you remission from tribute. 38 And as much as we have established to you, it remains set, and the strongholds that you have built, let them be for you alone. 39 We forgive you for errors and offenses to the present day and the crown tax that you owe; and if some other tax is collected in Jerusalem, no longer should it be collected. 40 And if some of you are suitable to be enrolled into those for us, let them be enrolled, and let there be between us peace.” 

41 During the one hundred and seventieth year, the yoke of the nations was removed from Israel. 42 And the people of Israel began to write in the documents and contracts: “In the first year for Simon, the great high priest and governor and leader of the Judeans.” 

Simon Captures Gazara

43 On those days he camped at Gazara, and he surrounded it with soldiers and built siege equipment and brought it to the city and struck one tower and captured it. 44 And those in the siege engine leaped out into the city, and there was a great uproar in the city. 45 And those in the city went up with their wives and children onto the wall, tearing their robes, and they cried out with a loud voice, begging Simon to give his right hand to them. 46 And they said, “Do not treat us according to our wickedness but according to your mercy!” 47 And Simon made an agreement with them, and he did not fight them, and he moved them out from the city and cleansed the houses in which there were idols. And this is how he entered into it: with hymns and praises. 48 And he removed from it all impurity and settled in it men who do the law, and he strengthened it and built a home for himself in it. 

Simon Occupies the Citadel in Jerusalem

49 Those from the citadel in Jerusalem were prevented from going out into the territory and to buy or sell, and they were very hungry; and some from them died because of the famine. 50 And they cried out to Simon to receive his right hand. And he gave it to them, and he removed them from there and cleansed the citadel from the defilement. 51 And he entered into it on the twenty-third day of the second month of the one hundred and seventy-first year with praise and palm branches, and with lyres and with cymbals and with stringed instruments and with hymns and with songs, because a great enemy was crushed from Israel. 52 And he decreed according to the year to observe this day. And he strengthened the mountain of the temple beside the citadel, and he and those beside him lived there. 53 And Simon saw John, his son, that he was a man, and he stationed him over all the forces, and he lived in Gazara. 




Demetrius Captured

14 And in the one hundred and seventy-second year, Demetrius, the king, assembled his forces and went to Media to gain help for himself so that he could fight Trypho. 2 And Arsaces, the king of Persia and Media, heard that Demetrius came into his borders, and he sent one of his rulers to capture him alive. 3 And he went and struck the camp of Demetrius and captured him and brought him to Arsaces, and he placed him in prison. 

The Peace of Simon

4 And the land rested all the days of Simon, and he sought good things for his nation; and his rule pleased them, and also was his honor all the days. 5 And with all his glory, he took Joppa to be a harbor and made an entrance to the islands of the sea. 6 And he extended the borders for his nation and took control of the territory. 7 And he gathered many captives and ruled Gazara and Beth-zur and the citadel, and he removed the impurities from it. And there was no one who opposed him. 8 And they were farmers in their land with peace, and the land produced their crops, and the trees of the plains their fruit. 9 Old men sat in the streets; they all took counsel about good things, and the young put on honor and armor for battle. 10 He provided food for the cities and stationed them with equipment for defense wherever his glorious name was called, as far as the ends of the land. 11 He maintained peace over the land, and Israel was cheerful with great cheer. 12 And each person sat by his vine and his fig tree, and there was nothing terrifying them. 13 And there was an end of their battles over the land, and their kings were crushed in those days. 14 And he supported all the lowly ones among his people; he observed the law and removed all lawlessness and evil. 15 He made the sanctuary glorious and added more vessels for the sanctuary. 

Alliances with Rome and Sparta Renewed

16 And it was heard in Rome that Jonathan had died, and also as far as Sparta, and they were very grieved. 17 But when they heard that Simon, his brother, had become high priest in his place and was ruling over the territory and the cities in it, 18 they wrote to him on bronze tablets to renew with him the friendship and alliance that they had established to Judas and Jonathan, his brothers. 19 And they were read before the assembly in Jerusalem. 20 And this is the transcript of the message that the Spartans sent: 

“The rulers of the Spartans and the city, to Simon, the high priest, and to the elders and the priests and the remaining people of the Judeans, brothers: Greetings. 21 The ambassadors sent to our people reported to us about your glory and honor, and we were cheerful over their arrival. 22 And we have recorded what was said by them in the counsels of the people as follows: ‘Numenius of Antiochus and Antipater of Jason, ambassadors of the Judeans, came to us renewing the friendship to us. 23 And it pleased the people to welcome the men with honor and to put the transcript of their words in the public for the people, documents of memory that the Spartan people should have. But the transcript of these they wrote to Simon, the high priest.’ ” 

24 After this, Simon sent Numenius to Rome bearing a great golden shield weighing one thousand minas to establish to them the alliance. 

Official Honors for Simon

25 When the people heard these words, they said, “What favor will we return to Simon and his sons? 26 For they stood firm, he and his brothers and his father’s house, and they fought the enemies of Israel away from them and established freedom for it.” And he inscribed on bronze tablets and placed them in a pillar on Mount Zion. 27 And this is the transcript of the inscription: 

“On the eighteenth day of Elul, of the one hundred and seventy-second year—and this is the third year for Simon, the high priest—28 in Saramel over the great congregation of the priests and people and rulers of the nation and the elders of the territory, it was made known to us. 29 Since war often occurs in the territory, Simon the son of Mattathias, the son of the sons of Joiarib, and his brothers placed themselves in danger, and they stood against the enemies of their nation so that their sanctuary and the laws might be established. And they have honored their nation with great glory. 30 And Jonathan assembled their nation and became a high priest for them and added to his people. 31 And their enemies wished to invade into their territory in order to destroy their territory and stretched their hands over their sanctuary. 32 Then Simon rose up and fought for his nation and expended much of his own money and armed the men of the force of his nation and gave them provisions. 33 And he fortified the cities of Judah and Beth-zur on the borders of Judah, where the weapons of the enemies were previously, and he stationed there garrisons of Judean men. 34 And Joppa, he fortified on the sea, and Gazara on borders of Ashdod, in which place our enemies lived there before. And he settled the Judeans there, and as much as was necessary for their restoration, he put in them. 35 And the people saw the faithfulness of Simon and the glory that he was resolved to create for his nation. And they appointed him as their ruler and high priest because of all these things he had done and the righteousness and the faithfulness that he maintained for his nation. And he sought out in every way to honor his people. 36 And during his days, there was prosperity in his hands to remove the nations from their territory, and those in the city of David in Jerusalem, as were those who built for themselves a citadel from which they went out and defiled the area around the sanctuary, and they did great damage in its purity. 37 And he settled in it Judean men and fortified it for the security of the territory and the city and built higher the walls of Jerusalem. 38 And King Demetrius confirmed him in the high priesthood on the basis of this. 39 And he made him one of his friends and honored him with great glory. 40 For it was heard that the Judeans were called by the Romans as friends and allies and brothers, and that they met the ambassadors of Simon with honor, 41 and that the Judeans and the priests found pleasure in Simon being ruler and high priest over them to eternity until a faithful prophet should rise, 42 and that he should be over them as governor, and that he should take care for them regarding the sanctuary to appoint for them over their work and over the territory and over the weapons and over the strongholds, 43 and that he should take care for them regarding the sanctuary, and that he should be obeyed by all, and that all documents should be written in his name in the territory, and that he should wear purple and gold. 44 And it is not permitted for any of the people or the priests to reject any of this or to oppose anything spoken by him or gather an assembly in the territory without him or to put on a purple robe or put on a golden buckle. 45 But whoever should act against these resolutions or reject some of them, he will be liable to be punished. 46 And all the people were pleased to appoint Simon to act according to these words. 47 And Simon accepted and approved of being high priest and being governor and ruler of the Judeans and the priests and being protector over all.” 

48 And this inscription they said to put it on bronze tablets and set it on outer wall of the sanctuary in the trustworthy place, 49 but the copies of them, to put in the treasury so that Simon and his sons might have them. 




Letter of Antiochus VII

15 And Antiochus, son of Demetrius, the king, sent messages from the islands of the sea to Simon, the priest, and rulers of the Judeans and all the nation. 2 And they were contained this way: 

“King Antiochus, to Simon, the high priest and ruler and to the nation of the Judeans: Greetings. 3 Since some scoundrels gained control over the kingdom of my ancestors, I am resolving to reclaim the kingdom so that I might restore it as it was before. I have enlisted foreigners for a large number of forces and have built ships for war. 4 Now I wish to land by the territory so that I can come over against those who have destroyed our territory and those who have desolated many cities in the kingdom. 5 Now, therefore, I confirm to you all the tribute that the kings before me forgave you of and for as many other tributes they forgave you of, 6 to mint your own currency of your territory. 7 Now Jerusalem and the sanctuary are to be free, and all the weapons—as many as you build—and the strongholds that you build, which you control, they shall remain yours. 8 And all royal debt and what will be royal debt from the present and into all time, it is forgiven to you. 9 Now when we are appointed over our kingdom, we honor you and your nation and the temple with great glory so that your glory will become visible in all the earth.” 

10 In the one hundred and seventy-fourth year, Antiochus went out into the land of his ancestors, and all the forces gathered together to him so that only a few there were with Trypho. 11 And Antiochus, the king, pursued him, and he came into Dor, fleeing near the sea. 12 For he knew that evils had gathered against him, and the forces deserted him. 13 And Antiochus camped against Dor, and with him were one hundred and twenty thousand warriors and eight thousand cavalry. 14 And he surrounded the city, and the ships from the sea joined in, and he pressed the city from the land and from the sea. And he allowed no one to go out or to go in. 

Roman Support of the Judeans

15 And there came Numenius and those beside him from Rome with messages to the kings and the territories in which this was written: 

16 “Lucius, consul of the Romans, to King Ptolemy: Greetings. 17 The ambassadors of the Judeans came to us as our friends and allies, renewing the ancient friendship and alliance, sending from Simon, the high priest, and the people of the Judeans. 18 They brought a golden shield of a value of five thousand minas. 19 Therefore, it pleased us to write to the kings and the territories that they should not seek evil against them and not fight them and their cities and their territories, and that they should not aid those who make war against them. 20 It seemed good to us to accept the shield from them. 21 Therefore, if any scoundrels have fled from their territory to you, hand them over to Simon, the high priest, so that he may punish them according to their law.” 

22 And he wrote this same thing to Demetrius, the king, and Attalus and Ariarathes and Arsaces, 23 and to all the territories, and Sampsames, and to the Spartans and to Delos and to Myndos and to Sicyon and to the Caria and to Samos and to the Pamphylia and Lycia and to Halicarnassus and to Cos and to Side and to Aradus and to Rhodes and to the Phaselis and Gortyna and Cnidus and Cyprus and Cyrene. 24 A copy of them he wrote to Simon the high priest. 

Antiochus Challenges Simon

25 Now Antiochus, the king, camped against Dor on a second occasion, bringing his hands against it constantly and making war machines and enclosing Trypho from going in and from going out. 26 And Simon sent him two thousand chosen men to be his allies, and gold and silver and suitable equipment. 27 And he did not want to accept them but rejected everything, as much as he had agreed with him previously, and he estranged himself from him. 28 And he sent to him Athenobius, one of his friends, to negotiate with him, saying, “You have taken control of Joppa and Gazara and the citadel in Jerusalem, cities of my kingdom. 29 Their borders you have desolated and have done great damage against the land. And you have taken control of many places in my kingdom. 30 Now, therefore, hand over the cities that you have captured and the tribute from the places where you have gained dominion outside the borders of Judah. 31 But if not, give me instead of those five hundred talents of silver, both for the destruction that you have caused, and also for the tribute of the cities, another five hundred talents. If you do not, after coming, they shall make war against you.” 

32 And Athenobius, friend of the king, came to Jerusalem and saw the glory of Simon and the sideboard with golden cups and silver plates and magnificent display, and he was amazed and reported to them the words of the king. 33 And answering, Simon said to him, “Neither foreign land have we taken, nor foreign property have we taken control of, but our ancestor’s inheritance was taken unjustly at one time by our enemies. 34 But we, having time, have regained our and our ancestor’s inheritance. 35 Now regarding Joppa and Gazara, which you yourselves demand, they were causing among our people great damage and in our land; for them, we will give you one hundred talents.” And he did not respond to him a single word. 36 But he returned with rage to the king and reported to him these words and the splendor of Simon and everything, as much as he had seen, and the king grew angry with great rage. 37 Meanwhile, Trypho entered a ship and fled to Orthosia. 38 And the king appointed Cendebeus viceroy of the coastal land and gave him infantry forces and cavalry. 39 And he ordered him to camp against the face of Judah and ordered him to build up Kidron and to fortify its cities and that he might fight the people. But the king pursued Trypho. 40 And Cendebeus arrived in Jamnia and began to provoke the people and to invade into Judah and to take prisoners from the people and to murder them. 41 And he built up Kidron and stationed cavalry and forces there so that, going out, they might raid the roads of Judah, just as the king had directed him. 




Simon’s Sons Victorious over Cendebeus

16 And John went up from Gazara and reported to Simon, his father, what Cendebeus accomplished. 2 And Simon called his eldest two sons, Judas and John, and said to them, “I and my brothers and my father’s house have fought Israel’s battles from youth until the present day, and everything has prospered in our hands, rescuing Israel many times. 3 But now I am old, and you, by mercy, are sufficient in years. Be in my and my brother’s place and, going out, fight for our nation. But from our heaven, may there be help with you.” 4 And John chose from the territory twenty thousand males of war and cavalry, and they marched against Cendebeus and slept at Modein. 5 And rising in the morning, they went to the plain and look, a large force was to meet them, both infantry and cavalry; and a wadi was between them. 6 And he camped by their face, he and his people, and he saw the people were afraid to cross through the wadi. And so, he crossed through first, and the men saw him, and they crossed after him. 7 And he divided the people and situated the cavalry in the middle of the infantry, for the cavalry of the enemies was very numerous. 8 And they sounded the trumpets, and Cendebeus and his army were routed, and many casualties fell among him; but the rest fled into the stronghold. 9 At that moment, Judas, John’s brother, was wounded, but John closely pursued them until coming to Kidron, which he had built up. 10 And they fled into the towers in the field of Ashdod, and he burned them with fire, and there fell from them to the number of a thousand men. And then he returned to Judah with peace. 

Simon and His Sons Slaughtered

11 And Ptolemy, the son of Abubus, was appointed governor for the plain of Jericho and had much gold and silver, 12 for he was the high priest’s son-in-law. 13 And his heart was lifted, and he desired to take control of the territory, and he resolved treacherously against Simon and against his sons to remove them. 14 Now Simon was visiting the cities in the territory and quickening their need with care, and he went down to Jericho, he and Mattathias and Judas and his sons, in the one hundred and seventy-seventh year, during the eleventh month—this is the month of Shebat. 

15 And the son of Abubus welcomed them with deceit into the small fortification called Dok, which he had built. And he made for them a great banquet and hid men there. 16 And when Simon and his sons had become drunk, Ptolemy and those with him stood and took their weapons and rushed to attack Simon in the banquet and killed him and his sons and some of his servants. 17 And he performed a great godlessness and repaid evil for good. 

John Succeeds Simon

18 And Ptolemy wrote about these things and sent it to the king so that he might send to him forces to help and hand over their territory and cities. 19 And he sent others into Gazara to remove John; and to the commanders he sent messages for them to come to them so that he might give them gold and silver and gifts. 20 And others he sent to capture Jerusalem and the mountain of the temple. 21 But running ahead, someone reported to John in Gazara that his father and his brothers had been killed and that he had sent men also to kill you. 22 And hearing these things, he was very shocked, and he captured the men who had come to kill him and executed them, for he knew that they sought to kill him. 

23 And the rest of the acts of John and his battles and his bravery that he demonstrated and the construction of the wall that he built and his deeds, 24 look, these are written on the document of the days of his high priesthood, from when he became high priest after his father. 





2 MACCABEES




A Letter to the Judeans in Egypt

1 To the Judean brothers, those down in Egypt: Greetings from the Judean brothers who are in Jerusalem and who are in the territory of Judea; great peace to you. 2 And may God do good to you and remember his covenant that he made with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, his faithful servants. 3 And may he grant you a heart for everything to worship him and do his will with a strong heart and a willing soul. 4 And may he open your heart to his law and to the ordinances, and may he make peace. 5 And may he heed your prayers and reconcile you and not forsake you in an evil time. 

6 And now we are here praying concerning you. 7 When Demetrius was reigning, in the one hundred and sixty-ninth year, we Judeans wrote to you in the affliction and in the culminating point that came against us in those years, after which Jason and those with him departed from the holy land and the kingdom. 8 And they burned the gate and shed innocent blood, and we prayed to the Lord, and we obeyed. We offered a sacrifice and fine wheat flour, and we brought out the lamps and set out the loaves. 9 And now, see that you observe the days of the Feast of Tabernacles in the month of Chislev 10 in the eighty-eighth year in Jerusalem. 

A Letter to Aristobulus

And those in Judea and the council of elders and Judah, to Aristobulus the teacher of Ptolemy, the king who is from the clan of the anointed priests, and to those Judeans in Egypt: Greetings and salutations. 11 Having been saved out of great dangers by God, we are giving thanks exceedingly to him, as those who make war against a king should. 12 For he expelled those who make war against the holy city into Persia. 13 For, having come, the leader and the force around him that seemed to be overwhelming were cut to pieces in the temple of Nanea, when the priests of Nanea used a deception. 14 For, as if marrying her, both Antiochus and those friends with him arrived in the place for the sake of taking the great wealth in the temple as a dowry. 15 And the priests of Nanea set them forth, and that one went with a few others into the enclosure of the shrine; they shut up the temple when Antiochus entered. 16 After opening the hidden door of the coffered ceiling, casting stones, they struck the leader; and after cutting off the limbs and the heads, they were throwing them to those outside. 17 May our God, who has given over those who act profanely, be blessed in every respect. 

Nehemiah’s Sacrifice and the Sacred Fire

18 Being about to observe the purification of the temple on the twenty-fifth day of Chislev, we deemed it necessary to instruct you plainly in order that you yourselves also might observe the Feast of Tabernacles and the firea when Nehemiah, the one who restored at that time the temple and the altar, offered up sacrifices. 19 For when our fathers were brought into Persia, the pious priests, having taken from the fire of the altar secretly, hid it in the hollow of a cistern—being a dry place—in which they sealed it up in order that the place would be unknown to everyone. 20 Now, after many years elapsed, when it seemed right to God, Nehemiah, being commissioned by the king of Persia, sent to the offspring of the priests who hid the fire for the fire. 21 When they made it clear to us that they did not find fire but instead a thick liquid, he ordered them upon drawing some out to bring it back. And when the things of the sacrifices had been brought up, Nehemiah commanded the priests to sprinkle over the liquid both the wood and the sacrifices laid upon it. 22 And when it was done and time passed and the sun broke out anew, being cloudy, a great fire was kindled so that all marveled. 23 And the priests made a prayer while the sacrifice was being consumed. Both the priests and all the people prayed, with Jonathan leading and the rest of the people responding when Nehemiah responded. 24 And the prayer went like this: “Lord, God, the creator of all, the fearful and the mighty and righteous and merciful one, the only good king, 25 the only provider, the only righteous and almighty and eternal one, the one who saves Israel from all evil, the one who chose the fathers and who sanctified them, 26 accept the sacrifice on behalf of all your people, Israel, and protect and sanctify your portion. 27 Gather together our scattered people, set free those who are slaves among the Gentiles, look upon those who are being scorned and those who are abominable, and let the Gentiles know that you are our God. 28 Torment those who oppress and who are insolent in arrogance. 29 Plant your people in your holy place just as Moses said.” 

30 And the priests were singing the hymns. 31 Now, as the parts of the sacrifice were consumed, Nehemiah commanded them to pour the remaining liquid over some large stones. 32 And when this came about, a flame was kindled, but it was expended when the light from the altar shone back. 33 Now as the event became known and was told to the king of the Persians that, in the place where those priests who were carried into captivity hid the fire, the liquid appeared, from which also Nehemiah’s associates burned up the sacrifice, 34 the king, after verifying the event, erected a fence around the place and made it sacred. 35 And with these the king took many gifts, and he distributed them. 36 And Nehemiah’s associates called this “nephtar,” which is interpreted “purification,” but it is called by many “Nephthar.” 




Jeremiah Conceals the Tent, Ark, and Altar

2 Now it is found in the records that Jeremiah the prophet commanded those being carried into exile to take of the fire, just as has been noted, 2 and that the prophet exhorted those being carried into exile, giving them the law in order that they might not forget the ordinances of the Lord and in order that they might not be led astray in their minds upon seeing the golden and silver idols and the ornamentation around them. 3 And saying other things such as these, he admonished them to not send the law away from their heart. 4 And it stands in the written report that the prophet ordered the tabernacle and the ark to accompany them, an oracle being received by him, and that he went out to the mountain from which Moses, upon ascending, beheld the inheritance of God. 5 And when he arrived, Jeremiah found a cave-like house, and he brought in there the tabernacle and the ark and the altar of incense, and he blocked up the door. 6 And some of those who accompanied Jeremiah went back in order to mark the path, and they were not able to find it. 7 But when Jeremiah learned about it, censuring them he said, “The place will be even unknown until God should bring together an assembly of the people, and there shall be mercy. 8 And then the Lord will reveal these things, and the glory of the Lord will appear, and the cloud, just as it was visible for Moses, as also Solomon prayed that the place be greatly sanctified.” 9 And it was also made clear that because he possessed wisdom, Solomon offered up a sacrifice for the consecration and completion of the temple. 10 Just as also Moses prayed to the Lord and fire came down out of heaven and consumed the elements of the sacrifice, in the same way Solomon prayed to the Lord and, upon coming down, the fire consumed the whole burnt offerings. 11 And Moses said, “It was consumed because what is about the sin offering was not eaten.” 12 In the same way also, Solomon observed the eight days. 

Nehemiah’s Library

13 And the same things are related also in the records and in the memoirs according to Nehemiah, and that, upon founding a library, he gathered together the documents concerning the kings and the prophets and those of David and the epistles of the kings concerning dedicated items. 14 And in the same way also Judas gathered together these things that were spread abroad on account of our war,a and they are with us. 15 So then, if you have need of them, send some people to bring them back to you. 

Exhortation

16 Now then, because we are about to observe the purification, we write to you. Therefore you will do well to observe these days. 17 And God is the one who saved all his people and restored his inheritance to all and the kingdom and the priesthood and the consecration, 18 just as he promised through the law. For we hope in God that he will quickly show mercy to us and he will gather us together from under heaven into the holy place. For he delivered us out of great evils, and he purified the place. 

The Compiler’s Preface

19 Now the things concerning Judas Maccabeus and the brothers of this one and the purification of the great temple and the dedication of the altar, 20 and further, the wars against Antiochus Epiphanes and the son of this one, Eupator, 21 and the manifestations that came about from heaven for those who were acting heroically and honorably on behalf of Judaism as, although being small in number, they plundered the entire territory, and they pursued the barbarous throngs, 22 and they recovered the temple renowned through all the inhabited world, and they freed the city, and they restored the laws about to be abolished because the Lord, with all graciousness, became merciful to them. 23 All these things, which are related by Jason of Cyrene in five documents, we shall attempt to abridge into one treatise. 24 For considering the outpouring of the quantity and the difficulty existing for those who want to plunge into the narrations of history on account of the abundance of the material, 25 we aimed to delight on the one hand those who wish to read it and on the other hand make it easier for those who are favorably disposed to memorize the record and benefit all those who happen to read it. 26 Even for us, the ones who undertook the painful labor of the abridgment, it was not easy; rather, it was a matter of sweat and sleeplessness, 27 just as it is not easy for one who prepares a banquet and one who seeks for the profit of others. Nevertheless, on account of the gratitude of many, we will endure the laborious toil gladly, 28 conceding on the one hand the detailed examination concerning these things to the author but on the other hand exhausted to come up with the outlines of the abridgment. 29 For as the master builder of a new house must take heed of the whole structure, but the one who endeavors to restore and draw scrutinizes the things necessary with the decorations, so also I think concerning us. 30 The entry into a subject and execution of a digression in the matter and the close inquiry in the matters part by part belongs to the originator of the account, 31 but the right to pursue conciseness of expression and to avoid the full presentation of the narration of facts must be allowed to the one who makes the paraphrase. 

32 From here, then, having added so much in the things mentioned previously, let us begin the narrative, for it is indeed foolish to increase the material before the narrative but shorten the actual narrative. 




Heliodorus Arrives in Jerusalem

3 While the holy city was dwelling in complete peace and the laws were being strictly observed on account of both the piety and hatred of evil of Onias, the high priest, 2 it happened that the kings themselves honored the place and glorified the temple with the best gifts, 3 so that even Seleucus, the king of Asia, provided for all the expenses accrued for the ministries of the sacrifices from his own revenue. 4 Now Simon, a certain man from the tribe of Benjamin, having been appointed superintendent of the temple, fell out with the high priest over the clerk of the market in the city. 5 Not being able to overcome Onias, he went to Apollonius of Tarsus, the governor at that time of Coelesyria and of Phoenicia, 6 and he reported about the unspeakably great wealth filling the treasury in Jerusalem, so that the abundance of the gifts was countless and that it was not offered to the account of the sacrifices, but it might be possible that it fell under the authority of the king. 7 Now Apollonius, upon meeting with the king, told him about the wealth that had been revealed to him. Then the king selected Heliodorus, who was over his affairs, and sent him off, giving him a command to carry out the removal of the aforementioned wealth. 8 Heliodorus set off immediately on the journey with the pretense of inspecting the cities in Coelesyria and Phoenicia, but in actuality he went to execute the plan of the king. 9 After arriving in Jerusalem and being warmly admitted by the high priest of the city, he explained concerning the information that had been divulged and made clear the reason why he was present. Then he inquired if in truth these things in reality were so. 10 The high priest indicated that there were deposits both from widows and orphans, 11 and also that a certain Hyrcanus the son of Tobias, a man exceeding in dignity, was storing some money there. It was not as the impious Simon was misinforming; the total amount was four hundred talents of silver and two hundred of gold. 12 And that wrongs should happen to those who trusted in the sanctity of the place and in the dignity and inviolability of the temple, which is honored throughout the whole world, was completely impossible. 13 The other one, on account of the royal command that he had, was saying that surely these things must be confiscated for the royal treasury. 

Anguish in the Temple

14 Having set a day, he entered in, conducting the inspection of these things, and there was no small anxiety throughout the whole city. 15 But the priests, after throwing themselves down in their priestly garb before the altar, were invoking to heaven upon the one who gave the law concerning deposits, that he might keep them safe for those who had made deposits. 16 Seeing the countenance of the high priest wounded the mind. For his countenance and the change of his complexion displayed the agony in his soul. 17 For a certain fear and trembling of body had enveloped over the man, by which the pain present in his heart became clear to those who were watching. 18 They were running out of their houses in droves for the sake of a common supplication because the place was not about to be brought into contempt. 19 The women, having girded up sackcloth under their breasts, were flooding down into the streets. From those of the virgins who were kept inside, some were running together to the gates, and some to the walls, but others looked out through the windows. 20 But all the women held up their hands to heaven and were making supplication. 21 It was miserable, the prostration of the diverse multitude and the great anxiety of the anguish of the high priest. 

The Temple Protected by the Lord

22 So then, while they were invoking the all-powerful Lord to keep safe with complete security the things entrusted for those who had entrusted them, 23 Heliodorus was attempting to carry out the course already determined. 24 Now when he was already there in the treasury with his bodyguards, the Lord of the spirits and of all power made an amazing appearance with the result that all those who had dared to go in with him were astounded, and the power of God changed their boldness into feebleness and cowardice. 25 For a certain horse appeared to them, having a fearful rider and being adorned with excellent armor. Rushing up, it shook Heliodorus vigorously with its front hooves. The one who rode appeared as one having a suit of golden armor. 26 Then two other young men appeared to him, exceptional in strength but most excellent in language, and distinguished with respect to their raiment, who also stood by on each side and began flogging him continually, hitting him with many blows. 27 And suddenly falling to the ground and being enveloped by great darkness, his men picked him up and put him in a litter. 28 The one who entered the treasury shortly before with a great retinue and completely guarded, as was said earlier, they carried him completely helpless; clearly they acknowledged the lordship of God. 29 And he, on account of the divine action, lay prostrate, speechless, and completely deprived of hope of healing; 30 but the people were blessing the Lord, the one who treated his place with distinction. Also the temple, being full a little earlier of fear and tumult, was filling up with joy and cheer because the Almighty Lord appeared. 

The Conversion of Heliodorus

31 Quickly some of the friends of Heliodorus’s began begging Onias to call upon the Most High even to grant life to the one lying down quite at his last breath. 32 The high priest, being worried in case the king held the opinion that some treachery concerning Heliodorus was being carried out by the Judeans, offered a sacrifice on behalf of the man’s healing. 33 Now while the high priest was making the atonement offering, the same young men appeared again to Heliodorus dressed in the same raiment, and standing there, they said, “Have great gratitude for Onias the high priest, for because of him the Lord has granted you life. 34 Now that you have been flogged from heaven, go proclaim to all people the magnificent power of God.” And after saying these things, they became invisible. 35 Then Heliodorus, after he offered a sacrifice to God, and praying great prayers to the one who preserved his life and acknowledging Onias, took his soldiers back to the king. 36 And he bore witness to everyone with respect to the works of the great God, which indeed he had seen with his own eyes. 

37 But when the king asked Heliodorus what sort of person might be suitable to be sent once more to Jerusalem, he said, 38 “If anyone has hostile intentions or is plotting a deed against the king, send him there, and you shall welcome him back flogged—if he should even come through safely—because there is truly some power of God around the place. 39 For he who has a heavenly dwelling is the overseer and helper of that place, and he destroys those who come with ill intent by beating them down.” 40 And that is how the matters concerning Heliodorus and the preservation of the treasury turned out. 




Simon’s Treachery

4 But the aforementioned Simon, the one who became an informer about the wealth and against his country, spoke ill of Onias, saying that this was the one who terrified Heliodorus and the supervising architect of the calamities. 2 He dared even to say that the benefactor of the city and guardian of the nation and the one who was jealous for the laws was the one who plotted against the interests of the state. 3 Now as his hostility increased to such an extent that even murders were committed by a certain one of those who was approved by Simon, 4 Onias, realizing the danger of the dispute and that Apollonius of Menestheus, the governor of Coele Phoenicia and Syria, was encouraging the mischief of Simon, 5 he was regulated toward the king, not being a betrayer of the citizens but being a guardian with respect to the welfare for all the multitude, public and private. 6 For he saw that without royal attention, it was impossible in that state of affairs to find peace and that Simon would not cease from his folly. 

Jason’s Hellenistic Reforms

7 After Seleucus died and Antiochus, the one called Epiphanes, received the kingdom, Jason, the brother of Onias, procured the high priesthood by corruption, 8 promising the king by a petition of three hundred and sixty talents of silver and eighty talents from a certain other fund. 9 And in addition to these things, he promised also to pay out by draft another one hundred and fifty if a gymnasium be provided by his authority also for establishing youth with it and to register those from Antioch in Jerusalem. 10 And after the king granted these things and he took possession of the office, he changed his countrymen immediately to the Greek character. 11 Also, after setting aside the royal benevolence made valid for the Judeans by means of John the father of Eupolemus, who served as the ambassador for friendship and who made an alliance with the Romans, and destroying the lawful polity, he made new customs that were antithetical to the law. 12 Therefore he set up readily a gymnasium below the citadel itself, and he led around the best of those over us, compelling them to wear a petasusa hat. 13 Because of the surpassing wickedness of the profane Jason, who was not really a high priest, there was such a height of Hellenization and ascendance of the adoption of foreign customs 14 that the priests were no longer eager with regard to the ministries of the altar, but rather despised the temple. And neglecting the sacrifices, they would hurry to participate in the unlawful publicly funded spectacle in the wrestling school after the summons of the gong. 15 So they held the honor of their fathers as nothing, but they deemed Greek opinions as excellent, 16 for the sake of which a dangerous calamity encompassed them. And the customs of those they were envying and were wanting to assimilate in every respect, those they had as their enemies and avengers. 17 For to act profanely in regard to the divine laws is no easy thing. Certainly the period that followed will demonstrate these things. 

18 Now when the quinquenniala contest was being held in Tyre and the king was present, 19 the vile Jason sent envoys as if from Jerusalem, Antiochenes, carrying three hundred drachmas of silver for the sacrifice of Hercules. Nevertheless, those carrying the money decided not to use it for the sacrifice. 20 For the sake of those present, for the construction of triremes. 

21 After Apollonius the son of Menestheus was sent to Egypt on account of the royal festival in honor of Philometor, the king, Antiochus, hearing that Philometer was becoming hostile toward his state, considered the security of his situation, whereupon being already in Joppa he went on to Jerusalem. 22 He was received magnificently by Jason and the city, being welcomed with torch bearers and joyful shouts. So then he encamped accordingly in Phoenicia. 

Menelaus Becomes High Priest

23 Now after a time of three years, Jason sent Menelaus, the brother of the aforementioned Simon, as the one bearing the money to the king and as the one who could handle royal decrees for necessary state affairs. 24 But after being introduced to the king and praising himself as a face of authority, he secured the high priesthood for himself, outbidding Jason by three hundred talents of silver. 25 After receiving the royal commandments, he arrived bearingb nothing worthy of the high priesthood, but instead having the rages of a cruel tyrant and the wrath of a barbarous beast. 26 So also Jason, the one who undermined his own brother, was undermined by another and driven as a fugitive into the territory of Ammonites. 27 Now Menelaus took possession of the office, but he did not make the regular payments of the money that was promised to the king. 28 When Sostratus, the commander of the citadel, was making demands for the money, because the job of collecting the revenue was given to him, the two were summoned by the king on account of this problem. 29 So Menelaus abandoned Lysimachus, his brother, as the deputy of the high priesthood, and Sostratus deputized Crates as the one over the Cyprian soldiers. 

The Murder of Onias

30 Now as these things were going on, it happened that Tarsus and Mallus revolted because these cities were given as a gift to Antiochis, the concubine of the king. 31 Therefore the king went swiftly in order to settle matters, leaving in his place Andronicus, one from those who was positioned in rank. 32 But Menelaus, thinking he could take a convenient opportunity, stole some golden vessels from those of the temple. He gave them to Andronicus. He also obtained some others, selling them to both Tyre and the surrounding cities. 33 After Onias retreated to a safe place near Daphne, located near Antioch, he carried himself off when he found out the truth about them. 34 Therefore Menelaus received Andronicus privately and persuaded him to attack Onias. So he went to Onias and persuaded him with guile and greeted him warmly with an oath, giving him his right hand. Although Onias remained suspicious, he convinced him to come out of the sanctuary, and immediately he incarcerated him, having no respect for what is righteous. 35 For this reason, not only the Judeans but also many from other nations were indignant and angry about the unjust murder of the man. 36 After the king returned from the places around Cilicia, the Judeans in the city obtained an audience because of the unreasonable murder of Onias. The Greeks who felt a common hatred of evil also participated. 37 Therefore Antiochus, being grieved at heart deeply and being moved to compassion, even wept on account of the prudence and outstanding behavior of the one who died. 38 And burning with rage, he took off immediately the purple robe of Andronicus and tore off his inner garments, leading him around through the entire city to the very place where he acted wickedly toward Onias. There he executed the murderer, the Lord repaying him with a worthy punishment. 

The Sacrilege of Lysimachus and Menelaus

39 Now because of the great sacrilegious plunder that occurred against the city by Lysimachus with the approval of Menelaus and the spread of the news outside of the city, a multitude gathered together against Lysimachus, since many golden vessels had already been removed from the temple. 40 As the mobs were becoming excited and filling with rage, Lysimachus, having armed about three thousand men, commenced unjustified hostilities. A certain Auranus led the way, although he was advanced in years and no less also in ignorance. 41 Having known the attack of Lysimachus, some from the crowd took up stones and some stout pieces of wood, and some gathered up ashes at hand. They hurled them in utter confusion at those around Lysimachus. 42 For this reason the mob inflicted many casualties on them, and they slew some. All of them they drove to flight. Then they killed the temple robber himself near the treasury. 

43 A judgment against Menelaus began because of these events. 44 When the king arrived in Tyre, three men who were sent by the council of elders presented a speech of justification before him. 45 But Menelaus, who was defeated, already promised great wealth to Ptolemy of Dorymenes in order to persuade the king. 46 Therefore Ptolemy, taking aside the king to a certain peristyle as if for refreshing, changed his mind. 47 So, he acquitted Menelaus, the one responsible for all the wickedness, of the charges. But those miserable people who would be delivered if they were pleading with Scythopolis, these innocent ones he separated to death. 48 Therefore those who spoke out for cities and districts and sacred vessels quickly suffered this unjust penalty. 49 For this reason, despising the wickedness, even the Tyrians provided magnificently for their funeral. 50 But Menelaus, who committed great treachery against the citizens continuing to cling to wickedness, remained in office because of the greediness of those in power. 




Jason Reasserts Himself

5 Now about this time, Antiochus went on a second departure into Egypt. 2 It happened that throughout the entire city for almost forty days, horsemen having raiment interwoven with gold appeared running through the air and being fully armed by cohorts with spears 3 and waving swords. And troops of horses were set in array, and they were making attacks and counter attacks from both sides. And there was a brandishing of shields and an abundance of wrought weapons and flights of arrows and the shining forth of golden ornaments and manifold breastplates. 4 Therefore everyone was praying that the manifestation might be for good. 

5 Now a false report spread that Antiochus had lost his life. Jason, taking no fewer than a thousand men, made a sudden attack upon the city and those upon the wall were driven back. And at last, as the city was being overrun, Menelaus fled to the citadel. 6 And Jason unsparingly carried out a slaughter of his fellows of the city, not recognizing that military success with regard to kin is the greatest loss. Indeed, he seemed to be storing up trophies from enemies and not from his own people. 7 He did not take possession of the office of high priest. Instead, he passed by the completion of his plot, taking shame, namely another flight into the region of the Ammonites. 8 Finally he met an evil conclusion: Being shut in before Aretas, the tyrant of the Arabs, he succeeded in fleeing from city to city, though he was pursued and hated by everyone as a rebel against the laws and abhorred as the executioner of his country and citizens, he was driven into Egypt. 9 The one who banished many from his country was killed in a foreign land after having retired to the Lacedaemonians as if having found shelter with them on account of their kinship. 10 And the one who cast forth a multitude of unburied corpses was unlamented, and he had neither a funeral of any sort nor an ordinance of his fathers. 

Pillage of the Temple

11 But when it was made known to the king concerning the things that had happened, he assumed Judah was revolting. Therefore he broke camp and left Egypt, raging like a wild beast in his spirit. He took the city captive. 12 He also commanded his soldiers to slaughter without mercy those they happened upon and to slay those going up into the houses. 13 And there was the slaughter of young and old, the extermination of young men and women and children, and the butchery of both virgins and infants. 14 So in three full days, eighty thousand were lost, forty thousand who were slain by laws of hands, but no fewer than those were sold into slavery. 15 But not being satisfied with these things, he dared to enter into the most holy temple of all the earth, having as a guide Menelaus, who had become a betrayer even of the laws and of his country, 16 and took the sanctuary vessels with polluted hands, and with profane hands swept up the things being lifted up by many kings for the increase and glory and honor of the place. 17 And Antiochus was exalted in his thoughts, not realizing that the Master was briefly angry on account of the sins of those inhabiting the city. This is why punishment came to the place. 18 Now if it had not happened that they were involved in many sins, this one, upon advancing, would have been flogged immediately, diverted from his presumption just as Heliodorus was, who was sent by Seleucus the king for the inspection of the treasury. 19 For certainly the Lord did not choose the nation because of the place. Rather, he chose the place because of the nation. 20 Therefore even the place itself partook in the misfortunes that came upon the nation, afterward sharing in the benefits. And being overtaken by the wrath of the Almighty, it was restored again with all glory by the reconciliation of the great Master. 

21 Therefore Antiochus, after carrying off one thousand and eight hundred talents from the temple, departed swiftly into Antioch, imagining from his arrogance that he made the earth navigable and the open sea passable on account of the lifting up of his heart. 22 He also left magistrates to mistreat the nation. In Jerusalem he left Philip from the Phrygian nation, but he had a more barbarous manner than the one who appointed him. 23 In Gerizim he left Andronicus, and with these Menelaus, more wicked than the others. He lorded it over the citizens and had a hateful disposition toward the Judean citizens. 24 And he sent Apollonius the Mysian with an army of twenty-two thousand, commanding him to slaughter all those in manhood and to sell both the women and the boys. 25 Now this one, upon arriving in Jerusalem and pretending to be peaceful, kept his army in check until the holy day of the Sabbath. Then, finding the Judeans idle, he ordered those under him to take up arms. 26 And he stabbed all those coming because of the spectacle and, running into the city with his armed men, he appointed a great multitude. 27 But Judas, the one also called Maccabeus, was one of ten who were from there and who escaped. He lived in the mountains after the manner of wild beasts along with those with him and, eating the grass as food, they remained there in order to not share in the defilement. 




Judaism Repressed

6 Now after not much time, the king sent an Athenian elder to compel the Judeans to depart from the laws of their fathers and to not live according to the laws of God, 2 but to pollute themselves and even to call the temple in Jerusalem by the name of “Zeus who dwells on Olympus” and the one in Gerizim “Zeus the Guardian of Hospitality,” just as those who inhabit the place happen to do. 3 And the violence of wickedness was cruel and grievous in every respect. 4 For the temple was being filled with debauchery and revelry by the Gentiles, who were carousing with companions and having sexual relations with women in the sacred enclosure and further, bringing inappropriate things inside. 5 And the altar was filled with unlawful offerings, things forbidden by the laws. 6 One could neither keep the Sabbath nor observe the festivals of the fathers nor even admit to being a Judean. 7 By aid of bitter force they brought in the monthly day celebrating the king’s birth by feasting on pagan sacrifices. And when the feast of Dionysus came, they were compelled to parade about while holding ivy for Dionysus. 8 Then a decree went forth into the neighboring Greek cities, the city of Ptolemy suggesting it, that they observe the same policy against the Judeans and make them partake in pagan sacrifices, 9 and to slaughter those who chose not to pass over to these Greek customs. Therefore one could see the actual misery that was present. 10 For two women were brought forth because they circumcised their children. And after hanging the babies from the breasts of these two and publicly leading them around the city, they hurled them down from the wall. 11 And others who had run together into the caves nearby in order to observe the Sabbath secretly were revealed to Philip and burnt together because they held from reverently aiding themselves in accord with glory of the solemn day. 

Providential Significance of the Persecution

12 So then, I beseech those reading this document not to be withdrawn because of these calamities, but to regard them as punishments, not for destruction but rather for the training of our nation. 13 For to not permit much time to pass for those who act wickedly but instead to immediately incur the penalties is a sign of great kindness. 14 For as with the other nations, the Master waits with patience in order to punish them until they come to the filling up of the measure of their sins. He determined not to deal with us in this manner 15 in order that he might not decide finally concerning us after our sins have reached to their totality. 16 Therefore he never sends away his compassion from us. Instead, though disciplining us with calamity, he does not forsake his own people. 17 In any case, let these things proclaimed by us serve as a reminder, and let us return post-haste to the tale. 

The Martyrdom of Eleazar

18 Eleazar, a certain man who held a place of honor among the scribes, already being advanced in age and the appearance of his face was excellent, was being forced to open his mouth and eat the flesh of pigs. 19 But accepting death with good repute rather than life with defilement, he voluntarily went upon the rack. 20 But he spat it out, for concerning such a thing, one must approach it in the way as those who are determined to steer clear of things unlawful to taste simply because of one’s strong desire to live. 21 Now those appointed with the unlawful task of forcing him to eat the portions of the sacrifice, on account of their acquaintance from old times with the man, taking him aside privately, he called him to carry meat that belonged to him and was prepared by him in order to use it, and to pretend that he was eating the portions of the flesh from the sacrifice commanded by the king, 22 in order that by doing this he would be delivered from death and, on account of his longstanding friendship with them, would obtain clemency. 23 But he adopted honorable reasoning, even reasoning worthy of his age and of the dignity of old age and of his acquired and evident citizenship and of excellent behavior from childhood and more, appropriate for the holy and God ordained legislation, and he displayed it without hesitation, saying to send him on his way to the grave. 24 For he said, “It is not befitting of my age to pretend to do such a thing so that many of the youth might suppose that the ninety-year-old Eleazar has turned to adopt foreign customs, 25 and they, because of my hypocrisy, even to live a short and brief amount of time longer, might be led astray on account of me, and I might gain defilement and a stain on my old age. 26 For even if in the present I might be delivered from the punishment of humans, yet whether in life or in death, will I escape from the hands of the Almighty? 27 Therefore courageously quitting life now, I will be shown worthy of my old age, 28 and for the youth I shall have left behind an excellent example of how to die willingly and bravely for our solemn and sacred laws.” Then, after saying such great things, he went immediately up onto the rack. 29 Those who were bearing goodwill toward him a little earlier now bore enmity because of the madness, as they supposed, of the words mentioned earlier. 30 Now, being about to die from the blows, groaning he said, “It is clear to the Lord who possesses holy knowledge that though I was able to be delivered from death, I endured the hard suffering in my body while being whipped, but in my soul I am suffering these things gladly because of my fear of Him.” 31 So then Eleazar died in this way, leaving behind his death as an example of noble character and a memorial of virtue not only for the youth, but also for the great many of the nation. 




The Martyrdom of the Seven Brothers

7 Now it came about that seven brothers with their mother were also arrested, forced by the king to taste of the unlawful swine flesh and being tortured with whips and cords. 2 One of them, acting as representative, said, “Do you intend to ask and learn from us? For we are prepared to die rather than transgress the laws of our fathers.” 3 Then, becoming angry, the king commanded some to heat pans and cauldrons. 4 And as soon as they were heated, he commanded some to cut out the tongue of the one who was their representative and, after scalping him, to cut off his hands and feet while the rest of the brothers and his mother were watching. 5 After rendering him incapacitated for the remainder, the king commanded some to bring him still alive to the fire and to fry him in the pan. And as the vapor from the pan was giving widely, they were exhorting one another together with their mother to die bravely, speaking thusly, 6 “The Lord God is watching and truly is compassionate to us, just as Moses made quite clear through the song of witness against the people to their face, saying, 

‘And to his servants he will be compassionate.’ ” 

7 Now after the first died in this way, they brought the second for mocking and, tearing away the skin of his head with his hair, they began asking, “Will you eat rather than have your body be punished limb by limb?” 8 But answering in the language of his fathers, he said, “No!” Therefore even this one received the next torment like the first. 9 But when he came to his last breath, he said, “You demon! You remove us out of the present life, but the king of the world will raise us, because we die on account of his laws, to an eternal resurrection of life.” 

10 Then, after this, they began abusing the third one and, being ordered, he thrust out his tongue quickly and boldly stretched out his hands. 11 And nobly he said, “He called these from heaven, and on account of his laws, I disregard them, and from him I hope to receive them again.” 12 Therefore the king himself and those with him were amazed at the spirit of the young man, that he made his sufferings as nothing. 

13 Now after this one died, they tormented also the fourth, torturing him in the same way. 14 And being near to death, he said the following: “Those who die as a choice by humans expect from God the hope to be raised up again by him. But there will not be a resurrection to life for you.” 

15 And as soon as they brought the fifth brother, they began torturing him. 16 But he, looking toward him, said, “Having authority among humans, though being corruptible, you do what you want. But do not think our race to have been abandoned by God. 17 Instead, you wait and see! His magnificent strength, how it will torture you and your seed!” 

18 And after this, they brought the sixth son and, being about to die, he said, “Do not deceive yourself more; for we suffer these things because of our own fault; because we sinned toward our God, things worthy of astonishment have happened. 19 But you, do not suppose yourself to be innocent, for you have attempted to fight against God!” 

20 Now the mother was exceedingly good and worthy of a noble memorial. Witnessing seven sons die in the span of one day, she suffered courageously because of her hope in the Lord. 21 And being filled with a noble spirit and stirring up her womanly reasoning with manly fury, she exhorted each of the people in the language of their fathers, saying to them, 22 “I do not know how you appeared in my belly, nor did I give breath and life to you. Also, I did not arrange the elements of each of you. 23 Now then, the creator of the world, the one who formed the family of humanity and who devised the generation of all things, will with mercy restore to you again both your spirit and your life because now you are disregarding yourselves on account of his laws.” 

24 But Antiochus, imagining he was being despised and suspecting her reproachful voice, began exhorting the youngest, being alive, yet not only with reasons but also with trustworthy oaths both to make him rich and to make him most blessed, even changing from the ways of his fathers; also to hold him as a friend and to entrust him with an office. 25 But because the young man paid absolutely no attention, the king, after summoning the mother, exhorted her to be an adviser of the boy for his salvation. 26 And after he exhorted many things, she agreed to persuade her son. 27 But, leaning over him, scoffing the cruel tyrant, she spoke to her son in their native language as follows: “Son, show mercy to me, the one who carried you in the womb nine months and suckled you three years and reared and brought you to this age and sustained you. 28 I beg you, child, look up at the heaven and the earth and, seeing all the things in them, know that God did not make them from things that are. Even the race of humans comes about in this manner. 29 You should not fear this executioner, but becoming worthy of your brothers, accept death so that by his mercy I might receive you again together with your brothers.” 

30 While she was still speaking, the young man said, “Why do you wait? I do not obey the command of the king. Rather, I obey the command of the law that was given to our fathers by Moses. 31 But you, having become an inventor of all kinds of wickedness against the Hebrews, you shall not escape from the hands of God. 32 For we are suffering on account of our own sins. 33 And if for the sake of reproof and training our living Lord is briefly angered, he will also be reconciled again to his servants. 34 But you, O unholy and most vile of all men, be not exalted in vain, being puffed up by uncertain expectations, calling curses with a hand against the heavenly children. 35 For you have not yet escaped the judgment of the almighty, all-watching God. 36 For, now my brothers, those bearing a brief affliction, have fallen heir to everlasting life under God’s covenant, but you, by the judgment of God, will bear the righteous penalties of arrogance. 37 But I, just as my brothers, offer up both body and good fortune for the laws of my fathers, calling upon God quickly to be merciful to our nation and with afflictions and scourgings to make you acknowledge that only He is God, 38 because of me and also my brothers to cause the wrath of the Almighty that has come justly upon our whole nation to cease.” 39 Now becoming angry, the king dealt with this one worse than the others, feeling bitter because of his scorn. 40 So then even this one died spotlessly, having trusted completely upon the Lord. 41 And the mother of the sons died last. 

42 Therefore make these things plain concerning the eating of pagan sacrifices and even to such a great extent the surpassing torture. 




Judas Maccabeus Revolts

8 Now Judas, the one also called Maccabeus, and those who secretly infiltrated the villages with him began summoning their relatives and receiving also those who had remained in Judaism; they collected close to six thousand people. 2 And they began to call upon the Lord to watch over the people who were being oppressed by all nations and also to have pity on his temple, which was profaned by impious people, 3 and also to show mercy to the city, which was being destroyed and was about to be leveled, and to give ear to the blood crying out to him, 4 and also to remember the lawless destruction of the innocent children and the blasphemies which had come to his name and to hate the wicked. 5 Now Maccabeus, having put together a garrison, was becoming by this time an overwhelming force against the Gentiles, the wrath of the Lord being changed into mercy. 6 And coming suddenly, he set on fire cities and territories, even regaining the strategic places and putting to flight not a few of the enemy. 7 He took especially advantage of the nights for these assaults, and the report of his daring courage began to be spread everywhere. 

Philip’s Military Response to Judas

8 Now Philip, seeing the man moving toward progress little by little and then making rapid progress in his military successes, wrote to Ptolemy, the governor of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, so that he might come to aid in the affairs of the king. 9 Without delay he selected Nicanor, the son of Patroclus, one of the king’s first friends, and sent him off to destroy all of Judah, placing under his command no fewer than twenty thousand people, Gentiles of all sorts. And they gathered to him also Gorgias, a man who was a military commander and who was well experienced in the affairs of war. 10 Nicanor resolved to make up for the king the tribute to the Romans, which was two thousand talents, from the captivity of the Judeans. 11 Immediately he sent to the maritime cities, making invitation for a sale of Judean individuals, promising to sell ninety people for one talent. He did not anticipate the punishment from the Almighty that was about to follow upon him. 12 But it became known to Judas concerning the plan of Nicanor and, upon sharing with those who were with him regarding the arrival of the army, 13 those who were cowardly and did not believe in the justice of God began running away on their own and fleeing. 14 But those who stayed were selling all the things that remained, and with one accord they began to beseech the Lord to rescue those who had been sold by the impious Nicanor before a meeting in battle. 15 And if not on account of them, yet on account of the covenants with their fathers, and because of the invocation upon them of his solemn and magnificent name. 

Judas Defeats Nicanor

16 But Maccabeus, gathering together those who were around him, six thousand in number, called them not to be terror-stricken by their captives nor to be afraid of the great number of Gentiles who were wrongfully drawing near against them and to fight nobly, 17 holding before their eyes the insolence that was done impiously by them in the holy place and the abuse of the ridiculed city and further, the dissolution of their ancestral citizenship. 18 “For they trust both in weapons and courage,” he said, “But we trust in the Almighty God, who is able to overtake with one nod even those who are coming against us and the whole world.” 19 And he also rehearsed to them the support that came to their ancestors, specifically the event in the time of Sennacherib, when one hundred and eighty-five thousand perished, 20 and the battle that occurred in Babylon with the Galatians, when fully eight thousand went into the business together with four thousand Macedonians. When the Macedonians were desperate, the six thousand destroyed one hundred and twenty thousand thanks to the help that came to them from heaven, and they took a great deal of spoil. 21 Rendering them bold with such accounts and ready to die on behalf of the law and their homeland, he separated the army into four parts, 22 appointing as leaders of each unit his brothers, Simon and Joseph and Jonathan, placing under each one fifteen hundred soldiers. 23 And further, he also appointed Eleazar to read publicly the sacred book. Then, after giving as a watchword “By God’s help,” and the first unit being led by himself, he engaged in battle with Nicanor. 24 And the Almighty became their ally. They slew more than nine thousand of the enemy, and wounded and maimed the greater part of Nicanor’s army in the limbs and compelled the whole force to flee. 25 And they took the money of those coming for the sale of them,a and, after pursuing them for some time, they returned, being restrained from the territory. 26 For it was the justice before the Sabbath, for which reason they did not continue pursuing them. 27 And, after collecting arms from them and stripping off the spoils of their enemies, they began celebrating the Sabbath, blessing exceedingly and acknowledging the Lord, the one who saved them for this day, appointing a beginning of mercy. 28 Now after the Sabbath, they divided from the spoils some for those who were tortured and for the widows and orphans, themselves dividing the rest and some for their children. 29 After they completed these things and made a common supplication, they entreated the merciful Lord to become reconciled completely with his own servants. 

Judas Defeats Timothy and Bacchides

30 And contending with those around Timothy and Bacchides, they slew more than twenty thousand of them and came into possession of several exceedingly high fortresses, and they divided the many spoils equally among themselves, even with those who were tortured and with the orphans and with the widows. And further, they also did this for the elderly. 31 Now, after collecting the arms from them, they laid up carefully everything in opportune places. But they carried the rest of the spoils to Jerusalem. 32 And they killed the leader of those around Timothy, a profane man and one who had troubled many Judeans. 33 Then, observing a triumphal procession in their country, they burned those who set on fire the sacred gates and Callisthenes, who had fled into one little house and received the reward worthy of his impiety. 34 The thoroughly evil Nicanor, the one who brought three thousand slave merchants for the sale of the Judeans, 35 being made low with the help of the Lord by those considered, according to him, to be insignificant; after casting off his glorious clothing and making himself alone through the interior in the manner of a runaway slave, he came to Antioch, having been successful above all in the ruin of his army. 36 And the one who undertook to collect successfully the tribute for the Romans from the captivity of those in Jerusalem, proclaimed that the Judeans had a defender and because the Judeans were invulnerable this way, because they follow the laws commanded by him. 




Antiochus Epiphanes’ Last Days

9 Now around that time, Antiochus happened to have departed in dishonor from the places around Persia. 2 Therefore he entered into the city called Persepolis and attempted to rob its temples and control the city. Wherefore then they turned to the aid of weapons and a great number hastened forth. And it happened that Antiochus, being put to flight, was forced by the inhabitants to leave in shame. 3 Now, being at Ecbatana, the things that happened concerning Nicanor and those with Timothy became known to him. 4 But, being stirred up by rage, he also determined to repay the Judeans the affliction received from those who had banished him. Therefore he ordered his charioteer to put down the journey to Jerusalem by driving without ceasing. And in truth, the judgment of heaven followed him, for he arrogantly said the following: “I will make Jerusalem a burial ground of Judeans when I arrive there.” 5 But the all-seeing Lord, the God of Israel, struck him with an incurable and unseen plague. And, just as he finished speaking, incurable pains in the bowels took hold of him, and piercing torments racked his inner parts. 6 And this was altogether just for one who tortured the bowels of others in many strange ways. 7 But he in no way ceased from his arrogance. Instead he was full even more of his arrogance, breathing fire in his rage against the Judeans and ordering his charioteer to hasten the journey. But it came about that he fell from his chariot as it was tearing along, his body flying in an uncontrolled way, and, upon landing, every part of his body was horribly tortured. 8 So he who thinks himself equal to the waves of the sea because of his superhuman arrogance, and imagining he could set in a balance the heights of the mountains, was now coming down to earth and was being carried on a sedan, displaying clearly to everyone the power of God. 9 Therefore, too, worms broke out of the body of the impious one and, living in pain and suffering, his flesh rotted away. And the whole army was repulsed by the decay, due to his smell. 10 And the one who thought a little earlier he could take hold of the stars of heaven, no one was able to carry on account of the unbearable burden of his smell. 11 Then, therefore, being enfeebled, he began to cease from the excess of his arrogance and to come to knowledge by the divine plague, suffering more intensely pain every moment. 12 And, not being able to tolerate his own smell, he said this: “It is right to submit to God, and no mortal being should think himself arrogant.” 13 Then the vile man prayed to the Master, who would no longer show him mercy, accordingly saying 14 that the holy city, which he was hastening to come to level and to turn into a place of burial, he proclaimed free, 15 but the Judeans, as he had determined them unworthy of burial, to be destroyed with their children by wild animals, he would make all of them as carrion for birds, just like the Athenians. 16 And the holy temple, which he previously plundered, he would adorn with precious votive offerings, and he would restore many times more all the sacred vessels, and he would provide for the things designated for the sacrifices by contributing from his own funds. 17 And, in addition to these things, he would also become Judean and go to every inhabited place proclaiming the power of God. 

Antiochus’ Letter to the Judeans

18 But, the afflictions in no way lessening, for the righteous judgment of God came against him, he despaired with respect to his concerns and wrote to the Judeans the letter copied below, which possessed the appearance of supplication. Now it read as follows: 

19 “To the benevolent Judeans, who are free citizens: Many greetings and salutations and good wishes from Antiochus, the king and commander. 20 You and your children are faring well, and your affairs will be for you according to your will, having hope in heaven. 21 I remember lovingly your honor and kindness. Returning from the places around Persia, I also came down with a distressing illness, on account of which I have deemed it necessary to take care of the common security of all of you. 22 I am not despairing of my concerns but am holding out great hope of being freed from this illness. 23 And considering that even my father, concerning those occasions when he marched out to camp in the northern places, appointed one to succeed him, 24 so that, if anything unexpected should happen or even some difficulty should arise, those throughout the territory, they might not be troubled because they knew to whom he bequeathed the affairs of the state. 25 Now in addition to these things, because I recognize that the adjacent rulers and neighbors to the kingdom are waiting for opportunities and watching to see how this might turn out, I have appointed my son, Antiochus, as king, whom I entrusted and introduced to many of you as I hurried many times to the upper provinces. And I have written to him the things written down here. 26 Therefore, I exhort you and beseech you, as you remember your benefits in public and in private, that each one maintain your present good will toward me and to my son. 27 For I am persuaded that he, being established with my own policy, will deal with you mercifully and lovingly.” 

28 So then, the murderer and blasphemer, having suffered the most awful things just as he dealt with others, turned over his life in the mountains in a foreign land. 29 Philip, who had been raised with him, began to carry the body home. He, though, feared the son of Antiochus and crossed over into Egypt to Ptolemy Philometor. 




The Purification of the Temple

10 Now Maccabeus and those with him, the Lord going before them, obtained the temple and the city. 2 They destroyed the altars that had been built by the foreigners in the marketplace and also the shrines. 3 And they purified the temple; they made another altar and, upon striking a fire with flint stones and taking some fire from these, they offered up sacrifices and incense and lit the lamps, and they performed the presentation of the loaves after a span of two years. 4 And after doing these things, they fell upon their bellies and besought the Lord, pledging to never again fall away to such evil, but instead, if ever they should sin, by him with gentleness, and not to be handed over to blasphemers and barbarous Gentiles. 5 Now it happened on the day in which the temple was defiled by the foreigners, on that same day, the purification of the temple was made, the the twenty-fifth of the same month, Chislev. 6 And they observed with cheer eight days in the manner of the Feast of Tabernacles, remembering how a little before, during the Feast of Tabernacles, they were grazing on the mountains and in the caves like wild animals. 7 Therefore, holding ivy wreathed wands and branches with ripe fruit and still also date palm fronds, they were thankful to the one who helped to cleanse his own place. 8 And with a common ordinance and vote, they decreed to the entire nation of the Judeans to observe ten days every year. 

Antiochus Eupator’s Rise to Power

9 So in this way the things concerning Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes, came to an end. 10 Now we will discuss the things concerning Antiochus, the highest official, who was the son of the impious one, summarizing the evils of the cities succinctly. 11 For this one, after inheriting the kingdom, appointed a certain Lysias over the affairs of state and prime governor of Coelesyria and Phoenicia. 12 For Ptolemy, who was called Macron, preferred to act righteously with respect to the Judeans on account of the injustice that had come toward them and was continually seeking to manage matters with them peacefully. 13 For this reason he was accused by the friends of Eupator, and he heard on all sides he was a traitor because he forsook Cyprus, having been entrusted with it by Philometor, and went over to Antiochus Epiphanes. And because he did not honorably exercise his noble office, he ended his life by giving himself poison. 

Gorgias in Idumea

14 So Gorgias became the commander of these places. He hired mercenaries and, at every opportunity, stoked the feud toward their own. 15 And, along with these, the Edomites, being in possession of strategically important fortresses, were harassing the Judeans and were welcoming those banished from Jerusalem, intentionally keeping up the feud. 16 But those around Maccabeus, after making supplication and beseeching God to be allied with them, moved against the fortresses of the Edomites. 17 And fiercely attacking them, they came into possession of these places, both defending themselves against all those who were fighting upon the wall and killing those who were attacking them. So they killed no fewer than twenty thousand. 18 And no fewer than nine thousand took refuge in two very well fortified towers, and they possessed all the things necessary for a siege. 19 Maccabeus himself, after abandoning Simon and Joseph and also Zacchaeus and those with him enough for the siege of the towers, departed for more pressing places. 20 Now those with Simon who were fond of money were persuaded by some of those in the towers. After receiving seventy thousand drachmas in silver, they permitted some to escape. 21 But reporting to Maccabeus concerning what had happened, he gathered together the leaders of the people and told how they had sold their kinsfolk for silver by releasing their enemies against them. 22 Therefore, he slew those who became traitors and immediately overtook the two towers. 23 Succeeding at arms in everything in his hands, he killed more than twenty thousand in the two fortresses. 

Judas Defeats Timothy

24 Now Timothy, who first was defeated by the Judeans, gathered together foreign forces of vast size and assembled no small cavalry force, which came from Asia, and drew near as if to take Judah in war. 25 And as he approached, those around Maccabeus made supplication to God, sprinkling their heads with dirt and girding their loins with sackcloth. 26 Falling at the base before the altar, they were beseeching the one who was merciful to them to be at enmity with their enemies and to be an adversary to those who were being adversaries, just as also the law makes clear. 27 Then, upon coming from the prayer, taking up their weapons, they advanced away from the city at a great distance. And drawing near to the enemy, they stopped. 28 And shortly before the dawn spread, they attacked each other; those, then, who have a surety of success and victory by aid of virtue, which is in the Lord; and the others, the leader of their efforts appointing their fury. 29 Now as the battle became fierce, five illustrious men upon horses with golden bridles appeared from heaven before opposing forces, and two were leading the Judeans. 30 And taking Maccabeus in the middle of them and sheltering him with their own armor, they were keeping him safe from harm. But they were repeatedly sending arrows and lightning toward the those opposite on account of which they were breached, being thrown into confusion with blindness and being completely disordered. 31 And twenty thousand and five hundred soldiers and six hundred cavalry were slain. 

32 But Timothy himself took refuge in a very good stronghold called Gazara; Chaereas commanded a fortress there. 33 And those with Maccabeus gladly besieged the fortress forty days. 34 But those within the fortress, trusting beyond measure in the strength of the place, were blaspheming and uttering godless words. 35 Now when the twenty-fifth day dawned, young men from those with Maccabeus, burning with rage on account of the blasphemies, attacked the wall bravely; and with savage fury they were slaughtering any who fell upon them. 36 Then, because of the distraction, others in like manner climbed up the towers and set fire to the inside and, kindling a fire, they were burning the blasphemers alive. But some others breached the gates and, gathering the rest of the army, they captured the city. 37 And they slew Timothy, who was hiding in a certain cistern, and Chaereas, the brother of this one, and also Apollophanes. 38 And when these things were completed, they began blessing the Lord, who showed exceeding kindness to Israel and gave the victory to them with hymns and thanksgiving. 




Lysias and the Siege of Beth-zur

11 Now after a very little time, Lysias, the guardian and relative of the king and the official over the affairs of state, being very displeased at the things that had happened, 2 gathered about eighty thousand soldiers and cavalry in all and went to the Judeans, intending to make the city of Jerusalem a Greek city, 3 and to make the temple subject to a levy just as the other shrines of other nations, and to put up the high priesthood for sale every year. 4 He reckoned with in no way, however, the power of God, but was puffed up by the tens of thousands of foot soldiers and the thousands of horsemen and the eighty elephants. 5 So after entering into Judah and drawing near to Beth-zur, being a fortified village about five measures away from Jerusalem, he began afflicting this town. 6 But when those with Maccabeus heard of hisa besieging the strongholds, they were beseeching together with the multitudes the Lord with lamentations and tears to send a good angel for salvation in Israel. 7 Maccabeus himself first took up his weapons. He urged the others at the same time to make a desperate attempt with him to come to the aid of their kinfolk. And so with one accord they rushed out willingly. 8 And there, while they were near Jerusalem, appeared one going before them on horseback in brilliant raiment brandishing golden weaponry. 9 Then, with one accord, everyone blessed the merciful God, and they were encouraged in their souls, being prepared not only to attack humans but savage beasts and walls made of iron. 10 They advanced in their armor, having their ally from heaven, because the Lord showed mercy on them. 11 And hurling toward their enemies, like lions they slew eleven thousand of them and sixteen hundred horsemen, and they forced all of them to flee. 12 But the majority of them escaped wounded and unarmed. And even Lysias himself escaped by fleeing shamefully. 

Lysias’ Peace with the Judeans

13 Now Lysias was not without understanding. As he reflected to himself concerning the loss that came about for him, he realized the Hebrews were unconquerable because their powerful God was allied with them, sending them off. 14 He convinced them to agree to everything righteous and that he would also persuade the king, compelling him to become a friend with them. 15 So Maccabeus, considering that which was beneficial, consented to everything that Lysias proposed, for as much as Maccabeus gave to Lysias in writing concerning the Judeans, the scribe granted. 16 Therefore, letters written to the Judeans from Lysias contained this content: 

“Lysias to the multitude of the Judeans: Greetings. 17 John and Absalom, those sent from you, delivered the petition copied below and are asking about the terms made known in it. 18 So then, I made quite clear as much as was necessary to report to the king, and he granted what was possible. 19 Therefore, if you observe good will toward the affairs of the state, then from now on I shall attempt to be partially responsible for your good. 20 Now concerning every part of these things, I have commanded both these men and those from me to discuss them with you. 21 Be well. The hundred and forty-eighth year on the twenty-fourth day of the month of Zeus of Corinth.” 

22 The letter of the king contained the following: 

“King Antiochus to his brother Lysias: Greetings. 23 Our father, having made his transition to the gods, and since we wish that those who are of the kingdom be undisturbed as regards the care of the Judeans, 24 having heard the Judeans are not consenting to the change of our father for the Greek customs, but are choosing their own customs, they beseech that their laws should be granted to them. 25 So then, preferring that even this nation exist without trouble, we determine both their temple be restored to them and they live as citizens according to the customs of their forefathers. 26 Therefore, you will do well to send messages to them and give our pledges of good faith, so that, knowing our policy, they might be both cheerful and might live gladly with the management of their own affairs.” 

27 The letter of the king to the nation was as follows: 

“King Antiochus, to the council of the elders of the Judeans and to the other Judeans: Greetings. 28 Are you well? May it be as we wish. We ourselves are also well. 29 Menelaus explained to us that you were wishing to return to deal with your own affairs. 30 Therefore, pledges of good faith with safe conduct will be in effect for those who return home before the thirtieth of Xanthicus. 31 For the Judeans are to deal with their own expenses and laws, just as even formerly, and none of them will be troubled in any manner for things done in ignorance. 32 Now I have sent also Menelaus, who will strengthen you. 33 Be well. The hundred and forty-eighth year on the fifteenth of Xanthicus.” 

34 Even the Romans sent a letter to them, having the following content: 

“Quintus Memmius and Titus Manius, ambassadors of the Romans, to the Judean people: Greetings. 35 Concerning the things that Lysias, the cousin of the king, granted to you, we also give our consent. 36 Now, concerning those things he thought to report to the king, send someone immediately, after making an examination concerning these things, in order that we might hold as is satisfactory to us, for we are drawing near to Antioch. 37 Therefore, hasten and send some envoys to us, so that we also might find out what you have decided. 38 Be well. The hundred and forty-eighth year on the fifteenth of Xanthicus.” 




Incidents and Joppa and Jamnia

12 Now when these agreements were settled, Lysias went to the king while the Judeans went about farming. 2 But the governors in every place, Timothy and Apollonius the son of Gennaeus, and further, Hieronymus and Demophon, and with these Nicanor, the governor of Cyprus, were not allowing them to be stable and to observe peace. 3 And the people of Joppa accomplished so great an impiety as inviting those Judeans who dwelt among themselves to embark with their women and children in boats that were equipped by them as if there were no ill will toward them. 4 And this was after the public decree of the city. And when the Judeans accepted, as wanting to live in peace and having no suspicion, they were brought and drowned, being no fewer than two hundred people. 5 Now Judas, after hearing about the cruelty that had happened to the people of his own race, summoned the men around him 6 and, invoking the righteous judge, God, approached those murderers of his brothers. He set fire to their harbor at night and burned the boats and massacred those who took refuge in that place. 7 Now the village was shut tight. He departed, planning to come again and root out the entire body of citizens of Joppa. 8 But upon hearing that those in Jamnia were also wishing to accomplish the same action against the Judeans dwelling among them, 9 falling upon the Jamnites at night, he set fire to their harbor together with their fleet so that brightness of the light shone on Jerusalem, although it was two hundred and forty stadia away. 

Judas Attacked

10 And departing from that place about nine stadia, while making the journey toward Timothy, no fewer than five thousand Arabians and five hundred cavalrymen lay upon him. 11 So a fierce battle broke out, and those who were with Judas were successful because of help from God. Being diminished, the nomads began beseeching Judas to give pledges of good faith to them. They were promising also to give them cattle and to assist them in other ways. 12 Now Judas, supposing them as really useful in many ways, withdrew the peace to be made with them and, after receiving the pledges, they went back to their tents. 

13 Then he also fell upon a certain city, bridging over that which was fortified and enclosed with walls and inhabited by a variety of Gentile peoples. And its name was Caspin. 14 But those within, trusting in the strength of its walls and in their store of food, began treating those with Judas rudely, harshly criticizing them and, even more, blaspheming and saying what is not lawful to say. 15 But those with Judas, after invoking the great ruler of the universe who, without battering rams and devices serving as instruments of war, threw down Jericho in the times of Joshua, savagely attacked the wall. 16 And overtaking the city by the will of God, they carried out a massive slaughter, so that the adjacent lake, which had a width of two stadia, appeared to be filled, running with blood. 

Judas Prevails Over Timothy

17 And having moved away from there about seven hundred and fifty stadia, they arrived in Charax and came to the Judeans there called the Toubiani. 18 Now they did not overtake Timothy in those places, who had departed by that time without success from those places, but had left a very well fortified garrison in a certain place. 19 But Dositheus and Sosipater, who were commanders with Maccabeus, marched out and destroyed those who were left behind in the stronghold by Timothy, more than ten thousand men. 20 And Maccabeus, after he organized the army with him by cohorts, appointed them over the units and hastened toward Timothy, who had with him one hundred and twenty thousand foot soldiers and two thousand horsemen, also with seven thousand. 21 And hearing of the approach of Judas, Timothy sent away the women and the other members of the household to the place called Carnaim, for it was hard to take by siege, and the place was difficult to access because of the narrowness of all of the places. 22 But when Judas’ first division appeared, fear came upon their enemies, and fear came upon them from the manifestation of the one who beholds all things. They hastened to flee, being borne along here and there, so that many times they were hurt by their own comrades, and they were pierced by the points of their own swords. 23 And Judas was making a most vigorous pursuit, putting the wicked to the sword. And he killed thirty thousand men in number. 24 Now Timothy himself fell into the hands of those with Dositheus and Sosipater. He was entreating them with much trickery to set him free as unharmed because he indeed held the parents of many of them and the brothers of others, and it would happen that no regard would be paid to these. 25 And after he, by means of much pleading, established his oath to restore these prisoners unharmed, they released him for the sake of the deliverance of their brothers. 

A String of Victories for Judas

26 Then, heading out toward Carnaim and the temple of Atargatis, Judas slew twenty-five thousand people. 27 And after the rout and destruction of these, he also made war upon Ephron, a fortified city in which was a multitude of ethnicities within it. And young men who were strong of body, having taken positions before the walls, were resisting fiercely. They had there many provisions of engines of war and missiles. 28 And calling upon the ruler who, with might, crushes the weight of his enemies, they took the city in hand. And they slew in number twenty-five thousand of those within the city. 29 And departing from that place, they hastened on to the city of Scythopolis, which was a distance of six hundred stadia from Jerusalem. 30 But when the Judeans who were established in that place testified to the kindness that the people of Scythopolis had toward them and to their civilized response in times of misfortune, 31 they gave thanks and exhorted them as well to be well disposed to their race from then on. They arrived in Jerusalem as the Feast of Weeks was imminent. 

Judas Defeats Gorgias

32 Now after the feast, which is called Pentecost, they moved against Gorgias, the commander of Idumea. 33 And he came out with three thousand foot soldiers and four hundred horsemen. 34 And as they engaged the battle, it happened that a few of the Judeans fell. 35 But Dositheus, a certain ferocious cavalry man from those under Bacenor, took hold of Gorgias and, taking his cloak, he was bringing him by force, wishing to take the accursed one alive. But when one of the Thracian horsemen attacked him and cut off his arm, Gorgias fled to Mareshah. 36 Now when those with Esdris had been fighting a long time and were weary, Judas called upon the Lord to appear as their ally and appear as leader in the battle. 37 Then he began bellowing out with hymns in the language of his fathers, suddenly attacking those with Gorgias. He made a rout of them. 

Remembering the Fallen

38 Now Judas, after regathering the army, went into the city of Adullam. And the Sabbath was upon them, so purifying themselves, in accordance with custom, he kept the Sabbath there. 39 But the next day, those with Judas went to pick up the bodies of those who had fallen, because of the time it had become necessary, and to restore them to the tombs of their fathers with kin. 40 But they discovered under the shirts of each of those who died amulets of the idols from Jamnia. The law kept the Judeans away from these. And it became clear to everyone that on account of this reason these men had fallen. 41 Then everyone, after blessing the ways of the righteous judge, the Lord, who makes visible the things that have been hidden, 42 turned to supplication, entreating God that the sin that had come about be covered completely. And the noble Judas exhorted the multitude to keep themselves to be sinless, having seen with their eyesa the things that had come about on account of the sin of those who had fallen. 43 And after he made a collection of men, he sent off two thousand drachmas of silver to Jerusalem to offer a sacrifice for sin. He acted entirely rightly and honorably, considering about the resurrection. 44 For unless he expected those who had fallen to rise, to pray concerning corpses would be useless and silly. 45 And if he was considering the greatest gratitude that is reserved for those who fall asleep with godliness, the thought was holy and pious. Therefore, he made atonement for those who had died to be delivered from their sin. 




The Death of Menelaus

13 Now in the one hundred and forty-ninth year, it became known to those with Judas that Antiochus Eupator came against Judah with a large force. 2 And Lysias, his guardian and the official over the affairs of state, was with him. Each had a force of Greek foot soldiers numbering one hundred and ten thousand and five thousand and three hundred cavalry and twenty-two elephants and three hundred chariots bearing scythes. 3 Then also Menelaus met with them and with great hypocrisy encouraged Antiochus, not for salvation of the country, but because he was imagining that he might be appointed to some office. 4 But the King of kings stirred up the anger of Antiochus against the sinner, and, after Lysias pointed out that this one was responsible for the evils and everything, he commanded to bring him into Beroea to put him to death however is customary in that place. 5 And there is in that place a tower fifty cubits high, full of ashes. But it had a steep contrivance surrounding it on all sides going down into the ashes. 6 There the whole community pushes one who is liable for sacrilege or those guilty of other excessive evils to their destruction. 7 So it happened that the lawless one, Menelaus, died such a death and did not happen to have a burial. 8 This was altogether just for, given that he performed many sins with respect to the altar, of which the fire and the ashes were holy, he received his death in ashes. 

The Battle Near Modein

9 Now the king, having become weighed down, was coming with intentions to exhibit against the Judeans things worse than those that had come about in the time of his father. 10 But when Judas heard of these things, he commanded the people, who called upon the Lord through the day and night, that if ever at any time before, even now he might come to aid 11 those about to be deprived of the law and country and holy temple and to not allow the people who had revived now briefly to come into the hands of those blasphemous Gentiles. 12 So after everyone made the same petition with one accord and besought the merciful Lord with weeping and fasting, continually lying prostrate for three days, after encouraging them, Judas urged them to stand by. 13 And being with the elders, privately he planned to go out and settle the matter with the help of God before the army of the king entered upon Judah and came into possession of the city. 14 And giving the outcome to the Lord of the universe, he exhorted those with him to fight to the death bravely for the laws, the temple, the city, their country, and their way of life. And he set up the army near Modein. 15 And after giving those with him an agreed upon signal of “the victory of God,” with the bravest, chosen young men, he fell at night upon the camp of the royal court. He slew two thousand men in number, and he placed the leader of the elephants along with the one who was in its accompanying house. 16 And the result was that they filled the camp with fear and confusion, and they escaped, being successful. 17 And this came about before the day dawned because the protection of the Lord came to aid him. 

Antiochus Eupator Makes a Treaty

18 But the king, having taken a taste of the courage of the Judeans, made an attempt on their places by means of stratagems. 19 And he went up against Beth-zur, a small fortress of the Judeans. He was put to flight, was struck, and was defeated. 20 Then Judas sent necessities to those within the fortress. 21 And Rhodocus, who was from the Judeans’ ranks, reported secrets to their enemies. He was sought for, arrested, and put in prison. 22 The king spoke a second time with those in Beth-zur. He gave and received a pledge of good faith, went away, 23 attacked those with Judas, and was defeated. He received notice that Philip, the one who had been left over the affairs of state, had abandoned him in Antioch. Being confounded, he summoned the Judeans, surrendered, and swore for all their legal rights. He came to a settlement and brought a sacrifice. He honored the temple and treated the place kindly. 24 And he accepted Maccabeus. He left Hegemonides as commander from Ptolemais to the regions of the Gerar. 25 He went to Ptolemais. The people of Ptolemais were angry concerning the agreements, for they were afraid beyond measure and wanted to break the arrangements. 26 Lysias came to the step and pleaded to the best of his ability and persuaded and pacified them and made them well disposed to the terms. He returned to Antioch. The things related to the king’s invasion and retreat turned out in this manner. 




The Treachery of Alcimus

14 Now, after a period of three years, it became known to those with Judas that Demetrius, the son of Seleucus, had entered into Tripolis through the harbor with a mighty army and a fleet. 2 Having taken possession of the territory, he slew Antiochus and his guardian, Lysias. 3 Now a certain Alcimus, who was formerly the high priest, but who had defiled himself willingly during the times of purity, after he realized that for him there was no deliverance in any way and no further service before the holy altar, 4 came to King Demetrius around the one hundred and fifty-first year, bringing to him a golden crown and a date palm and, in addition to these items, those considered as young shoots from the temple. And he held his peace at that time. 5 But he received an opportunity for furthering his folly when he was summoned to the council by Demetrius and asked about what arrangement and plan the Judeans had established. Concerning these things he said, 6 “Those of the Judeans who are called Hasideans, whom Judas Maccabeus leads, are keeping up the feud and stirring sedition. They are not allowing the kingdom to be at peace. 7 Hence, separating myself from my ancestral glory—and saying, concerning the high priesthood—I have now come a second time. 8 First, on account of thinking of what is due genuinely to the king, and second, also having regard for my fellow citizens, for the entirety of our race suffers no small misfortune by the recklessness of those mentioned above. 9 You, O king, knowing each one of these things, observed the territory and our sorely tried race in accordance with that courteous benevolence you have toward all. 10 For as long as Judas lives, it is impossible that the affairs of state will be at peace.” 11 Now, after such things had been spoken by this one, at once the rest of the king’s friends, who viewed with malice the things concerning Judas, incensed Demetrius even more. 12 So he immediately selected Nicanor, who was the commander of the elephants, and, proclaiming him the commander of Judah, he dispatched him, 13 giving him messages to kill Judas and to scatter those with him and appoint Alcimus as the high priest of the great temple. 14 But those in Judah who had fled from Judas, the Gentiles, joined forces with Nicanor in droves, supposing the misfortunes and calamities of the Judeans would be their own prosperity. 

Nicanor Befriends Judas

15 Now upon hearing of the approach of Nicanor and the attack from the Gentiles, the Judeans were sprinkling dirt upon themselves, entreating the one who established his own people until eternity and who helps always his own portion with an intervention. 16 Then, after the one who was leading commanded, immediately breaking camp from that place, they met with their enemy near the village of Lessaou. 17 Now Simon, the brother of Judas had joined battle with Nicanor and had slowly fallen back because of the stunning shock of their adversaries. 18 Nevertheless, Nicanor, hearing of the bravery and the courage that those with Judas had in their struggles on behalf of their country, was somewhat worried about determining the judgment by means of bloodshed. 19 Therefore he sent Posidonius and Theodotus and Mattithiah to offer and to receive pledges of good faith. 20 And after a thorough inspection of these matters was made and the one who was leading took counsel with the rest of his forces and equal voting concession was reached, they consented to the terms. 21 And they appointed a day in which, in private, they would come to the same mind. And a chariot advanced from each, and they set up seats. 22 Judas set prepared armed men in strategic places, in case treachery suddenly came about from their enemies, and they held a suitable conference. 23 Nicanor remained in Jerusalem and did nothing inappropriate. In fact, he sent away those mobs of people who had gathered around him. 24 He had even Judas continually in his face; he was genuinely inclined toward the man. 25 He exhorted him to marry and have children. He married, settled down, and participated in the common life. 

Nicanor Betrays Judas

26 But Alcimus, seeing their favor toward one another and taking the agreements that were made, he went to Demetrius and was saying to him that Nicanor was pondering hostilities against the state, for he appointed Judas, that plotter against the kingdom, as his deputy. 27 So the king, becoming angry and being provoked by the false accusations of the scoundrel, wrote to Nicanor on account of the agreements, saying he was displeased and ordering him to send Maccabeus in bonds to Antioch immediately. 28 Now when these things became known to Nicanor, he was troubled and began pondering grievously if he ought to reject the things agreed upon, for the man had done nothing wrong. 29 But since he was not able to act against the king, he began looking for a good time to accomplish by trickery. 30 But Maccabeus, perceiving Nicanor was managing the affairs with him more harshly, and was being more rude in their customary meeting, understood the gruff behavior was not from the best of motives. So, gathering together no small number of those with him, he hid himself from Nicanor. 

31 Now when the other onea became aware that he had been excellently out strategized by the man, he went to the great and holy temple while the priests were offering the appropriate sacrifices. He commanded them to hand over the man. 32 But since they were swearing with oaths not to know where the one being sought was at any time, 33 he stretched forth his right hand toward the temple and swore these things: “If you do not hand over Judas to me in bonds, then I will make this shrine of God into a plain, and I will raze the altar to the ground and raise up a marvelous temple here for Dionysus.” 34 Then, after saying such great threats, he departed. But the priests stretched forth their hands to heaven and called upon the continual defender of our nation and were saying these things: 35 “You, Lord of all, are not in need of possessions. You were pleased to establish a temple for your dwelling among us. 36 And now, O Holy One, Lord of all holiness, preserve undefiled into eternity this recently purified house.” 

The Death of Razis

37 Now a certain Razis, one of the elders from Jerusalem, was slandered before Nicanor. The man was a patriot and very well spoken of and, on account of his kindness, was called “father of the Judeans.” 38 For in those earlier times of purity he was hauled to judgment for Judaism and risked with all zeal body and soul on behalf of Judaism. 39 Now Nicanor, wishing to make clear the ill will that he held toward the Judeans, sent more than five hundred soldiers to arrest him. 40 For he supposed by arresting that man, a calamitous thing would be done to them. 41 But when the multitude were about to overtake the tower and were breaking down the door of the courtyard and calling to bring fire and to set fire to the doors, since he was surrounded on every side, hea fell upon his own sword, 42 wanting to die nobly rather than to fall into wicked hands and to be abused in a way unworthy of his own nobility. 43 But, because of the heat of the battle, the blow did not hit exactly. So, as the troops were charging into the doorways, he ran bravely upon the wall. He courageously threw himself down into the mobs. 44 But, when they quickly stepped back, an open space was created, and he came down into the middle of the space. 45 And being still alive and burning with fury, he stood up, blood gushing out like a spring and his wounds being grievous. He went through the troops, running, and stood up on a certain rocky precipice. 46 Being by this time completely drained of blood, he tore out his intestines and, taking them in each of his hands, flung them at the troops and called upon the one who is the Lord of life and of the spirit to restore it to him again. In this manner he died. 




Nicanor’s Arrogant Blasphemy

15 Now when Nicanor heard that those with Judas were in the places of Samaria, he resolved to fall upon them with all safety on the day of repose. 2 But those Judeans who were accompanying him on account of force were saying, “You should certainly not kill cruelly and barbarously in this manner. But set apart in honor the day that has been honored above others with holiness by the one who observes everything.” 3 The thrice-guilty man inquired whether there is a ruler in heaven who had commanded to observe the day of the Sabbath. 4 And they declared, “The living Lord himself is the ruler in heaven. He gave the command to keep the seventh day.” 5 Nicanor said, “And I, the one who gives the command to take up arms and to accomplish the royal business, am a ruler upon the earth.” Nevertheless, he did not succeed in completing his wicked intention. 

Judas Rallies the Judeans

6 And Nicanor, showing off with all steadfastness, decided to make a public way from those with Judas. 7 Maccabeus, on the other hand, was fully trusting, with all hope, to obtain help from the Lord. 8 And he exhorted those with him not to fear the approach of the Gentiles, but, bearing in mind the assistance from heaven that had previously come to them, also to expect, with respect to the current situation, the victory from the Almighty would be theirs. 9 And, by encouraging them from the law and the prophets, singing next to them of the battles that they had already fought, he made them more zealous. 10 So, after rousing their spirits, he gave them orders, pointing out at the same time the faithlessness of the Gentiles and the breach of their oaths. 11 So he armed each of them, not with the safety of shields and spears, but with the encouragement in his good words. And he led toward a trustworthy dream on behalf of some and cheered everyone. 12 And the spectacle of this was as follows: Onias, the one who was the high priest, an excellent and good man, modest in his demeanor and meek in his manner, and whose speech was full of grace and who had studied from childhood everything concerning the matters peculiar to virtue, this man stretched forth his hands in order to pray earnestly for the entire community of the Judeans. 13 Then a man appeared in this manner: He excelled in old age and honor, and the dignity about him was a certain wonder and majesty. 14 And responding, Onias said, “This is one who loves his kin, Jeremiah, the prophet of God, who prays much for the people and the holy city.” 15 Then, stretching forth his right hand, Jeremiah gave a golden sword to Judas and, while giving it, he spoke as follows: 16 “Take this holy sword, a gift from God, by which you will smite your enemies.” 

17 So, after being strengthened by the words of Judas, which were altogether excellent and able to stir up virtue and to make manly the souls of youths, they determined not to wage a war, but to rush in bravely and with all courage engage in order to decide matters, because the city and the holy things and the temple were at risk. 18 For their fear for the women and children, and further for their brothers and relatives, was weighing on them in smaller part, and their greatest and first fear was for the consecrated temple. 19 But there was also no small anxiety for those who were cooped up in the city, being troubled about the attack in the open air. 

20 And, while everyone was already waiting for the judgment that would happen and their enemies had drawn near already and the army was lined up and the beasts had been brought into strategic position on the line and the cavalry was in place at the flank, 21 Maccabeus, considering the arrival of the multitude and the manifold equipment of their arms and the savageness of the beasts, for the seasonable part, he lifted up hands to heaven. He called upon the wonder-working Lord, knowing that it is not by means of weapons, but, just as if it might be determined by him, he brings about the victory for those who are worthy. 22 And calling out, he was speaking in this way: “You, Master, sent your angel to Hezekiah, the king of Judah, and slew in number one hundred and eighty five thousand from the camp of Sennacherib. 23 And now, O Ruler of the heavens, send a good angel before us for fear and trembling. 24 May those who are coming against your holy people with blasphemy be terrified by the greatness of your strength.” And this one ceased praying with these words. 

The Defeat and Death of Nicanor

25 Now those with Nicanor began advancing with trumpet blasts and battle cries. 26 Then those with Judas engaged their enemies with an invocation and prayers. 27 So fighting with their hands and praying in their hearts to God, they slew no fewer than thirty-five thousand, being cheered greatly by the care of God. 

28 Now, after bringing an end to the business, and while departing with joy, they discovered Nicanor, who had fallen with his suit of armor. 29 So, after some shouting and confusion came about, they began blessing the Lord in the language of their fathers. 30 And the foremost fighter on behalf of his countrymen, in keeping with everything in his body and soul, the one who reserved the kindness of the prime of his life for his people, commanded them to cut off the head of Nicanor and a hand together with the shoulder, bringing them to Jerusalem. 31 And after arriving there and inviting the people and setting up the priests before the altar, he summoned those from the Akra. 32 And after displaying the head of the vile Nicanor and the hand of the blasphemer, which he boasted with when he stretched it out against the holy house of the Almighty, 33 and, after cutting out the tongue of the impious Nicanor, he was saying by pieces to the birds but the wages of his folly would hang opposite the temple. 34 Then everyone blessed the distinguished Lord in heaven, saying, “Blessed be the one who preserved his own place undefiled.” 35 So he hung the decapitated head of Nicanor from the Akra, a clear and visible sign to everyone of the help of the Lord. 36 And everyone decreed with a public proposal not to allow this day to go unnoticed but to hold it as a marked day, the thirteenth of the twelfth month, named Adar in the master language, one day before the day of Mordecai. 

The Compiler’s Epilogue

37 So the things concerning Nicanor turned out in this manner. And from those times, the city was ruled over by the Hebrews. And I will bring to a close myself this account at this point. 38 And if it was good and compelling in its composition, this I was also wanting myself. But if it was poor and mediocre, this was what was attainable by me. 39 Just as drinking wine by itself, and, for that matter, also again water, can be unpleasant, yet, wine, after being mixed in its custom with water, already and renders a delightful attractiveness, so also the manner of the mixing of the style of the account delights the ears of those who read the composition. And here shall be the end. 





3 MACCABEES




Philopator and Antiochus

1 Now Philopator, learning from those who returned that the places controlled by him were seized by Antiochus, giving orders to all his forces, infantry and cavalry, and taking along his sister, Arsinoë, he set out as far as the places toward Raphia, where those with Antiochus had encamped. 2 But a certain Theodotus, intending to carry out the plot, taking with him the best of the Ptolemaic weapons having been assigned to him, crossed over alone by night to the tent of Ptolemy so as to kill him and in this way to end the war. 3 But Dositheos, who was called the son of Drimylus, Judean by origin but who later turned away from their customs and became estranged from the ancestral doctrines, leading him away made a certain insignificant person to sleep in the tent who, it happened, bore the vengeance for that one.a 4 When a fierce battle was taking place and things were going rather well for Antiochus, Arsinoë, going to the forces, began to exhort them with piteous wailing and tears, having loosed the braids of her hair, to rescue themselves both for their children and wives, confidently promising to give to each one two mina of gold if they prevailed. 5 And thus it happened that the enemy was destroyed in hand-to-hand combat, and many captives were also seized. 6 Now having overcome the plot, he decided to visit the nearby cities to encourage them. 7 And doing this and granting gifts to their sacred precincts, he made his subjects of good courage. 

Temple Priests Refuse Philopator’s Entry

8 Now when the Judeans sent some persons to him from the council and the elders to greet him and to bring gifts of hospitality, and, rejoicing on account of the events that had occurred, it happened that he was all the more eager to come to them as soon as possible. 9 And upon crossing over to Jerusalem and sacrificing to the trustworthy God and rendering thank offerings and doing what was befitting for the holy place and then appearing at the holy place, he was also amazed by its excellence and piety. 10 And also marveling at the good arrangement of the temple, he considered planning to enter into the temple. 11 And when they said it was not proper to do this because the Gentiles do not enter in, nor all the priests, but only the chief priest, who is leader of all, and for this one once only during a year. But the king was by no means persuaded. 12 Even after the law was read publicly, not even then did he abandon insisting that it was necessary for him to enter, saying, “Even if those ones are deprived of this honor, it should not be so for me.” 13 And he inquired why he was entering into every other sacred precinct, and none of those present prevented him. 14 And someone without thinking said it was wrong to regard this as a portent. 15 And he said, “Since this was done, why not by all means enter, whether they are willing or not?” 

Ptolemy Resisted

16 Then the priests prostrated themselves in all their vestments and implored the supreme God to come to their rescue in the present situation and to avert the violence of the one wickedly imposing himself, filling the temple with wailing and with tears. 17 Those who remained behind in the city, being agitated, rushed out, supposing something mysterious was happening. 18 And the virgins, secluded in their chambers, rushed out along with those who bore them and gave themselves up to sprinkling their hair with dust, where also they began to fill the streets with moaning. 19 And even those who had been recently arrayed for all those now appointed, and neglecting the modesty befitting them, they gathered together, running in a disorderly fashion. 20 And at this, the mothers and those nursing abandoned the newborn among the children, here and there—some in houses and others in the streets, heedlessly assembling together in the most high temple. 21 And manifold was the petition of those who gathered in this place because of the things impiously being plotted by that man. 22 And with these, those who were emboldened concerning their compatriots would not tolerate his pressing for completion and the carrying out of his intended plan. 23 And crying out to make an assault with weapons and die courageously by the ancestral law, they created a great tumult in the holy place, and having been dissuaded with difficulty by both the old men and the elders, they arrived at the same posture of prayer. 24 And the crowd, indeed, as before these things, was occupied in praying, 25 but the elders near the king attempted in various ways to change his arrogant mind from the plan being conceived. 26 But being emboldened and having dismissed all already, even so he began to make his approach, already thinking to bring to completion the previously mentioned plan. 27 And so those who were near him, observing these things, they turned together with our people in order to call upon the one having all power in the present circumstances to defend them, not looking around at this lawless and arrogant deed. 28 Now from both the incessant and vehement outcry of the gathering crowds there was an immense roar. 29 For it seemed that not only the people but even the walls and the whole ground were ringing, in as much as in truth at that time all would take in exchange death rather than the profanation of the holy place. 




Simon’s Prayer

2 2 “Lord, Lord, king of the heavens and master of the whole of creation, holy among the holy ones, only ruler, almighty, give heed to us who are being tormented by a wicked and impure one, who has become insolent with arrogance and power. 3 For you are the creator of all things and who rules over everything, are a righteous master, and you judge those who do anything with insolence and arrogance. 4 Those who previously did wrong—among whom were giants, who trusted in Rome and arrogance—you destroyed, bringing on them immeasurable water. 5 You consumed with fire and brimstone the Sodomites who acted arrogantly, being unknown for depravities, making an example for those who come after. 6 You made your power known, in addition to that which you made your great might known, upon testing the insolent Pharaoh, who enslaved your holy people Israel with manifold and many punishments. 7 And when he pursued with chariots and a multitude of troops, you overwhelmed them with the depth of the sea; but those who trusted in you, the one holding power over the whole of creation, you carried over safely. 8 And those who saw the works of your hand praised you, the Almighty. 9 You, O King, who created the boundless and immeasurable earth, chose this city and consecrated this place for your name, even though you have no need of anything, and you glorified it with a magnificent manifestation, making its structure for the glory of your great and honored name. 10 And, loving the house of Israel, you promised that if a reverse should happen to us and distress should overtake us, and coming to our place, we should pray, you would hear our prayer. 11 And indeed you are faithful and true. 12 And since frequently also when our ancestors were afflicted, you helped them in their humiliation, and you rescued them from great evils. 13 And now look, O Holy King, we are being tormented because of our many and great sins, and we have been subjected to our enemies, and we have become exhausted in our powerlessness. 14 But in our calamity, this arrogant and impure one is determined to insult wantonly the holy place on earth dedicated to your glorious name. 15 For your dwelling-place, the heaven of heaven, is inaccessible to humans. 16 But since you were pleased for your glory to be among your people Israel, you consecrated this place. 17 Do not punish us because of the uncleanness of these people, nor chastise us because of their profanation, in order that the lawless may not boast in their heart, nor exult in the arrogance of their tongue, saying, 18 ‘We trampled on the house of holiness as the houses of idols are trampled down.’ 19 Wipe away our sins, and scatter abroad our faults, and show forth your mercy at this hour. 20 Let your mercies overtake us quickly, and cause praises in the mouth of those who have fallen and have been broken in spirit, bringing about peace for us.” 

Ptolemy and the Wrath of God

21 Then God, the overseer of all things, and primogenitor, holy among the holy ones, having heard the lawful entreaty, struck the one who exalted himself exceedingly with insolence and arrogance, 22 shaking him from one side and to the other like a reed is shaken by the wind, so that he lay powerless on the ground, and besides being paralyzed in his limbs, not even able to speak, being struck by a righteous judgment. 23 Then both his friends and bodyguards, seeing the severe chastisement that had overtaken him, even fearing lest he might lose his life, quickly dragged him out, having been struck with exceeding fear. 24 But later in time, when he came to himself, by no means did he come to repentance, though being punished with a threat; but he departed, being made bitter. 

Ptolemy’s Bitterness Toward the Judeans

25 And being carried back to Egypt, and his deeds of wickedness increased by both the previously mentioned drinking companions and comrades, who were separated from everything just, 26 not only was he not satisfied with his countless insolent deeds, but he also advanced to such a degree of audacious presumption that he contrived slanderous reports in those places. And many of his friends, gazing at the purpose of the king, also themselves followed the will of that man. 27 He proposed to disseminate publicly a censure against the Judean people. Erecting a stone pillar near the tower in the palace, he carved an inscription: 28 “Anyone who would not sacrifice in their temples shall enter, and all the Judeans shall be subjected to enrollment for poll tax and to servile status; and those who oppose this are to be brought by force to be killed.a 29 And those who are enrolled shall also be branded by fire on the body with the ivy-leaf marking of Dionysus and assigned before to their former limited status.” 30 But in order that he might appear not to be hated by all, he wrote under the inscription, “But if some from among them choose to live with those who have been initiated in accordance with mysteries, they shall have political rights equal with the Alexandrians.” 

31 Some, detesting the approaches toward religious matters of the city on the surface, easily gave themselves up so as to share some of the great glory through having an association with the king. 32 But the majority, noble in spirit, remained strong and did not stray from piety, and by exchanging money for their life, they were attempting to rescue themselves without fear from the registration. 33 And they had restored good hope for obtaining help, and those departing from them, they were abhorring, and they were judging them as enemies of the people, and they were depriving them of communal association and help. 




Ptolemy Opposes Judeans Everywhere

3 And hearing these things, the impious man became angry to such an extent that he was angry not only with those Judeans throughout Alexandria, but he was opposed even more bitterly to those in the greater territory, and he ordered all to be gathered together hastily into one place, and to kill thema by the worst fate. 2 But while these things were being organized, a hostile rumor was being cast out against the Judean nation by people who agreed together to do harm, a pretext being given for a report that perchance they were hindering them from practicing their customs. 3 But the Judeans were maintaining unswerving goodwill and faithfulness toward the kings. 4 And worshiping God and living his law, they used to practice separation with respect to foods, for which reason some used to appear to be hostile. 5 But adorning their way of life with the good conduct of the righteous, they had established good repute with all people. 6 Now while good conduct for the nation was common talk among all, foreigners by no means took account of it. 7 But they were repeating over and over the differences concerning acts of worship and foods, saying that the Judean people were loyal neither to the king nor to the powers, but they were hostile and greatly opposed to the affairs of state, and they were taken by no ordinary fear. 

8 But the Greeks in the city, having in no way been wronged, upon seeing unexpected tumult around these men and unforeseen mobs forming, they did not have the power to help them, for their condition was one of tyranny. They were encouraging them, and feeling intolerably, and were thinking that these things would change. 9 For so great a community should not be disregarded in this manner, since it had done nothing amiss. 10 And already some neighbors and even friends and business associates, secretly drawing aside some of them, were offering assurances to support and to exhibit all diligence to defend them. 

Ptolemy’s Decree

11 Then that person,b exulting in his prosperity for the moment and not regarding the power of the supreme God, but thinking to remain continually in the same plan, wrote this letter against them: 

12 “King Ptolemy Philopator to the generals and soldiers throughout Egypt and in every place: Greetings and good health. 13 And I myself am also in good health, and our affairs prosper. 14 When our expedition into Asia took place, of which you yourselves also know, with the not lightly given help of the gods, when it was brought to a conclusion according to plan, 15 we considered that we should nurture the nations inhabiting Coelesyria and Phoenicia, not with the violence of the spear, but with fairness and great benevolence, gladly doing well. 16 And upon distributing great revenues to the temples in all cities, we also went to Jerusalem, going up to pay honor to the temple of those wicked ones who never cease from their folly. 17 And they accepted our presence in word but disingenuously in deed. We were eager to enter into the temple itself and to honor it with extraordinary and beautiful gifts; 18 being carried away by ancient arrogance, they hindered our entry but were spared from our might on account of the benevolence that we have toward all humans. 19 But having established openly their enmity toward us, as the only one of the nations lifting their heads against kings and their benefactors, they are not willing to endure any action as legitimate. 

20 “But we accommodated ourselves to the folly of these people and also crossed over to Egypt, having dealt victoriously with all the nations benevolently, we acted just as it was fitting. 21 And among other things, making forgiveness toward their compatriots known to everyone, on account of both our alliance and the countless matters entrusted to them from the beginning, with sincerity, to make a change, we were also disposed to deem them worthy of Alexandrian citizenship and to make them participants of our perpetual priests. 22 But they received it to the contrary and, with innate meanspiritedness, rejected what is excellent. And continually turning aside to what is worthless, 23 they turned back not only the priceless citizenship, but also detest both with word and silence the few among them genuinely being disposed toward us, suspecting in every situation, in keeping with their shameful way of life, that we would swiftly overturn our policies. 24 Therefore, being persuaded rightly even by proofs that these people are ill-disposed to us in every way, and taking thought, in case a sudden disorder arise against us afterward, and we have these wicked traitors and barbarous enemies behind our back, 25 we have given an order that as soon as this letter arrives, immediately you are to send to us those living amongst you with their wives and children with insolence and cruel treatments, being locked up with chains made of iron on every side, for a cruel and infamous slaughter befitting enemies. 26 For when these people have been punished together, we comprehend that the affairs of state will be established for us perfectly in stability and in a more excellent condition, in a future time. 27 And whoever perchance shelters any of the Judeans, from an elderly person to a child, even to the nursing babes, shall be cruelly put to death with most hateful torments, along with their whole household. 28 And the one who wishes to give information, to whom will go the property of the one who falls under chastisement, will also receive two thousand drachmas from the royal money and will be rewarded with freedom. 29 But every place where, if by chance a Judean is detected who is being sheltered, without exception, shall be cordoned off and set ablaze, and to every mortal creature it shall appear completely useless for all time.” 

30 And accordingly the content of the letter was written in this manner. 




The Judeans Deported to Alexandria

4 And in every place where this decree became known, a feast with loud noise and joy at the public expense was organized for the Gentiles, as perchance their enmity, having been hardened long beforehand in their minds, was now being revealed openly. 2 But for the Judeans there was indescribable mourning and a most lamentable loud cry with tears; everywhere their hearts were aflame with groaning, bewailing the unexpected ruin suddenly being inflicted on them. 3 What district or city, or what a most lamentable place without exception, or what streets were not filled up with lamentation and weeping for them? 4 For in this way, with pitiless harshness of spirit by the commanders of the army in city after city, they were being dispatched with one mind so that, on account of their extraordinary punishments, even some of their enemies, receiving in front of their eyes the common object of pity and considering the uncertain conclusion of life, wept at their most miserable expulsion. 5 For an old man, being covered full of gray hair from old age, was being led away, crooked with sluggishness of feet, with an impulse of violent ruin, without any respect, making full use of a swift march. 6 And the young women just having entered the bridal chamber for a marital partnership of life exchanged joy to share in weeping and to mix hair wet with unguent with dust so as to defile it, and being led away unveiled, with one accord they began a dirge in place of a wedding song, as though having been rent asunder by the whelp of a foreign nation. 7 And the captives were violently dragged away in public up to the entrance to the ship. 8 And their husbands, in the full bloom of their youthful prime, wearing a noose instead of a garland around their necks, instead of feasting and amusement natural to youth, the remaining days of their wedding celebrations were spent in lamentation, seeing the grave already lying open at their feet. 9 And they were led down like wild animals, taken forcibly with iron bonds for constraint, some fastened by the neck to the benches of the ship, and others made fast by the feet with unbreakable fetters. 10 And further, with thick planking being fixed from above in such a manner that their eyes were totally darkened, during the whole voyage they received the treatment reserved for traitors. 

The Judeans Held in Schedia

11 And when these people were brought to the place being called Schedia, and the aimless voyage was finished, just as had been decreed by the king, he commanded them to encamp in the hippodrome, having established it outside the city with an immense circumference, and having made it very well situated for pointing out to public shame to all those returning to the city, and to those going from these cities into the territory for a trip abroad, so that they could not communicate with his forces, nor could they claim the enclosing wall at all. 12 And when this was done, hearing their compatriots from the city were frequently going out in secret to bitterly lament the ignominious suffering of their brothers, 13 becoming very angry, he also ordered these people to be treated diligently in exactly the same way as the others, not being spared in any way the punishment of the others. 14 And all the race was to be registered by name, not for the kind of work already briefly explained, according to the way of servitude; but when they had been tortured with the outrages ordered against them, they were to be completely destroyed within the period of one day. 15 Therefore the registration of these people took place with bitter haste and zealous assiduity from the rising of the sun to its going down, the completion taking place over forty days, while remaining unfinished. 

16 And the king, having been filled greatly and continually with joy, organized drinking-parties at the locations of all of his idols, with a mind overflowing far from the truth, and with a profane mouth, praising mute things not even being able to speak or to give aid to them, but speaking improper things against God. 17 And after the aforementioned interval of time, the clerks insisted to the king that they were able no longer to carry out the registration of the Judeans on account of the immeasurable multitude of them. 18 Although the majority were still in the territory, some who had conspired were still in their houses, and others were even at that place, so that bringing the registration about was impossible for all the generals in Egypt. 19 And after threatening them severely as though having been bribed to contrive a plana of escape, it happened that he clearly became convinced about this matter 20 when they asserted with proof that even the stock of papyrus and writing reeds had already come to an end among those who used them. 21 But this was the working of the unconquerable providence of the one giving aid to the Judeans from heaven. 




The Judeans Escape Execution—Twice

5 Then the king, completely inflexible, having been filled with cruel wrath and bitter anger, and summoning Hermon, the one close to the care of the elephants, 2 he ordered him during the coming day to give all the elephants, being five hundred in number, abundant handfuls of frankincense and much unmixed wine to drink. And after making them wild with the copious abundance of the drink, to lead them in, for a meeting with the fate of the Judeans. 3 Indeed, upon giving these orders, he turned to feasting, gathering together with those of his friends and the army who were exceedingly hateful toward the Judeans. 4 And Hermon, the master of the elephants, punctually began to complete what was ordered. 5 And the public servants near them,b going out in the evening, were fettering the hands of those enduring distress, and they took precautions for security around them through the rest of the night, supposing that with one blow the race would receive a deadly end. 6 Now the Judeans, who appeared to the Gentiles to be without any protection on account of the tribulation accompanied with chains that befell them from all quarters, 7 with a hard to silence cry of mourning accompanied with tears, they called upon all their Almighty Lord and merciful God and Father, who rules over every power, praying 8 he would avert the wicked plan set against them and rescue them with a magnificent manifestation from the fate ready at their feet. 9 And so their entreaty fervently went up to heaven. 10 And Hermon, upon giving the pitiless elephants to drink so that they were filled with a great abundance of wine and also were filled with frankincense, arrived at the palace at daybreak to report to the king about these things. 11 But God sent to the king a portion of sleep, the precious creation from the time of eternity, being bestowed by night and day by the one giving it freely to whom all perchance he will be willing. 12 And he was restrained from his unlawful purpose by a pleasant and deep sleep through the action of the Master, being utterly disappointed and being cheated out of his exceedingly unalterable plan. 13 And the Judeans were praising their holy God, having escaped the hour that had been announced, and they entreated again the one who is easily appeased to show the power of the exceeding strength of his hand to the arrogant Gentiles. 14 And being nearly the middle of the tenth hour by this time, the one who had been put in charge of the invitations, seeing the guests crowding together, approached the king and nudged him. 15 And waking him with difficulty, he informed him the time of the banquet was slipping by already, making a report concerning these things. 16 The king, after considering this and returning to his drinking party, commanded those who had arrived at the banquet to recline opposite him. 17 And when this was done, he began to urge that, giving themselves to feasting, they spend the present part of the banquet in cheer, celebrating greatly. 18 And after the conversation grew repugnant for a while, the king, summoning Hermon with a threat of bitterness, inquired why the Judeans had been allowed to survive through the present day. 19 But when he pointed out that he had brought to completion what had been ordered at night, and his friends confirmed it, 20 having a savageness worse than that of Phalaris, hea said, “Theyb should be grateful for today’s sleep, but without delay, at the fading day, prepare the elephants in the same way for the extermination of the lawless Judeans.” 21 And after the king had spoken, all those being present readily and joyously agreeing with one accord, each one departed to his own house. 22 And they did not use the nighttime so much for sleep as for devising all sorts of mocking for those who appeared miserable. 

23 Now as soon as the cock had crowed at daybreak, then Hermon, having armed the beasts fully, began to move in the great colonnade. 24 And the multitude in the city had been gathering for the pitiable spectacle, waiting for the morning with eagerness. 25 And the Judeans, being at their last gasp because of the time being short, stretching out their hands toward heaven, with tearful supplication along with mournful strains, began to implore the supreme God to rescue them again quickly. 26 Now the rays of the sun were not yet inserted, and while the king was receiving his friends, Hermon, arriving, called on the king to go out: “You are showing that the desire of the king was laid in readiness.” 27 Now, receiving the report and being astonished at the lawless exit, having been seized, he inquired with ignorance in regard to everything—because what was explained further to him had been accomplished zealously. 28 But this was the working of God, who is Lord over all things, who had put forgetfulness in his mind of the things previously contrived by him. 29 Hermon and all the friends were pointing out, “The wild animals and the forces have been prepared, O king, according to your assiduous plan.” 30 But at these words, he was filled with fierce wrath because all his thought concerning these matters had been scattered in the providence of God; looking fixedly with menace, he said, 31 “If your parents or the children of your children were present here, they would have prepared an abundant feast for the wild animals in place of the Judeans, who are without reproach to me and who are demonstrating a completely steadfast loyalty above others to my ancestors. 32 Albeit if it were not for the affection of common nurture and your service, you would have been deprived of life in place of them.” 33 Thus Hermon endured an unexpected and dangerous threat, and he was downcast in his outward appearance and in his face. 34 And one by one the friends, sullenly slipping away, dismissed those who had assembled, each one to his own occupation. 35 And the Judeans, hearing the things spoken by the king, began to praise the manifest God, the Lord, the King who reigns, having also obtained this help from him. 

36 And the king, having organized the whole banquet according to the same rules, invited the guests to return to their cheer. 37 And summoning Hermon with a threat, he said, “Now how many times is it necessary for you to give an order about these same things, you wretched person? 38 Now fully arm the elephants yet again for tomorrow for the extermination of the Judeans.” 39 But those kinsmen who reclined together with him, marveling at his unstable mind, pleaded as follows: 40 “O king, how longa will you test us, commanding now a third time to destroy them and again canceling your opinions in a reversal concerning these matters? 41 On account of these things, the city is in tumult because of its expectation and is now filled with tumultuous bands of people and altogether runs the risk of being plundered.” 

42 Whence the king, a tyrant in every way, being filled with recklessness and having almost no regard for the changes of heart coming about in him concerning the punishment of the Judeans, firmly swearing an oath without end to send these people to Hades without delay, being tormented by the knees and the foot of the beasts, 43 and marching against Judah, he will swiftly establish level ground with fire and with spear, and their temple, which had been inaccessible to us, quickly with fire to render it for all time of those who performed the sacrifice there. 44 Then the exceedingly glad friends and kinsmen, departing with confidence, began to assign the forces to the well-situated places of the city for the purpose of keeping watch. 45 And the master of the elephants, having driven the beasts nearly, so he said, into a condition like madness with fragrant draughts of wine mixed with frankincense, while having dressed them frighteningly with equipment, 46 about dawn, when the city had been already filled with countless hordes going toward the hippodrome, entering into the courtyard, he stirred up the king to the matter set before him. 47 But having his wicked heart filled full with cruel rage, he rushed out, with all fierceness along with the wild beasts, wishing in his invulnerable heart to behold even with the pupil of his own eye the painful and miserable destruction of the aforementioned people. 48 Now when the Judeans saw the cloud of dust and heard the roaring tumult of the elephants marching out against the gate, and of the following of the armed force, and of the marching of the horde, 49 thinking that moment to be the last one of life for them, the conclusion of their most miserable expectation, being turned to a cry of lamentation and wailing, they began to kiss one another, embracing their kinsmen on their necks, parents falling on children and mothers on young women, and other women having newborn babies on their breasts drawing their last milk. 50 Nevertheless, upon considering the helps they previously received from heaven, throwing themselves prostrate with one accord, and separating the infants from the breasts, 51 they cried out with a very great voice, beseeching the Lord of all to have compassion on them with an intervention now, as they had come to the gates of death. 




Eleazar’s Prayer

6 Now a certain man, Eleazar, prominent among the Judeans from the territory, having now obtained stature with the privilege of age, and having been adorned with every virtue throughout his life, restraining the elders around him from invoking the holy God, and he prayed as follows, 2 “O King, mighty in power, most high, Almighty God, who governs the whole creation with mercy, 3 look upon the seed of Abraham, upon the children of the sanctified Jacob, the people of your consecrated portion, who are perishing unjustly as strangers in a strange land. 4 O Father, you destroyed Pharaoh, the former ruler of this Egypt, with his multitude of chariots,a who was presumptuous with lawless insolence and boasting tongue, along with his arrogant army, drowning them in the sea, displaying the light of your mercy to the people of Israel. 5 Sennacherib, cruel king of the Assyrians, who exalted himself with his innumerable forces, who had already taken the whole earth in his hand by the spear, and who was lifted up against your holy city, speaking grievously with boasting and arrogance, you, O Master, shattered him, showing your power openly to many nations. 6 The three companions in Babylon who had given their life to the fire of their own free choice, in order not to serve worthless things, you rescued them, to the point of a hair not being harmed, when you wet the fiery furnace with dew and sent a flame on all their enemies. 7 Daniel, who was thrown down into the earth to lions as food for the beasts on account of false accusations made from envy, you led up unharmed into the light. 8 And Jonah, who was wasting away in the belly of a sea monster living in the deep, who you looked on, showing him, O Father, unharmed to all his family members. 9 And now, you who hate insolence, who are plenteous in mercy, O judge of everything, show yourself swiftly to those holy ones of the race of Israel who are being spitefully treated by the abominable, lawless Gentiles. 10 And if our life has become entangled in impieties during our exile, rescue us from the hand of our enemies and destroy us, O Master, by whatever fate you choose. 11 Do not let the vain minded praise their vain gods for the destruction of your beloved, saying, ‘Not even their God rescued them.’ 12 And you, O Eternal One, who have all might and all power, watch over us now and have mercy upon us who are being deprived of life in the manner of traitors by the irrational insolence of lawless people. 13 Now let the Gentiles cower in fear today at your unconquerable force, O Revered One, you who have power over salvation of the family of Jacob. 14 The whole multitude of children and their parents beseech you with tears. 15 Let it be shown to all the Gentiles that you are with us, O Lord, and you have not turned back your face from us, but just as you have said, ‘Not even when they were in the land of their enemies did I neglect them.’ So accomplish it, O Lord.” 

Glorified Angels Save the Judeans

16 Now just as Eleazar was ending his prayer, the king marched into the hippodrome with the wild beasts and with all the insolence of his power. 17 And when the Judeans beheld it, they cried out to heaven loudly, so that even the valleys lying nearby reverberated, causing an uncontrollable fear in the whole army. 18 Then the very glorious and almighty and trustworthy God, showing forth his holy face, opened the heavenly gates, from which two glorified angels, terrible to behold, descended, visible to all except to the Judeans. 19 And they also opposed the power of the enemies; they filled them with confusion and cowardice, and they bound them in immovable fetters. 20 And even the body of the king was shuddering a little, and forgetfulness took his sullen insolence. 21 And the beasts turned back on the accompanying armed forces and began to trample and destroy them. 

22 And the wrath of the king was changed into pity and tears on account of the things previously devised by him. 23 For when he heard the wailing and saw them all prostrate for destruction, weeping with anger, he began to violently threaten his friends, saying, 24 “You are committing treason and have surpassed tyrants in cruelty, and you are attempting to deprive even me, your benefactor, of my rule now and my life, secretly devising things that are not advantageous to the kingdom. 25 Who has unreasonably gathered together here those keeping the fortresses of our territory faithfully, having driven each one from his home? 26 Who has beset so unlawfully with injurious treatments those who from the beginning differed from all the nations with goodwill toward us in every way, and who have often accepted the worst of human dangers? 27 Loosen and untie the unjust bonds; allow them to leave for their own homes in peace, asking pardon for the things being commanded. 28 Set free the sons of the almighty living God in heaven, who from our ancestors until now are producing an unimpeded stability with glory in our state affairs.” 29 So indeed the king stated these things; and those who were unbound immediatelya praised their holy savior God, having escaped now death. 

Celebration of Miraculous Deliverance

30 So then the king, summoning to the city the one over the revenues, ordered him to supply both wine and the other necessities for feasting to the Judeans over seven days, having decided they should celebrate their deliverance in this matter with all cheer in the place in which they supposed they would receive destruction. 31 Then those who had previously been treated shamefully and were near death—or rather, who had stood at it—instead of a bitter and most miserable fate organized a feast of deliverance at the place having been prepared for their destruction and burial into a banquet, and they dispersed full of joy. 32 And ceasing their most lamentable strains of lament, they took up an ancestral song praising God, the deliverer of Israel and worker of wonders; having rejected all lamentation and wailing, they organized troops of dancers and singers as a sign of peaceful cheer. 33 And likewise also the king, bringing together a large banquet because of these events, began to ceaselessly give thanks magnificently to heaven for the unexpected deliverance happening to them. 34 And those who previously had appointed them for destruction and to be food for the birds, and who had registered them with joy, groaned, having clothed themselves with shame and their fiery-breathing recklessness having been vigorously quenched. 35 And the Judeans, as we stated before, having organized the previously mentioned troop of dancers and singers, were celebrating with joyous thanksgiving and psalms accompanied with feasting. 36 And when they had ordained a communal ordinance concerning these matters for all their sojourning community for generations to come, they established the previously mentioned days for a cheerful celebration, not for the sake of a drinking party and gluttony, but on account of the deliverance by God that had happened to them. 37 And they appealed to the king, asking for release to return to their own homes. 

38 And they registered them from the twenty-fifth day of the month of Pachon until the fourth day of Epeiph, for forty days, and they fixed their destruction from the fifth of Epeiph until the seventh, three days, 39 on which also the Lord of all, very gloriously displaying his mercy, delivered them together intact. 

40 And they feasted, being provided with everything by the king, until the fourteenth day on which also they made petition concerning their release. 41 And having approved it for them, the king wrote for them the written below letter to the commanders of the army in each city, generously containing his concern: 




Ptolmey’s Letter Acknowledges God’s Protection

7 “King Ptolemy Philopator, to the commanders of the army in Egypt and to all those who have been put in charge over state affairs: Greetings and good health. 2 And we are in good health ourselves and also our children, the great God guiding our ordinances just as we choose. 3 Certain of our friends, frequently urging us through malice, joined in persuading us to gather together in order to punish the Judeans as a body under the control of the kingdom, with astonishing retribution as deserters, 4 insisting that our affairs would never be stable on account of the enmity that these people hold toward the nations, until this might be accomplished. 5 These, who also led them down in bonds with cruel treatment as slaves—or rather, as traitors—without any inquiry or close examination, they attempted to destroy them, crippling themselves with a savageness more cruel than the custom of the Scythians. 6 But we, threatening them severely because of these deeds, in accordance with that tolerance we have toward all humans, granting their lives with difficulty, and having learned that the heavenly God surely has protected the Judeans through everything as a father fighting at their side for his sons, 7 and taking into consideration the steadfast goodwill of friends that they have toward us and our ancestors, we have rightly acquitted them of every charge of whatever kind. 8 And we have ordered all to return to their own homes, each one of them, no one in any way hurting them without exception, nor reproaching concerning the things contrary to reason that have happened. 9 For you know that if we plot any evil against these people or we trouble them at all, we will not have a human being but the one who is Lord of every power, the most high God, as adversary for us, in vengeance for our deeds in everything without any possibility of escape throughout all time. Farewell.” 

The Judeans’ Joyous Return Homeward

10 Now receiving this letter, they did not hurry immediately about their departure, but they petitioned the king that those from the Judean people who had transgressed against the holy God and the law of God of their own free choice should obtain deserved punishment through them. 11 They insisted that those having transgressed the divine commandments for the sake of the belly would never be favorably disposed to the ordinances of the king either. 12 And acknowledging and recommending the truth that they were speaking, hea granted to them permission of all sorts in order that they might utterly destroy those who had transgressed against the law of God in every place under his dominion with boldness, without any royal authority or oversight. 13 Then, after extolling him as was fitting, their priests and the whole multitude, crying out the hallelujah, departed with joy. 14 And these were killing and destroying on their way any compatriot falling before them from those who had defiled themselves, making an example of them. 15 And on that day, they slew over three hundred men, a day which they celebrated also with cheer accompanied with joy, having killed the profaners. 16 And the ones who clung to God to the point of death, having the complete release of deliverance, began to move off from the city, decked with all sorts of fragrant flowers, accompanied with cheer and loud cries in praise and hymns with all kinds of melodies, giving thanks to the holy God of their fathers, deliverer of Israel. 

17 When arriving in Ptolemais, named “Rose-bearing” on account of the particular character of the place, in which the fleet waited for them for seven days in accordance with their communal decision, 18 there they celebrated the deliverance with a drinking party, for the king supplied to them magnanimously all things for their departure to each person till the time when they should arrive at their own homes. 19 And when they had landed in peace with appropriate thanksgivings, even there they likewise established these days to celebrate in good cheer for the time of their sojourning, 20 which events having also devoted to writing on a pillar and dedicating a place of prayer at the site of the banquet, they departed unharmed, free, and overjoyed, having been rescued by land and sea and river by the command of the king, each to their 21 previous place. Possessing authority among their enemies, with honor and respect, they were extorted of their possessions by no one at all. 22 And they received back all their things in accordance with the registration, so that those possessing anything of theirs restored it to them with great tribute. The great God perfectly performed magnificent things for their deliverance. 

23 Blessed be the deliverer of Israel for all times! Amen. 





4 MACCABEES




Reason as Master of Emotions

1 Being about to demonstrate an especially philosophical subject—whether devout reason is absolute master of the emotions—I should probably advise you rightly so that you all might readily pay attention to the philosophy. 2 For the subject is also necessary for everyone to attain knowledge, and otherwise, it includes the praise of the greatest virtue—I mean, indeed, wisdom. 3 If then reason appears to rule over the emotions that hinder moderation, both gluttony and lust, 4 but also reason appears to control the emotions that impede righteousness, such as malice, and the emotions that impede courage: anger and pain and fear, 5 how then, some people might perhaps ask, if reason rules the emotions, why does it not rule over forgetfulness and ignorance? Attempting to speak this way is ridiculous. 6 For reason does not rule its own emotions, but the emotions that are contrary to righteousness and courage and moderation and wisdom, and it rules these emotions not for the purpose of destroying them, but rather for the purpose of not yielding to them. 

7 Therefore I could certainly demonstrate to you with many examples and from other places that pious reason is the complete master of the emotions, 8 but I could show this much better from the bravery of both Eleazar and seven brothers, and their mother, who died for the sake of virtue. 9 For every one of these people, who showed disdain for those pains to the point of death, demonstrated that reason rules over emotions. 10 Therefore it is certainly set before me to praise for their magnificent acts the men who died with their mother for the sake of their moral character upon this occasion, but I also would consider them blessed for their honors. 11 For those being admired because of their courage and perseverance, not only by all people but also by those torturing them, these accused ones caused the tyranny against their nation to be destroyed, defeating the tyrant by their perseverance for the purpose of cleansing the country through them. 12 But it will also be proper to speak about this presently in just a moment, beginning with the proposal that I am accustomed to do; and in this way, I will turn to the story about them, giving glory to the all-wise God. 

Defining the Task

13 So then we are investigating whether reason is the complete master of the emotions. 14 Let us judge then what exactly is reason, and what is emotion, and how many forms of emotion exist, and whether reason rules over all of these. 15 Now, therefore, reason is indeed a mind that with a morally upright life prefers a word of wisdom. 16 Now, therefore, wisdom is the knowledge of divine and human matters and the cause of these. 17 Accordingly, now, this is the discipline from the law, through which we learn about divine subjects reverently and about human subjects profitably. 

18 And they have caused the forms of wisdom to be good judgment and righteousness and courage and moderation. 19 Good judgment is supreme over all, because of which indeed reason rules over the emotions. 20 The two overarching kinds of emotion are both pleasure and pain; and each of these have also grown around the soul. 21 And even regarding pleasure and pain, the emotions that follow from them are many. 22 So then, desire is before pleasure; but gladness is with pleasure. 23 And fear is before pain; grief is with pain. 24 Anger is an emotion sharing pleasure and pain, if someone recognizes when they encounter it. 25 There is even a malicious propensity in pleasure, since it is the most complicated of all the emotions. 26 In regard to the soul, there are arrogance and love of money and love of glory and love of conflict and malice; 27 but with regard to the body, there is indiscriminate eating and gluttony, and eating alone. 28 Therefore, just as both pleasure and pain are two growths from the body and the soul, there are many offshoots from these emotions, 29 of which each master gardener—namely, reason—by weeding and pruning and binding up and watering and irrigating in every direction, tames the forest of habits and emotions. 

30 For while reason is the guide of the magnificent acts, it is the absolute master of the emotions. Therefore you should first also examine by the restraining power of self-control that reason is absolute master of the emotions. 31 Now then, self-control is mastery over the desires, 32 and of the desires, some are mental, whereas the others are physical, and reason seems to rule over both of these. 33 Otherwise, how is it that, being attracted toward the forbidden foods, we turned away the pleasure from them? Is it not because reason is able to rule over the appetite? I certainly imagine so. 34 Therefore, while desiring seafood and birds and animals (all kinds of food are forbidden to us according to the law), we abstain because of the mastery of reason. 35 For the emotions of the appetite are guarded by the sensible mind being bent back and all the movements of the body rivaled by reason. 




The Law and Reason

2 And who is amazed if the desires of the soul toward the beautiful union are set aside? 2 By this, therefore, the sensible Joseph is praised because by reason, by thinking he maintained control over physical pleasure. 3 For being young and ripe for sexual intercourse, he held back by reason the mad desire of his emotions. 4 Not only is reason seen to rule over the mad passion of physical pleasure, but also over all desire. 5 Therefore the law says, “You will not desire the wife of your neighbor nor anything your neighbor has.” 6 And so when the law has told us not to desire, I could likely convince you of much more that reason is able to rule over the desires, just as it even rules over the emotions that hinder righteousness. 7 Otherwise how can a person who eats alone, and someone who is by habit both gluttonous and a drunkard, be educated in a different way of life, if it is not evident that reason is lord over the emotions? 8 Therefore, for example, when living by the law, even if a person was a lover of money, he is constrained to his path, lending to the people who are poor without interest and cutting down the debt when the seventh year arrives. 9 And if someone was selfishly frugal, then by the law he rules through reason, neither gleaning the harvest nor gathering grapes from the vineyard. And on the other matters, he is to acknowledge this: that reason is the ruler over the emotions. 10 For the law rules even over the affection toward parents, not abandoning virtue because of them. 11 And it rules over the love toward the wife, convicting her for breaking of the law. 12 And it masters the love of children, punishing for their evil deeds. And it is master over the loving friendship, convicting them for wickedness. 13 And you should not consider it to be surprising where even reason is able to rule over hatred because of the law, 14 nor cutting down the cultivated plants of the enemy, but rather rescuing the possessions of the hated from the ones destroying and helping to raise up what has fallen. 

15 And reason is even seen to rule because of the more violent emotions such as desire for power and conceit and arrogance and pride and slander. 16 For the sensible mind rejects all these malicious emotions, just as it even rejects anger; for it is master even over this. 17 When Moses was quite angry against Dathan and Abiram, he did nothing against them in anger, but by reason he controlled his anger. 18 For the sensible mind, as I said, is capable to be the best against the emotions and to correct some of them and even to set aside the others. 19 Otherwise, why did our all-wise father Jacob accuse the households of Simeon and Levi who unreasonably cut the throats of the Shechemite people, saying, “May their anger be greatly cursed”? 20 For if reason is not able to rule anger, he would not speak in that way. 21 For at the time God made humans, he implanted their emotions and habits. 22 And at that time, he enthroned the mind as the sacred guide among the sensory organs over all the rest. 23 And he gave to this the law, according to which the one who lives will be king over a sensible kingdom and a righteous, good, and courageous one. 

24 Therefore, someone might possibly say how, if reason is strong among the emotions, does it not rule over forgetfulness and ignorance? 




3 But the reason is entirely absurd. For reason is not shown to rule over its own emotions, but the one related to the body. 2 No person among you is able to remove such a desire, but reason can make it possible to not be enslaved by desire. 3 None of you is able to remove anger from the soul, but it is possible to deal with anger. 4 No person among you is able to remove malice, but reason can help in not yielding to malice. 5 For reason is not the uprooter of emotions, but their challenger. 

The Example of David’s Thirst

6 So then this is to be considered more clearly by the story of David the king’s thirst. 7 For being attacked by the foreigners through the whole day, David killed many of them with the soldiers of his nation. 8 Then when evening came, sweating and very exhausted, he went into the royal tent around which the entire army of the ancestors was encamped. 9 So then everyone else was at dinner. 10 And the king, as he was very thirsty, though having plentiful springs, he was not able to satisfy the thirst by them. 11 But some irrational desire for water from the enemy territory, tormenting him, was inflaming and undoing him, and it was consuming him. 12 Therefore, when the protectors were complaining about the desire of the king, two young, fierce soldiers, respecting the desire of the king, put on themselves suits of armor and, taking a pitcher, they began to climb over the defenses of the enemy. 13 And avoiding notice by the guards of the gate, they passed through, being found through the entire camp of the enemy. 14 And, bravely finding the spring, they filled the drink for the king from it. 15 But even being parched with thirst, he considered it to be a terrible danger to the soul, considering the drink of equal value to blood. 16 Therefore, setting desire against reason, he poured out the drink to God. 17 For the sensible mind is able to conquer the compulsions of the emotions, and to quell the flames of desire, 18 and to overthrow the sufferings of the body that are to an extreme degree, and by the noble character of reason to reject all domination of the emotions. 

A Demonstration of Reason

19 Now the time calls us to the demonstration of the narrative of sensible reason. 20 For when our ancestors were having deep peace because of their observance of the law and were achieving prosperity, so that even the king of Asia, Seleucus Nicanor, also marked off money for the temple service for them and recognized their state, 21 then at that time certain people, attempting a revolution against the public unity, caused various disasters. 




4 Now there was a man called Simon who was a political opponent against Onias, who held at the time the high priesthood for life. He was a good and honorable man. When making accusations of all kinds before the nation, Simon did not succeed to injure Onias; he left, fleeing his country and betraying it. 2 Having come to Apollonius, the governor of Syria and also Phoenicia and Cilicia, he said, 3 “Being sympathetic to the affairs of the king, I have come informing you of many thousands of private money in the Jerusalem treasury to be stored up for the temple, not being shared, but these are to belong to Seleucus the king.” 4 Apollonius, upon learning each and every one of these things, indeed applauded Simon for the service to the king and, going up to Seleucus, made known the treasury of the money. 5 And receiving authority over this matter, he came quickly into our country with the abominable Simon and a formidable army. 6 Coming by the command of the king, he said he came in order to take the private money from the treasury. 7 And the nation, complaining to the statement and opposing, considered it to be terrible if the ones who entrusted deposit to the temple treasury were deprived, and as such, they were trying to prevent it. 8 But with a threat, Apollonius went away into the temple. 9 While the priests with women and children in the temple were praying to God to protect the place from being desecrated, 10 and when a fully armed army was going up with Apollonius for the capture of the money, angels from heaven appeared on horseback, flashing around weapons and implanting much fear and also trembling in them. 11 Then, falling half dead on the courtyard of the temple open to all nationalities, Apollonius stretched out his hand to heaven and, with tears, begged the Hebrews so that, praying for him, they might satisfy the heavenly army. 12 For he said he had sinned so as to be deserving to die and, being saved, he would sing the blessedness of the holy place to all people. 13 By these heavy words, Onias the high priest, although otherwise discreet, in case Seleucus the king considered them to be from a human plot and not that Apollonius had been done away with by divine justice, prayed for him. 14 And the one who was preserved quite unexpectedly went to report to the king what happened to him. 

Antiochus Persecutes the Judeans

15 But when Seleucus, the king, passed away,a his son, Antiochus Epiphanes—an arrogant, terrible man—took up the rule, 16 who, after removing Onias from the high priesthood, appointed Jason, his brother, as high priest, 17 who agreed to give annually three thousand six hundred and sixty talents if Antiochus would allow him the rule as high priest. 18 So the king allowed him to be the high priest and to lead the nation. 19 He even sought out the nation and modified the government in violation of the entire law 20 so that not only at the very citadel of our country did he build a gymnasium, but he also removed the service for the temple. 21 On account of these deeds, the divine justice, having been angered, surely instigating him, Antiochus fought. 22 For when he was making war against Ptolemy in Egypt, he heard that because of a rumor being passed around about his death, the people of Jerusalem would be rejoicing as much as possible. He marched quickly upon them. 23 And as he plundered them, he issued a decree so that if any among them should be seen living by the ancestral law, that person should be put to death. 24 And when he was in no way able to end by decrees the nation’s goodwill, but he saw all of his own threats and punishments were being disregarded 25 so that even women, because they circumcised their children, were thrown down from a cliff with their infants, knowing ahead of time that they would experience this, 26 when therefore his decrees were disregarded by the people, he himself through torture compelled each one of the nation to renounce Judaism by means of tasting defiled food. 




Antiochus Provokes Eleazar

5 Sitting with his advisors on a certain high place, the tyrant Antiochus, with their armed soldiers standing around, 2 commanded the guards to divert each one of the Hebrews and to compel them to eat pig meat and food sacrificed to idols. 3 But if anyone should not want to eat unclean food, being tortured, they were to be put to death. 4 So after many had been seized, one—first from the group, a Hebrew named Eleazar, a priest by ancestry, his training in the law, and his age advanced, and familiar to many of those around the tyrant because of his age—he was led before him. 5 And looking at him, Antiochus said, 6 “Before I begin the torture against you, O elderly man, I would probably advise this to you, that by tasting the pig you might save yourself. For I respect your age and grey hair, which having for so long a time, it does not seem to me that you love knowledge since you consult the Judean religion. 7 For by what reason, when nature grants us a beautiful thing like this creature, do you detest the eating of meat? 8 For even this is senseless, not enjoying pleasant things without disgrace. And it is not right to turn back the gifts of nature. 9 But it seems to me that you will do something even more senseless if, by holding a useless view concerning the truth, 10 you still despise me at your own punishment. Will you not wake up from this nonsense philosophy of yours 11 and throw aside your futile reasoning and, taking up a mind worthy of your age, pursue knowledge according to the truth that is beneficial 12 and, by honoring my benevolent exhortation, show mercy to your old age? 13 For reflect also on this as even if there is some power watching over this religion it would excuse you for all because of the compulsion that causes a violation of the law.” 

Eleazar Explains His Defiance

14 After the tyrant urged on this way regarding the unlawful eating of meat, Eleazar requested a word. 15 And after receiving permission to speak, he began to address the people in this way: 16 “We, Antiochus, who have been convinced to live by the divine law, consider no compulsion to be more forceful than our ready obedience toward the law. 17 Therefore, now in no way do we consider it worthwhile to break the law. 18 Indeed, if on the basis of truth our law were not divine, as you assume, but otherwise, we consider it to be divine, it is not permitted for us in this way to disregard our reputation for piety. 19 Therefore you should not consider this to be small sin if we should eat unclean food! 20 For the breaking of the law in small and large matters is the same. 21 For in either case, the law is treated in the same way. 22 You mock our philosophy as if living by it was not with prudence. 23 But it thoroughly teaches us good judgment so as to rule over all the pleasures and desires and courage; to train so as to endure willingly all pain. 24 And it educates us in righteousness so as to act fairly through all habits and to teach piety, so as to worship the only God who exists reverently. 25 Therefore, we do not eat unclean food. For because we believe the law to have been appointed by God, we know that, according also to nature, the Creator of the world has sympathy for us by making the law. 26 He permitted us to eat that which is suitable for our soul, but he forbade us to eat meat that would be opposed to this. 27 But it would be tyrannical to force us not only to break the law, but also to eat so that you may still laugh at this hated eating of unclean food of ours. 28 But you must not laugh this laughter at me, 29 and I will not disregard the sacred oath of the ancestors concerning the keeping of the law, 30 not even if you will cut out my eyes and melt my entrails. 31 As you can tell, I am not so old and cowardly that because of piety my reason is not young. 32 Toward this aim, prepare the torture wheel and fan the fire hotter. 33 Thus, I should not have pity for my old age such that I break the ancestral law by myself. 34 I will not lie to you, law, my teacher, nor cry to you, beloved self-control. 35 I will not disgrace you, philosophical reason; nor will I disown you, precious priesthood and knowledge of the law. 36 I will neither defile my dignified mouth of old age nor my age that was lawfully lived. 37 My ancestors will accept me in innocence because I do not fear your torture, even to death. 38 For although you will tyrannize the ungodly, you will be master over me with pious reason neither by word nor by deed.” 




The Torture of Eleazar

6 After he responded this way to the exhortation of the tyrant, the soldiers who were standing by cruelly dragged Eleazar to the torture chamber. 2 And first they stripped the old man, adorned with the elegance of piety. 3 Then, after binding both hands, with a whip they wounded him severely 4 while a herald opposite of him cried out, “Be convinced by the commands of the king!” 5 But the high minded and noble man, as truly Eleazar was, as if being tortured in a dream, in no way changed his mind. 6 But while lifting his eyes high to heaven, the old man was being torn in his flesh by the whip and was flowing with his blood, and on his sides he was gouged open. 7 And although falling to the ground from his body, not being able to bear the sufferings, he held his reason upright and unwavering. 8 Then one of the guards, leaping upon him, beat him with his foot sharply in the area below the ribs, so that he would stand up after falling. 9 But he endured the pain and ignored the use of force and endured the torments to the end. 10 And just like an excellent athlete being beaten, the old man prevailed over the torturers. 11 So, with his face sweating and breathing exceedingly hard, he was marveled at by the torturers for his good luck. 12 Therefore, partially having pity on his old age, 13 partially in sympathy of being an acquaintance, and partially from admiration at the endurance attributed to him, some people of the king said, 14 “Why destroy yourself thoughtlessly by this evil, Eleazar? 15 We will serve you boiled meat. Now as for you, save yourself by pretending to taste the pig.” 

16 And Eleazar, as if being tormented more cruelly by the counsel, shouted loudly, 17 “May the children never think of Abraham in this evil way, so as being cowardly enough to fake an act so unfitting to us. 18 For it would be especially irrational if, although having lived a life until old age for truth and having guarded lawfully a reputation upon them, we should change our ways presently. 19 And we ourselves indeed should become an example of ungodliness to the young, so that we become a precedent for the eating of unclean food. 20 For it would be shameful if we were to survive a little longer and be a mockery for this to all for our cowardice 21 and be despised by the tyrant as cowardly, while also not defending our divine law until death. 22 For this reason, you, O children of Abraham, die nobly for the sake of your faith! 23 So, guards of the tyrant, what are you waiting for?”a 

24 Thus, in seeing him being so high minded toward the torture, and not being turned quickly by their compassion, they brought him to the fire. 25 Then, burning him with maliciously produced tools, they threw him down and poured stinking liquids into his nose. 26 And by this time, being burnt to his bones and about to pass out, he stretched his eyes toward God and said, 27 “You know, God, although it is possibleb for me to save myself from fiery torture, I am dying for the law. 28 Be merciful to your nation, this being sufficient for our punishment concerning them. 29 Make my blood their purification, and take my soul in exchange for their life.” 30 And after saying this, the holy man nobly died in the torture, and he resisted until the tortures of death by his reason for the law. 31 Therefore, pious reason is undeniably the master of the emotions. 32 For if the emotions had ruled over his reason, I might yield the evidence of their superiority to them. 33 But now reason, having conquered the emotions, we attribute appropriately the authority for governing to it. 34 And it is right for us to recognize the strength to be reason, where it rules over even the external sufferings 35 since it is also laughable. For I have demonstrated that reason rules not only over pain but also rules over pleasure and never does it give in to it. 




Eleazar’s Death an Example of Reason Prevailing over Emotion

7 For just like a good helmsman, the reason of our father Eleazar, steering the ship of piety in the sea of emotions, 2 and although being beaten by the threats of the tyrant and swept by the huge waves of the tortures, 3 in no way changed the rudder of his piety until that moment he sailed into the harbor of victory of death. 4 No city has held out even in such a way against the many and various machines while being besieged as that most holy person. Although being consumed in his holy life by tortures and racks, he removed the ones who besieged him through the protection of pious reason. 5 For stretching out his mind as an overhanging cliff, our father Eleazar broke the furious waves of emotion. 

6 O priest worthy of the priesthood, you did not defile your holy teeth, nor did you share your stomach, which makes room for service to God and purification in eating unclean food. 7 O man living in harmony with the law and philosopher of divine life! 8 It is necessary that men like this be the ones who practice the law by their own blood and noble sweat until death, protecting it from the emotions. 9 You, father, established firmly our observance of the law through your endurance unto glory, and you did not abandon the ritual service that you praise. And by your deeds, you confirmed the words of philosophy. 10 O old man more forceful than torture; O elderly man more vigorous than fire and greatest king over the emotions, Eleazar. 

11 For like our father Aaron, being armed with a censer, running through the great crowds, conquered the fiery angel, 12 in the same way the son of Aaron, Eleazar, being consumed by the fire did not turn from his reason. 13 And so it was most marvelous that although being an old man, the labors of his body already being loose and his muscles being relaxed and his tendons also being worn out, he became young. 14 By the spirit of reason and by the reason of Isaac he made the many-headed rack useless. 15 O man of blessed old age and dignified gray hair and life of lawfulness whom the faithful seal of death has perfected. 

16 If accordingly an old man disregards tortures until death by piety, then pious reason is undeniably the ruler over the emotions. 17 Now, perhaps some might say not all have full command over the emotions because not all have prudent reason. 18 But as much as people have regard for piety with their whole heart, these alone are able to rule the emotions of the flesh. 19 Because they believe that they do not die to God, just as our patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob believed, but live for God. 20 Therefore it is not contradictory to appear for people to be governed by passion because of their weak reason. 21 For who, being a philosopher in a godly manner by the whole standard of philosophy, and having believed in God, 22 and having known that it is a blessing to endure all pain because of virtue, would not have full command over the emotions by godliness? 23 For only the wise and temperate courageous one is lord over the emotions. 24 So indeed because of this, even young children, when following their philosophy according to the pious reason, have triumphed over the harshest instruments of torture. 




The Example of the Seven Brothers

8 For when, in spite of the first attempt, the tyrant was conquered on all sides, not being able to force the old man to eat unclean food, 2 then at that point, in extreme rage, he commanded to lead others from the prime of life of the Hebrews, and if they were to eat unclean food, to set them free after eating, but if they were to oppose, to torture them most cruelly. 3 With the tyrant ordering these things, seven brothers who were handsome and also modest and honorable and gifted in every way, being led with their elderly mother, were brought into his presence, 4 whom after the tyrant saw surrounding their mother in the middle just as in a choir, he took delight at them and being amazed by the dignity and nobility, he smiled at them, and calling them near, he said, 5 “O young men, I kindly marvel at each one of you, greatly honoring the handsomeness and the impressive number of brothers. Not only do I not advise you to show madness—the same madness by the old man who was tortured before—6 but also I encourage you to yield to me to enjoy my friendship. For just as I would be able to punish the ones who resist my commands, in the same way also I would be able to do good to the ones who show obedience to me. 7 Therefore trust me, and you will receive a government position of authority in my affairs if you renounce the ancestral laws of your nation. 8 And by taking part in the life of a Greek and changing your ways, revel in your youth. 9 Otherwise, if you cause my anger by your resistance, you will compel me with dreadful punishments to destroy each one of you by tortures. 10 Therefore have compassion for yourselves, whom even I, your enemy, pity—especially your age and your handsome appearance. 11 Will you not consider this, that nothing is reserved for you who resist except on the rack to die?” 12 So after saying this, he ordered the guards to put out the instruments of torture in front of them, so that by fear he might also convince them to eat unclean food. 13 So both torture wheels and instruments for setting limbs, torture racks and bone-crushers and catapults and cauldrons, frying pans and finger sheaths and iron claws and wedges and embers from the fire—the guards brought all of these into their presence, resuming again, and the tyrant spoke, 14 “Boys, be afraid, and whatever justice you worship, it will be merciful to you since you are breaking the law out of compulsion.” 

15 But after hearing the incentives and seeing the dreadful instruments, not only were they not afraid, but they also held their opposing perspective against the tyrant; and by means of their prudence, they overcame his tyranny. 16 And further, let us consider if some had been fainthearted and cowardly among them, what kind of arguments might they have used. Would they not be these? 17 “O we are wretched and so senseless! When the king summoned and called us with kind treatment, would we not obey him? 18 Why do we make ourselves cheerful in useless intentions and dare to act on resistance that brings death? 19 Men, brothers, do we not fear the instruments of torture and consider the threats of tortures and retreat from this conceit and arrogance that brings destruction? 20 Let us have pity for our age and show compassion for the old age of our mother, 21 and we should consider well that by resisting, we will die. 22 So also divine justice will agree with us since we feared the king by compulsion. 23 Why should we cast ourselves out of a pleasant life and deprive ourselves of the sweet world? 24 We should not struggle against compulsion nor hold useless views in view of the rack that would torture us. 25 Not even the law itself would willingly put us to death, in fearing the instruments of torture. 26 How is such great contentiousness sunk deep into us, and how can fatal endurance please us when we can stay to live quietly by obeying the king?” 27 But the young men about to be tortured said nothing like this, not even remotely considering such thoughts. 28 For they were ignoring their emotions and held control over their sufferings 29 so that at the moment the tyrant stopped advising them to eat unclean food, all of them with one voice, together as from the same soul, said as follows: 




The Brothers Stand Firm

9 “What are you about, O tyrant? For we are ready to die rather than disobey our ancestral commandments. 2 For we also clearly dishonor our ancestors if we do not demonstrate ready obedience for the law and knowledge to our advisor. 3 Tyrant and advisor of lawlessness, in hating us, do not pity us beyond ourselves. 4 For we consider your compassion by our lawless preservation to be more troublesome than death itself! 5 You are terrifying us with death by torture, threatening us as though you did not learn from Eleazar shortly earlier. 6 If the old men of the Hebrews died because of their piety and in spite of enduring torture, we, the young men, more likely rightly desire to die, despising the tortures of your compulsion, which even the elderly teacher conquered. 7 Therefore O tyrant, test also if you will put to death our lives because of our piety; do not consider us injured by being tortured. 8 For indeed we, through this distress and endurance, we will bring the prize of virtue. 9 But you, because of the despotic murder of us, you will endure, by divine justice, eternal torture by fire.” 

The Torture of the First Brother

10 After they said these things, not only was the tyrant frustrated at these resistant young men, but he was also filled with rage at these ungracious boys. 11 Therefore, after giving the order, the scourger brought the oldest of them; and after tearing his tunic, they bound his hands and arms with leather straps on each side. 12 But as they were beating him with the whip, they grew tired; having accomplished nothing, they placed him up on the torture wheel, 13 around which having been stretched, the noble young man’s limbs were dislocated. 14 And with all his limbs being torn from their sockets, he accused, saying, 15 “Most bloodstained and savage tyrant and enemy of the justice of heaven, you are wounding me in this way not because I am a murderer, not even because I behaved profanely, but because I defend the divine law.” 16 And the guards were saying, “Agree to eat, so that you might be set free from the torture.” 17 He said, “Your way is not mighty in such a way, O polluted servants, so as to break my reason! Cut off my arms and legs! And burn up flesh! And twist my limbs out of joint! 18 For through all the torture I will convince you that only the children of the Hebrews are unconquered for the sake of virtue.” 19 Saying these words, still they spread fire, and provoking greatly, further tightened the torture wheel. 20 The torture wheel was stained all over with blood, and the pile of charcoal was quenched by his dripping bodily fluids, and flesh flowed around the axle of the machine. 21 And already having the ligaments of his bones melted, the young man, high minded and worthy of Abraham, did not groan. 22 But as being transformed by fire into immortality, he nobly endured the rack. 23 “Imitate me, brothers,” he said. “Do not desert my eternity nor renounce my high spirited brotherhood with you. Fight the holy and noble fight concerning godliness 24 through which the righteous providence of our fathers in being merciful to our nation might aid us against the accursed tyrant.” 25 And after saying this, the holy young man gave up his life. 

The Torture of the Second Brother

26 After everyone was amazed by his strength of spirit, the guards led the second youth according to the age of the first and, fitting irons on his hands, they attached him with sharp claws to the machine and catapult. 27 Before the torture, inquiring as to whether he would wish to eat, they heard his noble decision. 28 After dragging across the iron claws from his tendons even up to his chin, all his flesh, these beasts like leopards scraped off the skin of his head as well. But he, enduring this suffering with difficulty, said, 29 “How sweet is every manner of death for our ancestral faith!” He also said to the tyrant, 30 “Do you not think, most savage tyrant of all, that you are being tortured more than I, now seeing the arrogant reason of your tyranny being defeated by our endurance for our faith? 31 For I indeed relieve the pain by the pleasure that comes through virtue, 32 but you are tortured by the threats of ungodliness, and you will not escape, depraved tyrant, the punishments of the divine wrath.” 




The Torture of the Third Brother

10 And after this young man endured a death to be remembered, the third brother was led out, being much encouraged by many so that by tasting the meat he might save himself. 2 But he, shouting loudly, said, “Don’t you know that the same father begot me with the ones who died, and the same mother conceived me, and on the same teachings I was raised? 3 I do not renounce the noble kinship of brotherhood. 4 As regards these things, if you have some instrument of correction, bring it to my body; for my soul you will not set on fire should you want it.” 5 Then the ones who bitterly bore the frankness of the man with joint-wrenching machines, his hands and feet began to dislocate and dismember him by forcing his limbs out from their sockets. 6 And his fingers and toes and arms and legs and elbows were dragged about. 7 And prevailing by not even one way to overwhelm him, tearing away the skin with their fingernails, they began scalping him. So immediately they moved him onto the wheel 8 around which, while being dislocated from his vertebrae, he saw his own flesh being torn all over and flowing with drops of blood down his entrails. 9 Then, being about to die, he said, 10 “We clearly, O depraved tyrant, are suffering this because of our training and virtue for God. 11 But you, because of your ungodliness and blood guilt, you will perpetually endure tortures.” 

The Torture of the Fourth Brother

12 And when this one died fittingly for a brother, they compelled the fourth, saying, 13 “You, then, do not act madly with the same madness as your brothers did, but rather by being convinced by the king, save yourself.” 14 But he said to him, “For that to convince me, you do not have your fire hot enough for me, so as to make me a coward. 15 No! By the blessed death of my brothers and the eternal destruction of the tyrant and the praiseworthy life of piety, I will not renounce my noble brotherhood. 16 Contrive, O tyrant, tortures so that also through these you might learn that I am a brother of those tortured previously.” 17 After hearing this, the bloodthirsty and stinking and entirely abominable Antiochus ordered his tongue to be cut out. 18 But he said, “Even if you take away my voice organ, God hears those who are mute. 19 Look, my tongue has been loosened; cut it out! For besides this, you will not silence our reason. 20 Gladly, for God, we allow the mutilation of our bodies’ limbs. 21 But God will quickly come after you, for you are cutting out a musical tongue of the divine hymns.” 




The Torture of the Fifth Brother

11 As this one also died, being severely wounded from the tortures, the fifth leaped forward, saying, 2 “I am not about to be excused, tyrant, from torture for the sake of virtue. 3 But I have come myself on my own so that by murdering me as well, you might deserve punishment by heavenly justice for your many crimes. 4 O hater of virtue and hater of humanity, for what act are you destroying us in this way? 5 Does it seem bad to you? Or is it because we live in devotion to the Creator of all things and live according to his virtuous law? 6 But these actions are worthy of honor, not torture, 7 if you really were perceiving human longing and had hope of deliverance from God. 8 Now see, being a stranger from God, you make war against those living for God.” 9 While he was saying these words, the guards, after binding him, dragged him onto the catapult, 10 on which, binding him by the knees and fitting on them iron clamps, they twisted his waist upon the torture wheel wedge, on which, in the manner of a scorpion, his entire body was being bent backward upon the wheel; they dislocated his limbs. 11 In this condition, and his breathing having restricted, and having squeezed his body, 12 he said, “Excellent favors you are granting to us O involuntary tyrant; excellent through these honorable sufferings, you make available to us an opportunity to demonstrate our endurance to the law.” 

The Torture of the Sixth Brother

13 And also when this one passed away, the sixth was led out, a young boy, who, after the tyrant inquired whether he would be willing to eat to be released, the boy responded, 14 “Although by age I am younger than my brothers, but in mind I am their equal. 15 For both being born and being nourished in the same way for the same purpose, we ought to die in like manner. 16 Therefore, if it seems best to you to torture me for not eating unclean food, then torture me!” 17 As he said these words, they were leading him onto the wheel, 18 on which, stretching him tight with stout limbs and dislocating his vertebrae, they built a fire underneath him. 19 And they were applying a burning sharp little skewer to his back and, piercing through to his ribs, they burned through his entrails. 20 But the boy being tortured, he said, “O holy eternity, in which, because of piety we many brothers being summoned have not been defeated in the contest of suffering. 21 For pious knowledge, O tyrant, is invincible. 22 I also, being equipped with noble character, will die with my brothers. 23 And I myself am bringing a great avenging spirit against you, inventor of tortures and enemy of those who truly live in devotion. 24 Being six boys, we destroyed your tyranny. 25 For your ability to neither change our minds regarding our reason nor to force us to the eating of unclean food; is this not the dissolution of your rule? 26 Your fire is cold to us, and your catapult causes no pain, and your force has no strength. 27 For it is not the guards of the tyrant, but the guards of divine law that are set before us; because of this, unconquered, we hold onto reason.” 




The Torture of the Seventh Brother

12 As also this one happily died after being thrown into a cauldron, the seventh, the youngest of all, came up, 2 whom the tyrant had compassion for even though he was reproached dreadfully by his brothers. 3 When he saw the boy already wearing the imprisoning bonds, he had brought him near and tried to exhort him, saying, 4 “You see the conclusion from the senselessness of your brothers, for because of their resistance, being tortured, they died. If indeed you do not obey after being tortured wretchedly, you yourself will also die before your time. 5 But, by being convinced, you will be a friend and lead the affairs in the kingdom.” 6 And after exhorting the boy with these words, he sent for the child’s mother, so that in showing mercy to her after depriving her of so many sons, he might urge her to make her remaining son obedient for his salvation. 7 But the boy, when his mother urged him by the Hebrew language, as we will tell little later, 8 “Release me!” he said, “Let me speak to the king and to all the friends with him.” 9 And rejoicing exceedingly on the promise of the youth, they quickly loosed him. 10 Running over to the nearest frying pans, he said, 11 “O profane one,” he said, “and worst of any ungodly tyrant, were you not ashamed, having received good things and your kingdom from God, to murder his attendants and to torture the one who practices piety? 12 Because, he reserved divine justice for you, constant and eternal fire and tortures, which for the whole time will not send you out. 13 Were you ashamed, not being human, you wild beast, to cut out the tongues of those who have the same feelings and are made from the very same basic materials and to torture by disfiguring them in such a manner? 14 But indeed, the ones who died nobly have fulfilled their devotion to God. 15 But you, you will wail loudly and terribly to kill the champions of virtue for no reason.” 16 Therefore because he was also about to die, he said, 17 “I do not desert the testimony of my brothers; 18 rather, I appeal to our ancestral God that he might be merciful to my race. 19 But he will also punish you in the present life and in death.” 20 And after earnestly praying these words, he threw himself down into the frying pans, and in this way he gave up his life. 




The Seven Brothers’ Example of Reason

13 If the seven brothers accordingly despised sufferings until death, all kinds of people will agree that pious reason is sovereign over the emotions. 2 For just as those being enslaved to their emotions had eaten unclean food, for we would say they had been defeated by these emotions. 3 But now this is not how it is. Rather, by the reason that is applauded by God, they prevailed over the emotions, 4 and a person is not to ignore this chief command of the mind. For it rules over both emotion and sufferings. 5 How, then, is a person not to acknowledge the blessed self-restraint by these men, who definitely did not turn away from the agonies from fire? 6 For like towers jutting out over the harbor driving back the threats of waves, they maintain the calm for those who sail into the anchorage. 7 In the same way, the seven-towered prudence of the youths, securing the harbor of piety, conquered the reckless abandon of the emotions. 8 For standing as a holy choir of piety, they encouraged each other, saying, 9 “Brothers, may we die as brothers for the sake of the law. Let us imitate the three, the youths in Syria, who despised the equally afflicting furnace. 10 We must not be cowardly regarding the showing forth of our piety.” 11 So the first one said, “Take courage, brother.” Then another, “Endure nobly.” 12 And still another said, “Remember from where we came and by the hand of which father Isaac remained under to be slaughtered because of devotion.” 13 Then each one, and together all looking at one another, cheerful and exceedingly bold, said, “We will consecrate ourselves to God, the one who gave our souls from our whole hearts and let us use our bodies to guard concerning the law. 14 We should not fear the one who intends to kill us. 15 For great is the contest of the soul, and the danger in eternal torture lies before the ones who disobey the command of God. 16 Therefore, let us equip ourselves in the self-control of divine reason. 17 If we suffer in this way, Abraham and Isaac and Jacob will welcome us, and all our ancestors will commend us.” 18 And as each one of the brothers were being dragged away from the rest, the remaining ones said, “Do not disgrace us, brother, nor disappoint those who died before.” 

19 You are not ignorant of the bond of abstract humanity, the very thing which the divine and all wise Providence distributed through our ancestors to their descendants and planted through our mother’s womb, 20 in which the brothers dwelt for the same amount of time and being formed in the same length of time, and developing from the same blood and being born from the same person. 21 And being born through the same time and drinking milk from the same source from where brotherly loving souls are nourished with embraces. 22 And they grow stronger through common nurturing and their friendship daily and both a general education as well as our training in God’s law. 23 So then in this way, the sympathizing of brotherly love having been appointed accordingly, the seven brothers had more sympathy for harmony toward each other. 24 For being educated by the same law and being trained in the same virtue and raised together in righteous living, they brought upon themselves more than ever. 25 For the common zeal for a noble character strengthened their unity for each other. 26 For with piety, he was building for them a great desire for brotherly love. 27 But, although like the nature and friendship and magnificent habits had strengthened the bond of brotherhood for them, the ones being left behind held themselves up because of their piety, while looking at their brothers who were being disfigured, being tortured until death. 




14 Beyond that, urging them ever onward to the torture, so as not only to disregard their agony but also to control the emotions of brothers’ brotherly love. 

2 O reason, more royal than a king and more free than a freeman. 3 O, the holy and harmonious music coming from the piety of the seven brothers! 4 Not one out of the seven boys were afraid; not even in the face of death did they hesitate, 5 but all of them, as though running on the road to immortality, were sped onward to death by means of torture. 6 For just as hands and feet move harmoniously in the same way by the guidance of the soul, those holy boys, as by an immortal soul of devotion, agreed together to move toward death for the sake of it. 7 O most holy seven harmonious brothers, for just as there were seven days of creation around the piety, 8 in the same way, dancing, the boys encircled around the sevenfold fear of torture, destroying it. 9 Now we, hearing about the oppression of these young men, are shaken up; they—not only seeing, and not even merely hearing the immediate threatening words, but also while suffering—they were steadfast even in this: by the agonies through fire. 10 Regarding that, what could be more painful? For the power of fire, being intense and swift, quickly dissolved their bodies. 

The Mother’s Example of Reason

11 And do not consider it surprising, if reason has full command over those men in their tortures, since indeed the mind of woman also despises agonies even more. 12 For the mother of the seven youths endured the rack inflicted upon each one of her children. 13 But pause to think about how complex the affection of maternal love is, dragging everything toward the emotion deep inside her. 14 Since indeed even the irrational animals have sympathy and affection with the ones that were conceived from them, like people have. 15 For also of the birds—indeed, the tame ones that roam over the mountains protect their young chicks on the top of buildings, 16 and the ones on the mountain tops and clefts of ravines and in tree holes and making a den in the highest parts of these are born and fend off the one who might approach. 17 But even if they are not able to prevent this, by flying in circles around them grieving in their affection, calling with their own voices, by which way they are able, they help their children. 18 And why is it necessary to demonstrate sympathy toward children by unreasoning creations, 19 since indeed even bees, around the time of making honeycombs, defend themselves against the ones who would approach and, as if with an iron dart, sting those who come near to their hive and are warded off until death? 20 But sympathy for children did not move the mother of the youth who was of one mind with Abraham. 




15 O reason of the children, tyrant over emotions, and piety, more desirable to the mother than her children! 2 The mother, having set two options before her—piety and the temporary preservation of her seven sons according to the tyrant’s promise—3 she loved piety more, which saves toward eternal life according to God. 

4 O what way should I describe the emotions of parents loving a child, impressing a marvelous likeness of soul and also form in the small type of child, mostly because the mothers are established more sympathetically for the offspring than the fathers! 5 For as much as mothers are both weaker souls and bear many children, so much more do they love those children. 6 But the mother of the seven was one who loved her children more than all mothers; during seven pregnancies, each of which caused her to be implanted with tender affection toward them, 7 and because of constraining many pains with each of them, she had affection for them. 8 Because of her fear toward God, she disregarded the fleeting safety of her children. 9 Not even that, but also because of the noble character of her sons and their ready obedience toward the law, she developed greater tender affection for them. 10 For they were righteous and also sensible and courageous and high spirited and loved their brothers and their mother in such a way so as to obey her even until death by keeping the law. 11 But, nevertheless, although so many things pulled the mother to her feelings regarding maternal love, in none of them were the various tortures strong enough to turn her away from her reason. 12 But, on top of that, with regard to each child individually as well as all of them together, the mother urged them onward to death for the sake of piety. 

13 O sacred nature and parental bond and affection for parents and nurture and unbroken emotions of mothers! 14 Seeing them being tortured one by one and burned up, the mother did not change position because of her piety 15 She saw the flesh of her children around the fire being consumed and the toes of their feet and hands quivering on the ground and the flesh of their heads to the point around the chin being exposed as if it was a mask. 16 O mother, tested now by more bitter sufferings than even the pains of childbirth for them! 17 O woman who gave birth alone to complete devotion! 18 It did not change your mind when the firstborn breathed his last nor the second, looking pitiable in tortures, nor the third, when he stopped breathing. 19 Nor did you weep when you looked boldly at the eyes of each one of them as they looked in their tortures, at the same mistreatment, and saw their noses, which predicted their death. 20 Seeing the cut-off flesh of children piled upon the flesh of other children, and chopped off hands upon hands, and decapitated heads upon heads, and fallen corpses upon corpses, and seeing the place for mass burial of your children because of their tortures, you did not weep. 21 As we have seen, neither the siren’s song nor the voice of a swan draws the ones who hear to pleasant listening, O voices of children in their tortures calling to their mother. 22 How great and how much, then, the mother of the sons who were tortured by the wheel and also by the branding iron was tortured by their torture. 23 But the devout reason, as she took courage in the same emotions, intensified her guts to overlook her maternal love for a time. 24 Although seeing the destruction of seven children and the complex variety in racking them, embracing them, the noble mother departed through her trust in God. 25 For it was like seeing terrible advisers in the council chamber within her own soul: nature and family and maternal love and the racking of her children, 26 the mother prevailed over two votes:a one that brings death and another deliverance for her children. 27 She did not approve of the saving of her seven sons for a little time of safety. 28 But this daughter remembered the God-fearing endurance of Abraham. 

29 O mother of the nation, vindicator of the law, and protector of the faith, and victor of the contest through the heart. 30 O more noble than males regarding endurance and more courageous than men regarding steadfastness! 31 For just as Noah’s ark, carrying the world during the worldwide flood, endured the fierce waves, 32 in the same way you, guardian of the law, being overwhelmed from all directions in the flood of emotions and the fierce winds, the tortures of your sons, holding together nobly, you endured the winter of the faith. 




The Proof of the Excellence of Reason

16 So then if a woman, old and a mother of seven children, endured seeing the tortures of her children until death, then undeniably pious reason is the absolute master over the emotions. 2 Therefore, I have shown that not only have men ruled over the emotions, but woman also despises the greatest of tortures. 3 And in the same way, the lions around Daniel were not as wild, nor the burning furnace of Mishael a furious fire as that nature of her maternal love burned, seeing her seven sons being tortured. 4 But by reason of piety, the mother quenched so great and so large emotions. 5 For also consider this: that if this woman was fainthearted, though being a mother, she would have likely mourned over them and probably might have spoken these things in this way, 6 “O worthless I am and thrice unhappy many times over who, bearing seven children, have become the mother of none! 7 O seven vain pregnancies and seven useless gestations and barren nurturing and miserable nursing. 8 In vain I endured many birth pains for you, O children, and difficult care for your education. 9 O for my children, some unmarried, others married uselessly; neither will I see your children nor will I be blessed by being called grandmother. 10 O the one with many beautiful children, I, a woman, am now a widow and alone with great sorrow. 11 And when I die, I will have none of my sons burying me.” But the holy and God-fearing mother bewailed no one with this lamentation, 12 nor did she avert any of them so that they would not die nor, as they were dying, did she grieve. 13 Rather, as though having an adamant mind and giving birth again for the entire number of her sons into immortality, she urged them forward, imploring them onward to death for the sake of piety. 

Praise for the Mother

14 O mother, soldier of God for piety, an elder and a woman, by endurance you conquered even a tyrant, and by deed and word you were found more mighty than even a man. 15 For even when you were arrested together with your children, you stood, seeing Eleazar being tortured, and said to your children in the Hebrew language, 16 “O children, noble is the contest in which, being called for your testimony for the nation, you must contend readily on behalf of the law of the fatherland. 17 For it would also be shameful if the old man were to endure this agony because of his faith, but you, the younger, were to be astounded by the tortures. 18 Remember that because of God you had a share in the world and enjoyed life, 19 and on this account you ought to endure all suffering for God. 20 Because of which also our father Abraham was zealous to sacrifice his son Isaac, the ancestor of the nation. And when he saw his father’s hand bearing a sword coming down upon him, he did not cower in fear. 21 And Daniel the righteous was thrown to lions, and Hananiah and Azariah and Mishael were hurled into a furnace of fire, and they endured because of God. 22 You, therefore, since you have the same faith in God, you were not distressed. 23 For it is irrational for those who know piety to not stand against sufferings.” 

24 By these words the mother of seven children, encouraging each one of her sons, persuaded them to die rather than disobey the command of God. 25 And still also knowing this, that those who die for God are alive to God, just as Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the patriarchs did. 




The Death of the Mother

17 And some of the guards also say as when she was about to be seized and she was put to death, in order that no one would touch her body, she threw herself down into the flames. 

2 O mother with seven children, you destroyed the force of the tyrant and canceled his evil plans and exhibited the nobility of faith! 3 For just as you, nobly setting an unwavering roof on the pillar of children, you endured the shock caused by the tortures. 4 Take courage, therefore, O mother with a pious soul, nobly holding the hope of endurance toward God. 5 The moon in the heaven with the stars are not set to be as dignified in such a way as you, a guiding light for your star-like seven children toward piety, set in honor before God and firmly established in heaven with them. 6 For your bearing of children was from the child of Abraham. 

The Effect of the Deaths of the Brothers and their Mother

7 If it was being permitted for us to paint as upon some surface the godliness of your account, would not the observers shudder at the mother of seven children, because of piety, enduring various tortures until death? 8 For it would also be honorable to inscribe even over their tomb these words also for the ones from our nation as a reminder, saying, 9 “Here is buried an elderly priest and an old woman and seven sons because of the violence of a tyrant who wanted to destroy the Hebrew nation. 10 They also avenged their nation, looking away toward God and enduring the tortures until death.” 11 Truly what was brought about by them was a divine contest. 12 For then virtue gave awards after testing them by endurance. The prize was in immortality in endless life. 13 So Eleazar fought first. Then the mother of the seven sons struggled bravely, and the brothers contended for the prize. 14 The tyrant struggled against them, and the world and the life of humans were observers. 15 Godliness was the victor, crowning its own athletes. 16 Who did not marvel at the athletes of true legislation? Who was not amazed? 

17 Indeed, surely the tyrant himself and their whole council marveled at their endurance, 18 because of which they also now stand around the divine throne and live in eternal blessing. 19 For even Moses says, “And all the ones who are consecrated are under your hand.” 20 And so these, being consecrated by God, therefore are honored not only with this honor, but also by this: Because of them, enemies did not rule over our nation, 21 and the tyrant was punished, and the country was cleansed, 22 as if they had become a recompense for the sin of the nation. And through the blood of those pious ones and the atoning sacrifice of their death, Divine Providence rescued Israel, who had been afflicted before. 23 For when the tyrant looked at the courage of their virtue and their endurance during the tortures, Antiochus proclaimed to his soldiers as an example to the endurance of those who died. 24 And that made them noble and courageous in battle and siege, and by pillaging, he conquered all his enemies. 




18 O descendants of the seed of Abraham, Israelite children, obey this law and practice piety in every way, 2 knowing that pious reason is master over the emotions—and not only the internal emotions, but also external sufferings. 3 For which, because of piety in bringing forward their bodies to those tortures, not only did they cause astonishment in the people but also were recognized as worthy of divine portion. 4 And through them the nation found peace. And renewing the observance of the law in the country, they made their enemies surrender. 5 And the tyrant Antiochus was both punished on earth and chastised in death. For in no way whatsoever was he strong enough to compel the inhabitants of Jerusalem to adopt foreign customs and to force them to change their ancestral nations. 6 Then indeed, departing from Jerusalem, he encamped against Persia. 

The Mother Tells of Her Children’s Upbringing

The righteous mother of the seven sons also said these things to her children: 7 “I was a pure virgin and did not go beyond my father’s house. But I guarded the rib out of which woman was built. 8 No seducer of the desert or destroyer in the field destroyed me, nor did the destroyer, the deceitful serpent, maltreat my innocent virginity. At the time of my maturity I remained with my husband. 9 But when these sons became adults, the father passed away. That man was happy indeed, for seeking after a life blessed with children, he did not grieve a time of childlessness. 10 He used to teach you, still being with us, the law and the prophets. 11 He read to us the murder of Abel by Cain and the sacrifice of Isaac as well as the story of Joseph in prison. 12 He told u s about the zeal of Phinehas. Then he taught you about Hananiah and Azariah and Mishael in the fire. 13 He also extolled Daniel, whom he also considered fortunate, in the pit of lions. 14 He reminded you of the writing of Isaiah, the text that says, ‘Even if you go through flames of fire, it will not burn you.’ 15 He sang the songs of the psalmist David to us who says, ‘Numerous are the afflictions of the righteous.’ 16 He spoke Solomon’s proverbs to us, who says, ‘The tree of life is for all those who do his will.’ 17 He confirmed the question of Ezekiel, who said, ‘Will these dry bones live?’ 18 For he did not forget the song that Moses taught, the one teaching, ‘I kill, and I make to live. 19 This is your life and the blessedness of your days.’ ” 

20 O bitter was the day, and yet not bitter, when the bitter tyrant of the Greeks, inflaming the fire in his cruel cauldron and in his boiling rage, leading the seven children of the daughter of Abraham onto the catapult and back again for his tortures. 21 He mutilated the pupils of their eyes and cut out their tongues and, by various tortures, he killed them; 22 for which the divine justice pursued and will continue to pursue the accursed. 23 But the children of Abraham with their victorious mother are gathered together into the ancestral country, pure and immortal souls receiving from God, 24 to whom be glory for eternities of eternities. Amen. 





PSALMS OF SOLOMON




Oppressors

1 I cried to the Lord when I was afflicted completely, 

to God when sinners made an attempt against me. 

2 Suddenly a cry of war was heard before me. 

He will hear me, because I was full of righteousness. 

3 I considered in my heart that I was full of righteousness 

when I thrived and became great with children. 

4 Their wealth was spread through to all the earth, 

and their glory unto the end of the earth. 

5 They were lifted high unto the stars; 

they said, “They will never fall.” 

6 And they were arrogant with their goods, 

and they did not bring. 

7 Their sins were in hidden places, 

and even I did not know them. 

8 Their lawless acts were beyond the nations before them; 

they profaned the holy things of the Lord with profanation. 




Concerning Jerusalem

2 A PSALM OF SOLOMON CONCERNING JERUSALEM. 

1 When the sinner acted arrogantly, with the battering ram 

he struck down strong city walls, 

and you did not restrain him. 

2 Foreign nations went up against your altar. 

They trampled it down with their shoes in arrogance. 

3 Because the sons of Jerusalem defiled the holy place of the Lord, 

they profaned the gifts of God with lawless acts. 

4 Because of these things he said, “Cast them far away from me.” 

It has not prospered them, the beauty of his glory. 

5 It is disdained before God. 

It was dishonored until the end. 

6 Sons and daughters are in a wicked captivity. 

Their neck is in a seal, notable among the nations. 

7 He dealt with them according to their sins, 

because he forsook them into the hands of those overpowering them. 

8 For he turned his face away from mercy of them, 

young and old and their children at one time, 

9 because they did evil things at one time, by not listening. 

10 And the heavens were weighted down, and the earth was disgusted with them, 

11 because no person upon it had done what they did. 

12 And the earth will know all your righteous judgments, God. 

13 They set the sons of Jerusalem for mockery because of the prostitutes in her. 

Everyone going entered opposite the sun. 

They were ridiculing their lawless acts, 

14 just as they used to do before the sun they made an example of their injustices. 

And the daughters of Jerusalem were profane according to your judgment, 

15 because they defiled themselves with the mess of intercourse. 

I toil over these things in my belly and my inward parts. 

16 I will justify you, God, in uprightness of heart, 

because your righteousness is in your judgments, God. 

17 For you repaid the sinners according to their works 

and according to their very wicked sins. 

18 You uncovered their sins that you might show your judgment. 

19 You wiped out the memory of them from the earth. 

God is a righteous judge and will not be impressed by a face. 

20 For nations reviled Jerusalem by trampling; 

he pulled her beauty down from the throne of glory. 

21 She girded herself with sackcloth instead of a decent garment, 

a rope around her head instead of a crown. 

22 She removed the headband of glory that God had placed around her; 

23 her beauty was cast away upon the earth in dishonor. 

24 And I saw and I beseeched the face of the Lord, and I said, 

“Let it be enough, Lord, that your hands weigh Israel down by the nations’ invasion, 

25 because they ridiculed and they did not refrain in wrath and anger with rage; 

26 and they will be finished, unless you, Lord, rebuke them in your wrath. 

27 Because they did not act in jealousy but in the desire of the soul 

28 to pour out their wrath against us in plunder. 

And do not delay, God, to repay them upon their heads, 

29 to speak the arrogance of the dragon in dishonor.” 

30 And I did not delay until God showed to me his insolence, 

a man pierced on the mountains of Egypt, 

being scorned more than the smallest upon the earth and the sea, 

31 his body being carried over the waves in great insolence; 

and there was no one to bury it 

32 because he rejected him in dishonor. 

He did not consider that he was a human, 

and he did not consider what comes later. 

33 He said, “I will be lord of earth and sea!” 

And he did not acknowledge that God is great, 

mighty in his great strength. 

34 He is King over the heavens 

and the one who judges kings and rulers, 

35 who raises mea into glory 

and puts the arrogant to sleep for eternal destruction in dishonor, 

because they did not know him. 

36 And now see, great ones of the earth, the judgment of the Lord, 

because the King is great and righteous, judging the earth under the heavens. 

37 Bless God, you who fear the Lord in understanding, 

because the mercy of the Lord is on those who fear him, with judgment, 

38 to separate between the righteous and the sinner, 

to repay sinners for eternity according to their works, 

39 and to show mercy to the righteous one because of lowliness by the sinner, 

and to repay the sinner because of the things he did to the righteous one. 

40 Because the Lord is good to those who call upon him in patience, 

to act according to his mercy to his holy ones, 

to be present always before him in strength. 

41 Blessed be the Lord for eternity before his servants. 




The Righteous

3 A PSALM OF SOLOMON CONCERNING THE RIGHTEOUS ONES. 

1 Why do you sleep, soul, and not bless the Lord? 

2 Sing with hymn and praise to the praiseworthy God. 

Sing and watch for his watching, 

because a psalm to God from a good heart is good. 

3 The righteous will remember the Lord always, 

in thanksgiving, and he will justify the judgments of the Lord. 

4 The righteous who is disciplined by the Lord will not show contempt. 

His goodwill is always before the Lord. 

5 The righteous stumbled and vindicated the Lord. 

He fell and watches what God will do for him. 

6 He looks steadily whence salvation will come for him. 

7 The truthfulness of the righteous is before God their savior. 

Sin upon sin does not dwell in the house of the righteous one. 

8 The righteous one examines his house continually 

to remove injustice done by his transgression. 

9 He made propitiation concerning ignorance with fasting and lowliness of his soul, 

10 and the Lord cleanses every holy man and his house. 

11 The sinner stumbled and curses his life, 

the day of his birth and the labor pangs of his mother. 

12 He added sins upon sins to his life. 

13 He fell, because his downfall was wicked, and he will not arise. 

The destruction of the sinner is for eternity, 

14 and he will never be remembered whenever he examines the righteous. 

15 This is the portion of the sinners for eternity. 

16 But those who fear the Lord will arise into eternal life, 

and their life will never come to an end in the light of the Lord. 




People-Pleasers

4 A DISCOURSE OF SOLOMON TO THE PEOPLE PLEASERS. 

1 Why do you, profane one, sit in the holy assembly, 

and your heart has moved far from the Lord, 

provoking the God of Israel with transgressions? 

2 Excessive in words, more excessive in a sign than anyone, 

is the one who is severe in words in condemning sinners in judgment. 

3 And his hand is among the first people against him as if in zeal, 

and he is guilty with a variety of sinners, in acts of self-indulgence. 

4 His eyes are on every woman without distinction; 

his tongue is false in a contract with an oath. 

5 He sins at night and in hidden places as if not seen; 

he speaks with his eyes to every woman in an arrangement of evil. 

6 He is quick in his entrance into every house with cheerfulness as if innocent. 

7 Remove, God, those who live in hypocrisy with holy ones, 

his life by the destruction of his flesh and poverty. 

8 May God reveal the works of people-pleasing persons, 

his works in derision and scorn. 

9 And may the holy ones justify the judgment of their God, 

when he removes sinners from the face of the righteous one, 

10 the people pleaser who speaks only with deceit. 

11 And their eyes are upon the house of a man in stability like a serpent, 

to dissolve the wisdom of one another by lawless words. 

12 His words are frauds 

for acting on desires for unrighteous things. 

13 He did not stop until he prevailed to scatter as in orphanhood. 

And he desolated a house because of lawless desire. 

14 He defrauded with words, because there is no one who sees and judges. 

15 He was filled with lawlessness in this, 

and his eyes were upon another house to destroy it with words of clamor. 

His soul is not satisfied, like Hades, at all these things. 

16 Lord, may his portion be in dishonor before you, 

his departure in groanings, and his entrance in a curse. 

17 May his life be with pains and poverty and perplexity, Lord. 

May his sleep be in sorrows and his awakening with perplexities. 

18 May sleep be taken away from his temples at night. 

May it fall away from every work of his hands. 

19 And may his house be lacking everything that will satisfy his life. 

20 May his old age be in the persistence of childlessness until his removal. 

21 May the flesh of people-pleasing persons be scattered by beasts, 

and the bones of the lawless before the sun in dishonor. 

22 May ravens strike out the eyes of those who act hypocritically, 

23 because he desolated many houses of people in dishonor 

and scattered their desire. 

24 And they did not remember God, 

and they did not fear God at all these things. 

25 And they provoked God, and they irritated him; 

may he remove them from the land, 

because they acted hypocritically with deception toward the souls of the innocent. 

26 Blessed are those who fear the Lord in their innocence. 

27 And the Lord will rescue them from deceitful people and sinners 

and rescue us from every lawless obstacle. 

28 May God remove those who do every injustice with arrogance, 

because the Lord our God is a great judge and mighty in righteousness. 

29 May your mercy, Lord, be upon all those who love you! 




A Psalm of Solomon

5 A PSALM OF SOLOMON. 

1 Lord God, I will praise your name with rejoicing 

in the middle of those who understand your righteous judgments. 

2 For useful and merciful is the refuge of the poor. 

3 When I cry out to you, do not pass me over in silence. 

4 For one will not take spoils from a powerful man, 

5 and who will take from all which you made, unless you yourself give it? 

6 For a person and his portion are from you on a scale; 

he will not add to it for it to abound beyond your judgment, God. 

7 When we are afflicted, we will call for help, 

and you will not turn our entreaty away, 

because you are our God. 

8 Do not weigh your hand down upon us, 

lest we sin because of distress. 

9 And even if you do not restore us, we will not be far off, 

but we will come to you. 

10 For if I will be hungry, I will cry out to you, God, 

and you will give to me. 

11 You yourself feed the birds and the fish; 

when you give rain to the deserts for the rising of shoots, 

you prepared food in the desert for every living thing, 

12 and if they hunger for you, they will lift up their face. 

13 You feed kings and rulers and peoples, God, 

and who is the hope of the poor and the needy if not you, Lord? 

14 And you will hear, because who is good and fair but you, 

to cheer the soul of the low when your hand opens in mercy? 

15 The goodness of a human is in thrift, also tomorrow; 

and if he repeats it without murmuring, you should marvel at even this. 

16 But your gift is abundant with goodness, and rich, 

and where hope is upon you, it will not be lacking a gift. 

17 Your mercy is over all the earth, Lord, in goodness. 

18 Blessed is he whom God remembers in due proportion to sufficiency; 

19 if the person abounds too much, he sins. 

20 Moderation in righteousness is sufficient, 

and in this is the blessing of the Lord for satisfaction in righteousness. 

21 Those who fear the Lord were cheerful with good things, 

and your goodness was upon Israel your kingdom. 

22 Blessed be the glory of the Lord, 

because he is our King. 




In Hope

6 IN HOPE, OF SOLOMON. 

1 Blessed is the man whose heart is ready 

to call upon the name of the Lord; 

2 when he remembers the name of the Lord, he will be saved. 

3 His ways are directed by the Lord, 

and the works of his hands are guarded by the Lord his God. 

4 He will not be troubled by a vision of his wicked dreams; 

5 his soul will not be terrified of the crossing of rivers and the surging waves of the seas. 

6 He stood up from his sleep 

and blessed the name of the Lord. 

7 He praised the name of God in the stability of his heart. 

And he beseeched the face of the Lord concerning everything of his house. 

8 And the Lord heard the prayer of everyone in the fear of God, 

and the Lord will fulfill every request of the soul that hopes in him. 

9 Blessed be the Lord who enacts mercy to those who love him in truth. 




Conversion

7 OF SOLOMON ON CONVERSION. 

1 Do not move away from us, God, 

lest those who hated us gratuitously attack us. 

2 For you rejected them, God. 

Do not let their foot trample the inheritance of your sanctuary. 

3 As for you, discipline us by your will! 

And do not give us to the nations. 

4 For if you send death, you will command it concerning us. 

For you are merciful and will not be angry to bring us to an end. 

5 When your name dwells in the middle of us, we will be shown mercy, 

6 and no nation will be strong against us; 

for you are our protector. 

7 And we will call upon you, and you will hear us. 

8 For you will have mercy on the race of Israel for eternity, and you will not reject it. 

And we are under your yoke for eternity, 

and the whip of your discipline. 

9 You will direct us in the time of your help, 

to show mercy to the house of Jacob for the day you promised them. 




Victory

8 OF SOLOMON FOR VICTORY. 

1 My ear heard affliction and the sound of war, 

the sound of the trumpet sounding slaughter and ruin, 

2 the sound of a great people like a very great wind, 

like a storm of a great fire carried through the desert. 

3 And I said in my heart, 

“Where then will God judge him?” 

4 I heard a sound in Jerusalem, the city of the sanctuary. 

5 My loins were crushed at the report. My knees were paralyzed. 

6 My heart was afraid. My bones were shaken like linen. 

7 I said, “They will direct their ways in righteousness.” 

I considered the judgments of God from the creation of the heavens and earth. 

I vindicated God in his judgments that are from eternity. 

8 God exposed their sins before the sun. 

All the earth knew the righteous judgments of God. 

9 Their iniquities are in secret underground places, in provocation; 

10 a son with his mother and a father with his daughter mingle together. 

11 Each one committed adultery with the wife of his neighbor. 

They arranged pacts with themselves with an oath concerning these things. 

12 They plundered the sanctuary of God 

as if there were no redeeming heir. 

13 They trampled the altar of the Lord from every uncleanness, 

and they defiled the sacrifices with menstrual blooda like profane meat. 

14 They left no sin undone that they did not do worse than the nations. 

15 Therefore God mixed them a spirit of error. 

He gave them a drinking cup of unmixed wine to drink, for drunkenness. 

16 He led the one from the end of the earth, the one who strikes strongly. 

17 He decided on war against Jerusalem and her land. 

18 The rulers of the earth met him with joy. 

They said to him, “Your way is welcome! Come, enter with peace!” 

19 They leveled rough ways from his entrance. 

They opened the gates in Jerusalem; they crowned her walls. 

20 He entered with peace, like a father into the house of his sons. 

He established his feet with great security. 

21 He captured her fortresses and the wall of Jerusalem, 

22 because God led him with security during their error. 

23 He destroyed their rulers and every man wise in counsel. 

He poured out the blood of the inhabitants of Jerusalem like water of uncleanness. 

24 He led away their sons and daughters 

that they had borne in profanation. 

25 They acted according to their impurities, just as their fathers did. 

26 He defiled Jerusalem and the things sanctified in the name of God. 

27 God was justified in his judgments among the nations of the earth, 

28 and the holy ones of God are like lambs, in innocence in the midst of them. 

29 The Lord who judges all the earth in his righteousness is worthy of praise. 

30 Look now, God; you have shown us your judgment in your righteousness. 

31 Our eyes have seen your judgments, God. 

We have vindicated your honored name into eternities, 

32 because you are the God of righteousness who judges Israel with discipline. 

33 Convert, God, your mercy upon us and have pity upon us! 

34 Gather the diaspora of Israel with mercy and goodness. 

35 Because your faithfulness is with us, and we stiffened our neck, 

and you are the one who disciplines us. 

36 Do not overlook us, our God, 

lest nations devour us, as if there were no one who redeems. 

37 And you are our God from the beginning, 

and our hope is on you, Lord. 

38 And we are not far from you, 

because your judgments are good to us. 

39 We and our children have your goodwill for eternity; 

Lord our savior, we will not be afflicted anymore for eternal time. 

40 The Lord is praiseworthy in his judgments in the mouth of the holy ones, 

and blessed be Israel by the Lord for eternity. 




For a Rebuke

9 OF SOLOMON FOR REBUKE. 

1 When Israel was led away in exile into a foreign land, 

when they fell away from the Lord who redeemed them, 

2 they were expelled from the inheritance that the Lord had given them. 

The diaspora of Israel was in every nation according to the word of God, 

3 so that you would be vindicated, God, in your righteousness by reason of our lawlessness acts, 

4 because you are a righteous judge over all the peoples of the earth. 

5 For no one who does unrighteous things will be hidden from your knowledge, 

6 and the righteous acts of your holy ones are before you, Lord. 

And where will a person be hidden from your knowledge, God? 

7 Our works are in the choosing and authority of our soul, 

to do righteousness and unrighteousness by the works of our hands. 

8 And in your righteousness you examine the sons of humans. 

9 The one who performs righteousness stores up life for himself before the Lord. 

And the one who performs injustice is himself blameworthy of the soul in destruction. 

10 For the judgments of the Lord are against man and house in righteousness. 

11 To whom will you show goodness, God, if not to those who call upon the Lord? 

12 You will cleanse the soul with sins in thanksgiving, in confession, 

13 because we and our faces have disgrace concerning everything. 

14 And for whom will he forgive sins if not for those who have sinned? 

15 You will bless the righteous ones, and you will not set straight concerning those who sinned, 

and your goodness concerning those who sin in repentance. 

16 And now you are God, and we are your people whom you loved. 

See and have pity, God of Israel, because we are yours; 

and do not send your mercy from us, 

lest they attack us. 

17 For you selected the seed of Abraham rather than all the nations, 

18 and you placed your name upon us, Lord. 

And you will not stop for eternity. 

19 You made a covenant with our fathers concerning us, 

and we will hope on you with the conversion of our soul. 

20 The mercy of the Lord that is upon the house of Israel 

is for eternity and further. 




Among the Hymns

10 AMONG THE HYMNS OF SOLOMON. 

1 Blessed is the man whom the Lord remembered in reproof 

and encompassed from an evil way with a whip, 

to be cleansed from sin, to not multiply it. 

2 The one who prepares his back for scourges also will be cleansed. 

For the Lord is good to those who wait for discipline. 

3 For he will set upright the ways of the righteous, 

and he will not be conspicuous in discipline. 

4 And the mercy of the Lord is upon those who love him in truth. 

And the Lord will remember his servants in mercy. 

5 For the testimony is in the law of the eternal covenant. 

The testimony of the Lord is on the ways of people in visitation. 

6 Our Lord is righteous and holy in his judgments for eternity, 

and Israel will praise the name of the Lord in cheerfulness. 

7 And the holy ones will give thanks in the gatherings of the people, 

and God will show mercy to the poor in the cheerfulness of Israel. 

8 For God is good and merciful for eternity, 

and the gathering of Israel will glorify the name of the Lord. 

9 The salvation of the Lord is upon the house of Israel for eternal self-control 




Expectation

11 OF SOLOMON FOR EXPECTATION. 

1 Sound the trumpet in Zion with the signal trumpet of the holy ones. 

2 Proclaim in Jerusalem the voice of the one who brings good news, 

because God had mercy on Israel in his examination of them. 

3 Stand, Jerusalem, upon the height, and see your children 

gathered at once from the east and the west by the Lord. 

4 They are coming from the north to the cheer of their God. 

God gathered them from islands afar. 

5 He brought high mountains low into level ground for them. 

6 The hills fled at their entrance. 

The woods shaded them at their passage. 

7 God raised every tree of sweet smell for them, 

that Israel might pass along at the examination of the glory of their God. 

8 Put on, O Jerusalem, the garments of your glory. 

Prepare the robe of your sanctuary, 

because God has spoken good things for Israel, 

forever and for eternity. 

9 May the Lord do what he spoke of regarding Israel and Jerusalem! 

May the Lord raise up Israel in the name of his glory! 

The mercy of the Lord be upon Israel 

for eternity and further. 




The Tongue of the Lawless

12 BY SOLOMON IN THE TONGUE OF THE LAWLESS. 

1 Lord, deliver my soul from a lawbreaking and wicked man, 

from a tongue that breaks the law and whispers and speaks false and deceitful things. 

2 The words of the tongue of an evil man are in diversity of twisting. 

Just like a fire lighting up its beauty among a people 

3 is its exile, to fill houses with a lying tongue, 

for lawbreakers to cut down trees of burning cheer, 

4 to demolish lawbreaking houses in battle with whispering lips. 

May God remove the lips of lawbreakers from the innocent inperplexity, 

and may the bones of the whisperers be scattered by those who fear the Lord; 

5 may a slanderous tongue be destroyed by the holy ones with the fire of flame. 

6 May the Lord guard the quiet soul that hates the unrighteous, 

and may the Lord guide the man who makes peace in the house. 

7 The Lord’s salvation be on Israel his servant for eternity, 

8 and may sinners be destroyed from the face of the Lord at once, 

and may the holy ones of the Lord inherit the promises. 




Encouragement of the Righteous

13 A PSALM OF SOLOMON; ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONES. 

1 The right hand of the Lord sheltered me. 

The right hand of the Lord spared us. 

2 The arm of the Lord saved us from the sword that passes through, 

from hunger and the death of sinners. 

3 Wicked beasts ran at them. 

They plucked their flesh with their teeth, 

and they were breaking their bones with their molars. 

And the Lord rescued us from all these things. 

4 The ungodly was troubled on account of his transgressions, 

lest he be taken along with the sinners; 

5 because the overthrow of the sinner is fearsome, 

and not one of all these things will touch the righteous one. 

6 Because the discipline of the righteous in ignorance 

and the overthrow of the sinner are not alike. 

7 The righteous is disciplined in his cloak, 

lest the sinner rejoice at the righteous. 

8 Because he will admonish the righteous like a son of affection, 

and his discipline is like that of a firstborn. 

9 For the Lord will spare his holy ones, 

and he will wipe out their transgressions by discipline. 

For the life of the righteous is for eternity. 

10 But sinners will be removed into destruction, 

and their memory will no longer be found. 

11 But the mercy of the Lord be upon the holy ones, 

and his mercy upon those who fear him. 




Hymn

14 A HYMN OF SOLOMON. 

1 The Lord is faithful to those who love him in truth, 

to those who wait for his discipline, 

to those who walk by the righteousness of his commands, 

in the law which he commanded us for our life. 

2 The holy ones of the Lord will live in it for eternity. 

His holy ones are the orchard of the Lord, the trees of life. 

3 Their planting is rooted for eternity. 

They will not be plucked up all the days of the heavens, 

because the portion and inheritance of God is Israel. 

4 And not so the sinners and lawbreakers, 

who loved a day in the sharing of their sin. 

Their desire was for smallness of corruption. 

5 And they did not remember God. 

Because the ways of humans are always known before him, 

and he knows the inner chambers of the heart before they happen. 

6 Therefore their inheritance is Hades and darkness and destruction, 

and they will not be found in the day of mercy of the righteous. 

But the holy ones of the Lord will inherit life in cheerfulness. 




With a Song

15 A PSALM OF SOLOMON WITH A SONG. 

1 When I was afflicted I called on the name of the Lord; 

I hoped for the help of the God of Jacob, and I was saved, 

2 because you, God, are the hope and refuge of the poor. 

3 For who is strong, God, unless they give thanks to you in truth? 

4 And why is a person strong unless they give thanks to your name? 

5 A new psalm with a song in the cheer of the heart, 

the fruit of lips in a prepared instrument of the tongue, 

the first fruits of lips from a holy and righteous heart— 

6 the one who does these things will not be shaken by evil for eternity. 

The flame of fire and the wrath of the unrighteous will not touch him 

7 whenever it comes out upon sinners from the face of the Lord, 

to destroy all the substance of sinners. 

8 For the sign of God is upon the righteous ones for salvation. 

Famine and sword and death are far from the righteous. 

9 For they will flee from the holy ones like those pursued in battle, 

and they will pursue and capture sinners. 

And those who do lawlessness will not escape the judgment of the Lord; 

they will be captured as if by experienced warriors, 

10 for the sign of destruction is upon their forehead. 

11 And the inheritance of the sinners is destruction and darkness, 

and their lawless acts will pursue them to Hades below. 

12 Their inheritance will not be found for their children. 

13 For the sins will desolate the houses of sinners; 

and sinners will perish in the day of the judgment of the Lord for eternity, 

14 whenever God examines the earth in his judgment. 

15 But those who fear the Lord will be shown mercy in it, 

and they will live in the mercy of their God; 

and sinners will perish for the eternal time. 




For Help for the Holy Ones

16 A HYMN BY SOLOMON FOR HELP TO THE HOLY ONES. 

1 When my soul slumbered from the Lord, 

I slipped a little in the descent of sleep. 

2 Far from God my soul was poured out a little to death, 

near the gates of Hades with a sinner; 

3 when my soul was carried away from the Lord, the God of Israel, 

unless the Lord helped me with his mercy for eternity. 

4 He pricked me like a horse prod at his watch; 

my savior and helper saved me every time. 

5 I will give thanks to you, God, because you helped me for salvation 

and did not reckon me for destruction with the sinners. 

6 Do not remove your mercy from me, God, 

or the memory of you from my heart until death. 

7 Restrain me, God, from wicked sin 

and from every wicked woman who trips up the foolish. 

8 And do not let the beauty of a lawbreaking woman deceive me, 

or that of anyone liable to useless sin. 

9 Guide the works of my hands in your place, 

and protect my steps in the memory of you. 

10 Clothe my tongue and my lips in words of truth; 

make wrath and speechless anger be far from me. 

11 Distance from me murmuring and timidity in oppression, 

if I sin when you discipline for conversion. 

12 But strengthen my soul in good pleasure with cheerfulness, 

when you strengthen my soul; what is given to me will be enough. 

13 For unless you strengthen, who will endure discipline in poverty? 

14 When a soul is reproved by the hand of his corruption, 

your testing is in his flesh and in the oppression of poverty. 

15 When the righteous one remained in these things, he will be 

shown mercy by the Lord. 




A Song to the King

17 A PSALM OF SOLOMON WITH A SONG TO THE KING. 

1 O Lord, you are our King for eternity and further, 

because in you, oura God, our soul will boast. 

2 And what is the time of a person’s life upon the earth? 

According to his time is also his hope in it. 

3 But we will hope in God our savior, 

because the strength of our God is for eternity with mercy, 

4 and the kingdom of our God is for eternity over the nations. 

5 You, Lord, selected David as king over Israel, 

and you swore to him concerning his seed for eternity, 

that his royal place would not come to an end before you. 

6 And sinners rose up against us because of our sins; 

they laid hold of us and expelled us. 

Those to whom you did not promise removed us with force, 

7 and they did not glorify your honored name; 

with pomp they set a royal place because of their loftiness; 

8 they desolated the throne of David in arrogance of a cost. 

And you, God, will cast them down and remove their seed from the earth, 

9 when a person foreign to our race rises up against them. 

10 You will repay them according to their sins, God, 

so that it will be found against them according to their works. 

11 God will show them no mercy; 

he searched their seed and let not one of them go; 

12 the Lord is faithful in all his judgments that he makes upon the earth. 

13 The lawless one desolated our land from its inhabitants. 

They destroyed a young man and old woman and their children together. 

14 He dismissed them to the west in the wrath of his beauty, 

and the rulers of the land to a mockery; and he did not relent. 

15 With estrangement the enemy acted, with arrogance; 

and his heart was foreign from our God. 

16 And all the things he made in Jerusalem, 

just as the nations also in the cities make their gods. 

17 And the sons of the covenant controlled them in the middle of the mixed nations. 

There was no one who acts with mercy and truth in the middle of them in Jerusalem. 

18 Those who love the gatherings of the holy ones fled from them. 

They were scattered from their bed like sparrows. 

19 They were misled in deserts, for their souls to be saved from evil, 

and a soul saved from them is a prized thing in the eyes of the sojourn. 

20 Those who love the gatherings of the holy ones fled from them. 

Their scattering by the lawless was into all the earth, 

because the heavens withheld the dropping of rain upon the earth. 

21 The eternal springs were stopped out of the abysses from high mountains, 

because there was no one among them who was doing righteousness and justice. 

From their rulers and the least of the people, they were in every sin; 

22 the king was in lawbreaking, and the judge in disobedience, 

and the people in sin. 

23 See, O Lord, and raise up their king for them, 

a son of David, 

for the proper time that you see, God, 

to rule over Israel your servant. 

24 And undergird him with strength to shatter unrighteous rulers. 

25–26 Cleanse Jerusalem from the nations that trample it in destruction, 

to expel sinners from the inheritance in wisdom, in righteousness, 

to rub out the arrogance of the sinner like a potter’s vessel, 

to crush all their support with an iron rod; 

27 to destroy lawless nations by the word of his mouth, 

for gentiles to flee from his face at his threat, 

and to reprove sinners by the word of their heart. 

28 And he will gather a holy people whom he will lead in righteousness, 

and he will judge tribes of the people sanctified by the Lord its God. 

29 And he will no longer permit injustice to dwell among them, 

and no person who sees wickedness will dwell with them. 

30 For he will know them, because all of them are sons of God, 

and he will divide them among their tribes upon the earth. 

31 And no longer will an expatriate or foreigner dwell among them; 

he will judge peoples and nations by the wisdom of his righteousness. 

Musical interlude 

32 And he will have peoples of nations to serve him under his yoke, 

and he will glorify the Lord notably over all the earth. 

33 And he will cleanse Jerusalem with sanctification, as also from the beginning, 

34 for nations to come from the edge of the earth to see his glory, 

bringing as gifts its utterly weakened sons, 

35 and to see the glory of the Lord that God glorified. 

And he is a righteous king over them, taught by God, 

36 and there is no injustice in his days in the middle of them; 

because they all are holy, and their king is the anointed Lord. 

37 For he will not hope in horse and rider and bow, 

or multiply gold nor silver to himself for battle, 

and he will not gather hopes for many for the day of war. 

38 The Lord himself is his King, the hope of the one who is mighty by the hope of God, 

and he will show mercy to all the nations before him in fear. 

39 For he will bring down the earth with the word of his mouth for eternity. 

40 He will bless the people of the Lord by wisdom with cheer. 

41 And he will be clean from sin, to rule over great peoples, 

to reprove rulers, and to remove sinners by the strength of his word. 

42 And he will not be weak in his days upon his God, 

because God made him strong by the Holy Spirit 

and wise by the counsel of understanding, with strength and righteousness. 

43 And the blessing of the Lord will be with him in strength, 

44 and his hope in the Lord will not be weak; 

and who will be strong against him? 

Strong in his works and mighty in the fear of God, 

45 shepherding the flock of the Lord in faithfulness and righteousness, 

and he will not permit any among them to be weak in their pasture. 

46 He will lead them all with equality, 

and there will be no arrogance among them for any among them to be oppressed. 

47 This is the propriety of the king of Israel that God knew, 

to raise him up over the house of Israel, to discipline it. 

48 His words have been purged in fire more than first-rate gold. 

He will judge the tribes of the sanctified people in the assemblies. 

49 His words are as words of holy ones in the middle of sanctified peoples. 

50 Blessed are those who are borna in those days, 

to see the good things of Israel in the gathering of tribes; may God do it. 

51 May God speed his mercy upon Israel; 

he will rescue us from the impurity of profane enemies. 

The Lord himself is our King for eternity and further. 




The Anointed of the Lord

18 A PSALM OF SOLOMON: ANOTHER ONE OF THE CHRIST OF THE LORD. 

1 Lord, your mercy is upon the works of your hands for eternity, 

2 your goodness upon Israel with a rich gift, 

your eyes looking down upon them,b and none of them will lack anything. 

3 Your ears hear the entreaty of the poor in hope; 

your judgments are upon all the earth with mercy, 

4 and your love is upon the seed of Abraham, the sons of Israel. 

Your discipline is upon us like a firstborn unique son, 

5 to return an obedient soul from rudeness in ignorance. 

6 May God cleanse Israel for the day of mercy with blessing, 

for the day of election when he brings up his anointed one. 

7 Blessed are those who are bornc in those days, 

to see the good things of the Lord, which he will do for the coming generation 

8 under the rod of discipline of the anointed one of the Lord, in the fear of his God, 

in the wisdom of spirit and righteousness and strength, 

9 to direct men in works of righteousness by the fear of God, 

to establish them all before the Lord. 

10 A good generation in the fear of God in the days of mercy. 

Musical interlude 

11 Great is our God and of glorious, dwelling in the highest places, 

12 who appointed stars in course for occasions of times from days to days, 

and they did not transgress from the way that you commanded them. 

13 Their way is in the fear of God each day, 

from the day God created them and until eternity. 

14 And they were not led astray from the day he created them; 

they were not removed from their ways from ancient generations, 

unless God commanded them by the command of his servants. 





ENOCHa




The Sayings of Enoch on the Elect and Wicked

1 Enoch’s word of blessing that blessed the righteous chosen, who will be present in the day of tribulation when all enemies are removed; for the righteous shall be saved. 

2 Taking up his proverb, Enoch said: “The man is righteous: the vision from God was opened to him. He possesses the vision of the Holy One and heaven.” He showed this to me, and I heard holy holy-speakers, and as I listened to everything from them; and watching, I knew. And I did not intend these things for the current generation; rather I speak at the generation that is far off. 

3 About the chosen ones I speak now, and concerning them I take up my proverb: 

“My Holy Great One will come out from his dwelling place. 

4 And the God of eternity will walk upon the earth, upon Mount Sinai. 

He will appear from his encampment 

and shine forth in the power of his strength from the heaven of heavens. 

5 All will be afraid and the watchmen will believe. 

They will sing hidden in all the high places of the earth. 

And all the high places of the earth will shake; 

trembling and great fear will take them unto the end of the earth. 

6 And they will shake and fall; 

the high mountains shall break up 

and the high hills will be made low to slip through the mountains. 

They will melt like beeswax from the face of the fire in flame. 

7 And the earth will be divided, a division like grapes. 

As much as is upon the earth will destroy itself 

and judgment will be against everyone. 

8 With the righteous he will make peace 

and upon the chosen there will be preservation and peace. 

Upon them mercy will come and they all shall belong to God; 

and he shall give approval to them and will bless them all. 

He will help them all and help us; 

light will shine on them and he will make peace over them. 

9 For he comes with his ten thousands 

and his holy ones to enact judgment against all. 

He will destroy everyone who is ungodly 

and reproach all flesh concerning all works of the ungodly: 

the things they did impiously, 

the harsh words that they spoke 

and all that ungodly sinners spoke against him.” 




2 Observe all the works in heaven, how they do not change their ways; and the luminaries that are in heaven, how all things rise up and set, each being arranged in the appointed time. Their festivals are brought to light, and they do not pass up their own order. 2 See the earth and be reminded of the works that are happening in her from the beginning until the completion, how they are perishable, how nothing upon the earth changes, but all the works of God appear to you. 3 See the summer and the winter. 




3 Observe well and see all the trees,a 




5 how the trees are covering themselves in green leaves and all their fruit for honor and glory. Be reminded and know about all his works, and perceive that God who lives made these things in this way, and he lives unto all the eternities. 2 All his works that he made for the eternities, they all go on in this way from year to year, all the works that they produce for him: their works do not change. But in accordance with his command all things come to be. 3 See how the sea and the rivers in like manner produce and their works do not change from his words. 

4 But you did not persevere nor obey according to his commands; instead you turn away and loudly speak out a great, harsh word with your unclean mouth against his greatness. Because you speak boldly with your lies, O hard-hearted ones, peace is not in you. 5 Therefore you call down curses upon your days: the years of your life will be destroyed and the years of your destruction will be increased with the curse of eternities. There will be no mercy and peace for you. 

6 At that time your name will be for an eternal curse for all the righteous. All those calling down curses will call them down upon you. All sinners and ungodly ones will swear over you and all the innocent will rejoice. For them there will be a release of sins, and all mercy, peace, and equity. Salvation will be a good light for them, and they will inherit the earth. For all of you sinners, salvation will not be present, but upon all of you dissolution and a curse. 7 And for the chosen there will be light and grace and peace, and they will inherit the earth. But for you, the ungodly, there will be a curse. 

8 Then light and grace will be given to the chosen, and they will inherit the earth. Then wisdom will be given to all the chosen, and all these will live, and they shall no longer sin, neither against truth nor according to arrogance, and there will be a light among an enlightened person, and thought for a knowing person, and they shall not go wrong, 9 nor shall they sin all the days of their life, and they shall not die in the wrath of anger, rather the number of the days of their life will be abundant. Their life will increase in peace, and the years of their joy will increase in great joy and peace of eternity for all the days of their life. 




The Sons of Heaven and the Evil Deeds of Their Children

6 And it happened that when the sons of humans multiplied in those days, they fathered good and beautiful daughters. 2 And the angels, the sons of heaven, saw them and desired them and said to one another, “Come let us choose for ourselves women from among the humans and bring forth children for ourselves.” 3 And Semiaza, who was their ruler, said to them, “I fear you may not wish to do this deed and I alone will be responsible for a great sin.” 4 Therefore they all answered him, “Let us all swear by an oath, and devote one another to mutual destruction, not to turn back from this decision until we complete it and do this deed.” 5 Then they all made a vow together and put each other under a curse in regard to this. 

7 These are the names of their rulers: Semiaza (this was their ruler of all the angels), Arathak, Kimbra, Sammane, Daniel, Arearos, Semiel, Iomiel, Chochariel, Ezekiel, Batriel, Sathiel, Atriel, Tamiel, Barakiel, Ananthna, Thoniel, Rhamiel, Aseal, Rhakiel, Touriel. 8 These are the chiefs of tens among them. 




7 Then they took for themselves women, each of them choosing a woman for themselves. They began to go to them and defile them. And they taught them sorcery and enchantments and cutting of roots and explained herbs to them. 

2 But those who became pregnanta brought forth great giants from three thousand cubits. 3 These giants ate up the produce of the humans. When the humans were not able to provide for them, 4 the giants had courage against them and ate up the humans. 5 And they began to sin against birds and wild animals and reptiles and fish, and each one of them ate up the flesh and drank the blood. 6 Then the earth brought up charges against the lawless ones. 




The Fallen Angels Teach Humans Magical Arts

8 Azael taught the humans to make swords, weapons, shields, and breastplates—the lessons of the angels; and they showed them their mining and craftsmanship, anklets and adornment, powders and painted eyes, and all kinds of choice stones and dying. 2 Much ungodliness and prostitution happened, and they were led astray and ruined in all their ways. 3 Semiaza taught enchantments and cutting of roots; Armaros, spells of healing; Rhakiel, astrology; Chochiel, the science of symptoms; Sathiel, watching the stars; Seriel, the course of the moon. 4 Therefore the cry of the utterly destroyed people went up unto heaven. 




The Archangels Appeal to God for Vengeance

9 Then Michael, Uriel, Raphael, and Gabriel, looking on from heaven, saw much blood poured out upon the earth. 2 And they said to one another, “See: a voice crying aloud upon the earth unto the gates of heaven.” 3 The souls of the humans made an appeal, saying, “Bring our judgment to the Most High.” 

4 And they said to the Lord, “You are Lord of lords and the God of gods and King of the ages. The throne of your glory lasts unto all the generations of eternity, and your name is holy and great and blessed unto all the eternities. 5 For you made all things and having all power and all things before you uncovered and open to sight. 6 And you see all things that Azael made, who taught all the wrongdoing upon the earth and made visible the mysteries of eternity that are in the heaven, and which humans pursue and know. 7 And Semiaza, to whom you gave power to rule those who are together with him. 8 And they went to the daughters of the humans of the earth and slept with thema and they were defiled, and they revealed all the sins to them.b 9 And the women bore giants under whom the whole earth was filled with blood and wrongdoing. 10 And now behold, the souls of the dead shall cry aloud and make an appeal unto the gates of heaven. And their groaning went up, and it was not able to go from the face of the transgression happening upon the earth. 11 And you know everything before it came to be, and you see these things and you allow them; you do not say to us what must be done for them about this.” 




God’s Commandments to the Archangels

10 Then the Most High, the Great Holy One, spoke about these things; and he sent Istraelc to the son of Lemech and said: 2 “Say to him on behalf of my name, ‘Hide yourself,’ and reveal to him the end that is coming, that the whole earth is destroyed, and a flood is about to happen among all the earth and utterly destroy everything that is in it. 3 And teach him that he should flee, and his seed will remain in all the generation of eternity.” 

4 And he said to Raphael, “Bind Azael hand and foot, and throw him into the darkness; open the desert that is in the Daduel and throw him there. 5 And place under him the rugged and sharp stones, and let darkness cover him. Let him live there for the eternities: cover up his appearance and let no light be seen. 6 For in the day of great judgment he will be led away into the burning. 7 And the earth that the angels removed will be healed, and reveal the healing of the earth, so that they may heal the injury, lest all the sons of the humans be destroyed with the whole mystery that the watchmen ordered and showed to their sons. 8 And the whole earth was destroyed and laid waste by the works of Azael’s teaching. Ascribe to him all sins.” 

9 And the Lord said to Gabriel, “Go against the bastards, against the base ones and the sons of fornication, and destroy the sons of the watchmen among the humans; send them into the battle of destruction. For they do not have length of days, 10 and their fathers will not have any questioning even concerning them, because they hoped to live an eternal life, and because each of them will live five hundred years.” 

11 Then Michael said, “Go and make known to Semiaza and to those remaining with him, those women with whom they mixed, being defiled by them in their uncleanness. 12 Should their sons ever be slaughtered and see the destruction of their beloved ones, bind them for seventy generations in the wooded vales of the earth until the days of their judgment and consummation, until the judgment of the eternity of eternities is completed. 13 Then they will be led away into the gaping abyss of fire and into the torment and into the jail, being shut up from eternity. 14 And whoever is burned up and destroyed from the present, they will be bound up together with them until the completion of the generation. 15 Destroy all the spirits of the frauds and the sons of the watchmen on account of wronging the humans. 16 Destroy all wrongdoing from the earth, and every work of wickedness will be coming to an end. Let the plant of righteousness and truth be revealed into the eternities. It will be planted with joy. 

17 “And now all the righteous ones will flee, and they will be the living ones until they father thousands, and all the days of their youth and their Sabbath rest will fill with peace. 18 Then the whole earth will work in righteousness, and the tree will be planted in it and be filled with blessing. 19 And all the trees of the earth will rejoice exceedingly. It will be planted, and they will be planting vines. The vine that they plant will make pitchers of wine; according to each of the sown seeds it will make a thousand measures of olives. It will make up to ten jugs. 

20 “And you, make the earth clean from all uncleanness and from all wrongdoing and from all sins, ungodliness and uncleanness that is upon the earth. Wipe it away. 21 And all the people will be serving and blessing and worshiping me. 22 And the whole earth will be made clean from all defilement and from all uncleanness, wrath, and suffering. I will never send it upon them again unto all the generations of the ages.” 




11 And then I will open the chambers of the blessing that are in the heavens, also to bring them down upon the deeds, upon the toil of the sons of humans. 2 And then truth and peace will share together for all the days of eternity and for all the generations of the humans. 




Enoch Is Taken Up into Heaven

12 Before these words were spoken Enoch was taken, and none of the humans knew where he was taken and where he was and what had happened to him. 2 And his works were with the watchmen, and his days were with the holy ones. 

3 And standing there, I, Enoch, was blessing the Lord of greatness, the King of the eternities; and behold the watchmen of the Holy Great One called me: 4 “Enoch, scribe of righteousness, go and speak to the watchmen of heaven—any who abandoned the high heaven, the holy eternal place, who were defiled with the women and just as the sons of the earth did, they did the same also, and took for themselves women. You have brought great destruction on the earth. 5 And there will be no peace for you, nor remission of sins. And though they rejoice in their children, 6 they will see the murder of their beloved ones, and they will groan over the destruction of their children. They will be bound for eternity, and there will be for them no mercy and peace.” 




Enoch’s Message to the Fallen Angels

13 Enoch said to Azael, “Go: There will be no peace for you; great judgment has come out against you to bind you. 2 There will be neither pause nor questioning for you about which wrongs you made known and about all works of ungodliness, wrongdoing, and sin, all that you declared to the humans.” 

3 Then I went and spoke to all of them. They all were terrified: trembling and fear took hold of them. 4 They request that I should write to them records of questioning so that there might be a remission of sins for them, and that I might read to them the record of questioning before the Lord of heaven. 5 For they are not yet able to speak nor lift their eyes to the heaven from the shame of their sin; so they were condemned. 

6 Then I wrote the record of their questioning and the prayer concerning their spirits and what they are asking, how there should be for them a remission of sins and length of days. 7 Then I went and sat upon the waters of Dan in the land of Dan, which is from the right side of Hermon toward the west. I read the record of their prayer. 8 As I was put to sleep, suddenly dreams came upon me, and visions fell upon me, and I saw visions of wrath. Then a voice came, saying, “Speak to the sons of heaven to reprove them.” 9 And when I became awake I came to them, and they all gathered together and were sitting mourning in Ebelsata (which is between Lebanon and Senisel), covering their faces. 10 Before them also I reported to them all the visions that I saw in my sleep. And I was beginning to speak words of righteousness, reproving the watchmen of heaven. 




Enoch’s Heavenly Vision

14 The book of the words of righteousness and reproving of the watchmen of eternity, according to the commandment of the Great Holy One in this vision. 

2 I saw in my sleep what I now say with a fleshly tongue with the spirit of my mouth, which the Great One gave to humans to speak to each other, and he will perceive hearts; 3 who created and gave to reprove watchmen, the sons of the heavens. 

4 I wrote your request from the angels and in my vision I was shown this: your request was not received, 5 namely, that you may no longer go up to heaven for all time; and you are bound with the chains of the earth for all the eternities. 6 Also, in the same way you may see the destruction of your beloved sons. Because their profit will not be for you, but they will fall before you by the sword. 7 And there will be no questions from you about them, nor about your own. Though you are weeping and praying and not speaking every word from the writing that I wrote. 

8 And the following was shown to me in the vision: behold, the clouds called me, and the mists summoned me. The running across of the stars and flashings were very earnest and troubling to me, and the winds in my vision were spread out to me. 9 And they lifted me up and carried me into heaven. I went until I was brought near a wall built with hailstones and tongues of fire surrounding them, and they began to alarm me. 

10 And I went into the tongues of fire and was brought into a great house built with hailstones. The wall of the house was like flat stones, and all were from snow and a ground of snow. 11 The roofs were like the running across of stars and lightning, and between them cherubs of fire and the heaven above like water. 12 Burning fire surrounded the walls, and its doors were like burning fire. 13 I went into the house which is hot as fire and cold as snow, and it had no sustenance of life. Fear covered me and trembling took me. 14 I was shaking and trembling, and I fell. 

I looked again at my vision, 15 and behold, another door opened in front of me. This was a great house and all was built with tongues of fire. 16 It was all worth more in glory and honor and greatness such that I am not able to point out to you its glory and its greatness. 17 Its ground was of fire and its upper part was lightning and the spreading out of stars, and its roof was burning fire. 

18 I looked, and I saw a high throne, and its appearance was like crystal, a wheel like the sun shining brightly and a mountain of cherubs. 19 And below the throne, burning rivers of fire were going out, and I was not able to see. 20 And the great glory was seated upon it, its covering like the appearance of the sun, brighter and whiter than all snow. 21 And all the angels were not able to go into this house and see his face because of the honored and esteemed one. And all flesh was not able to see him. 22 The fire was burning in a circle, and the great fire stood beside it. No one comes near to him in the circle; numberless ten thousands stood before him, and all of his reason is a work. 23 The holy ones of the angels who come near to him do not withdraw with the night, neither do they leave him. 

24 Until then I was cast upon my face and trembling. And the Lord called me with his mouth and said to me, “Come here, Enoch, and hear my word.” 25 And one of the holy ones came to me and woke me, and stood me up, and brought me to the door; I bowed my face down. 




The Lord Gives a Prophecy to Enoch

15 And answering, he said to me, “The true human, a human of the truth, the scribe.” Then I heard his voice say, “Don’t be afraid, Enoch, a true human and scribe of the truth. Come here and hear my voice. 2 Go and say to those who sent you, ‘It was necessary for you to ask about the humans, and not the humans about you. 3 On what account did you abandon the high, holy heavens of eternity, and sleep with the women and be defiled with the daughters of humans, and take women for yourselves? You acted just like the sons of the earth, and you fathered children for yourselves, giant sons. 4 And you were holy, living, eternal spirits. But then you were defiled with the blood of the women, and with the blood of the flesh you brought forth children and you desired the blood of humans, just as any of those of flesh and blood do, those who die and are destroyed.’ 

5 “Because of this I gave women to them in order to be impregnated and procreate children by them this way, and so that not every work comes to an end for them upon the earth. 6 You were living eternal spirits and not dying into all the generations of eternity. 7 And because of this I did not make wives available for you; but the spirits of heaven, their dwelling is in heaven. 8 And now the giants who are born from the spirits, even the strong spirits of flesh upon the earth, their dwelling will be on the earth. 9 Evil spirits went out from their body, for they came from the higher places, and the beginning of their creation and foundation is from the watchful holy ones. They will be called evil spirits. 10 And so for the spirits of heaven, their dwelling will be in heaven, and the spirits that are born upon the earth, their dwelling will be upon the earth. 

11 “The spirits of the giants were doing unjustly, destroying, attacking, and wrestling with each other and thrown together upon the earth, the hard spirits of the giants. They are making courses, and no one is eating, but they are fasting and thirsting and stumbling spirits. 12 These will rise up against the sons of men and women because they have gone forth from them. 




16 “During the days of slaughter, destruction, and death, when the spirits are proceeding from the life of their flesh, there will be destruction without judgment. Thus they will be destructive until the last day of the great judgments, in which the great eternity will be completed. 

2 “And now to the watchmen whom you sent to ask about those who were in heaven: 3 ‘You were in heaven and you knew every mystery that is not uncovered for you and the mystery that is coming from God. Now you reveal this to the women in your hardness of heart, and by this mystery the women and men increase evil upon the earth.’ 4 Say therefore to them, ‘There is no peace.’ ” 




The Archangels Show Prophetic Wonders to Enoch

17 And they took and led me away into a certain place, in which those who were there become like burning fire and, whenever they desire, they appear as humans. 2 Then they led me away into an opaque place and to a mountain where its peak went up to heaven. 3 There I saw a place of luminaries and the treasure of stars and thunder, and into the depths of air where there is a bow of fire, arrows and their housings, and all kinds of lightning. 

4 And they led me away to living waters and to the fire of the setting sun that also causes all the settings of the sun. 5 And I came up to a river of fire in which the fire runs down as water and flows into the great sea of the setting sun. 6 I saw the great river and went up to the great river and to the great darkness, and I departed to where no flesh walks around. 7 I saw the winter winds of the darkness and the outflow of the depth of all waters. 8 I saw the mouth of the earth of all the rivers and the mouth of the deep. 




18 I saw the treasures of all the winds; I saw that in them he ordered all creation and the foundation of the earth. 2 And I saw the stone of the corner of the earth. I saw the four winds lifting the earth and the firmament of the heaven. 3 And they stood between earth and heaven. 4 I saw the winds of the heavens turning and completing the wheel of the sun and all the stars. 5 I saw the winds upon the earth lifting up with the cloud. I saw the limits of the earth and the support of the heaven above. 

6 I passed by and I saw a place being set on fire night and day, where there are seven mountains made from costly stones, three placed in the east and three in the south. 7 And the ones toward the east were from colored stone, and the other one was from pearl stone, and another from stretched stone, and the one against the south from red stone. 8 The middle one of these was in heaven like the throne of God from alabaster stone and the head of the throne from sapphire stone. 9 And I saw burning fire beyond these mountains. 10 There is a place at the end of the great earth: there the heavens will be completed. 11 And I saw a great chasm in the pillar of fire going down, and there was no measure to it, neither in depth nor in height. 12 And beyond this chasm I saw a place where there was neither firmament of heaven above nor earth having lain a foundation below it. Neither was there water under it, nor birds; but there was a place desolate and terrifying. 13 There I saw seven stars like great burning mountains about which I inquired. 14 The angel said, “This place is the end of heaven and earth; this prison was in the stars and in the powers of heaven. 15 And these stars rolling along in the fire are those passing beside the ordinance of the Lord in the beginning of their rising (for the outer place of heaven is empty), because they do not go in their time.” 16 And he was angry with them and bound them up for ten thousand years, until the time of completion of their sins. 




19 Then Uriel said to me, “Here the angels who are mixing with the women shall stand, and their spirits, becoming multiform, shall treat the humans with indignity. And they will lead them astray to burn incense to the demons until the great judgment in which they will be judged so as to bring about perfection. 2 And their women whom angels led astray will be as Sirens.” 3 And I, Enoch, alone saw the visions, the limits of all things, and not even one human shall see as I saw. 




The Names of the Archangels

20 These are the angels of powers: 2 Uriel, one of the holy angels, who is over the world and the Tartarus;a 3 Raphael, one of the holy angels, who is over the spirits of humans; 4 Raguel, one of the holy angels, who avenges the world of luminaries; 5 Michael, one of the holy angels, who was appointed over the good ones of the people and over the chaos; 6 Sariel, one of the holy angels, who is over the spirits who sin in the spirit; 7 Gabriel, one of the holy angels, who is over orchard and the dragons and cherubim. These are the sevenb names of the archangels. 




Enoch Visits More Places of Wonder

21 Then I visited an unprepared place. 2 There I beheld an awesome work: I saw neither heaven above, nor did I behold the established earth, but an unprepared and fearful place. 3 And there I beheld seven of the stars of heaven bound and thrown into it like great mountains burning with fire. 4 Then I said, “For what reason were they bound, and on what account were they thrown here?” 5 Then Uriel, who is one of the holy angels who was with me (and who went before the angels), said to me, “Enoch, for what reason do you ask, and why are you zealous for the truth? 6 These are from the stars of heaven, those passing by the command of the Lord. And they were bound here until the fulfillment of countless years, the time served for their sins.” 

7 From there I visited another place that is more fearful, and I beheld awesome works. In that place a great fire was alighted and burning. And the place had a crevice into the deep, full of pillars of great fire going down. Neither measure nor breadth was I able to see or conjecture. 8 Then I said, “How fearful is this place and how terrible in appearance!” 9 Then one of the holy angels who was with me answered, saying to me, “Enoch, why are you terrified and trembling in this way?” And I answered, “Because of this fearful place and because of the appearance of this terror.” 10 And he said, “This place is a prison of angels. They will be held together here until the eternity of eternity.” 




22 From there I traveled to another place, and he showed to me another great and high mountain of stiff rock in the west. 2 There were four hollow places in it having depth and exceeding smoothness, three of them dark and one shining with a spring of water coming between it. And I said, “How smooth are these hollows, great depths and dark places in the vision!” 

3 Then Raphael, who is one of the holy angels who was with me, answered and said to me, “These places are hollow in order to gather together the spirits of the dead souls. For this very thing they were judged, to gather together here all the souls of humans. 4 And these places for their reception were made until the day of their judgment, until the division and limitation of time, in which the great judgment will be with them.” 

5 I looked on the dead humans who were petitioning, and their voice went up to heaven pleading. 6 Then I asked Raphael, the angel who was with me, saying to him, “This petitioning spirit, from whose voice does it go up to heaven, petitioning in this way?” 7 And he replied to me, saying, “This spirit comes from Abel, whom his brother Cain murdered. Abel petitions him until Cain’s seed is destroyed from the face of the earth and his seed is removed from the seed of humans.” 

8 Then I asked about the whole circumference, why the one is separated from the other. 9 And he answered me, saying, “These three were made to separate the spirits of the dead; and so it is separated for the spirits of the righteous, where the spring of water is shining in it; 10 and so it was created by the sinners, when they die and are buried in the earth, and judgment has not happened to them in their life, 11 their spirits are separated here for this great torture until the great day of judgment, by whips and tortures of the accursed; it was a recompense of the spirits until eternity; he will bind them there until eternity. 12 In this way there is a separation for the spirits of those petitioning, any who are revealed concerning the destruction, when they were murdered in the days of the sinners. 13 And in this way it is created for the spirits of the humans, any who will not be holy but sinners, any who are ungodly; and they will be companions with the lawless. But the spirits, because the oppressors here punish the smaller of them, they will not be punished in the day of judgment, nor will they rise from there.” 

14 Then I blessed the Lord of glory, and I said, “Blessed are you, O Lord, the ruler of righteousness who rules for eternity.” 




The Mountains of Burning Fire and the Sweet-Smelling Tree

23 From there I visited another place toward the west of the ends of the earth. 2 And I gazed at the fire running across that was neither stopping nor leaving the course, but at the same time remaining by day and night. 3 And I asked, “What is the thing that has no rest?” 4 Then Raguel, who is one of the holy angels who was with me, answered, “This course of fire that is toward the west is the fire chasing away all the luminaries of heaven.” 




24 And he showed me mountains of burning fire at night. 2 And beyond them I went and gazed at seven mountains, all of them glorious, each differing from each other, the stones of which were honored in beauty, and all of them honored and glorious and well shaped, three were set upon the east with the one and three upon the south with the one. There were also deep and rugged ravines, never one coming close to the other one, 3 and to the mountain, the seventh mountain between these, and it was held above the height like the seat of the throne, and well-shaped trees were around it. 4 And there was a tree among them that I had never smelled and no one else was cheered by it, and none other was like it; it had a sweeter-smelling fragrance than all other sweet spices, and its leaves and blossom and wood do not wither for eternity; concerning the fruit, they were like clusters of date palms. 5 Then I said, “How beautiful and sweet-smelling is this tree; beautiful are its leaves and blossom, beautiful is its appearance.” 6 Then Michael, one of the holy angels who was with me, answered me, and he went before them. 




25 And he said to me, “Enoch, why do you ask and why do you wonder at the smell of the tree, and why do you want to learn the truth?” 2 Then I answered him, “I want to know about all things, and especially about this tree.” 

3 And he answered, saying, “This high mountain, of which the head is like the seat of the throne of God, upon this the great holy Lord of glory, the King of eternity, sits whenever he goes down to consider the earth with goodness. 4–5 And as for this sweet-smelling tree, no flesh has power to touch it until the great judgment, in which there is vengeance for all and a completion until eternity. Then its fruit will be given to the righteous and holy chosen ones for life and for food; and it will be transplanted to the holy place from the house of God, King of eternity. 6 Then the cheerful will be cheered and will rejoice. And they will go to the holy place. Its fragrance is in its bones, and they will live much more life upon earth, such as your fathers lived. And in their days, torments and blows and whips will not touch them.” 

7 Then I blessed the God of glory, the King of eternity who prepared such things for righteous humans. He created them and declared that he would give to them. 




The Holy Mountain and the Ravine

26 And from there I traveled to the middle of the earth, and I saw a blessed place, in which there were trees having lasting budding branches from a pruned tree. 2 There I beheld a holy mountain; below the mountain there was water out of the east, and it headed west to the south. 3 And I saw toward the east another mountain higher than this: between it, a deep ravine having no breadth; and water went through it, below under the mountain. 4 And toward the west another mountain lower than this and having no height, with a deep ravine and a dry place between them, and another deep ravine and a dry place upon the highest point of the three mountains. 5 And how many are the deep ravines from the stiff rock with no tree planted upon them. 6 And I wondered about the ravine: I wondered deeply. 




27 And I said, “On what account is this land blessed and all full of trees, yet there is this cursed ravine?” 

2 “The accursed land is for those who are cursed until eternity. Here all those accursed ones will be gathered together, any who will speak with their mouth in an unfitting voice against the Lord. For they speak harsh things about his glory. They will be gathered together here, and the dwelling place will be here. 3 In the last eternities, in the days of true judgment against the righteous for all time, here the pious will bless the Lord of glory, the King of eternity. 4 In the days of their judgment they will bless him with mercy as he divides them.” 5 Then I blessed the Lord of glory, and I manifested his glory and sang magnificently. 




28 And from there I went into the middle of Mandobara, and I saw a desert in it. It was alone 2 and full of trees. And the water is born from above without rain from the seeds, 3 like abundant water brought forth toward the northwest, it brought up water and dew everywhere. 




29 Yet from there I went into another place in Babdera, and toward the east of this mountain I departed. 2 And I saw trees of judgment blowing sweet aromas of Lebanon and myrrh; and their trees were like nut-bearing trees. 




More Sweet-Smelling Trees and the Tree of Wisdom

30 And beyond these I departed far off toward the east, and I saw another great place, a ravine of water 2 in which there was also a colored tree of sweet aromas like a mastich tree. 3 Also from the lip of these ravines I saw a cinnamon tree of sweet aromas; and beyond these I departed toward the east. 




31 And I saw other mountains and among them groves of trees and nectar going out of them, which is called sarra and galbanum. 2 And beyond these mountains I saw another mountain toward the east of the ends of the earth, and it was all full of trees at once in the likeness of almond trees 3 when they were crushed: indeed, they were more sweet-smelling than every sweet aroma. 




32 Into the northeast I looked upon seven mountains full of good nard, mastic trees,a cinnamon, and pepper. 

2 And from there I went up to the beginnings of all these mountains, which are far off, a long way toward the east of the earth. And I stepped across above the Red Sea, and I departed over the highest point. From here I stepped across above Zotiel. 3 I came toward the orchard of righteousness, and I saw far beyond these trees, many more great trees. Two that were there were very great and beautiful, held in esteem and magnificent, and also the tree of wisdom from which holy ones eat the fruit and know great wisdom. 4 That tree is like the fir tree in its height, its leaves like the carob tree, its fruit like very cheerful clusters of the vine, and its smell was carried away, far off from the tree. 5 Then I said, “How beautiful the tree and how pleasing to behold!” 6 Then Raphael, the holy angel who was with me, answered, “This is the tree of wisdom from which your father ate.” 




The Ram Opposes the Dogs, Pigs, and Foxes

89 42 bAnd the dogs began to eat up the sheep, and the pigs and the foxes also ate them up until the Lord of the sheep awakened one ram from the sheep. 43 And this ram began to pursue and gore them with its horns, and collided with the foxes and also the pigs; and they destroyed many pigs and also outraged the dogs. 44 And the sheep, the eyes of which were opened, looked upon the ram (which was with the sheep), until it relinquished its way and began to go to the open place without roads. 45 And the Lord of the sheep sent off this lamb to the other lamb; it stood as the ram in leading the sheep in place of the ram that relinquished its way. 46 And he went to him and spoke to him in a whisper privately, and he raised him into a ram and into a ruler and into a leader of the sheep; and the dogs over all of these were afflicting the sheep. 47 And the first ram pursued the second ram, and it fled before him. Then I looked at the first ram until he fell from the face of the dogs. 48 The second ram leaping up led away the sheep. 49 And the sheep were strengthened and multiplied, and all the dogs and foxes fled from the ram and were terrified by him. 

The Judgment of God

1 aFrom the mountain on which they made a vow they also condemned their neighbor, because cold and snow and frost shall not depart from it for eternity, and dew shall not go down on it, unless it will be brought down upon it as a curse, until the great day of judgment. 2 In that time he will be burned up in fire and brought low, and he will be burned up and melted like wax by the fire. So he will be burned up concerning all his works. 3 And now I say to you sons of humans, “There is great wrath against you and against your sons; and this wrath will not cease from you until the time of the slaughter of your sons. 4 And your beloved ones will perish, and your honored ones will die from all the earth, because all the days of their life from the present, there shall not be many who live the one hundred twenty years. 5 And you shall not think to live for many years further; for from now on they have no way of escape, on account of the wrath with which the king of all the eternities was angered against you; do not think that you will escape these things.” 





ODES




The Song of Moses during the Exodus (Exod 15:1–19)

1 The song of Moses during the exodus. 

1 Sing to the Lord! For he is eminently glorified. 

The horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. 

2 He has become for me a helper and protector unto salvation. 

This is my God, and I will honor him, 

the God of my father, and I will exalt him. 

3 The Lord who shatters wars, 

the Lord is his name. 

4 The chariots of Pharaoh and his force he has thrown into the sea. 

Choice riders, the king’s officers, 

he has thrown into the Red Sea. 

5 With the open sea, he covered them. 

They sank into the depths like a stone. 

6 Your right hand, Lord, is glorified in strength; 

your right hand, Lord, shattered the enemies. 

7 And by the abundance of your glory, you crushed your adversaries. 

You sent out your wrath, and it devoured them like straw. 

8 And by the wind of your breath the waters divided; 

the water became solid like a wall, 

the waves made solid in the middle of the sea. 

9 The enemy said, “After pursuit I will seize them; 

I will divide the spoils, I will fill my soul; 

I will kill with sword, my hand will rule.” 

10 You sent out your wind; and the sea covered them; 

they sank like lead in the violent water. 

11 Who is like you among the gods, Lord? 

Who is like you, glorious in holiness, 

marvelous in glory, performing wonders? 

12 You stretched out your right hand, 

and the earth swallowed them. 

13 You led this people of yours whom you released in your righteousness. 

You called them by your might into your holy dwelling. 

14 The nations heard and were afraid; 

pangs of fear took hold of those who dwell among the Philistines. 

15 Then the leaders of Edom and rulers of the Moabites grew anxious; 

trembling fear took them; 

all those dwelling in Canaan melted. 

16 May fear and trembling fall upon them; 

by the greatness of your arms, they became petrified. 

Until your people could pass by, Lord, 

until these your people, whom you possess, could pass by. 

17 Leading them in, plant them in the mountain of your inheritance 

in your prepared dwelling place that you built, 

the sanctuary, Lord, that your hand has prepared. 

18 The Lord rules for eternity and onward to eternity and beyond! 

19 For the horses of Pharaoh went in with the chariots and his horsemen into the sea, 

and the Lord brought the water of the sea upon them. 

But the children of Israel went through on dry ground in the middle of the sea. 




The Song of Moses in Deuteronomy (Deut 32:1–43)

2 The song of Moses in Deuteronomy. 

1 Take heed, O heavens, and I will speak. 

And let the earth listen to the words from my tongue. 

2 Let my hymn be anticipated as rain 

and my words come down as dew, 

like a thunderstorm upon the grass 

and snowfall upon green grass. 

3 For the name of the Lord I will proclaim; 

attribute majesty to our God. 

4 As for God, his works are true, 

and all his ways are just. 

He is a faithful God, and there is no injustice; 

righteous and holy is the Lord. 

5 Children not belonging to him have sinned disgracefully, 

a generation crooked and twisted. 

6 Do you repay these things to the Lord in this way? 

The people are foolish and not wise; 

did not your father himself acquire you 

and form you and create you? 

7 Remember the days of eternity. 

Observe the years of generation of generations. 

Ask your father, and he will inform you; 

your elders, and they will say it to you. 

8 When the Most High was dividing the nations, 

he scattered the sons of Adam; 

he set the boundaries of nations 

according to the number of angels of God. 

9 And his people Jacob became the Lord’s portion; 

Israel, a portion of his inheritance. 

10 He sustaineda him in the desert 

in the thirst of burning heat, in the waterless place. 

He encircled him and raised him 

and watched over him as the pupil of his eye. 

11 Like an eagle protects his nest of chicks 

and he longs for his nestlings; 

spreading his wings, he receives them 

and carries them upon his back. 

12 The Lord alone was leading them, 

and a foreign god was not with them. 

13 He made them go up onto the strength of the land; 

he fed them the produce of the fields. 

They sucked honey from a rock 

and olive oil from solid rock, 

14 butter of cows and milk of sheep, 

with the fat of lambs and rams; 

of the sons of bulls and goats, 

with the fat of kidneys of wheat, 

and the blood of grapes, they drank wine. 

15 And Jacob ate and was filled, 

and the beloved kicked. 

He grew fat, became fatter, became wider, 

and left behind God, the one who created him, 

and drew away from God, his deliverer. 

16 They provoked me with foreign things; 

with their idols they embittered me. 

17 They sacrifice to demons and not to God, 

to gods that they have not known. 

New and novel ones have arrived, 

which their ancestors have not known. 

18 You left behind God, who made you, 

and forgot God, the one who nourished you. 

19 The Lord saw and grew jealousa 

and was provoked by his sons and daughters’ rage. 

20 And he said, “I will turn away my face from them 

and show what will happen to them at the end. 

Because this generation is perverse, 

consisting of sons who are not faithful within themselves. 

21 They provoked jealousy in me by what is not God, 

provoked anger in me by their idols. 

And I will provoke jealousy in them by what is not a nation; 

by a witless nation I will provoke anger in them. 

22 For a fire has kindled out of my anger; 

it will burn as far as the grave below. 

It will devour the earth and its produce; 

it will burn the foundations of the mountains. 

23 I will gather up evils against them, 

and I will use up my arrows against them. 

24 They will be consumed by famine and the devouring of birds 

and incurable body-stiffening disease. 

Teeth of beasts I will send against them with anger, 

beasts that crawl on the earth. 

25 From outside a sword will make them childless, 

and fear will come from the inner chamber— 

the youth with the virgin, 

the suckling babe with the established old man.” 

26 I said, “I will scatter them. 

I will indeed cease the memory of them from humanity.” 

27 Because of the wrath of enemies, they might not survive, 

and the ones who oppose might not attack together; 

and they might not say, “Our hand is high, 

and the Lord did not do all these things.” 

28 For this is a nation devoid of counsel, 

and understanding is not in them. 

29 They have no sense to understand these things. 

They must accept them into the coming time. 

30 How could one pursue thousands and two remove tens of thousands, 

unless God sold them and the Lord gave them up? 

31 For their gods are not like our God. 

Rather our enemies are fools. 

32 For from the vine of Sodom is their vine, 

and their branch is from Gomorrah. 

Their clusters of grapes are grapes full of bile; 

clusters of bitterness to them. 

33 Their wine is the rage of dragons, 

and the rage of serpents is incurable. 

34 Have not all these things been gathered up with me 

and sealed off in my treasuries? 

35 At the day of vengeance I will repay, 

at the time when their foot trips; 

because near is the day of their destruction, 

and the things prepared for you are ready. 

36 For the Lord will judge his people 

and show comfort to his servant. 

For he saw them paralyzed 

and forsaken in distress and neglected. 

37 And the Lord said, “Where are their gods 

in which they had placed their trust in them? 

38 The fat of whose sacrifices you are eating, 

and drinking the wine of their drink offerings. 

Let them rise up and come to the rescue for you 

and become protectors for you! 

39 See, see that I am, 

and there is no god except me. 

I will kill, and I will make alive; 

I will strike, and I will heal; 

and there is no one who shall deliver you from my hand. 

40 For I lift my hand to heaven 

and swear by my right hand 

and say, “I live into eternity.” 

41 For I sharpen my sword like lightning; 

and my hand will take hold of judgment and will avenge, 

and render justice to my enemies, 

and repay those who hate. 

42 I will make my arrows drunk with blood, 

and my sword will devour the flesh 

from the blood of wounded men and captives, 

from the heads of rulers of the nations. 

43 Be cheerful, heavens, at once with him, 

and let all the angels of God worship him! 

Be cheerful, nations, with his people, 

and let all the sons of God prevail for him! 

For the blood of his sons he will avenge, 

and he will avenge and repay justice to the enemy. 

And to those who hate him, he will repay justice, 

and the Lord will cleanse the land of his people.” 




The Prayer of Hannah (1 Kgdms 2:1–10)

3 The prayer of Hannah, mother of Samuel. 

1 My heart was made firm in the Lord; 

my horn was lifted high in my God; 

my mouth was widened against my enemies; 

I was cheerful in your deliverance. 

2 Because no one is holy like the Lord, 

and no one is righteous like my God; 

there is no one holy except you. 

3 Do not boast and do not speak haughty words 

nor allow big talk to come from your mouth; 

because the Lord is a God of knowledge, 

and God prepares his own business. 

4 The bows of the mighty have become weak, 

and those who were weak have been clothed with power. 

5 Full of bread they suffer loss, 

and the ones who are hungry neglect the land. 

For a barren woman has brought forth seven, 

and the one with many children has become weak. 

6 The Lord puts to death and brings to life; 

he leads down into the grave and leads up. 

7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 

he makes low and exalts. 

8 He causes the poor to stand up from the ground, 

and he raises the beggar from the dung pile 

to sit him with the princes of the people, 

and makes them inherit the throne of glory. 

9 Grant this prayer to the one who prays 

and bless the years of the righteous, 

because a man is not mighty in strength. 

10 The Lord will make his adversary weak. 

The Lord is holy. 

The wise must not boast in his wisdom, 

and the strong must not boast in his power, 

and the wealthy must not boast in his wealth; 

but rather the one who boasts should boast in this: 

to understand and to know the Lord 

and to practice justice and righteousness in the middle of the land. 

The Lord went up into the heavens and thundered. 

He will judge the heights of the earth, being righteous; 

and he gives strength to our kings 

and will exalt the horn of his anointed. 




The Song of Isaiah (Isa 5:1–9)

4A The song of Isaiah. 

1 I will sing to the one who loves a song of the beloved concerning my vineyard. 

The beloved owned a vineyard on a mountain peak in a fertile place. 

2 And I put a fence around it, and they planted a choice vine. 

And I built a tower in the middle of it, and I dug out a wine vat in it; 

and I waited for it to produce grapes, but it produced thorns. 

3 And now every person of Judah and those who dwell in Jerusalem, 

judge between me and my vineyard. 

4 What more should I do for my vineyard that I did not do for it? 

Because I waited, so that it might produce a bunch of grapes, yet it produced thorns. 

5 But now I will announce to you what I will do for my vineyard: 

I will remove its fence, and it will be plundered. 

And I will destroy its wall, and it will be trampled down. 

6 And I will abandon my vineyard, and it will not be pruned nor dug, 

and thorns will come up into it as into a barren land; 

and I will command the clouds not to send rain into it. 

7 For the vineyard of the Lord Sabaoth is the house of Israel, 

and the person of Judah is a beloved young plant. 

And I waited for him to produce justice, 

but he produced lawlessness, and not righteousness but an outcry. 

8 And those who join house to house 

and those who bring field near to field, so that they are taken away from their neighbor, 

will you not dwell alone on the land? 

9 For all these things have been heard in the ears of the Lord Sabaoth. 




The Prayer of Isaiah (Isa 26:9–20)

4B The prayer of Isaiah. 

9 From the night my spirit rises toward you, O God, 

because your commands are a light on the earth. 

Learn righteousness, you who live upon the earth! 

10 For the wicked person has come to an end. 

He shall not learn righteousness on the earth; 

he will not practice truth. 

May the wicked be removed 

so that he might not see the glory of the Lord. 

11 Lord, your arm is high, and they have not known. 

But when they come to know it, let them be dishonored! 

Jealousy will take an unlearned people, 

and now fire will devour the enemies! 

12 Lord our God, give us peace; 

for you provide all things for us. 

13 Lord our God, acquire us for yourself. 

Lord, we do not know another except you. 

We name your name. 

14 But the corpse will not see life, 

and the physician will not make them stand. 

Because of this you brought them and destroyed them, 

and you removed all their males. 

15 Add evil to them, O Lord, 

add evil to those who are honored of the earth. 

16 Lord, in anguish I remembered you; 

in small anguish, we had your instruction. 

17 And as the woman in labor is coming near to giving birth 

and in the pain of childbirth she cried out, 

in the same way we were to your beloved. 

18 Because of fear of you, Lord, we conceived in the womb 

and experienced labor and gave birth. 

We produced your wind of deliverance on the earth. 

We did not fall, but the ones who live upon the earth did fall. 

19 The dead will be raised and those in the graves will be awakened, 

and the ones in the earth will be cheerful. 

For the dew from you is a remedy for them, 

but the land of the ungodly will fall. 

20 Go, my people; enter into your chambers. 

Close your door; hide a little more and more 

until the wrath of the Lord passes. 




The Prayer of Jonah (Jonah 2:3–10)

5 The prayer of Jonah. 

3 I cried loudly in my anguish to the Lord my God, 

and he heard me from the belly of the grave; 

from my crying, you heard my voice. 

4 You cast me into the depths of the heart of the sea, 

and rushing waters surrounded me; 

all your swells and your waves pass over me. 

5 And I said, “I have been driven away from your sight! 

Shall I proceed to look toward your holy temple?” 

6 Water poured around me as far as my soul; 

the farthest depths surrounded me; 

my head sank into the cracks of the mountains. 

7 I went down into the land whose bars are an eternal barrier, 

and my life went up from destruction, O Lord my God. 

8 While my life came to an end from me, I remembered the Lord; 

may my prayer come to you in your holy temple. 

9 Those who keep frivolous and false things have abandoned their compassion. 

10 But I, with a voice of praise and thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you; 

as much as I vowed, I will pay back to you for my deliverance to the Lord. 




The Prayer of Habakkuk (Hab 3:2–19)

6 The prayer of Habakkuk. 

2 Lord, I heard your report, and I feared; 

I observed your works and was amazed. 

In the middle of two living creatures, you will be known; 

when the years draw near, you will be recognized. 

In the ready time you will be revealed; 

when my soul is troubled, you will remember mercy in wrath. 

3 God will arrive from Teman, 

and the Holy One from the densely shaded Mount Paran. 

His virtue covered the heavens, 

and the earth is full of his praise. 

4 And his splendor as light will be wonders in his hand; 

he established the mighty love of his strength. 

5 Before his face will go a word, and he will go out; 

his feet will be in sandals. 

6 He stopped, and the earth shook; 

he looked, and nations melted, and the mountains broke into pieces by force; 

the eternal hills melted at his eternal going forth. 

7 Because of troubles I saw the tents of the Ethiopians; 

and the tents in the land of Midian will be terrified. 

Musical interlude 

8 Were you not angry with the rivers, Lord? 

Wasn’t your rage in the rivers? 

Or was not your fury in the sea? 

Because you will mount on your horses, 

and your cavalry is deliverance. 

9 “Stretching, you will stretch your bow on the staff,” says the Lord. 

Rivers will split the earth. 

10 People will see you and suffer, 

as you disperse the waters from his course. 

The bottomless deep produced its voice. 

The heights lifted up its appearance. 

11 The sun and the moon are set in their place. 

Into the light your arrows will go forth, 

into the splendor of the lightning of your arms. 

12 In your anger you will reduce the earth to nothing, 

and in rage you will bring down nations. 

13 You came out for the deliverance of your people, for the salvation of your anointed. 

You threw death against the heads of the wicked. 

You raised your bonds up to their necks. 

14 You cut through the heads of the mighty in frenzy. 

They will be shaken by it. 

They will open their bridles like a beggar eating secretly. 

15 And you cause your horses to ride into the sea, stirring up much water. 

16 I kept watch and my belly was terrified 

by the sound of the prayer on my lips; 

trembling entered into my bones, 

and from underneath me my bodily constitution was stirred up. 

I will rest during the day of my oppression 

to go up to the people of my sojourning. 

17 For the fig tree will not bear fruit, 

and there will not be produce on the vines. 

The work of the olive tree will deceive, 

and the field will not produce food. 

Sheep will lack food, 

and cows will not be present at the feeding trough for their satisfaction. 

18 But I will rejoice exceedingly in the Lord; 

I will rejoice in God my deliverer. 

19 The Lord my God is my power, 

and he orders my feet to the end. 

He caused me to mount upon the heights 

so as to conquer in his song. 




The Prayer of Hezekiah (Isa 38:10–20)

7 The prayer of Hezekiah. 

10 I said, “In the height of my days I departed; 

in the gates of Hades I left behind my remaining years.” 

11 I said, “I shall no longer see the deliverance of God upon the earth; 

nor shall I see a human within their dwellings. 

12 I have been abandoned by my kin; I have left behind the remains of my life; 

it has gone out and departed from me as the taking down of a pitched tent; 

my spirit within me has become as the web of a weaver 

who approaches to cut it off. 

13 In that day I was given over until morning as to a lion in this way: He broke all my bones. 

For from daytime until night, I was given over. 

14 Like the swallow, so I will call; 

and like the dove, in the same way, I meditate. 

For my eyes came to an end to look to the heights of the heavens toward the Lord, 

who has rescued me and removed the pain of my soul. 

16 O Lord, for this matter was also reported to you, 

and you revived my breath; and being consoled, I live. 

17 For you chose my soul so that it would not perish, 

and you cast behind me all my sins. 

18 For the ones in Hades cannot praise you, 

neither do the dead honor you, 

nor those in Hades hope for your mercy. 

19 The ones who live will honor you whom I honor in the same way. 

For from this day I will produce children 

who will proclaim your righteousness, O Lord of my deliverance. 

20 And I will not cease praising you with a harp 

all the days of my life in the house of God.” 




The Prayer of Manasseh

8 The prayer of Manasseh. 

1 Lord Almighty, heavenly God of our fathers, 

of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and their righteous seed; 

2 you who made the heavens and the earth with all their order, 

3 you who shackled the oceans by the word of your command; 

who closed off the abyss and sealed it by your awesome and honorable name; 

4 at whom all shudder and tremble from the face of your power. 

5 Because the magnificence of your glory cannot be endured, 

and overwhelming is the wrath of your anger upon sinners. 

6 Immeasurable and also unsearchable is the compassion of your promise, 

7 because you are the Lord Most High, compassionate, patient and full of mercy 

and repenting at the wickedness of humanity. 

8 Therefore, you, O Lord the God of the righteous, did not establish repentance for the righteous— 

Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the ones who have not sinned against you— 

rather you established repentance for me, the sinner. 

9 Because I sinned beyond the number of grains of sand by the sea; 

because my lawless actions multiplied, 

and I am not worthy to gaze and see the heights of heaven 

because of the great number of my wrongdoings. 

10 Being bent over by many a chain of iron so that I might reject my sins, 

and I have no release from them; 

because I provoked your anger 

and practiced evil before you by setting up idols and multiplying my offenses. 

11 And now I bend the knee of my heart, begging kindness from you. 

12 I have sinned, Lord, I have sinned. 

And my lawless actions I know. 

13 I plead, begging you, 

“Release me, Lord, release me! 

May you not destroy me with my lawless actions; 

nor holding a grudge into eternity, keep my evil in mind, 

nor condemn me in the lowest parts of the earth, 

because you are the Lord, the God of those who repent.” 

14 And in me you make known your goodness; 

for unworthy though I am, you will save me according to your abundant compassion. 

15 And I praise you through all the days of my life 

because the whole force of heaven is singing praises to you, 

and yours is the glory for eternities. Amen. 




The Prayer of Azariah (Dan 3:26–45)

9 The prayer of Azariah. 

26 You are blessed, O Lord the God of our fathers, 

and worthy of praise, and glorious is your name for eternities. 

27 For you are righteous in all that you do for us, 

and all your works are trustworthy, and straight are your ways, 

and all your judgments are honest. 

28 And you made true judgments according to all you did for us 

and upon the holy city of our ancestors, Jerusalem; 

because in truth and judgment you brought all this because of our sin. 

29 For we sinned and behaved wickedly, drawing away from you, 

and we did wrong in everything. 

30 And we did not hear your commandments; 

we neither kept nor practiced as you commanded us 

so that it might be good for us. 

31 And as much as everything you brought upon us 

and as much as everything you did to us, you did in trustworthy judgment. 

32 And you gave us over to the hands of our enemies, lawless enemy rebels, 

and to an unjust king and the most wicked person from the entire earth. 

33 And now it is not for us to open our mouth; 

it has become for your servants and the ones who worship you a shame and disgrace. 

34 May you never give us up completely because of your name, 

and may you never turn away from your covenant. 

35 And do not remove your mercy from us 

for the sake of Abraham, the one loved by you, 

and for the sake of Isaac your servant and Israel your holy one, 

36 to whom you spoke to them, saying, 

“I will increase their seed like the stars of the heavens 

and like the sand beside the shore of the sea.” 

37 For, Master, we have become small compared to all the nations, 

and we have been humbled in all the earth today because of our sins. 

38 And in this time there is not a ruler or a prophet or a leader, 

and neither a burnt offering nor sacrifice nor offering nor incense 

nor a place to prepare an offering before you and find compassion. 

39 But being broken in soul and of a lowly spirit, may we be acceptable, 

40 as with whole burnt offerings of rams and bulls 

or with thousands of fattened lambs. 

In this way may our sacrifice come before you today, 

and may it be finished from behind you; 

because there is no shame for the ones who rely on you. 

41 And now we follow with our whole heart 

and fear you and seek your face. 

42 Do not disgrace us, 

but deal with us according to your equity 

and according to the abundance of your compassion. 

43 And rescue us according to your marvelous acts, 

and give glory to your name, O Lord. 

44 And may all those who are seen by your servants as evil be ashamed; 

may they be disgraced from all strength and power and may their might be shattered. 

45 And may they know that you are Lord, the only God, 

and you are honored in the whole inhabited earth. 




The Song of Our Fathers (Dan 3:52–88)

10 The song of our fathers. 

52 You are blessed, Lord God of our ancestors, 

and praiseworthy and highly exalted for eternities. 

Blessed be your holy name of your glory, 

and exceedingly praised and highly exalted for eternities. 

53 You are blessed in the temple of your holy glory 

and highly praised and highly glorified for eternities. 

54 You are blessed, you who look into the deep, sitting on the cherubs, 

and highly praised and exceedingly exalted for eternities. 

55 You are blessed upon the throne of your kingdom 

and highly praised and exceedingly exalted for eternities. 

56 You are blessed in the foundation of heaven 

and highly praised and highly glorified for eternities. 

57 Bless the Lord, all the works of the Lord; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

59 Bless the Lord, O heavens; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

58 Bless the Lord, O angels of the Lord; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

60 Bless the Lord, all the waters above the heavens; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

61 Bless the Lord, all the powers of the Lord; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

62 Bless the Lord, O sun and moon; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

63 Bless the Lord, O stars of the heavens; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

64 Bless the Lord, all rain and dew; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

65 Bless the Lord, all the spirits; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

66 Bless the Lord, O fire and heat; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

67 Bless the Lord, O winter and summer; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

68 Bless the Lord, O dew and snow; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

71 Bless the Lord, O night and days; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

72 Bless the Lord, O light and darkness; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

69 Bless the Lord, O frost and cold; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

70 Bless the Lord, O frost and snow; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

73 Bless the Lord, O lightning and clouds; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

74 Let the earth bless the Lord; 

let it sing, and let it exalt him for eternities. 

75 Bless the Lord, O mountains and hills; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

76 Bless the Lord, all plants in the earth; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

77 Bless the Lord, O springs; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

78 Bless the Lord, O seas and rivers; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

79 Bless the Lord, O great fish and all those who move in waters; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

80 Bless the Lord, all birds of the heavens; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

81 Bless the Lord, O wild animals and all livestock; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

82 Bless the Lord, O sons of humans; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

83 Let Israel bless the Lord; 

let it sing, and let it exalt him for eternities. 

84 Bless the Lord, O priests of the Lord; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

85 Bless the Lord, O servants of the Lord; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

86 Bless the Lord, O spirits and souls of righteousness; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

87 Bless the Lord, those who are holy and humbled in their hearts; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 

88 Bless the Lord, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael; 

sing and exalt him for eternities. 




The Prayer of Mary (Luke 1:46–55)

11 The prayer of Mary, the mother of God. 

46 My soul magnifies the Lord, 

47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; 

48 for he looked on the lowliness of his servant. 

For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed. 

49 For the mighty one did great things for me, 

and his name is holy. 

50 And his mercy from generation to generation 

is for the ones who fear him. 

51 He performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

he scattered the arrogant in the thoughts of their hearts. 

52 He brought down the rulers from their thrones, 

and he lifted up the low. 

53 He filled the hungry with good things, 

and he sent the rich away empty. 

54 He helped his servant Israel to remember his mercy, 

55 as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham, 

and to his seed until eternity. 




The Prayer of Simeon (Luke 2:29–32)

12 The prayer of Simeon. 

29 Now, release your slave, Master, 

according to your word, in peace; 

30 because my eyes have seen your deliverance, 

31 which you prepared in the face of all the people, 

32 a light for revelation for the nations 

and the glory of your people Israel. 




The Prayer of Zechariah (Luke 1:68–79)

13 The prayer of Zechariah. 

68 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 

for he visited and he carried out redemption for his people. 

69 And he raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David, his servant, 

70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets frometernity: 

71 deliverance from our enemies and from the hand of all the ones who hate us; 

72 to show mercy among our fathers and to remember his holy≈covenant, 

73 the oath that he swore to Abraham our father, 

to grant us deliverance fearlessly from the hands of our enemies, 

75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

76 And you also, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 

for you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways, 

77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of our sins; 

78 because of the merciful heart of our God 

by which the rising sun came to us from heaven, 

79 to give light in the darkness and in the shadow of death, 

being placed to guide our feet into the way of peace. 




The Morning Hymn

14 Morning hymn. 

1 Glory to God in the highest, 

2 and on earth peace, 

3 goodwill to humankind. 

4 We praise you; 

5 we honor you; 

6 we worship you; 

7 we glorify you; 

8 we are thankful to you 

9 because of your great glory, 

10 Lord King, 

11 O heaven, 

12 God, Father Almighty, 

13 Lord, only fathered Son 

14 Jesus Christ, 

15 and Holy Spirit. 

16 Lord God, 

17 Lamb of God, 

18 the Son of the Father, 

19 the one who removes the sins of the world, 

20 show us mercy. 

21 The one who removes the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

22 Accept our petition, 

23 the one who sits at the right hand of the Father; 

24 show us mercy, 

25 because you alone are holy, 

26 you are alone Lord, 

27 Jesus Christ, 

28 to the glory of God the father. Amen. 

29 Through each day, I will honor you, 

30 and I will praise your name for eternity 

31 and eternity of eternity. 

32 May you consider us worthy, Lord, even this day 

33 that we might be kept blameless. 

34 Blessed are you, Lord God of our ancestors, 

35 and worthy of praise and glorified is your name for eternities. Amen. 

36 Blessed are you, Lord, teach me your duties; 

37 Blessed are you, Lord, teach me your duties; 

38 Blessed are you, Lord, teach me your duties; 

39 Lord, you have become our refuge from generation to generation. 

40 I said, “Lord, show me mercy. 

41 Heal my soul because I sinned against you. 

42 Lord, I flee for refuge toward you, 

43 teach me to do your will because you are my God, 

44 because from you is a spring of life, 

45 in your light, we will see light, 

46 may you extend your compassion to those who know you.” 





TOBIT—ALTERNATE TEXTa




Introduction

1 The book of the accounts of Tobit son of Tobiel, son of Hananiel, son of Aduel, son of Gabael, son of Raphael, son of Raguel, from the descendants of Jahzeel, from the tribe of Naphtali, 2 who was taken into captivity in the days of Shalmaneser, king of the Assyrians, from Thisbe, which is to the right of Kedesh of Naphtali, in upper Galilee above Asher toward the west, left of Peor. 

Tobit’s Righteousness and Captivity in Nineveh

3 I, Tobit, walked in the ways of truth and in righteousness all the days of my life, and I performed many charitous acts for my brothers and for my people who went with me into captivity in the region of the Assyrians, that is, to Nineveh. 4 Now when I was in my region in the land of Israel, and when I was young, the whole tribe of Naphtali, my father, withdrew from the house of David, my father, and from Jerusalem, the city—from all the tribes of Israel, for the purpose of sacrificing for all the tribes of Israel, and the temple of the resting place of God was consecrated there, and it was made into a permanent building in that place for all generations forever. 5 All my brothers and the house of Naphtali, my father, sacrificed to the calf that Jeroboam the king of Israel fashioned in Dan on all the mountains of Galilee. 6 But I went often completely alone to Jerusalem during the feasts, as it is written for all Israel in an everlasting decree. I would run off to Jerusalem, taking the firstfruits and the firstlings and the tithes of the flocks and herds and the first cut of the sheep. 7 And I would give them to the priests, that is, the sons of Aaron, at the altar, and also the tenth of the wine and the grain and olive oil and pomegranates and the rest of the fruits to the sons of Levi, to the attendants in Jerusalem. And I would save for payment in money a second tithe for six years, and I would go and spend it in Jerusalem every year. 8 And I would give them to the orphans and to the widows and converts having devoted themselves to the sons of Israel. I would bring it, and I would give it to them in the third year, and we would eat them in accordance with the ordinance commanded concerning them in the law of Moses and in accordance with the commands that Deborah the mother of Hananiel gave our father, for my father left me to be an orphan and died. 9 And when I became a man, I took a woman from the descendants of our people, and I bore a son by her, and I called his name Tobias. 10 After being taken into captivity into Assyria, and when I was brought as a prisoner, we went into Nineveh, and all my brothers and those who belonged to my people ate the food of the Gentiles. 11 But I guarded my soul so as to not eat the food of the Gentiles. 12 And when I remembered my God with all my soul, 13 and the Most High God gave to me good favor and a good impression before Shalmaneser, and I used to buy for him all things for his use. 14 And I used to go into Media and buy goods for him from there until he died. And I entrusted money bags with Gabael the brother of Gabri in the region of Media totaling ten talents of silver. 

Burying the Dead

15 But when Shalmaneser died, and Sennacherib, his son, ruled in his place, and the roads of Media went away, then I was able no longer to go into Media. 16 In the days of Shalmaneser, I performed many merciful acts for my brothers who were from my people. 17 I would give my food to those who were hungry and clothes to the naked, and if I should notice that someone from my people died, and had been thrown out beyond the walls of Nineveh, I would bury him. 18 And if Sennacherib killed someone when that one departed, fleeing from Judah in those days of judgment, which the King of Heaven determined for him concerning the blasphemous words which he was speaking slanderously, I buried him. For because of his wrath, he killed many people who belonged to the sons of Israel, and I stole their bodies, and I buried them. And Sennacherib searched for them, but he did not find them. 19 Then a certain one from Nineveh went and made it apparent to the king the matter concerning me, namely, that I was burying them, and I hid myself. And when I came to know that the king learned about me and that I was being pursued so that I might die, I was afraid, and I ran away. 20 And everything was seized, whatever belonged to me, and nothing was left for me that was not taken into the royal treasury, except Hannah, my wife, and Tobias, my son. 21 And forty days did not pass before the time when two of his sons killed him, and they fled to the mountains of Ararat. And Esar-haddon, his son, ruled after him and appointed Ahikar, the son of my brother, Hanael, over all the accounts of his kingdom, and he had authority over the whole administration. 22 Then Ahikar made a case encouraging good favor for me, and I returned to Nineveh, for Ahikar was the chief cupbearer and the one over the signet and administrator and accountant for Sennacherib, king of the Assyrians. And Esar-haddon positioned him second in command. He was my nephew and from the same family as me. 




Tobit Goes Blind

2 And at the time of the reign of King Esar-haddon, I returned to my house, and my wife, Hannah, and my son, Tobias, were returned to me. And at the time of Pentecost, our feast that is during sacred weeks, a delicious dinner was made for me, and I sat down to eat it. 2 And the table was set before me, and a large amount of cooked food was set before me, and I said to Tobias, my son, “Child, go, and whomever you find that is needy among our kin from the Ninevite prisoners who remembers the Lord with all his heart, bring him, and he will eat together with me. And take notice, I will wait for you, child, until you come back.” 3 And Tobias went to look for some needy person from our people and, having returned, he said, “Father!” And I said to him, “Look! It is me, child.” And, having answered, he said, “Father, look! Someone who belongs to our people has been murdered and was thrown into the marketplace, and there now he lies, strangled.” 4 And, having jumped up, I abandoned the dinner before I even tasted it, and I carried the body away from the open space. And I put it into one of the small houses until the sun had set and I could bury it. 5 Then, having returned, I washed and ate the food in sorrow. 6 And I remembered the saying of the prophet Amos, that he spoke against Bethel, saying, “Your festivals shall be turned into mourning and all your roads into lamentation.”a 7 And I wept, and when the sun had set, I went out and dug a hole, and I buried him. 8 And my neighbors mocked me, saying, “Is he not even afraid now?” (For already I was sought after to be killed concerning this matter.) “And he ran away!” And again, “Look, he is burying the dead bodies!” 9 And the same night I washed myself, and I went into my courtyard. And I fell asleep by the wall of the courtyard. Now, my face had been exposed due to the scorching heat. 10 And I did not know that there were sparrows on the wall above me; and their warm droppings came down onto my eyes, and it produced white films. And I went to physicians to be cured, and the more they treated me with medications, so much more my eyes were made blind on account of the white films until I was completely blinded. And I was without use of my eyes for four years, and all my brothers were grief-stricken over me. And Cyaxares tended to me for two years until he went to Elymais. 11 And at that time, Hannah, my wife, earned money by feminine work. 12 And she used to send what she made to the owners of them, and they would give her the payment, and on the seventh day of Dystros, she cut the piece of woven cloth, and she sent it to the owners, and they gave her the whole payment. And they gave her a kid of goats for the hearth. 13 And when she came toward me, the kid began to bleat, and I summoned her, and I said, “From what place is this goat? It is not stolen, is it? Give it back to its owners, for we do not have the authority to eat anything stolen.” 14 But she said to me, “It was given to me for a gift over and beyond my wages.” But I did not believe her, and I told her to return it to the owners. And I became red in the face with anger toward her because of this. Then, answering, she said to me, “And where are your merciful acts? Where are your righteous deeds? See! Such things are known about you.” 




Tobit Prays for Death

3 And I was deeply grieved in my soul. And I groaned and wept, and I began to pray with moans, 2 “You are just, Lord, and all your deeds are just, and all your ways are mercy and truth. You judge the world. 3 And now, you, Lord, remember me and look after me. And do not punish me according to my sins and because of my mistakes and those my fathers sinned against you. 4 And I disobeyed your commands. And you gave us over into plunder and captivity and death, and to be a proverb and a byword, and a disgrace in all the nations among whom you scattered us. 5 And now, your many judgments are fair, which you carry out against me concerning my sins, for we have not obeyed your commands and not walked faithfully before you. 6 And now, do with me according to that which is pleasing to you, and order my spirit to be taken away from me so that I may be released from the face of the earth and that I may become dust. Therefore, it is more profitable for me to die than to live because I have heard false insults, and much grief is with me. Command, Lord, that I might be set free from this distress; deliver me into the eternal place, and do not turn away your face, Lord, from me. Therefore, it is more profitable for me to die than to see so much distress in my life, that is, to not hear such insults.” 

Raguel’s Daughter Is Falsely Accused

7 On this same day it happened that Sarah, the daughter of Raguel, was in Ecbatana of Media, and she was listening to insults by one of the maidservants of her own father. 8 For she was given in marriage to seven men, but Asmodeus, the evil demon, killed them before they could be with her as it is fixed by custom for wives. And the maidservant said to her, “You are the one who killed your husbands. Look! Already you have been given in marriage to seven men, and you have not been named by one of them. 9 Why do you whip us because of your husbands, that is, because they died? Go off with them, and may we not see a son nor a daughter for eternity.” 10 On that day she was grieved in her soul, and she wept. And she ascended into an upstairs room belonging to her father, and she wanted to hang herself. And she reconsidered and said, “May they not ever revile my father and say to him, ‘You had one beloved daughter, and she hanged herself because of her troubles.’ So I will bring my aged father down with sorrow into Hades. It is more profitable for me not to hang myself but, instead, to pray to the Lord so that I might die and no longer listen to insults in my lifetime.” 11 At the same time, when she stretched out her hands toward the window, she prayed and said, “Blessed are you, God of merciful acts, and blessed is your name for eternity, and may you bless all your works for eternity. 12 And now, I have set my face and my gaze toward you. 13 Speak out so that I may be set free from the earth and I will not hear insults any longer. 14 You know, Master, that I am clean and innocent of all impurity from a man. 15 And I have not defiled my name nor the name of my father in the land of my captivity. I am my father’s only child, and he has no other child that can be an heir for him. Nor does he have a brother close to him or another relative that I should keep myself for him as a wife. Already seven husbands have died because of me, and what purpose do I have to live any longer? If it does not seem good to you to kill me, Lord, now listen to the insult set upon me.” 

The Prayers of Tobit and Sarah are Heard

16 At the same time, the prayer of both was heard before the glory of God. 17 And Raphael was sent to heal the two: Tobit by removing the white films from his eyes so that he might see with his eyes the light of God; and Sarah, the daughter of Raguel, by giving her to Tobias, son of Tobit, as wife, and by separating Asmodeus, the evil demon, from her. For Tobias was appointed to take possession of her beyond all those who were wanting to take her. At that time, Tobit went back from the courtyard into his house, and Sarah, the daughter of Raguel, also came down from the upstairs room. 




Tobit’s Instruction to His Son

4 On that day, Tobit remembered the money that he entrusted to Gabael in Rages of Media. 2 And he said in his heart, “Look! I asked for my own death. Why should I not summon Tobias, my son, and I will inform him about this money before I die?” 3 So he summoned Tobias, his son. And he came to him, and Tobit said to him, “Bury me appropriately and honor your mother. And do not abandon her all the days of her life. And do what is pleasing before her, and do not grieve her spirit in any matter. 4 Remember her, dear child, because she has seen much distress on account of you while you were in her womb. And whenever she dies, bury her alongside me in one grave. 5 And all your days, dear child, remember the Lord, and do not promote desires to sin and transgress his commands. Perform righteous deeds all the days of your life, and do not walk according to the ways of the unrighteousness. 6 For the ones who carry out covenantal faithfulness will be made prosperous in their works. And to all those who do righteousness,a 19 the Lord will give good counsel to them, and whomever he wishes, the Lord brings down to the very bottom of Hades. And now, dear child, remember these commands, and let them not be erased from your heart. 20 And now, dear child, let me inform you that I entrusted ten silver talents to Gabael, son of Gabri, in Rages of Media. 21 And do not fear, dear child, as if we have become poor. There are waiting for you many good things if you fear God and flee from every act of sin. And do good things before the Lord your God.” 




Tobias and the Angel Raphael

5 Then Tobias answered and said to Tobit, his father, “All that you have commanded me I will do, father. 2 But how will I be able to take it from him since he does not know me and I do not know him? What sign should I offer to him such that he might acknowledge me and believe me and give me the money? Also, I do not know the way to Media so that I may travel to that place.” 3 Then, answering, Tobit said to Tobias, his son, “He gave his bond to me, and I gave my bond to him. And I divided his into two parts, and we took each one part. And I put my part with the money. And now, look, it is twenty years after which I set aside this money. And now, dear child, seek out for yourself a trustworthy person who will go with you, and we will pay to him wages until whatever time you come back. But take back from him this money.” 4 So Tobias went out to find a person who would go with him to Media, who had knowledge of the way. And he went out and found the angel Raphael standing in front of him. But he did not know that he was an angel of God. 5 And he said to him, “Where are you from, young man?” And he said to him, “From the sons of Israel, your brothers, and I came here to work.” And he said to him, “Do you know the way to go to Media?” 6 And he said to him, “Yes, I have gone there many times. And I am experienced in and know all the roads. I have gone many times to Media, and I have lodged with Gabael, our brother, who lives in Ecbatana of Media. And it is a distance by road two full days from Ecbatana to Garras. For Ecbatana lies on the mountain in the middle of the plain.” 7 And he said to him, “Wait for me, young man, until the time when I have gone inside and should tell my father. For I have a need for you to go with me, and I will pay you your wages.” 8 And he said to him, “Look, I am going to wait alone; do not take too long.” 

9 And when he went inside, Tobias told his father, Tobit, and said to him, “Look! I found someone among our brothers, from the sons of Israel.” And he said to him, “Summon this person for me so that I may know what is his heritage and from what sort of tribe he originates, and if he is trustworthy so that he might travel with you, dear child.” And Tobias went out and summoned him and said to him, “Young man, my father is summoning you.” 10 And he went to him, and Tobit greeted him first. And he said to him, “May there be great joy for you.” But answering, Tobit said to him, “What joy still remains for me? I am a man without use for my eyes, and I cannot see the light of heaven. Instead, I lie in the darkness as the dead who can no longer see the light. Though living, I am among the dead. I hear the voice of human beings, but I do not see them.” And he said to him, “Take heart, it is nearly time for you to be healed by God. Take heart!” And Tobit said to him, “Tobias, my son, desires to go to Media. Are you able to go along with him and direct him? Then I will give you your wages, brother.” And he said to him, “I will be able to go with him, and I know all the directions. And I have gone to Media many times, and I have traveled through all its plains. And I know the mountains and all its roads.” 11 And he said to him, “Brother, from what family do you originate? And from what tribe? Explain to me, brother.” 12 And he said, “What need do you have in knowing my tribe?” And he said to him, “I wish to know who you truly are, brother, and what your name is.” 13 And he said to him, “I am Azariah, son of Hananiah the Great, one of your brothers.” 14 And he said to him, “In good health may you go and be protected by God, brother. And do not be angry with me, brother, because I wanted to know the truth even about your family. Now you happen to be a brother. And you are from a good and respectable lineage. I knew Hananiah and Nathan, the two sons of Shemeliah the Great. And they used to go with me to Jerusalem and worship with me there, and they were not led astray. Your kin are good men. You are from a good stock. And may you go with joy.” 15 And he said to him, “I am giving to you the wage of a drachma per day, and what is necessary for you in equivalence to my son. So go with my son, 16 and I will be before you for pay.” And he said to him, “I will go with him. Do not be afraid! In good health we will depart, and in good health we will return to you, for the path is safe.” 17 And he said to him, “May there be a blessing on you, brother.” And he called his son and said to him, “Dear child, prepare whatever you need for the road and go out with your brother. And may the God who is in heaven preserve you there, and may he bring you back to me safely. And may his angel accompany you for your safety, dear child.” And he went out to proceed on his way, and he kissed his father and mother. And Tobit said to him, “Go in good health.” 18 And his mother lamented and said to Tobit, “Why is it that you have sent my child? Is he not the staff of our hand as he goes in and goes out before us? 19 Money should not precede money, but let it be treated like refuse for our child! 20 As it has been given for us to live before the Lord, this is enough for us.” 21 And he said to her, “Do not worry,a our child will go in good health, and in good health he will come back to us. And your eyes will see him on the day that he returns to you well. You have no reason; do not be afraid about them, sister. 22 For a good angel will accompany him, and 




6 his way will be made clear, and he will return safely.” 1 And she became quiet, no longer lamenting. 

Tobias and the Fish

2 And the son went out, and the angel along with him, and the dog came out with him and went along with them. And they both went along, and it became one night. And they spent the night alongside the Tigris river. 3 And the son stooped down to wash his feet in the Tigris river, and a great fish leapt out of the water and tried to swallow the young man’s foot, and he cried out. 4 And the angel said to the boy, “Grab hold and take possession of the fish!” So the boy overpowered the fish and brought it up onto the bank. 5 And the angel said to him, “Tear apart the fish and remove the gall bladder and the heart and its liver. And set them aside for yourself, and discard the entrails. For it can be a useful drug, the gall bladder and the heart and its liver.” 6 And after the boy tore apart the fish, he collected the gall bladder and the heart and the liver. And he cooked the fish and ate some of it and left the rest of it to be salted. And they both carried on together until they drew near to Media. 7 And then the boy asked the angel and said to him, “Azariah, my brother, what sort of drug is found in the heart and the liver of the fish, and in the gall bladder?” 8 And he said to him, “As for the heart and the liver of the fish, you must make a smoky fire before a man or a woman who has happened upon a demon or evil spirit, and every effect will disappear from him. And they will not remain with him for eternity. 9 And as for the gall bladder, you must rub the eyes of a person where white films have appeared upon them. Blow on them, upon the white films, and they will be healthy.” 

Raphael’s Counsel to Tobias

10 And when he entered into Media and drew near already to Ecbatana, 11 Raphael said to the boy, “Tobias, my brother.” And he said to him, “Look! Here I am.” And he said to him, “We must stay in the home of Raguel this night. And this man is your relative, and he has a daughter whose name is Sarah. 12 And he has no male son nor a daughter of his own other than Sarah, and you, a close relative to her, are first before all other men to make a hereditary claim over her. Also, it is appropriate for you to inherit that which belongs to her father. And the young lady is sensible and courageous and very beautiful, and her father is respectable.” 13 And he said, “It is appropriate for you to take her in marriage. Now listen, my brother, and I will talk to the father about the young lady this very night so that we may take her for you as a bride. And when we return from Raguel, we will perform the wedding celebration for her. I know that Raguel will not be able to distance her from you or to set her up with another man except under penalty of death according to the judgment of the book of Moses—and because he knows that the inheritance belongs to you so that you may take his daughter in the first place beyond all other men. And now, listen to me, brother, and let us speak about the young lady this night, and we will seek her out in marriage for you. And when we return from Rages, we will take her and lead her away with us to your house.” 14 Then Tobias answered and said to Raphael, “Azariah, my brother, I have heard that she has been given in marriage already to seven men and they died in their bridal chamber. On the night when they went in to be with her, they died. And I have heard people saying that a demon killed them. 15 And now I am afraid because it does not mistreat her, but whoever wishes to come close to her, it kills that very person. I am the only son of my father. I should not die and bring down the life of my father and my mother into their grave with grief on account of me. For there is no other son of theirs to bury them.” 16 And he said to him, “Do you not remember the commands of your father that he gave you to find a wife from the house of your father? And now, listen to me, my brother, and do not have concern over this demon, and accept this young lady. I know that this night a wife will be given in marriage to you. 17 And when you go into the bridal chamber, take some of the liver of the fish and the heart and set them on the ashes of the incense, and the aroma will circulate. 18 And the demon will catch wind of it and flee, and he will no longer appear around her for all eternity. And when you are about to be intimate with her, both of you should stand up first and pray and ask the Lord of heaven that he may have mercy and bring safety to you. Do not fear. For she was set apart for you before eternity. And you will rescue her, and she will go with you. And I am confident that children will be produced for you by her, who will be like brothers to you. Have no concern!” And when Tobias heard these words of Raphael, namely, that she is a female relative of his from the descent of the house of his father, he fell deeply in love with her, and his heart clung to her. 




In the Home of Raguel

7 And when he entered Ecbatana, he said to him, “Azariah, my brother, take me directly to Raguel, our brother.” So he took him to the house of Raguel, and they found him sitting by the door of the courtyard. And they greeted him first, and he said to them, “A welcome to you, great brothers. It is nice that you have come in good health!” And he led them into his house. 2 And Adnah, his wife, said, “This young man looks just like Tobit, my brother.” 3 And Adnah asked them and said to them, “Where are you from, my brothers?” And they said to her, “We are from the sons of Naphtali; we are among the captives in Nineveh.” 4 And she said to them, “Do you know Tobit, our brother?” And they said to her, “We do know him.” And she said to them, “Is he well?” 5 And they said to her, “He is in good health and alive.” And Tobias said, “He is my father.” 6 And Raguel leapt up and embraced him and wept. 7 And he opened his mouth and said to him, “May a great blessing be upon you, my child! You are one from a noble and respectable father. O what wretched wickedness, that a man was blinded who is righteous and performs merciful acts.” And clinging to the neck of Tobias, his brother, he wept more. 8 And Adnah, his wife, wept because of him, and also Sarah, their daughter, wept. 9 And he slaughtered a ram from the flock and welcomed them readily. 

Tobias and Sarah Wed

And when they had bathed and washed themselves and sat down to eat dinner, Tobias said to Raphael, “Azariah, my brother, talk to Raguel so that he will offer to me Sarah, my kinswoman.” 10 And Raguel heard the conversation and said to the boy, “Eat and drink and have joy this night. For there is no man who waits to take Sarah, my daughter, before you, my brother, just as also I do not have the authority to give her to another man before you. For you are the closest relative of mine, and I will tell you the whole truth, my child. 11 I have given her in marriage to seven men of our brothers, and all of them died on the night when they went to be with her. And now, my child, eat and drink, and the Lord will work among you.” And Tobias said, “I will not eat right now nor will I drink until you resolve the problems that pertain to me.” And Raguel said to him, “I will do so. She is to be given to you according to the judgment of the book of Moses, and by heaven it has been decided that she is to be promised to you. Take your kinswoman as your wife. From now on, you are her brother, and she is your sister. She has been promised to you from today and onward to eternity. And the Lord of heaven will make you prosperous, my child, this night. And may he bestow on you mercy and peace.” 12 And Raguel summoned Sarah, his daughter, and she came to him. And, taking her hand, he gave her over to him and said, “Accept her as your wife according to the law and according to the judgment that has been written in the book of Moses to give you a wife. Take her and lead her away to your father safely, and may the God of heaven bless you with peace.” 13 And he summoned her mother and said, “Bring a scroll.” And he wrote a contract of a scroll of cohabitation in marriage. And so he gave her to him as a wife according to the judgment of the law of Moses. 14 From that time he began to eat and to drink. 15 And Raguel called Edna, his wife, and said to her, “Sister, prepare the other chamber, and take her there.” 16 And she went to make up the bed for the chamber as he told her, and she led her there. And she wept for her and dried her tears and said to her, 17 “Be brave, dear daughter. May the Lord of heaven give you joy in place of your sorrow. Be brave, dear daughter.” And she went out. 




Tobias Defies the Demon

8 And when they were done eating and drinking, they wanted to go to bed. So they directed the young man and took him into the inner room. 2 And Tobias remembered the words of Raphael, so he took the liver of the fish and the heart from the bag that he carried. And he put the parts on the ashes of the incense. 3 And the aroma of the fish restrained the demon, and he fled upwards to the remotest parts of Egypt. And Raphael went and bound his feet there and tied him up at once. 4 And the parents went outside and shut the door of the inner room. And Tobias got up from the bed and said to her, “Sister, stand up; pray and ask our Lord that he may bestow on us mercy and well-being.” 5 And she stood up, and they began to pray and to ask the Lord that they would have safety. And he began to say, “Blessed are you, O God of our fathers, and your name is blessed for all eternities of the generation. Let the heavens bless you and your whole creation for eternity. 6 You created Adam and made for him a helper, a supporter, his wife Eve, and from both of them came the seed of the human race. And you said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. Let us make for him a helper like him.’ 7 And now, I did not take this kinswoman of mine for the sake of sexual gratification, but rather out of faithfulness. Grant that mercy may be shown upon her and me and that we may grow old together.” 8 And they said together, “Amen.” 9 And they fell asleep for the night. 

But after Raguel stood up, he called the household servants to himself. And they went out and dug a grave. 10 For he said, “Perhaps he died and we might become a laughingstock and a cause for insult.” 11 And when they finished digging the grave, Raguel went into the house and summoned his wife. 12 And he said, “Send one of the maidservants. And let her go inside and see whether he is alive. But if he has died, we should bury him so that no one may know.” 13 And they sent the maidservant, and she lit the lamp and opened the door. And she went in and found them lying down and fast asleep together. 14 And when the maidservant came out, she told them that he was alive and there was no problem. 15 And they blessed the God of heaven and said, “Blessed are you, O God, with every pure blessing; let them bless you for all eternities. 16 And blessed are you because you made me glad; and it did not happen as I had presumed, but, according to your abundant mercy, you acted in such a way toward us. 17 And blessed are you because you had mercy on two only children. Grant to them, Master, mercy and safety; and fill up their lives with joy and compassion.” 18 Then he said to his household servants, “Cover up the grave before dawn has come to be.” 

19 And he told his wife to make plenty of bread; and walking to the herd, he led two oxen and four rams. And he said to kill them, and they started making preparations. 20 And he summoned Tobias and said to him, “Do not leave here for fourteen days, but here you will remain, eating and drinking with me. And you will gladden the soul of my daughter, a life that has been much afflicted. 21 And whatever I have, take at once half and go in good health to your father. And whenever I along with my wife die, the other half will be yours. Take heart, my child, I am your father and Adnah your mother; and we are with you now, as well as your kinswoman. We will be from now to eternity. Take heart, my child!” 




The Money Is Recovered

9 Then Tobias called Raphael and said to him, 2 “Brother Azariah, take with you four servants and two camels, and go to Rages. And go to Gabael and give him the bond. Take the money and bring him with you to the wedding. 4 For you know that my father will be counting the days, and if I waste a single day, I will put him in much distress. 3 And you see what Raguel swore, and I am not able to break his oath.” 5 And Raphael set out along with the four servants and the two camels to Rages of Media, and they stayed with Gabael. And he gave him his bond, and he told him about Tobais, the son of Tobit—namely, that he took in marriage a wife and that he was inviting him to the wedding. And he stood up and counted over to him the money bags with the seals. And they set them upon the camels. 6 And they both rose early in the morning and went to the wedding celebration. And they arrived at the house of Raguel and found Tobias seated at a table. And he jumped up and greeted him, and Gabael wept and blessed him. And he said to him, “Good and noble man, descended from one who is good and noble, righteous and generous in merciful acts, may the Lord grant you a blessing from heaven and to your wife and your father and the mother of your wife. Blessed be God because now I have seen Tobit, my cousin, that is, one who is close in appearance to him.” 




Tobias’ Parents Grow Anxious

10 Each day after day, Tobit kept track of the days—in how many for Tobias’ going and in how many for his returning. And when these days had passed and his son did not arrive, 2 he said, “Perhaps he was delayed there? Or perhaps Gabael died and there was no one to give him the money?” 3 And he began to grieve. 4 And his wife, Hannah, said, “My child has been killed, and he remains no longer among the living!” And she began to lament and to wail for her son and said, 5 “Woe to me, my child, for I let you leave, O light of my eyes!” 6 But Tobit was saying to her, “Quiet down. Do not have concern, my sister. He is fine. Indeed, some distraction came upon him there. And the man who went with him is reliable and one of our brothers. Do not grieve for him, my sister. He is already coming back.” 7 And she said to him, “You should be quiet before me! And do not deceive me. My child has died.” And every day she would leap up and scan the road on which her son departed. And she was not consoled by anyone. And when the sun had set, she would go back inside and wail and lament throughout the whole night, and she had no sleep. 

And when the fourteen days of the wedding celebration had passed, which Raguel had sworn to observe for his daughter, Tobias went to him and said, “Send me back. For I know that my father and my mother do not believe that they will see me again. And now I entreat you, father, hoping that you will send me back and I can go to my father. I explained already to you how I left him.” 8 And Raguel said to Tobias, “Stay here, my child. Stay with me, and I am going to send messengers to your father, Tobit, and they will explain to him about you.” 9 And he said to him, “Certainly not! I entreat you to send me back from here to my father.” 10 And Raguel stood up and handed over to Tobias his wife Sarah and half of all that belonged to him: servants, maidservants, cows, sheep, donkeys, camels, clothing, silver, and furniture. 11 And he sent them off safely. And he embraced him and said to him, “Farewell, my child. Go in good health. May the Lord of heaven give you success and also your wife, Sarah. And may I see children of yours before I die.” 12 And he said to his daughter, Sarah, “Go to your father-in-law, because from now on they are your parents as if they had begotten you. Go in peace, dear daughter. May I hear about you a good report as long as I live.” And saying farewell, he sent them away. And Adnah said to Tobias, “My child and beloved brother, may the Lord bring you back so that I may see your children as long as I am alive and the children of Sarah, my daughter, before I die. Before the Lord, I entrust to you my daughter as a deposit. Do not cause grief for her all the days your life, my child. Go in peace. From now on I am your mother, and Sarah is your sister. May we prosper all togethera for all the days of our life.” And she kissed both of them and sent them off with good wishes. 13 And Tobias went away from Raguel well and with joy. And he was blessing the Lord of heaven and earth, who is king over all, because he blessed his way. And he said to him, “May it be prosperous for you to honor them all the days their of life.” 




The Journey Home

11 And as they drew near to Kaserin, which is opposite Nineveh, 2 Raphael said, “You know how we have left your father. 3 Let us run ahead of your wife and prepare the house to which they are coming.” 4 And they both went along together, and he said to him, “Hold the gall bladder in your hands.” And the Lord went along with them from behind him and her son. 5 And Hannah sat down, scanning the road for her son. 6 And she noticed him coming and said to his father, “Look! Your son is coming along with the man who went with him.” 7 And Raphael said to Tobias before he drew near to his father, “I know that his eyes will be opened. 8 Smear the gall bladder of the fish on his eyes, and the medicine will spread, and the white films will peel off of his eyes. And your father will look up again and see the light.” 9 And she ran and clung to the neck of her son and said to him, “I have seen you, my child. Now I may die.” And she wept. 10 And Tobit stood up and stumbled on his feet. And he went out of the door of the courtyard. And Tobias proceeded toward him, 11 and the gall bladder of the fish was in his hand. And he blew on his eyes and held him. And he said, “Take heart, father.” And he set the medicine on him and applied it. 12–13 And he peeled each of them with his hands from the corners of his eyes. And he clung to his neck 14 and wept and said to him, “I have become able to see you, my child, the light of my eyes!” And he said, “Blessed be God, and blessed be his great name. And blessed be all his holy angels. May his great name be upon us, and blessed be all the angels for all eternity, 15 because he afflicted me, but look, I see Tobias, my son.” And Tobias went in rejoicing and blessing God with his whole body, and Tobias showed his father that his journey had gone well and that he had brought the money, and how he had taken Sarah, Raguel’s daughter, as wife, and that look, she was on her way, and she was close to the gate of Nineveh. 

Tobit’s Sight Restored

16 And he went out to meet his bride, and he was rejoicing and blessing God as he went toward the gate of Nineveh. And those inhabitants in Nineveh saw him coming, and he was crossing over with his full strength and with no one leading him by hand; and they were amazed. 17 And Tobit confessed before them that God had mercy on him and opened his eyes. And Tobit approached Sarah, the wife of Tobias, his son, and he blessed her and said to her, “Come in as you are welcome, daughter. Blessed be your God who brought you to us, daughter. And blessed is your father, and blessed is Tobias, my son, and blessed are you, daughter. Enter into your house, as you are welcome, with praise and delight. Enter, daughter.” On this same day there was rejoicing among all the Jews who were in Nineveh. 18 And Ahikar and Nadab, his relatives, were there rejoicing with Tobit. 




Raphael Discloses Himself

12 And when the wedding celebration had ended, Tobit summoned Tobias, his son. And he said to him, “My child, see to it that you give the payment to the man who went with you, and add extra for him toward his payment.” 2 And he said to him, “Father, how much should I give to him for the payment? It would not hurt to give him half of the goods that have come back with me. 3 He brought me back safely, and he helped my wife, and he carried the money with me, and he healed you. How much more should I give to him for payment?” 4 And Tobit said to him, “It is justifiable for him, my child, to receive half of all of which he carried when he returned.” 5 And he summoned him and said, “Take half of all of which you carried when you came back as your payment, and go in good health.” 6 Then he called the two aside privately and said to them, 

“Bless God and acknowledge him before all the living, 

what good things he has done for you. 

Bless and sing about his name. 

Declare the acts of God to all mortals with honor, 

and do not hesitate to acknowledge him. 

7 It is good to hide the secret of a king, 

but it is good to acknowledge and to disclose the works of God 

and confess them with honor. 

Do what is good, and evil will not find you. 

8 Prayer with faithfulness is good, 

but mercy with righteousness is better; 

or wealth with wrongdoing is good for oneself, 

but to perform an act of mercy is better, 

or better than to store up gold. 

9 Merciful acts rescue one from death, and it cleanses all sin. 

Those who perform acts of mercy are filled with life. 

10 Those who do what is sinful and who perform acts of injustice are enemies of their own lives.” 

11 “I will tell you the whole truth, and I will not hide from you even one word. Already I have shown you, and I said, ‘It is good to hide a secret of a king but better to disclose the works of God with honor.’ 12 And now, when you prayed along with Sarah, it was I who brought the record of your prayer before the glory of the Lord, and similarly when you buried the dead bodies. 13 And when you did not hesitate to stand up and to abandon your dinner and used to go and bury the dead, 14 then I was sent to you to test you. And, at the same time, God sent me to cure your daughter-in-law, Sarah. 15 I am Raphael, one of the seven angels who stand close by and enter before the glory of the Lord.” 

16 And the two men were shocked and fell on their faces and were afraid. 17 And he said to them, “Do be not afraid! Peace be with you. Bless God for all eternity. 18 As for me, when I was with you, I was not with you for my own profit, but rather according to the will of God. Bless him throughout all the days. Sing praises to him. 19 And look at me; I did not eat anything, but a vision was seen by you. 20 And now bless the Lord on the earth, and acknowledge God. Look, I am going up to the one having sent me. Record all these things that have happened to you.” And he ascended. 

21 And they stood up, and they were not able to see him any longer. 22 And they were praising and singing songs to God and acknowledging him concerning these great works of his, as an angel of God appeared to them. 




Tobit’s Prayer of Thanksgiving

13 And he said, 

“Blessed be the living God and his kingdom for eternity. 

2 For it is he who afflicts and shows mercy. 

He leads people down to Hades, in the lowest parts of the earth, 

and it is also he who brings people up out of the place of great destruction; 

and there is not anything that will escape from his hand. 

3 Acknowledge him, you sons of Israel, before the nations, 

for it is he who scatters you among them. 

4 Even in that place, he showed you his greatness. 

Now exalt him before every living being, 

as he is our Lord, and he is our God, and he is our Father, 

and he is God for all eternity. 

5 He will afflict you for your wrongdoings, 

and he will have mercy on all of you out of all the nations among whom you have been scattered. 

6 When you turn toward him 

with your whole heart 

and with your whole soul 

to demonstrate before him your faithfulness, 

then he will turn toward you, 

and he will never hide his face from you anymore. 

And now look at what he has done for you, 

and acknowledge him with all your voice, 

and bless the Lord of righteousness, 

and exalt the King of the ages. 

10 And again your tent will be built in you with joy— 

and may he give joy to all the captives among you, 

and may he love all those who suffer among you and all generations of eternity. 

11 A bright light will shine, reaching all the ends of the earth. 

Many nations will come from far away, 

and he will cause all the farthest regions of the land to dwell with your holy name, 

carrying their gifts in their hands for the King of heaven. 

Generations upon generations will give expressions of joy for you, 

and the name of the chosen for the generations of eternity. 

12 Cursed will be all those who speak a harsh word against you; 

cursed will be all who cut you down 

and who pull down your towers 

and all those who overthrow your towers 

and who set ablaze your houses. 

And blessed will be all those who fear you for eternity. 

13 Then go and be glad for the sons of the righteous, 

for all will be gathered together, and they will bless the Lord of eternity. 

14 Blessed are those who love you, 

and blessed are those who rejoice on account of your peace. 

And blessed are all the people who are grieved over you for all your afflictions, 

for in you they will be glad and will see every joy from you for eternity. 

15 My soul praises the Lord, the great King. 

16 For Jerusalem will be built into a city, 

his house for all eternity. 

I will be blessed should the remnant of my seed come to see your glory 

and acknowledge the King of heaven. 

And the gates of Jerusalem will be built with sapphire and emerald, 

and all your walls with precious stone. 

The towers of Jerusalem will be built with gold, 

and their outer fortifications with pure gold. 

17 The streets of Jerusalem will be paved with ruby and with the stone of Ophir. 

18 And the doors of Jerusalem will speak forth with songs of joy, 

and all her houses will say: 

‘Hallelujah! Blessed be the God of Israel!’ 

And the blessed will bless his holy name for eternity and beyond.” 




Tobit’s Parting Counsel

14 And the words of Tobit’s thanksgiving ended. And he died in peace when he was one hundred and twelve years old. And he was buried with honor in Nineveh. 2 Now he was sixty-two years old when he became handicapped with his eyesight. And after he could see again, he lived in prosperity and performed acts of mercy and still continued to praise God and acknowledge the greatness of God. 3 And when he was about to die, he summoned Tobias, his son, and commanded him, saying, “My child, take your children 4 and hurry off to Media, for I believe the word of God upon Nineveh, which Nahum professed, that all these things will happen, and it will fall upon Assyria and Nineveh. And whatever the prophets of Israel whom God sent have spoken, all these things will happen. And not even one thing will be overlooked out of all of the sayings, and everything will happen in their appointed times. And in Media there will be more safety than in Assyria and in Babylon. Therefore, I know and I believe that all things that God proclaimed will be fulfilled and will come to pass, and absolutely no word will be in vain out of the words. And our brothers who live in the land of Israel, they will be considered from all, and they will be taken captive out of the good land. And the whole land of Israel will be desolate, and Samaria and Jerusalem will be desolate. And the house of God will also be burned with grief for a time. 5 And again God will show them mercy, and God will return them to the land of Israel. And they will again build the house, and not like the first one, until the time when the time of the seasons should be fulfilled. And after these things, they will all return from their captivity, and they will build Jerusalem with honor. And the house of God will be built in it as the prophets of Israel proclaimed concerning it. 6 And all the nations that are in all the land, they will all turn around and fear God genuinely. And they will abandon all their idols that led them astray into their vain deception. 7 And they will bless the God of eternity in righteousness. All the sons of Israel who are saved in those days and who are mindful of God with sincerity will be gathered together, and they will come to Jerusalem and will live throughout eternity in the land of Abraham with security. And it will be given over to them, and those who love God with sincerity will rejoice, but those who commit sin and acts of injustice will vanish from the whole land. 9 And now, my child, I am commanding you: commit yourself as a slave to God in sincerity, and do what is pleasing before him. And for your children, the command is given to submit themselves to do what is righteous and to perform acts of mercy, and that they should be mindful of God, and they should bless his name in every season with sincerity and with all their strength. 8 And now, as for you, my child, go away from Nineveh, and do not stay here. 10 On whatever day you bury your mother with me, on that same day do not spend the night in its regions. For I see that there is too much wrongdoing in this place, and so much deceit is worked out here. And they are not ashamed. See, my child, what Nadab did to Ahikar, who raised him. Was he not brought down while still alive into the earth? And God repaid the dishonor to his face, and Ahikar went out into the light, but Nadab went into the darkness forever because he desired to kill Acheikaron. Because he showed me mercy, he escaped from the trap of death that Nadab had set for him, and Nadab fell into the trap of death, and it destroyed him. 11 And now, my child, observe what mercy accomplishes and what wrongdoing accomplishes, such that it destroys! And, look, my life is ending.” And he laid him on his bed, and he died and was buried with honor. 

12 And when his mother died, Tobias buried her with his father. And they went away, he and his wife, to Media, and he settled in Ecbatana with Raguel, his father-in-law. 13 And he cherished them in old age with honor and buried them in Ecbatana of Media. And he inherited the house of Raguel and also the house of Tobit, his father. 14 And he died with honor when he was one hundred and seventeen years old. 15 And before he died, he saw and heard about the destruction of Nineveh. And he saw its captives being led into Media, whom Cyaxares, the king of Media, took prisoner. And he blessed God for all that he had done for the sons of Nineveh and Assyria. He rejoiced over Nineveh before he died and blessed the Lord God for the eternities of the eternities. Amen. 





DANIEL—ALTERNATE TEXTa




Daniel’s Resolve

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The Lord gave into his power Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and portions of the implements from the house of God, and he carried them to the land of Shinar to the house of his god. He brought the implements into the treasure house of his god. 3 The king told Asphanez, his chief of the eunuchs, to bring in some of the descendants of the captives of Israel from the offspring of the kingdom and from the princes, 4 youths who had no infirmity in them, were handsome in appearance, had understanding in all wisdom, were knowers of knowledge, and were disposed to having common sense, and who had strength in them to stand in the palace of the king, to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king appointed the daily portion for them every day from the king’s table and from the wine that he drank, and made arrangements to rear them three years. After these years they were to stand before the king. 6 And Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were among them from the sons of Judah. 7 The chief of the eunuchs gave them names: to Daniel, Belshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abdenago. 8 But Daniel decided in his heart how he would never be defiled by the table of the king or by the wine that he drank, so he entreated the chief of the eunuchs how he would never be defiled. 9 God gave Daniel mercy and compassion in the presence of the chief of the eunuchs. 10 And the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my master the king, who appointed your meat and your drink, in case he sees your faces more sullen than your young friends and you condemn my head to the king.” 11 Then Daniel said to Amelsad, whom the chief of the eunuchs appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah, 12 “Now test your servants ten days and give us from the seeds, and we will eat them, and we will drink water. 13 Let our outward appearance be seen before you and the appearance of the young slaves who are eating at the table of the king; and do just as you see fit with your servants.” 14 So he listened to them and tested them for ten days. 15 After the completion of the ten days, their appearance was observed to be better and stronger regarding their bodies than the young slaves who were eating at the table of the king. 16 So Amelsad took away their meal and the wine from their drink and gave them seeds. 17 God gave these same four young slaves understanding and prudence in all learning and wisdom, but Daniel had understanding into every vision and dreams. 18 After the completion of the days which he said, the king said to bring them in, and the chief of the eunuchs brought them before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 Then the king chatted with them, and none like Daniel and Hananiah and Mishael and Azariah were found among any of them, and they were made to stand in the presence of the king. 20 In every word of wisdom and knowledge that the king sought from them, he found them ten times greater than all the enchanters and the magicians who were in his whole dominion. 21 Daniel was there until the first year of Cyrus the king. 




A Vision of a Colossal Image

2 In the second year of the reign, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed a dream, and his spirit was confounded and sleep escaped him. 2 Then the king said to summon the enchanters and the magicians and the sorcerers and the Chaldeans in order to report his dreams to the king. So they came and stood before the king. 3 The king said to them, “I dreamed, and my spirit was anxious to understand the dream.” 4 The Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, “O king, may you live for eternity! Tell the dream to your servants, and we will report the interpretation.” 5 The king answered to the Chaldeans, “The message has left me. Unless you explain the dream to me and the interpretation, you shall be sentenced to destruction, and your houses will be plundered. 6 But if you explain the dream and its interpretation to me, you will receive gifts and presents and great honor from me. Only report the dream and its interpretation to me.” 7 They answered a second time and said, “The king should tell the dream to his servants, and we will report its decision.” 8 And the king answered and said, “I know for certain that you are buying time, because you see that the word has left me. 9 So then, if you cannot report the dream to me, I know that you have agreed to speak a false and corrupt word before me until some time passes. So tell me my dream, and I will know that you can report its interpretation to me.” 10 The Chaldeans answered in the presence of the king and said, “There is no human on the earth who can explain the word of the king, because no great king or ruler has sought a word such as this from an enchanter, magician, or Chaldean, 11 because the word which the king has sought is a burden. There is no other who can report it before the king but the gods, whose habitation is not with any flesh.” 12 Then in anger and rage the king said to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. 13 So the decree went out and the wise men were being slain, and they sought to kill Daniel and his friends. 14 Then Daniel answered with a plan and counsel to Arioch, the chief steward of the king who went out to kill the wise men of Babylon, 15 “Commander of the king, concerning what occurrence has the shameless decision gone out from the presence of the king?” Then Arioch explained the word to Daniel. 16 Then Daniel entreated the king that he might give him time, and he would report his decision to the king. 17 So Daniel entered into his house, and he explained the word to his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 18 Then they began seeking compassion from the God of heaven about this secret so that Daniel and his friends would not be slain with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night, and Daniel praised the God of heaven. 20 And he said, “May the name of God be praised from eternity to eternity, because wisdom and understanding are his. 21 He changes the seasons and times; he appoints and deposes kings; he gives wisdom to wise men and prudence to those who know understanding. 22 He reveals deep and obscure things; he perceives the things in the darkness, and the light is with him. 23 I acknowledge and glorify you, O God of my fathers, because you gave me wisdom and power, and you have made what we requested from you clear to me, and you have made the vision of the king clear to me.” 24 Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king appointed to kill the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not kill the wise men of Babylon. Instead, take me in the presence of the king, and I will report the interpretation to the king.” 25 Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king and said to him, “I have found a man among the sons of the captives of Judah who can report the judgment to the king.” 26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belshazzar, “Can you report the dream that I saw and its decision to me?” 27 Daniel answered before the king and said, “The secret that the king inquired is not of wise men, magicians, enchanters, and Gazarina to report to the king. 28 But it is God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made what is necessary to happen at the final days known to King Nebuchadnezzar. Your dream and the visions of your head on your bed are this: 29 O king, your reasonings went up on your bed about what must happen after these things, and the one who reveals mysteries has made what must happen clear to you. 30 But even for me, this secret was not revealed by wisdom that is in me more than all the living, but to make the decision known to the king, so you would realize the thoughts of your heart. 31 You, O king, were looking, and look, there was one great image. That image and its appearance was amazing. It stood before your face, and its appearance was terrifying. 32 The image, whose head was fine gold, its hands and chest and arms were silver, the belly and thighs were brass, 33 the legs were made of iron. The feet were made partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 You were watching until a stone was split, without hands, out of a mountain. And it struck the image on the feet of iron and clay, and it was totally ground to dust. 35 Then the clay, the iron, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were ground together, and it became like dust from a threshing floor in summer. The gales of the wind lifted, and no place was found for them. The stone that beat the image became a great mountain, and it filled the whole earth. 36 This is the dream, and we say its interpretation before the king. 37 You, O king, are the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has granted mighty and strong and honorable dominion. 38 In every place where the sons of humans live, with beasts of the field and birds of heaven, he has given into your hand and established as lord of all. You are the golden head. 39 Behind you another dominion will arise, weaker than you, and a third dominion, which is the bronze, which will rule the whole earth. 40 Then there will be a fourth dominion, strong like iron; the way iron grinds and subdues everything, so it will grind and subdue everything. 41 Because you saw the feet and the toes, partly of clay but partly of iron, it will be a divided dominion, and some of the root of the iron will be in it, the way you saw the iron mixed together with the earthen vessel, 42 and the toes of the feet, partly of iron but partly of clay. Part of the reign will be strong and some of it will be shattered. 43 Because you saw the iron mixed together with the clay, they will be commingled with the seed of humans; and they will not remain together, this one with this one, just as the iron did not mix together with the clay. 44 In the days of those kings, the God of the heavens will raise up a dominion that will not be destroyed for eternity; and its dominion will not be left to another people. It will grind and winnow all the kingdoms, and it will endure for eternities; 45 as you saw that a stone was cut without hands from a mountain and it ground the clay, the iron, the bronze, the silver, the gold into dust. The great God has made what must happen after these things known to the king. The dream is true and its decision reliable.” 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and bowed before Daniel. And he said, “Pour manna and sweet fragrances out for him.” 47 And the king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly your God is God of gods and master of the kings and revealer of secrets because you were able to reveal this secret.” 48 So the king exalted Daniel and gave him many great gifts; he appointed him over the whole land of Babylon and commander of the satraps over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 Daniel requested it from the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the affairs of the land of Babylon. But Daniel was in the court of the king. 




The Fiery Furnace

3 In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar, the king made a golden image. Its height was sixty cubits; its width was six cubits. He erected it at the plain of Deira in the region of Babylon. 2 And he sent to gather the highest officials and the generals and the governors, leaders, and despots, and those with authority and all the rulers of the regions together to come to the dedication of the image that was erected. 3 And the governors, highest officials, generals, leaders, great despots, those with authority, and all the rulers of the regions gathered for the consecration of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had erected. And they stood before the image. 4 Then the herald shouted with might, “It is said, to you the people, tribes, languages, 5 whenever you hear the sound of the trumpet, and pipe and lyre, small harp, and the harp, and all kinds of musical instruments, you are to bow down by falling before the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king erected. 6 Whoever does not bow down, that same hour he will be thrown into the burning furnace of fire.” 7 So it happened whenever the peoples heard the sound of the trumpet, and pipe and lyre, small harp, and stringed harp and all kinds of musical instruments, all the peoples, tribes, languages, fell down and bowed before the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king erected. 8 Then Chaldean men approached and discredited the Judeans 9 before King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, may you live for eternity! 10 You, O king, set forth a decree: any person who hears the sound of the trumpet, both pipe and lyre, small harp, and stringed harp and all kinds of musical instruments, 11 and does not bow by falling before the golden image, will be thrown into the burning furnace of fire. 12 There are Judean men whom you appointed over the affairs of the land of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego—who have not listened to your decree, O king. They do not serve your gods, and they do not bow before the golden image that you erected.” 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in anger and rage, ordered to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and they were presented before the king. 14 And Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do you truly not serve my gods and not bow before the golden image that I erected? 15 Now then, if you are ready, so that when you hear the sound of the trumpet, and pipe and lyre, small harp, and stringed harp, and a symphony, and all kinds of musical instruments, you should bow down by falling before the image that I made. But if you do not bow before it, that same hour you will be thrown into the burning furnace of fire. And what god is there who will deliver you from my hand? 16 Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar, saying, “We do not need to answer you about this matter, 17 because the God we serve is able to deliver us out of the burning furnace of fire. He will rescue us from your hands, O king. 18 And if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods, and we will not bow before the image that you erected.” 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with anger, and the appearance of his face changed before Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and he ordered to heat up the furnace sevenfold until it was fully heated. 20 Then he told strong men with strength to tie Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and cast them into the burning furnace of fire. 21 Then those men were tied together with their trousers and headdress and leg coverings, and they were cast into the midst of the burning furnace of fire. 22 After the word of the king prevailed, the furnace was heated to excess. 23 And these three—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—fell, tied, into the midst of the burning furnace. 

The Prayer of Azariah

24 They were walking in the midst of the flames, singing to God and praising the Lord. 25 Then presenting himself, Azariah prayed in this way, and opened his mouth in the midst of the fire, and said, 26 “Blessed are you O Lord, God of our ancestors, and your name is praiseworthy and glorified for eternity. 27 For you are righteous in everything that you have done, and all your works are genuine, and your ways are straightforward, and all your decisions are true. 28 You have performed judgments of truth according to everything that you have brought on us and on the sacred city of our ancestors, Jerusalem, because you have brought all these things in truth and judgment on account of our sins. 29 For we have failed, and we have acted lawlessly by rebelling against you, and we have sinned in everything. 

30 “And we did not listen to your commands. We have not kept them or done as you commanded us so that it would be well for us. 31 Everything you have brought on us and everything you have done to us you did by a true judgment. 32 You have delivered us into the power of lawless enemies and hated rebels and to a king that is unrighteous and the most evil in all the world. 33 And now it is not a disgrace for us to open our mouth; and it has become reproach to your slaves and to those who worship you. 34 Surely you have not delivered us completely, on account of your name, and do not reject your covenant. 35 Do not remove your mercy from us on account of Abraham, who was loved by you, and on account of Isaac, your servant, and Israel, your holy one, 36 to whom you spoke to multiply their seed, like the stars of the heavens and like the sand at the lip of the sea. 37 For, Master, we have become smaller than all the nations and we are humble in all the earth today on account of our sins. 38 At this time there is no ruler or prophet or leader or burnt offering or offering or gift or incense, no place to bear fruit before you and to find mercy. 39 However, with a shattered life and a spirit of humility, we may be accepted 40 as with the burnt offering of rams and bulls and with myriads of fat lambs. So let our offerings be before you today and accomplish behind you, because there shall be no disgrace for those who trust in you. 41 Now, we follow with our whole heart, and we fear you, and we seek your face. 42 Do not disgrace us, but treat us according to your goodness and according to the bounty of your compassion. 43 Rescue us according to your marvels and give glory to your name, O Lord. 44 May all those who show evil to your servants feel shame, and may they be disgraced by every dominion, and may their strength be shattered. 45 Let them learn that you are the Lord, God alone, and esteemed above all the world.” 

The Song of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

46 Now, those servants of the king who were throwing them in did not stop firing the furnace with naphtha and pitch and flax and brushwood. 47 The flame spread out above the furnace to forty-nine cubits in height 48 and shot out and set on fire those Chaldeans it found near the furnace. 49 But the angel of the Lord came down into the furnace together with those around Azariah and shook the flame of fire from the furnace 50 and made the midst of the furnace as if a moist breeze were whistling inside. Generally, the fire did not touch them and did not distress or cause them annoyance. 51 Then the three began to sing as if from one mouth, and glorify and praise God in the furnace, saying: 

52 “Blessed are you, O Lord God of our ancestors, 

and praiseworthy and highly exalted for eternities. 

Blessed is your glorious, holy name 

and to be highly praised and highly exceedingly for all eternities. 

53 Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory 

and highly extolled and highly glorious for eternities. 

54 Blessed are you who look upon the abyss, sitting upon cherubim 

and praiseworthy and being greatly exalted for eternities. 

55 Blessed are you upon the throne of your dominion 

and highly extolled and being greatly exalted for eternities. 

56 Blessed are you in the foundation of heaven 

and praised and glorified for eternities. 

57 Bless the Lord, all the labors of the Lord; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

58 Bless the Lord, O heavens; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

59 Bless the Lord, O angels of the Lord; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

60 Bless the Lord, O waters, even all those above the heaven; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

61 Praise the Lord, all powers; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

62 Bless the Lord, O sun and moon; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

63 Bless the Lord, O stars of the sky; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

64 Praise the Lord, every thunderstorm and dew; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

65 Bless the Lord, all spirits; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

66 Bless the Lord, fire and burning heat; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

69 Bless the Lord, cold weather and heat; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

70 Bless the Lord, hoarfrost and snow; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

71 Bless the Lord, nights and days; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

72 Bless the Lord, light and darkness; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

73 Bless the Lord, lightning and clouds; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

74 Let the earth praise the Lord; 

let it sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

75 Bless the Lord, mountains and hills; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

76 Bless the Lord, all the things produced in the earth; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

77 Bless the Lord, springtime; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

78 Bless the Lord, seas and rivers; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

79 Bless the Lord, huge fish and everything that moves in the water; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

80 Bless the Lord, everything that flies in the sky; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

81 Bless the Lord, all wild beasts and herds; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

82 Bless the Lord, O sons of humanity; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

83 Bless the Lord, O Israel; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

84 Bless the Lord, O priests; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

85 Bless the Lord, O slaves; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

86 Bless the Lord, O spirits and righteous souls; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

87 Bless the Lord, O hallowed and humble in heart; 

sing and highly exalt him for eternities. 

88 Bless the Lord, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael, 

sing praise and highly exalt him for eternities. 

Because he has taken us out from Hades and saved us from the hand of death, 

and he rescued us from the midst of the furnace of burning flame, 

and he rescued us from the midst of fire. 

89 Acknowledge the Lord for kindness, 

because his mercy is for eternity. 

90 Bless the God of gods, all those who worship the Lord; 

sing and acknowledge 

that his mercy is for eternity.” 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Response

91 Then Nebuchadnezzar heard their singing, and he marveled. So he stood up quickly and said to his nobles, “Did we not cast three men into the midst of the fire, tied up?” They answered the king, “It is true, O king.” 92 “Herea I see four men loose and walking around in the midst of the fire, and there is no destruction among them. And the sight of the fourth resembles a son of God!” 93 Then Nebuchadnezzar approached the door of the burning furnace of fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God: come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the midst of the fire. 94 The satraps and the generals and the governors and the mighty ones of the king gathered together and kept looking at the men, because the fire had no power over their body and the hair of their head was not burned up. Their trousers were not affected, and there was no smell of fire on them. 95 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed is the God of Shadrach and Meshach and Abednego, who sent his angel and delivered his servants because they believed in him. They changed the word of the king and gave over their bodies to the fire to ensure they would not serve or worship any god but their God. 96 I post the decree: any people, tribe, or language that speaks blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego will be sentenced to destruction and their homes taken for booty, because there is no other god who can rescue like this.” 97 Then the king directed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into the region of Babylon and requested them to lead all the Judeans who were in his dominion. 

98 “Nebuchadnezzar the king to all the peoples, tribes, and languages who inhabit the whole land: may peace be increased to you. 99 I am pleased to report to you the signs and marvels that the Most High God did with me; 100 how great and powerful they are! His reign is an eternal reign; his authority for generation and generation. 




Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of a Tree

4 “I, Nebuchadnezzar, was prospering in my palace and thriving. 2 I saw a dream and it terrified me. I was troubled on my bed and the visions of my head confounded me. 3 A decree was established by me to bring all the wise men of Babylon in before me, so that they could explain the decision of the dream to me. 4 The enchanters, magicians, soothsayers, and Chaldeans entered, and I recounted the dream before them. But they could not explain its decision to me 5 until Daniel came, whose name was Belshazzar according to the name of my God, who has a holy spirit of God in him, to whom I spoke, 6 ‘O Belshazzar, commander of the enchanters, I know that a holy spirit of God is within you, and no mystery is impossible for you. Listen to the vision of the dream, which I saw, and tell me its decision. 7 I was looking while on my bed and, behold, there was a tree in the middle of the earth, and its height was great. 8 The tree had grown tall, and it was strong, and his height preceded up to the heaven and his hollow place into the end of the whole earth. 9 Its leaves were in bloom, and its fruit was plentiful, and there was nourishment for all on it. The wild beasts lived beneath it, and the birds of the heavens nested in its branches, and all flesh was nurtured from it. 10 I was looking at a vision of the night while on my bed and behold, an Ira and a holy one descended from the heavens. 11 He called out in strength and he said like this, “Chop down the tree, pluck out its branches, shake off its leaves, and scatter its fruit. Let the wild animals underneath it be stirred and the birds from its branches. 12 However, leave the growth of its roots in the earth and in a bond of iron and bronze, and on the grass outdoors, and he will sleep on the dew of the heavens. And his portion will be with the wild animals by the feeding of the land. 13 His heart will be changed from that of humans and the heart of a wild animal will be given to him. Seven times will be changed over him.” 14 The message is by the judgment of the Ir and a word of holy ones, the sanction is so that those who live may know that the Lord is the Most High of the dominion of humanity. And he will give it to whomever he thinks best; and he will make the contemptible ones of humanity rise upon it.’ 15 This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, saw. Now, Belshazzar, tell the comparison, because no wise men of my kingdom can clarify its comparison to me. But you, Daniel, can because a holy spirit of God is in you.” 

Daniel Interprets the Dream

16 Then Daniel, whose name was Belshazzar, became mute for about one hour and his thoughts troubled him. Belshazzar answered and said, “O lord, may the dream be for those who hate you and its comparison for your enemies! 17 The tree that you saw became great and powerful, whose height reached the heavens and its expanse to the whole earth, 18 its leaves flourishing, its fruit plentiful, and food for all in it. Beneath it dwelled the wild animals living in the fields, and the birds of heaven nested in its branches. 19 You are the one, O king, because you have become great and strong. Your greatness has been exalted and reached to the heavens, and your dominion to the ends of the earth. 20 And because the king saw an Ir and a holy one descended from heaven, and it said, ‘Remove the tree and utterly destroy it! However, leave the growth of its roots in the earth and in a bond of iron and in bronze, and on the grass outdoors, and he will sleep with the animals living in the fields, in the dew of heaven. His portion will be until seven times change over him.’ 21 This is its comparison, O king, and the judgment of the Most High, which pertains to my master, the king: 22 They will chase you away from humans, and your habitation will be with the animals living in the fields. They will feed you fodder like a bull, and you will sleep by the dew of the heavens. Seven times will be changed over you until you acknowledge that the Most High has sovereignty over the dominion of humanity, and he will give it to whomever he desires. 23 Moreover, because they said, ‘Leave the growth of the roots of the tree alone,’ your reign will remain for you from the time when you acknowledge the heavenly authority. 24 On account of this, O king, may my advice please you. Make redemption for your sins by giving alms and injustices by acts of compassion for the poor. Perhaps in like manner, God will have patience for your transgressions.” 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Humiliation and Restoration

25 All these things came upon Nebuchadnezzar the king. 26 After the twelve months, on the roof of the temple of his kingdom in Babylon, as he was walking, 27 the king answered and said, “Is this not Babylon, the magnificent, that I built into a house that reigns by the strength of my power for the honor of my glory?” 28 While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice came from heaven, “They are saying to you, King Nebuchadnezzar, the dominion has passed from you. 29 They are chasing you away from humans, and your habitation will be with the animals living in the fields, they will feed you fodder like a bull, and seven times will be changed over you until you acknowledge that the Most High has sovereignty over the reign of humans; and he will give it to whomever he desires.” 30 At that same hour the word was accomplished upon Nebuchadnezzar. He was banished from humanity and he began eating fodder like a bull. His body was washed by the dew of heaven until his hair was lengthened like that of lions and his nails like those of birds. 

31 “After the end of the days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up eyes my into the heavens and my senses were restored to me. I praised the Most High and I glorified and honored the one who lives for eternity because his authority is an eternal authority and his reign is from generation to generation. 32 All those who dwell on the earth were considered as nothing, and he does according to his will with the force of the heavens, and with the habitation of the earth. There is no one who can resist his hand and can say to him, ‘What have you done?’ 33 At the same time, my senses were restored to me and I came into the honor of my reign. My senses returned to me, and my despots and my nobles began seeking me. I gained strength over my dominion and extraordinary majesty was given to me. 34 Now, then, I, Nebuchadnezzar, glorify and extol and praise the King of the heavens, because all his work is true, and his ways bring judgment; and he is able to humble all those who walk in arrogance.” 




Writing on the Wall During Belshazzar’s Feast

5 Belshazzar the king made a great banquet for his thousands of nobles, and the wine was before the thousands. 2 And upon drinking, Belshazzar said during the tasting of his wine to bring the gold and silver cups that Nebuchadnezzar his father had removed from the temple in Jerusalem and let them drink, the king and his nobles and his concubines and his mistresses with them. 3 Then the gold and silver cups that he removed from the temple of God in Jerusalem were brought, and the king and his leaders and his concubines and his mistresses began drinking with them. 4 They kept drinking wine and they praised the golden and silver and bronze and iron and wooden and stone gods. 5 In that same hour the fingers of a human hand came out and began writing opposite the torch on the plaster of the wall of the palace of the king. The king was looking at the knuckles of the hand that was writing. 6 Then the appearance of the king was altered, and his thoughts troubled him, and the joints of his loins began loosening and his knees started knocking. 7 The king shouted with might to bring in the magicians, Chaldeans, and Gazarina and said to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing and explains the decision to me will wear purple clothes and a golden necklace on his neck and he will rule as the third highest ruler in my dominion.” 8 All the wise men of the king came in but they could not decipher the writing or explain the comparison to the king. 9 So King Belshazzar was troubled, and his appearance was altered, and his nobles became upset. 10 Then the queen entered the drinking house and said, “O king, may you live for eternity! Don’t let your reasonings trouble you and don’t let your form be altered. 11 There is a man in your dominion in whom there is a divine spirit, and in the days of your father, vigilance and understanding were found in him. King Nebuchadnezzar, your father, appointed him commander of the enchanters, magicians, Chaldeans and Gazarin 12 because an extraordinary spirit is in him, and thoughtfulness and understanding, who interpreted dreams, reported powerful things, and unbound bonds, this Daniel, and the king gave him the name Belshazzar. Now, then, let him be summoned and he will report its comparison to you.” 

Daniel Interprets the Writing

13 Then Daniel was led before the king, and the king said to Daniel, “Are you Daniel, the one from the sons of the captives of Judah whom my father the king brought here? 14 I have heard about you, that there is a divine spirit in you, and vigilance and extraordinary wisdom was found in you. 15 Now, the wise men, magicians, and Gazarin came in before me, to read this writing and explain its comparison to me but they could not report it to me. 16 I have heard about you, that you can compare a judgment. Now then, if you are able to decipher the writing and explain its comparison to me, you will wear clothes of purple, and the golden necklace will be put on your neck, and you will rule as the third highest ruler in my dominion.” 17 And Daniel said before the king, “Let your gifts be for you and give the present to another from your household. But I will read the writing and explain its comparison to you. 18 O king, the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar the dominion and majesty, and honor and glory. 19 And based on the majesty that God gave him, all the peoples, tribes, and languages, trembled and were afraid before him. He killed whom he wished, and he beat whom he wished, and he raised up whom he wished, and he humbled whom he wished. 20 But when his heart was exalted and his spirit prevailed to behave arrogantly, he was brought down from the kingdom’s throne and the honor was taken from him. 21 He was banished from humanity and his heart was given over with the animals. His habitation was with the wild asses and they fed him fodder like a bull. His body was washed by the dew of heaven until he perceived that the Most High God has sovereignty over the dominion of humanity, and he will give it to whomever he desires. 22 And so then you, his son Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart before God in all these things that you knew. 23 You have raised yourself against the Lord God of heaven, and they brought the cups of his sanctuary before you; you and your nobles, your concubines, and your mistresses were drinking wine with them; you have praised the golden, silver, bronze, iron, wooden, and stone gods that cannot see and that neither hear nor know; but the God in whose hand is your breath and all your ways, you have not honored him. 24 On this account, the knuckle of a hand was sent from his face, and it inserted this writing. 25 This is the posted writing: ‘Mane, Thekel, Phares.’ 26 This is the comparison of the word: ‘Mane,’ God has measured your reign and completely filled it; 27 ‘Thekel,’ it has been put on a balance and found lacking; 28 ‘Phares,’ your reign has been divided up and given to Media and Persia.” 29 Belshazzar ordered, and they clothed Daniel in clothes of purple, and placed the golden necklace around his neck. He announced about him that he was third ruler in the dominion. 30 On that same night Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans was killed. 31 Darius the Mede received the reign when he was sixty-two years old. 




Daniel and the Lions

6 It was good before Darius, and he appointed one hundred twenty satraps over the dominion to be in his entire dominion. 2 Three tacticians were over them, one of whom was Daniel, so that the satraps could give them an account, so that the king would not be troubled. 3 But Daniel was above them because an extraordinary spirit was in him, and the king appointed him over his whole dominion. 4 The tacticians and the satraps kept trying to find a pretext against Daniel, but they could not find any pretext, transgression, or fault against him because he was faithful. 5 The tacticians said, “We will not find an allegation against Daniel, except by the customs of his God.” 6 Then the tacticians and the satraps stood before the king and said to him, “O King Darius, may you live for eternity! 7 All the generals, satraps, highest officials, and governors over your dominion have conferred together to establish by royal position, and to confirm a decree that whoever requests a request from any God or human for thirty days, except from you, O king, will be thrown into the lions’ pit. 8 Now, then, O king, establish the decree and post the writing publicly, so that the decree of Media and Persia cannot be changed.” 9 Then King Darius commanded that the ordinance be written. 10 When Daniel learned that the ordinance was posted, he entered into his house and the windows were open for him in his upstairs, facing Jerusalem, and three times during the day he would bend his knees, praying and confessing before his God, just as he was doing before. 11 Then those men watched, and they discovered Daniel entreating and praying to his God. 12 They came to the king and said, “O king, didn’t you order a decree that any person who requests a request from any God or human for thirty days, except from you, O king, will be thrown into the lion’s pit?” The king said, “The account is trustworthy, and the ordinance of Media and Persia will not be ignored.” 13 Then they answered and said before the king, “Daniel from the sons of the captives of Judah has not obeyed your ordinance. Three times during the day he requests his requests from his God.” 14 Then the king as he heard the message was very distressed over him, and he worried about Daniel, to deliver him. 15 Then those men said to the king, “Be aware, O king, that it is an ordinance of Media and Persia that any decree or determination that the king establishes, must not be changed.” 16 Then the king ordered and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lion’s pit. The king said to Daniel, “Your God whom you continuously serve, he will deliver you.” 17 Then they brought a stone and placed it on the opening of the pit. The king sealed it with his ring and with the ring of his nobles so that the action might not be changed for Daniel. 18 The king went off into his palace and slept with no supper. They did not bring meat for him, and sleep left him. God shut the mouths of the lions and they did not bother Daniel. 19 Then the king rose up in the morning at first light and he went in haste to the pit of the lions. 20 When he came near to the pit, he shouted with a strong voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, was your God whom you continuously serve able to deliver you from the mouth of the lions?” 21 Daniel replied to the king, “O king, may you live for eternity! 22 My God sent his angel, and he blocked the mouths of the lions. They could not injure me because rightness was found in me before him and also before you, O king. I did no transgression.” 23 Then the king was cheered greatly because of him, and he ordered to bring Daniel out of the pit. Daniel was lifted out of the pit and no corruption found in him because he trusted in his God. 24 The king ordered, and they brought the men who accused Daniel, and they and their children and their wives were thrown into the lions’ pit. They did not reach the bottom of the pit before the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 

25 Then Darius the king wrote to all the peoples, tribes, and languages who lived in the whole land, “May peace be multiplied to you. 26 A decree was established from before me thus: for there to be trembling and fear before the God of Daniel in every territory of my dominion because he is a living and abiding God for eternity, and his reign will not be destroyed, and his authority is until the end. 27 He assists and rescues and does signs and wonders in heaven and on the earth; he rescued Daniel from the hand of the lions.” 28 Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and during the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 




A Vision of Four Beasts

7 In the third year of Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, Daniel saw a dream and visions in his head upon his bed. And he wrote down his dream: 

2 “I, Daniel, was looking and behold, the four winds of heaven kept striking against the great sea. 3 And four large beasts went up from the sea, different from one another. 4 The first was like a lioness and it had wings like an eagle. I kept looking until its feathers were plucked out. It was lifted from the earth and made to stand on human feet, and a human heart was given to it. 5 Behold, a second beast resembling a bear. It was raised on one side and three ribs in its mouth in the midst of its teeth. Thus they said to it: ‘Arise! Eat much flesh.’ 6 Behind this one, I was looking and behold, another beast like a panther and it had wings like a bird, four of them, on it. The beast had four heads and authority was given to it. 7 I was looking behind this one, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and amazing and extraordinarily strong. Its iron teeth were eating and grinding and trampling the remains with its feet. It was very different from all the beasts before it and it had ten horns. 8 I kept watching its horns and behold, another small horn rose up in their midst and three horns before it were rooted out from before it. And behold, eyes like human eyes were in this horn and a mouth kept speaking great things. 9 I kept looking until thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days was seated. His garments were like white snow and the hair of his head was like pure wool. His throne was like a flame of fire, its wheels like burning fire. 10 A river of fire flowed in before him, a thousand thousands were serving him, and ten thousand ten thousands waited before him. The court sat and books were opened. 11 I kept looking at that time from the hearing of the sound of the great words that the horn was saying until the beast was removed and utterly destroyed, and its carcass was given for burning with fire. 12 The power of the remaining beasts was removed, but length of life was given to them until a season and another season. 13 I kept looking in the vision of the night and behold, with the clouds of heaven it was as though a son of man was coming. And he came to the Ancient of Days, and he was brought to him. 14 The power and the honor and the dominion was given to him, and all peoples, tribes, and languages, serve him. His authority is an eternal authority, which will not fade away and his dominion will not be destroyed.” 

15 “I, Daniel, my spirit shivered within me, and the visions of my head troubled me. 16 I came to one of those standing there and I began to ask for precision from him concerning all these things. He told me the precise meaning and he made the comparison of the words clear to me. 17 These four beasts are four dominions that will arise over the earth, which will be eliminated, 18 and the holy ones of the Most High will receive the dominion and possess it until eternity of eternities. 19 I was seeking clarity about the fourth beast because it was different from every other beast, was exceedingly frightening, its teeth made of iron, and its claws of bronze, eating and crushing, and trampling the remains with its feet; 20 and about its ten horns, which were on its head and the other one, which rose up and drove out the former which had eyes and a mouth claiming great things, and its appearance was larger than the rest. 21 I kept looking and that horn was making war with the holy ones and prevailed against them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came and gave judgment for the holy ones of the Most High. And the time came, and the holy ones possessed the dominion. 23 And he said, ‘The fourth beast will be a fourth dominion on the earth, which prevails over all the dominions and devours the whole earth and tramples it and shatters. 24 And regarding its ten horns: Ten kings will arise and after them one who surpasses the evils of all the former ones will arise and will humble the three kings. 25 He will speak words against the Most High and will wear down the holy ones of the Most High and will think about changing times and law. It will be given in his hand until a time and times and indeed half a time. 26 The court sat and they shall remove his authority to destroy and to kill completely. 27 The dominion and the power and the majesty of the kings which are under all of heaven was given to the holy ones of the Most High. And his dominion is an eternal dominion and all rulers will be subject to and heed him; up to here is the end of the word. 28 I, Daniel, my reasonings confounded me greatly, and my countenance was altered, and I took care of the message in my heart.” 




A Vision of a Ram and He-Goat

8 “In the third year of the reign of Belshazzar the king, a vision appeared to me, I, Daniel, after the one seen by me at the beginning. 2 I was in Susa, the tower, which is in the region of Elam, and I was near the Ubal. 3 I raised my eyes and I saw and behold, one ram stood in front of the Ubal and it had lofty horns. And one was more lofty than the other one, and the lofty one rose up last. 4 I saw the ram was butting with its horns against the sea and the north and the south. None of the beasts could stand before it and there was no one who could rescue from its hand. It did according to its will and became exalted. 5 I was thinking about this and behold, a he-goat of goats was coming from the southwest, on the face of all the earth, and it was not touching the earth. A horn of the he-goat was between its eyes. 6 It came to the ram that had the horns, which I had seen standing before the Ubal, and it charged toward it with an assault of its power. 7 I saw it approaching toward the ram, and it became savage against it and struck the ram and crushed both its horns. There was no strength in the ram to stand before it. And it threw the ram on the ground and trampled it and there was no one who could rescue the ram from its hand. 8 The he-goat of the goats became very powerful and when it became strong, its great horn was crushed, and four horns rose up from beneath it into the four winds of the heavens. 9 One strong horn came out from one of them and it became exceedingly powerful toward the south and toward the force. 10 It became powerful as far as the force of heaven; and it fell upon the earth from the force of heaven and from the stars and trampled them underfoot, 11 until the chief commander would rescue the captives, and sacrifice was dashed on account of it, and things were prosperous for it, and the holy place will be desolated. 12 Sin was given on the sacrifice and righteousness was thrown to the ground, and it did as it wished, and it prospered. 13 I heard one of the holy ones talking, and one holy one said to the Phelmunia who was talking, ‘How long will the vision remain, that is the sacrifice, which has been removed, and the sin of desolation, which has been given, and will the sacred place and the host be trampled?’ 14 He said to him, ‘Until two thousand and three hundred days, evenings and mornings, and the sacred place will be cleansed.’ ” 

15 “When I, Daniel, saw the vision and began seeking understanding, behold, one having the appearance like that of a man stood before me. 16 I heard the voice of a man in the midst of the Ubal and it called and said, ‘Gabriel, make that one understand the vision.’ 17 He came and stood, being at my position; and when he came, I was amazed and I fell on my face. Then he said to me, ‘O son of man, for the vision is still for the end of time.’ 18 While he was talking with me, I fell on my face on the ground. Then he touched me and put me on my feet. 19 He said, ‘Behold, I am explaining to you the things that will be at the last of the wrath; for the vision is still for the end of time. 20 The ram that you saw, that had the horns, is the king of Persia and Media. 21 The he-goat of the goats is the king of the Greeks and the great horn which was in the midst of its eyes, this one is the first king. 22 The one crushed, where four horns stood below, four kings will arise from his nation but not with their strength. 23 At the last of their dominion, when their sins are complete, a king who is shameless in face and who understands problems will arise. 24 His strength is mighty, and he will destroy wonderful things. He will succeed and he will act, and he will destroy the strong and holy people. 25 The yoke of his collar will succeed, treachery by his hand, and he will be exalted in his heart. He will destroy many by guile, and he will set up the destruction of many and he will crush with his hand like an egg. 26 The vision of the evening and of the morning, which has been spoken, is true. Now, you, seal the vision because it is for many days.’ 27 I, Daniel, fell asleep, and I was weak. Then I arose and was doing the affairs of the king. I wondered about the vision but there was none who understood it.” 




Daniel’s Prayer

9 “In the first year of Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, from the seed of Media, who was king over the dominion of the Chaldeans, 2 I, Daniel, observed in the documents the number of years that the message of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet for completion of the desolation of Jerusalem, seventy years. 3 I set my face toward the Lord God, to seek out prayer and petition by fasts and sackcloth 4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed, and I said, ‘O Lord, great and marvelous God who keeps your covenant and mercy with the ones who love you and those who keep your commandments, 5 we have sinned, done wrong, acted lawlessly, and departed from and turned away from your commandments and from your judgments. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke to our kings and our rulers and our fathers and to all the people of the earth in your name. 7 Righteousness is yours, O Lord, and shame of face is ours, as this day, a man from Judah and to the ones who live in Jerusalem and to everyone in Israel, to the ones who are near and to the ones who are far away in all the earth where you have scattered them for their faithlessness when they denied you. 8 In you, O Lord, is our righteousness and we have shame of face, also our kings and the ones who rule us and our fathers who have sinned against you. 9 The Lord our God has compassion and the means of appeasing, because we have left you, 10 and we not have listened to the voice of the Lord our God by going by his laws that he gave to our face by the hands of his servants the prophets. 11 The whole of Israel has transgressed your law and have turned away, not listening to your voice. The curse and the oath which are written in the law of Moses, the servant of God, have come upon us, because we have sinned against him. 12 He has made his words stand which he spoke against us and against our judges who judged us, bringing great evil on us, such as has not happened under all the heavens according to the things that have happened in Jerusalem. 13 Just as it is written in the law of Moses, all these evils have come upon us, and we were not constrained to the face of the Lord our God to turn away from our injustices and to seek to understand all your truth. 14 The Lord is watchful and brought them upon us, because the Lord our God is just in all his activity that he has done, and we have not listened to his voice. 15 Now, O Lord, our God who led your people out from the land of Egypt by a strong hand and made a name for yourself like this day—we have sinned, we have acted lawlessly. 16 O Lord, by all your mercy, let your anger and your wrath surely be removed from your city Jerusalem, your holy mountain, because we have sinned and due to our injustices and our ancestors’ in Jerusalem. Your people have become a reproach among all those around us. 17 Now, listen, O Lord, our God to the prayer of your servant and his petitions. Show your face on your empty sanctuary for your sake, O Lord. 18 O my God, bend your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our destruction and your city upon which your name has been invoked, because we do not cast our compassion before you based on our righteousness but based on your great compassions, O Lord. 19 Listen, O Lord. Be gracious, O Lord. Give attention O Lord. Do not tarry for your sake, my God, because your name has been invoked upon your city and upon your people.’ ” 

20 “While I was still speaking and praying and confessing my sins and the sins of my people Israel and casting my mercy before the Lord my God concerning the holy mountain—21 and while I was still speaking in prayer, and behold, the man Gabriel, whom I saw in the vision at the beginning, was flying, and he touched me around the time of the evening sacrifice. 22 He made me understand, and he spoke with me and said, ‘Daniel, now I have come out to teach you understanding. 23 At the beginning of your petition a message went out and I came to announce to you that you are a man of desires. Now, ponder on the saying and consider what was in the vision. 24 Seventy weeks have been cut short for your people and upon the holy city, to complete sin, and to seal sin and to erase injustice and to make atonement for injustices, and to bring eternal righteousness, and to seal vision and prophet, and to anoint the holy of holies. 25 You will learn and understand: From the going out of the word to answer and to build Jerusalem until an anointed leader, there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. And he shall return, and streets and a wall shall be built, and the times shall be left desolate. 26 Now, after the sixty-two weeks an anointing will be destroyed, and there is no judgment in him. And he will destroy the city and the sacred place together with the coming leader. They will be cut off by a deluge and destruction in battle array until the end of the war that has been cut off. 27 And he will fortify a covenant for many on one week, and at the half-point of the week my sacrifice and drink-offering will be removed, and at the temple there will be an abomination of desolations, and until the completion of time a completion will be given at the desolation.’ ” 




The Heavenly Messenger

10 In the third year of Cyrus, king of Persia, a message was revealed to Daniel, whose name was called Belshazzar. The message was true and great power and understanding were given to him by the vision. 2 “In those days, I, Daniel, was mourning for three weeks of days. 3 I was not eating desirable food and meat and wine had not entered into my mouth, and I had not anointed with any oil for a full three weeks of days. 4 On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, I was at the great river, (it is Tigris, the Eddekel), 5 I raised my eyes and I saw and behold, there was one man clothed in fine linen, and his loins were girded with gold of Ophaz. 6 His body was like precious stone, and his face was like the appearance of lightning and his eyes were like torches of fire, and his arms and legs were like the appearance of bronze, glistening and the sound of his words was like the roar of a mob. 7 I, Daniel, alone saw the vision. The men who were with me did not see the vision; rather, a great astonishment fell upon them and they fled in panic. 8 I was left alone, and I saw this great vision. No strength remained in me and my honor was turned into ruin and I was not strong in strength. 9 I heard the sound of his words and when I heard him, I was racked with pain and my face was on the ground. 10 And behold, a hand touched me, and it raised me on my knees. 11 And he said to me, ‘O Daniel, man of desires, consider the words that I told to you. Stand in your position because now I have been sent to you.’ While he was speaking this message to me, I stood trembling. 12 And he said to me, ‘Do not be afraid, Daniel, because from the first day that you gave your heart to consider and to be maltreated before your God, your message has been heard, and I came due to your words. 13 The ruler of the dominion of Persia stood opposite me twenty-one days. And look, Michael, one of the rulers came to aid me. I left him there with the ruler of the dominion of Persia 14 and I came to help you understand what your people will face at the final days because the vision is still for days.’ 15 While he was speaking with me according to these words I put my face on the ground. 16 And behold, one as like in resemblance of a son of man touched my lips and opened my mouth. I spoke and I said to the one who stood before me, ‘O master, due to your appearance, my innards within me were changed, and I had no strength. 17 How will your servant be able, O master, to speak with this my master?’ And I, from this moment, strength will not remain in me and no spirit remained in me. 18 And he proceeded and touched me, the one like the appearance of a human, and he strengthened me. 19 Then he said to me, ‘Do not be afraid, man of desires, peace to you. Be courageous and be strong!’ While he was speaking with me, I was strengthened and I said, ‘Let my lord speak, because you made me strong.’ 20 He responded, ‘Do you know the reason why I came to you? Now, I will return to make war with the commander of Persia, and I came in and the commander of the Greeks came. 21 But I will report to you that which was written on the writing of truth. There is not one who holds out with me concerning these things except Michael your commander.’ ” 




Israel’s Future

11 “And I, in the first year of Cyrus, I stood for strength and power. 2 And now I will report the truth to you. Behold, three kings will still arise in Persia, and the fourth will be wealthy with great wealth beyond all others. After he becomes powerful from his wealth, he will arise against all the dominions of the Greeks. 3 And a strong king will arise, and he will rule over a great authority and he will act according to his will. 4 And as it stands, his dominion will be crushed and it will be divided into parts, into the four winds of heaven. Not to his end, nor according to his authority, which he had power over, because his dominion will be pulled out and will be for others besides these. 5 And the king of the south will strengthen and one of their rulers will prevail over them and he will rule over a great authority. 6 And after his years they will be mixed together and a daughter of the king of the south will come to the king of the north to make a treaty with him. She will not conquer from strength of arm, and his seed will not remain. She will be handed over and the ones who support her, both the young woman and the one who strengthened her in these times. 7 And one will remain from the bloom of her root of his preparation. He will come toward the force and will enter into the undergirding support of the king of the north, and he will act among them and will overpower them. 8 And indeed, he will carry their gods with their molten gods, all their desired implements of silver and gold along with captives into Egypt, and he himself will rise above the king of the north. 9 And he will enter into the dominion of the king of the south, and he will return to his land. 10 And his sons will gather a mob together in the midst of many and it will enter by coming forward and flooding. It will pass through and march and struggle up to its strength. 11 And the king of the south will be provoked, and he will go out and make war with the king of the north. He will establish a large mob and the mob will be handed over into his hand. 12 And he will receive the mob and his heart will be full of pride. And he will overthrow thousands, but he will not overpower them. 13 And the king of the north shall return and will lead a mob larger than the former one, and on the completion of the times of years, he will advance against the entrance with great force and with many possessions. 14 And in those times many will rise against the king of the south and the sons of the remnant of your people will be stirred up to establish the vision, but they will be feeble. 15 And the king of the north will enter, and he will build a mound and he will seize fortified cities. The arms of the king of the south will stand and even his choice ones will rise to resist and there will be no strength to stand. 16 And the one who comes against him will act according to his will and there is no one who stands against his presence. He will stand in the land of Sabir and will be fulfilled by his power. 17 And he will arrange his face to attack with the strength of the whole of his dominion, and at once everything will act with him. He will give to him a daughter of women to destroy her, but she shall not continue, and she will not be for him. 18 And he will turn his face toward the islands, and he will seize many. And he will cause rulers to cease their insult; however, his insult will turn around against him. 19 And he will turn his face into the strength of his land, but he will be feeble and fall and will not be found. 20 And one who usurps will arise from his root, a plant of the dominion, upon his preparation, accomplishing honor for the dominion; and in those days he will be crushed, but not by faces nor by a battle. 21 He will rise based on his preparation. He was scorned and they did not give him the honor of the dominion; and he will come with prosperity and will overpower the dominion by slippery ways. 22 And the arms of the one who overwhelms will be overwhelmed from his presence, and they will be crushed and there will be a leader of the covenant. 23 And he will act with cunning from the alliances with him and go up and conquer them with a little nation. 24 And he will come by prosperity and prosperous lands and he will do that which his ancestors and the ancestors of his ancestors did not do. He will disperse plunder and spoils of war and possessions to them and he will consider ideas against Egypt even for a time. 25 And his strength and his heart will be aroused against the king of the south with a great force, and the king of the south will join together in battle with a great and very strong force, but they will not stand because they will devise plots against him. 26 And they will consume his needs and crush him. A host will flood over him and many wounded will fall. 27 And both kings, their hearts toward wickedness and at one table, will tell a lie and not prosper because the end is still for a time. 28 And he will return to his land with many possessions, and his heart against the sacred the covenant, and he will act, and he shall turn to his land. 29 At the time he shall return and will come into the south and like the first, even the last will not be. 30 And the Kittim who go forth will advance on him, and he will be humbled. And he will turn and will be angered against the sacred covenant, and he will act, and he shall return, and he will be aware of those who give up the sacred covenant. 31 And seed will rise from him, and they will pollute the sanctuary of sovereignty. And they will depose the perpetual sacrifice and give a hidden abomination. 32 And those who act lawlessly will present a covenant with slippery ways, and a people who know their God will overpower and will act. 33 And the wise ones from the people will consider many things, and they will become feeble by sword and by flame and by captivity and by plundering for days. 34 And when they are feeble, they will be helped with a little help and many will be added to them by slippery ways. 35 And some of the wise will become feeble to purify them and to choose them and that they be revealed at the end of time because yet is the time. 36 And he will act according to his will, and the king will be raised up and he will be exalted over every god, and he shall say pompous things. He will succeed even up to when the wrath is accomplished, for it is coming to completion. 37 And he will not think about any god of his fathers and desire for women, and he will not think about any god because he will be exalted over everything. 38 And he will honor the god Maozin at his place, and he will honor the god whom his ancestors did not know with gold and silver and prized stone and with desirable things. 39 And he will act against the fortresses of refuge with an alien god and multiply honor and subject many to them. Then he will divide up the land for gifts. 40 And at the end of the time, he will fight with the king of the south, and the king of the north will gather against him with chariots and cavalry and with many ships. Then they will enter into the land and crush and will pass through. 41 And he will enter into the land of sabia and many will become feeble, and these will be preserved from his power: Edom and Moab and the rule of the sons of Ammon. 42 And he will extend power over the land and the land of Egypt will not be for deliverance. 43 And he will rule with the hidden things of gold and silver and with all the desirable things of Egypt and Libya and Ethiopia in their fortresses. 44 And reports and attentions will cause trouble for him from the east and from the north, and he will come with great wrath to destroy many. 45 And he will pitch his tent in Ephadano in the midst of the sea at the holy mountain sabi, and he will come to his portion, and there is no one to rescue him.” 




The Fulfillment of the Consummation

12 “And at that time Michael, the great commander, who stands over the sons of your people, will arise, and there will be a period of oppression, oppression such as has not taken place since which nations came into being on the land until that time. In that time your people will be delivered, everyone who is written in the book. 2 And many of those who sleep in a mound of earth will be awakened, some for eternal life and others for reproach and for eternal shame. 3 And those who have understanding will shine brightly like the shining of the firmament and some of the many righteous will be like the stars for eternity and further. 4 And, you, Daniel, close up the remnants and seal the book until the time of completion, until many are taught, and knowledge is multiplied.” 

5 “I, Daniel, saw and behold, two others stood, one on this side of the bank of the river and one on that side of the bank of the river. 6 He said to the man clothed in fine linen who was above the water of the river, ‘Until when is the end of the marvels that you have spoken?’ 7 I heard the man clothed in fine linen who was above the water of the river and he lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven. He swore by the one who lives eternally, ‘For a time of times, and half of a time, at the completion of the dispersion they will know all these things.’ 8 I heard but did not understand; so I said, ‘O master what are the last of these things?’ 9 Then he said, ‘Come Daniel, because the words are closed and sealed until the time of the end, 10 so that many may choose and be made white and be purified, and the lawless act lawlessly. And the lawless will not comprehend, but the thoughtful will comprehend. 11 From the time of the change of the perpetual sacrifice, he will be given the abomination of desolation; there will be one thousand two hundred and ninety days. 12 Happy is the one who remains and attains to one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days. 13 You, come and relax, for there are still days to the fulfilment of the completion, and you may rise to your share at the of days.’ ” 





SUSANNA—ALTERNATE TEXTa

Susanna and the Evil Elders

1 There was a man living in Babylon, and his name was Jehoiakim. 2 He took a wife whose name was Susanna, daughter of Hilkiah, very beautiful and fearful of the Lord. 3 Her parents were righteous, and they taught their daughter according to the law of Moses. 4 Jehoiakim was very wealthy, and he had an orchard beside his house. And the Jews would come to him on account of him being held in higher esteem than all others. 5 Two elders were assigned from the people as judges in that year, about whom the master said, “Lawlessness sprouted from Babylon, from elders, judges who were intended to guide the people.” 

6 These were constantly in the house of Jehoiakim, and all those who needed a judge would come to them. 7 And it happened when the people left in the middle of the day, Susanna would come in and walk around in the orchard of her husband. 8 The two elders kept watching her entering and walking around according to the day, and they came to be in lust for her. 9 They perverted their own mind, and they turned their eyes away to look not to the heavens or to remember righteous judgments. 10 They were both deeply moved concerning her, but they did not report their distress to one another, 11 for they were ashamed to report their yearning because they wanted to be with her. 12 They watched closely, eagerly, to see her according to the day. 13 They said to one another,b “Let us go into home now because it is lunch time.” And when they went out, they separated from one another. 14 But returning, they came to the same place, and when they asked one another the reason, they confessed their yearning. Then, together, they arranged a time when they would be able to find her alone. 

The Evil Elders’ Opportunity

15 It happened that while they were watching closely for a convenient day, she once came in just like the day before and the third day before, alone with two girls. And she wanted to bathe in the orchard because it was scorching hot. 16 There was no one there except the two elders, hidden and observing her. 17 She said to the girls, “Now, bring me olive oil and soap and close the doors of the orchard so I can bathe.” 18 They did just as she said. They closed the doors of the orchard and went out at the side doors to bring the things assigned to them. They did not see the elders because they were hidden. 

19 And it happened when the girls left, the two old men got up and ran up to her, 20 and they said, “Look, the doors of the orchard are closed, and no one can see us. And we are in lust for you. Therefore, agree with us and be with us. 21 But, if not, we will testify against you that a young man was with you, and you sent the maidens away from you on account of this.” 22 And Susanna groaned and said, “I am confined on every side! For if I do this, it is death for me; and if I do not, I will not escape your hands. 23 It is preferable for me to fall into your hands by not taking part than to sin before the Lord.” 24 And Susanna shouted out with a loud voice, but the two old men opposite her also shouted. 25 And one ran and opened the doors of the orchard. 26 But when they heard the shouting in the orchard, those from the house burst in through the side doors to see what had happened with her. 27 But when the old men said their words, the servants were very ashamed because such a word as this had never been said about Susanna. 

The Cover-Up

28 And it happened on the next day, as the people assembled around her husband, Jehoiakim, the two old men came full of lawless thoughts against Susanna to put her to death. And they said before the people, 29 “Send in Susanna, daughter of Hilkiah, who is the wife of Jehoiakim.” Then they sent for her. 30 And she came, and her parents and her children and all her relatives. 31 But Susanna was very delicate and beautiful in shape. 32 Then the lawless ones ordered her to be uncovered, for she was veiled, so that they could be filled with her beauty. 33 Then those who were with her and all the ones who looked at her began crying. 34 The two old men arose in the midst of the people and put their hands on her head. 35 She wept and looked up into heaven because her heart had trusted in the Lord. 36 The old men said, “While we were walking alone in the orchard, she entered with two girls and closed the doors of the orchard and sent the girls away. 37 A young man who was hidden came to her, and he lay down with her. 38 But because we were in the corner of the orchard, upon seeing the lawlessness, we ran to them. 39 And when we saw them having sexual intercourse, we could not gain possession of that man because he was stronger than us and he opened the doors and leapt away. 40 But we seized this woman, and asked her who the young man was. 41 And she did not want to tell us. We testify to these things.” The assembly believed them, as they were elders of the people and judges, and they condemned her to die. 

Susanna’s Plea

42 But Susanna shouted out with a loud voice and said, “God Eternal, who divines the hidden things, who knows everything before their beginning, 43 you realize that they have testified against me with lies. And look, I will die, doing nothing wrong that these men maliciously accuse against me.” 

The Lord Uses Daniel

44 And the Lord listened to her voice. 45 And while she was being led away to be put to death, God roused the holy spirit of a young boy named Daniel, 46 and he cried out with a loud voice, “I am innocent of the blood of this woman!” 47 Then all the people turned toward him and said, “What is this word that you have spoken?” 48 As he stood in their midst, he said, “In this way you are stupid, O people of Israel! Without examining or recognizing what is clear, you have condemned a daughter of Israel! 49 Go back into the court, for these men have testified lies against her.” 50 All the people returned quickly, and the elders said to him, “Come, sit in our midst and tell us, because God has given you the privilege of an elder.” 51 So Daniel said to them, “Separate them far from one another, and I will question them.” 52 Then, when they were separated, the one from the other one, he called one of them and said to him, “O you who have become old of evil days, now your sins are present, which you continued to do before, 53 by judging unrighteous cases and condemning the innocent but dismissing the blameworthy, while the Lord says, ‘You shall not kill an innocent and righteous person.’ 54 Now, therefore, if you really saw this woman, tell us: Under what tree did you see them having sexual intercourse with one another?” He said, “Under the mastic tree.” 55 Then Daniel said, “Rightly, you have lied against your own head—for the angel of God has already received the statement from God; he will split you in half.” 56 After he had removed him, he ordered to bring the other and said to him, “Seed of Canaan and not of Judah, beauty has deceived you, and lust has distorted your heart. 57 You used to act in this way to the daughters of Israel, and those women, since they were frightened, would have sexual intercourse with you, but a daughter of Judah did not tolerate your lawlessness. 58 Now, therefore, tell me: Under what tree did you seize them talking to one another?” So he said, “Under the evergreen oak.” 59 Daniel said to him, “Surely, you also have lied against your own head; for the angel of God is waiting, holding a sword to cut you in half to destroy you.” 

Susanna’s Honor Restored

60 And all the assembly cried out with a loud voice and praised the God who delivers those who hope in him. 61 And they stood up against the two old men because Daniel had shown them from their own mouths they were false witnesses. And they did to them just as they had maliciously intended against the neighbor 62 by acting according to the law of Moses, and they killed them. And innocent blood was saved on that day. 63 Hilkiah and his wife praised for their daughter, with Jehoiakim her husband and all their kindred, because no unseemly action was found in her. 

64 Daniel became great before the people from day that and beyond. 





BEL AND THE DRAGON—ALTERNATE TEXTa

Daniel and the Priests of Bel

1 And King Astyages was added to his ancestors, and Cyrus the Persian received his dominion. 2 And Daniel was a confidant of the king, and he was held in esteem above all his friends. 3 And the Babylonians had an idol whose name was Bel, and every day they would offer twelve measures of the finest wheaten flour and forty sheep and six measures of wine to it. 4 And the king would honor it and would go each day to bow before it. But Daniel kept bowing before his God. And the king said to him, “On what account do you not bow before Bel?” 5 Then he said, “Because I do not honor idols made by hand, but the living God who created the heavens and the earth and has dominion over all flesh.” 6 And the king said to him, “Does Bel not seem to you to be a living God? Or do you not see what he eats and drinks every day?” 7 Daniel said, laughing, “Do not be deceived, O king, for this is clay inside and bronze on the outside, and he has never eaten.” 8 And the king became angry and summoned his priests and said to them, “If you do not tell me who is the one consuming this expenditure, you will die. 9 But if you prove that Bel consumes them, Daniel will die because he has blasphemed against Bel.” Daniel said to the king, “May it be according to your word.” 10 And, there were seventy priests of Bel, excluding their wives and children. The king went with Daniel to the house of Bel. 11 And the priests of Bel said, “Look, we are departing outside, but you, O king, set out the food and place the wine after it is mixed and close the door and seal it with your signet. 12 And when you arrive in the morning, if you do not find everything eaten by Bel, we should die, or Daniel, the one who lies about us, should die.” 13 They were acting contemptuously because they had made a hidden entrance under the table, and they were continually entering through it and consuming it. 14 And it happened as they departed, and the king set out food for Bel. And Daniel commanded his servants, and they brought ashes, and they scattered the ashes around the whole temple before the king alone. And when they went out, they closed the door and sealed it with the signet of the king and departed. 15 Then the priests and their wives and children came during the night according to their habit, and they devoured and drank everything. 

16 And the king woke early in the morning, and Daniel was with him. 17 And he said, “Are the seals secure, Daniel?” And he said, “They are secure, O king.” 18 It happened at the same time the doors opened, when the king looked at the table, he shouted with a loud voice, “You are great, Bel! And there is none beside you, and not a single treachery.” 19 And Daniel laughed and grabbed the king so that he could not enter inside and said, “Indeed, see the ground and notice whose footprints these are.” 20 And the king said, “I see the footprints of men and women and children.” 21 Infuriated, the king then assembled the priests and their wives and children. And they showed him the hidden doors through which they would go in and consume the things on the table. 22 And the king killed them, and he gave Bel to Daniel, and he destroyed it and its temple. 

Daniel Destroys a Dragon

23 And there was a great dragon, and the Babylonians worshiped it. 24 And the king said to Daniel, “You cannot say that this one is not a living God; and bow before it.” 25 And Daniel said, “I will bow before the Lord my God because he is a living God. 26 But you, O king, give me authority, and I will kill the dragon without a sword and staff.” And the king said, “I give it to you.” 27 And Daniel took pitch and fat and hair and boiled them together, and he made cakes and put them into the mouth of the dragon. And after it had eaten, the dragon tore open, and he said, “Behold, things for your worship!” 

Daniel Suffers the Wrath of the Bel Followers

28 And it happened when the Babylonians heard, they were irritated, and they united together against the king and said, “The king has become a Jew! He has torn down Bel, and he killed the dragon and murdered the priests!” 29 And when they came to the king, they said, “Hand Daniel over to us, or else we will kill you and your house.” 30 And the king saw that they were pressing him very much, and, since he was forced, he handed Daniel over to them. 31 They threw him into the lions’ den lions, and he was there six days. 32 There were seven lions in the den, and two bodies and two sheep were given to them daily, but then nothing was given to them so that they would consume Daniel. 

The Lord Saves Daniel

33 And Habakkuk the prophet was in Judah. And he boiled vegetables, and he crumbled bread into a bowl, and he would go into the plain to bring food to the harvesters. 34 And an angel of the Lord said to Habakkuk, “Bring the meal that you have to Babylon to Daniel in the den of lions.” 35 And Habakkuk said, “O Lord, I have not seen Babylon, and I do not know the den.” 36 And the angel of the Lord seized his top, and as he gripped the hair of his head, he put him in Babylon above the den in the whizzing of his spirit. 37 And Habakkuk shouted, saying, “Daniel, Daniel, take the meal that God sent you.” 38 And Daniel said, “For you have remembered me, O God, and you have not forsaken the ones who loved you.” 39 And Daniel rose and ate. The angel of God immediately delivered Habakkuk to his place. 40 The king came on the seventh day to mourn for Daniel, and he went to the den and looked in and look, Daniel was sitting there. 41 And he shouted aloud with a great voice and said, “You are great, O Lord, God of Daniel, and there is no other except you.” 42 And he pulled him up, and threw those responsible for his destruction into the den, and they were devoured immediately before him. 
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Genesis

aLit. “of the water and of the water”


bOr “sky”


cLit. “creeping things of living souls”


aLit. “you will die the death”


b3:1 begins here in HB


cLit. “not by death you will die”


aZōē is the Gk. word for “life”


bLit. “into the age”


aLit. “There came to be for Enoch Irad”


bLit. “seven times has been avenged from Cain”


aLit. “named”


b5:32–6:1 in HB


cLit. “for the age”


aOr “in a westerly direction”


aLit. “tiller of soil”


bRhodanim is more likely associated with the Greeks than the unknown Heb. Dodanim, and so may be original.


aLit. “as far as coming as far as”


bLit. “hear”


aLit. “having received”


aLit. “until the age”


bLit. “Having arisen”


cLit. “land both unto the length of it and unto the breadth”


dLit. “unto the ages”


eLit. “having gone”


aThat is, the carcass halves


bLit. “filled up to the present”


a15:21 begins here in HB


bLit. “opposite the face of all”


aLit. “he will be into”


bLit. “for a meeting with”


aLit. “turning”


bLit. “with a view to season”


cLit. “the woman’s things had ceased to happen for Sarah”


aLit. “from young man to elder”


bLit. “from small to great”


cLit. “he seemed to jest before his sons-in-law”


dLit. “while saving save your own soul”


aThe Gk. adds the explanation that Heb. “Moab” means “from my father”; this is implicit in Heb.


bThe Gk. uses the proper name “Ammon,” then adds an explanation reflecting the fact that Heb. “Ben-Ammi” means “son of my people.”


aLit. “said all these words in their ears”


bLit. “Let the matter not be harsh before you”


aTransliteration of a Heb. term meaning “thicket”


bLit. “If indeed blessing I will bless”


cLit. “increasing I will increase”


aLit. “ears before”


aLit. “the road of truth”


bLit. “mouth”


aLit. “opposite the face of,” twice in this verse


bLit. “received in her belly”


aLit. “stomach”


bLit. “fainting”


aLit. “Having seen, we have seen”


aLit. “you will be into”; this phrase is the word-for-word translation of a regular Heb. construction meaning “to become”


aHeb. “Paddan-Aram”


aLit. “before me”


bLit. “according to himself”


cLit. “third day”


aLit. “consumed with devouring”


bLit. “the things at his hand”


cHeb. “Paddan-aram”


d31:26–27 in HB


eLit. “longingly for you longed”


fLit. “Do not bear with difficulty”


aHeb. has “times,” as in ten times rather than ten ewe lambs


bSwete 31:55–32:32 = HB 32:1–33


aLit. “flock and flock”


aHeb. “Paddan-Aram”


bLit. “face”


aLit. “four-footed animals”


bLit. “bodies”


aHeb. “Paddan-Aram”


b35:22 in HB


cLit. “before him”


aHeb. “Paddan-Aram”


bLit. “bodies”


cLit. “land of their sojourning”


aLit. “censure”


aOr “chief of the royal guard”


aLit. “in belly she received from him”


bLit. “in belly she has”


aLit. “I in my belly bearing”


bOr “chief of the royal guard”


cLit. “anything of the things with respect to himself”


aLit. “of sun city” (also in 41:50)


aLit. “no longer is present” (also in 42:32)


aHeb. Paddan-Aram”


bLit. “of sun city”


aLit. “How many the years of the days of your life?”


aLit. “be upon”


bHeb. “Paddan-Aram”


aHeb. “my honor”; Greeks considered the liver to be the seat of the passions


aLit. “he may repay repayment to us”


Exodus

aLit. “not when”


bLit. “sun city”


cLit. “very very”


dLit. “belly she received”


aLit. “received in belly”


aLit. “if not”


aLit. “stood”


bLit. “yesterday and the third day”


aLit. “yesterday and the third day”


aLit. “this”


bSwete 8:1–32 = HB 7:26–8:28


aLit. “from which days nation came upon it”


aLit. “Until when”


bLit. “Until when”


cLit. “who and who”


aLit. “Watch out for yourself”


aLit. “not when”


bLit. “for the eternal time”


aLit. “a different one to another”


aLit. “For what this”


aLit. “for the age”


bLit. “not when”


a20:13–15 are reordered in HB


aLit. “I will name my name there”


bLit. “he dies by death”


cVerse 16–17 are reversed in HB


dLit. “end by death”


eLit. “end by death”


aLit. “in belly having”


bLit. “before yesterday”


cLit. “before the third”


dLit. “before yesterday”


eLit. “before the third”


fSwete 22:1–31 = HB 21:37–22:30


aHeb. “God”


aLit. “take part in it”


aLit. “into the ears of the people”


aSwete 25:6–34 = HB 25:7–35, with verses 34–35 reversed


aLit. “of one face”


a28:29 in HB


bSwete 28:24–39 = HB 28:23–28, 30–43


aLit. “unto the ages”


bSwete 29:21 = HB 29:20–21


aLit. “will come of it”


bLit. “morning by morning”


cLit. “shall not bear”


a30:27–28 in HB


bLit. “an equal for an equal”


aSwete 32:9 = HB 32:8–9


bLit. “not when”


cLit. “to the ages”


aLit. “the writing the writing”


bLit. “the nearest to him”


aLit. “in order that not”


aLit. “before his face”


bLit. “not when”


cLit. “with the inhabitants toward foreign tribes upon the land”


aSwete 35:8–19 = HB 35:9–19, reordered


aLit. “from those who”


aSwete 36:8–40 = HB 39:1–31


aSwete 37:1–6 = HB 36:8–9, 35–38


bSwete 37:3–6 = HB 36:35–38


cSwete 37:7–21 = HB 38:9–23


dLit. “according to behind”


aSwete 38:1–17 = HB 37:1–3, 5–11, 13–18, 22–23


aSwete 38:22–24 = HB 38:1, 3–5, 7


bSwete 38:25 = HB 37:29


cSwete 38:26 = HB 38:8


dSwete 38:27 = HB 40:30–32


eSwete 39:1–11 = HB 38:24–39:1, reordered


fLit. “sixty myriads”


gSwete 39:14–23 = HB 39:22–43, reordered


aSwete 40:6–9 = HB 40:6, 8–10


bSwete 40:10–32 = HB 40:12–27, 29, 33–38


Leviticus

aSwete 6:1–7 = HB 5:20–26


bSwete 6:8–30 = HB 6:1–23


aSwete 6:31–7:28 = HB 7:1–38


aThe shoulder piece contained the symbols of God’s answer, the oracular tools


bHeb. “Urim and Thummim”


aGk. word is obscure; Heb. may refer to another kind of locust or grasshopper


aOr “leprosy,” but this is uncertain; the Gk. word is translated as “skin disease” throughout ch. 13


aOr possibly “a feast to commemorate the exodus”


bThat is, small tents


aOr “jubilee”


aHeb. “shekels”


aAn obel is one-fifth of a drachma


Numbers

aSwete 1:24–35 = HB 1:26–37


bSwete 1:36–37 = HB 1:24–25


aThe repetition reflects a Heb. idiom meaning “any man”


aTransliteration of Heb. measurement


bSwete 13:1–34 = HB 12:16–33


aHeb. “the Amalakites” (also in verse 45)


aSwete 16:36–17:13 = HB 17:1–28


aHeb. “devoted thing” or “accursed thing”


aHeb. “Book of the Wars of the Lord”


aSwete 26:1 = HB 25:19–26:1


bHeb. “plains” or “steppes”


aSwete 26:15–23 = HB 26:19–27


bSwete 26:24–27 = HB 26:15–18


cSwete 26:28–32 = HB 26:44–47


dSwete 26:33–47 = HB 26:29–43


aHeb. “plains” or “steppes”


aHeb. “Urim”


aThe repetition of “the mountain” is generally understood to refer to Mount Hor


Deuteronomy

aThe place name “Horeb” is used predominantly in place of “Sinai” throughout LXX Deut


aRefers to Edom (south of Moab)


bLit. “wiped them out from their face”


aLit. “rising of the sun”


aSwete 5:17–18 = HB 5:18, 17


aSwete 12:32–13:18 = HB 13:1–19


aSwete 14:14–28 = HB 14:15–29


aLit. “a word from the belly”


aSwete 22:30–23:23 = HB 23:1–24


aSwete 23:24 = HB 23:26


aLit. “his twins”


aSwete 29:1–29 = HB 28:69–29:28


aLit. “going up middle”


Joshua

aLit. “rising of the sun”


aLit. “rising of the sun”


aSwete 9:3–33 = HB 8:30–9:27


aLXX does not contain 10:43 of HB


aLit. “rising of the sun”


aLit. “rising of the sun”


aLit. “back sea”


bLit. “rising of the sun”


aLit. “rising of the sun”


bIn Swete, verses 48–48a come before 47–47a; HB includes verses 47 and 48 (in sequence) but does not include 47a and 48a


aLXX does not contain 20:4–6 of HB


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “peace offerings”


Judges

aLit. “angered with wrath”


bLit. “a message to me”


cLit. “a message of God to me”


aThe term typically denotes the Philistines


aHeb. reads “stronghold”


aGk. Ares


aHeb. “my father is king”


aLit. “What to me and you”


bHeb. “Sea of Reeds”


aLit. “sons of the sons”


bLit. “you have in the womb”


aHeb. Ramoth Lehi


aLit. “they hymned”


bLit. “filled the hand of”


aLit. “at the same”


bLit. “thighs”


aLit. “rising of the sun”


1 Kingdoms

aLit., “Look, I”


aAbout twenty-two liters


aLit. “By no means to me”


bLit. “Look, I”


aLXX does not contain 17:41 of HB


bLXX does not contain 18:1–6a of HB


aLXX does not contain 18:10–11 of HB


bLXX does not contain 18:17–19 of HB


cLXX does not contain 18:30 of HB


aSwete 20:15 = HB 20:15–16


bTransliteration of Heb. term; meaning uncertain


aTransliteration of Heb. term; meaning uncertain


bThe meaning is unclear in both Heb. and Gk.


cSwete 20:43–21:15 = HB 21:1–16


aSwete does not contain 23:12 of HB


aLit. “to make preparations”


aHeb. “to the stronghold”


2 Kingdoms

aLit. “not be lacking from”


aHeb. “marching”


aLit. “in all to which”


aLit. “I have in womb”


aHeb. term meaning “Beloved of Yah”


bLit. “the city of the kingdom”


cAlso the name of Michal in Gk.


aWhile the Heb. and Gk. texts here read “Israelite,” the parallel in 1 Chr 2:17 reads “Ishmaelite”


bTransliteration of Heb. term likely referring to cheese


aSwete 18:33–19:43 = HB 19:1–44


aTransliteration of Heb. term for “strife” or “contention”; the intended meaning is likely “a man to contend with” or possibly “a man of great size.”


3 Kingdoms

aThis refers to the mother of Adonijah (who was not the mother of Absalom); see 2 Kgdms 3:3–4


aLit. “into the age”


bLit. “first priest”


aRefers to opening something for trade


bSwete does not include HB 3:1, but the same content appears in Swete 4:31


aLit. “To me”


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “from beyond”


bFor 4:17–19, verse order differs in HB


cSwete 4:20–21 = HB 5:7–8


dSwete 4:22–24 = HB 5:2–4


eSwete 4:25–30 = HB 5:9–14


fSwete 4:31 = HB 3:1


gSwete 4:32–33 = HB 9:16–17


hSwete 5:1–17 = HB 5:15–32


iLit. “there is no evil sin”


aTransliteration of a Heb. term likely corrupted from a word meaning “food”


bSwete 6:2–3 = HB 5:31–32a


cSwete 6:4–5 = HB 6:37–38


dSwete 6:6–7 = HB 6:2–3


eSwete 6:8 = HB 6:14


fSwete 6:9–15 = HB 6:4–10


aSwete 6:16–34 = HB 6:15–36


bSwete 7:1–6 = HB 7:13–18


cSwete 7:7 = HB 7:21


dSwete 7:8–9 = HB 7:19–20


aSwete 7:10–11 = HB 7:23–24


bSwete 7:12 = HB 7:26


cSwete 7:13 = HB 7:25


dSwete 7:14–37 = HB 7:27–51


eOr “left”


fOr “right”


aSwete 7:38–50 = HB 7:1–12


bSwete does not include HB 8:12–13, but the same content appears in Swete 8:53a


aSwete 8:53a = HB 8:12–13


aA mina is equivalent to one hundred drachmas


bThis appears to translate a similar sounding variant for Heb. “round” or “rounded”


cLit. “on one side and on one side”


dSwete 10:23 = HB 9:15, 17, 19


eSwete 10:24 = HB 9:19–21


fSwete 10:25 = HB 9:22


gSwete 10:26–29 = HB 10:23–26


aSwete 10:30 = HB 5:1


bSwete 10:31–33 = HB 10:27–29


cSwete 11:1 = HB 11:1, 3


dOr “Idumean”


eOr “images”


fIn 11:3–8, verse sequence differs from HB 11:3–8


gSwete 11:14 = HB 11:14, 23–25


hOr “Idumea”


aSwete 11:22 includes HB 11:25; Swete does not include HB 11:23–24


bSwete 11:43 = HB 11:43, 12:2


aOr “Zeredah”


aSwete does not contain HB 14:1–20


aTransliteration of Heb. expression meaning “none was exempt”


aMost MSS read “seven days”


aHeb. “Baal”


bHeb. “Asherah”


cLit. “sea”


aSwete 20:1–29 = HB 21:1–29


bCompared to HB, Swete lacks part of verse 10, all of verses 11–12, and part of verse 13


cA Hebraism meant to indicate the opposite—namely, that he cursed God and the king


aSwete 21:1–43 = HB 20:1–43


aSome MSS read “sixty thousand”


b20:16 in HB


cHeb. “Succoth” means “tents”


aLit. “poured out drinks,” an action that often accompanied making a treaty


aOther MSS read “How often must I make you swear”


bLit. “If returning you return”


4 Kingdoms

aLit. “Baal-fly”


aLit. “What to me and to you?”


aA literal translation of a Heb. expression refering to the same time next year


bLit. “conceived in womb”


aOther MSS read “borrowed”


aTransliteration of a Heb. unit of measurement


aTransliteration of Heb. word for “gift”


bLit. “having in womb”


cTransliteration of Heb. word for “quilt”


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “bone” or “bare”


aLit. “mouth to mouth”


bLit. “rising of the sun”


aSome MSS add “of the Lord”


bSome MSS read “sadērōth,” a transliteration of the Heb. word “ranks”


cThe Gk. may translate a Heb. word in which the change of a single consonant would amount to the difference between “thirds” and “shields”


dSome MSS read “nezer,” a transliteration of the Heb. word “crown”


eThe Gk. may translate a Heb. word in which the change of a single consonant would amount to the difference between “bond” and “conspiracy”


fSome MSS read “sadērōth,” a transliteration of the Heb. word “ranks”


aSwete 11:21–12:21 = HB 12:1–22


bTransliteration of Heb. word for “breach” or “damage” (throughout this passage)


aLit. “in it”


bSome MSS add “sons”


aLit. “with faces”


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “in front of the people”


bLit. “who had in the womb”


aLit. “gathered together” or “knotted a thread”


aLit. “the house of the guard”


aThe Heb. text adds “one of the priests”


bPossibly to be read as “Each of the nations”


cPossibly to be understood as “each nation”


aThe Heb. text reads “the chief commander, the chief eunuch, and the chief adviser”


aLit. “thighs”


bTransliteration of Heb. word for a grove of trees—which is a homonym for the place name “Carmel,” as understood here by the LXX translators


aTransliteration of Heb. word meaning “gift” or “tribute”


aLit. “from mouth to mouth”


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “fields”


bTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “priests of idols”


aTransliteration of Heb. “cult prostitutes”


bPossibly a transliteration of a Heb. term (not present in MT) likely referring to garments


cTransliteration of Heb. term of uncertain meaning; usually understood as a place name


dTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “courts”


aLit. “wishing ones”; the Heb. term refers to consulting the dead or other spirits, but the LXX translators read it as another Heb. term meaning “to will” or “to wish”


aLit. “chief cook” (throughout this passage)


bSwete 25:9 = HB 25:9–10


cHeb.: “the second priest” (the priest next in rank)


aLit. “something of his day by day”


1 Chronicles

aLXX lacks 1:18–23


aThe word “gabes” is part of the name Igabēs (transliterated “Jabez”) and points to a meaning of “pain”


bSwete provides only four cities; HB adds the city of Ain


aThat is, Reuben


aSwete 6:1–81 = HB 5:27–41; 6:1–66


aVerse 5 begins here in HB; Swete 12:4b–40 = HB 12:5–41


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “harps” (also in 21, 28; 16:5; 25:1, 6)


bTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “stringed instruments” (also in 21, 28, 16:5; 25:1, 6)


cTransliteration of Heb. “Alamoth,” likely a musical term


dTransliteration of Heb. “on the Sheminith,” likely a musical term


aLXX lacks 16:24


aHeb. “from Tibhath”


aTechnically they were cousins, but this Gk. term can be used for a range of male relations


aLit. “one one,” twice in this verse


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “storehouses”


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “treasury”


bTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “onyx”


cTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “precious alabaster”


2 Chronicles

aSwete 2:1–18 = HB 1:18–2:17


aTransliteration of Heb. measure “kor” (also in 27:5)


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “porch”


bLXX lacks verse 12


cTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “chains”


dTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “inner sanctuary”


eHeb. “Jachin” and “Boaz”


fThat is, they were in a sitting position


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “porch” (also in 5:9)


b5:1 begins here in HB


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “harps” (also in 9:11; 20:28; 29:25)


bTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “stringed instruments” (also in 20:28; 29:25)


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “gift”


aLit. “riddles very heavy in strength”


aLit. “cave dwellers”


aSwete: 14:1–15 = HB 13:23–14:14


aHeb. “Aram”


bLit. “the spirit from me the spirit to you the spirit of the Lord from me to speak to you”


aHeb. “Aram”


aHeb. “Ammonites”


aLit. “silver”


aA citation of Deut 24:16


bThat is, Amaziah


cThat is, God


dTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “thistle” or “thornbush”


aHeb. “Ammonites”


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “exempt from duties”


aLit. “in trust” (also in 31:15, 18; 34:12)


aLit. “silver”


aTransliteration of unclear Heb. term; possibly “sodomites”


aLit. “for filling up seventy years”


Esdras A

aLit. “de-established”


bLit. “with”


aHeb. “Urim and Thummim”


bIn the vicinity of Jerusalem


aLit. “fell asleep upon”


bLit. “leading the people”


aHeb. text and some MSS omit “not”


bOr “kings”


Esdras B

aEsdras B 1–10 = Ezra 1–10 in HB


bTransliteration of Heb. term for “bowl” or “basin”


aHeb. “Urim and Thummim”; the Gk. representing “Urim and Thummim” in other instances could be translated “the symbol of clarity and the symbol of truth”


bTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “tunics”;


cTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “temple servants”


aThe LXX transliterates these proper nouns from aramaic


aEsdras B 11–23 = 1–13 in HB


aHeb.: “the valley by night”


aThat is, “nobles”


aSwete 14:1–23 = HB 3:33–4:17


aLit. “son”


aSwete 17:69–73 = HB Neh 7:68–72


bSwete 18:1 = HB Neh 7:72–8:1


aSwete 19:38–20:39 = HB Neh 10:1–40


aSwete 22:8 = HB Neh 12:8–9


bTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “hymns of praise”


aRefers to Israel


bSome MSS add “that Eliashib did for Tobiah”


aThat is, everything foreign


Psalms

aOr “a human” (twice in this verse)


aSwete 9:22–39 = HB 10:1–18


aPs 10 = Ps 11 in HB


bPs 11 = Ps 12 in HB


aPs 12 = Ps 13 in HB


bPs 13 = Ps 14 in HB


aPs 14 = Ps 15 in HB


bPs 15 = Ps 16 in HB


aPs 16 = Ps 17 in HB


aPs 17 = Ps 18 in HB


aPs 18 = Ps 19 in HB


aPs 19 = Ps 20 in HB


aPs 20 = Ps 21 in HB


bPs 21 = Ps 22 in HB


aPs 22 = Ps 23 in HB


bPs 23 = 24 in HB


aPs 24 = Ps 25 in HB


aPs 25 = Ps 26 in HB


aPs 26 = Ps 27 in HB


aPs 27 = Ps 28 in HB


bPs 28 = Ps 29 in HB


aPs 29 = Ps 30 in HB


aPs 30 = Ps 31 in HB


aPs 31 = Ps 32 in HB


aPs 32 = Ps 33 in HB


bOr “breath”


aPs 33 = Ps 34 in HB


aPs 34 = Ps 35 in HB


aPs 35 = Ps 36 in HB


aPs 36 = Ps 37 in HB


aPs 37 = Ps 38 in HB


aPs 38 = Ps 39 in HB


aPs 39 = Ps 40 in HB


aPs 40 = Ps 41 in HB


aPs 41 = 42 in HB


bPs 42 = Ps 43 in HB


aPs 43 = Ps 44 in HB


bSome MSS add “8 For you saved us from those who afflict us, and those who hate us you put to shame”


aPs 44 = Ps 45 in HB


aPs 45 = Ps 46 in HB


aPs 46 = Ps 47 in HB


aPs 47 = Ps 48 in HB


bPs 48 = Ps 49 in HB


aPs 49 = Ps 50 in HB


aPs 50 = Ps 51 in HB


aPs 51 = Ps 52 in HB


aPs 52 = Ps 53 in HB


bPs 53 = Ps 54 in HB


aPs 54 = Ps 55 in HB


aPs 55 = Ps 56 in HB


aPs 56 = Ps 57 in HB


aPs 57 = Ps 58 in HB


aPs 58 = Ps 59 in HB


aPs 59 = Ps 60 in HB


bPs 60 = Ps 61 in HB


aPs 61 = Ps 62 in HB


aPs 62 = Ps 63 in HB


bPs 63 = Ps 64 in HB


aPs 64 = Ps 65 in HB


aPs 65 = Ps 66 in HB


aPs 66 = Ps 67 in HB


bPs 67 = Ps 68 in HB


aPs 68 = Ps 69 in HB


aPs 69 = Ps 70 in HB


aPs 70 = Ps 71 in HB


aPs 71 = 72 in HB


aPs 72 = Ps 73 in HB


aPs 73 = Ps 74 in HB


aPs 74 = Ps 75 in HB


bPs 75 = Ps 76 in HB


aPs 76 = Ps 77 in HB


aPs 77 = Ps 78 in HB


aPs 78 = Ps 79 in HB


bPs 79 = Ps 80 in HB


aPs 80 = Ps 81 in HB


aPs 81 = Ps 82 in HB


aPs 82 = Ps 83 in HB


aPs 83 = Ps 84 in HB


bPs 84 = Ps 85 in HB


aPs 85 = Ps 86 in HB


aPs 86 = Ps 87 in HB


aPs 87 = Ps 88 in HB


aPs 88 = Ps 89 in HB


aPs 89 = Ps 90 in HB


aPs 90 = Ps 91 in HB


aPs 91 = Ps 92 in HB


aPs 92 = Ps 93 in HB


bPs 93 = Ps 94 in HB


cThe Gk. word for “Sabbath,” when plural, can mean “week.”


aPs 94 = Ps 95 in HB


aPs 95 = Ps 96 in HB


aPs 96 = Ps 97 in HB


bPs 97 = Ps 98 in HB


aPs 98 = Ps 99 in HB


bPs 99 = Ps 100 in HB


aPs 100 = Ps 101 in HB


aPs 101 = Ps 102 in HB


aPs 102 = Ps 103 in HB


aPs 103 = Ps 104 in HB


aPs 104:35 in HB


bSwete 104:1–45 = HB 105:1–45


aPs 105 = Ps 106 in HB


a106:48 in HB


bSwete 106:1–43 = HB 107:1–43


aPs 107 = Ps 108 in HB


aPs 108 = Ps 109 in HB


aPs 109 = Ps 110 in HB


aPs 110 = Ps 111


bPs 111 = Ps 112 in HB


aPs 112 = Ps 113 in HB


bLit. “risings of sun”


cLit. “settings”


d113:9 in HB


eSwete 113:1–8 = HB 114:1–8


aSwete 113:9–26 = 115:1–18 in HB


a115:18 in HB


bSwete 114:1–9 = HB 116:1–9


cSwete 115:1–10 = HB 116:10–19


a116:19 in HB


b117:1 in HB


c117:2 in HB


dPart of or end of 117:2 in HB


eSwete 117:1–29 = HB 118:1–29


fSome MSS add “4 Let all those who fear the Lord say indeed that he is good, because his mercy is forever.”


aPs 118 = Ps 119 in HB


aPs 119 = 120 in HB


bPs 120 = 121 in HB


cPs 121 = Ps 122 in HB


aPs 122 = Ps 123 in HB


bPs 123 = Ps 124 in HB


aPs 124 = Ps 125 in HB


bPs 125 = Ps 126 in HB


cPs 126 = Ps 127 in HB


aPs 127 = 128 in HB


bPs 128 = 129 in HB


aPs 129 = Ps 130 in HB


bPs 130 = Ps 131 in HB


cPs 131 = Ps 132 in HB


aPs 132 = Ps 133 in HB


aPs 133 = Ps 134 in HB


bPs 134 = Ps 135 in HB


a135:21 in HB


bSwete 135:1–26 = HB 136:1–26


aSome MSS add “23 because in our humiliation the Lord remembered us, because his mercy is for eternity”


bPs 136 = Ps 137 in HB


aPs 137 = Ps 138 in HB


bPs 138 = Ps 139 in HB


aPs 139 = Ps 140 in HB


aPs 140 = Ps 141 in HB


aPs 141 = Ps 142 in HB


aPs 142 = Ps 143 in HB


bPs 143 = Ps 144 in HB


aPs 144 = 145 in HB


aPs 145 = Ps 146 in HB


b146:10 in HB


cSwete 146:1–11 = HB 147:1–11


aSwete 147:1–9 = HB 147:12–20


b148:1 in HB


a149:1 in HB


b150:1 in HB


aHB does not include Ps 151


Proverbs

aThat is, primeval men, giants


aLit. “soul”


aLit. “sons of sons”


a16:6 in HB


b16:7 in HB


c16:8 in HB


d16:9 in HB


e15:30 in HB


fSwete 16:3–4 = HB 15:32–33


g16:2 in HB


h16:5 in HB


a16:7–8 do not appear in HB


b16:4 in HB


aLit. “children of children”


aThis line appears as part of 17:19 in HB


bThis line does not appear in HB


aSwete 18:23–19:26 = HB 19:3–29


aSwete 20:10–12 = HB 20:20–22


bSwete 20:13–16 = HB 20:10–13


cSwete 20:17–24 = HB 20:23–30


a22:18 begins here in HB


bLit. “from where?”—meaning “how can it be that he should repay?”


a23:8 begins here in HB


aOr “livid”


bOr “storehouses”


c24:10 begins here in HB


a24:22a–22e do not appear in HB


bHB lacks the previous two lines


cSwete 24:24–37 = HB 30:1–14


aSwete 24:38–49 = HB 24:23–34


aSwete 24:50–77 = HB 30:15–31:9


aLit. “one setting an eye”


aSome MSS read “will hate the pure”


aSwete 29:28–49 = HB 31:10–31


b31:26 in HB


c31:25 in HB


Ecclesiastes

aLit. “for the age”


aOr “spirit,” here and throughout Ecclesiastes


aLit. “a house of the prisoners”


bOr “since also in his kingdom”


aSwete 7:1–30 = HB 6:11–8:1


a8:1 begins here in HB


a9:1 begins here in HB


b9:2 begins here in HB


aOr “advantage”


aLit. “in the storehouse” or “treasury of your bedroom”


aLit. “come upon” or “overtake you”


Song of Songs

aLit. “The beautiful one among women”


aLit. “in the nights”


bLit. “in the nights”


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “in layers” or “courses”


bLit. “a flaw is not in you”


cSome MSS read “in a single one, with an ornament of your necks”


aLit. “Your sending away”


bPart of 4:16 in HB


c5:1 begins here in HB


aTransliteration of Heb. word referring to gold; in 5:15 the same Heb. word is translated into Gk.


bSwete 5:17–7:13 = HB 6:1–7:14


aor “He made”


bSwete 6:12–7:13 = HB 7:1–14


cplural


dLit. “work of hands”


a“You” is masculine singular


Job

aLit. “rising of the sun”


a10:21–22 in HB


aSwete 16:5 is part of HB 16:4


bSwete 16:6–23 = HB 16:5–22


aSwete 18:11 = HB 18:11–12


aSwete 23:14 = HB 23:15


aSwete 32:1 = HB 31:40–32:1


aSome MSS add “3Or will you say, ‘What am I to do, if I sinned?’ ”


aOr “strong as a molten mirror”


aHeb. “the Bear”


aSwete 39:31–40:27 = HB 40:1–32


aSwete 41:1 = HB 41:1–2


bSwete 41:2–25 = HB 41:3–26


Wisdom of Solomon

a2:15 begins here in HB


aLit. “the things in his outcome”


b2:24 in HB


a4:15 begins here in HB


bLit. “setting such a thing in mind”


cLit. “will condemn the old age of many years”


aLit. “And I, becoming,”


aLit. “this”


bLit. “limit to limit”


cLit. “She glorifies nobility of birth, having a living with God”


dLit. “the young, honor beside elders”


aLit. “your acceptable things”


bLit. “This” (throughout ch. 10)


cLit. “unripe in hours; fruit-bearing plants”


aLit. “But both being absent and being present”


aLit. “the appearance”


bLit. “exercise of crafts”


aLit. “base”


aLit. “to wander around”


bLit. “change of birthing”


aLit. “partook also of the strange of taste”


aLit. “attended to”


bLit. “For the most paradoxical”


cLit. “was at work”


dLit. “bringing”


aLit. “this”


bLit. “to precede the sun for thankfulness of you”


cLit. “a rising of light”


aLit. “another in another place”


bLit. “known of them also the coming things”


aLit. “watery things”


aLit. “quench”


Wisdom of Sirach

aSwete lacks verse 5


bSwete lacks verse 7


aSwete lacks verse 21


aSwete lacks verse 19


bSwete lacks verse 25


aThe meaning of the Gk. is obscure


aSwete lacks verse 21


aSwete lacks verses 15–16


aSwete lacks verse 14


aLit. “house together”


bSwete lacks verses 15–16


aSwete lacks verse 5


aSwete lacks verse 16


bSwete lacks verse 18


cSwete lacks verse 21


dSwete lacks verse 3


aSwete includes section title


bSwete lacks verses 18–19


cSwete lacks verse 21


aLit. “laughter of teeth”


bSwete lacks verse 3


aSwete includes section title


aSwete lacks verses 9–10


aSwete includes section title


aSwete lacks verse 18


bSwete lacks verse 24


aSwete lacks verse 12


aSwete lacks verses 19–27


aA section of the Greek text, Sirach 30:25–36:16a, is displaced in the ancient manuscripts. This material has been rearranged to correspond with the original order, as reflected in the Latin translation (which was made before the Greek material was displaced) and in the NRSV. However, the chapter/verse numbering remains aligned with Swete’s edition, which differs from the NRSV: Swete 34:1–36:16a = NRSV 31:1–33:16; Swete 30:25–40 = NRSV 33:17–32; Swete 31:1–33:13a = NRSV 34:1–36:13.


aSwete 30:25–40 = NRSV 33:17–32


aSwete 31:1–33:13a = NRSV 34:1–36:13


aFrom here on, chapter/verse numbering matches the NRSV


aThe meaning of the Gk. is unclear


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “reed grass”


aThe meaning of the Gk. is unclear


aThe meaning of the Gk. is unclear


aThat is, the Euphrates River


aThis term is used elsewhere to describe the Urim (Lev 8:8; Num 27:21; Deut 33:8)


bThis term is used elsewhere to describe the Thummim (Lev 8:8; Deut 33:8)


cLit. “Moses filled hands”


Esther

aThe Septuagint version of Esther includes six major additions to the Hebrew text, identified as sections A–F


bHeb. of 3:1 has “Agagite”


aLit. “them”


aHeb. “the Agagite”


aLit. “a struggle of death”


bLit. “every place of adornment of joy of her”


aSwete D:1 = HB 5:1


bSwete D:12 = HB 5:2


aLit. “throwing around”; a term elsewhere used to signify clothing oneself


aSwete 9:30–31 = HB 9:31–32


bThe Septuagint does not include HB 9:30


Judith

aLit. “the mouth”


aLit. “in what is their power and their strength”


aLit. “failed”


aLit. “those at the needs”


aLit. “she loosed her favorite servant for freedom”


aLit. “the things belonging to her”


Tobit

aLit. “the lords” (also in verse 14)


aLit. “Do not have a word”


aLit. “until you establish and are established toward me”


aLit. “do not have a word”


bLit. “bodies”


aLit. “It is justified for him”


Hosea

aSwete 1:10–2:23 = HB 2:1–25


aLit. “silver”


aThe first two lines of 11:1 are part of 10:15 in HB


b11:1 begins here in HB


aSwete 11:12–12:14 = HB 12:1–15


Amos

aAdamant is a legendary rock of impenetrable hardness


Micah

aSwete 5:1–15 = HB 4:14–5:14


Joel

aLit. “sufficient”


aSwete 2:28–32 = HB 3:1–5


bSwete 3:1–21 = HB 4:1–21


Nahum

a1:15 = beginning of 2:1 in HB


Zephaniah

aSwete 3:1 = HB 2:15


aSwete 3:2 = HB 3:1–2


Haggai

aThe first portion of 2:1 is numbered 1:15 in HB


b2:1 begins here in HB


Zechariah

aSwete 1:18–2:13 = HB 2:1–17


bLit. “upon”


aMeaning “east” or “dawn”; Heb. “Branch”


aMeaning “east” or “dawn”; Heb. “Branch”


bLit. “into grace”


Malachi

aLit. “rising of the sun”


aLit. “so I have given you to be scorned ones”


bThat is, “you showed partiality”


aSwete 4:1–3 = HB 3:19–21


aSwete 4:4–5 = HB 3:23–24


bSwete 4:6 = HB 3:22


Isaiah

aLit. “shawls according to the house”


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “strong drink”


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “strong drink”


bLit. “six wings to the one and six wings to the one”


aSwete 9:1–21 = HB 8:23–9:20


bLit. “rising of the sun”


cLit. “setting of the sun”


aLit. “much water to cover seas”


aLit. “rising of the sun” (also in 11:14)


bThe Nile River


cLit. “bad”


aTransliteration of Aram. term meaning “sojourner”


a15:1 in HB


aLit. “be for you to feel shame”


b17:1 in HB


a19:1 in HB


bOr “his”


a21:1 in HB


b21:11 in HB


c22:1 in HB


a23:1 in HB


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “strong drink”


a24:16 in HB


aLit. “make”


bOr “spirit”


cLit. “a little as, as little as”


dThe meaning of the Greek is unclear


aLit. “thick”


bTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “strong drink”


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “strong drink”


aThis phrase is used for menstruating women in Leviticus


dHeb. refers to various creatures (physical and spiritual) of the wilderness


a38:14–15 in HB


aLit. “having in womb”


bOr “My God has removed judgment and has departed”


cLit. “is there discovery of his wisdom”


aLit. “the coming things”


bLit. “we shall set on the mind”


cLit. “rising of the sun”


aLit. “I will give you for a covenant of the nation”; some MSS read “of my nation”


bLit. “house of guarding”


cOr “a rock”


aSingular for “Jacob and Israel”


bLit. “each of them knew not”


cLit. “put it upon soul”


dSome MSS read “chains” in agreement with “will be bound”


aLit. “Not to me your sheep of your whole burnt offering”


bNumerous MSS add “nor have you served me with your sacrifices”


cLit. “my,” possibly read as “my presence”


dLit. “I gave to destroy Jacob”


eLit. “in order that it might be for humans for burning”


aLit. “From which the half of it”


bLit. “who else turns back the wise into the things behind”


cLit. “rising of the sun”


aLit. “The one who says to his father”


aSome MSS read “they went out”


bSome MSS add “of the sea”


aSome MSS read “God”


bLit. “you shall place them around”


aSome MSS read “of wisdom”


aOr “he will say to Zion”


aOr “has turned away”


bOr “His sentence was done away with by his humiliation”


cSome MSS read “this is my name”


dOr “nor when you are terrified”


aSome MSS read “my holy ones”


bLit. “not unto satisfaction”


cLit. “upon much”


aOr “Come and eat all the wild beasts, the beasts of the forest!”


bLit. “some more”


cLit. “and seeing you I disregarded”


a“Peace upon peace” is the LXX’s manner of translating the Hebrew doubling “Peace, peace”


bSome MSS add “of God”


aLit. “rising of the sun”


bSome MSS read “heart”


aLit. “at the first”


aLit. “according to the season”


bLit. “from the second”


cSome MSS read “will be populated”


aLit. “having”


bLit. “he became for them unto salvation”


aSwete 64:1–12 = HB 63:19–64:11


bThis phrase is used in Leviticus to describe a menstruating woman


aHeb. “God of truth”


aSome MSS read “who dwell in her”


bLit. “on the same”


Jeremiah

a2:1–2 in HB


aThat is, they have seen your condition


bLit. “what to you and”


cLit. “what to you and”


dRefers to the Euphrates River in Mesopotamia


eLit. “in my fornication”


fIt is likely that “which kind” is a scribal error; other MSS read “grass”


gSome scholars identify this term as denoting a place of prostitution


aLit. “for which no there is number”


b2:36–37 in HB


cLit. “not returning will she return”


dLit. “not being defiled will that woman be defiled”


aLit. “but I will not make a consummation”


aHeb. also has “an ancient and enduring nation”


a7:1–2 in HB


aLit. “Shear your head”


b8:10–11 in HB


c8:12–13 in HB


a8:23 in HB


b“Who will give” is a literal translation of the Heb., which expresses a contrary-to-fact wish; the expression can be expressed alternatively as “O that my head were waters and my eyes a spring of tears”


cSwete 9:2–26 = HB 9:1–25


a10:5a not present in HB


b10:5 in HB


aLit. “to come out from them”


aLit. “in the time in which”


bNormally this Gk. word means circumcision, but when used of nonhuman objects such as plants, “pruning” is more appropriate


aLit. “given”


bLit. “there is not a man who sets in heart”


aLit. “have you brought me forth”


bLit. “May it be, O Sovereign; them prospering”


c16:1–2 in HB


a17:22–23 in HB


aLit. “breasts”


aLit. “a destroying man”


bLit. “the land of his fathers”


cLit. “a gift”


a23:28–29 in HB


bSwete does not include HB 23:30–31


aLit. “give”


aSwete 25:14–19 = HB 49:34–39


bJer 26 = Jer 46 in HB


aJer 27 = Jer 50 in HB


aJer 28 = Jer 51 in HB


aSwete 29:1–7 = HB Jer 47:1–7


bSwete 29:8–23 = HB Jer 49:7–22


aSwete 30:1–5 = HB 49:1–5


bLit. “will receive from Israel his rule”


cSwete 30:6–11 = HB 49:28–33


dThe translation “strike” reflects the Gk. text of other MSS, not of Swete (which reads “fill”)


eSwete 30:12–16 = HB 49:23–27


aJer 31 = Jer 48 in HB


aLit. “nor in afternoon did these not make”


bSwete 32:1–24 = HB 25:15–38


aJer 33 = Jer 26 in HB


aSwete 34:1–18 = HB 27:2–22


aJer 35 = Jer 28 in HB


aJer 36 = Jer 29 in HB


aJer 37 = Jer 30 in HB


aJer 38 = Jer 31 in HB


aJer 39 = Jer 32 in HB


aJer 40 = Jer 33 in HB


aJer 41 = Jer 34


aLit. “were turned”


bLit. “give”


cJer 42 = Jer 35 in HB


aJer 43 = Jer 36 in HB


aJer 44 = Jer 37 in HB


aJer 45 = Jer 38 in HB


bLit. “loosening”


aSwete 46:1–3 = HB 39:1–3


b39:14 in HB


cBetween Gk. verses 3 and 14, Heb. has ten more verses (Jer 39:4–13)


dSwete 46:15–18 = HB 39:15–18


eJer 47 = Jer 40 in HB


aJer 48 = Jer 41 in HB


aJer 49 = Jer 42 in HB


aJer 50 = Jer 43 in HB


aSwete Jer 51:1–30 = HB Jer 44:1–30


aSwete 51:31–35 = HB 45:1–5


aLit. “there was no weighing to their bronze”


bHeb. has more words at the end of 27 and adds verses 28–30


Baruch

aLit. “silver”


aThe text shifts from prose to poetry for the remainder of the book; it is uncertain whether this reflects that the original was written in Hebrew or simply that the style of Hebrew poetry was adopted by an author writing in Greek


aWisdom is still acting


bWisdom speaks from this point until the end of the book.


Epistle of Jeremiah

a6:1 in some versions; throughout the book, versification varies across editions


bIn the KJV and NRSV, the Epistle of Jeremiah is included as the final chapter of Baruch (chapter 6); in the editions of the Greek text by Swete and Rahlfs, Epistle of Jeremiah is included as the final chapter of Lamentations (again, chapter 6); in Ziegler’s edition and Brenton’s translation, Epistle of Jeremiah is a separate book (chapter 1)


cThe gods


aThat is, the gods’ clothing


aThe gods


Ezekiel

a1:3 begins here in HB


bOr “wind” (also in 1:12)


aLit. “as appearance of fire”


bOr “mortal” or “son of a human”; the phrase is used throughout Ezekiel with this sense


aSome MSS read “I heard”


a5:4–5 in HB


aSwete 7:3–6 = HB 7:6–9


bSwete 7:7–9 = HB 7:3–5


aOr “wind”


aThe Gk. word can mean any type of vessel or implement


aLit. “saying, they say”


aLit. “hand’s elbow”


aThat is, to the idols


aLit. “silver”


bThat is, Samaria and her sisters


aLit., “people”


bOr “proverb” or “simile”


cLit. “silver”


aLit. “said”


aSwete 20:45–21:32 = HB 21:1–37


aThat is, bribes


aLit. “into a day”


aOther MSS read “he” or “I”


a26:8–9 in HB


aLit. “a seal of resemblance”


aThat is, the people of Israel


aLit. “city of the sun”


a32:23 begins here in HB


aLit. “In the merriment of all the land”


bLit. “they gave my land to themselves”


cThis phrase is used for menstruating women in Leviticus


aOr “fortified”


bOr “by a wind”


aLit. “If indeed”


aSwete 39:12–13 = HB 39:11–13


aLit. “in a cubit and a hand-breadth”


aIn this section of Ezekiel, the Greek translator left Hebrew architectural terms in transliteration. Each term is indicated by italics with a note explaining the term where it first occurs. Ailam is a transliteration from Hebrew meaning “porch.”


bLit. “equal to the reed”


cTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “rooms”


dTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “room”


eTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “pillars”


fLit. “opposite”


gTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “rooms”


hLit. “a cubit a narrowing toward surface of the theeim”


iTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “porches”


aTransliteration of Heb. meaning “post”


aThat is, the temple’s


bLit. “it should be expanded above”


aLit. “palm on the one side and on the other side”


bLit. “an appearance like appearance”


aLit. “the things concerning sins”


bLit. “the things concerning ignorance”


cLit. “in disposition all around”


d42:19 in HB


e42:18 in HB


fLit. “the four sides of his reed”


aLit. “depth”


bTransliteration of Heb. meaning “altar”


aOr “guilt”


aLit. “the things of his peace”


bThat is, the subject’s


c46:22 begins here in HB


aLit. “in my turning”


Daniel

aSwete 3:91–100 = HB 3:24–33


aSwete 5:30–6:28 = HB 6:1–29


aSwete does not include HB 6:8


Susanna

aSwete does not include verses 15–18, 20–21, 24–27


aSwete does not include verses 15–18, 20–21, 24–27


aSwete does not include verses 15–18, 20–21, 24–27


aSwete does not include verses 42–43, 46–47, 49–50


aSwete does not include verses 42–43, 46–47, 49–50


aSwete does not include verses 42–43, 46–47, 49–50


1 Maccabees

aUsed for an absolute ruler, though not necessarily a despotic one


bThis is 175 BC


aLit. “did not give the horn to the sinner”


aTransliteration of Heb. “stringed instrument”


aLit. “into the ages”


aTransliteration of Heb. “stringed instruments”


aThat is, the Israelites


aThis is probably the stronghold of Dathema from v. 9


bThat is, the city of Maapha


aThat is, the city


bThe common sense of the Gk. word is “tower, watch tower,” but the sense “farm building” is found and seems likely here


a163 BC


bThe temple and its precincts.


aThat is, the Judeans


aThat is, the city


bLit. “throwing”


cThat is, the Judeans


aThe Macedonians are here called “Kitians”


aThe sense “tax” is a figurative extension of the sense “honor, value.” The “honor” was the value of a citizen’s possessions for taxation purposes, but here the meaning has been generalized to any sort of tax


2 Maccabees

a“The fire” refers to “the commemoration of the rekindling of the fire”; see verses 19–22 below for the account of the incident being referred to here


aLit. “the war that happened to us”


aThe petasus was a wide brimmed hat worn by adolescent boys as they exercised in the gymnasium, providing their faces with shade from the sun.


aOr, “held every five years”


bMenelaus did not have any of the appropriate qualifications for the high priesthood


aThe sale is that of the anticipated captives as slaves (cf. 8:10–11)


aThat is, Lysias


aLit. “sight”


aThe “other one” is Nicanor


aRazis is the implied subject.


3 Maccabees

aThat is, Ptolemy


aLit. “to be removed from living”


aLit. “remove them from living”


bThat is, the king


aLit. “for a contrivance”


bThat is, the Judeans


aThat is, the king


bThat is, the Judeans


aLit. “until what”


aLit. “who multiplied his chariots”


aLit. “in indivisible time”


aThat is, the king


4 Maccabees

aLit. “ended”


aLit. “what are you expecting?”


bLit. “available”


aLit. “pebbles”


Psalms of Solomon

aAn emphatic form of the pronoun


aLit. “menstruation of blood”


aRefers back to “time”


aLit. “become”


bI.e., the gifts


cOr “become”


Enoch

aThis translation is based on the Greek text found in Codex Panopolitanus


aThe content of chapter 4 as found in the Ethiopic version is not attested in the Greek versions of Enoch


aLit. “conceived in the womb”


aThe pronoun is feminine, referring to the daughters of the people of the earth


bThe pronoun is feminine, referring to the daughters of the people of the earth


cThe Greek text found in the Chronography of Georgius Syncellus has “Uriel” instead of “Istrael.”


athe netherworld


bThe Greek has “seven” though only six names are listed; the seventh name is Remiel, attested in some versions


aSee Susanna 54


bThe translation of Enoch 89:42–49 is based on the Greek text from Codex Vaticanus Gr.1809


aThis text is a translation of a fragment of Enoch in Greek contained in the Chronography of Georgius Syncellus. This material is not paralleled in the Ethiopic version of Enoch, hence its status as an “inserted” chapter.


Odes

aHeb. “he found”


aHeb. lacks “to be jealous”


Tobit—Alternate Text

aThis is a translation of Swete’s alternate version of Tobit from Codex Sinaiticus


aAmos 8:10


aCodex Sinaiticus omits verses 7b–18, but the Gk. reads smoothly from verse 6 to verse 19, allowing continuous translation


aLit. “Do not have a word”


aLit. “in the same thing”


Daniel—Alternate Text

aThis is a translation of Theodotion’s Gk. translation of Daniel


aTransliteration of Aramaic word meaning “soothsayers”


aThe Old Greek version clarifies that Nebuchadnezzar is the speaker


aTransliteration of Aramaic word meaning “watcher” or “angel”


aTransliteration of Aramaic word meaning “soothsayers”


aTransliteration of Heb. term meaning “certain person”


aTransliteration of Heb. word meaning “beauty”


Susanna—Alternate Text

aThis is a translation of Theodotion’s Gk. translation of Susanna


bLit. “the other to another”


Bel and the Dragon—Alternate Text

aThis is a translation of Theodotion’s Gk. translation of Bel and the Dragon
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